Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


1 


J 


I 


I 


Rbobivbd  in  Exuhahoe  E 

Wn.L>Cleir«nte  Library  [ 


THE 

Parliamentary  Regifter; 

OR 

H  I  S  T  O  RY 

OF     THE 

PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 

■OFT  HE 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS; 

CONTAIKING  AN   ACCOUNT   OP 

The  mod  interefting  Speeches  and  Motions  ;  accuraU 

Copies  of  the  mofl:  reisarkable  Letters  and  Papers  ; 

gf  the  mod  material  Evidence,  Petitions,  &c« 

laid  before  and  offered  to  the  House, 

DURING   THE 

Fifth  Session  of  the  Seventeenth  Parliament 

Q.F 

G^EAT   BRITAIN. 


VOL.  XLL 


LOKDON: 

Printed  for  J.  DEBRETT,  oppofite  BuaLiNoxoN  Hovsib 

P1CCA.DILLT. 


X79S' 


^  /  cL..,,^3U  C^ 


•         ■■!>■*■ 


■ritanrfaaiMMHi 


im 


INDEX 


TO      TH  F 


DEBATES    AND    PROCEEDINGS 


tM    THE 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 


VOLUME     XLI. 


ap 


AcCOUNTS-of  the  Public 
DebCt  January  5,  1795?  626— 
How  the  money  for  the  fervice 
of  1 794,  has  been  di(pored  of^  63  2 
-^Ways  and  means  for  anfwering^ 
the  iame,  646— Arrears  of  for* 
mer  fuppties  remaining  unpaid, 
Ibr  which  money  is  provided,  647 
Sqpplies  granted  for  1795, 
648 

Addington's  (Mr*  Speaker)  fpeech 
on  attending  His  Maje(^  m  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  at  the  clofe  of  the 
icffioD,  618 

Addict  to  the  King,  on  the  Prince 
of  Waks*s  marriage,  175 

Afieof,  fiilodon  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  refpe^ng  them,  54    . 

Army^Motion  for  a  copy  of  the 
orders  grannng  allowances  to  the 
armT,  without  the  conient  of 
Parliament,  333 — Copies  of  the 
£un^  336-- £xtra  cxpcnces  of, 


from  Dec.  15, 1793^10  Dec.  2  j^ 
1794,  66s 
Artillery,  Morion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  augmentiugthe  Royal 
corps  of  artillery,  &c.  a7x< 
Debate  on  the  fame,  207 


B« 


Bankers  and  Merchants,  Debate  oa 
Mr.  Alderman  Anderfoo^s  mo- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their 
relief  againit  the  depredations  of 
their  clerks,  2  j6,  539 

Barham  (Mr.)  his  motion  relative 
to  the  condu6l  of  Sir  C.  Grey  and 
Sir  J.  Jervis  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
See  Wefi  Indies 

Brothers,  (Mr.)  Motion  of  Mr. 
Halhed  to  have  Mr.  Brothers's 
Prophecies  laid  on  the  table,  164 
-^Motion  of  Mr.  Halhed  for  m 
copy  of  the  warrant,  (cc.  for  ap« 
prchending  Mr.  Brothtrs,  199 

Aa 
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Carliflc  Eleftion— Names  of  the 
Committee  to  try  the  queftion  of 
the  right  of  it,   39 

Corfica — ^Trandatlon  of  the  Articles 
of  the  ConflitutioD  of  the  King- 
dom of  Cordca,  720 


D. 


Dead  Body  bill,  MotioD  for  leave 
to  bring  it  in,  (4 

Debardt,  (Lieutenant  Governor) 
Motion  refpedttng  him,  580 

Debts Bill  for  the  recovery  of 

fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don negatived,  616 

Debts  (Public)  —An  account  of 
them  as  they  flood  Jan.  5,  1795* 
with  the  annual  interefl  and 
other  charges  payable  thereon, 
6a6 

Dent's  (Mr.)  fpeech  on  the  abufes 

.    in  the  privilege  of  franking,  621 

Diflilleries,  Motion  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  flop  them  for  a  certain 
time,  613 — Couverfation  on  the 
fame,  616 

Dundat  (Major  General  Thomas), 
Motion  to  ere6t  a  monument  to 
his  memory,  511 

.Dutch  Property  bill,  the  Houfc  in 
a  Committee  on  it,  206 


E. 


Eaflylndia  Officers,  Convcrfation 
rcfpc^ing  their  iituation,  2— - 
Motiim  to  lay'iheir  memorial  be- 
fore the  Houfc,  42— Mition  of 
General  Smith  to  rcdrefs  their 
grievances,  44 — Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  opens  the  Eafl-India 
budget,  c8d 

Eleftions — Mr.T.  Grenville  moves 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  re* 
fpe<5tlng  controverted  elections, 
183 — Debate  on  the  fame,  208 
—  1  he  bill  withdrawn,  222 

Elkington  (Mr.) — ^NJotion  of  Sir 
John  Sinclair  to  grant  Mr,  El- 
kington loool.  to  enable  him  to 


make  experiments  in  the  drain* 
age  of  lands,  61  { 
Exchequer  bills,    Report  of    th« 
Commiffioners  for  ifluing  them, 
690 


F. 


Faulkoor  (Captain)  —  Motion  to 
ere6t  a  monument  to  his  memory 
in  Weftminflcr  Abbey,  185 — 

'  General  Smith  moves  that  the 
monument  be  erected  in  St. 
PauPs  inflead  of  Weftminflcr 
Abbey,  225 

Fitzwilliam  (Earl),  Converfation 
refpedlinghis  recall  from  the  firu- 
ation  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  I  re- 
land »  209 — Debate  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Joky  11  relating  to  hit 
recall,  348 

Fox  (Mr.;,  motion  to  re -appoint 
him  and  others  to  be  Managers 
to  make  good  the  charges  again  ft 
Mr.  Haflings,  197 

Franking  bill  read  a  firft  time,  39— 
read  a  fecond  time,  43 — ^Motion 
for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
letters  franked  by  each  Member 
for  the  lafl  two  years,  51 — Mr. 
Long  moves  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  64 
—Motion  for  the  names  of  the 
Members  who»  by  bodily  infir- 
mity, are  difabled  from  franking 
their  own  letters,  145 — Debate 
on  the  report  on  the  Franking 
bill,  179 — Converfation  on  the 
bill,  381— Correa  copy  of  Mr. 

.     Dent's  fpeech  on  the  abufes  in 
the  privilege  of  franking,  621 

Fullarton  (Colonel),  Motion  for  a 
copy  of  the  memorial,  &c.  rela- 
tive to  his  claim  of  1 5,000!.,  14  j 
-—His  memorial,  696 

G. 

Goodall  (Vice  Admiral)  mottotifbr 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  173 

Grey  (Sir  Charles).  See  Wtfi 
Indies  • 

Grenada.    See  Wefi  Indies* 
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H. 


Hair  powder,  debate  on  the  mode 
of  laying  the  tax^  68 — Exemp- 
tioDS,  to  be  allowed,   73 — ^Thc 
bill  read  a  third  time,  i  $  q 
Hammet,   (Sir  Benjamin)  motion 
tor  his  attendance  to  (late  his  in- 
capability of  franking  for  himfelf, 
1 59 — ^^'lotion  for  a  Copy  of  the 
notice  to  the  Pod  Mailer  Gene- 
Taly    appointing  John  Hammet, 
Efcu   his  fubftitutc,.  163 — Con- 
Terlation  refpe^pg  liis  deputing 
his  fon  to  frank  for  him,  170— 
Debate  on  the  fame,  i'^4 
HalHngs,  (Mr.)  Convertation  re- 
fpecttng  the  iudemnification  to  be 
graoted  to  him,  5 1  r 
Hawkers*  and  Pedlars*  bill  read  a 

third  time,  43$ 
Hotham    (Vice  Admiral)    motion 
for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  173 


I. 


Jervb  (Sir  John).  SttWirfi Imiies. 

innkeepers,  convcrfation  relpcct- 
ing  the  bill  for  their  relief,  53— 
Debate  on  the  fame,  233 

Infurance  on  (hips  to  pajr  an  add!" 
tioual  duc/i  x68 

K. 

King's  (The)  Meflage,  to  make 
proviiion  for  the  profecution  of 
the  war,  145 — His  anfwcr  to 
the  addrefs  on  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  marriage,  193  —  His 
Meflage  on  the  fubje^  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  debts,  210-^ 
His  meflage  to  the  Houfe,  on  the 
24th  May  1787,  on  the  lame 
fubje£t,  iih, —  Debate  on  his 
meflage  refpeding  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  debts,  294 — His  I'pecch 
on  proroguing  the  Parliament, 
619 

•Kirkudbright — Debate  on  the  delay 
in  the  execution  of  the  writ  for 
Kirkudbright,  i,  42,  72 


L. 

Life  infurances — the  duty  to  b<! 

impofed  on  the  capital  infured, 

145— The  motion  for  the  fame 

withdrawn,  145 
Linzee,    (Rear  Admiral)  motion 

for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  1 73 
Liverpool    merchants'   memorial* 

See  irefi  Indies 
Loan  to  the  Emperor-— Debate  on 

it,  429,  503,  560,  581 
London  militia  bill  read  a  fecond 

time,  63— The  bill  read  a  third 

time,  159 
Lottery,  motion  to  raife  a  certaia 

fum  by  way  of  lottery,  145 

M,       - 

Malefpine,  Mr.    Sec  Wefilnduu 

Maninique.    See  Weft  Indies. 

Militia  officers,  motian  to  allow 
them  an  addition  of  falary  in 
times  of  peace,  37 — Debate  on 
the  Committee's  report,  57— 
The  bill  read  a  firft  time,  73 

Minority  (Liil  of  the)  on  Mr. 
Fox's  Motion  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  (late  of  the  nation, 
143 — On  Mr.  Wilberforce'i 
motion,  **  that  the  prefcnt  go- 
vernment of  France  fliould  not 
preclude  a  negociation  for  peace" 
424  -  On  Mr.  Sumner's  amend* 
ment  on  the  motion  for  the  pay* 
mcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
debts,  456 — On  Mr.  Barham's 
metion  refpe^ting  the  proclama- 
tions of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and 
Sir  John  Jervis,  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, 502 — On  Mr*  Fox's  mo- 
tion to  defer  the  lecond  reading 
of  the  Auftrian  Loan  bill,  570 

Molloy  (Captain)  Mr.  Hennikcr 
Major,  gives  notice  of  an  intend- 
ed motion  refpedting  the  delay  in 
the  trial  of  Captain  Molloy,  146 
—The  notice  withdrawn,  146 

Motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  enable  the  Poft  Mailers  Gene- 
ral to  open  letters  addieffed  to 


1  N  D  S  X. 


the  tJnited  Pr6\inwwS,  a6— For 
a  Aim  to  be  voted  to  repair  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
17-— For  a  fum  to  the  Laodgraye 
of  Hefle  Cafle]^  for  arrears  due 
for  iervices  in  the  war  with  Ame- 
rica, a7*-*To  grant  a  yotc  of 
credit  of  a,rop,oool.  to  Hit 
Majefty,  to  defray  the  extraor" 
dinary  expence  for  the  fervice  of 
179s,  i$5-^For  theSherift  to 
return  an  account  of  perfona  in 
prifon,  in  confe^oence  of  profe- 
cutiona  by  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Courta,  163—' To  addrefa  the 
King,  Queen,  Prince  andPrin- 
ceia  of  Wales,  on  occafion  of  the 
Prince's  marriage,  172 
Myers,  General,    tt^  Weft  Indies. 

N. 

Navy  bills,  motion  for  providing 
,  for  thofe  outftanding  in  17939 
27  • 

Navy  Board,  converfation  refpeZl- 
ing  the  ezpenccs  of  it,  194 

Navy  officers— Motion  for  leave  to 
bnng  in  a  bill  to  enable  noa- 
commiflioned  officers,  &c.  in  the 
^avy,  to  allot  a  certain  portion 
of  therr  pay,  for  the  relief  of 
their  families,  ^3 

Navy — Debate  on  the  bill  for  man- 
ning it,  37 — ^Motion  for  leave  to 
brine  in  a  bill  for  augmenting 
the  Royal  corps  of  artillery,  and 
providmg  feamen  for  the  navy, 
171 — ^Debate  on  the  fame,  20J 


O. 


Officers  on  half  pay — ^Motion  for 
leave  to  biiug  in  a  bill  in  their 
behalf,  4^9 

OlWald  (Mr.)  Debate  on  allowing 
his  executors  a  certain  fum|  28 


P. 


Parker,  (Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hyde) 
motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
bim,  173 


Paupers,  debate  on  the  bill  fbr  2^« 
lieving  them  at  their  own  houfes, 

30 
Peace,   debate  on  the  motion    o£ 

Mr.  Wilberforce,    *'   that    the 

prefent  Government  of  France 

(hould  not  preclude  a  negocia-* 

tion  for  peace,"  ^90 

Petition  from  the  Weft-India  mer- 
chants, refpediing  the  proclama- 
tions of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and 
Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies,  12  ^ 

Provifion,    converfation  refpedtinf 
the  high  price  of  it,  290 


S« 


St.  Lucia.    See  fPe^  Indies, 

St.  Vincent.    See  Weft  Indies. 

Seamen's  wages,  motion  refpe^ting 
itj  52 

Services  for  17949.  account  of  the 
money  given  for  them,  63a 

Scotch  Quota  bill,  read  a  third  time,* 
195 

Slave  trade,  Mr.  Wilberforce's  mo«^ 
tion  for  the  abolition  of  it,  2 

Stamps,  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee 
on  the  Inll  for  granting  an  addl« 
tional  duty  on  ftamps,  i^c 

State  of  the  nation,  M!r.  Fox's  mo- 
tion for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  it,  73 

StilU,  an  additional  duty  of  9I.  per 
gallon,  to  be  laid  on  them,  68 

Subalterns,  Mr.  Porter  moves  for 
an  increafe  of  their  pay,  386 

Sunday  bill,  debate  on  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  obfervance  of  Sunday, 
56-— the  bills  read  a  fecond  time, 
I  d.6 — Motion  to  adjourn  the  con« 
fideration  of  it,  157 — ^The  bill 
thrown  out,  183 
Supplies  for  1794,  632— Ditto  for 
1795,  648 

T; 

Tea ;  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on 
the  tea  duty  bill,  4t«-The  bill 
read  a  third,  jO 


INDEX. 


TianQpoit  oflke  (fee  nvry  boaid) 
Troops,   debate  on  General  Ma- 
ckod't  roodoD  for  a  return  of 
the  nnmber  of  troops  in  Great 
Britain,  a^ 

W, 

Wales  (Prince  oO  Addrefs  to  the 
King  on  the  Prince's  marriage, 
175 — The  Kine's  meflage  on  ' 
the  Prince's  debts,  aio— His 
meffi^ontheiameiubje^,  24th 
May  X 787,  31 X— Debate  on  the 
Priace's  ^bts,  294— 'The  de- 
bate refumed,  330— Converfa* 
don  on  the  lame,  426«-Com'* 
munication  of  the  Prince  to  the 
Houie  refpeding  his  debts,  436  ^ 
^-Debate  on    the  fame,    437, 

^15,  S4X.  568.  $7^,  5837— 
Account  of  the  fums  paid  from 

the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  duringthe  minority 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  583—— 
Debate  on  the  debts,  607,  6x3, 
614,  617 
Wavs  and  means,  the  Houfe  in  a 
Committee  of,  68-— Ways  and 
means  for  anfwering  the  fupplies 
for  1794,  646— Ditto  for  1795, 
6c6 
Welt  Indies,    petition  from  the 
Weil-India  merchants,  refyc&ing 
the  proclamations  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  225 
—Debate  on  Mr.  Barham's  mo- 
tion for  copies  of  the  proclama* 
cions,  ice.  226— Copy  of  Sir 
Charles    Grey's    proclamation, 
Martinique,  30  March,   1794, 
144 — ^Ditto  at  St.  Lucia,  April 
c,  1794,  24c— Memorial  of  the 
Weft  India  Planters  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Auguft  28,   1794, 
for  an  additional  force  in  the 
Weft  India  Iftands,  and  on  the 
contributions  impofed    on    the 
inhabitants  of  the  French  cap- 
tured Weft-India  Iflands,  246^— 
Memorialof  the  Weft-India  plan- 
ters to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  6ch 


February  x7^$,refoe£^ing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  SirC.  ^rey,  and  Sir  J. 
JenrisinthecapturedrrenchWeft 
India  iflands,  248 — ^Memorial  of 
the  Agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  and  proprietors  of  Mard- 
nique,    250 — ^Memorial  of  tho 
merchants  of  Liverpool,  251—- 
Copy  of  the  Duke  of  Portbnd's 
letter^  30th  Aoril  179$,  to  the 
Committee  of  Weft-India  plan- 
ters, 253^Letterof  the  fame, 
ad  May  179$,  to  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool,  2C4*^LetterfrDni 
Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  Terris  to 
the  Duke  ot  Portland,  7th  March 
X79C,  254<— Extract  of  a  Letter 
to  MeftTrs.  Baillie  and  Co.  dated 
St.  Vincent's,  14th  April  x7o$, 
inclofed  in  the  above,  257-«Tef- 
timonialsaddreftedto  SirC.  Grey 
at  Martinic^ue,  267,  &c.-*-Copy 
of  feparate  mftru£dons  to  %t  C. 
Grey,  dated  November  1793; 
with  copies   of  feveral  papers 
therein  referred  to,  27i---Copy 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  C.  Grey  and 
Sir  J.  Jervis  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Ducdas,  dated  Barbadoes,   i6th 
January  1794,  281 — £xtra6^  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dun- 
das  to  Sir  C.  Grey,  7th  March 
1794,    282 —Copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  of  Marti- 
nique, ^oth  April  1 795,  282*— 
Memorial  of  the  Weft-India  plan- 
teis,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
4th  May,    1795,    282 — Letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
Weft-India  merchants,^  12th  of 
^*y»  '795[>  ^84 — ^Memorial  of 
the  Weft-India  merchants,  &c. 
praying  for  a  ftrong  military 
force,    4th  May,   X795,  28$—* 
Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dun- 
das  to  Lord  Pcnrhyn,  8th  May, 
X79J,  286 — Perition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Lucia  to  Sir  C. 

Grey,    287 Converfation  re- 

fpediijg  the  receiving  of  Mr. 


Vn  d  ex. 


MatcfjJine's  alEdavlt,  457— De- 
bate on  Mr.  Barham's  motioa 
(sdjune^  179$)  refpe^ingthe 
proclamations  of  Sir  C«  Grey, 
and  Sir  J.  Jervis,  in  the  ifiand 
of  Mantnique,  in  May  1794, 
461-— Report  of  the  officers  who 
commanded  the  different  divi* 
£ons  in  theattack  on  Martinique, 
482 — Teftimony  of  Colonel  J, 
F.  Cradock,  refpedio^  the  re- 
finance made  by  the  Hland  of 
Martinique*  488  —  Mr.  Dun* 
das's  letter  to  Lord  Penrhyn*  in 
aiifwer  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Weft-India  merchants,  490—- 
Lift  of  the  minority  on  Mr.  Bar- 
ham's  motion,  502— Petition  of 
the  merchants  connected  with, 
and  trading  xo,  Grenada  and  St. 
Vincent,  572 — Mr.  Pitt  moves 
for  Exchequer  bills  to  the  amount 
of  pnc  million  and  a  half  to  be 


advanced,  under  certain  regula- 
tions to  the  merchants  of  Grrenacfa 
and*St.  Vincent,   578— Debate 
on  the  fame,  605,  613 — Report 
of  the  Committee,  to  whom  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Gre- 
nada and  St.  Vincent,  was   re- 
ferred, 629 — ^Copy  of  General 
Myers*  affidavit 

•  Weftminfter  election,  names  of  the 
Committee  to  try  the  right  of  the 
clcftion,  51— DelerminitioR  of 
the  Committee  on  the  right,    55 

Wine  bill,  motion  to  receive  a  pe- 
tition ^gainft  the  day  on  whxch 
the  duty  fhouldtake  place,  \29, 
30-l-Mr.  Pitt  moves  to  confider  # 
the  bill  for  laying  a  duty  on 
wines,  32 — Houfe  in  a  vom- 
mittee  on  the  Wine  J)uty  bill, 
40 — ^The  bill  read  a  third  tiifie^ 
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In  the  FIFTH  SESSION  of  the 

Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^ 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at  Wsstminsteri 
Od  Thursday^  the  25th  of  November,  'iTgo.' 


Thurfdc^y   7,6th  February* 

MR..WILLIAM.DUNDAS  rofc,  he  faid,  to  complain  of  a 
dicumfhince,  which  he  thought  an  infringeincnt  on  the  privileget 
of  that  Houfe»  He  had,  on  the  i6th  of  January  laft,  moved  that 
a  writ  <houldbc  iflucd  out  for  a  new  Commiflioner  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament for  Kircudbright,  in  the  room  of  Major-general  Stewart, 
deccafed,  aifd  fuch  writ  had  not  as  yet  been  returned. 

The  SPEAKER  aflccd  the  honourable  Member  whether  he  knew 
to  whom  the  writ  had  been  given?  and  being  informed  that  it  had 
been  given  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  the  Meffenger  of  the  Great 
SeaU  he  fuggefted  to  the  Houfe  the  propriety  of  forthwith  calling 
him  as  to  its  difpodf^, 

The  Meflci^er  being  called  to  the  Bar,  and  interrogated  by  the 
Speaker,  faid,  he  gave  the  writ  to  Mr.  ChalmerS|  on  Lord  Gai;- 
lies'  receipt  for  the  £ime. 
Vol.  XLL  B 
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•  Mr.  CHALMERS  was  next  called,  who  faid,  he  received  the 
Writ  from  the  Mcflenger'Of  the  Great 'Seal;  that  he  delivered  tlie 
writ  to  Lord  Garliesi  the  ShcrifF,  and  took  his  Lordfhip's  receipt 
for  it ;  but  he  underftood,  that  from  the  great  inclemency  of  tlic 
weather,  and  the  roads  being  for  fome  time  rendered  impaflkble  in 
that  part  of  Scotland,  the  writ  was  prevented  reaching  tlie  place  of 
its  dcftination  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS,  willing  to  give  full  time  for  information 
on  this  head,  podponcd  the  farther  confideration  of  the  matter  until 
that  day  fortnight. 

General  SMITH  adverted  to  the  memorial  refpeiSling  the  officers 
in  India,  and  which  was  now  before  the  Houfi^,  and  faid,  that  if 
he  did  not  find  that  ibme  meafure  was  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
next  week,  to  (hew  him  there  was  a  ferious  intention  to  take  the 
cafe  of  thefe  men  into  confideration,  he  ihould  bring  forward  a  mo^ 
tion  upon  the  fubjcfl.  >» 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  repeated  what  he  faid  on  a  former  day 
upon  this  fubjedt.  He  faid,  that  by  the  King's  command  he  laid 
the  memorial  before  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  made  his  report ;  this 
report  was  laid  before  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  and  they  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  report.  He  admitted  that  the  officers  in  India  laboured 
under  ifitolcrable  grievances,  and  certainly  ought  to  be  rcdrclTed. 
What  nnode  of  redrefs  was  the  bed  was  a  qucffion  which  he  would 
not  now  attempt  to  difcufs.  The  Court  of  DireiSors  were  now 
forming  a  plan — perhaps  the  officers  might  not  think  the  planr  fa- 
vourable to  them  ;  but  he  (hould  aft  with  the  fame  fentiments  as 
he  had  ever  afted  for  thefc  officers  ;  and  he  was  confident  that  they 
had  not  the  fmailed  idea  of  any  thing  unfavourable  towards  them  on 
his  part. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  with  obferving,  that  as  thefub- 
jeft  on  which  he  was  about  to  addrefs  the  Houfe,  was  one  on  which 
it  had  been  nccefl'ary  for  him  formerly  to  occupy  fo  much  of  their 
time,  and  with  which  they  were  fo  fully  acquainted,  it  would  not  be 
neceffary  for  him,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  enter  into  any  long 
difcuffion.  It  was,  indeed,  the  Icfs  neceffary,  becaufe  the  motion 
with  which  he  fliould  conclude  was  no  more  than  the  proper  confe- 
quence  of  their  own  rcfolution  of  the  year  1792,  "  that  the  flavc 
trade  (hould  be  aboliftied  on  the  ift  of  January,  1796.**  He 
would  therefore  fet  out  with  defiring  diat  this  refolution  might  be 
read  by  the  clerk  ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Sucli  was  their  rcfolution  in  the  year  1792  ;  without  dcfcend- 
ing  into  particulars,  he  would  ftate  in  general  the  grounds  of  that 
f  ^igludon^  and  the  circumljtanccs  under  which  the  Houfp  had  come 
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to  it ;  after  whkh  he  would  inquire  whether  any  thing  had  fincc 
palled,  or  now  exidcd,  which  ought  to  induce  them  to  change 
their  (pinion* 

It  would  be  remembered  that  this  great  bufinefs  was  firft  brought 
before  Parliament  as  long  ago  as  the  yearr  1788.  A  laborious  in*- 
veftigation  of  the  fubjeS  in  all  its  parts  was  profecuted  with  great  di- 
ligence by  the  Privy  Council,  whofc  voluminous  Report  was  after- 
wards laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  and  furnifhcd  the  grounds 
of  a  firing  of  refolutions  which  he  moved  in  the  year  1 789,  as  th« 
Iwdis  of  his  propofed  mcafure  of  abolition.  The  parties  who  con- 
caved tbemfelves  interefted  againft  the  quefiioni  dcfircd,  however, 
to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  and  accordingly  an  inquiry  was  entered  into, 
and  carried  onat  (irft  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  and  af- 
terwards, for  the  fake  of  difpatch,  in  a  Committee  above  flairs, 
which  was  not  clofcd  till  the  Spring  of  1791.  He  dien  brought 
forward  his  motion  for  immedia.tc  abolition,  but  was  not  fo  fortunate 
as  to  find  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  concurring  with  him  in  opinion. 
Again,  he  fubmittcd  the  queflion  to  them  in  the  following  year, 
when  he  was  more  fuccefsful,  though  not  'to  the  extent  of  his  own 
wiihcs.  It  was  then  the  Houfe  had  come  to  the  refolution  which 
hud  been  lately  read  to  them.  The  grounds  on  which  it  rcftcd  were 
a  dear  and  univerfal  conviction,  that  it  had  been  irrefragably  proved 
that  the  flavc  trade  was  a  fyftem  of  incurable  injuftice  and  cruelty  ; 
that  it  was  the  occaiion  of  frequent  and  bloody  wars  amongft  the 
natives  of  Africa,  for  the  fake  of  making  prifoners,  by  the  fale  of 
whom  they  might  obtain  European  commodities ;  that  it  occafioncd 
innumerable  afts  of  depredation  both  by  blacks  and  whites  ;  that 
it  armed  the  Chieftains  not  only  againfl  the  neighbouring  Chieftains, 
but  agatnil  their  own  people,  of  whom  they  were  the  natural  guar- 
dians ;  that  the  adminiflration  of  juflice  was  turned  into  an  engine 
for  die  procuring  of  flaves  ;  that  k  was  a  fyftem  fupported  through- 
out by  fraud  and  meanncfs,  to  the  corruption  of  every  moral  prin- 
ciple, and  the  diffufion  of  every  (pccies  of  vice  and  debauchery  ; 
that  thus  it  had  been  the  hateful  means  of  barring  out  from  a  great 
continent  the  blefllngs  of  dvilization  and  focial  improvement,  and 
the  light  of  religious  truth,  and  of  keeping  it  in  a  ftate  of  barbarifm 
and  mifciy ;  and  all  this,  when  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  natives  of  Africa  were  not,  acconiing  to  the  opinion  once 
(hamelefsly  avowed,  but  now  univerfally  exploded,  an  inferior  race 
of  bei(^,  but  that  they  were  men  like  ourfclvcs,  by  no  means  fe- 
cond  to  the  Europeans  in  the  faculties  of  die  undcrflanding,  or  the 
feelings  of  the  heart.  Such,  obferved  Mr.  Wilberforce,  were  the 
peat  fiindamental  propofitions  efiablifhed  and  adted  upon  in  the  y^?" 


1792,  to  which  he  might  add  the  efFefts  of  the  flayc  trade  on  our 
marinej,  which,  from  the  mufter-rolls  produced  by  Ws  opponfenfs 
themfelves,  was  proved  to  lofe  more  feamen  in  this  trade  than  in  all 
the  other  trades  of  the,  kingdom  put  together.     Thefe  propofi  tions, 
let  it  be  obfervcd,  were  not  crude  or  hafty  opinions  ;  the  Houfe  ti^d 
come  to  them,  after  long  and  clofe  inquir)%  upon  much  delibcratio/i, 
and  the  Rilleft  difcuffion  j  and  they  who  did  not  agree  with  him  in 
his  conclufions,  (he  alluded  particularly  to  his   right  honourabJc 
friends,  Mr.  Dundns  and  the  Speaker)    could  not  but   admit   the 
juftnefs  of  his  premifcs  :  they  called  the  flave  trade  the  torment  pf 
Africa,  and  afcribcd  to  it   all  thofe  charadlcrs  of  wickednefs  and 
cruelty  with  which  it  had  been  charged  by  himfelf. 

Againft  all  this,  however,  it  was  urged,  that  it  would  be  in  the 
highel^  degree  injurious  to  the  Weft-Indiaiflands  to  abolifh  it  iiii- 
mediately  ;  and  the  reafon  chiefly  infiftcd  on,  was,  that  the  num- 
ber of  female  flaves  was  confidcrably  inferior  to  that  of  the  malesj 
and  that  therefore  the  numbers  6buld  not  be  kept  up  without  im- 
portations from  Africa.     He  himfelf  had  contended,  firft,  that  tlic 
inequality  fo   ftated  did  not  exirt  ;  and  fecondly,  if  it  did,  there 
were  abundant  proofs  from  experience,  many  of  which  he  fpecified, 
that  the  human  race  had  not  only  kept  up,  but  had  increafed,  its 
numbers,  where  the  inequality  had  been  as  great,  and  where,  ia 
various  particulars  which  he  then  ftated,  they  had  been  in  far  more 
unfavourable  circumftances.     On  thefe,  and  other  grounds,  he  had 
given  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  tlie  Weft  ^Indies  were  in  no 
want  of  farther  importation  from  Africa^  which  was  illuftrated  and 
confirmed  by  accounts  produced  by  themfelves  of  their  progreflivc 
population  ;  and  on  the  whole,  that  as  the  abolition  was  indifpen- 
fable,  on  every  principle  of  juftice  and  humanity,  fo  it  was  power- 
fully recommended  by  confiderations  of  the  truft  policy.     This  muft 
l^ot  be  regarded  as  the  prejudice  of  one  who  might  be  naturally  fup- 
pofed  partial  in  a  caufe  he  had  fo  much  at  heart.     It  was  the  deli- 
berate and  decided  judgement  of  the  ablcft  men  in  that  Houfe,  to 
whofc  opinions  gentlemen  were  ufcd  to   bow  with  the  moft  defe- 
rence, and  who  in  that  fentiment  entirely  and  avowedly  concurred. 
The  Houfe,  however,  could  not  be  brought  to  yield  to  their  au- 
thority ;  they  tlierefore  named  the  ift  of  January,   1796,  as  the 
period  of  abolition,  ir;  order  that  the  planters  might  in  the  interim 
fupply  tliemfelves  with  fuch  a  number  a  flaves,  particularly  with  fe- 
males, as  might  put  beyond  all  doubt  the  pofiibility  of  their  keeping 
up  their  numbers  without  importation  from  Africa. 

Such,  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  was  the  footing  on  which  the  bu- 
^•^cfs  was  left  in  the  year  179^^  and  he  now  called  upon  them  iq 
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upon  the  refolution  to  which  they  had  then  coinc,  and  which 
to  be  die  fubftance  of  the  bill  which  he  was  now  about  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in.     This  he  had  a  right  to  require  of  them,  un- 
lets it  could  be  (hewn  that  (ftrange  as  it  might  feem)  the  flave  trade 
^w^s  not  juftly  chargeable  widi.thofe  evils  which  it  had  been  ftatcd 
to  produce  in  Africa,  or  unlefs  it  could  be  made  out  that  the  argu- 
ments on  the  ground  of  policy,  had  become  fo  much  ftronger  from 
the  drcumftances  of  the  prcfent  times,  as  that  thou^  continuing 
to  be  convinced  of  the  reality  of  thofe  evils,  gentlemen  were  ncver- 
thelcfs  to  cfteem  them   more  than  countervailed  by  thefe  new  poli- 
tical confiderationi.     In  both  thefe  refj)e<5ls,  the  very  rcverfe  would 
appear  to  be  the  faft  :  the  wiokcdnefs  and  cruelty  of  the  flave-trade 
fyftem  had  received,  if  poflible,  ftill  clearer  ancl  ftronger  confirma- 
tion, and  no  man  of  common  prudence  and  fairnefs  could  deny, 
that  without  any  thing  to  be  fet  on  the  other  fide,  it  had  now  be- 
cx)mc  almoft  indifpenfable  to  the  very  exiftence  of  our  Weft-Indian 
pofleflions,  to  prevent  all  farther  importation  of  flav^s  from  the 
continent  of  Africa. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  particulars,  much  valuable  in- 
formation rcfjxi^^ing  the  flavc  trade  had  been  obtained  from  fome 
gentlemen  in  the  foremqft  fituations  under  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany in  Africa,  of  whom  it  was  not  too  much  to  affirm,  that  they 
were  men  eminent  forfoundnefsof  underftanding,-  coolnefi  of  tem- 
per, and  ftri^tncfs  of  veracity.  They  reported  fome  things  which 
had  fallen  within  their  own  obfervation,  others  which  had  ccmcto 
them  on  credible  tcftimony  ;  the  fum  of  their  intclli2;cnce  was,  that 
he  and  his  friends  had  by  no  means  exaggerated  in  their  ftatemcnt  of 
the  dreadful  cffed^s  of  the  flave  trade  on  the  continent  of  Africi.— • 
Inftances  abounded  of  every  fpecics  of  the  enormities  he  h:^d  dc- 
fcribed ;  long  and  bloody  wars,  for  the  fake  of  making  flive?, 
ruined  fettlements,  dcfolutcd  villages,  innumerable  acts  of  indivi- 
dual fraud  and  violence,  both  by  negroes  and  Europeans  ;  the 
f(>rms  of  juftice  perverted  ;  crimes  fabricated  ;  accufanons  multi- 
plied ;  deadly  feuds  and  hereditary  revenge  perpetuated  from  gene- 
ration to  generation  ;  that  idle  talc  refuted,  by  winch  it  had  been 
fometimes  attempted  to  vindicate  the  flavc  trade,  that  the  flaves,  if 
not  fold  to  the  Europeans,  would  be  put  to  death  rather  than  em^ 
ployed  in  labour  ;  but  one  circumftance,  ftill  more  ftriking  and  de* 
cifive,  yet  remained  ^behind.  It  was,  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  obfcrvcd, 
a  dear  and  fettled  axiom,  that  the  fca  co  <ft  of  every  countr)'  was 
the  firft  civilized,  whence  civilization  gradually  hnd  been  found  to 
infinuatc  itfelf  into  the  interior  country.  Bi;t  two  of  the  principal 
(crvants  of  the  Sierrci  Leone  Company,  "travelling  tlirce   hundred 
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miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  ivhere  the  fa(9e  of  .an  European  had  never 
been  feen  before^  found  a  (late  of  fociety  advanced  (fome  centuries 
' '  Jie  had  almoft  faid)  beyond  what  they  had  left  it  oii  the  coaft,  whcrc^ 
for  three  hundred  years,  they  had  been  in  habits  of  commercial 
GonneSion  and  conftant  intercourfe  with  the  European  nations*—- 
Was  i:  poiTible  for  any  thing  to  prove  more  decifively  what  he  had 
affirmed,  that  it  was  the  cffcSt  of  this  deteftable  traffic,  reverfing 
all  the  common  eflFeds  of  commerce,  to^obftrud  inftead  of  forward- 
ing the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  and  to  darken  and  to  barbarize,   in- 
iicad  of  diffufing  the  light  of  truth,  and  the  bleffings  of  moral  and 
ibcial  improvement ;  the  European  Arangers  there  found  a  city, 
containing  feven  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  they  were  alfo  received  with 
the  utmoft  kindncfs  and  hofpitality  ;  and  the  great  men  oonfefling 
that  wars  were  carried  on  for  the  profeffcd  purpofe  of  making  flaves, 
who  paffiiig  from  hand  to  hand,  were  fent  down  to  the  coaft  to  be 
exchanged  for  European  commodities,  declared,  that  if  they  could 
obtain  thefe  commodities  by  any  lefs  deftruflive  and  more  innocent 
cxpediem,  they  Ihould  gladly  avail  thcmfelves  of  the  opportunity. 
No  one,  therefore,  could  now  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  what,  before 
lb  plainly  proved,  had  now  received  additional  conlirhiation,  that 
the  fbvc  trade  was  a  fyftem  big  with  wickedncfs  and  cruelty. 

As  to  what  regarded  the  expediency  of  an  abolition  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  he  need  not  detain  the  Houfe  long.  Firft,  no  one 
could  deny,  that  by  the  importation  of  the  lad  four  years,  the  in- 
equality of  the  fexes  was  now  at  leaft  done  away,  admitting  it,  for 
the  fake  of  argument  only,  to  have  cxifted  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
adverfaries'  ftatements ;  thus  the  great  ground  on  which  the  ncccf- 
£ty  of  importations  had  been  rcfted,  was  now  taken  away.  But 
the  confideration  which  weighed  by  far  the  moft  ftrongly  in  his 
mind,  was  that  of  the  extreme  danger,  in  the  prefcnt  Aate  of  our 
Weft-India  pofieffions,  of  increafing  in  our  colonies  the  numbers  of 
that  very  defcription  of  negroes  who  were  univerfally  allowed  to  bo 
the  moft  prone  to  infurrciStion.  Mr.  Wilberforce  dwelt  upon  what 
the  French  had  done  in  Guadaloupe,  an  ifland  containing  80,000 
ilavcs,  where  negroes  had  been  difciplined  and  trained  to  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  had  ferved  with  fuccefs  againft  a  Britilh  fort.  The  po- 
licy of  the  French  was  not  calculated,  indeed,  to  render  the  iflands 
valuable  to  themfelves,  but  dreadfully  fitted  for  the  purpofe  of  ren- 
dering them  dangerous  poflcftions  to  us.  Who  was  there  prefent, 
who  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  not  confefs,  that  for 
the  fafety  of  the  iilands,  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  it  would 
have  been  well  if  his  motion  for  immediate  abolition  had  paffed  in 
|he  year  1792,  in  wluch  cafe  there  would  have  been  in  all  th» 
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iflands  above  100,600  fewer  of  thofe  very  negroes,  who  are  now 
nx)ft  jtiftly  the  objects  of  terror  and  alarm  ;  and  when  the  inequa- 
lity between  the  whites  and  .blacks  was  already  fo  extremely  great, 
what  better  name  did  it  deferve  than  downright  infatuation,  to  be 
fo  folicitous  to  increafc  the  difproportion,  and  bring  frefticombuftibles 
where  every  thiiig  was  already  prepared  for  an  explofion  ?     Every 
ftiip-ful  of  negroes  which  came  from  Africa,  either  dircftly  added 
to  the  force  of  our  enemy,  if  carried  into  the  French  iflands,-  or 
added  to  it  iodiredlly,  and  perhaps  ftill  more  dangeroufly,  by  in- 
creafing  the  number  of  the  difafFefted,  if  brought  into  our  own.— 
For  his  own  part,  he  folcmnly  protqftcd  againft  the  farther  extenfion 
of  this  fyftem,  which  threatened  to  render  thofe  populous  colonies 
one  univerfal  fcene  of  carnage  and  defolation  ;  nor  was  it  only  as  a 
man  Intercfted  for  the  welfare  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  fudi  accumulated  mifery,  that  he  was  bound  to  ftop,  dwu^ 
perhaps  too  late,  the  growing  progrcfs  of  this  evil.     As  a  Member 
of  the  Britifti  Parliament,  on  whom  it  was  peculiarly  incumbent  to 
take  care  tfiat  the  blood  and  treafure  of  this  country  were  not  wan- 
tonly facrificed,  he  was  ftrongly  urged  to  the  fame  line  of  conduft<r 
It  was  but  too  well  known  how  fatal  the  climate  of  the  Wcft  Indiff 
had  proved  to  our  foldiery  ;  in  proportion  as  the  danger  of  internal 
ccmmotions  in  the  iflands  (hould  increafe,  it  would  be  rcquifite  to 
biii^  over  increafing  numbers  of  European  troops,  to  guard  alike 
againfl  Ae  foreign,  and  the  flill  more  formidable  internal,  enemy* 
There  was  no  faying  to  what  extent  their  neceffity  mi^t  increafe, 
and  all  military  men  who  had  ever  been  in  that  climate,  knew  the 
difadvantages  under  which  our  people  contended  with  the  negroes, 
when  what  was  death  to  the  one  was  no  more  than  moderate  cxer- 
cife  to  the  other.     Let  us  fairly  afk  ourfelves,  could  or  would  thig 
country  bear  this  incefiant  and  continually  increafing  drain  ?     But 
this  was  a  topic  he  had  rather  leave  to  gentlemen's  own  fobercon- 
fideration,  than  enlarge  on  it  any  farther. 

He  now  b<^ged  leave  to  view  the  matter  In  another  light,  and 
ferioufly  to  alk  every  well-wilher  to  his  country,  if  this  were  not  a 
period,  when  we  ought  to  be  particularly  on  our  guard  not  to  difpa^ 
rage  and  degrade  the  charafter  of  Parliament  ?  What  could  be  motf 
likely  to  produce  this  effedi,  and  that  too  in  the  cafe  of  the  moft 
dvxi^tful  and  virtuous  clafs  pf  the  community,  than  after  folcmnly 
renouncing  this  fcandalous  trade,  and  confeJTing  ourfelves  fully 
convinced  of  its  irrevocable  wickednefs  and  cruelty,  that  we  (hould* 
now  return  to  it  ag^n,  on  a  plea  of  intercft,  a  plea,  to  fay  the  lead, 
fo  doubtful,  that  the  ablcft  men  in  that  Houfe  were  convinced  not 
«dy  diat  it  could  not  ^)e  made  out,  but  that  the  yety  rcverilp  bad  becti 
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fully  proved,  to  the  fatisfa^lion  of  every  impartial  and  intelligent 
inquirer  ;  nor  eould  he  forbear  conjuring  the  Houfe  ferioufly  to  re— 
fled  tliat  this  country  was  now  in  circumdanccs  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  in  which  every  man  who  did  not  difclaim  all  notions  of  re- 
ligion, muft   feel  foUcitous  rather  to  conciliate  the   favour,  than 
provoke  the  indignation,  of  the  Supreme  Being.     If  ever  there  yvsts 
a  national  (in,  the  flave  trade  furely  was  of  that  dcrcrlption ;  and 
what  could  it  appear  but  folcmn  mockery,  to  take  our  (hare  in  the 
folcmnities  of  a  general  fail  day,  and  almofl  at  the  vciy  moment 
in  which  we  had  the  language  of  humiliatioil  and  penitence  in  our 
mouths,  to  cling  with  fuch  eamcftncfs  to  a  fyftem  of  greater  wicked- 
ncfs  and  cruelty  than  had  ever  infultcd  the  forbearance  of  Heaven. 
He  enlarged  fomewhat  farther  on  this  topic*  and  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  he  fcarcely  knew  how  any  man  of  enlarged  benevo- 
lence ^durft  pray  for  the  profpcrity  of  his  own  country,  if  its  conti- 
nuance was  at  the  fame  time  to  countenance  and  cHablifh  a  fvilcm 
fo  fatal  to  the  intered  and  happinefs  of  perhaps  a  tliird  part  of  the 
habitable  globe. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fecondcd  the  motion. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  that  as  to  the  objcft  of  Mr,  Wilberforcc's 
motion,  on  the  grounds  of  morality  and  juftice,  he  pcrfedly  coin- 
cided in  opinion  with  that  honourable  gentleman ;  and  certainly 
(hould  wifh  to  abolifh  the  flave  trade,  if  it  could  be  done  confift- 
cntly  with  found  policy  and  the  real  interefts  of  the  countrj',  with- 
out hazard  or  danger-      Local  confiderations,  however,  induced 
him  to  confidcr  the  means  propofed  by  the  honourable  mover  as  in 
no  degree  calculated  to  produce  the  dcfired  effedl ;  he  (hould  wiih 
the  Houfe  to  confider  what  were  the  fcntiments  of  thofc  who  were 
to  carry  into  execution  the  mode  propofed.     He  very  well  knew 
that  the  Weft-India  planters,  who  were  the  pcrfons  that  of  neccffity 
.  muft  carry  the  plan  into  execution,  were  generally  of  opinion,  that 
it  involved  in  it  their  complete  ruin.     If,  as  he  was  convinced  was 
the  cafe,  they  did  thus  coi^iCcive  that  the  dcftrudlion  of  their  intc- 
refts  was  the  ncceflary  confcquence  of  the  meafure,  how  was  it  con- 
fiftent  with  rcafon  that  it  could  ever  be  carried  into  execution? 
Thofc  very  perfons,  who  felt  dieir  intcircft  fo  materially  concerned, 
were  the  perfons,  who  were  not  only  to  be  the  informers,  but  the 
judges  and  jur)'  of  every,  breach  of  this  law,  if  it  were  ever  to  be 
paffed  into  a  law.     The  proprietors  of  plantations,  without  mean- 
ing to  caft  any  reflection  on  them,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  fo 
much  above  human  nature,  fince  they  were  men,  as  to  be  enabled 
to  a6l  in  contradi»5lion  to  all  tue  propenfities  and  paflicns  of  mankind 
in  general :  it  therefore  could  not  l)e  expected  that  they  would  itv- 
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ferm  agatnft  themfelves ;  diat  they  would  impartially  judge  and 
convld  themfelves  in  a  point  therein  they  were  fo  mudi  intcrcfted. 
This  plan  therefore  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfedlly  nugatory.    He 
very  mach  wiihed  that  regulation  had  been  propofed  inftead  of  pro- 
hibition ;  and  he  believed  that  faft  and  experience  would  juftify 
him  in  faying,  that  regulation  had  frequently  been  of  great  efFcft, 
where  abfolute  prohibition  had  failed  of  its  end.     As  to  the  objec- 
tion which  he  had  heard  in  that  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  that 
it  was  highly  improper,  in  any  manner  whatever,  to  attempt  to  re- 
gulate injuftice,  and  legalise  murder,  he  muft  regard  that  as  a  mere 
flower  of  eloquence  and  rhetorical  flourifh  ;  for  if  the  objedl  of  law 
were  praflical  good,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  if  it  could  be  (hewn 
that  pra6Kcal  good  might  be  derived  from  the  greateft  crimes,  even 
from 'murder  itfdf,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  a  wife  legiflator  would  be 
juftified  in  regulating  that  offence,  Inftead  of  abfolutely  prohibiting 
it.     As  to  fpeculative  notions  of  freedom,  he  admired  freedom  as 
much  as  any  one,  but  nobody  could  advance  that  freedom  mij^t 
not  be  alienated :   it  was  uniformly  the  fad  that  it  was  fo  alienated  i 
the  day-labourer  parted  with  his  liberty  for  a  day— the  domeftic  one, 
fx  a  year,  and  others  for  a  longer  period,  in  coniideration  of  an 
adequate  recompence ;  and  he  could  not  fee  any  limitation  to  the 
principle,  where  the  right  of  alienation  was  once  fairly  obtained^ 
and  Acreforc  could  not  difcover  why  it  might  not  be  for  life.    Oo 
every  ground  of  policy  and  intereft,  he  difagreed  with  the  honourable 
mover.     He  indeed  ihould  he  obliged  to,  any  one  who  would  point 
out  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  plantations  without  flavcs,  but  he 
did  not  fee  tfie  poflibilit)'  of  it.  He  difagreed  with  him  on  his  fafts, 
and  the  conclufions  drawn  from  them  ;  for  pothing,  in  his  opinion, 
would  give  fo  mu^h  ground  for  difcontent  to  the  negroes  employed 
in  the  iflands,^as  depriving  them  of  that  day  of  joy  and  fcftivity, 
the  day  of  the  arrival  of  frefli  (laves.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
proceeding  to  ftate  the  danger  of  the  Weft  Indies  at  prefcnt,  when 

Mr.  W I LBERFORCE  called  him  to  order.  As  the  guardian  of 
the  queftion,  he  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  iacerfere  when  any 
matter  not  relevant  to  it  was  introduced. 

The  SPEAKER  (aid,  tliat  if  Mr.  Barham  meant  to  apply  his 
cbfervations  to  the  queftion,  they  were  relevant. 

Mr.  BARHAM  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  he  thought  the  dan- 
gers in  the  Weft  Indies  were  much  incrcafed  by  this  difcu(rion. 
The  French  were  inftigating  the  (hves  to  revolt  and  rebellion,  and 
the  mifreprefcntations  which  might  be  made  of  what  was  faid  in 
that  Hotirfeon  Ae  difcuflTion,  were  calculated  to  produce  the  worft 
•Sleds  on  the  minds  of  the  negroes.  HctJ  he  iiJverted  to  ihe  Cin- 
VoL.XLI.  C 
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dutSl  of  certain  officers  in  the  Weft  Indies^  which,  thou^  he  him— 
felf  did  not  believe  to  be  criminal,  he  wiQied  that  it  m^t  be  iftVef^ 
tigated.     Another  argument  which  appeared  to  him  a  (hong  ottc 
againft  difcuffing  the  queftion  at  prefetit,  was,  that  now  the  flavc^ 
trade  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  exift  ;  for  few  perfoiis  would  be  found 
cnterpiifing  enough  to  hazard  their  property  in  the- trade  when  our 
poffeflions  in  die  iflands  hung  by  a  very  (lender  thread ;  therefore, 
no  danger  could  arife  from  not  paflfing  the  a6t,  while  many  dang^:^ ' 
accrued  from  difcufTmg  the  queftion.     Liking  as  he  did  the  objedk 
in  abftradt,  but  confidcring  the  means  as  hazardous,  he  was  obliged 
to  put  his  negative  on  the  queftion,  and  (hould  move,  that  the  con- 
fidcration  of  it  (hould  be  deferred  to  this  day  fix  months.' 

Mr.  EAST  faid,  that  among  the  various  good  qualities  whic^ 
were  poflTefled  by  the  honourable  mover,  his  bcft  friends,  he  believed, 
were  not  inclined  to  give  him  credit  for  much  di(bretion.     It  ap* 
pcared  to  him  that  no  motion  could  be  more  indifcteet  in  At  pre- 
(ent  circumftances,  than  the  one  brought  forward  at  piefent.     If 
the  French  were  gaining  ftrength  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  were  do- 
ing all  in  their  power  to  inftigate  the  flaves  to  rebellion  and  revolt, 
it  became  the  Houfe  to  aft  witli  great  caution,  left  by  the  difcuflion 
of  qucftions  fimilar  to  tliis,  they  did  not  increafe  the  effect  of  the  ' 
efforts  of  the  Frencli.      If  the  flaves  were  predifpofed  to  rebel,  to 
whom  was  the  country  to  look  as  the  authors  and  caufes  of  that 
alarming  difpofition  r  Was  it  to  the  honourable  mover,  or  hi^  op-  • 
poncnts  r  Who  was  it  diat  had  inculcated  that  the  negroes  wete  ii^  • 
ti  ftate  of  grievous  oppreffion  ?  The  honourable  mover.     Who  wa»  ♦ 
it  that  had  excited  ftrong  jealoufies  and  doubts  in  their  mirids^bjr 
filling  their  imaginations  with  notions  of  grievances  and  wrongs  i 
The  honourable  mover.  Every  fucceflSve  difcuftion  of  this  queftion 
had  been  produdlivc  of  great  uneafincfs,  both  to  the  planters  and 
the  flaves  ;  who  had  each  of  them  been  mifled  by  theituccurate  nc- 
prefenration  of  what  had  paffcd  in  the  Houfe.    He  thou^  the  dif- 
cuffion  ought  to  be  deferred  to  a  period  when  the  danger  would  b« 
over,  as  at  prefent  there  did  not  exift  the  ncccflity  of  interfering,' 
fince  the  condition  of  the  flaves  had  h^cn  materially  meliorated. 
With  refpedt  to  what  had  been  faid  on  tlie  refolution  of  the  Houfe, 
in  the  year  1792,  he  wifhed  gentlemen  to  recoUeS  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  pafled :  it  was  at  a  very  late  hour  of  the  nightp 
after  the  original  motion  of  the  honourable  mover  had  been  nega- 
tived by  a  great  majority,  and  after  feveral  other  intermediate  my 
tions  for  a  fpcedier  abolition  had  alfo  been  negatived.    Several  gen* 
tlemen  had  alfo  been  led  to  give  their  vote  for  that  refolution  by  a 
fort  of  implied  compadl;  /  that  by  doing  fo^  tiicy  (hould  avoid  the 
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nifchicf  of  leaving  fo  dangerous  a  queftion  agitated  in  the  interval ; 
and  therefore  chofe  the  leatl  of  two  evils.  What,  however,  had 
been  the  conduft  of  the  honourable  mover?  Inflead  of  fulfilling  the 
engagement,  he  had  brought  forward  the  quedion  every  feflfion  (ince 
that  period.  He  conceived  it  proper  alfo  to  wait  the  dccifion  of  the 
Lords,  to  whom  that  refolution  had  been  fcnt,  and  from  whom  no 
letum  whatever  had  been  fcnt  on  the  fubjei5l ;  he  could  conceive  no 
xeafon  for  their  condudt,  other  than  the  difFcrerice  between  the  eVi- 
<icnce  offered  to  the  one  Houfe  and  the  other.  In  the  Hoofe  of 
Lords  all  evidence  mud  be  given  on  oath,  which  was  not  confident 
With  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  he  believed  that  this 
made  a  great  alteration  in  the  matter  communicated.  With  refpedl 
to  the  frcth  evidence  produced,  he  defired  it  might  be  confidered 
what  the  nature  of  that  evidence  was.  The  book  to  which  they  had 
been  referred  was  publifhed  either  under  the  aufpiccs  of  the  honour- 
ahk  gpntleman  or  his  friends.  Some  gentlemen  undertake  to  fet 
up  a  colony  in  Africa,  and  they  aflbciate  together  for  the  exprcfs 
purpofe  of  abolifhing  the  flave  trade.  The  information  was  pro- 
feficdly  ooUcdted  by  perfons  fent  by  gentlemen  aflbciated  for  this 
vciy  purpofe.  It  was  therefore  to  be  expedted,  from  the  nature  of 
roan,  that  a  deal  of  prejudice  and  b|as  mud  be  mixed  with  it,  and 
therefore  no  great  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  it. 

However  highly  they  might  as  individuals  be  rcfpcfled,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  but  as  individuals  they  were  of  the  highcd  character, 
the  book  publiihed  in  thefe  circumdanccs  mud  evidently  appear  to 
pafs  through  a  fufpicious  channel.  He  allowed,  that  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  difproportion  of  fexes,  which  had  been  occafioned  partly  by  di- 
fcafes  incident  to  the  climate,  fo  the  remedy  had  been  adopted 
which  gradually  introduced  a  fydem  of  amelioration.  He  conclu- 
ded by  agreeing  with  the  propoflil  made  by  his  honourable  friend 
Vr'tiofpoke  lad — ^That  the  farther  confidcration  of  the  quedion 
fhould  be  podponed  for  fix  months. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  he  expefled,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man brought  forward  his  motion  that  day,  that  he  would  have 
been  able  to  date  fome  new  arguments  in  fupport  of  it,  but  was 
fluffed  to  find  that  nothing  of  that  kind  had  been  offered ;  and 
thocfbre  hb  opinion  could  not  poffibly  be  altered  on  the  fubjedt ; 
which  had  ever  been,  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  was 
equally  unjud  and  impraSicable,  and  that  the  quedion  ought  not 
to  be  agitated  at  all.  He  confidered  the  publications  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  .Company  as  afiertions,  and  not  proofs  ;  and  v^'arned  the  Houfe, 
from  what  die  knew  refpedting  Captain  Kimber's  cafe,  not  to  be  Ic 
away  by  aflertions.     He  then  diftantly  alluded  to  the  circumdanc 

C  a 
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that  had  taken  place  in  the  Wd\  Indies  during  ttie  lad  campaign, 
which  he  feeraed  to  think  required  Tofnc  invcftigation.  He  con* 
eluded  by  alking,  if  this  nnition  were  carried,  what  recompencc  the 
Country  could  expe£t  for  the  lo(s  of  h)ood  and  men  in  gaining '  the 
French  Weft  India  iflands  ?  There  would,  in  his  opinion,  remain 
no  fccurity  for  propeity  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD   faid,   he  fliould  have  been  alhamcd  t€> 
trouble  the  Houfe  on  this  queftion,  whicli  had  been  fo  often  agita- 
ted, and  had  been  fupported  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  on  all  others, 
by  fuch  irrefiftible  arguments  on  the  part  of  his  honourably  friend 
.  (  Mr.  Wilberforce ) ;  yet   fince,  contrary  to  his  expeflations,  the 
motion  had  met  with  opponents  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  could 
not  do  otherwife  than  lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  fupport  fo  momen^^^ 
tous  and  important  a  meafure.     The  gentlemen  who  had  oppofed 
the  motion  had  deprecated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  difcuflfion  of  the 
queAion  ;  he  was  very  glad  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  prevent  its 
being  difcuffcd.    He  was   determined,  for  one,  they  (hould  never 
have  it  in  tlicir  power  to  prevent  it,  excepting  by  the  only  way,  by 
putting  it  to  reft  for  ever  in  the  only  manner  it  ought  to  be  put  to 
reft,  by  the  total  abolition  of  that  moil  abominable  and  iniquitous 
traffic.     He  pledged  himfclf  moft  folemnly,  that  if  no  other  perfdh 
would  (land  forth  on  the  occafion,  he  himfelf  would  every  fclTion 
of  Parliament,  as  long  as  he  had  a  feat  in  the  Houfc,  bring  forward 
the  queftion  till  tlie  great  and  glorious  end  they  had  in  view  was  ac- 
compliftied.      It  was  true  that  the  condition  of  the  flaveshad  been 
meliorated  ;  and  it  was  equally  true  that  the  caufe  of  that  meliora- 
tion had  been  the  difcufion  of  the  queftion  in  that  Houfe.     Very  far 
indeed  was  its  agitation  from  being  likely  to  produce  bad  confequen^ 
CCS ;  on  the  contrary,  by  bringing  before  the  public,  enormities  which 
had  been  exccrciied  on  the  poor  wretched  (laves  by  their  mercilefs 
ta(k-mafters,  the  planters  had  been  obliged  to  feel  a  fort  of  remorfe 
for  dieir  paft  a<3ions,  which  they   did  rwt  experience,    while  they 
fuppofed  the  knowledge  of  their  crimes  had  bean  confined  to  a  nar- 
row compafs ;  fo  that,  by  fomc  n*gulations  confiftcnt  with  humanity 
and  juftice,  they  had  attempted  to  comptnfatc  for  the  grofs  violation 
of  thofe  duties,  previous  to  the  difcufion  of  the  queftion.      It  had 
been  a(rcrred,  that  the  meafure  would  be  nugatory  at  prefent,  becaufe 
the  war  had  nearly  annihilated  the  trade  itfclf ;  if  riiis  were  true,  as 
he  hoped  it  was,  -one  natural  confideration  offered  itfelf  inftanta- 
nioufly  to  the  mind.      Every  perfon,  without  diftindion  of  party, 
during  war,  kx>ked  forward  to  peace  ;  but  how  muft  the  joyi  which 
every  one  would  experience  in  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace,  be 
damped  by  die  reftcdionj  that  by  fo  happy  an  event  all  the  horrors 
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in  Afiica  would  be  renewed ;  that  all  the  devaftation  and  iniquity, 
cxfocifed  cm  the  unforttmate  inhabitants  of  that  devoted  country, 
^wxmld  again  be  repeated  vith  accumulated  enormity.     It  (hould  be 
ocxifidcrcd,  chat  the  care  of  the  Almighty  Difpofcr  of  all  things  wa3 
merely  confined  to  Europe,  but  tliat  his  omnipotence  and  gpod- 
fpread   itfelf  equally  over  Afia  and  Africa  :  and  that  if  this 
country  did  not  wipe  away  the  foul  ftain  of  iniquity  which  had  pol- 
luted it  in  this  traffic^  it  was  liable  to  a  refponiibility  unequalled  by 
any  Wuch  the  human  mind  could  picture  to  itfelf.  It  had  been  rc- 
oommended  to  the  Houfe  to  wait  till  the  Lords  had  made  their  com- 
munications to  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjc6t ;  he  was  not  furprifed  that  ' 
diis  (hoold  be  recommended  by  the  friends  to  the  Slave  Trade  ;  for 
if  they  were  to  wait  till  that  period  (he  would  not  fay  when,  for 
no  period  could  be  afligncd   at  which  any  reafonable  expedfations 
could  be  formed  that  the  Lords  would  iiniOi  their  examination  oC 
the  buiinefs )  he  was  afraid  no  good  end  could  be  anfwercd.     He 
had  a  ftatement  in  his  ^and,  extracted  ftom  the  Journals  of,th« 
Lords,  by  which  it  appc^ared,  that  in  three  years  they  had  only  de- 
voted fourteen  days  to  the  examination  of  this  moft  important  fubjc<ft. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  hoped,  were  not  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
ihame  as  the  Lords  appeared  to  be— 

[  Mr.  Whitbread  was  here  called  to  order.— He  repeated  his 
words,  and  was  again  called  to  order.  ] 

If  it  was  diforderly  to  ftate  it  in  that  manner,  he  would  ftate  it 
odierwife.  He  wifhed  it  were  poflibic  to  refute,  by  fafts,  the  ftate- 
ment he  held  in  his  hand,^and,  confiftently  with  the  forms,  he  muft 
fay,  that  if  he  (hould  find  in  the  Journals  of  the  Lords,  that,  in  the 
firft  year  of  their  conGderation  on  the  fubjcct,  they  had  employed 
only  fix  days,  and  examined  only  fcven  witncfscs ;  and  in  the  third 
feflion,  had  employed  three  days,  and  examined  two  witneffes  ;  h« 
ihould  fay  that  it  would  in  the  highcft  degree  be  difgraceful  to  them. 
There  was  no  way,  he  faid,  of  forcing  the  Lords  to  a  dccifion  but 
by  the  Commons  urging  them  to  do  juftice,  and  reminding  them 
they  muft  not  blink  the  bufinefs.  They  Houfe  of  Lords  were  afraid 

of  entering  into  it,  begaufe  they  knew 

[  Mr.  Whitbread  was  again  called  to  order.  ] 
The  SPEAKER  faid,   he  was  fure   the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  fuch  langunge. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  apologifed  ;  but  he  declared  he  felt  the 
conduA  of  the  Lords  on  this  occaiion  fo  ftrongly,  as  to  hurry  him 
perhaps  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  He  was  very  forry  to 
mention  with  difapprot  at  ion,  any  brunch  of  the  Lcgiflaturc  ;  and 
though  he  ihould  not  rc^)eat  his  words,  yet  no  favourable  inference 
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cQuld  \^  drawn  from  their  ponduA.  Som^  chaiges  had  been  hint- 
ed againft  the  conduA  of  Ibme  gcndemcn  In  the  Weft  Indies. 
He  ihould,  in  reply  to  thofe,  fay,  that  he  knew  thofe  charges 
would  hji  met  with  eagemefs,  and  that  when  examined/  (examir^- 
tion  was  courted  by  the  perfons  alluded  to)  the  whole  would  turn' 
out  to  be  unfounded  calumnies. 

Mr.  BARH  AM  explained,  that  what  he  had  alluded  to  refpedl- 
ing  our  operations '  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  arifen  njierely  from 
public  rumour,  and  that,  as  for  himfelf,  he  did  not  believe  the 
reports  with  rcfpedl  to  Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jarvis. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  that  as  tliis  queftion  /wps 
to  be  difcuffed  every  feffion,  he  felt  obUged,  as  it  was  not  innppf- 
fiblc  he  might  not  be  in  the  Houfe  at  other  times  when  it  would 
be  difcuffed,  to  ftate,  that  his  opinions  were  by  no  means  changed, 
with  refpedl  to  the  abfurdity  and  danger  of  the  motion.     So  far 
from  thinking  that  the  condud  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ought  to  be 
blamed,  he  thought  it  did  them  honour;  as  they  had  excrcifed  the 
light  vefted  in  them  by  the  conftitution,  in  curbing  the  pernicious 
cffedts  of  a  mifchievous  zeal.     He  wiflicd,  however,  that  they  had 
put  a  negative  on  it  at  once.     As  to  the  rcfolution  paffcd  in  1 792, 
he  muft  fay,  that  he  thought  the  Houfe  had  chofen  the  leaft  of 
what  they  thought  two  evils,  with  an  cxpedtation  that  the  good 
fenfcof  the  Aflembly  would  be  rcftorcd  by  the  year  1796.     At 
firft  the  immediate  abolition  was  not  held  out  by  the  moft  fanguine 
opponent  of  the  Slave  Trade;  if  it  had,  he  was  convinced  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  would  have  rejcfled  it.     He  fuppofcd  the 
honourable  gentlcjpan  who  moved  the  queftion,  did  it  from  mo- 
tives that  would  gain  him  merit  in  another  world,   for  with  him 
he  was  fure  it  would  gain  none  here.    He  objedled  to  the  motion  as 
deftruftive  of  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  country  ;  nay,  as 
inconfiftent  widi  that  vcxy  humanity  which  was  the  great  pica  of 
thofe  who  favoured  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  he  had  attended  withfomc 
anxiety  to  what  had  fallen  from  every  gentleman  who  had  fpoken, 
but  did  not  recollc(!!t  to  have  heard  any  one  new  aigument  againft 
the  abolition ;  and  not  being  dcfirous  to  fpcnd  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  in  endeavouring  to  refute  thofe  whofe  wcaknefs  had  been  re- 
pcatedly  expofcd,  he  fhould  have  remained  entirely  filcnt,  but  on 
account  of  ibme  cxprcflions  which  had  dropt  from  an  honourable 
Alderman  viho  had  juft  fpoken.  The  honourable  Alderraan 
(Ncwnham)  had  not  indeed  dealt  much  in  argument,  nor  was  there 
any  novelty  in  thofe  he  had  ufcd  ;  but  he  had  made  an  ajpiiion 
co?rt^Het€ly  ?inv,  and  equally  aftonifiiing :  fo  flran^e,  indeed,  as^to 
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mark  as  great  a  deficiency  in  memory,  as  he  thought  fome  other 
parts  of  his  fpccch  did  in  judgement.     He  had  aflferted  immediaU 
nhdiiian  to  be  a  new  idea,  never  till  lately  avowed  even  by  the  ho- 
nourable mover  of  the  queftion  or  his  firiends.     Inftead  of  which, 
it  was  impoflible  that  any^  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  paid 
the  fmallcft  attention  to  the  fubje^Sl,  could  fail  to  recoiled,  that 
from   its  very  carlieft  ftage  immediate  abolition  of  the  SUrue  Trade^ 
without  a  moment's  unneccffary  delay,  had  ever  been  their  undif- 
guifed  objcft.     Grofs,  however,   as  this  miftake  was,  he  ima- 
gihed  he  could  aflign  its  caufe.     The  enemies  of  this  meafure  had 
induftrioufly  mifreprefcnted  the  abolitionifts  as. intending  to  eman- 
cipate the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  pretence  of  dc- 
ftroying  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  the  honourable  Alderman  had  fo 
long  given  into  this  idea,  as  at  laft  to  have  confounded,  in  his  own 
mind,  their  dired  difavowal  of  an  intention  which  they  never  en- 
tertained, (bccaufc  they  never  confidcred  the  object  as  dcfirable  but 
in  a  gradual  aiii  progreffivc  mode)  with  a  fuppofed  concealment  of 
thoTc  their  reil  obje^ls,  which,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  always 
declared  with  the  utmoft  poflible  publicity.     Mr.  Smith  faid,  he 
if2s  rather  furprized  to  obferve,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Barham)  had  appeared  ftill  to  mix  thofe  two  ideas  which  it  had  bfeen 
lo  often  endeavoured  to  diftinguifli ;  for  that  a  very  large  part  of 
his   fpccch  was   rather  diredled  agninft  the  difclaimed  projcS  of 
•fkaneipation,  and  therefore,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  the  lefs 
neccflary  to  reply  to  his  arguments,  had  they  been  new.    With  re- 
fp^  to  the  ameliorated  fituation  of  the  .flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
Which  another  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Eaft)  had  mentioned  fo 
niudi  to  the  praife  of  the  colonifts,  and  which  his  honourable  friend  ' 
(Mr.  Whitbrcad)  had  afcribed  to  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  in 
Engtand,  he  muft  fay  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  to  that  circum- 
ftance  alone  that  they'  owed  every  increafe  of  their  ftill  fo  fcanty 
comforts ;  and  this  might  be  almoft  demonftrated  by  an  infpcd^ion 
of  the  colonial    laVs :  from  thence  it  appeared,  tliat  previoufly  to 
the  year  1787  fcarcely  a  ftatutc  for  Xht  prote^ion  of  flaves  exifted^ 
The  famous  'confolldated  aA  of  Jamaica,  of  which  full  as  ii;fuch 
had'been  faid  as^  it  defcfvcd,  paffed  in  1788.     Before  this  period 
every  ifland  almoft  had  a  flave  code;  but  they  were  little  elfe  than 
barbarous  cdifls  for  the  fccurity  of  fufpicious  tyrants,  and  afforded 
to  the  dcfencelefs  fcrvant  fcarcely  the  (lighteft  prote^ion  agaiiift  either 
tlie  rage,  the  malice,  or  the  capricious  and  wanton  cruelty  of  his 
ntiftcr— hirdly  againft  that  of  any  white  man  whatfoever.     Not 
cvcit  die  chara'iSlers  of  juftice,  far  lefs  of  mercy,  were  to  be  difco- 
itaA  in  them  \  and  lefs  ftill  did  they  appear  to  referable  the  pro- 
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duclions  of  mk  and  humane  Iqgidators^  defirous  of  oontributir^  to 
the  happincfs,  the  fafetj,  and  the  comfort  of  the  communities, 
whofe  intcrefts  were  cntrufted  to  their  attention  and  care.  2VIr« 
Smith  concluded  with  fexprefling  his  warmeft  concurrence  in  favour 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  as  often  as  the  prcfent  fubje£l  was  agi- 
tafedy  he  viewed  it  as  of  fuch  importance,  that  he  could  not  content 
himfclf  with  giving  merely  a  filent  vote  On  a  queftion  on  which  bis 
heart  was  fo  much  interefted,  and  every  feeling  of  his  mind  en- 
gaged.    He  had  diftinflly  faid  from  the  beginning  that  there  was  no 
regulation  of  the  trade  which  he  could  affent  to,  except  with  a  vicw^ 
to  its  complete  abolition  ;  and  it  was  then  he  had  made  ufc  of  the 
cxpreffion  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  **  Would  they 
confcnt  to  regulate  injuftice  and  methodize  murder?"  To  confine 
themfelves  merely  to  regulation,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fort  of 
crooked  policy,  and  a  departure  from  the  unalterable  principles  of 
morality  and  juftice.     The  cafe  had  been  ftjited,  would  it  not  be 
better,  if  fuch  an  objeft  could  be  cfFeSed,  to  diminifh  by  regula^ 
tions  the  frequency  of  the  crime  of  murder,  even  than  to  prohibit 
its  commiflion  ?   His  anfwer  was,  that  no  fpeculative  advantage 
fron\  fuch  regulations  could  outwcigli  the  great  moral  difadvantage 
of  any  Icgiflatlire  affording  their  d6untcnance  to  murder.     If  there 
was  a  country  in  which  cannibal ifm  prevailed,  ought  we  to  bring 
men  from  Africa  for  the.  purpofe  of  being  devoured,  becaufe,  by 
being  in  our  hands,  the  trade  might  be  attended  with  fewer  vi(^mft 
than  would  othen^'ifc  be  facrificcd  to  the  favagc  appetites  of  thofe 
defhoyers  of  men  ?     Ought  the  Britifh  Lcgiflature  to  become  the 
agents  or  proteftors  of  (o  inhuman  a  traffic?  The  greateft  evil 
would  be  removed  if  once  the  Parliament  withdrew  their  fahdlion 
from  the  pra6^ipe  of  the  Slave  Trade.     Oncjgood,  at  leaft,  had 
refulted  from  the  difcuflion  :  no  one  was  now  found  to  defend  the 
trade  itfclf. 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Barham)  who  oppofed  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  had  ftated,  that  he  was  as  great  an  enemy  to  the  trade, 
and  as  anxious  for  its  abolition,  as  the  lionourable  mover  himfelf. 
The  African  trade,  he  fhould  ever  contend,  wa&  a  fyftcm  of  in- 
juftice and  cruelty,  which  degraded  every  man  who  pra^fcd,  and 
every  Legiflature  which  fan<flioned  It.  .  With  refpcd  to  the  qucf- 
tion  of  the  propriety  of  the  time,  he  could  not  help  adverting  to 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place  in  tlie  Houfc  of  Lords.  Their 
Lordfhips  might,  no  doubt,  have  their  reafons  for  the  dilatory 
mode  which  tl  cy  hnd  adopted  in  treating  the  queftion :  he  did  not 
know  them,  and^  till  he  knew  what  they  were,  he  was  bound  t« 
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Jtfped  them«  fiut  this  was  the  very  reafon  why  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
1910ns  ought  not  to  let  die  queftion  alone,  but  to  bring  it  forwrird  for 
fycfli  difcuflion,  till  foaicthing  ef!e6tual  fhould  be  done  in  the  buii- 
nef^.  The  Rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  was  fent  up  to  the  Peers  in 
the  month  of  Aprt]>  1792  ;  during  the  remainder  of  that  feflion» 
thdr  Lordihips  had  allotted  fix  days  to  the  fubjedl^  and  examined 
ieven  witnefles :  the  next  year  they  had  allotted  five  days,  and  ex*- 
antincd  alfo  feven  witnefles ;  but  the  year  following,  they  had  ap- 
propriated oidy  three  days,  and  examined  not  more  than  two  wit« 
nei&s.  It  was  to  be  remarked,  that  during  the  fmall  remainder 
of  the  year  1792,  they  had  done  mneh  more  than  in  cither  of 
the  fiMequent  years ;  and  if  they  proceeded  in  ihe  fame  way^ 
"What  day  or  part  of  a  day  they  might  devote  to  the  fubjedt  in  the 
prefent  feffion,  was  a  matter  of  nice  calculation..  An  honourable 
getitlenian  (Mr.  Eaft)  had  faid,  t)iat  the  Houfe  had  voted  their  re- 
iblation  for  abolifliing  the  flave-trade  in  1796,  at  a  late  hour  ;  a 
cttcumftanoe  iriiich  furely  was  not  by  any  means  unufual  in  debatesi  ' 
on  important  fubjeds.  He  had  (aid  alfo,  that  it  was  voted  by 
oompromife ;  the  advocates  for  the  abolition  had,  undoubtedly,  as 
great  a  r^ht  to  an  equal  (hare  of  the  benefit  of  that  compromife 
as  their  opponents.  But  the  Houfe  had  not  only  come  to  this  refo-  > 
lutbn,  but  had  come  alfo  to  feveral  others,  tending  to  the  gradual 
abcdltion  of  the  trade ;  fuch  as  putting  an  end  to  the  foreign  trade. 
But  all  th)s  the  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  the  Houfe  had 
done,  tnifting  .that,  previous  to  the  year  1 796,  they  might  come 
tD  their  fenfcs.  If  they  were  mad  in  coming  to  thcfe  refolutions, 
and  tnifted  that,  previous  to  the  period  when  they  were  to  be  car- 
tied  into  execution,  they  would  come  to  their  fenfes,  this  was  the 
moft  fingular  {pedes  ^  infanity  of  which  he  had  ever  heard.  ^  But 
dieic  was  another  circumftance  which  dcferved  attention.  At  that 
time  the  table  of  the  Houfe  was  covered  with  petitions  fioTi  all 
parts  of  the  country.  W.ls  it  then  only  to  get  rid  of  the  public 
pieflure  of  the  petitions  that  they  had  come  to  thefe  refoluticns  ? 
If  the  Houfe  did  not  efFedhially  follow  up  their  rcfolutions,  their 
condud  would  moft  certainly  admit  of  fuch  an. interpretation  :  nor 
did  he  know  how  he  (hould  be  able  to  refute  it.  It  was  a  fcrious 
diif^,  that  a  body,  fuhlifling  upon  public  opinion,  \vhich  he  con- 
tended to  be  particularly  the  cafe  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
ihould  prcfervc  the  contiftency  of  their  charafter,  and  the  rcfpcrt 
of  thrir  proceedings.  Had  any  thing  been  ftued  by  the  opponents 
of  the  abolition  to  prove  that  the  former  calciilation  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Wilbcrforcc)  with  refpect  to  the  poflibiUty  of 
keeping  up  '^hc  fupply  of  flavcs  without  any  additional  importation 
Vol.  XU.  D  ' 
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were  fallatious,  or  to  (how  that  they  were  not  as  foUd  as  they  ap* 
prated  to  be  pcrfuafwc  and  convincing  f    Another  argument  had 
been  drawn  from  the  cxiftcnce  of  the  war,  and  the  danger  appre- 
hended from  the  flaves.     Do  you  wiih  then,  faid  Mr.  Fox,    to  in- 
<:reafc  the  number  of  thofc  whom  you  dread  ?  The  moft  dangerous^ 
flaves  had  always  been  defcribed  to  be  thofc  who  were  newly  infi- 
ported.     When  the  impor ration  was  abolilhcd,  the  condition  of  the 
exifting  flaves  would  he  rendered  better,  and  the  ground   of  their 
difcontent  removed.     But  an  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that 
they  would  be  diiTatisfied  if  the  importation  from  Africa  was  abo- 
lifhcd ;  that  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  new   flaves   was  to  the 
others  a  day  of  joy  and  of  triumph.     He  did  not  know  the  fa<5h- 
nor  was  he  difpofcd  to  envy  the  pleafures  of  any  defcription  of  men',' 
but  he  could  not,,  upon  any  principle,  account  for  fuch  an  infernal 
joy*  fuch  a  deteflable  jubilee,  as  the  honourable  gentleman   had 
defcribed.     Bn  proportion  as  their  numbers  were  few,  it  was  natu- 
ral to  fuppofc  that  they  would  be  more  likely  to  be  bettter  treated 
If,  however,  tlicy  were  fo  extremely  ignorant,  fo  extremely  fhort- 
fighted,  as  to  feci  any  fatisfadion  from  the  arrival  of  other  fiavesi, 
their  infatuation  and  bKndneis  were  no  grounds  why  the  Houfe 
thould  not  decide  by  putting  an  end  to  the  flave  trade,  that  th^ 
days  of  thch*  jubilee,  arifing  from  the  acceflion'  of  companions  itii 
wretchcdnefs,    fliould  be  for  ever  terminated.     But  it  had  been 
dated,  that,  during  the  war,  the  trade  had  been  fuipended.      If 
'  luch  was  the  cafe,   it  was  only  ncceflary  to  pafs  a  bill  in  order  to 
prevent  its  renewal.     The  cffcft  ©f  fuch  2^  bill,  it  was  contended,  • 
would  only  be  to  revive  the  trade :   but  this  was.pufliing  the*  argu- 
ment to  a  pitch  of  extravagance  to  which  he  could  tv)t  aflent.     k 
was  indeed  faying,  that  even  rf  (he  bill  was  pafTed,  it  would  not 
prevent  the  importation  of  flaves.     He  was  aware  how  exceedingly 
difficult  it  was  t3  carry  into  execution  any  meafures  that  militatecf 
«gain(l  the  private  intcrclls  of  individuals.     But  the  fame  thing 
applied  to  all  prohibit'>Ty  and  revenue  bills  \  fuch  as  thofc  which 
impofcd  reftrrcftions  on  fmuggllng,  &c.     If  ,they  CDok   fo  much 
pains  for  the  objcd  of  revenue,  ought  they  not  to  do  as  much  in  a 
caufc  on  which  the  honour  and  reputation,  and  if  the  honour  and 
reputation,  the  cxiftcnce,  of  the  country  depended  ?     Much  had 
been  faid  by  the  honourable  mover  wliich  had  received  no  anfwer. 
If -the  French  ftiould  fucceed  in  their  plan  of  training,  difciplin- 
ing,  and  arming  the  negroes^  might  it  not  be  neceffary  for  us  to 
.  oppofe  them  by  the  fame  means  ?    In  fuch  a  (Ttuation,  we  would 
furcly  hive  much   more  to  hope  from  having  treated  the  negroes 
m  ith  kindnefs  and  confidence^  than  fnjm  having  adopted  the  con' 
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tniy  fyftcm.     If  we  continued  to  bring  new  llaves  ftom  Africa,  • 
we  were  in  feft  importing  not  fo  much  y.  ealth  and  ftrcngth,  but  fo 
much  wcakneTs,  {filcontent,  and  rebellion.     Mr.  Long  mentioned, 
that  the  ncwly-iiflported  flaves  were  the  moft  dangerous.     In  pro- 
portion then  aS' we  increafecf  the  importation,    we  increafcd   the 
dinger,      if  all  fenfc  of  humanity  was  extinguifhed,  if  jufticehad' 
hA  its  empire,  the  Houfp,  ought  <o  pats  a  bill  prohibittng  the  im-' 
portation,  in  order  tp  rcmore  the  danger.     Much  had  lately  been* 
urged  of  the  danger  ariiing  from  the  importation  of  French  prin- 
ciples.    The  importation  of  men  fmarttng  wirfi  a  fenfe  of  recent 
¥Tongs  and  injuries,  and  not  taught  to  expeft  any  milder  treat- 
ment than  that  which  tlicy  "had  already  experienced^  was  more 
dangerous  than  the  importation  of  any  fVench  principles  whatever. 
Every  frefli  importation  of  flavies  firom  Africa  was  a  new  ground  of 
hupe  to  the  French,  and  of  danger  to  the  Bririfli  poffcffions.    With 
icipcd  to  what  had  hicn  ^rged  of  the  fltuation  of  tlie  flaves  being 
much  better  than  that  of  the  lowefjoirders  in  this  country,  he  <Rd 
rioc  carry  his  philanthropy  quite  fo  ht  asto  be  prepared  to  vindicate 
the  continuance  of  the  ti^de  upon  this  reafoning.     Why  did  not  - 
•we  fend  our^own  countrymen  to  fhare  in  the  blcflings  of  a  fituation 
which  was  ftated  to  be  fo  much  better  than  their  own  ?   Why 
ihould  we  go  fo  fiir  as  Africa  to  force  the  poor  negroes  from  their 
native  foil,  in  order  to  place  them  in  a  fltuation  preferable  to  that 
if  the  fubjcAs  of  this  country  ?  Why  (hould  we  be  fo  wild  in  our 
beneficence,  as  to  tear  them  from  contented  mifery,  and  obtrude 
•  ^q>on  them  a  happincfs  which  they   diililced  ^    In  fhort,   he   had 
heard  no  argiiment  againd  the  abolition,  that  was  founded  on  fnir 
and  ingenuous  principles.      He  liad  heard  one  afgumcnr,    that  the    * 
means  na#  propofod  were  not  the  moft  proper  means  to  bring  about 
in  abolition.     To  this,  he  had  only  to  anfivcr,  that  when  they  had 
an  important  oJ>jed  in  view,  it  was  natural  for  them  to  take  the 
•noft  plain  and  obvious  means  of  arriving:  at  their  end.     Hi  thought 
that,  even  if  they  (hould  not  fucceed  in  the  objee^  of  cffciStihg  a 
complete  abdidon,  it  was  nr^iterial  to  do  away  the  greateft  of  all 
«^ils,  that  of  a  Briiirti  Parliament  giving  countenance  to  the  cxift- 
^nce  of  a  crime  the  moft  atrocious  in  the  records  of  hiftory.     No 
Jnoral  evil  could  be  greater  than  that  thofe  who  argued  for  injuftice, 
violence,  robbery  and  murder,  when  they  could  not  avail  them- 
^-Ives  of  rcafoning,  ftiould  be  able  to  urge  on  their  fide  the  autho- 
^*^  of  Pariiamcnt.     On  this  ground  he  canfidcred  as  h'ghly  mcri- 
toriuus  the  declarations  of  the  honourable  mover,  and*  o.'  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  that  they  would  not  let  the  fubjed  deep,  but.  re- 
vive ii  by  {redi  difcuffions,   till  they  ftiouid  fucceed  in  <:ffecVing 
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their  objed  of  a  complete  aboUdon  of  this  in£anieu$  and  -dHgraceful 

traffic. 

.  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  when  thisqueftion  was  firft 
agitated,  he  felt  it  impoflible  to  agree  with  either  the  one  lide  or 
the  orfier,  becaufb  the  gentlemen  on  bcih  (ides  were  equally  far  fitun 
that  medium  which  he  conceived  good  policy  (hould  lead  the  Fioufe 
to  adopt.     On  the  one  fide  it  was  contended,  that  an  immediate, 
sibfolute,  unqualified  abolition  of  the  trade  (hould  take  place^    and 
that  no  mcafure  (hort  of  that  oug^t  to  be  adopted.     On  the  odier 
fide  it. was  argued  with  equal  vehenienoe,  that  an  abolition  of  this 
trade  would  not  only  be  the  total  ruin  of  our  Well- India  iflands, 
but  that  it  would  in  hA  be  detiimental  to  the  caufe  of  humanity. 
He  had  the  gpod  or  ill  fortune,  he  would  not  determine  which,    to 
difTent  from  each  of  ^fc  arguments,  and  to  adopt  a  middle  line 
between  them  both.     It  appeared  to  him  confident  bod\  with  policy 
and  humanity,  that  the  (lave  trade  flnould  be  aboli(hed ;  but  ho 
thought  it  was  not  a  meafure  that  ought  to  be  inftantly  carried  inta 
execution ;  it  required  time  in  order  to  cfkSt  it  completely,  and 
without  injury  to  thoTe  perfons  whofe  property  was  embarked  Xo  a 
vaft  amount  in  this  concern.     He  found  it  a  dtffieidt  matter  to  fix 
the  prccife  time  at  which  it  (hould  entirely  ceaie ;  but  he  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  to  find,  that  the  Houfe  had  rcfolved  that  the 
abolition  (hould  take  place  in  1796,     This  refolution  appeared  to 
him  not  to  give  a  fufficient  time  for  the  merchants  and  planters  tc^ 
arningc  their  aiFairs,*fo  as  not  to  be  injured   by  the  event;  and 
therefore  it  feemed  to  him  to  be  equal  in  point  of  tSb&  to  an  tm-    • 
mediate  abolition.     With  that  impreflion  in  his  mind,  he  had  not 
.  attended  particularly  to  any-of  the  fubfequent  difcuflfions  which  took 
place  upon  this  fubjedl.     He  was  very  ready  to  confc&  the  motives 
of  this  part  of  his  condudl :  he  entertained  a  hope,  that  although 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  reftdution  for  an  immediate  abolitiotii 
or,  what  was  the  fame  thing,  an  abolition  in  the  year  1796,  had 
been  palTed,  yet  that  in  another  place  the  impolicy  of  fuch  a  mea^ 
furc  would  be  apparent,  and  that  means  would  be  ukcn  to  render 
that  refolution  of  the  Commons  inefFcftual. 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  the  mov^r  of  this  quefiitin 
bad  not  dated,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  immediate  abclition  of  th^  trade,  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  might  i  Qt 
have  oppofcd  the  motion,  under  the  idea  that  the  bill  was  not  to  fix 
any  delinite  period  for  the  cclTation  of  the  trad^.  But  the  honour- 
able gcnt'-cman  had  very  candidly  (htcd,  that  he  had  nothing  Ic's  in 
view  tha  1  an  immediate  abolition ;  and  therefore  he  felt  himfclf 
Jx^und  in  confcLencc  to  give  it  every  oppofuion  in  his  pow?r.. 
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The  RefolutioR  whi<;h'the  Houfe  came  to  in  th«  year  1 792  was 

<^  that  the  trade  to  Africa  ihould  be  wholly  aboiifhed  in  the  year 

1796;"  according,  therefore,  to  the  letter  of  the  rcfolution,  the 

abcdition  ought  to  take  place  within  a  few  months  of  t^c  time  in 

which  he  wa3  fpcaking ;  but  however  fuch  an  abolition  might  be 

confonant  to  the  letter  of  the  refolLKion,  he  was  fure  it  was  not  con- 

ibnant  to  its  fpirit :  the  reafon,  as  he  bad  before  ftated«  why  thia 

time  had  been  allowed  was,  that  the  planters  might  have  time  to 

make  fuch  relations  as  the  circumfhmces  required  atnongtheir 

ilaves  in  the  iflands,  and  to  enable  them  to  import  into  the  iflands 

iudi »  number  of  (laves  as  wouM  be  neceiTary  for  their  future  pq>u* 

latkm.      Xhe  queftion  thfcn  for  the  Houfe  <to  confider  was,  whether 

this  obje6l  had  been  obtained,  and  if  that  appeared  not  to  be  the 

cafe,  then  it  would  be  proper  to  determine,  whether  that  was  owipg 

to  any  intentional  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  or  to  ,any  ua« 

forefeen  circumftance.     In .  point  of  fad,  fo  far  from  the  planters 

having  been  able  to  import  fuch  a  number  of  ilaves  as  would  bo 

scceflTary,  fuppoling  the  trade  to  be  entirely  aboliflied  in  .1796, 

that  the  importation  was  comparatively  fmall ;  and  he  believed  that 

the  trade  did  not  exift  at  all,  owing  to  the  war.     Upon  this  view 

of  the  fubje<Sl  the  Houfe  would  fee,  that,  even  upon  the  refdutioa 

of  1792,  the  trade  ought  not  to  be  abolifhed  in  1796. 

He  was  ready  to  confefs  to  the  Houfe,  that,  upon  every  view 
he  was  able  to  take  of  this  important  fubjtcl,  he  had  not  the  cou- 
ta^  to  come  at  once  to  agree  to  the  abolition.  All  the  corre- 
fpondence  between  this  country  and  the  We(t.  Indies  proved,  that 
the  latter  were  in  a  Htuarion  that  required  great  caution  at  home, 
and  every  danger  was  to  be  apprehended,  from  an  enemy  who  were 
aniUous  to  take  every  means  of  diilrefTmg  us,  though  they  did  not, 
at  the  fame  time,  acquire  any  advantage  themfdvcs.  The  honour*^ 
able  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  motion,,  liad  not  ftated  it  ' 
as  his  intention  to  propofe  any  plan  for  ameliorating  the  fituation  of 
the  ilaves  in  the  iilands ;  perhaps  he  had  good  rcafons  for  not  ^  piQ* 
pofing  any  fuch  regulation. 

Mr.  Djndas  faid,  he  (hould  have  liked  the  plan  better  if  it  con- 
tained a  fcheme,  if  any  could  be  devifed,  for  rendering  the  (itua-> 
tion  of  the  (laves  more  comfortable.  But  he  was  much  afraid  that 
this  difcuflion,  even  though  it  il)ould  be  negatived^  woil  i  be  at. 
tended  with  bad  confequences ;  he  was  afraid  it  would  give  an  op<* 
portunity  to  the  French  (who  were  rcacy  to  feiie  every  w^ay  of 
injuring  us  by  any  means)  a  plaufible  pretext  for  ufing  this  argu-^  ^ 
mcnt — *•  You  fee  the  Legiflaturc  of  (Jrcat  Britain  pretend  to  take 
up  the  caiifip  of  juftice  and  humanity  ;  they  fccm.  very  willing  to 
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ooimniferate  the  people  in  Africa,  but  they  have  quite  neglocftcd 
you."     This  argument,  'v^eak  as  it  was,  might  have  great  weight' 
with  unenlightened  minds.     He  wifhed  not  to  enter  at  length  into 
this  fubjed^.     There  were  fome  arguments,  relative  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  which  he  wiflicd  rather  to  inlinuatc  than  to  prefs  openly  ; 
bat  he  was  furc  the  good  fenfc  of  the  Houfe  would  fuggcfi  to  them 
many  points  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  ftate.     It  had  been 
faid  during  the  debate,  that  to  import  flavcs  now,  was  to  impart 
danger.     He  agreed  with   that  propofition,  and  (hould  be  very 
happy  if  it  was  pofTible  to  prev^ent  the  farther  imponation  of  flavcs 
<luRitg.the  war.     What  he  had  ftated  to  theHoufc  was  merely  up- 
on the  queffion  of  aboliOiing  the  trade  immediately :  he  ftili  re- 
tained- the  opinion  which  he  had  expreflfed  to  rfie  Houfe  three  years 
ago  ;  he  ftill  thought,  tliat  policy,  as  well  as  jufticc,  required  that 
the  trade  fliould  be  abolished.      Every  evi?nt  which  had  occurred 
fincc  that  period  fervcd  more  and  more  to  convince  him  of  the  truth 
of  that  opinion.    Every  event  had  convinced  him  how  ven^  dange- 
rous fuch  weapons  mull  be  in  the  hands  of  fuch  an  enemy  as  the 
French.  ' 

Gentlemen,  in  fpcaking  upon  this  fubjc<5l,  had  enlarged  much 
upon  the  omnipotence  of  the  Parliafnent  of  Great  Britain.  No  man 
was  more  anxious  for  the  prcfervation  of  the  power  of  Parliament 
than  he  was  ;  but  he  thouglu  it  very  bad  policy  to  put  that  omnipo- 
tence to  the  ftretch  upon  tiiF.ing  occafions.  It  was  very  eafy  to 
make  an  afl  of  Parliament  here  ;  but  it  should  be  recolleetcd,  that 
it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  in  the  Wci^  Indies  ;  and  there- 
fore, in  order  to  have  its  objed  cftccl daily  attaified,  the  opinions  of 
tlic  Weft  India  planters  tl'^mfclvcs  (hould  go  along  with  Parliament. 
But  he  wiChed  to  addrefs  himfclf  to  the  merchants  and  the  planters^ 
It  was  faid  that  they  were  forming  combinations  in  order  to  pre-  ' 
Tent,  at  any  time,  tlic  abolition  of  this  trade.  Such  j>o]ic\'  would 
not  only  be  injurioufi  to  the  Colonics,  but  muft  be  fatal  to  the 
planters  themfelves.  He  trufted  they  would  fee  their  own  intereft, 
and,  guided,  by  a  liberal  policy,  give  tlieir  fupport  to  the  caufe  of 
julUce  and  hunaanity.  The  propriety  of  abolilhing  the  fl'^ve  trade 
he  thought  no  man  could  doubt ;  and  he  thought  it  equally  cltar, 
that  this  was  not  the  period  for  its  abolition.  He  did  not  mean  to 
mention  the  txzA  time  in  which  it  ought  to  be  abdliftied  ;  but  ha 
tii«Ajght  it  (hould  be  done  gradually,  and  with  fuch  an  allowance  of 
time  as  would  not  make  it  felt  very  fcvi^rt^Iy- 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whiibrcad)  had,  in  tlic  courfc 
of  his  fpccch,  made  fome  obfervations  upon  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
wluch  appeared  to  him  higldy  improper.     He  wi(hed  to  a(k  that 
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honourable  genileman  and  the  Houfe,  how  they  wmtld  feci  if  fiidi 
language  was  ufcd  againft  them  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  He  was 
furc  it  would  fct  the  Committee  in  a  flame,  and  therefore,  gentle- 
men ought  to  confider  what  cffe<£l  fuch  language  muft  have  upon  the 
Houfc  of  Lords.  The  honourable  gentleman  had,  he  fuppofed, 
ufcd  thefe  exprcflions  in  the  warmth  of  his  argument,  but  he  wa* 
fure  difapprovcd  of  them  upon  cooler  confidcration. 

That  honourable  gentlcmnn  had  talked  of  forcing  the  Lords  to 
enmc  to  fome  determination  uporv  this  fubjedt.    He  wiflicd  to  know 
how  the  Lords  were  to  be  forced  ?  The  Commons  might  pafs  a 
lill,  but  were  the  Lords  under  more  •obligations  to  pafs  that  bJll 
than  they  were  to  agree  to  therefolutions  formerly  fent  upr — cer- 
tiinly  not- — The  Lords  fccmed,  upon  this  fubjcft,  to  entertain  an 
opinion  fin^iilar  to  his  own ;  they  thought  this  a  queftion  of  a  very 
important  nature,  and  alfo  that  a  final  dccifion  upon  it  now,  would 
be  not  only  improper,  but  dar»gcrous,  therefore  they  wifely  put  off 
the  fubjcc^.      Upon  the  whole,  he  declared  himfelf  entirely  of  opi- 
nion, that  an  abolition  of  the  trade  was  abfolutely  neceffi\ry,  but 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  hurried  on  with  precipitation  ;  orr  the  c(>ns- 
tTjry,  in  order  to  make  the  abolition  effectual,  it  fhould  be  gradually 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  differed  in  many 
particulars  from  his  right  honourable  friend  who  had  fpoken  laft, 
tnd  though  he  (hould  vote  in  oppofition  to  the  fide  of  the  queftion 
which  he  had  efpoufed,  yet  he  rejoiced  in  one  declarat'on  whi^  he 
»  bad  mide,  that  it  wasneccffarv  ftjrthe  fafetv  of  the  iflnnds  thattlie. 
flave  trade  (hould  ultimately  be  abolifned,  and  with  the  folcmn  ap- 
peal which  he  addrefled  to  the  planters,  adjuring  them  to  turn  thchr 
attention  to  that  object.     It  was  impoffiblc  for  him,  whiM  he  agreed 
in  that  principle,  not  to  regret  that  many  of  thofe  who  would  fup- 
ptjrt  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftign  as  that  efpoufed  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  would  not  come  to  the  fame  declaration.     For  h}» 
own  part  he  entertained  the  firm  and  clear  opinion  that  the  moft 
fpccdy  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  prcfcnt  at  once .  the  moft 
immediate  relief  and  the  moft  effcdtual  fecurity  to  the  iflands,  and 
woulJ  be  the  meafurc  ipoft  highly  conducive  to  the  public  profperity 
ind  the  interefts  of  individuals.      His  right  honourable  friend  had 
taken  three  grounds,  the  firft  of  which  was,  that  the  rcfukition  paffed 
in  1792,  appointed  too  early  a  period  for  the  abolition.     This  re- 
mark had  no  reference  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  prcfent 
time.    No  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  C()ntrovcrt  the  grounds  of 
wpediency,  pn)prictyandju(ticc  on  which  the  Houfe  had  then  come 
to  that  refolutionj  and  foe  liis  own  pint  he  felt  hirnfclf  confirmed  ia 
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a\l  ^Sc^t  particutars.    Secondly,  he  had  urged  that  the  grounds  virhich 
had  induced  them  to  defer  the  abolition  till  1796,  ought  to  Induce 
them,  under  the  prefcnt  circumftanccs,  to  poftpone  it  to  a  longer 
period.     On  what  ground  had  the  Houfc  formed  the  idea  of  hHow- 
ing  four  years  to  clapfe  before  they  took  any  meafures  for  the  abo- 
lition, but  becaufc,  from  the  heft  c^nlculattons,  they  fuppofed  that 
period  would  be  fufficient  to  enable  the  planters  to  procure  the  necef- 
fary  fupply  of  flaves.     On  irifpeding  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that 
filneady  a  greater  number  of  flaves  had  been  imported  than  had  been 
Hated  in  any  of  the  calculations.     In  the  year  1792,  the  number 
imported  exceeded  any  average  of  former  years.     In  the  two  years 
of  war,  the  hade  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent ;  except  from 
fomc  recent  events,  nothing  indeed  had  occurred  to  block  up  the 
ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  prevent  a  free  paflage  to  Africa.—— 
Even  upon  his  own  principle,  his  right  honourable  friend  ought  to 
have  voted  for  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  moyer,  **  To  bring 
in  a  bill  at  a  day  to  be  limited,"  allowing  afterwards,  wlien  the 
blanks  came  to  be  filled  up,  as  much  time  as  he  deemed  neceifary 
for  the  planters  in  order  to  complete  the  fupply  for  cultivating  their 
eftates.     The  third  point  was  one,  on  which  he  felt  confiderablc 
anxiety,  the  danger  of  taking  any  fteps  towards  an  immediate  abo- 
lition at  the  prefent  time.      He  could  not  deny  that  the  ftate  of  the 
colonies  was  peculiarly  tender  and  vulnerable.     At  the  fame  time 
he  could  not  help  rcfledting,  from  what  fource  proceeded  that  very 
ftate  of  peril,  which  fomc  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  difcufs,  and  of 
which  they  fcarcely  iven  dared  to  think.     The  danger  would  not 
havearifen  if  the  claims  of  juftice  and  humanity  had  been  fooner  at- 
tended to  ;  in  order  to  remove  the  evil,  it  became  neceflary  then  to 
abandon  the  policy  which  had  hitherto  been  purfucd.     He  would 
'fuppofe,  for  inftance,  a  mi  fchicvous  enemy  intent  to  accomplifti  the 
worft  ends  by  the  worft  means.     To  what  could  they  turn  with 
greater  hopes  of  fuccefs  their  views,  than  to  all  thofe  bad  paffions 
engendered  by  negro  flavery  ?     He  was  told  that  the  danger  arofc 
from  the  cxifting  flaycs.  The  ortly  danger  that  could  be  apprehended 
from  them  might  be  traced  to  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  th^  engine 
of  mifreprcfentaiion.     On  this  fubjcd,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,   I  am  not  (o 
much  afraid  t>f  falfc  arguments,  as  of  numerous  recruits.  An  armed 
troop  of  barbarians  apj>ear  to  me  much  more  formidable  than  the 
ropij  atrocious  fcries  of  mifreprefcntations.      In  a  bad  caufc  I  fear 
force  more  th;<n  argument.     The  cffc^k,  however,  continued  he, 
of  the  propofcJ  meafure,  would  be  to  dcftroy  even  this  fource  of 
pretended  danger  by  doing  away  all  mifrcprefentation.    Would  git^ 
ing^up  the  exportation  at  ail  tend  to  increafe  the  hardfhips  at  pr^ 
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fcnt  endured  by  the  flaves  ?  Did  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  frdh 
imporcmons  of  (laves  come  to  (hare  the  labours  of  thofc  who  had 
preceded  them,  without  in  the  fmalleft  degree  contributing  to  dimi-  * 
ni(h  their  fuflerings  ?  If  they  were  indeed  anxious  to  calm  the  fears 
sind  to  provide  for  the  interefts  of  the  planters,  whether  would  the 
plan  of  an  immediate  or  a  more  remote  abolition  be  moil  efFe6lual 
far  that  purpofe  ?  But  it  was  contended  that  they  ought  to  wait 
tiU  the  return  of  peace.  He,  on  the  contrar}',  contended,  that  the 
immediate  application  of  the  meafure  was  the  bed  way  of  guarding 
againft  the  danger.  He  was  mod  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they 
ought  not  to  lofe  one  moment  in  putdng  an  end  to  the  trade.  He 
wiflied  much  that  an  end  could  be  put  to  it  thi^  vear,  and  in  order 
to  meet  the  idea  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  it  (hould  alfo 
be  the  laft  year  of  the  war.  At  all  events  they  ought  to  do  that 
which  no  pledge  forbade  them,  to  exert  themfelves  that  it  might  not 
laft  after  1796. 

There  were  only  one  or  two  points  to  which  he  (hould  advert. 
AU  die  propo(idons  to  aboli(h  the  (lave  tnde  had  been  faid  either 
to  arife  from  fanaticifm,  or  to  be  connedted  with  French  principles* 
Enthofiafm  was  apt  to  mingle  in  the  moft  meritorious  exerdons,  and 
to  pu(h  thefe  by  whom  it  was  felt  too  far,  even  in  a  good  caufe  ; 
ibmcdmes  to  fubjedt  them  to  be  mifled  by  thofe  who  were  afluated 
with  mifohievous  views.  This  was  a  circumftance  common  to  every 
undertdung  in  which  men  might  engage.    But  with  what  propriety 
could  they  brand  with  the  epithet  of  fanaticifm,  the  oppofition  to  a 
tnde  which  was  hoilile  to  the  'principles  of  religion^  to  the  maxims 
of  joiUce,  and  the  feelings  of  humanity.  But  oppofition  to  the  (lave 
trade  was  (aid  to  be  connedcd  with  the  fupport  of  Jacobin  principles. 
The  diaxge,'  he  believed,  was  found  in  the  circumftance  of  the 
French  having  declared  themfelves,  at  an  early  period  of  -their  re- 
volution, enemies  to  all  (lavcry,  though  they  had  contrived  to  in- 
tnxluce  (bmething  fo  exceedingly  like  it  into  their  own  Government. 
But  it  was  not  Ick  incumbent  upon  a  Britiih  Lcgiflature  to  (hew, 
by  its  condud,  the  contraft  between  the  wild,  fpurious  and  imagi- 
raiy  tenets  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  the  genuine  principles  of 
piaAical  juftice  and  rational  liberty.      It  wr*s  inciiir.bcnt  ujx;n  that 
Houfc  to  take  the  fpcedicft  mcafures  to  heal  the  wounds  which  hu- 
manity had  fuffcrcd  from  the  profecution  of  the  (lave  trade,  and  thus 
fi&rm  the  Jacobins  of  their  moft.  dangen^us  engine  of  attack,  and 
provide  for  the  country  the  fureft  and  moft  effectual  means  of  fafety. 
Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  that  the  principnl  danger  arofc 
fiom  the  fkce  blacks  in  the  Weft  India  iflands.    The  (laves  in  ge- 
neral were  moft  affedtionate  and  loval,  even  when  arms  were  put 
VoL.-XLL  E 
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into  their  hands^  as  he  had  found  from  their  conduA  upon  hiis 
eftatcs. 

Mr.  GREY,  in  very  animated  term*,  fakf,  the  quefiion 
the  Houfe  was  a  queAion  of  appeal  to  the  juftice  and  the  feelings  o£ 
every  man  who  had  a  vote  to  give  upon  it.     Allufions  had  been  . 
made  to  the  conduft  of  men,  upon  whofe  charadters,  before  their 
command  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  breath  of  fbnder  had  never  dared 
•  to  teueh.     On  this  fubjc<S  an  inquiry  ought  to-be  inftituted.     No- 
thing was  more  eagerly  dcfired  by  the  perfons- whofe  charaders  ivere 
attacked.    He  could  not  move  the  inquiry  ;  but  if  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  would  move  it,  he  would  pledge  himfelf  that  it- 
ihould  not  be  eluded  as  other  inquiries  had  been. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faiU,  that  what  he  had  mentioned  was  not  maf- 
ter  that  came  withm  his  own  knowledge,  but  matter  that  every  body^ 
had  heard  of.  He  wiftied  it  to  be  inquired  into,  that  the  French: 
might  not  have  the  pretext  of  our  example  (ot  adingas  it  was  faid^ 
our  Commanders  had  done  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  WILE ERFORCE  fhortly  commented  on  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  oppofed,.  declaring,  that  after  what  the  {iou(^ 
had  heard  from  other  gentlemen,  it  was  altogether  fuperfluous  for 
him  to  reply  particularly  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  vii^ged 
againft  him  ;  he  muft  flate,  however,  in^xprcfs  contradidion  to- 
hii  right  honourable  friend's  (Mr^  Dundas)  affertion^  that  fince  the 
vote  of  the  Houfe,  in  the  year  1792,  a  greater  than  the  average 
number  of  flavcs  had  been  brought  into  the  Weft- India  iflands,  and 
confequcntly  that  they  wcrj  bound  nor  by  the  letter  only,  but  by 
the  fpirity  of  that  refolution,  to  ftop' all  farther  importafeions. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  that  the  farther  confideratioib 
of  Mr.  Wilberfurce  s  motion  be  poftponed  for  fix  months. 

Ayes  7  8  ;  Noes  6 1 

Adjourned  at  half  an  hour  paft  nine  o'clock. 

Friday y   Z'Jih  February, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in» 
bill  for  the  piirpofc  of  qnabling  His  Majefty*s  Poft-mafters  General^ 
to  open  and  return  all  letters  addreffcd  to  tlie  United  Pipovinces,  and 
made  up  in  the  Mails  of  the  1 3th,  1 6th,  and  zoth  of  laft  raontl^ 
Agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  preventing  the  vexatious  removal  of  poor  pcribns, 
was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  the  21ft  of 
April. 

Mr.  ROSE  gave  notice,  tliat  he  fhould  move  in  the  Committee 
on  Monday>  thiat  a  certain  fum  of  money  ibould  be  granted  to  His 
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AAabjeflf  for  the  purpofe  of  funding  a  certain  quantity  of  navy  bills. 
He  alfo  wtflied,  as  fome  converfation  might  arifc  on  the  fubje^, 
that  the  confideration  of  the  fums  of  money  to  be  granted  to  the 
Lancigrave  of  HciTe,  and  to  the  Executors  of  Mr.  Of^v  aid,  (hould 
be  defbftcd  to  Monday* 

Monday y    id  March. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  moved  a  rcfolution,  the  fob- 
of  which  was  to  fufpend  the  operatipus  of  ail  the  Committees, 
to  flop  all  private  bufinefs,  cm  the  days  appointed  for  a  ballot 
for  a  Committee  on  an  Elcftion  petition,  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing 
the  attendanceof  Memberis  to  form  fuch  ballot,  in  conformity  to 
Ac  rruefpiritof  the  late  Mr.  Grenville*s  bill  upon  that  fubjed.-— 
This  rcfolution,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and 
^be  Maftcr  of  the  Rolls,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  T.GRENVILLE  intimated,  that  in  thecourfeof  the  pre^. 
fent  fcffion,  he  ihoiild  have  fome  fardier  regulations  upon  this  fub- 
jcd,  which,  he  trufted,  would  be  thought  worthy  of  the  Houfe. 

Miu  Chancellor  PITT  Imving  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on 
the  openii\g  of  the  Bu4gct,  relative  to  the  Navy  and  Vidlualling 
hillSf  and  to  funcUng  part  of  the  navy  debt,  in  the  five  per  cents. ; 
duitwas,  to  allow  at  die  rate  of  108I.  for  every  lool.  capital, 
moved,  **  That  pxovifion  be  made  for  enabling  His  Majcfly  to  fa- 
fisfy  certain  navy  hills,  .&c.  out  (landing  in  September  1793,  and 
that  x,863,oooL  be  voted  for  .that  purpofe,"  which  was  agreed 
to. 

He  then  pn^)ofed  that  2o,oool.  be  voted  to.be  employed  tore- 
^r  fctdements,  &c.  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  then  obfcrved«,  tliat  fome  arrears  were  due  to  the  Landgrave. 
4>f  Heffe  CafleL  That  4ibje6l,  he  faid/  had  undergone,  he  had 
Ao  doubt,  an  accurate  invefligation.  The  arrears  were  due  on 
account  of  fervices  in  the  late  war.  It  was,  he  prefumed,  unnc- 
ceffary  for  him  now  to  enter  into  any  detail  upon  this  fubjed,  and 
therefore  he  moved,  "  That  the  fum  of  68,8501.  12s.  ojd.  be 
voled  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caiicl  for  arrears  due  for  fervices 
in  the  late  war  with  America,  &c." 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  be  apprehended  that  this  bufinefs  had  been 
before  Parliament  already,  but  he  had  not  read  the  accounts. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  be  apprehended  the  accounts  to  h% 
very  clear,  and  the  queftion  to  lie  in  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

The  vote  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  next  fubjcdV  for  the  confi 
<]eration  of  the  Committee,  was   the  balance  that  was  due   to  t 
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reprefentadves  of  the  late  Mr.  Ofwald.  Upon  this  he  muft  obfisrve, 
that  the  claim  had  undergone  great  invefligation>  and  had  been  ad^ 
mitted  in  a  Report  of  the  CommifTioners  and  Auditors  of  Public  Ac- 
counts. Some  difference  of  opinion,  with  refpe(ft  to  the  precife 
fum  to  be  granted,  had  occaiioned  a  delar  in  the  fettlement.  7he 
balance  pow  was  made  clear ;  artd  therefore  he  moved,  **  That  the 
fum  of  41 ,6881.  be  allowed  to  the  executors  of  Mr.  Ofwald/'   &c* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  had  read  the  Reports  upon  this  claim  ; 
ibme  of  them  faid,  that  a  certain  fum  ought  to  be  allowed,  and 
fome  that  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  and  others  again,  that  it  ought 
to  be  Gonfidered.  He  Ihould  like  to  have  it  explained  how  ih^t 
difference  arofe. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  fald,  that  of  the  fervice  and  the  vouchers 
there  was  no  doubt ;  but  whenever  a  party  had,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  of  the  Auditors  and  CommifTioners,  departed  from  the  ufual 
ftrift  form,  they  flated  an  objcflion  to  it,  merely  for  the  purpofc  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Treafury  to  the  fubjeft.  That  attention 
had  been  given,  and  the  claim  had  been  found  to  hk  well  founded, 
and  it  was  upon  that  ground  the  allowance  had  been  made. 

General  SMITH  was  of  opinion,  that  when  the  Executive 
Power  came  to  demand  fums  of  money  in  this  manner,  account 
ought  to  be  given  of  the  fervice,  and  time  allowed  to  inveftigate  the 
bufinefs  in  that  Houfe. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  he  had  many  years  ago 
read  all  the  papers  relative  to  this  bufinefs.  He  thought  Mr.  Of- 
wald had  been  much  injured  by  the  Treafury.  He  applied  to  him 
on  the  occafion,  and  his  advice  to  Mr.  Ofwald  was,  to  go  to  law 
with  the  Treafury.  He  had  laid  out  money  from  his  own  pocket, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  pradMce  of  Contraftors,  who  in  gene* 
ral  keep  a  good  deal  of  the  money  of  the  Public  in  their  hands,  and 
do  not  deliver  it  up  until  they  arc  compelled  to  do  fo.  The  Lordii 
of  the  Treafury,  perhaps,  thought  it  extraordinary  that  a  contrador 
Ihould  have  a  claim  on  th«  Public,  inftead  of  being  a  debtor  to  the 
Public,  and  that  might  be  the  rcafon  why  his  accounts  were  not 
fooncr  fettled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  admitted  that  fomcthing  of  that  fort 
might  have  been  the  rcafon.  It  was  clearly  cftablifhed  that  the 
debt  was  due.  He  had  not  the  fmallcft  objeAion  thkt  all  the  pa- 
pers (hould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  but  where  there  was  a  balance 
againft  the  Public,  it  was  as  proper  it  fhouH  be  fettled  as  when  the 
balance  was  in  the  public  ftivour.  With  regard  to  the  inveffigatiori 
pf  particular  and  minute  accounts,  he  did  not  think  th^  Hoqfe  of 
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G>minons  fo  well  adapted  to  inveftjgate  tbem^  as  a  Board  of  Ac* 
counts. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  of  the  fame  opinion ;  but  he  could  wifli, 
diat  when  accounts  were  fettled  by  auditors,  they  (hould  not  be  af- 
terwards referred  to  the  Treafuiy.  He  faid  nothing  againft  the 
Members  of  the  Treafury  Board,  but  he  fhould  like  that  accounts 
fhould  be  only  fettled  by  public  auditors. 

After  a  few  words  from  General  Smith,  Mr.  Maurice  Robinfon, 
and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  vote  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  re* 
port  of  all  the  Refolutions  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tuifday^   '^d  March* 

The  Wine  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON*  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pe- 
tition from  the  wine  merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  againft  the 
regulation  of  this  bill,  that  the  duty  (hould  commence  froni  the  23d 
of  Fcbruaiy.  He  ftatcd,  that  it  never  was  ufual  that  a  duty  fhould 
be  laid  on  any  article  till  fuch  time  as  the  bill  empowering  it  to  be 
granted  had  received  the  aflcnt,  and  paffcd  in  regular  form. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table, 

Th'.'  SPEAKER  faid,  that  it  was  not  cuftomary  that  any  petition 
Ih'^^^M  be  received  by  the  Houfe  againft  the  taxes  of  the  current 
year.  He  was  not,  however,  certain,  that  no  fuch  petition  had 
many  inftance  been  received  ;  but  he  (hould  to-morrow  inquire  into 
the  precedents  on  the  fubjeft,  and  report  accordingly  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  th^t  a  regulation  that  a  duty  (hould  take  place 
fiom  the  period  it  was  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  was  no  novel  prac- 
tice. The  wine  merchants  had  received  full  notice  of  what  was 
intended,  not  only  when  their  ft(x:k  was  taken,  but  fome  weeks 
previous  to  bringing  forward  the  Budget. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  as  the  petition  was  not  againft  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  biit  only  againft  the  particular  regulation,  he  hoped 
>t  would  be  received  upon  the  Speaker  making  his  report.  He  un- 
dcrlteod  that  there  had  been  no  regularity  obferved  with  refpeft  to 
ta^lng  ftock  ;  fome  had  been  taken  on  one  day,  and  fome  on  an- 
other. The  tax  upon  tea  was  not  to  commence  till  the  next  fale, 
^^y  then  ftiould  the  wine  merchants  be  faddled  with  this  tax  pre- 
vious to  the  period  at  which  they  could  with  propriety  charge  it  to 
"icircuilomers?  Thefe  topics  would,  however,  be  more  fuitably 
rfifcuffcd  in  the  Committee. 

The  motion  for  receiving  the  petition  was  withdrawn|  till  the 
Speaker  (hould  make  his  report. 
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The  following  arc  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  sts  the 
Committee  to  tiy  the  queflion  of  the  right  of  eleftion  for  the  city  of 
Carlifle: 

R.  Burdon,  W.  Holbeach, 

The  Marqilis  of  Titchfield,       E.  Gregor,  "^ 

Hon*  E.  J.  Elliot^  M.  Robinfon, 

John  Pitt,  Lord  Morpeth, 

R.  Glover,  '          J.  Elliot, 

J.  H.  Addlngton,  C*  Picrrcpoint- 

J.  Ofbom, 

T.  Anftruther,      1  ^t     • 
W.Baldwin,      JNommecfc 

fVedncJdayy  J^th  March. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  again  prefented  the  petition  of  the 
wine  merchants  and  'wine  dealers  relative  to  tiie  additional  duty  to 
be  impofed  on  wine,  previouHy:  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Houlb 
obtaining  the  Royal  afTent. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honourable  Member,  that, 
agreeably  to  what  he  exprcffed  yeftcrday,  he  had  fearched  for  prece- 
dents on  that  head,  and  that  he  found,  iince  the  year  1 7 1 1  it  had! 
been  the  unifofm  pra<Sice  of  tt^e  Houfe  not  to  .receive  any  petitions 
that  were  againft  the  fupply  of  the  current  year  In  the  year  1 760 
a  petition,  fimilar  in  principle  to  that  now  introduced,  was  pre* 
fented  from  the  maUfters,  and  negatived  ncm*  cm. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  tYvki  the  petition  be  received,  which 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  hoped,  notwithftanding  the  reject 
tion  of  the  petition,  that  the  prayer  of  it  might  be  attended  to  when 
the  Wine-tax  bill  (hould  come  into  a  Committee, 

Thurfdajy  ^th  March. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that 
the  bill  to  amend  fo  much  of  the  9th  of  George  the  Firft,  as  pre- 
vented paupers  from  being  relieved  at  tlicir  boufes,  in  certain  cir- 
cumlbnccs,  (ind  in  certain  cafes,  be  now  read  a  fccond  time. 

Sir  William  faid,  as  the  Houfe  already  acceded  to  the  principle  • 
of  the  bill,  lie  conceived  it  would  be  only  neceffary  for  him  to  fay 
a  few  \v<  rds  on  the  provifjons,  that  gentlemen,  in  the  Interval  be- 
tween the  fccond  reading,  if  the  Houfe  Ihould  agree  to  it,  and  the 
commitment,  might  turn  them  in  their  mind  ;  as  he  wiflied  to 
court  ever}'  afiillancc  on  a  fiibje(S  that  would  be  found  to  be  really 
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worth  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.     The  honounbic  Baronet  then 
ffaccdthe  inconveniences  which  had  arifen  out  of  fuch  claufcs  of  the 
9th  of  George  the  Firft,  with  refpedl  to  the  poor ;  the*  advantages 
that  the  poor  would  receive,  if  the  claufes  he  propofed  (hould  pafs 
into  a  law,  by   verting  that  power  l^ally  in  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  which  they  would  often  have  exercifed  difcretionally,  if  the' 
ad  hehadjuft  alluded  to  had  not  prevented  them.     He  alfo  ftatcd 
die  circnmftances  upon  which  he  conceived  the  poor  ought  to  be  re  / 
Kcved  at  their  own  homes; 
Mr.  JOLLIFFE  difapproved  of  the  provifions. 
Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  the  principle  contended  for  by  the  bill 
was  in  diic€t  cq^iition  to  the  original  principles*  of  the  poor  laws  j 
that  the  great  objcft  of  thofc  laws  was,  to  maintain  the  poor  by 
employing  then),  and   to  encourage  the  crcdlion  of  work-houfes  ; 
^t  the  prefent  biU  tended  to  difcburage  work-houfes,  and  in  the 
end  would  make  fuch  eibblilhments  a  great  expence  to  a  parifli^ 
without  anfweringthe  purpofes  of  that  parHli.     He  objefled  ftrong;- 
ly  to  die  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Veftry,  or  Parifli,  th^  con^ 
trol  of  their  own  expendkure,  and  giving  it  fo  entirely  to  aMagif- 
tnte,  often  living  at  ten  or  twenty  miles  diftance,  not  at  all  inte- 
lefted  in  a  good  and  proper  management  of  the  parifh  money,  but 
who  might  indulge  a  party-fpirit,  a  fpirit  of  patronage,  or  ill- mean* 
iig  popularity,  or  a  dcfire  to  influence,  at  the  expcncc  of  the  fer- 
Hicr,  or  the  induftrious  manufa(^ufer ;— that,  for  his  part,  he  did 
not  wi(h  to  have  fuch  power  given  to  him  as  a  Magiftritc  ;  that  he 
^  often  recommended  it  to  Pariih  Officers  to  relieve  the  poor  at 
their  houfes,  in  certain  cafes,  and  that  he  never  experienced  a  refu- 
el.    He  added,  that  this  was  riot  a  time  to  increafe  the  poor  tax  ;, 
that  it  now  amount'^d  to  near  three  millions  ftcrling,  and  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  it  fell  upon  agriculture,  and  he  confidered  all 
^Jicooragcment  to  the  poor  to  throw  thcmfelvcs  upon  the  parifh,  a» 
highly  pernicious,  and  it  certainly  would  not  promote  a  provident 
attention  to  their  iamrlics,  and  confequendy  an  exertion  of  induftry, 
at  all  thnes. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  explained,  and  infiftedthat  the  bill 
^»  in  exaS  conformity  with  the  fpirit  of  tl^e  poor  laws.  The 
power  with  which  he  wiflied  to  inveft  the  Magiflirates,  was  already 
*m  the  hands  of  the  Ovtrfeers  of  the  Poor ;  and  if  Magiftratcs  adlcd 
iUcpUy,  an  appeal  was  to  lie. 

Mr.  CURWEN  was  of  opinbn  that  the  bill  in  queftion  was  not 
j'^confcrmify  with  the  fpirit  of  the  poor  laws,  and  that,  if  carried 
into  a  jaw,  it  wrould  tend  to  increafe  the  poor  rates,  whicii  already 
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amounted  to  upwards  of  two  .millions  a  year ;  he  {hould^  on  tha€ 
ground,  Oppofe  the  commitment  of  the  bUL 

Mr- TOWYS  thoi^t the  principle  of  the  bill  a  goodofic,  and 
if  gentlemen  objeded  to  the  pfOviiions^  they  might  be  modlikd  in 
the  Committee- 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  faid^  he  conceived  the  fjpirit  of  the  laws 
to  be,  that  the  poor  (hould  be  relieved^  when  they  were  rendered 
incapable  of  relieving  themfelves  ;  and  as  he  conddereJ  the  bill  C9 
have  that  6bje£i  in  view, '  he  ihould  ^rtainfy  vote  for  the  Conimit- 
mentofit. 

Mr.  EAST  was  furprifed  that  any  gentleman  fhould  oppoTe  die 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  in  exadl  conformity  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  poor  laws*  The  9th  of  Gcoige  the  Fird  was  actually  a  dif- 
grace  to  our  ftatutc  books.  If  gentlemen  objeded  to  the  piovi- 
lionsy  the  proper  Aage  to  uige  tbefe  objections  would  be  in  the 
Committee.  As  to  the  power  intended  to  be  veded  in  Magiftratcs 
by  the  bill,  he  Was  perfuaded  that  it  could  not  be  placed  iii  fafer 
hands  ;  fome  perfons  of  exceptionable  charadters,  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  might  have  crept  into  the  commiflion  of  the  peace  ;  but  in 
general  there  was  no  chfs  of  men,  perhaps,  to  whom  this  country 
was  more  indebted  than  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  fpoke  m  favour  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
the  worthy  Baronet  who  brought  it  in^  was  entitled  to  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fpoke  alio  in  favour  of  the 
bill. 

On  the  quefHon  being  put,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond 
time,  the  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  motion,  95  ;  Againft  it,   2.     Majority,  93. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com* 
mitted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  laying 
am  additional  duty  on  foreign  Wines. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfclf  into  the  faid  Committee ; 
Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon  In  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuppofcd,  that  the  only  claufe  in  which 
a  difference  of  opinion  might  arifc,  would  be  with  refped  to  the 
time  which  he  propofed  the  duly  (hould  attach.  He  (hould  pro- 
pofe  to  fill  up  th^tt  blank  with  the  twenty-third  of  February  laft, 
and  that  Vilne  im^iorted,  but  on  which  the  duty  had  not  however 
been  paid,  (hould  fall  under  the  fame  date.  If  gentlemen,  would 
refle£l  for  a  moment,  they  would  fee  that  there  was  nothing  unio^ 


A.  1795,  D  E  B  A  T  E  &  :  J3  ' 

imable  !h  it ;  for  as  ibon  ag  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  wa$  kno^ti 
relative  to  the  duty  on  wine,  the  retail  dealer  fcfiargcd  the  addirib/wil 
price  «!  the  confomers.  The  qucftion  then  was  reduced  to  thifc 
point,  would  the  Comfhittcc  confent  that  the  individual  confum<^ 
fhouid  bear  the  additional  duty,  even  for  any  portion  of  time,  whtch 
would  find  its  way  intd  the  pockets  ofthewholefale  and  retiil  wine- 
dealers,  without  any  advantage  to  the  public?  The  quantity  .of 
fbck  'already  on  hand  bore  a  great  proportion  to  the  confumption  of 
the  year ;  he  could  not  ftate  the  precife  proportion ;  but  gentlemen 
wouM  be  aware  that  it  was  very  confiderable. 

Mr.  HOWARD  faid,  that  two  veffels  laden  Widi  ^\x\t  had 
been  prevented  from  coming  up  the  Severn  inconfequcnceof  thefe- 
verity  of  the  weather ;  they  had  paid  the  duty  en  the  24th  of  Fe- 
bruary laft  ;  he  wiflied  to  know  in  what  (ituation  they  would  (land 
with  regard  to  the  additional  tax.  The  honourable  mepiber  con- 
ceivcfl  that  all  law  ought  to  be  profpedlive,  and  not  retrofpeflive. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  infixed  that  he  had  ftated  the  qucftion 
fairly,  and  that  the  public  would  not  profit  by  the  duty  for  the  pre- 
fenf  year  if  a  later  day  (hould  be  named  in  the  bill.  With  rcfpeft 
to  importation,  the  only  argument  urged  on  that  head,  he  fuppofed, 
would  be,  that  it  was  an  article  of  mercantile  fpeculation  ;  but  he 
could  not  fee  it  in  that  point  of  view.  The  wine  imported  into 
this  country  was  moftly  confumed  in  it,  fo  that  it  might  be  claflbd 
with  olher  ahtcles  of  home  confumption.     - 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Pitt)  ftiould  perfift  in  filling  up  the  blank  with  the 
23d  of  February  laft,  it  would  materially  affed  his  conftituents. 
Stock  was  taken  on  different  days  in  the  city,  fome  on  the  a  3d,  and 
foine  on  the  a6ih  and  27th  of  February.    Now  if  the  excife  officers 
had  informed  thofe  whofe  ftock  they  had  taken  on  the  23d,  that 
the  additional  duty  would  take  place  on  that  day,  if  they  did  not  lay 
that  additional  duty  on  the  cohfumer,  the'lofs  would  undoubtedly 
be  their  own :  but  if  this  information  was  not  given  to  others  till 
the  27th,  it  would  be  hard  indeed  to  expert  that  they  ftiould  pay 
the  duty  till  they  had  received  that  information,  becaufe  in  the  in- 
terval they  might  have  entered  into  contrafls,  received  the  money, 
and  made  out  the  bill  of  parcels.     As  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  riways  made  jufticc  and  equity  the  bafis  of  his  condud,  he 
trufted  that  he  would  not  depart  from  it  on  that  occafion.     He 
ihodd  dierefbre  move  an  amendment,  that  the  tax  ^o  not  attach 
tii  die  bill  pafTed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  it  was  neceffary  when  an  additional 
duty  was  tmpofed  upon  any  clafs  of  individuals,  that  eqmty  and  juf^' 
Vol,  XLL  F 
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tke  (hould  be  confulted  in  the  diftributlon  of  that  burthen,  ^liicb> 
;in.his  opinion,  Was  not  the  cafe  at  prcfent.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  carries  a  refolution.  in  that  Houfe,  cxciic 
officers  are  ordered  to  take  Aock,  and  to  inform  the  wine  merchant 
of  the  miniiter's  intention,  that  the  additional  duty  (hould  attach 
from  the  day  on  which  that  refolution  paiT^d — ^was  this  notice  one 
of  that  nature  to  induce  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  a£l  upon  it  <    Or 
if  it  even  (hould  be  admitted  that  the  notice  was  fufficient,  *was  it 
certain  that  thofc  officers  obeyed  that  command,  and  that  they  ac» 
tually  did  give  tliat-  notice  ?  He  was  perfuaded  if  this  matter  i^ras 
enquired  into,  it  would  be  found  they  had  not.     The  worthy  ma- 
gifh^ito  had  dated,  tliat  (lock  was  taken  in  the  city  on  difiinrent 
days ;  fomc  on  tl\c  23d,  and  fome  fo  late  as  the  27th  of  February 
lal^— now,  it  was  not  only  pofliblc,  but,  he  was  perfuaded,  it  rcallj 
was  the  cafe,  tliat  contracts  had  been  made,  the  money  paid,  and 
receipts  taken,  in  that  interval.     H  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  propofcd  to  a£l  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  juflice, 
in  what  manner  did  hepropofc  to  reconcile  thofe  differences  t  What 
was  the  cafe  with  refpcct  to  tea,  on  which  likewife  a  duty  was  to 
take  place,  but  was  not  to  commence  in  its  operation  till  after  the 
next  falc  at  the  India  Houfe  ?  Mr.  Grey. condemned  the  novelty  of 
the  proceeding ;  he  (hould,  therefore,  vote  for  the  worthy  Alder- 
man s  (Anderfon)  amendment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  pra£lice  was  not  novel, 
that  it  would  be  found  to  have  obtained  in  many  cafes  i(i  the  revenue 
laws.  If  a  tax  was  impofcd,  it  was  fair  that  the  public  (hould  have 
the  full  benefit  of  it,  which  would  not  be  the  cafe  if  the  fuggeffions 
he  had  juil  heard  were  adopted,  bccaufe  the  wine  merchant  and  re-> 
tail  dealer  would  have  it,  without  any  advantage  to  the  individual 
.  eonfumcr.  As  to  the  notice  by  the  excife  officers,  he-  thought  it 
fufficient,  and  lie  was  induced  to  believe  it  was  generally  given, 
with  only  a  few  exceptions,  on  the  23d  of  February  laft.  With 
k-efped  to  contracts,  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  lay 
~  the  additional  duty  on  the  confumer ;  bciides,  the  difference  of  a 
icw  days  with  rcfpecl  to  the  taking  of  the  (lock  was  not  material, 
becaufe  the  duty  would  be  laid  on  the  (lock  in  hand  only  at  the  time 
it  was  taken.  The  Committee  would  alfo  rccollcdl,  that  when  the 
duty  on  wine  vVas  lowered,  a  redudUon  was  at  the  fame  time  allowed 
to  the  wine  merchant,  &c.  on  the  (lock  in  hand, 

Mr.  ROSE  conceived  that  the  bcfl  way  would  be  to  (ill  up  thp 

blank  with  tiie  23d  of  February  laft,  and  he  was  perfuaded  6aX  it 

would  not  be  difficult  to  reconcile  the  fubordinate  regulations. 

^  Widi  refpc(51  to  teay  it  was  difficult  to  impofc  the  new  duty  on  that 
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article  till  the  next  India  fale  took  place ;  and  as  to  cofR:e,  the  new 
duty  was  to  take  place  on  it  as  foon  as  it  (hould  be  taken  out  of  th« 
wardwufe.  With  rcfpedl  to  fpirits,  it  was  intended  to  tax  that  ar- 
ticle in  the  manufatflory. 

Sevecd  Members  ftated,  that  their  conflituents  in  the  country 
had  received  no  notice  of  the  tax  till  the  18  th,  that  there  were  even 
merchants  in  town,  who,  when  their  (lock  was  taken,  wpre  igno- 
rant what  was  the  objeft  in  view,  and  who,  upon  applying  to  the 
cxcifemen,  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  fatisfafiory  information, 
and  that  a  quantity  of  wine  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  fent  on 
the  2  2d  of  February,  had  not  been  fent  out  till  next  day,  on  ac- 
count of  the  impoflibility  of  procuring  a  fufficient  number  of  per- 
mits, and  that  there  were  gentlemen  attending  in  the  lobby  who 
were  ready  to  prove  all  thefe  particulars  on  oadi. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  however  he  might  regret  the 
hardfhip  on  individuals,  thefe  cafes  were  very  few  indeed ;  and 
that  according  to  the  prefent  plan,  the  duty  muft  attach  on  the 
ftock  taken  on  the  23d  February,  or  immediately  fubfcquent  to 
that  dav. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  circumftance  of  the  duty  being  laid  upon 
the  firft  ftock  taken  on  the  23d  February,  or  immediately  after, 
vcm  confiderably  to  obviate  any  obje£tions  to  the  meafure.     What 
he  had  chiefly  to  ftate  was  with  rcfpeft  to  the  country  ;  even  though 
the  (lock  was  taken  at  Lynn  and  Briftol  on  the  23d,  they  could 
'•ot  on  diat  day  receive  any  authentic  notice  of  fuch  a  tax  having 
been  propofed  ;  it  was  hard,  therefore,  that  they  fhould  be  faddled 
with  a  duty  of  which  they  had  received  no  fair  intimation.    It  was 
ftated,  that  the  advance  would  fall  upon  the  confumcrs ;  but,  in 
oppolidon  to  this  ftateinent,  he  had  found  none  fo  ftrongly  impreffed 
witfi  the  injuftice  of  the  tax  as  tlie  ^holefale  merchants,  who  fup- 
pHcd  the  other  dealers.     Thefe  gentlemen  faid,  that  if  they  had  re- 
ceived liotice  to  ftop  fending  out  wine  till  the  tax  (hould  commence, 
they  would  readily  have  complied  ;  but  as  the  permits  were  given 
out  as  ufual,  they  were  not  aware  that  the  duty  was  intended  to 
take  place  at  fo  early  a  period.     It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  ^ 
for  them  to  recover  the  advance  ^rom  thofe  who  had  paid  them  at 
the  old  price,  without  a  tedious  and  difagreeable  law  proccfs,  ra- 
ther than  fubmit  to  which  many  would  prefer  to  facrifice  a  number 
o(&nallfums.     It  was  undoubtedly  hard  that  the  public  (hould 
Me  a  fum  of  fuch  magnitude  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fecmcd  to  ln(inuate,  but  it  was  better  that  the  fum,  wliatever  might 
he  itseictent,  ihould  be  at  once  facriBccd,  if  it  could  not  in  the  pre- 
fcQt  inSance  be  gained  to  the  public,  without  injuftice  to  indivt* 

Fa 
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duals*  He  concluded  with  prorofing,  as  a  modification,  for  the 
£ike  of  the  country,  that  the  tax  ihould  not  commence  till  the  a  4th 
of  February^  .or  feme  fubfequcnt  day,  as  might  be  deemed  moil 
equitable. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  as  the  ftock*  had  been  di- 
te&pd  to  be  taken  on'  the  23d  of  Februar)^  if  this  modification 
W^e  adopted,  the  whole  of  what  had  fince  l^een  fold  would  cfcapc 
the  duty. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  that  great  inconvenience  would  arifc 
in  cafes  wrere  contra6^s  were  aSually  entered  into,  in  confidence 
that  this  aft  would  have  a  profpeSive  and  not  a  retrofpe^ive  opera- 
tion.^     He  was  aware,  he  faid,  that  gentlemen  who  intended  to  vote 
in  oppofition  to  the  amendment,  would  lay  great. ftrefs  on  the  faci- 
lity of  recovering  by  an  a^^ion  at  law  ;  bur  he  would  afk,  was  it 
fciir,  or  confiftent  with  the  principles  or  pradtiee  of  a  IcgiflitK'e 
body,  to  frame  laws  which  (hall  attach  on  individuals  for  tranf- 
'  a6tions  which  had  taken  place  previous  to  ,tho  exJftencc  of  fach 
laws?   Befides,  there  was  a  confiderablc  harclflii;.  in  obliging  per- 
sons to  refort  to  the  law  for  the  recovery  of  money.      Daily  experi- 
ence taught  us  that  it  happened  not  unfrcnuenrlv,  that  a  plaintiff 
had  better  rclinquilh  his  claim  than  truft  to  tlic  event  of  an  action. 
Another  difficulty  mjft  necclTarily  arife  if  the  a6t  took  efFed  on  the 
day  propofed  by  the  Chancellrr  of  the  Excheoucr.      On  the  two 
days  prior  to  the  23d,  fo  great  was  the  de.manci  for  wine,  that  the 
clerks  at  the  different  offices  could  not  ferve  a  fuft.cicnt  number  of 
-    permits,  which  obliged  the  dealers  to  pollpone  the  delivery  of  wine 
till  after  tl)at  day,   although  it  had  be^n  purchnfed  without  any  al- 
lowance for  the  additional  diuy.      Tiiis  could  not  be  imputed  as  a 
fault  to  either  the  purchafer  or  the  dealer,  for  as  they  were  fuppofed 
to  have  their  information  from  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  only,  they 
could  not  have  the  duty  in  coniempbrion,  much  lefs  could  they  be 
charged  with  any  intention  of  evading  it.      It  was  therefare,  in  his 
opinion,  unjuft  that  they  fhould  fufFer  any  inconvenience  from  what 
they  could  ntither  forefee  n(  r  prevent. 

.  The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon's  amendment, 
that,  inftcad  of  the  blank  being  filled  up  with  thq  "  twenty-third" 
of  February,  the  words  "  until  the  I  iil  (hall  receive  the  royal  af- 
fcnt,**  fhould  be  inferted. 

For  the  amendment,   30  ;  againft  it,  70.     Majority,  40. 
The  bill  went  through  the  Committee.     On  the  refumption  of 
the  Houfe  the  report  was  ordered  to  be   e  civv    to-morrow. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR,  a  er  a  f .  w  in  odufloiy  re- 
ina^ks,  conclude  by  moving,  that  a  Commiucc  Ix,  app  ntcj  to 
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prqwre  the  cfiimatc  of  an  additional,  allowance  to  fubaltcm  ofE- 
ccts  in  the  militia  in  time  of  peace. 

General  TARLTON  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  this  pro- 
pofition,  for  no  man  wifhed  officers  to  be  more  handfomely  pro- 
vided for  than  he  did  ;  but  forry  he  was  to  find  a  mcafure  broi^ht 
forward  which  had  a  manifcft  tendency  not  only  to  alfimilate,  bqt 
even  to  put  the  militia  officers  on  a  better  footing  than  the  regulars, 
who  were  liable  to  be  called  upon  foreign  fcrvicc,  and  who  con- 
ftantly  bore  the  heat  and  labour  of  the  diiv.  .  This  preference  was 
not  his  only  objedlion.  To  him  the  meafure  appeared  calculated 
to  extend  the  influence  and  patronage  of  the  MinilTer,  and  to  efta- 
blifti  a  military  government  in  this  country,  which  might  eventually 
fubvcrt  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  motion. 
The  Houfc  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  more 
cffcchially  manning  his  Mnjefty's  navy,  by  raifing  men  in  proportion 
to  the  tonnage  of  every  outward-bound  veffel. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  availed  himfclf  qf  the  in- 
terval allowed  him  by  the  Houfc  to  enquire  into  the  moft  effijftual, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  convenient,  mode  of  carrying  in- 
to execution  the  plan  (the  outlines  of  which  he  had,  on  a  fprmcr 
occafion,  laid  before  the  Houfe),  for  obtaining  an  additional  num- 
ber of  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy.     It  was  extrem'ely 
flattering  to  him  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the.  refult  of  his  com- 
munications from  the   (liip-owners  and  merchants  in  the  different 
fea-ports  throughout  the  kingdom,  manifefted  their  zeal  and  alacrity 
to  co-opeiate  with  the  Executive  Government,'  and  to  furnifli  rc- 
fources  adequate  to  the  preffure  of  exifting  circumftances.     Gentle- 
men, he  faid,  would  recoiled,  that  an  embargo  had  been  laid  on 
all  {hipping,  which  was  to  continue  till  the  number  of  men  (hould 
be  completed.      It  was   then   deemed   proper,  that  the  embargo 
(hould  be  general  throughout  the  kingdom.     It  was  now,  however, 
judged  more  equitable  and  convenient  for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  to 
relax  this  regulation,  by  making  the  embargo  partial.     This  would 
encourage  competition,  and  operate  as  a  iiimulus  to  activity  and  in- 
duftiy.     It  was  therefore  propofed,  that  when  a  port  had  furniihed 
a  number  of  men  proportionate  to  its  trade  and  other  local  circum- 
{lances,  the  embargo  fhould  be  taken  ofF,  and  the  Veffels  fuffered 
to  proceed  on  their  refpeflive  voyages.     It  was  impoffiblc  to  parti- 
cularize the  nature  of  all  the  exemptions ;  but,  as  no  partiality 
would  be  fhown,  and  as  tliefe  exemptions  went  to  relax  his  Ma- 
jcfl/s  proclamation  relative  to  the  embai^,  it  was  fit  that  the 
Council  (hould  have  the  power  of  deciding  on  the  fubje3. 
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Sir  P.  BURRELL  doubted  whether  this  was  not  fuch.a  devia^ 
tion  from  the  original  plan  as  to  require  longer  time  to  take  it  Into 
coniideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  no  propofition  of  his :  it 
originated  in  the  (hip-owners  thcmfelves,  and  had  the  approbation 
of  a  great  majority  of  ports  throwghout  the  kingdom.  They 
thought  it  a  mote  defirable  mode  than  the  other,  for  the  rcafons  he 
had  already  afligned. 

Lord  HOOD  addrcffed  die  Committee,  in  nearly  the  following 
terms. — I  beg  leave  to  obtrude  myfclf  upon  the  Houfe  for  a  few 
minutes,  in  confcqucnce  of  what  fell  from  an  honourable  baronet 
the  other  night  refpcdling  our  feamen,  prifoncrsin  France.      From 
my  feelings,  my  Lord,  for  the  fituation  of  thofe  unhappy  men,  and 
from  a  ftrong  delire  to  alleviate  their  misfortune  as  far  as  I  couId> 
I  ventured  to  take  upon  me,  when  I  fent  the  Baftia  garrifoa  to 
Toulon,  to  propofe  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  man  for  man,  and 
officer  forofficcr,  according  to  their  refpe6livc  ranks.     My  propofal 
was  fent  to  the  Convention  at  Patis,  and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  a  diredk 
and  pofitivc  refufal  was  given  it.     A  few  months  after,  my  Lord, 
upon  the  furrender  of  Calvi,  Cafabianca,  the  commandant  of  the 
French  troops  of  that  garrifon,  came  with  a  propofal  to  me,-  that 
if  I  would  confent  to  allow  the  crew  of  three  or  four   boats, 
which  were  captured  in  attempting  to  throw  in  fuccours,  to  return 
tq  France  with  him,  he  pledged  himfelf  in  the  mod  folemn  man- 
ner,  not  only  to  return  an  equal  number  of  Brid(h  feamen  imme- 
diately, but  would  endeavour,  and  tnifted  he  (hould  be  able  to  fuc- 
cced,  to  procure  a  general  exchange.     To  obtain  an  objcd,   with 
'  .which  my  mind  was  very  forcibly   impreffcd,  I   did  nqt  hefitate, 
my  Lord,  to  fend  him  the  French  prifoners  he  afked  ;  but. alas! 
isot  one  Brid(h  fubjcft  was  ever  returned  by  him;  and  after  the 
fcven  tranfports,  which  carried  the  Calvi  garrifon  to  Toulon,  had 
been  detained  three  months,  they  were  fent  back  with  this  inde* 
cent,  and  I  think  I  may  add,  infolent  and  favage  declaration,  that 
if  any  other  cartels  were  fent,  they  (hould  be  burned  immediately, 
and  the  crews  imprifoned.     1  thought  it  very  much  my  duty  to  piit 
the  Houfe  in  poiTcfrion  of  thcfe  facts,  and  (hall  decline  making, 
my  .Lord,  any  comment  upon  the  glaring  proof  I  experienced  of  a 
total  want  of  humanity,  juftice,  or  honour  in  the  French. 

A.defultory  converfation  cnfucd  on  the  different  claufes  of  the 
bill,  a  variety  of  amendments  were  made,  and  the  Houfe  being 
refumcd,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  read  to-morrov^. 
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Friday f '  6th  March* 

Mr.  C.  LONG  prefented  the  bill  for  limiting  the  privily  of 
iiankingy  which  he  moved  Ihould  be  read  a  firft  time. 

General   SMITH  regretted   the  abfence  of  the. Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  a  time  he  had  any  obfervations  to  offer  on  the 
bill ;  but  when  he  confidered  the  paucity  of  the  fum  to  be  raifed  by 
the  regulations  of  franking,  in  comparifon  with  the  amazing  ag- 
grcgiite  amount  of  the  other  taxes,  he  could  not  help  wifhing  tlat 
fome  other  rcfource  could  be  fuggefted  aiid  fubftituted  for  it.     The 
fum  of  40^0001.  to  the  Exchequer,  he  deemed  inadequate  to  the 
infringement  on  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  ^eat  incon- 
vcnience^  to  which  the  Members  would  .be  fubjedlcd.      For  his 
own  part,  he  was  very  old.  and  in6rm^  and  ihould  not  probably 
occupy  a  feat  there  after  the  prefcnt  fefTion ;  but  lie  was  neverthe- 
leis  tenacious  of  the  few  privileges  which  had  hitherto  been  allowed 
the  Members,  although  he  might  not  long  enjoy  them.     The  in- 
conveniences to  which  he  feared  the  Members  would  be  fubjeded 
by  this  bill,  would  arife  very  frequently  from  the  uncertainty  atid 
almoA  impoffibility  of  afcertaining  whether  or  not  the  Member  was 
really  widiin  the  diftridl  at  the  time  of  delivery ;   as  thus,  he 
might  be  confined  to.  his  bed  by  indifpofition,  and  the  poftman^  ei- 
ther for  fome  pique  againft  the  fervants,  or  diffatisfad^ion  with  his 
Chriftmas-box,  of  the  infolcnce  of  office,  might  demand  to  fee 
him,  or  refufe  to  leave  the  letters.     Upon  thefe  confidcrations  he 
cbjeded  to  the  bill,  and  iliould  oppofe  it  in  every  ftage. 

Mr.  C.  LONG  feid,   the  honourable  General  was  totally  mif- 
taken,  in  applying  the  objedion  he  had  flated  to  the  prcfent  bill ; 
there  was  no  one  claufe  in  it  which  altered,  in  any  degree,  the  law 
as  it  now  ftood,  refpefling  the  delivery  of  letters.     The  provifions 
of  the  bill  were,  that  no  Member  fhould  fend  or  receive  any  let- 
ter, free  from  duty,  which  weighed   more  than  one  ounce  ;   that 
he  fliould  not  be  permitted  to  fend  more  than  ten  letters,  or  receive 
roore  tfian  fifteen^  free  from  duty,  in  any  one  day  ;   that  if  more 
were  fent  or  received,  the  "duty  would  attach  upon  thofe  on  which 
the  amount  of  poftage  was  the  loweft.     There  was  likewife  a  pro-i 
vifion  ¥4uch  required  the  Member  to  be  adiually  at  the  place  from 
whence  letters  were  fent,  or  they  would  be  liable  to  be  charged.— 
Thefc,  he  faid,  were  the  provifions  of  the  bill  \  and  he  was  fure 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  the  candour  to  admit,  that 
his  objection  did  not  apply  to  them  :   the  objedl  of  the  bill   was, 
to  leparate  the  fair  cxercife  of  the  privilege  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
tnott  from  what  he  muft  confidcr  as  the  abufe  of  it :   to  .this  he 
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thought  no  pcrfon  could  object ;  and  as  to  the  particular  limitations 
of  the  till,  he  thought  they  would  be  more  properly  difcuiTed  in 
the  Committee. 

General  SMITH  cxprcflcd  his  fatisfaftion  at  the  candid  flatc- 
ment  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  gentlemanlike  manner 
in  which  it  was  delivered.  He  was  only  anxious  that  gentlemen 
Ihouid  not  he  put  to  the  inconvenience  which  he  thought  would 
have  cnfuerf,  if  the  bill  had  been  framed  conformable  to  the  Reib-* 
lutions  which  had  paiTed  on  a  former  night. 

•Mr.  CAWTHORNE  and  Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  each  laid 
a  few  words. 

Mr.  BUXTON  lamented  that  gentlemen  (hould  be  fo  tenacious 
of  what  they  deemed  a  privilege,  in  a  time  of  fuch  urgency  as 
tiie  prefent,  when,  inftcad  of  any  qualified  regulation,  they  ought 
rather  to  declare  their  refolution  for  an  abolition  of  franking. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond 
dme  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  fe'cnnight,  the  1 6th  of 
March,  he  (hould  move  for  the  Hoofe  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon 
the  ftate  of  the  nation ;  when,  if  that  motion  (hould  be  n^tived, 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  was  not  very  ufual,  he  (hould  make  another 
motion  for  the  Houfc  to  confider  of  the  fame. 

The  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  granting  a  fapply  to  his  Majefty ;  Mr.  Hotiart  in  the 
ohair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  (hould  propofc  upon  the 
plan  of  IzA  year^  that  all  perlbns  poiTefTing  navy  or  viduatling  bills, 
which  arc  made  out  on  or  before  the  i  (t  of  May,  1795,  and  which 
(hall  be  carried  to  be  marked  and  certified  in  a  particular  manner, 
(hall  for  every  lool. 'be  entitled  to  108I.  5  percent,  annuities, 
with  intereft  from  the  5th  of  January  laft,  which  was  the  rime  at 
which  the  bargain  was  made.  But,  notwithftanding,  gentlemen 
were  to  recoiled,  that  the  annuities  were  at  that  tim^  at  92 J  ave- 
rage ;  fo  that  the  bargain  was  itill  to  be  confidered  in  our  favour. 

The  refolution  was  then  ppt  and  carried,  as  was  a  refolution  for 
raifing  two  millions,  and  one  million  and  a  half,  upon  exchequer 
Uils.     To  be  reported  on  Monday. 

In  a  Committee  on  the  Wine  Duty  bill, 

Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT  propofed  two  amendments.    Firll,  That 

a  claufe  be  introduced  to  prevent  any  charge  upon  th«  dealers  before 

^»  gauge  or  ftock  was  taken,  on  or  fince  die  23d  of  February; 

'  and  fecondly,  To  enable  the  dealers  to  recover  the  additional  duty 

of  theL^confumers,  where  any  contra<S  was  made  before  the  firft  re^r 
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fdudofi  of  die  Committee^  and  no  dcliveiy  had  taken  place  tUl  after 
the  23d  of  February.— -Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOBART  then  reported  the  bill,  which  ivas  read  a  iirft 
and  iccond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  ingroffed  and  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday, 

In  a  Committee  on  the  Tea  Duty  Bill. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gendeman  had 
made  fome  calculations  upon  the  black  teas,  which  are  chiefly  con^ 
fumed  by  the  loweft  and  pcx>reft  dafs  of  people,  chaiged  them  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  diat  it  was  not  pofTible  to  make 
any  calculation  without  the  returns  from  the  India  Houfe  of  the  im- 
portadon  and  the  &ie.  The  duty  of  7I.  i  os.  was  but  a  twelfth 
part,  he  obfervcd,  and  confequently  upon  an  ardcle  of  fuch  fmall 
price  could  be  (carcely  felt ;  ibr  although  die  confumer  ultimately 
pays  die  tax,  the  greateft  burden  falls  on  the  iirft  purchafe.  For 
his  own  part,  in  a  moment  of  fuch  great  neceflity,  he  could  not 
perceive  why  thofe  perfons  the  honourable  gendeman  alluded  to  (hould 
not  fubfcribe  dieir  quota,  when  in  the  aggrc^te  it  could  be  fo  ufeful, 
and  individually  of  fuch  trifling  inconvenience.  He  commended 
however  die  laudable  principle  upon  which  *tHe  honourable  gentle-^ 
nan  a£led,  although  he  thought  htm  miftaken  in  this  infiance. 

General  SMITH  conceived  that,  although  the  tax  was  but  a 
tvdfth,  the  fum  of  ^d.  additbnal  duty  on  a  pound  of  3  s.  tea  was^ 
to  a  poor  perfen,  of  fome  confideration. 

The  duty  was  voted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Mon- 
day. 

General  SMITH  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuefday  he  (hould  make 
a  modon  reladve  to  the  officers  in  India.     Adjourned  to 

Monday i  ^ih  March.  ' 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  third  reading  €S  the  Wine 
BiU. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from. 
Liverpool,  ftating,  that  the  merchants  there  had  purchafed  a  con(i« 
dcrable  quantity  of  wine  before  the  prefent  bill  was  in  agitadon»  ' 

^^hich  they  had  intended  to  have  fent  to  different  parts  of  the  coun*- 
^>  but  were  prevented  in  ronfequence  of  die  canals  bring  frozen ; 
^  if  the  regulations  now  propofed  were  carried  into  efied^  the  con** ' 
^uei^:e  would  be  to  produce  a  very  difagreeable' altercation  between  \ 

tiicm  and  their  cuflomefs,  whom  they  had  agreed  to  fupply  at  the 
^^  pnce.  He  had  many  objedtons,  both  to  the  principle  of  the 
(itCeotduty,  and  to  the  mannerof  laying  it  on.     He  reoiarked  the  I 
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hardihip  on  fubaltcm  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  in  (he  habit  of 
drinking  port  wine«  and  thought,  that  on  confideration  of  the  fcan-* 
tinefs  of  their  incomes,  fomc  provifion  ought  to  be  made  in  their 
fiivbur.  A  confiderablc  hardfliip  would  alfo  fall  on  gentlemen  in 
town,  who  kept  their  wine  in  licenced  cellars.  He  concluded  with 
moving,  that  inftead  of  the  23d  of  February,  there  (hould  be  in- 
fertcd  in  the  bill,  the  23d  of  March,  as  the  period  at  whiclT  the 
duty  fhj'jld  commence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  fubjeft  had  already  been  debated, 
and  he  was  not  aware  of  anv  new  argument. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  that  his  conflituents  were  in 
the  fame  (ituaiion  as  thofc  of  General  Tarleton. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived  without  a  diviiion,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  paffed. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Lord 
Vifcount  Garlics,  March  4,  1795,  which  he  dcfired  the  Clerk 
to  read  to  the  Houfc.  The  letter  ftated,  that  he  had  been  pre- 
vented from  putting  in  execution  the  writ  for  the  elc£tion  of  a 
Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  for  Kirkcudbright,  in  confequence 
of  the  communication  having  been  ftopt  for  four  weeks  between 
Edinburgh  and  Dumfries,  which  place  he  had  only  .been  able  to 
reach  the  day  before.  He  had  hot  fent  the  writ  to  the  Deputy  She- 
riff, bccaufe  as  there  were  feveral  candidates,  he  conceived  that  all 
the  cleftors,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  defirous 
to  attendj  which  they  could  not  have  done,  from  the  impalTablc 
ftate  of  the  roads. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  ftated,  that  it  was  three  momhs 
fincc  the  writ  in  queftion  had  been  iffued,  and  moved  that  Lord 
Garlics  (houlcl  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  give  an  account  of 
the  caufes  of  the  delay  in  executing  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  on  Thurfday  next,  he  (hould 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  as  had  been  done  in  former  in- 
ftances,  enabling  feamcn  to  continue  an  allowance  to  their  families 
for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  there  (hould  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  officers  on  the  Bengal  eftablifh- 
ment,  &c.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  two  fuggeftions  had  occurred 
in  order  to  render  more  effectual  the  proviftons  of  the  a£t  for  raifing 
men  from  the  counties,  for  which  he  propofed  to  bring  in  a  feparate 
bUl.  The  firft  was  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  that  might 
airife  from  a  change  of  Churchwardens,  before  the  number  of  men 
was  completed^  to  enable  Churchwardens  to  continue  in  office, 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  42 

for  die  ible  purpoTe  of  fulfiUing  the  proviiions  of  the  bill ;  and  the 
fecond  was,  as  there  might  be  fome  delay  in  getting  in^the  additional 
rates,  to  enable  the  CommiflSoners  of  the  Land  Tax  to  advance 
fuch  fums  to  the  Churchwardens  as  might  be  required  for  bounty. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  impofing  additional  duties  on  certain  articles  of  cuftoms, 
went  into  a  Committee  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
up  a  claufe  to  exempt  from  its  operation  all  deals  not  exceeding  ten 
inches  fquare,  being  the  part  of  timber  ufually  employed  in  building 
cottages,  and  all  timber  employed  in  mines  ;  the  claufe,  after  a  few 
remarks,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  brought  up  a  claufe  to  be  inferted 
in  the  bill  for  raifing  men  from  the  (hip  owners,  that  no  rendezvous 
fhould  be  opened  in  the  City  of  London,  which  was  likewife  agreed 
to,  after  a  (hort  converfation,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and 
paffed. 

Qn  the  que(tion  that  the  Franking  bill  (hould  be  read  a  fecorid 
time,  a  defultory  converfation  took  place. 

Mr.  WILBRAHAM  fuggefted  as  a  meafure  which  would  tend 
greatly  to  incrcafe  the  revenue,  and  be  attended  with  fcarccly  any 
additional  expence,  that  Sunday  (hould  be  a  poft-day  in  London, 
as  it  already  was  in  moft  parts  of  the  country.  The  fum  arifing  from 
the  poftage  of  letters  wquld  be  thus  confiderably  enhanced,  as  well 
as  the  (lamp-duty  on  newfpapers,  which,  if  the  meafure  was  adopted, 
would  continue  to  be  printed  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  it  was  impoflTible  that  he  (hould 
have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  belong  to  die  prcfent  difcuiTion,  as 
it  was  a  matter  of  executive  regulation. 

A  variety  of  remarks  were  made  by  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet, ' 
Mr.  £^ft,S  ir  Francis  Baring,  Lord  Sheffield,  &c. ;  but  as  none  of 
them  flated  any  objedlion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  was  fugge(ted 
by  the  fpeaker  that  they  would  come  with  more  propriety  to  be  dif- 
cufTed  in  the  Committee. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered, to  be  committed  on 
Thurfday. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  brought  up  a  bill  to  amend  the  Citjr 
MiUtia  aa  of  laft  fc(rion. 

The  bill  to  render  more  cfFe^hial  the  pfovifions  of  the  aft  fet 
nifing  men  from  the  coundes,  was  read  a  firft  time. 

G  2 
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Tuefday^    I  oth  March* 

General  SMITH  rofe  to  make  the  ittodon,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  in  favour  of  the  officers  in  the  Eaft-India  fervice. 
The  queflion  he  was  offering  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc,  he 
laid,  in  his  opinion,  was  of  a  very  ferious'and  importafit  nature, 
and  v/cil  defcrved  the  attention  of  the  I^tfla^ure.    It  involved  the 
interel^s  of  a  large  body  of  very  gallant  mch,  amounting  in  number 
to  1600.     He  thought  fo. highly  of  the  merits  of  the  oflScers  fcrv- 
ing  in  India,  and  of  the  many  and  important  ferviccs  they  had  done 
to  the  country,  that  he  felt  it  a  matter  of  duty  to  render  them  all  the 
fcrvice  in  his  power,  by  ftating  their  grievances,  and  callii^  upon 
the  Houfe  to  redrefs  them.     The  grievances  under  which  they  la- 
boured, appeared  to  him  to  be  great  and  undcferved.     In  the  ftrf^ 
place,  they  complained,  that,  after  long  ferviccs,  when  they  had 
attained  that  9ge  in  which  the  greateft  confidence  ihould  be  placed, 
that  fuch  Confidence  was  withdrawn  from  them.     They  were  not 
admitted  to  that  rank,  to  which  they  were  entitled,  by  their  tige, 
and  the  length  of  their  fervice.  —  It  was  a  fingular  circumftance, 
♦  that  while  in  this  country  there  exifted  a  little  army  of  Generals, 
amounting  to  the  number  of  280,  there  was  not  even  one  General 
^Officer  in  the  army  in  India  confiding  of  65,000  cfTcftiv^  men. 
Seven  years  fince,  His  Majcily  had  been  pleafed  to  adopt  a  mcafure 
which  he  confidered  as  wife  and  politic ;  he  had  been  grnciotifly 
pleafed  to  permit  tliat  the  officers  on  the  Eaft-India  eftablifhment 
fhould  be  raifed  to  an  equauiity  of  rank  with  thofe  ferving  in  his 
own  troops.     This  wife  and   politic  mcafure  had,  however,  been 
fruftrated  by  a  rcgulatioiv  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  which  he 
could  not  difcovcr  one  good  or  plaufiblc   rcafon.     1  hey  had  come 
to  a  refolution,  that  no  one  in  their  fervice  fhould  be  raifed  to  the 
rank  ot  Genera:!.     This  he  confidered  as  extremely  abfurd  ;  and 
'the  more  fo,  becaufe   the  Eafl-India  Company  had  no  other  mode 
<)f  remunerating  their  ofiicers  for  their  zeal   and  ferviccs  ;  whereas 
His  Majcfly  could  beflow  various  honours  and  rev;ards  on  his  offi- 
cers, befidcs  the  reward  of  rank.     The  General  here  read  a  paper, 
containing  the  fentiments  of  the  officers  themfelves  on  thofe  caufes 
of  complaint ;  in  which  was  ftatcd  the  great  length  of  tin>e  which 
the  Colonels,  Majors,  and  other  officers   had   fervcd.     Upon  this 
paper,  the  General  obfervcd,  that  if  the  prefcntwcilablilhment  fhould 
continue,  all  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  thofe  brave  and'gallant  officers 
mufl  give  way  to  a  hopelefs  defpondcncy,  and  .the  more  efpcciilly 
becaufe  it  frequently  happened  that  they  were  commanded  by  offi- 
cers .of  His  Majefty's  forces,  who  had  not  fervcd  one-third  of  the 
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time  with  themfclvcs;  a  circumftance  peculiarly  galHng  to  veteran 
and  experienced  officers.  '  Another  very  great  and  ferious  grievance 
was,  the  impofllbiltty  of  the  officers  returning  to  their  own  country, 
to  enjoy  in  tranquillity  and  repofe  the  rewards  of  their  'fatigues  and 
hardftups.  Thcfe  gritevances  attaching  upon  a  bcidy  of  men  who 
had  always  conduced  themfelvcs  with  loyalty,  fidelity,  and  zeal 
for  the  intercfts  of  their  country,  called  loudly  for  redrefs.  He  did 
not  wi(h  to  difcufs  the  mode  of  that  redrefs,  becaufe  he  nnderfiood 
a  n^ociation  was  carrying  on  between  His  Majcft)''s  Minifters  and 
the  EaiV India  Company  for  that  purpofe,  but. he  was  defirousdf 
fuggeffing  fomc  mcafure  to  be  immediately  adopted  to  fati^fy  the 
claims  of  thofc  mcritorous  men  ;  claims  not  only  founded  on  juftice 
and  equity,  but  alfo  upon  found  policy.  It  was  well  known  th«t 
the  French  were  turning  their  eyes  towards  that  .part  of  the  world  ; 
it  would  therefore  be  highly  politic  to  eradicate  even  the  flighteft 
fymptom  of  difcontcnt  from  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  to  defend 
ourpoffefilons.  Befidcs,  the  Company's  officers,  difgufted  by  the 
negledand  hardlhips  which  they  expferienced,  might  be  induced  to 
enter  into  the  fervicc  of  the  native  Princes.  It  might  be  alked,  why 
he  brought  forward  this  motion,  after  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  Secretary'  of  State  a  few  days  (ince  ?  The  redfon 
was,  becaufe  there  exifted  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Minifters 
and  the  Eaft- India  Company,  with  whom  they  were  ncgociatirg  ; 
he  hoped  he  (hould  do  away  that  diffisrence.  He  hid  felt  fomc 
difikulty,  anxious  as  he  was  for  the  intcreft  of  the  Officers,  in 
framing  his  motion.     He  (hould  move  three  refolutions : 

ift,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  Houfe,  that  the  Officers  in 
the  Eaft-India  fervicc  have  laboured  under 'great  and  ferious  griev- 
ances. 

2d.  '*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  thofc  Officers 
have  deferved  well  of  their  country  by  their  fcrvices. 

3d.  "  That  this  Houfe  will  take  their  grievances  into  confide- 
ntion,  and  give  thtm  ample  redrefs." 

Colonel  WOOD  faid,  that  he  rofe  not  by  any  means  to  contro- 
vert, but  would,  on  the  contrary,  fully  confirm,  the  ycry  afFe^ing 
pchirc  which  had  juft  been  drawn  by  the  honourable  General,  c£ 
the  meritorious  ferviccs,  as  well  as  of  tbe  hardfhips,  which  had 
heenfi)  long  impofedon«the  Officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India 
Companv'^-jiardfhips  of  the  fevercft  nature,  to  which  military  men 
could  have  been  fubjeded,  and  to  which  they  had  fubmitted  with 
that  degree  of  temper  and  moderation,  fo  highly  honourable  to  them-' 
^ves,  as  well  as  the  ftrongefl  proof  of  their  zeal  and  attachmi:nt  to 
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their  native  country  ;  he  begged  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fcrve,  that  he  had  entertained  feme  expe«3ations  that  what  he 
the  honour  to  reprcfcnt  to  the  hon.nirable  CJeneral,  at  the  time 
he  gave  notice  to  the  Houfc  of  his  inremions  to  bring  forward  fame 
motion  relative  to  the  Officers  of  India,  (die  purport  of  which  He 
declined  to  communicate)  would  have  induced  him  to  have  dcfcrrcrf 
mo\'ing  in  this  bufincfs,  until  there  might  be  a  probability  of  his 
doing  fo  V  ith  greater  effedl  than  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  at  that 
time,  in  fupport  of  thccaufc  of  that  very  rcfpcflablc  and  meritorious 
body  of  Officers,  whofe  intcrcfts,^  he  had  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
honourable  General  had  moft  finccrcly  at  heart. 

Since,  however,  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  determined 
to  follow  his  own  opinions  upon  this  fubjedV,  he  ffiould,  therefore, 
take  the  liberty,  as  briefly  as  pofllblc,  of  fubmitting  for  the  confi- 
deration  and  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  thofe  reafens  which  induced 
him  to  think,  that  unlefs,  cither  upon  the  part  of  His  Majcfty's 
Miniders,  or  on  that  of  the  Court  of  Eaft- 1  ndia  Direftors,  there  fliall 
appear  to  have  been  apparent  Jicgk6t,  or  unncceffary  procraftirwi- 
tion  and  delay,  it  would  neither  be  juft  nor  wife  in  this  Houfe  to 
interfere  at  prcfent  with  thofe  whofe  proper  duty  it  is  to  arrange,  and 
to  bring  this  bufincfs  before  them. 

At  the  time  of  the  late  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  EaA- India 
Company,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  the  reafon  afllgned  for  not 
completing  an  arrangement  for  the  military  fcrvice  of  India,  was 
the  confidence  which  not  only  the  India  Minifter,  but  the  natioi>, 
repofed  in  the  ftoble  Lord  who  at  that  lime  governed  India,  and  a 
defire,  that  in  the  formation  of  a  plan  of  fo  much  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country,  tlie  Public  fliould  have  the   full  benefit  of 
the  local  knowledge  and  experience  of  that  noble  Lord ;  that  the 
detention  of  that  noble  Lord  in  India  two  years  longer  than  what 
was  experted,  in  confcquence  of  the  Myfore  war,  and  the  bufy  * 
iccnes  which  neceffarily  engaged  his  attention  ;  during  the  profecu- 
tion  of  that  war,  (the  termination  of  which  was  fo  highly  honour- 
able to  himfclf,  as  well  as  advantageous  to  this  country,)  will  faris- 
fadtorily  account  to  this  Houfe  for  the  unavoidable  delay  which  re- 
tarded the  completion  of  the  plan  of  that  noble  Lord  for  the  Itidiaa 
army,  until   after  his  arrival   in  this  country.     That  fomc  time 
about  the  i  bth  of  laft  December,  the  Miniftcr  traiifmittcd  the  plan 
of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Court  of  Eall- India  DircSors  for 
their  information,  and,  as  he  underftood,  at  the  fame  time  acquaint- 
ed them,  that  fo  ibon  as  he  could  be  favoured  with  their  fendments 
upon  this  very  important  fubjedt,  he  truftcd  tliat  he  (hould  then  be 
enabled  finally  to  anange  and  to  bring  forward  a  plan  for  the  India 
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army,  which  would  not  onlv  efFecStually  remedy  the  prefcnt  griev- 
ances of  which  the  military  fcrvants  of  die  Eaft- India  Company  fo 
juftly  complained,  but  place  the  army  in  future  upon  that  rafpc£t- 
abi-:,  uniform,  and  permanent  footing,  fo  ncceffary  for  the  fccurity 
of  our  Eaftcrn  cmpi;e. 

Some  time  towards  the  20th  of  January  laft,  heunderftood  tliat 
the  honourable  Court  of  Eaft- India  Direflors  had  taken  into  con- 
fic.rnrjon  the  plan  of  the  noble  Marquis,  and  by  their  refolutions 
apr  tared  to  differ  with  him  very  effcntially  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple- of  this  plan,  which  went  to  an  incorporation  of  the  Indian 
aroiv  with  that  of  His  Majefty,  but  under  certain  reftrid\ions  ajid 
regulations,  which  were  to  have  been  fixed  by  Parliament.  This 
Ae  Court  of  Dircftors  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  therefore  under  that 
pcrfuafion  it  appeared  to  be  tlieir  duty  to  contend  for  them  ;  but 
however  much  that  honourable  Court  may  have  differed  in  opinion 
with  that  noble  I^rd,  in  regard  to  either  the  policy  or  principles  of 
his  plan,  I  am  confident  that  not  only  that  Court,  but  the  Public, 
will  give  that  noble  Lord  fall  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  intentions, 
and  be  fatisfied,  that  in  the  recommendation  of  any  particular  plan, 
he  CQuU  have  had  no  wifli,  but  that  of  beft  promoting  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.  That  fince  that  time, 
he  undcrftood  that  the  Court  of  Diredtors  had  been  bufily  employed 
in  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  their  armyy  more  confiftent  with  the 
rights  of  the  Eaft -India  Company  ;  and  although  the  completion  of 
this  plan  had  been  delayed,  by  circumftances  unavoidal  Ic  on  the 
part  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  yet  he  was  happy  to  undcrfiand  that 
it  was  now  in  that  ftate  of  forwardnefs,  to  be  expefled  to  be  ready 
for  tranfmiOion  to  the  India  Minifter  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

In  the  final  arrangement  of  a  plan  of  this  very  important  natyre, 

^'hich  involves  fuch  a  variety  of  interefts — a  plan,  on  the  wifdora 

and  policy  of  which  depended  not  only  the  fecurity  of  our  Eaftcrn 

^rcfljons,    but  intimately  connefted  therewith  the  profperity  of 

this  country,  he  truftcd  that  the  Houfc  would  unite  with  him  in 

judging  tfiat  it  will  be  highly  expedient.     The  India  Minifter 

ftiouldhavca  reafonablc  time  allowed,  after  he  (hall  have  received 

the  plan  of  the  Court  of  Diredors ;  and  that  until  fuch  time  as  that 

period  (hall  have  d^pfed,  it  would   be  highly   improper  for  this 

Houfc  to  mtedere.     He  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gcntlc- 

n^an  who-prefides  over  the  affairs  of  India,   fome  little  time  ago, 

ftatcd  in  this  Houfe,  and  he  firmly  believed  ftated  moft  truly,  fo 

tirfrom  his  ever  having  been  definnis  to  procraftinatc  an  arrange- 

rocntof  the  claims  of  the  India  Officers,  he  had  been  moft  folici- 
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tons  to  give  that  very  important  bufinefs  every  difpatch  in  his  ^^^^  , 
and  fe  well  convinced  of  this  are  the  friends  of  thofe  Officers  ixrho 
Z&,  for  them  in  this  country>  a$  well  as  of  the  friendly  difpc^tions 
of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  they  rely  with  implicit  con-> 
fidence  upon  his  firm  fupport  and  exertions  ;  and  have  a  moft  grate- 
ful acknowledgement  of  the  very  feir,  liberal^  and  eafy  communi- 
cation, which  has  been  afibrded    to  thetn  by  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  upon  every  occaflon,  for  bringing  the  claims  of  tlie  India 
Officers  before  him.     The  caufe  of  the  OHicecs  of  India  reds  upon 
tDj  jull  and  folid  a  foundation,  to  require  the  aid  of  party  to  fuppcMt 
it ;  and  however  much  the  conduct  of  thofe  Officers  may,  in  fame 
inftanccs,  have  been  mifreprefented,  to  anfwer  the  puipofes  of  artful 
and  defigning  men,  yet  he  was  confident  that  His  MajeAy  had  not 
in  any  part  of  his  don>inions  fubjeds  more  lopl,  more  zealous,  or 
more  firmly  attached  to  the  fupport  of  his  Crown  and  Government. 
Connected  as  he  was  with  many  of  thofe  Officers  by  the  warmeft 
attachments  of  friendfhip ;  feeling  as  he  did  for  the  unmerited  iitu- 
ation  in  which  they  are  now  placed,  and  as  one  of  their  friends  in 
this  country,  fpecially  intruded  with  the  guardianfhip  of  their  inte- 
refb,  the  honourable  General  might  have  been  fatisfied,  that  had 
he  confidered  it  for  the  advantage  of  thofe  Ofiicers  to  agityite  their 
pretentions  before  this  Houfe,  he  would  not  have  fb  long  remained 
lilent,  but  convinced  as  he  was,  that  ever  (ince  the  receipt  of  the 
plan  of  the  Mftrquis  Comwallis,  (previous  to  which,  for  the  rea- 
fons  of  which  this  Houfe  are  well  informed,  it  would  have  been  pre- 
mature to  have  brought  forward  the  bufinefs)  there  had  been  no  de- 
lay which  could   have  been  avoided.     He  judged,  therefore,  that 
to  have  troubled  this  Houfe,  could  only  tend   to   teaze  and  harrafs 
His  Majefty's  Miniders,  and  to  have  encouraged  ill -grounded  jea- 
louiij^  and  fufpicions  abroad,  without  anfwering  any  good  puipofc 
ttt  home.  I 

The  Officers  of  the  Indian  army,  in  particular  thofe  of  Bengal,  | 
have  a  mod  grateful  acknowledgement  for  the  Zical  and  exertions 
which  die  honourable  General  has  ever  (hewn  in  their  be|;ialf,  when- 
ever their  interefts  have  come  under  the  difcuffion  of  this  Houfe  ; 
and  he  alfo  felt  the  obligation  which,  on  that  account,  he  indivi- 
dually owed  to  that  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  fame  very  laudable  zeal  had  prompted  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, as  well  upon  this  as  upon  other  occafions,  to  piefe  the  caufe 
of  the  Officers  of  India  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houie ;  but  as  he 
liad  every  confidence  not  only  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  ppeiided  over  India,  but  alfo  in  the  Court  of  Diredors,  that 
no  time  will  be  loft  in  bringing  this  very  important  bufineb  to  a  final 
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arrangement.     He  confcffcd,  that  under  that  perfuaiion,  he  would 
judge  it  both  impolitic  and  unjuftin  the-Houfeto  interfere  with  thofc 
^'ho(c  duty  it  mpre  properly  was- to  bring  the  fubjedi  before  thejti. .' 
Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  he  thought  the  qucftlon  before  the 
Houfc  a  very  fcrious  and  important  one;  but  he  confcffcd  he  was 
curious  to  learn,  when  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  what  motive 
the  honourable  Ceneral  could  h^ve  for  bringing  on  his  motion  at 
the  prefent  period.  The  motive  which  had  been  afligned,  appeared 
to  lum  extremely  fingular :  the  General  had  faid,  his  reafon  was, 
becaufe  a  negociation  was  pending  between  Minifters  and  the  Court 
of  Dirc6torsy  and  a  difference  of  opinion  exifled  between  them. 
The  Houfcy  for  this  lingular  reafon,  was  called  upon  to  decide  on 
ex  parte  evidence.     He  (hould  have  thought  it  more. proper  to  have 
left  the  matter,  for  the  prefent,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  un-  ' 
dertaken  it,  who  were  more  competent  to  decide,  as  having  all  the 
documents  neceffary'to  invedigate  the  fubjc6t.     If,  after  their  de- 
termination, the  redrefs  granted  (hould  be  thought  infufHcient,  then 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  honourable  General  to  propofe  any 
fartfier  redrefs  which  (hould  appear  to  him  njCcelTaiy.     At^  prefent^ 
the  motion  could  produce  no  one  good  cffedi ;  but  might  tend  to 
make  the  officers  fuppofe  that  their  claims  would  be  granted  to  an 
extent  which  nnight  not  be  con(iftent  with  the  intere(t  of  the  country. 
He  confidercd  it  as  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  and  intricacy  to  ad- 
juft  the  cbums  of  the  officers  confiftcntly  with  the  intercft  of  the 
country.     He  perfefily  agreed  with  the  General  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  officers ;  but  there  were  many  ferious  and  important  queftions 
involved  in  the  fubje£t  bcfidcs  the  n;irrow  and  contracted  one  which 
the  General  had  confidercd.       There  were  fome  circumftanccs, 
though  not  thofe  of  rank  and  title,  which  appeared  to  give  a  com- 
penfation  for  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  fcrvice.    The  Colonels 
in  that  (crvice  had  incomes  of  i  o,oool.  pet  ann.  which  he  believed 
more  acceptable  to  men  of  their  age  than  any  title  or  rank.     It  was 
certainly  a  great  hard  (hip  to  be  precluded  from  returning  to  tfieir 
country :  this,  he  fincercly  hoped,  would  be  remedied  by  the  pro- 
poTed  arrangements.     One  naaterial  point  had  been  forgotten  by 
General   Smith,  viz.   the  difficulty  attending  the  bcfiowing  this 
rank.     If  the  King  were  to  have  this  put  into  Jiis  hands,  it  would 
bcgr?ntiog^him  an  unconftltutional  authority  to  fo  immenfe  an  ex- 
tent, as  he  conSdered  as  dangerous  to  liberty.     On  thefc  accounts, 
he  confidered  tlie  motion  as  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  fhould 
ftcrcfore  have  widied  it  to  have  been  deferred.     He  hoped  that  a 
final  arrangement  would  foon  take  place,  but  not  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment as  that  of  a  few  years.  fmcc>  which  (hould  render  it  necellary 
,  Vol.  XLI.  H^ 
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fpr  the  officers  to  apply  to  the  Legiflature  again,  after  a  Ihort  period* 
He  trufted  it  would  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  lay  Ac  qaeftion  aflcrp 
for  ever.  He  thought  the  dlfcuflion  of  the  queAion  highly  impro- 
per,- and  (hould  therefore  moVe,  tlut  the  Houfc  adjourn. 

Colonel  M^itland's  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Houfe  accord- 
ingly  adjourned. 

IVedneJdajj   1 1  th  March, 

• 

On  the  qucftion  that  the  bill  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  on 
Tea,  CofFec,  and  Cocoa,  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  LECHMERE  rbfc  to  oppofe  the  fame.    The  duty  on  Tea 
he  particularly  objeSed  to,  becaufe  it  would  fall  with  great  weight 
upbn  the  lower  and  poorer  claffcs  of  the  people.     It  was  now,   he 
faid,  become  almoft  one  of  the  firft  and  greateft  neceiTaries  of  life 
amongft  them,  and  fince  every  fpccies  of  viftuals  were  become  fo 
dear,  thoufands  of  people  lived  altogether  on  bread  and  tea.      He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  obje6l  to  one  tax  without  propofing  an- 
other ;  and  therefore  he  would  fuggeft  that  a  licence,  to  the  amount 
of  two  guineas,  (hould  be  purchafed  by  thofe  who  drive  one-mao 
carts,  corximonly  called  Jkuttks.     He  was  informed  that  one  man 
could  draw  fix  hundred  weight  in  oncof  thefe  fkuttlcs,  and  that  there 
were  not  fewer  than  twenty  thoufand  of  them  ufed  in  London  and 
its  environs.    He  had  no  doubt  that  fuch  a  tax  would  be  exceedingly 
productive,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  would  not  be  oppreflivc  on 
the  poorer  orders  of  the  people.     He  had  been,  he  faid,  on  every 
occafion,  and  from  its  commencement,  a  determined  enemy  to  the 
war,  but  if  a  fair  and  honourable  peace  could  not  be  obtained,  as 
the  hands  of  Government  mud  be  ftrengthened  to  enable  it  to  carry 
on  the  war,  it  became  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  take  car« 
that  in  impofing  taxes  they  Ihould  fix  upon  fuch  as  would  bear  with 
the  leaft  weight  on  the  lower  orders.    The  tax  on  tea  would  prove 
very  heavy  and  f)pprdTive  on  that  numerous  but  ufeful  body  of  fub- 
jedts,  whereas  the  fubftitute  he  had  propofcd  for  k,  would  fall  chiefly 
on  merchants,  (hopkeepcrs,  and  other  opulent  tradefmcn,  who  were 
'  very  well  able  to  bear  it.      For  thefe  rcafons  he  would  move,  and 
he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  feconded— 'that  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill  be  poftponed  to  this  day  fix  months.  The  motion,  however, 
not  being  fecunded,  the  queltion  was  not  put  upon  it. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  thifd  time  and  paffed,  and  ordered  tQ 
be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  the  Solicitor  General. 

.  Mr.  DEMT  faid,  that  he  was  extremely  forry  to  find  that  a 
charge  againft  the  whole  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  which  con- 
lifted  of  558,    fcemed  to  be  imjplicd  by'  the  bill  for  curtailing 
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the  privilege  of  franking  enjoyed  by  that  Houfc,  of  having  abufcd 
the  privilege  veiled  in  them  originally,  he  Relieved,  for  the  purpofc' 
only  of  correfponding  with,  and  receiving  letters  from  their  confti- 
tuents— out  of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  however,  lie  did  not 
believe  more  than  eight  had  a6lually  abufcd  die  privilege,  and  tliis,. 
from  all  the  information  he  could  colle(5l,  only,  to  the  amount  of 
from  1 500I.  to  2000I.  a  year  each.  In  order  to  diftinguifl)  thofe, 
and  to  clear  all  the  others  from  the  imputation,  he  moved,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  letters, 
and  their  poftage,  dircdled  to  and  from  the  Members  of  the  Houfe, 
for  die  laft  two  years,  di(lingui(hing  the  names  of  each  Member. 

Mr.  LONG  faid,  it  would  not  be  poffiblc  to  fumifli  fuch  an 
account.      The  nnotion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  DENT  then  faid,  that  as  after  this  bill  fliould  pafs,  the 
Conunifltoners,  Clerks,  &c.  of  Public  Offices,  would  poflcfs  a 
privilege  of  franking  paramount  to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe, 
He  would  therefore  move,  **  That  an  account  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  the  number  of  letters  franked  to  and  from  the  Clerks  in 
the  diflferent  Public  Offices.'*^— Agreed  to. 

Thurfdayy   I2ih  March,  io  SaturJay,   14/h  March,  inclufivc. 

There  not  being,  on  any  of  thofe  days,  a  fufficicnt  number  of 
Members  prefent  at  four  o'clock,  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  the 
petition  relative  to  the  right  of  cledlion  for  the  City  of  Weftminftcr, 
the  Houfe,  of  confequcncc,  adjourned. 

Monday,    1 6/h  March. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Committee,  balloted  to  try  the 
qucftion  of  the  jight  of  eleflion,  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
minftcr. '  /  ' 

Tho.  Eaftcourt,  Efq.  G.  Porter,  Efq.-                           i 

Hon^  H.  Hobart,  .  ,  J.  R.  Birch,  Efq. 

J.  Walwyn,  Efq.  Lord  PorchcOer,                 .  •         ? 

H.  Howard,  Efq.  Sir  VY.  Hcathcote, 

D.  North,  Efq.  R.  Wood,  Efq.  ' 

Sir  T.  Gafcoyne,  Bart. .  Charles  Dund^s,  Efq,                : 

F.  Dickios,  Efq.  R.  J«  Buxton,  Efq.               -     .1 

Hon.  J.  T.  Townfliend.  > 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  -  that  owing  to  the  circumftande  of  there  not 
laving  been  a  Houfe  formed  for  fome  days,  he  had  hot  had  an  op- 
pwuniiy  of  poftponing  his  motion,*  if  he  had  been  fo  cifpjfe  1.  I' 
v^s  doubtful  whether  the  Houfe  would  have  btcn  full  to^^dav,  an 

Ha 
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^cctfcte  "he  had  come  to  a  determinadon  not  to  brkig  it  foiward  at 
wcfent,   and  as  fomc  fartlicr  notice  was  pcceffary,  he  begged  to  be 
uivdcrftood  as  intending  to  bring  it  forward  to-morrow  fe  nnight. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  the  memorial  relati\'c  to  the  of- 
ficers in  India,  now  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  be  printed. — Or- 
dered. 

The  Houfe  having,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  tjxc  Ex- 
chequer, refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  SupplyJi 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved  arefolufion,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  was,  That  an  allowance  be  made  to  fubaltern  officers, 
in  Certain  cafes,  in  rime  of  peace:  —Agreed  to :  the  R.eport  u>  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  he  had  fomfr  time  fincc 
given  notice  he  (hquld  have  a  modpn  to  bring  forward  rdadvc  to 
the  payrrent  of  the  wages  of  fcamen^'and  alloifV'ii)g  them  motft 
power  than  they  had  at  prefcnt  to  appropriate  part  of  their  pay  to 
their  relatives.     It  wjis  unneceflary  for  him  to  ent^r  irkto  the  detail 
.of  the  fubjeft  now,  becaufc  there  would  be  other  opportunities  for 
difcuning  it,  if  neceffary.     He  believed  there  was  no  difference  o^ 
opinion  on  the  principle  of  the  "bill' which  he  intended  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  ii^     The  fir (1  and  great  ibundatioaof  the  meafure 
arofe  out  of  the  power  that  was, proper  to  be  given. to  a.fcamaiv  in 
allowing  a  part  of  his  wages  to  his  relatives  in  liis  -abfence..     By 
Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  which  had  paffcd  fome  year^  agp,  a.  feaman, 
having  been  in  the  fervice  for  twelve  months,  was  allowed  to  give 
{\x  months  of  his  wages  to  his  wife.     Since  that  rime  this  principle 
had  been  extended,  and  had  been  followed  by  very  beneficial  effects ; 
an^  h^  was  of  opinion  there  (bould  be  a  farther  cxtenfion  ftilU 
One  reafon,  in  particular,  which  rendered  fuch  a  plan  as  this  ne- 
ceffary, was  the  report  made  by  the  different  perfbns  in  the  fear  port 
towns,  in  which  it  was  ftated,  it  would  be  the  greateft  eribouragc- 
ment  to  feamen  to  eiitcr  into-  the  fcrvice>  if  a  provlfion  was  to  be 
made  for  their  families.     He  had  revolved  the  fubjed  in  his  mind 
for  a  confiderabje  time,  and  confidered  the  different  objc^ions  that 
had  been  made-  to  it ;  and  the-  rcfult  of  hi^  deliberation  was,  that 
the  bufinefs  could  be  done  without  anv  inconvenience  whatever. 
In  confequcfnfce  of 'tbi»  d4;ter  mi  nation,  -he  had  foraged  the  bill  which 
he  meant  to  bring  forward  ; '  rhft  great  objcQ  of  which  was,  diat 
every  feaman  could  have  a  power  of  attorney  to  tranfrrut-  mency  not 
pnly  to  his  wife,  but  to  his  mother  or  children,  if  hi$  wifefhwld 
*  liappcn  to  be  deacj^     This  would  antwcr  every  purpofc,  and  pof- 
fefs  every  convenience  which  was  wanting  in  the  former  bill.    A 
-fimilar  till  would  h^  brought  in  in  the  Parliament  of  Irtlaad,  fo 
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that  feunen,  who  were  natives  of  that  countryj  might  fend  reli 
to  their  relations  there.  He  would  therefore  move.  That  leave  b& 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  petty  officers  in  the  naTy>  non- 
cammiffioned  officers  in  the  marines^  ferving  on  board  (hips^  and 
all  others  ferving  under  them  on  board  fhtps,  to  allot  a  certain  por- 
tion of  their  pay  for  the  relief  of  their  wives  and  families. 

Captain  BERKELEY  adverted  to  a  petition  vyhich  had  l^en 
prcftnted  fome  time  ago  on  behalf  of  the  inn<keepers.  He  wiihed 
to  be  informed  what  i^age  it  was  in  at  prefent.  He  was  led  to  do 
th'^  in  confequbnce  of  an  advertifement  which  he  faw  in  a  newfpaper»  ^ 
by  which  he  learnt  that  die  inn-keepers  had  met  at  the  Gbbe  Ta- 
vern, and  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  raife  the  price  of  poft-horfetf 
in  the  kingdom.  This  he  thought  improper  while  their  petition 
w^s  before  that  Hou(b,  and  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  there  could 
not  he  a  regulation  of  charges  for  poA-horfes. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  he  had  been  called  upon  to  prefent 
2  |H.tition  from  feveral  publicans,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
K:rdlhipof  having  foldiers  billeted  on  them.  That  petition  wa» 
ricrrcd  to  a  Committee,  who  nnade  their  report  upon  it ;  but  no- 
thing farther  was  done  upon  the  fubjedt.  He  had  afl^cd  the  Sccre* 
t  ry  at  War  whether  any  thing  was  to  be  done,  who  told  him  that 
W  il)ould  confult  the  gentlemen  who  had  fat. on  the  Committee>- 
rii  take  meal'ures  accordingly ;  the  tefult  of  which  he  could  not 
tcii. 

Mr.  DUND  AS  obferved,  that  the  raifing  the  price  of  poft-horifes  ^ 
bd  no  conne£Hon  with  the  petition  in  quefti^n. 

Mr.  HiJSSEY  faid,  that  all;  ranks  of  ina-kecpers  had  fuffercd 
by  the  billeting  of  foldiers.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  advance  in  the 
price  of  poft-horfes^  he  believed  no  pcrfon  would  feel  it  more  than 
umfelf,  for  he  travelled  a  good  deal ;  he  could  not>  however,  think 
of&n6Koningthe  idea  of  regulating  the  price  of  the  poftage  of  horfcs 
in  that  Houfe.  Could  the'  Houfe  think  of  countenancing  fuch  a 
principle  as  that  of  interfering  with  the  price  of  a  marketable  article  ? 
If  they  did  they  would  deftroy  the  fpring  on  which  fuch  bu(incfs  was^ 
c-rricd  on,  namely,  competiti<?n.  Matters  of  this  kind  (hould  be 
always  left  to  find  their  own  level.  If  in o-keepers charged  too  high 
i  price  for  their  poft-horfcs,  travellers  would  find  out  fomc  other 
"iwic  of  travelling.  At  the  fame  time,  he  thought  the  Hpufe  ought 
W't  to  interfcK  in  the  bufinefs ;  tl\at  would  be  dcftroying  all  com* 
I'-'itbn.  The  rate  of  pofiage  ihould  l^e  fettled  by  the  people  there* 
Hvcs,  who  had  as  much  right  to  do  fo  as  any  man  had  to  fix  a  price 
Mi  his  labour  or  his  commodity. 
Captain  BERKELEY  feid  that  the  rates  of  the  mod:  convenient 


^ 


54  ^"^KLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

modes  of  coivve^ancc  Viad  been  fixed  by  Parliament;  namely,  hack- 
ney coaches,  and  TJatcrmcn's  fibres. 

The  SPEAKER  put  a  ftpp  to  thisrtonveriatiofi,  as  there  ^-as 
no  qucftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Tuejdajy    l^thMard. 

'  A  petition  was  prefcnrcd  from  the  provoft  and  corporation  of 
Dundee,  cxprcffing  their  difapprobation  of  all  petitions  for  an  im- 
mediate peace,  and  their  determination  to  fupport  Government  in 
the  vigorous  pyofecution  of  the  war.         ' 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK,  after  a  few  remarlcs,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  more  efFeftually  preventing  the  carrying 
off  dead  bodies  from  church-yards,  and  other  burj'ing  places. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  remarked,  that  the  offence  was  already 
pUni(hable  by  fine,  imprifonment  and  whipping,  which  he  conceived 
to  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  any  new  regulations. 

The  motion  was  fupportcd  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  •  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSEL  faid,  that  he  muft  oppofc  the  mo- 
tion, becaufc  he  conceived  that  it  only  tended  to  agitate  the  public  . 
mind^  and  to  ftrengthcn  vulgar  prejudices,  which  were  already  but 
too  violent  on  the  fubjedt. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Report  Was  brought  up  of  the  refolution  of  the  Committee 
.  torgranta  certain  allowance  to  officers  in  the  militia. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  that  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  in 
the  prcfent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  but  that  he  (houlfi  certainly  take  a 
future  opportunity  to  give  it  his  moft  decided  opix)fition.     • 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
hill  to  renew  the  ad  which  paflfcd  laft  feflion  with  rcfpedl  to  Aliens. 
A  bill  cxadlly  the  fame  as  the  Alien  bill  of  laft  feffion  was  brought 
up  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  he  fliould  move  the  vote  for  granting  a 
certain  allowance  to  officers  in  the  militia. 

The  bill  for  rendering  more'  effi:(!:^ual  the  provifions  of  an  aft  fo 
raife  a  certain  ntimber  of  men  from  tlie  counties,  and  the  bill  for 
raifinga  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  and  Exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fcrvicc  of  the  year  1795,  both  went  through  a  Committee,  re- 
ceived fevcral  amendments,  and  were  ordered  to  be  rejxjrted  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  duty  to  His  Majefty,  on  certificates  for 
ufing  hair  powder,  was  brought  up  and  read  a  fir  ft  time.     The:  bill 
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flated  that  all  thofc  who  were  in  the  habit  of  wearing  hair  powder, 
fcould  enter  their  names  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  counties, 
er  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Diftridls,  in  which  they  refided,  &c. 

fVedneJday,   i%th March. 

Proceeded  on  the  bills  before  the  Houfe,  without  any  debate* 

Thurjiay^   1 9//;  March* 

Mr.  HOBART,  from  the  Seleft  Committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition' of  the  feve- 
ral  perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribedy  Etedors  of 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Wcft- 
mlnfter ;  and  alfo,  of  the  petition  of  fevend  Inhabitants,  Houfc- 
holders  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weftmlnfler^  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  whoie  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribcd^  being  Eledors  of  Mem- 
bers to  reprcfent  the  laid  Cfty  and  Liberty  in  Parliament,  on  behalf 
of  themfeives  and  many  other  Electors  of  the  faid  City  and  Liberty, 
refpeding  the  Right  of  Eledlion  for  the  faid  City  and  Liberty,  in- 
formed the  Houfe, 

That  the  faid  Scledl  Committee,  having  duly  oonfidered  the  faid 
ftatements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  before  them  touching  the 
Right  of  Ele<£lion  for  the  faid  City  and  Liberty  of  Wcflminftcr, 
have  determined, 

"  That  the  Right  of  Ekaion  for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
"  minder  is  in  the  Inhabitants  Houfeholders,  paying  fcot  and  lot^ 
"  of  the  united  pariftics  of  Saint  Margaret  and  Saint  John,  and  of 
"  the  feveral  parifhes  of  Saint  Paul  Covent  Garden,  Saint  Ann, 
"  Saint  James,  Saint  George  Hanover  Square,  Saint  Martin  in  the 
'^  Fields,  Saint  Clement  Danes,  and  "Saint  Mary  le  Strand  (in- 
*'  eluding,  ib  much  and  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  parifhes  qf  Saint 
"  Martin  in  the  Fields,  Saint  Clement  Danes,  and  Saint"  Mary  Ic 
'^  Strand,  as  are  Within  the  liberties,  diftridl,  limits,  or  jurifdidlion 
"  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafter)  and  of  the. liberty  or  diftridt  of  Saint 
"  Martin  Ic  Grand  in  the  County  of  Midd.lefex,  and  of  the  Pre- 
'*  cina  of  the  Savoy." 

Mr,  GREY  prefented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  Merchants, 
Manufadurers,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Dundee,  ftating  the  pro- 
ved purpofc  for  which  this  war  was  entered  into,  2[nd  carried  on, 
to  be  evidently  unattainable ;  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  (hould 
^c  liich  meafures  as  to  its  wifdom  fliould  feem  meet  for  the  pur- 
pjfe  of  obtaining  peace.— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coloael  LOWTHER  prcfented  a  petition  direftly  to  the  coA- 
<^,  from  the  Lihabitants  of  Whitehaven^  dating  their  full  con* 
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'fideflitfe  In  thfc  wifdom  and  virtue  df  the  great  Council  of  the  nation, 
and  alfo  <>f  his  Majcfty  s  prcfent  Miniftcrs,  and  that  they  isroiild 
procure  the  blelTings  of  peace  when  it  could  be  obtained  confiAcndy 
with  the  eilablifhment  of  order  and  religion,  as  well  as  the  iecu- 
rity  and  the  honour  of  tius  nation. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  moved,  that  the  Aa  of  Parliament 
for  the  better  obfcrvance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  be.  read ;  which  beii^ 
done,  he  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain 
and  render  more  cfFe6hial  the  faid  A6t. 
Mr.  JOLLIFFE  objeded  to  the  motion. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  faid  it  had  been  ufual,  when  a  motion  was 
inade  for  leave  to  bring.in  a  Bill,  to  aflign  fome  reafon  for  it.  He 
was  at  a  lofe  to  c6nccive  the  ground  of  the  motidn  of  the  worthy 
Baronet. 

Sff  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  that  Ac  Ad  of  Parliament 
for  keeping  the  Sabbath  Day  could  not,  at  prefent,  be  inforced  in 
the  manner  it  was  intended  to  operate  when  it  was  paffed  into  a  law, 
and  the  Bill  which  he  propofed  to  bring  forward  would  only  be  a 
claufe  to  render  that  Adt  effbaual ;  without  fuch  a  meafure,  the 
Aft  was  of  no  nfe. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  adverted  to  the  Bill  which  paffed  laft  year  to 
prevent  baking  on  Sunday,  except  under  certain  regulations.  He 
wifhed*to  know  whether  claufcs  had  not  been  propofed  in  that  very 
Bill  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  that  which  was  now  propofed,  and  had 
been  rejefted  V»y  the  Houfe  ? 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  thought  that  the  penalty,  which  is  5s. 
for  baking  on  Sunday,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the  Aft,  was 
too  fmall.     He  approved  of  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  faid,  that  the  motion  before  tHe  Houfe 

wa^  not  for  any  new  law,  but  to  enforce  an  old  one.     He  was 

dearlv  of  opinion  that  mankind  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  follow 

*'orldly  occupations  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  therefore  he  heartily 

•  Concurred  tn  the  motion. 

Mr.  YORKE  and  Mr.  BUXTON  faid  each  a  few  words,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  Ae  Bill. 

I'he  LORD  ADVOCATE  OF  SCOTLAND,  after  ftating 
the  difference  (jrf*  the  fituation  of  the  counties  cf  Scotland  from  thofc 
of  England^  and  making  a  few  obfer^tions  on  the  neceflity  of  form- 
ing a  plan  in  Scotland  for  raifing  men  for  the  Navy,  different  from 
that  which  had  paffed  for  the  counties  in  England,  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  that  effcft.  It  was  fcconded  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchujucr,  amLagrccd  to. 

3 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  brought 
up  and  read.  The  refolution  for  the  paying  and  cloathfng  of  the 
MiKtia  was  agreed  to.  On  reading  the  fefolUtion  **  That  provi- 
iion  be  made  for  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  certain  cafes  ixi 
time  of  peace," 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  knon^ 
what  the  objections  were  which  were  intended  to  be  made  to  tht 
refolution  which  had  been  juA  now  read.     He  fhould  very  (hortly 
ftate  the  grounds  of  the  refolution.     In  the  firft  place  it  came  from 
an  authority  which  die  Houfe  would  certainly  refpedt  and  pay  at- 
tention to.      He  meant  the  body  of  Field  Officers.     It  had  already 
received  their  general  approbation.     The  mcafure  ftood  in  need  o^ 
no  comment  from  him.     But,  as  he  had  been  given  to  underftand 
it  was  to  be  oj^fed,  he  (hould  make  a  few  obfervations.    The  firfl 
that  ftruck  him  to  be  a  proper  queftion  to  be  anfwered  upon  this  cafe 
m^as  this.  Are  the  miUtia  deftitute  of  a  fufficient  number  of  officers 
to  ferve  in  fubaltem  iituadons  ?   If  they  were,  then  he  would  afk 
another  queftion :  Is  it  fit  that 'the  militia  fhould  remain  in  that 
fituation  ?   If  it  was  not  fit,  then  he  would  afk.  Is  there  a  pcofpedt 
that  the  deficiency  will  be  fupplied,  if  fome  meafure  be  not  tdceii 
for  that  purpofe  by  Parliament  ?  Having  determined  on  thefe  quef-' 
tlons,  tt^  Houfe  would  then,  in  his  opinion,  know  all  that  was 
ncceflaiy  for  determining  on  the  prefent  meafure.     The  reft  would 
be  matter  of  detail,  and  confequently  of  difcuffion  in  a  future  ftagd 
of  the  bufinefs.     He  therefore  fhould  have  had  nothing  further  to 
%  now  upon  this  fubjedt,  if  it  were  not  neceiTary  for  him  to  and- 
cipate  fome  obje6Hons9  and  peihaps  to  obviate  them.     For  this 
purpofe  he  fhould  firft  proceed  negatively,  and,  inftcad  of  ftating 
what  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe  was,  he  fhould  ftate  what 
it  was  not— namely,  It  was  not  an  encouragement  to  officers  by 
way  of  half-pay ;  it  was  the  reverfe  of  that.     It  would  confine  the 
allowance  to  fubaltern  officers,  fo  as  to  conned  it  with  the  perform- 
since  of  the  fervice.     It  was  to  grant  additional  pay  in  time  of  peace 
to  thofc  who  had  fer\'ed  in  time  of  war.     But  this  was  to  be  fubje^ 
to  various  conditbns,  which  mi^t  be  difcuffed  hereafter..     The 
ptinciple  of  the  meafure  was,  that  none  of  thefe  officers  fliduld  have 
this  aMdonal  allowance  in  time  of  peace,  who  had  not  ferved  in 
time  of  war.     He  fhould  not  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay  t 
much,  if  he  had  not  been  told  there  were  fome  objeflions  to  tl 
njcafurc. 

General  TARLETON  objecaed  to  this  meafure  as  an  uncc. .. 
totional  and  an  unfair  one.     The  miUtia  of  this  country  were  the 
confututbnal  force  of  it.    The  ftanding  army  was  the  right  arm  qf 
Vol.  XLI.  I 
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the  Crown.  Thus  the  two  forces  differed  cffentially  in  their 
ture  ;  they  had  different  ferviccs  to  perform  ;  they  ought  to  be  kept 
as  diftind  as  poffiblc.  This  meafure  tended  to  affimilate  them,  and 
was  therefore  unconftitutional.  He  h^d  nothing  to  fay  againft  the 
militia ;  on  the  contrary,  he  congratulated  the  country  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  militia.  In  them  he  faw  the  true  John  Bull.— hlo 
wiftied  he  could  fay  as  much  of  the  recruits — but  among  them  there 
were  too  many  Mr.  Slenders.  The  meafuipe  was  unfair,  becaufe 
the  ftan^ing  army,  going  through  the  fatigues  of  a  German  cam- 
paign, or  expofed  to  the  alternate  damps  and  heats  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  were  not  to  be  included  in  it»  It  was  unwife,  becaufe  it 
would  tend  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Handing  army.  If  the  fcr- 
vice  of  the  militia  was  deficient,  fome  other  (lep  ought  to  be  taken 
to  fupply  it ;  but  he  faw  no  good  from  agitating  this  matter  between 
the  two  fcrvices,  and  therefore  it  was  improper  at  this  moment. 
With  regard,  however,  to  the  deficiency  of  the  militia,  he  kncW 
many  of  them  better  provided  for  than  th6  army.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  all  thofe  who  would  overleap  all  the  bounds  oi 
the  conftitution,  who  wifhed  to  unite  the  militia  and  the  army,  and 
to  make  this  country  fubjed  to  a  military  government,  would  vote 
for  the  meafure.  But  all  thofe  who  wifhed  to  keep  the  two  fcr- 
Vices  feparate,  and  to  prefcrve  the  true  fpirit  of  the  ocmfUtution, 
vould  agree  with  him,  and  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  STANLEY  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fubaltems  of  the  mi- 
litia were  not  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  thofe  of  the  army  or^ 
half- pay.     He  approved  of  this  meafure  highly. 

Mr.  BASTARD  wifhed  gentlemen  had  fuffered  this  meafure  to 
be  brought  forward  without  oppofition— -if  they  had,  they  would 
have  found  it  to,  be  pcrfedly  confiitutional.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  pay  of  fubaltem  officers  in  the  militia  was  very  inadequate 
to  their  expcnccs.  That  being  the  cafe,  the  principle  of  thii  mea- 
fure was  right.  What  would  be  the  proper  remedy,  was  a  quef^bc) 
that  might  be  difcuffed  hereafter. 

Colonel  SLOANE  faid,  that  tlie  militia  were  very  deficient  iti 
fubaltcrn  officers.  The  furgeon,  the  furgcon's  mate,  and  the 
quarter  matter,  who  had  the  rank  of  officers  in  the  militia,  contrary 
to  the  pradice  of  the  army,  would,  in  cafe  bf  actual  fervicc,  be 
obliged  to  take  off  their  red  coats,  in  order  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  refpedive  lituations,  fo  that,  in  {sl&,  they  were  only  nominal 
officers ;  and  even,  if  the  number  of  fubalterns  was  complete,  in 
the  event  of  the  threatened  invafion,  there  would  fHU  be  a  deficiency 
of  thefe  three.  He  approved,  however,  of  the  refolution  before  tli9 
Uoufc. 
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Mr.  YORKE  faw  no  objc«Stioh  to  adopting  the  refolutJon  of  the 
Committee,  and  bringing  in  the  bill ;  the  provifions  of  the  bill 
mi^ht  be  afterwards  difcuffed. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  tiwugbt  there  (hould  be  a  diftina  ground 
of  netcflity  laid  down  before  that  Houfc  (hould  think  of  altering  the 
hnd-marks  of  the  conftitution.  This  mcafure  wojld  make  that 
alteration.  He  had  not  heard  a  fufficient  reafon  for  it,  and  there- 
fore he  (hould  vote  againfl  the  refolution. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  felt  as  much  gratitude  to  the  militia  for  the 
fcniccs  the^  had  rendered  to  this  country  as  any  man  in  it ;  but  he 
muft  fay,  that  to  his  mind  the  militia,  even  as  it  flood  at  prefent, 
was  too  much  like  the  (landing  army,  and  therefore  he  cQuld  not  be 
cxpcAed  to  agree  to  any  mcafure  that  tended  to  incrcafe  that  (imila- 
rity,  and  to  a  certain  degree  this  mcafure  had  that  tendency.    This 
was  pretty  evident  from  the  pains  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  opened  the  bufinefs  took  to  ftate  that  this  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  half-pay,  but  a  provifion  for  officers  in  the  militia  in  time  of 
peace.     What  was  the  difTcrence,  he  would  a(k,  in  point  of  fub- 
ftance,  between  half-pay,  and  a  provifion  in  time  of  peace,  for 
fcr\'iccs  in  time  of  war  r  Were  they  not   the  fame  fubftantially  ? 
Certainly  they  were.     It  had  been  faid  that  the  cafes  of  the  fubal- 
tcras  in  the  militia  were  hard  ;  poflibly  they  might ;  he  dared  fay 
they  were.      But  if  the  queftion  was  to  be  confidered  feparately  and 
dilKndly,  then  he  would  fay,  that  a  time  of  peace  was  the  proper 
time  fbV  coii(idering  that  queftion.     For  here  was  an  inducement 
in  time  of  i«^ar,  upon  the  principle  of  half-pay,  although  not  ftridlly 
to  be  fo  cabled,  to  officers  in  the  nrilitia,  as  if  they  wxre  to  be  offi- 
cers in  the  army :  upon  that  great  ground  all  the  objcdlions  that  had 
been  urged  againfl  this  meafure,  applied  in  their  full  force.     He 
had  no  doubt* there  was  a  confiderable  difficulty  with  refpedl  to 
railing  officers  in  the  militia,  as  he  had  heard  flated,  but  he  feared 
tliat  was  not  peculiar  to  the  militia  ;  the  fame  difficulty  had  occurred 
in  the  navy,  the  army,   and  all  the  branches  of  the  public  force  ; 
that  difficulty  arofc  out  of  a  bad  fyflem  which  had  been  adopted  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  our  late  armament.     Miniflers,  inflead  of  a 
broad  comprcheniive  fyflem,  embracing  at  once  all  the  objefls  of 
piblic  concern,  had  proceeded  upon  a  narrow  plan  and  defedlive 
policy.     Was  there  any  thing  wanting  in  the  army,  they  flew  im- 
mediately to  provide  a  remedy  for  that  particular  thing,  without 
loukii^  around  them,  and  taking  care  to^dopt  no  meafure  that  might 
be  injuridlis  to  the  navy.     So  in  all  the  other  branches  of  public 
affairs,  they  provided  fortie  partial  expedient,  as  neceflTity  pointed 
oat,  without  making  a  furvcy  of  the  whole,  and  taking  care  tha 
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in  providing  for  one  branch  they  (hould  not  injure  anoth^.   A  dif- 
ficulty had  arifcn  with  rcfpcdt  to  the  militia  ;  was  the  Secrctarr  at 
War  able  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  that  the  fame  difficulty  might  net 
occur  with  regard  to  the  army  ;  .and  was  he  fure  that  this  very  roc3- 
fure  might  not  tend  to  create  it  ?    He  objcfted  to  this  meafurc,    as 
he  had  before  faid,  on  account  of  aflimilating  the  militia  to    the 
army,  and  as  had  been  mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend  (General 
Tarleton),  the  militia  of  this  country  flood  upon  a  principle  dif- 
ferent entirely  from  that  which  governed  the  army.    In  the  militia, 
men  did  not  enter  for  the  pu);pofe»  and  with  a  profped  of  making  s 
fortune.     They  had  nothing  to  do  even  in  time  of  war,  but  on  the 
pvent  of  the  cojntry  itfelf  being  in  danger.    This  meafure  was  con- 
trary to. the  very  principfe  on  which  the  militia  was  formed,  con- 
tfary  to  the  very  principle  on  which  they  are  e|[nbodied  and  called 
out,  for  it  was  afllmilating  them  to  a  flanding  army,  and  therefore 
the  Houfe  ought  to  have  confiderable  hcfitation  at  leaft  in  entertain- 
ing it.     If  any  of  the  provifions  of  the  bill  (hould  be  fiich  as  to  do 
away  any  of  h'ls  objedions,  he  (hould  be  glad  of  it ;  that  would  be 
.  matter  of  detail,  and  he  (hould  give  his  opinion  on  it  at  a  proper 
•  time  ;  po(ribly  he  might  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  in  another  (higc 
pf  the  bufinefs.     He  was*  ready  to  fay,  however,  that  if  the  fcnfc  of 
;the  Houfe  was  taken  now,  he  faw  eiiough  of  the  meafure  to  compel 
him  to  vote  againfl  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  hopii^  that 
gentlemen  would  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the  |Ioufe  on  the  prefent 
(lage  of  the  queftion,  till  they  had  allowed  themfelves  to  confider 
the  fpecific  nature  and  tendency  of  the  provifion  to  be  brought  for- 
ward.    But  as  fo  much  had  been  faid  on  the  (ubjed,  he  could  not 
jcfrain  from  (hortly  ftating,  why  he  (hould  not  only  fupport  the  pre- 
fect propofltion,  but  why  alfo  be  was  friendly  to  the  whole  of  the 
bufinefs.    Jf  there  was  a  great  deficiency  of  fubalterns  at  a  time 
when  they  were  wanted,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of  feveral  refpe^ft- 
able  perfons  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  procuring  them 
at  a  period  when  the  neceflTity  might  be  greateft,  furcly  fome  means 
ought  to  be  taken  to  provide  againft  the  inconvenience.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  would  rather  poftponc  the 
difcufTion  tQ  a  time  of  peace.     It  was  rather  fingular,  that,  think- 
ing a  meafure  proper  fo  be  difcufTed  during  peace,  he  (hould  not 
be  difpofed  to  take  the  benefit  that  might  collaterally  refult  from  its 
adoption  in  a  time  of  war.     He  had  further  ftatcd,  that  it  was  un- 
conflitutional  to  apply  to  the  militii  the  fame  inducements  wliich 
were  held  out  to- the  army.  "  If  this  argument  was  to  be  admitted 
in  it$  utmoll  ^xtent^  no  inducements  at  all  ought  to  be  held  out  to 
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officers  in  the  niilitia,  nor  ought  they  to  receive  any  pay  during  the 
(icriod  of  their  actual  fervice.     As  the  milicia  now  flood,  the  great 
fecurity  for  the  fervice  was,  that  all  pcrfons  ferving  as  Captains 
were  obliged  to  be  poffeffed  of  certain  qualifications ;   it  w^s  necef- 
fary  that  they  (faould  have  property  to  fuch  an  amount  as  gave  them 
a  confiderable  Hake  in  the  country.      It  was  wifted,  in  the  firfl  in- 
fiance,  to  extend  this  qualitkationlikewife  to  the  fubaltems;  but, 
from  experience,  fuch  a  regulation  was  found  not  to  be  pradicable* 
He  contended,  that  the  provifion  now  propofed  to  be  (nade  was  very 
different  from  the  half-pay  granted  to  officers  in  the  army,  with 
which,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it  had  been  fo  often 
confounded.      In  the  firfl  place,  it  was  fome  difiTerence  at  leafl, 
that  the  proportion  was  by  no  means  to  be  the  fame.     In  the  -fe- 
cond  place,  a  more  material  diflindion  was,  that  whereas  half-pay 
was  retained  by  officers  who  had  quittccj  their  corps,  this  provifion 
was  only  to  be  granted  to  officers  who  ftill  continued  to  ferve  in  the 
militia  in  time  of  peace.     The  duty  which  they  would  have  to  per- 
form would  he  proportionably  light ;  but  ftill  they  were  ready  at  a 
call,  and  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  country  that  the  militia 
ftould  be  provided  with  experienced  officers  in  a  cafe  of  emei^ency. 
Bciide  the  objedlions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
urged  to  the  prcfent  propofition,  he  had  entered  into  a  more  general 
view  of  the  ftate  of  the  fervice,  into  which  he  fhould  not  now  fol- 
low him.     He  had  contended,  that  the  fervices  had  been  fo  con- 
duced as  to  interfere  with  one  another.     In  oppofition,  however, 
to  this  ftatement,  he  could  aflumc,  that  all  the  fervices  had  been 
canried  to  the  grcateft  extent,  and  to  a  degree  unexampled  at  any 
foraier  period ;   a  prefumption,  at  leaft,  that  no  great  detriment 
had  refulted  from  the  alledged  interference  of  one  fervice  with  ano- 
^er.     But  if  even  the  fervices  had  been  conducted  as  had  been 
fuppofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  ferved  only  as  an  ar- 
gument againft  himfelf.     For  if  there  was  fo  little  temptation  for 
fubalttms  to  enter  into  the  army,  and  flill  it  was  found  that  the 
deficiency  of  fubaltems  in  the  militia  was  fo  confidcruble,  this  was 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  that  could  be  urged  why  additional  encourage- 
ntent  fliould  be  held  out,  in  order,  if  poffiblc,  to  remedy  that  de- 
ficiency. 

Mr.  COX  (aid,  that  by  extending  the  propofed  provifion  only 
to  the  Enfigns,  and  a  fmall  proportion  of  the  Lieutenants,  probably 
file  objed  in  view  might  be  gained,-  and  at  the  fame  time  all  objec- 
tions obviated.  If  the  provifion  was  to  be  granted  to  all  the  En- 
figns and  Lieutenants,  gentlemen  of  property  would  thus  be  pre- 
cluded froai  taking,  in  the  iirfl  inflance^  the  rank  of  Lieutenants, 
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and  tKc  farther  inconvenience  wonld  be  incurred,  that  as  thejr  would 
at  once  ftep  into  the  rank  of  Captains,  the  command  of  the  con^- 
pany  would  devolve  upon  tliofc  officers  who  had  the  Icaft  expe- 
rience. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  now  to  enter  fully 
into  the  bufinefs  ;  he  (hould  wait  till  he  faw.  the  nature  of  that  pro- 
vifion  which  was  prjpofcd  to  be  bro::ght  forwards     He  certainly, 
however,  confidcred  the  prefcnt  mcafure  as  a  ftep  towards  dcftroying 
the  great  conftitutional  diftinSion  which  fubfifted  between  the  mili- 
tia and  the  army.     He  ftated  the  pay  given  to  officers  Jn  the  milida 
to  be  not  in  the  nature  of  a  remuneration  for  their  fcrviccs,  but  as^ 
9  compenfation  for  the  expcncc  of  their  attendance.     He  took  na- 
.tice  of  the  ai^ument  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
fpoken  laft,    that  the  propofcd  provifion  would  prevent  fpiritrd 
young  men  of  property  from  taking,  in  t])e  firft  inftancc,  the  rank 
of  Lieutenants  ;  all  the  Captains  would  be  to  be  fclecled  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  sof  a  certain  defcription  of  propert}',  and 
thofe  who  were  placed  in  that  rank  would  thus  be  precluded  from 
the  benefit  of  any  previous  experience  or  knowledge  of  the  fervicc. 
He  poftponcd  any  further  remarks,  till  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
difcufs  the  particular  provifion  intended  to  be  made.     He  had  only 
one  obfer\'ation  to  add  ;  it  was  rather  an  unfortunate  fymptom  with 
rcfpc^fl  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation,  that  in  a  war  which  had  fo 
ofrcn  been  rcprefentcd  as  calling  for  the  zeal,  the  fpirit,  the  exer- 
tions and  facrificcs  of  the  people  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  for- 
iwer  contcft,  it  (hould  be  found  neceflfary  to  hold  out  additional  in- 
ducements to  engage  men  to  enter  into  a  fervicc,  where  their  af- 
fiftance  was  only  required  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  expreffcd  his  approbation  of  the  mea- 
furc  in  its  fullcft  extent.  Advcrfe  as  he  was  to  the  war,  as  well  as 
tiic  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft,  he  could  not  allow 
that  his  concluding  argument  was  by  any  means  fair,  which  made 
tJic  deficiency  of  fubaltcrns  in  the  militia  apply  particularly  to  the 
prefcnt  war.  The  fame  deficiency  had  been  experienced  in  former 
war?,  and  as  it  was  now  wiflied  to  put  the  militia  upon  a  refped- 
ablc  footing,  in  order  to  fuit  the  emergency  of  the  occafion,  it  was 
nccclfary  that  fome  means  fhould  be  adopted  in  -order  to  remedy  the 
inconvenience.  He  approved  of  the  principle  of  conftitutional  jea- 
loufy  ;  he  wifhcd  as  much  as  any  man  to  be  a(5^uated  by  that  prin* 
ciple  on  every  proper  occafion :  but  the  queftion  was  not,  as  had 
been  infinuatcd,  to  aftimilate  the  militia  to  the  army ;  it  only  went 
to  introduce  a  certain  rcfcmblaiiic  for  a  partiv*ular  object,  and  th:^t 
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in  To  flight  a  degree,  as  appctired  to  him  to  afTord  lu  jud  ground 
for  the  excrcife  of  jcaloufy  in  the  prefcnt  inft?.ncc.  With  rcfpe6k 
to  officers  in  the  militia^  the  cafe  flood  thus  :  thofc  who  had  the 
rink  of  Captains  were  gentlemen  of  property,  who  were  fubjefled 
to  no  inconvenience  by  that  fituation,  but  continued  to  move  in  their 
natural  fphcre :  the  fubaltcrns,  however,  who  were  in  difierent 
clrcumflances>  were,  by  their  rank  as  officers,  and  the  habit  of  affo- 
ci-idng  with  perfons  of  fuperior  fortune,  drawn  iato  expences  which 
might  not,  in  every  inftance,  be  fuitable  to  their  private  income. 
It  was  equitable,  therefore,  that  they  fliould  receive  fomc  compcn- 
fation  lor  the  inconvenience  to  which  they  were  neceffarily  fubjeQed 
in  the  public  fervicc.  It  was  cuftomary  to  grant  fuch  a  compenfa-» 
tiun  in  all  fimilar  cafes.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  the 
more  chcarfully  fupported  the  meafure,  bccaufe  he  was  pcrfuaded 
tliat  there  was  no  body  of  men  to  whom  the  country  owed  more 
gratitude,  or  for  whom  it  was  bound  to  feel  more  refpedt,  than 
tliofe  who  were  the  objcds  of  the  prcfent  difcuflion,  the  Officers  in 
the  militia.  * 

General  SMITH  fupported  the  meafure.  He  faid,  that  it  was 
^ell  known  to  military  men,  that  the  beft  troops  in  the  world 
would  be  but  .of  fmall  value  for  fervicc,  unlefs  they  were  properly 
officered.  So  far,  then>  from  having  an  objeftion  to  put  the  mili- 
tia on  die  fame  footing  as  the  army,  with  refpeft  to  officers,  he  ra*- 
tlier  conGdercd  it  as  a  recommendation  to  the  meafure.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  by  this  allowance,  it  was  not  intended  to  fubjed 
troops  fcrving  in  the  militia  to  the  articles  of  war,  except  when  thejr 
were  a^fhially  under  arms. 

The  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  broughd 
in  on  the  firft  refolution. 

The  bill  to  render  more  efFe<£lual  the  provifions  of  an  a£t  pafled 
in  the  prefent  feffion,  for  raiting  men  from  the  counties,  was  read  a 
third  rime  and  paffed. 

On  the  queftion  dial  the  bill  to  amend  the  London  militia  d£t 
ftould  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  certainly  could  not  oppofe  the 
principle  of  a  bill  to  amend  this  a6t,  fince  that  might  feem  to  im- 
ply that  die  a<9  itfelf  wanted  no  alteration  or  amendment.  So  far 
was  this  from  being  tlie  cafe,  that  he  thought  the  (horteft  way 
would  have  been  to  have  repealed  tlie  aft  altogether,  and  that,  as 
*f  now  flood,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  introduce  into  it  any 
*rocndmcnts  which  would  have  the  efFccI  to  render  it  confiftent  ci* 
ttewidi  the  chartered  rights  of  the  citii^ns  of  London,  orthe'dc- 
fep^^c  of  the  citv.     When  i:  came  into  the  Compiittee,  he  fhould 
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try  how  fer  he  could  introduce  fuch  amendment ;  and  till  he  hati 
made  that  experiment^  he  fhould  wave  all  idea  of  oppolition  to 
the  bill  itfelf. 

The  bill  was  tlien  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com* 
mitted  for  Mondar. 

Friday f    2<>ih  March. 

Mr.  LONG  moved,  that  'the  Houfc  do  rcfolvc  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  oh  the  franking  bill.   ^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  he  had  fcveril  objcaions 
to  make  to  the  bill ;  but  as  he  undcrftoo4  it  was  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee merely  to  have  the  blanks  filled  up,  he  (hould  poftpone  >iis 
obfervations  till  the  report  was  brought  up.  * 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  faid,  that  as  the  bill  was  framed  at  pre- 
fent,  he  could  not  give  his  aiTent  to  it.     It  appeared  to  him  highly 
improper,  that  the  clerks  in  the  various  public  offices  (hould  retain 
the  privilege  of  franking,  and  yet  that  the  Members  of  Parliament 
(hould,  in  a  great  degree,  be  deprived  of  it.     He  was  very  for  firom 
wifhing  that  any  abufes  which  might  exid  with  refpeA  to  franking 
ihould  not  be  redrefifed  ;  but  he  thought  it  hard  that  the  Members 
in  general  Ihould  fufFer  for  the  faults  of  a  few.     Thofc  who  had 
abufed  the  privilege  ought  to  have  their  names  made  public — at 
leaft  for  one  he  (hould  have  no  objedlion  to  fuch  a  meafurc.     With 
refpedt  to  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  that  the 
revenue  was  injured  by  franking,  and  (hould   therefore  oppofe  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  it  had  happened  to  him  to 
frank  a  great  many  letters,  but  he  confidered  it  his  duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of'  Parliament,  not  to  fufiFer  his  individual  intereft  to  come  in 
competition  with  the  public  good-i  therefore  as  this  bill  was  fup- 
pofed  likely  to  increafe  the  revenue,  he  (hould  not  give  it  any  oppo- 
lition.  He  then  alluded  to  the  countiy  banks,  and  to  the  convey- 
ance of  five-guinea  notes,  and  contended,  that  as  thefc  notes  paid 
a  (lamp-duty  to  government,  their  circulation  ought  not  to  be  (lop- 
pcdy  as  it  would  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  LONG,  in  reply  to  the  obfervation  refpeding  the  clerks  in 
the  offices  who  enjoyed  the  privil^e  of  franking,  faid,  that  this 
bill  gave  them  no  additional  power  of  franking,  but  merely  left 
them  that  which,  for  the  convenience  of  public  buflnefs,  they  had 
hitherto  enjoyed.  The  number  of  clerks  thus  authorifed  to  frank 
letters  were  about  one  hundred,  and  the  amount  of  the  poftage  for 
letters  franked  by  them  was  about  30^0001.  per  annum.  The 
number  of  bankers  pofTeffing  that  privilege  from  being  Members 
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u-as  about  forty,  and  yet  they  franked  letters  nearly  to  the  fanie 
amount  as  the  hundred  clerks.  With  refpe£l  to  what  had  falletl 
firom  the  honourable  gentleman  Who  fpoke  laft,  he  would  only  fay, 
that  the  queftion  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  was.  Whether  this 
piivilege  ought  to  be  applied  by  Members  to  commercial  purpofes 
or  not? 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  explained. 

Mr.  PORTER  obfervcd,  that  in  the  bill  then  under  confider- 
ation,  they  were  making  regulations  to  bind  the  other  Houfc  of  Paf- 
liunent.  He  agreed  with  an  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Caw- 
thcffnc)  in  his  obfcrvation  rcfpcdting  clerks  in  office,  and  thought  it 
peculiarly  hard  that  they  ihould  be  more  favoured  than  Members  of 
Parliament.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  diat  the  bill  would  produce 
the  revenue  propofcd,  or  any  thing  near  it.  He  concluded  with 
€bfcrving,  that  if  the  bill  palfed  in  its  prefcnt  ftatc,  it  would  be 
worth  the  while  of  bankers  to  employ  foine  of  thofe  privileged 
clerks  to  frank  their  letters  for  them. 

Major  HENNIKER  fpoke  of  the  antiquity  of  the  privilege  of 
{ranking,  and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  reflgned  lightly. 

Mr.  Chamcellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  uport 
what  ground  gendemen  had  altered  their  fentiments  fo  completely 
^pon  the  meafure  propofed ;  but  all  the  obfervations  he  had  heard, 
though  they  might  with  propriety  be  urged  in  the  Committee  againft 
particular  claufcs,  yet  did  not  apply  at  all  to  the  queftion — Whether 
the  bill  ihould  go  into  the  Committee  ?    The  only  argument  he  had 
^><ard  (hongly  prefled  was,  that  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices  were 
^  be  left  in  the  poiTeflTion  of  their  privilege  of  franking,    while 
Members  of  Parliament  were  to  be  abridged  ;  and  this  was  con* 
<^vcd  to  be  fo  ftrong  an  objeftion,  as  to  induce  fome  gentlemen  to 
^ppofc  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.     If  that  claufe  was  wrong' 
^^  its  prinpiple,  it  was  no  reafon  why  the  bill  fliould  not  be  com- 
niittcd ;  fbr  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  to  alter,  amend, 
or  wholly  to  leave  out  that  claufe,  if  it  was  difapproved  of.     But 
hcwasfurprifcd  that  gentlemen  (hould  entertain  an  idea,  that  clerk? 
in  oflicc  were  more  favoured  by  this  bill  dun  Members  of  Parlia- 
^nt.  ^The  privilege  given  to  the  clerks  was  not  a  perianal  privi- 
^f  but  given  merely  to  facilitate  public  bufmefs.     The  firft  quef- 
tion to  conlider  upon  this  fubjaft  was.   Whether  thofe  clerks  abufcd 
the  privilege  veOcd  in  them  ?  He  had  heard  no  charge  of  that  kind 
whatever  advanced.     The  next  queftion  was,  What  better  mode 
^^d  be  Tdopitcd  than  the  prcfent  I    It  did   not  occur  to  him  diat 
»ny  other  regulation  Would  be  more  effectual.     All  thls^  however, 
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was  mflttter  of  conGderation  for  the  Committee ;  therefore  he  fliould 
give  his  vote  for  the  Speaker  lea vi  rig  the  chair. 

Mr.  MARTIN  hoped^  that  Members  would  not  be  pennitced  h> 
receive  free  any  letters  but  fuch  as  came  from  the  placet  whi(^  they 
reprefcnt.  With  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  privilege,  he  thou^c 
no  privilege  an  honour  that  was  at  the  public  expence :  he  had  been 
glady  before  he  was  a  Member^  and  (hould  be  ghd  fiUl,  to  pay  for 
the  advantage  of  correfpondence  all  over  the  countiy,  efpecialljr  as  it 
could  be  had  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  that  of  poftage. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  objcdted  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chain 

The  qucllion  being  put,  the  Houferefolved  itfelf  into  a  CoRimir- 
tee  on  the  biD,  and  a  (hort  convcrfation  took  place  on  the  clauic  tor 
oonfinii^  the  wei|^t  of  a  frank  to  one  ounce. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  propofcd  thai  the  we^  ffiould  be  Vm 
ounces.     The  Houfe  divided. 

For  one  ounce,  96.         For  two  ounces,   i2» 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  unworthy  of 
that  Houfe  to  retain  any  privilege  which  did  not  render  them  re- 
fpediable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and  on  this  ground  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  privilege  of  franking  ought  to  be  altogether  afao- 
iiOied. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  be  had  never*  heard  a  debate  more  fcandalou^ 
than  the  prefent :  they  had  voted  away,  without  heiitation,  nuliions 
of  the  public  money,  but  when  the  quefiion  was  to  give  up  a  011* 
fcrable  petty  privilege,  there  was  as  much  altercation  and  debate,  as 
if  it  was  a  point  of  the  greateil  confequence» 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  thought  tbts  was  not  a  rime  to 
give  up  any  of  their  privileges,  or  rifque  the  con&quenccs  of  inno* 
vation :  the  furrender  of  the  privilege  of  frankii^  mig^t  tend  to 
leflen  their  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  profcffed  himfclf  entirely  averfc  to  giving  up 
any  part  of  the  privilege :  it  gave  to  members  a  very  defirable  power 
of  conferring  favours  on  their  confiituents,  and  tended  lo  keep  up 
thofe  reciprocations  of  civility  and  endearment,  which  greatly  fweet- 
cncd  the  intercourfe  of  private  Kfe. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  remarked  on  the  amiable  fenfibility  of  Ac 
lad  right  honourable  fpeaker,  who  fcemed  to  have  employed  hi* 
privily  of  franking,  as  the  poet  expreflcs,  to 

**  Speed  the  foft  intercourfe  from  foul  to  fdul. 
And  waft  a  £gh  from  Indies  to  the  Pole/' 

He  did  not,  however,  conceive  that  any  point  of  the  public  fcrvlcc. 
ought  to  give  way  to  this  accommodating  temper  of  the  right  ho- 
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nxmUc  gentleman.  As  to  the  power .  of  conferring  fevours,  the 
privilege  of  fiankii^  might  t>e  defirable  to  him  who  had  no  other 
means  of  beftowing  them  exc^  what  he  derived  from  that  privi- 
lege; but  furelj  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  from  his  high 
fituation  in  c/BBcCf  had  an  opportunity  of  rendering  much  more  fub- 
ftantial  icrvices  to  thofe  whom  he  wifhed  to  oblige. 

With  igfpefl  to  letters  to  be  fent  free  of  pofbge  each  day  by  a 

Member,  the  Uank  was  filled  up  with  the  number  to,  which^ 

after  fome  oonverfiitiony  was  agreed  to.     The  number  of  letters  to 

be  feceivcd  by  eadi  Member  was  propofoj  to  be  15.     On  this 

daufe  a  long  and  defultory  converfation  took  place,  in  which  almoft 

every  Member  prefent  repeatedly  delivered  his  fentiments.     It  was 

ftatxxl  that  a  fmailer  number  would  be  fuffiricnt  to  cover  all  the  cor- 

refpondence  which  a  Member  might  receive  relative  to  thebufinefs 

of  ti«e  Rotsfe,  and  that  to  allow  letters  to  be  recdved  to  the  extent  of 

15,  would  only  afTbrd  a  partial  advantage  to  Members  engaged  in 

mercantile  and  banking  purfuits,  and  fo  operate  to  the  continuance 

of  that  abufe  which  it  was  die  objed  of  die  bill  to  remedy.     Mr. 

BUXTON  moved,  that  the  number  of  letters  to  be  received  daily  by 

eadi  Member  (hould  be  reduced  to  i  o, on  which  a  divilion  took  place 9 

Ayesy  31.  Noes,  34. 
On  the  daufe  aHowir^  Piiblic  Offices  to  cxetdfe  the  privilege  of 
fnnking  as  formerly,  a  long  converfation  took  place,  with  rcfpe£t 
to  the  abufes  pradifed  in  thofe  offices,  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
annual  amount  of  franks,  which  was  iu  x  784  6 cool,  had  increafed 
to  30,0001. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITl*  ftated,  that  this  claufe  might  be  left  out 
without  afiedHng  the  objefl  of  die  Bill,  which  extended  only  to 
Members  of  Parliament. 

It  was  propofcd  by  feveral  Members,  that  fome  other  claufe 
fliould  be  fubftitutcdy  to  check  the  abufc  which  had  been  ftated,  but 
was  obJeAcd  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  ground 
that  diey  were  not  yet  pofleiTed  c^  fuiEdcnt  inibrmadon  for  that 
parpofc. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  laid,  that  in  order  Aat  die  matter  might 
ftmd  over  for  further  confideration,  he  (hould  move  that  the  Chair* 
man  do  now  report  progrefs^  and  aik  leave  to  fit  again. 
The  Committee  divided  on  this  modon  of  adjournment, 

Ayes,   13,         Noes,  36. 
The  Kll  being  gone  through  with  feveral  amendments,  the 
Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  Report  ordered  to^  be  received  oo 

Wcdncfday  next. 

Ka 
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Mondaj,   i^d March. 

I 

A  petition  was  received  from  Colchcftcr,  in  fupport  of  the  vi* 
gorous  profecution  of  the  war. 

l^he  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways    and 
yicnns. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  an  alteration  to  pro- 
pofc  with  rcfped  to  the  mode  of  levying  the  duty  on  Scotch  fpirifx, 
in  order  to  put  it  more  on  a  footing  with  the  duty  on  Engliih  fpirics. 
This  alteration  would  be  attended  with  a ,  double  advantage  ;    it 
"^'ould  prevent  the  exceflive  cheapnefs  of  fpirits,  and  would  produce 
A  confiderable  addition  to  die  revenue,  not  lefs,  he  had  calculated 
for  the  prefent  year,  than  901000I.  a  fum  which  would  be  fuffi- 
£icnt  to  cover  any  incidental  deficiency  in  another  quarter.     And 
from  information  he  had  received,  fuch  were  the  hopes  he  enter- 
tained from  this  article  of  revenue,  that-except  a  confiderable  fall- 
ing off  took  place  in  the  confumption  of  Scotch  fpirits,  he  trufted  that 
next  year  they  would  be  able  to  bear  an  additional  duty/  and  pro- 
xluce  a  (lill  larger  fum  to  the  countr}'.     He  concluded  with  nK)vir^ 
that  an  additional  annual  duty  of  9I.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  die  ftillsj 
&c. — Agreed  to  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  every  piece  of  pardi- 
ment  granting  infurancc  on  ftiips,  ftiould  pay  half  a  crown  for  every 
hundred  pound,  and  two  (hillings  for  any  fum  Icfs  than  a  hundred^ 
.&c.  which  refolution  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  railing 
^  certain  annual  fum  on  certificates  for  wearing  hair- powder. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  it  was  at  prefent  only  his 
intention  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  He  fliould,  however,  ftate  die  ex* 
x?cptions  which  he  had  to  make  from  tlie  operation  of  the  tax,  and 
for  which  he  propofed  to  bring  up  diftin<S  claufes  otr  the  Report, 
The  firft  exc9ption  that  naturally  fuggeftcd  itfelf  was  with  refpccl 
to  all  thofe  engaged  in  the  military  fcrvicc  of  the  country,  tliat  is  to 
i jy,  the  army  and  the  navy  ;  he  propofed  that  the  exception  (hould 
•  t'xtcnd  to  all  fubaltcrn  officers,  and  tO  all  officers  in  the  navy,  under 
the  rank  of  mafter  and  commander.  He  propofed  likewife,  that 
;iil  curates  and  clcig}'mcn,  who  had  not  a  benefice  or  cftatc  to  the 
smount  of  lool.  a  year  fliould  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of 
the  tax.  As  to  tiie  mode  of  colletSing  it,  what  had  firft  been  fuj- 
geftcd  was,  that  the  certificates  fliould  be  taken  out  from  the  clerks 
nf  peace  for  the  county,  but  as  thcfc  were  fomctimcs  at  a  ditoncc, 
it  appeared  more  eligible  that  they  (hould  be  taken  out  from  thefub- 
di  "tributors  of  ftamps,     There  wouInI  like  wife  be  a  claufe  requiring 
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the  mafters  of  families  to  give  to  this  collectors  of  afTcfled  taxes  an 
acoooot,  to  the  beft  of  their  knowledge,  of  all  thofe  refiding  in  their 
houiesy  who  had  ufed  powder  during  the  jrear. 

Cdonel  MACLEOD  fuggefted,  that*  in  the  family  of  a  private 
gentleman  of  fmall  fortune,  where  there  were  fix.  or  feven  daugh- 
ters, it  would  be  a  hard  cafe  that  they  (hould  all  be  obliged  to  pay 
for  the  privilege  of  wearing  powder ;  it  would  be  more  equitable 
that  in  a  family  gf  fuch  a  defcription,  the  tax  fhould  be  reftri^led 
to  two  or  three.  He  afked  whether  lawyers  were  to  be  excepted 
from  the  tax  ? 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  had  nothing  to  £iy  widi 
fcfpe£t  to  the  lawyers,  but  that  the  otiier  cafe  put  by  the  honourble 
gentleman  had  firuck  him  in  exa6^1y  the  fame  light.  He  thought 
that  in  fuch  a  family  it  would  be  highly  proper  that  the  tax  fhould 
oe  refhi6ked  to  two  or  three,  and  he  fhould  confldcr  of  bringing  ii) 
^claufe  for  that  purpofe. 

Colonel  C A WTHORNE  urged  an  exception  in  favour  of  half- 
py  officers. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faw  no  principle  upon  which  the  exccp- 
tan  could  apply  to  them  more  than  to  any  other  of  his  Majefty's 
foje^te.  It  was  evident  why  ofScers  in  adual  fervice  were  ex- 
CDted,  becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  wear  hair-po^dcr. 

General  SMITH  thought  that  the  tax  might  be  rendered  more 
piduAive  by  allowing  mailers  of  families  to  compound  for  the 
number  of  individuals  under  their  roof.  He  afked  at  what  period 
!thetax  was  to  commence  with  refpcdl  to  young  ladies. 

Jlr.  Chancellor  PITT  confidered  the  propofition  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  as  entirely  militating  againft  the  principle  of  the 
KU.  If  maflers  of  families  were  to  be  allowed  to  compound,  per- 
fons'n  the  highcft  clafs  of  focicties,  on  whom  the  tax  was  chiefly 
intcded  to  fall,  would  t^ke  advantage  of  the  pcrmifTion  to  get  off 
for  %iuch  lefs  fum  than  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  under  the 
prcfct  regulations.  As  to  the  qucfiion  when  the  tax  was  to  com- 
nicnc  with  refpe«St  to  young  ladies,  it  would  commence  as  foon  after 
the  pfmg  of  the  bill,  as  they,  or  their  friends,  fhould  decide  that 
it  wa^roper  for  them  to  wear  hair-powder. 

Ml  COURTEN  A  Y  enforced  the  cafe  of  half-pay  officer?,  who 
were  ?cuflomed  to  appear  as  gentlemen^  and  who  out  of  their 
fcanty  icome  of  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  could  btit  ill  afford  to  pay  a 
guinea  ^r  the  privilege  of  wearing  hair-powder.  With  rcfpedt  to 
young  kJics  he  could  talk  from  experience.  He  Aated  the  cafe 
where  a^cntleman  of  fmall  fortune  has  a  wjfe  and  three  daughters, 
and  is  ofigcd  to  pay  five  guineas,  the  longer  they  remain  unmar- 
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lied,  faid  he,  which  is  a  double  misfbrtune,  the  longer  will  he  be 
burthened  with  the  tax.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  in  the  pre* 
.  fent  infhnce  fomething  (hould  be  adopted  fimiltr  to  the  jnis  triuM 
Uberarum  among  the  Ronoans,  and  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  inierted 
in  die  bill,  admitting  as  a  fair  cafe  of  exception  the  jus  trium  puiU 
kfrum.  As  to  the  age  at  whidi  young  ladies  began  to  wear  hair* 
powder,  commonly  about  the  age  of  fifteen  or  iixtccn,  they  were  * 
ieized  with  thhfa/hionaile  inJiinSfrve  propenjity. 

Mr.  DENT  wiihed  that  a  bill  had  been  brought  in,    which 
would  have  amounted  to  a  total  prohibition  of  hair-powder.      Xfac 
number  of  (bldiers  in  the  country  amounted  to  about  1 50,000^  each 
of  whom  ufed  not  lefs  than  a  pound  of  flour  a-week,  making  up* 
ward  of  two  million  during  the  year ;  add  to  this  the  quantify  d 
wheat  employed  by  the  fiarch-makers,  which  anwuntcd  to  abott 
nine  million  more.     Servants  flole  for  the  ufe  of  their  hair  the  flair 
intended  for  culinary  purpbfes.     Was  it  proper  that  fucfi  an  ix»- 
menfe  wafte  (hould  take  place,  when  at  this  moment  he  tmdcrftoid 
there  was  the  greateft  danger  of  a  fcarcity,  as  there  was  not  comin 
the  country  to  laft  longer  than  till  June  or  July,  at  which  tinrr  a 
large  fupply  was  expeddd  ?  If  enquiry  was  made  from  the  Churh- 
wardens,  it  would  be  found  that  the  dilbrefs  of  the  poor  in  diffccnt 
parts  of  the  coimtry  was  greater  than  could  well  be  imagined.     He 
wifhed  that  the  eflfc<ft  of  the  prohibition  of  hair-powder  had  ycen 
tried  for  one  year,  as  our  fupplics  were  now  fo  uncertain,  both  VoAi 
the  circurolhnce  of  having  loft  Holland,  and  from  the  compcition 
which  we  had  to  encounter  with  the  French  at  every  fragn 
market. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reprobated  this  fort  of  difcuflion  a  very 
diforderly,  and  as  calculated  to  do  no  good,  while  it  mi^t  je  at- 
tended with  a  deal  of  mifchief.  He  lamented  the  prcfent  hig  price 
of  corn,  but  he  had  no  information  which  gave  him  rcaforto  ap- 
prehend the  threatened  fcarcity  intimated  by  the  honourable  ^tie- 
man  ;  nor  if  he  had,  would  he  ftate  an  evil  to  fo  great  ansxtent, 
while  he  had  only  to  propofe  fo  trivial  and  inadequate  a  remdy,  as 
could  be  derived  from  a  prohibition  of  hair  powder. 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  that  one  faft  could  not  be  controvertd  ;  that 
in  conJJ^quence  of  the  late  fevere  weather,  the  crops  of  nc2  harveft 
could  not  be  expe6>ed  to  turn  out  fo  favourably. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  he  had  tiikcn  the  greate  pains  to 
inform  himfelf  upon  the  fubjeft  \  there  was  not  the  fmalft  danger 
of  a  fcarcity  ;  and  even  in  thole  places  where  there  'W'aat  prefcnt 
moft  apparent  fcarcity,  tlicrc  were  ftill  great  quantities  ograin  de- 
pofitcd. 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  fiiici,  that  wearing  powder  woidd  be  a  fer- 
vice  of  dai^^y  if  an  idea  went  abn»d,  that  4t  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  famine^  and  that  every  man  who  came  under  the  dcfcrip- 
don  of  the  poll-tax,  would  not  only  fmart  in  his  pod^ets,  but  run 
the  farther  rifque  of  being  knocked  on  the  head.   . 

Sir  M.  W«  RIDLEY  mentioned  the  cafe  of  diofe  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  feven  or  eight  fervants,  and  thought  that  they 
(bould  only  pay  half-a-guinea  for  each* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  if  it  was  equitable  that  the  indi- 
vidual ihould  pay  for  the  gratification  of  his  own  vanity  in  wearing 
powder,  it  was  much  morejuft  that  he  (hould  pay  for  the  gratifica^ 
tion  of  that  vanity  which  he  indulged  through  the  medium  of  others ; 
thofe  ^o  had  the  misfortune  of  keeping  feven  or  ei^t  (ervants  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  tb«  laft  objedts  of  compaflBon  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafioa. 

'  General  SMITH  enforced  the  argument  of  the  honourable  Banv 
nct ;  he  mentioned  the  pleafurc  which  a  man  feels  in  being  attended 
at  table  by  a  fpruce  powdered  footman,  and  thought  it  hard  that  he 
ihould  be  obliged.to  pay  (b  fcveiely  for  the  gratification  of  fo  inno- 
cent a  vanity. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  thought  no  man  more  capable  of  aiguing 

philofophically  on  the  nature  of  vanity  than  the  honourable  General. 

But  furely  he  conceived  that  a  g^afs  of  Tokay  or  Maderia  would 

reli(h  equally  well,  whether  the  head  of  him  who  prefcnted  it,  was 

led,  bro^Yn>  or  white.     He  had  met  with  no  dcfcription  of  the 

fpccics  of  vanity  defcribed  by  the  honourable  General  in  the  writings 

of  Smith,  Hume,  or  Ariftode;  though  the  latter,  in  his  Trcatifc 

of  Ethics,  had  exprefsly  written  a  chapter  on  the  fubJeA  of  vanity. 

If  the  tax  induced  thofe  who  had  feven  or  eight  fcrvants  to  difmifs 

only  one  of  the  number,  it  would  be  a  conflderable  favtng  to  them, 

2nd  an  advantage  to  His  Majefty's  fervtce,  which  at  prefent  ftood 

in  need  of  men.     To  have  a  number  of  fcrvants,  he  reckoned  in- 

deed  a  misfortune,  though  not  perhaps  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  wa» 

undcrdood  by  the  honourable  lionet.    The  hardfhtp  war  on  thofe 

who  were  obliged  to  keep  a  fingle  fervant  for  neceflary  purpofes. 

It  was  proper  that  thofe  who  kept  a  numerous  train  (liould  pat  to 

4^  full  amount,  in  order  that  it  might  be  (hewn  that  the  prefent 

vas  a  tax  on  luxury,  and  thofo  who  contributed  moft  largely,  might 

turn  d)eir  vanity  to  a  good  account,  front  the  confoling  reflediun, 

that  they  were  fcrving  rhcir  country. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid  that  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  coun- 
try, guxlcman  derived  no  additional  dignity  from  the  number  of  hla 
'crvami,    [The  hair  of  this  boncft  and  uuly  patriouc  Member,  bc« 
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ing  divcfted  of  ctcrjr  particle  of  haiirpowder,  had  at  his  rifing 
calioncd  a  coniidcrablc  degree  of  laughter*]    He  would  not  compare 
himfelf  to  a  pi£lure  of  Vandyke,  but  furely  the  he^ids  painted   by 
that  famous  artift  were  not  lefs  graceful  or  venerablei  becaufe  they 
wanted  the  fuppofitious  oniament,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
meretriciotis  tade  of  later  tirties.     He  himfelf  had  difcarded  the  u(e 
of  hair-powder,  becaufe  he  was  not  fond  of  utinccedarily  oontribut- 
ir^  to  the  fupport  of  a  war,  which  in  itfelf  he  believed  to  be  neichef 
juft  nor  neceifary,  and  becaufe  he  would  not  in  a  moniejit  of  real  or 
apprehended  diftrcfs  ftcal  one  morfelfrom  the  neceflitics  of  the  poor« 
.  to  gratify  the  filly  vanity  of  appearance.    He  would  fupport  the  tait 
however,  fo  far  as  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  diminifh  the  ufe  of 
hair  powder,  but  on  no  other  ground  did  it  meet  with  his  approba- 
tion. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  remarked  with  fome  fevcrity  on  tht  ex- 
predion  of  an  honourable  Baronet,  with  regard  to  the  misfortune  of 
having  feven  or  eight  fervants,  at  a  moment  when  the  poor  were  in 
want  of  bread,  and  obliged  to  pay  nine  pence  half-penny  for  the  loaf 
which  they  had  formerly  at  fix  pence ;  and  almoft  every  neceflaiy 
of  life  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  blanks  being  filled  up,  the  Houfc  was  refumed,  and  the 
Report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tuefday-y   24/A  March, 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  provilions  of  the  Alien  bill,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  pflTed.  . 

The  bills  for  impofmg  an  additional  duty  on  receipts,  and  a  duty 
on  irifurances,  were  fcvcndly  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

A  petition  was  prcfented  fiiom  Lord  Garlics,  fetting  forth  thexrir- 
cumftances  which  had  prevented  him  from  fooner  delivering  the 
writ  for  the  eledibn  of  a  Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the 
Stewarty  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  that  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
intention  tlian  doing  any  tiling  which  might  ofFcnd  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  having  brought  tlie  matter  be- 
fore tlic  Houfc,  without  any  perfonai  knowledge  of  the  noble  Lord, 
or  inccred  in  the  Srewarty,  merely  to  check  a  pradlicc  which  was 
but  too  prevalent  with  rdfpeA  to  Scotland,  viz.  that  of  detaining 
writs  for  the  accommodutioo  of  particular  eledtion  interefts,  his  ob- 
ja£t  was  now  effected.  He  Ihould  therefore  move  to  difehaige  the 
wder  for  tlie  attendance  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

General  MACLEOD  liopcd  the  honourable-  gcrttlcman  would! 
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bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  iDode  of  delivering  writs  front  the 
Hanapar  Office,  and  of  fixing  the  day  of  eledUon  for  fhiresand  dif- 
trids  of  burghs  in  Scotland,  where  it  was  common  tp  keep  back 
both  for  the  accommodation  of  particular  intcrcfts.     '  • 

The  order  for  the  attendance  of  Lord  Garlics  was  difchargcd. 
The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  hoped  every  returning  Officer  would 
tike  notice,  that  what  had  paffed  on  this  occafion  would  be  no  ex- 
cjfc  for  any  delay  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  He  took  the  op- 
jortunity  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfc  the  propriety  of  fome  legifla- 
tivc  proceeding,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  iffuing  writs,  and  forward- 
ing them  to  the  proper  Officer. 

The  bill  for  granting  certain  additional  allowances  to  fubaltern 
officers  of  the  militia,  when  difcmbodicd,  was  read  a  firft  tiftie,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  Hair-powder  Duty  bill  was 
br  Lcht  up. 

A  claufe  was  added,  excepting  volunteer  corps,  fo  far  as  regard- 
'1  'v^arin^  hair-powder  when  exercifing  or  on  duty  ;  a  claufe  ex- 
•'.ij-ring  perfons  having  more  than  two  daughters  for  paying  for 
more  than  two  ;  and  a  claufe,  laying  the  proof  of  a  right  to  any  of 
the  exemptions  in  the  bill  upon  the  j)erfons  pleading  exemption. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  addrefled  himfclf  to  tlic  Houfe  to  the  fol- 
lowir^  effcd : 

Mr.  Speaker,  In  purfuance  of  the  notice  I  gave  on  a  former 
day,  I  now  rife  to  make  a  motion,  that  this  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  to  confider  of  the  ftate  of  the 
n:ition.  '  Siich  a  motion  has  been  often  made  in  this  Houfe,  and  I 
believe  has  fcarcely  in  any  inftance  been  unfuccefsful.  I  admit 
fome  grounds  ought  always  on  fuch  an  occafion  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe ;  and  unlefs  fome  matter  is  brought  forward  to  induce 
you  to  take  fuqh  a  ftep,  unlefs  the  ftate"  and  circumftances  of  the 
country  call  on  you  to  enter  on  this  inquiry,  I  do  not  expedt  they 
vill  agree  to  my  motion.  ^   - 

If,  in  the  courfe  of  what  I  fliall  have  to  0ate  there  may  be  n^any 
things  in  which  I  (hall  not  have  the  good  fortune  to  have  the  con- 
currence of  thcM''hole  Houfe,  I  am  confident  I  (liall  be  able  to  ftatc 
one  thing,  on  which  there  will  not  be  one  dliTcnticnt  voice.     In 
whatever  light  men  may  confider  the  prefcnt  (late  of  Europe,  how- 
ever much  they  may  differ  about  the  mode  of  conducing  the  prcfeht 
WW,  in  whatever  way  they  may  view  the  fituation  of  the  public 
wind  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world — whatever  may  be  their 
fcntiments  on  thcfe  different  topicsj   they  will  all  agree  in  one  con- 
dufion  with  rcfpcft  to  tliis  countrv,   namolv,  that  this  is  a  ume  of 
VoL.XLI.  L 
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an  othersi  in  which  it  is  mod  material  and  rooft  important,  what 
indeed  is  always  material  and  important,  that  this  Houfe  (hould 
(land  high  in  the  opinion  of  its  conllltuentSi  and  that  it  (hould  be 
entitled  to  their  confidence  and  refpcfl,  \^y  (hewing  that  k  is  really 
concerned  for  their  dearcft  and  moft  valuable  tntere(b.  If  I  had 
nothing  elfc  to  ftate  on  this  bufincfs,  I  ihould  think  all  thofc  ^'ho 
are  imprefled  with  that  opinion,  and,  who  ferioufly  obfcrving  the 
critical  (ituation  of  mankind,  are  convinced  that  the  pradlical  im- 
portance  of  this  Houfe  depends  on  its  being  refpeded  by  its  confti- 
tuents  abroad,  woulcj,  without  any  additional  argument,  be  difpo(ed 
to  admit,  that  in  order  to  entitle  us  to  that  refped,  which  we  all 
wi(h  to  poficfs,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  maintain,  but  which  mx 
cannot  hope  to  enjoy  unlefs  we  deferve  it,  it  is  incumbent  on  this 
Houfe  to  enter  into  a  detailed  and  ferious  examination  of  the  fiate 
of  the  nation.  No  man  will  deny,  that  the  dangers  tlia(  funround 
the  country  in  tlie  prefent  crifis  are  many  and  alarming ;  and  there- 
fore it  mud  follow,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  cannot  be  faid  to 
do  its  duty,  to  do  it  faithfully  and  confcicntioufly,  if,  in  a  rime  of 
the  greatcft  and  moft  imminent  danger,  it  gives  blind  and  implicit 
confidence  to  any  executive  government,  without  grounding  diat 
confidence  on  a  thorough,  (crious,  complete,  and  detailed  *  iaveftU 
gation  of  the  pad. 

I  ihted  that  this  motion  has  been  made  at  different  rimes  in  the 
hiftory  of  this  country,  to  which  it  is  unneceffary  to  advert,  I 
myfelf  had  the  honour  of  making  a  fimilar  motion  in  this  Houfe  in 
the  year  1777*,  a  time  moft  undoubtedly  of  great  peril  and  danger. 
But  whoever  looks  back  to  the  events  of  that  period,  and  takes  into 
the  account  even  the  moft  unfortunate  of  them— the  furrcnder  of  an 
army  at  Saratog;i,  &c. — calamitous  as  they  were,  I  lay,  there  is 
no  man  that  looks  back  to  that  period  and  compares  it  with  this, 
who  will  not  fee  that  the  dangers  which  then  threatened  this>  narion 
were  trifling  and  infignificant,  that  the  lofles  then  fufbdned  were  of 
no  confequcnce  when  compared  to  thofe  we  have  fuflPered  at  this 
moment ;  and  die  contrail  will  be  ftill  greater  when  we  compare 
the  confequenccs  of  the  dangers  and  difaftcrs  of  that  period,  with 
the  efFe(5ls  of  thofc  recent  misfortunes  which  now  ialFedl  every  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  In  the  year  17771  however,  I  thought  it 
necefTary  to  ftate  the  grounds  which  then  occurred  to  me  for  gcung 
into  a  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  And  although  the 
^najoricy  of  the  Houfe,  with  whom  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
colour,   ukimately  negatived  the  dilFcrcnt  queftions  which  were 

*  See  Debrett*6  Parliameotary  Regifier  for  X777« 
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bccKjght  forward,  they  thought  the  cri(is  to  be  fiicS,  that  it  was  not 
becomii^  the  dignity  or  confiftcnt  with  the  charafter  of  the  Houfc 
of  CommonSy  at  fach  an  awful  and  momentous  period,  to  decline 
the  propoled  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation :  for  momentous 
and  awfiil  it  undoubtedly  was,  and  mud  always  be  fo  confidered  in 
idclf,  thot^  it  wears  an  afpedl  totally  different  when  compared  with 
the  moment  at  which  I  am  now  fpeaking. 

Sir,  there  are  many  in  this  Houfe  who  think  that  difafFedlion  to 

the  Conftitution  of  the  country  has  fpread  much  wider  among  His 

Majefty's  fubje£ts  than  I  believe  it  has ;  many  have  been  more 

afraid  of  the  progrefs  of  new  and  French  principles  than  I  have 

Wtn,  becaufe  they  have  thought  them  much  more  confiderable  in 

their  infiueiioc  th»i  I  have  been  able  to  perfuade  myfelf  they  really 

arc.     At  the  fame  iinie  I  will  not  deceive  the  Houfe  nor  myfelf  fo 

far  as  not  to  admit,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  danger  from  the 

progrefs  of  French  principles  and  French  opinions,  the  late  events 

tiave  not  a  little  toided  to  heighten  and  increafe  that  danger.    And 

(vol  merely  all  the  events  abroad  but  all  the  meafures  which  have, 

been  adopted  at  home  have  more  particulaiiy  contributed  to  render 

the  profpcd  imminent  and  alarming. 

I  am  one  of  thofe  who  think,  not  only  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  (for  that  would  ill  exprefs  my  opinion,)  but  that  the  great 
and  alrooil  unanimous  body  of  the  nation,  are  full  of  loyalty  to  His 
Majcfty,  and  of  affeSion  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  countn*^ :  how- 
ever, I  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  there  are  fome  now,  as  there  have 
been  at  all  times,  who  are  aduated  by  different  fentiments  and  dif- 
ferent views.     I  am  very  much  afraid  fuch  men  have  been  encou- 
taged  to  a  certain  degree  by  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  on  the 
Continent,  though  in  a  much  higher  degree  by  the  condiwS  of  Mi- 
nii^crs  at  home.     The  confcquence  has  certainly  been,  that  thcfc 
principles  and  opinions  have  rather  gained  than  loA  credit  in  this 
country  ;  and  this  danger,  which  is  daily  and  hourly  increaiing,  has 
arifcn  not  from  plots  and  confpiracies,  the  cxiftcnce  of  which  I 
fcavc  never  thought  well  proved,  but  from  a  general  opinion  that 
tfe  Houfe  of  Commons  are  not  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people  of 
England  ;  by  which  I  do  not  mean  that  they  arc  not  rcturnxid  by  tlie 
people,  but  that  they  are  not  even  virtually  tlicir  reprefcntatives ; 
that  they  do  not  fincerely  feel  for  the  calamities  of  the  people  of 
England ;  and  that  they -do  not  take  ^at  lively  concern  In  their 
conifcrt  and  happinefs  which  their  iituation  calls  on  them  to  take, 
if  fuch  an  opinion  has  gone  forth,  and  if  there  is  too  much  rcafon 
to  frfpcft  that  it  has  made  a  confiderable  impreflion  on  the  public 
inind,  what  aigument  can  be  fo  ilrong  in  fupport  of  fuch  an  opinio 

L  2 


76*  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795 

as  to  afibrd  thofe  who  have  adopted  k  an  dt'portunity  to  fay, 
you  believe  that  the  Conditudon  of  Great  Britain  is  what  you 
been  taught  to  edeem,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  ^vhat 
you  boaft  it  to  be,  when  at  a  time  of  the  moft  critical  tnf)poitsiiicc> 
of  the  moft  alarming  danger,  and  when  the  condud  of  the  Executive 
Government,   whether  culpable  or  laudable,  has  been  attended  with 
the  greateil  calamities,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  can  (it  fiill.  fritfaout 
inquiry,  widiout  even  knowing  the  ftatc  of  the  country,  and  without 
calling  to  an  account  (I  do  not  mean  for  puni(hment}  the  Ex.ecutive 
Government,  for  the  moft  marked  failure  of  meafures  that  ever 
happened  to  any  Executive  Government  at  any  period  of  our  hiftory  ? 
I  fay,  this  argument  is  of  great  weight.     If  it  (hould  appear,  at  a 
moment  when  the  opinion  of  t'le  country  feems  to  be  materially 
changed ;  if  at  a  period  when  many  are  for  negociation,  when  many 
who  were  formerly  convinced  of  the  jufticc  and  neceffity  of  the  war, 
though  ftill  adhering  to  their  original  fcntiments,  yet  have  fo  far  al- 
tered their  views  as  to  think  there  ought  to  be  an^  immediate  attempt 
at  negociation,  and  are  willing  at  prcfent  to  coniidcr  as  no  obihicles 
of  treaty,  many  of  thofe  circumftanccs  which  tliey  formerly  thought 
incompatible  with  the'fecurity,  the  dignity,  and  tlie  honour  of  Great 
Britain:— if  at  fuch  a  period  as  this,  I   hy,  wc  fhould  find  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  continue  the  fame  blind  and  implicit 
confidence,  and  do  not  appear  to  be  adluated  in  any  degree  by  the 
common  opinion  of  the  public,  but  pcrfevcre  in  laying  burdens  on 
their  confiitucnts,  and  taking  meafures  which  will  render  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  ftill  heavier  burdens  ;  if  the  Houic  do  all  this,  with- 
out even  inquiring  how  far  the  money  they  have  hitherto  voted  away 
has  been  fpent  for  the  advantas;e,  the  honour,  and  fecurity  of  Great 
Britain ;  without  regarding  how  many  octans  of  blood  have  been 
made  to  flow,  and  how  many  millions  of  money  have  been  expended ; 
I  fay,  if  all  this  is  fo,  I  wi(h  to  know  what  I  am  to  anfwer  to  the 
enemies  of  the  Britifh  Conrtltr.tion.^    I  wifli  the  King's  Minil>ers  to 
furnifli  me  with  arguments  to  e(imhai  In  fa\.Hir  of  fuch  a  conduct ; 
I  wifti  them  to  tell  me,  how  I  am  to  content  rhat  the  Britifti  Con- 
ftiturion  is  the  moft  perfcd  of  ?M  Conftitutions,  ind  die  Britifti 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  bcft  fecurity  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  fubjedl.     The  obvious  ^rgumcr.t  in  tlic  mouth  of  the  enemies 
.   of  our  Conftitution  is  this,  How  cm  that  be  good  which  produces 
cffefts  fo  bad  r  And  how  can  that  Government  and  that  Conftitu- 
tion  be  good,  which  can  fuffer  fucli  failures  in  its  adminiftration  to 
pafs  without  puniftiment,  and  not  only  without  punifhment,  but 
without  inquiry  ?  When  this  Houfe  can  lit  as  indifferent  and  un- 
conccrncu  fpedators  in  the  midft  of  a  fuuation  admitted  on  all  hands 
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to  be  the  TtioR  important  and  moft  critical  that  ever  exifted  in  the 
ayonak  of  the  ooutitry,  I  afk*  what  I  am  to  fay  to  this  Houfe,  and 
te  mf  conftituents  in  vindication  of  this  Houfe,  if  they  continue  to 
teftify  the  Cune  fopinencfs  which  diey  hitherto  have  done  ?  If  I 
have  nothing  to  fay,  if  I  have  no  anfwer  to  make,  how  can  we  re- 
fift  the  conclufion,  that  that  fyftem  cannot  be  good  which  in  pra£^ice 
is  bad»  and  where  the  failures  are  even  greater  than  in  thofc  Go- 
vernments that  arc  more  arbitrary  ?  The  defence  of  the  Britilh  Con- 
ftitudon  which  I  have  always  ufed,  has  been  a  pra<Stical  defence ; 
dtat  the  Britifh  Conditution,  though  not  tallying  with  the  diQpries 
of  this  man,  or  the  notions  of  that  man,  has  produced  fubilantial 
happinefe  to  die  people.     Such  I  confider  to  be  the  true  defence  of 
die  Britifti  Conditution :  take  away  that,  and  I  am  at  a  lofs  on 
what  ground  to  (land,  and  how  I  am  to  anfwer  thofe  who  defire  me 
to  look  at  the  pradVice  of  the  prefent  moment.     An  Executive  Go- 
vernment, I  queftion  not  now  whether  good  or  bad—an  Executive 
Government  above  two  years  has  proceeded  on  a  plan,  whether  ori- 
^nally  jufi  ornot,  I  am  not  now  deciding— has  incurred  an  expenco 
beyond  the  example  of  all  former  times,  has  occafioned  an  effufion 
of  human  blood  beyond  all  former  periods,  has  recommended  a  fy- 
ftcm  to  be  adopted  for  the  aaainment  of  certain  objeAs  :  that  fyftem 
has  been  purfaed,  confidence  has  been  placed  in  them,  and  now, 
at  the  end  of  more  than  two  years,  we  are  confeffedly  farther  from 
every  objedl  that  was  held  out  to  us,  than  when  we  firft  engaged  in 
this  war.      Every  plan  has  failed,  and  has  turned  againft  us ;  and 
this  is  the  fyftem  I  am  to  defend  on  the  ground  of  the  practical  good 
it  has  prodocefd,     I  afk,  what  would  be  the  cafe  of  a  Conftitution 
pra^cally  bad  ?  Would  it  not  be  prccifely  and  exaftly  the  fame  ? 
Is  it  not  one  of  the  moft  powerful  arguments  againft  the  Govern- 
ment of  any  country,  that,  provided  the  Prince  is  fatisficd,  no  fai- 
lures will  be  called  in  qucftion,  and  the  Adminiftration  niay  wifh 
impunity  be  conduced  upon  principles  the  moft  hoftile  to  the  intcrcfts 
of  the  people  ?  If  that  be  one  of  the  charges  brought  againft  arbitrary 
Governments,  which  perhaps  is  not  univerfaily  true,  for  the  moft 
defpodc  Princes  have  fomctimes  been  obliged  to  difmifs  their  Mini- 
fttrs  when,  in  confequcnce  of  their  grofs  mifcondud,  they  have 
roufcd  the  indignation  of  the  Public  ;  if  fuch  a  charge  be  applied  tD 
Great  Attain,  and  if  it  is  poffible  for  an  Adminiftration,  whether 
from  mifconduclor  otherwife,  reproduce  fuch  a  feries  of  difgtaces, 
dilafters,  and  calamities  as  we  have  experienced  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  war ;  .if  wc  arc  to  have  perfons  at  the  head  of 
a&irs  under  whofe  management  calamity  follows  calamity  ;  if  fuch 
an  Adminiftration  can  be  fuiTcrcd  to  cxift  in  this  country,  except 
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after  a  folemn  and  diligent  inquiry,  which  mxf  prove  dieir  cafe  tt> 
be  an  exception  to  the  common  rule,  then  one  of  the  moft  ferious 
accufations  againft  arbitrary  Governments  is  applicable  to  that  Con* 
ftitutibn  under  which  we  live ;  I  mean  fo  far  as  regards  the  prcfent 
Adminiftration^  and  not  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  fubje<9^  whidi 
is  not  now  under  conlideration. 

I  (hould  think,  therefore,  if  I  did  nothing  but  ftate  to  the  Houfe, 

what  it  i$  not  neceflfary  that  the  Houfe  fhould  hear  from  me,  namely, 

that  wc  have  been  upwards  of  two  years  ei^ogcd  in  war,  that  all 

our  plans  have  failed,  that  all  hc^   is  loA,  and  that,  in  point  of 

fa6t,  the  enemy  againft  whom  we  thought  we  were  a^ng  conjointly 

with  all  Europe,  arc  ftronger  in  credit  and  reputation  than  they  were 

at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  have  at  this  moment  gained 

more  than  the  wildeft  imaginations  of  thofe  who  drove  us  into  it 

ever  afcribed  either  to  their  ambition  or  to  their  principles— -morf 

than  ever  entered  even  into  the  minds  of  the  moft  ambitious  of  the 

French  monarchs  in  former  days  to  attempt ;  I  fay,  I  (hould  think 

this  quite  ground  enough  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  a  con*< 

iideration  of  the  (htc  of  the  nation.     But  I  will  not  confine  my* 

fclf  to  this  general  argument.     The  date  of  the  nation  divides  it- 

felf  undoubtedly  into  many  different  branches  ;  and  I  am  perfedlly 

fure,  if  I  were  to  tire  your  patience  and  exhauft  my  own  ftrength, 

as  ^  as  it  is  poflTible  for  me  to  do,  I  (hould  ftill  be  compelled  to 

omit  many  circUmfhnces  which  are  clofcly  connet^ed  with  this  fub- 

jed.     I  (hall  endeavour,  therefore,    to  (late  fome  few,  which  X 

deem  to  be  moft  material ;  and  if  the  Houfe  duly  confider  them, 

I  cannot  conceive  that  any  man  in  this  Houfe  can  go  out  of  it,  and 

fay,  ^'  I  have  done  my  duty,  I  have  difchaiged  my  truft  faithfully 

and  confcicntioufly  to  my  conftituents  and  my  country,"  and  at  the 

fame  time  rejc6t  an  inquiry   into  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  nation. 

The  ftate  of  the  nation,  as  I  have  juft  faid,  is  moft  undoubtedly 

to  be  confidercd  in  various  lights.     Firft  of  all,  as  to  our  (mn  rc- 

fources  with  refpedl  to  men  ;  with  refpedl  to  money  ;  and  with  r^ 

fpcft  to  the  ufing  of  thofe  men  and  that  money  for  the  purpofes  of 

the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.     But  thefc  rcfources  of  men 

and  money,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  ufed,  are  not 

only  to  be  confidered  by  themfclves,  but  we  arc  likewife  to  confider 

from  whence  thofe  rcfources  flow— the  ftate  of  population,  manu- 

fa<flurcs  and  commerce,  and  general   profperity  of  the   country. 

When  we  have  done  this,  we  muft  go  next  into  a  conlideration  of 

our  connc6\ion$  abroad.     Wc    muft  take  a  furvey  of  our  allies, 

the  dependence  that  may  be  placed  on  them  ;  the  fituation  of  thdc 

'  3 
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alfiesy  and  the  probability  both  in  refpe6t  to  their  will  and  their 
power  to  ad,   and  to  ferve  the  common  caufe. 

Sir,  in  my  opinion,  even  when  thefe  points  are  confidered,  there 
are  odiers  of  equal  -importance  which  remain  to  be  difcufled  :    I 
mean  with  refped  to  the  principles  on  which  we  have  hitherto  car- 
ried on  dus  war,  and  on  which  we  are  likely  to  continue  to  cany 
it  on.     It  is  material,  when  we  are  engaged  in  a  war,  particu^* 
larly  of  this  kind,  which  has  been  qualified  by  fo  many  different 
epithets^  and  on  which  the  eyes  of  mankind  are  fo  peculiarly  fixed  ; 
it  is  material,  I  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  war  we  (hould  invariably  main- 
tain the  character  of  moderation,  humanity  and  jufiice,  without 
which  it  is  impofli^e  that  we  (hould  alfo  fupport  the  charader  of 
vigour  and  exertion,  of  wiJTdom  and  prudence.     Thefe  are  part, 
and  not  the  leaft  important,  of  the  reiburces  of  a  country.     They 
are  important  in  another  view,  becaufc  it  is  eifential  to  confider 
whethor  wc  have  carried  on  the  war  with  juftice  and  vigour,  with 
wifdom  and  prudence':  and  though  I  hope  and  believe  the  contrary 
will  turn  out  to  he  tne  cafe  ;  yet  if  it  appear  that  the  war  was  not 
only  juft  in  its  origin  (which  for  the  fake  of  argument  I  (hall  fup- 
pofe  for  a  moment),  but  that  we  have  afied  in  the  profccution  of 
it  vigofoufly  and  wifely,  then  I  am  afbud  the  rcfult  will  be  ooifu 
ptete  defpair.     If  our  condufl  in  the  management  of  the  prefent 
war  has  been  marked  with  vigour  and  wifdom/  and  we  have  been 
nu)re  than  two  years  exhaufting  our  refources  ineffectually ;  I  wifh 
to  know,  if  neither  from  a  change  of  meafures  nor  a  change  of 
councils  I  have  any  reafon  to  look  for  better  fucccfs  in  the  future 
operations, of  this  war  (which  I  hope  and  truft  will  not  turn  out  to 
be  true) ;  I  wt(h  to  know,  I  fay;  what  other  inference  I  can 
draw  hut  that  of  abfolute  irremediable  defpair  ?   If  that  be  the 
cafe,  the  irfult  of  an  inquiry  into  the  fbte  of  the  nation  will  be, 
dttt  confidence  ou^t  to  be  given  to  the  King's  Miniilers.     For 
however  calamitous  the  prefent  (late  of  the  country  may  be,  if  it 
was  forou^t  about  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  undoubtedly  confi- 
dence ought  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  them.     But  even  in  this 
cafe  an  inquiry  Will  be  material,  becaufe  it  will  lead  to  a  difcovery 
of  the  true  caufes  of  our  failures,  and  of  the  prefent  diiVclTes  of 
the  country,  and  prove  the  ncceflTity  of  abandoning  the  purfuit  of 
an  objed  which,  experience  has  taught  us,   cannot  be  obtained. 
The  inquiry  will  be  even  advantageous  to  Miniders,  by  (hewing^ 
feat  they  have  aded  with  juftice,  wifdom  and  vigour,  in  the  fteps 
which  they  have  taken,  though  they  have  been  unfortunate  in  the 
rcfult.     But  if  it  turns  out,  as  I  fufpeft  it  will,  that  Minifters  hav<5 
M  a^od  ac«3ording  to  any  of  the  principles  I  have  now  ftr^tcd  ;   if 
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^njgy  Yiarvc  neither  aftcd  with  jufHcc  and  humanity,  nor  vrfth  wif^ 
dotti  and  vigouT,'  then  it  U  poflibie  that  the  ohje6i  may  ftill  be  ob-r 
tainedy  though  the  mrans  muft  be  varied.  But,  as  I  have  already 
(aid,  if  Mini^rs  hare  aded  with  juitice  and  vigour,  then  the  re* 
fult  muft  be  perfed  defpair ;  and  it  belongs  to  this  Houfe  to  force 
Minifters,  if  they  are  unwilling,  to  abandon  for  ever  an  obje^, 
^hich  a  period  of  upwards  of  two  years  Invs  proved  to  be  unattain-* 
Able.  For  that  objc£l,  which  experience  has  (hewn  cannot  be  ac- 
compliifaed  by  ordinary  means,  mud  be  bad,  and  ought  to  be  no 
Jonger  puifued. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpeS  tp  the  firft  bnndi,  I  have  premifed, 
th;it  it  is  impoflfible  for  me  to  (late  with  accuracy  to  the  Houfe  the 
lofs  <  ^'  •»:(  n  in  this  conteft ;  and  if  the  Houfe  goes  int<^  a  Committee, 
I  ilh.  .W  certain] V  wifh  to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  complete 
iind  acci/iT.:c  return  of  the  lofs  of  men  fince  the  cemmencement  of 
•the  prcfent  war. 

iMrft,  with  refpeft  to  the  lofs  of  the  Britifli,  as  the  moft  in«- 
portant  part  of  the  fubjcdt,  we  have  had  a  paper  *  laid  before  us 
this  feifion,  which,  from  what  appears  on  the  face  of  It,  cannot 
.poffibjy  be  correft.     I  have  compared  it  with  other  accounts,  on 
which  I  admit  I  have  not  the  higheft  reliance,  thofe  detailed  in  the 
London  Gazette ;  and  I  find  a  conftderable  difference  between  the 
lofs  of  men  as  flatcd  in  the  Gazette,  and  that  in  the  paper  wtii<ih 
now  ilieS'On  your  table.     The  paper  upon  your  table,  by  giving  a 
Fctum  of  the  privates  only,  and  by  omitting  to  give  any  return  of 
the  officers,  ferjeants,  drummers,  &c.  diminiihes  our  lofs  in  ap« 
pearance,  at  leaft  one  tenth.     There  are  alfo  loffcs  mentioned,  al- 
though perhaps  not  fpecificd,  in  the  Gazette,  of  which  no  return  is 
to  be  found  in  this  paper.     There  is  one  general  item  to  which 'I 
wiOi  ^advert ;  an  account  of  a  confiderable  lofs  about  the  9th  of 
May,  and  of  which  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  in  the  paper  upon 
jyour  table.     I  have  heard  <here  was  fome  lofs  of  Britifli  at  NicH-r 
•port :    Britifh  ftandards  were  taken  at  Valenciennes  and  Conde  ; 
and  therefore  there  muft  have  been  lofs  of  Britifti  tioops  alfo  in  that 
quarter.     The  lofs  at  Bergem-op-Zoom  is  not  enumerated  in  this 
account.     I  mention  thcfe  circumftances  to  (hew,    that  if  any 
gentlemen  wifh  to  confole  thcmfelves  with  the  idea,  tliat  there  was 
no  lofs  of  men  during  the.  laft  campaign,  except  what  appears  from 
the  paper  on  the  table,  they  deceive  themfelves  moft  grofsly  ;  and 
there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  fupjxjfc,  Minifters  have  concerted 
mmong  themfelves  to  make  tlie  lofs  of  *  Britifh  appear  lefs  confidcr- 

♦  Sec  Dcbrctt's  State  Papers,  Voh  H.  p,  161  of  the  Appendix*    • 
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able  tiun  it  really  is.  I  have  fecn  returns,  ti^hich  I  believe  to  be 
autbemic,  which  make  the  number  of  6riti(h  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember laft  26,000  men.  Now  are  there  any  hopes,  when  that 
army  (hall  come  home  (and  the  fooner  it  comes  home  tiie  better,) 
that  the  lofs  out  of  that  number  will  not  be  much  greater  than  we 
have  been  taught  to  believe  ?  Are. there  any  hopes  that  half  of  that 
number  will  return  ?  A  tiftof  the  wounded,  killed  and  mifllng, 
will  not  be  .fufficienty  becaufe  undoubtedly  in  every  army  there  is . 
much  mortality  not  included  under  what  is  generally  called  the  lofs 
of  men ;  therefore,  inftead  of  calculating  the  lofs  from  the  num- 
ber of  killed,  wounded  and  miflfing,  we  muft  examine  the  general 
Aate  of  the  army.  We  mud  compare  its  nutnbers  at  different  pe* 
riods,  and  include  mortality  of  every  kind.  We  muft  not  jDnly 
look  to  the  army  in  Flanders,  but  we  muft  look  to  our  army  wherc- 
cvcr  it  is  ilationcd,  whether  in  Flanders,  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft 
Indies,  or  on  the  Continent.  Wc  muft  alfo  attend  to  the  number 
of  recruits  that  have  been  enlifted  fince  the  commencement  of  die 
prefcnt  war,  and,  by  comparing  the  number  of  thefe  and  the  gene- 
ral ftate  of  the  army  at  difterent  times,  judge  from  a  view  of  the 
whole  circumftances  what  has  been  the  real  lofs  of  men.  If  you 
follow  Ais  method,  which  I  take  to  be  the  only  juft  mode  of  cal- 
culation, then  I  believe  you  will  find  that  the  lofs  of  men  fuftained 
in  this  war  has  been  fuch  as  will  make  every  thinking  man,  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  population  of  this  country,  reflcft  very  fc- 
riouflv  whether  we  can  afford  to  fubftitute  new  armies  for  the  old. 

But  wc  ought  to  afccrtain  not  only  the  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifti 
anny  and  navy,  but  alfo  the  lofs  of  all  troops  in  Britifh  pay.    When 
tiiat  article  comes  to  be  ftatcd,  I  believe  you  will  find  the  lofs  to  be 
even  greater  than  that  of  the  Britifli.     Th«t  lofs  it  is  evident  muft 
likcwifebc  taken  into  tlie  account.     But  this  is  not  all.     If  you 
confidcr  that  this  is  a  war  in  which  we  cannot  ;^A  but  through  the 
medium  of  great  continental  alliances,  it  becomes  a  moft  material 
pn  of  this  confidciation  to  ftatc  alfo  the  lofs  of  our  allies.     Is  it 
or  is  not  true,  that,  m  the  couffc  of  the  laft  campaign  only,  there 
funcndcrcd  prifoners  of  war  to  the  French  republic   mcore  than 
6oi0oo  men  ?    If  this  be  true,  ought  it  not  to  induce  a  Britifti 
Hoofe  of  Commons  to  go  into  this  inquiry  before  we  proceed  further 
in  a  war  which  has  brought  fo  many  calamities  upon  all  who  have 
1^  any  (hare  in  carrying  it  on,  and  which  has  exhaufted  fo  mucb 
blood  and  treafurei   Ought  wc  not  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, to  iatisfy  ourfelves  of  the  real  e>:tent  of  Britifti  population, 
and  to  afcertain  whether  the  country  is  able  to  bear  fuch  drains  of 
men  fin-  the  purpofes  of  war  i  If  we  go  into  tlus  inquiry,  I  will 
VoL.XLl.  M 
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venture  to  affett,  tVvat  1  fpcak  far  bel^w  the  truth  when  I  fay,  that, 
during  the  laft  camp^tgn  only,  more  than  60,000  men  of  all  dc- 
fcriptions  have  ftirtcndered  to  the  republic  of  France.  We  all 
know  that  k  is  fuppofed,  and  I  hope  it  is  true,  that  this  country 
has  of  late  years  increafed.very  much  in  population.  That  incrcafe, 
however,  has  not  been  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  of  wealth  and 
profperity.  I  beg  leave  to  have  recourfe  to  foine  documents,  which 
have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  give  us  information  with  refpcft 
to  the  plan  lately  adopted  for  manning  his  Majefty's  navy.  From 
thefe  documents  (upon  which  I  fuppofe  we  may  rely)  we  have  an 
account  of  fefts  which,  to  many  perfons,  may  appear,  as  undoubt- 
edly they  appear  to  me,  fomewhat  furpriling.  From  the  account 
contained  in  thefc  papers,  we  find  that  the  whol^  number  of  houfes 
in  Great  Britain  now  paying  taxes  to  government  docs  not  materiallf 
differ  from  the  numbenof  houfcs  paying  taxes  to  government  in 
1777,  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  during  which  we  are  fuppofed 
to  have  advanced  fo  much  in  point  of  wealth  and  fplendor.  I  know 
that  many  perfons  rejcfl:  this  account,  and  fay  it  cannot  be  true, 
becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  general  obfervation.  Now,  widi  refpcS  to 
houfes  paying  taxes,  it  mod  certainly  is  correS ;  and  it  may  be 
aiked,  whether  tlic  great  incrcafe  of  houfes  of  late  is  of  fuch  as 
pay  taxes,  or  of  cottages  of  die  lower  fort  which  are  exempted  ?  I 
have  another  obfervation  to  make  on  this  paper.  I  immediatdy 
turned  my  eye  to  thofc  places  where  I  conceived  that  the  population 
had  moft  increafed.  I  looRed  at  Middlefex  and  Lancaftet,  and  I 
found,  according  to  this^  paper,  that  the  increafe  there  has  been  con- 
fiderable,  and  likwife  in  fome  other  places ;  but  that  in  other 
counties  of  Great  Britain  this  increafe  feems  to  be  balianced  by  a 
general  dccrcafc ;  and  thdrefore  die  paper  on  the  table,  though  not 
wholly  to  be  relied  on,  is  not  wholly  to  be  rejcAed.  The  increafe 
in  the  t\vo  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Lancafter,  which  I  have  juft 
'  mentioned,  confirms  the  accuracy  of  the  ftatement.  The  refult 
then  feems  to  be,  ^s  I  have  already  faid,  that  the  populatiori  of 
Great  Britain  has  not  increafed  in  proportion  to  its  apparent  wealth 
and  profperity,  and  that  it  cannot  afford  to  repair  the  l(rfs  of  blood 
which  it  has  already  fuffcred  by  the  war. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  his  Majefty  has  other  dominions  ftom  which 
rcfburccs  of  men  may  be  procured :  I  particularly  allude  to  Ireland, 
to  which,  before  I  (it  down,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  advert. 
There  is  no  one  circumfbnce  in  which  our  lifter  kingdom,  from  her 
happy  connexbn  with  this  country,  is  of  more  implortance  than  in 
the  number  of  men  which  (he  fumifhes  to  the  army  and  navy  of 
Great  Britain  in  time  of  war  ^  and  if,  by  any  ftrange  and  crooked 
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policjr,  Aot  coiinlry  (hould  be  alienated  in  aittdion  from  this,  and 
lofc  that  zeal  which  has  commonly  marked  and  diftinguiihed  her  in 
the  public  caufe — I  fay,  if  any  ftra^  or  mifgtiided  policy  (hould 
unfbrtunatcly^  produce  fuch,  an  effeiS^,  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  ob- 
fcrvations  I  have  made  on  the  population  of  this  country,  arid  its 
inadequacy  to  fopport  fuch  a  ruinous  war  as  that  in  vchich  we  are 
now  engaged,  all  thefe  arguments  will  be  ftrengthcncd  to  a  degree 
which  thofe  who  are.  not  well  acquainted  with  this  fubjeA  can 
fcarccly  conceive. 

The  next  article  of  refource  which  I  mentioned  is  that  of  money. 
We  have  now  in  the  courfc  of  this  ^ar  funded  fomewhat  aboTC 
50y00Oy0ooL  and  wlien  we  add  to  that  the  increafe  of  unfunded 
dtbt,  vrc  (hall  find  we  have  already  incurred  an  expence  of  between 
fixty  and  fevcnty  millions ;  I  triift  I  (hall  not  be  thought  to  have 
ovcrltatcd  it,  by  any  man  who  has  paid  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
fubjeft.      We  have  fi>r  that  purpofc  raifcd  taxes  of  a  permanent  fort 
of  about   3,ooOy00oL   fterling  per  annum.     I  do  not  affe6t  to 
fpcak  ^ith  perfed  accuracy  and  corrednefs  upon  this  fubjed^ ;  but 
the  permanent  taxes  of  this  country  which  have  been  impofed  in 
corvfequence  of  the  prcfent  war,  cannot  be  at  this  moment  much 
Icfs  than  three  millions  (terling.     Now  it  is  faid,  though  the  per- 
manent taxes  of  the  counfry  have  been.Increafed  in  order  to  fupply 
the  exigences  of  the  ftate  ;  yet  they  are  not  fuch  taxes  as  will  be 
felt  fevcrcly  by  the  poor ;  they  are  not  fuCh  taxes  as  will  be  felt  by 
the  people  in  general.     How  far  fome  of  tlicm  have  been  well  fe- 
Icc^cd  or  not,  is  a  quedion,  on  which  I  (hall  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Houfc.     I  (hall  only  obfervc,  if  they  are  nece(raiy,  they  muft 
be  borne,  unlefs  others  that  are  better  can  be  fubftitut'^d  in  their 
place.     But  to  hy  that  the  taxes  of  lalt  year,  and  particularly  thofe 
of  the  prefcnt  year  will  not  fall,  and  fall  with,  terrible  weight  on 
the  middling  ranks  of  the  people  of  this  country,  who  are  the  great 
fupportcrs  of  the  ftate,  is  to  fpeak  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
iituation  of  the  country.     It  is  true,  as  has  been  faid,  that  it  is 
proper  to  tax  luxuries  and  vanity  in  preference  to  the  necelTaries  of 
lite.     It  is  proper  to  tax  heavily  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  be- 
caufc  they  are  well  able  to  bear  the  burden.     But  it  has  been 
Rifely  fuppofcd^  that  in  proportion  as  the  rich  are  taxed  the  poor 
arc  relieved.      In  the  jprefent  ftate  of  this  country,  thofe  taxes  which 
Minifters  call  taxes  on  luxuries  fall  very  heavy  indeed  on  the  moft 
nuncrous  clafs  of  fociety,  and  confequently  muft  fall  with  peculiar 
(Tcfliirc  on  the  poorcft  clafs.     The  idea  of  impoHng  taxes  which 
^^  bH  upon  one  clafs  only,  and  (hall  in  no  degree  be  felt  by  the 
^tittss,  however  plaudble  and  fpecious  it  may  appear  in  theory,  is 
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xc\  iaOi  to  \4\t  dtcam.  Wc  cannot  lay  a  tax  on  the  poor  that  will 
not  fall  on  the  rich  ^  and,  1  am  forry  to  fay,  it  is  not  pofliblc  fio 
impofe  a  tax  on  the  rich  which  will  not  he  felt  by  the  poor. 

,Wc  have  therefore  contra dVcd  near  fcvcnty  millions  of  new  dd* 
in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war,  which  has  pn^duced  near  three 
millions  per  annum  of  permanent  taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  countr)'.     But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  thcfc 
three  millions  are  not  a  burden  too  heavy  for  the  people  to  bear — 
if  this  war  is  to  go  on,  let  me  a(k  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppoiite  to  me,  whether  he  has  confidcred  of  the  abfolutc  neceffit)' 
of  impoling  burdens  for  the  next  campaign  to  as  great  an  amount, 
and  poffibly  to  a  much  greater  extent  thun  any  w  hicli  this  country 
has  yet  experienced  ?   For,  if  the  w:\r  goes  on,  our  burdens  muft 
neceflarily  incrcafe  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  its  duration.      Let 
it  not  befaid  in  anfwer  to  this,  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof."     Tliis  is  not  an  anfwcr  fit  for  a  ftatcfman  to  ufe,  and  is 
rot  the  anfwer  which  a  Britiili  Houfe  of  Commons  groaning  under 
an  intolerable  load  of  taxes  ought  to  receive.     This  Houfe  ought 
to. look  to  tlie  probability  of  future  expenditure.    We  ought  to  cal- 
culate-on the  continuation  of  the  war,  and  to  confider  what  are  the 
.refources  by  which  it  is  to  be  fupjyitcd.     Wo  ought  to  confider 
how  far  the  people  of  this  country  are  able  to  bear  more  taXes,  and 
how  far  the  diftercnt  branches  of  our  trade  and  manufaftures  are  ca- 
pable of  fupporting  additional  duties  ; .  for  that  more  will  be  nccef- 
fary  in  the  courfc  of  the  next  year  is  v;hat  no  man  will  difpute.    Do 
not  all  thefe  circumftances  inconteftably  prove  that  it  is  thebounden 
dut)'  of  this  Houfe  to  go  into  an  invcftigation  of  the  prefent  ifcite  of 
the  country,  and  to .  prove  to  our  conftitucnts  and  the  country  at 
large,  that,  as  w&  have  not  fpared  their  bUx)d  and  their  treafurc, 
•     fo  we  fliall  not  fpare  our  own  labour  or  our  own  refponfibility  r  It 
is  only  by  entering  into  this  inveftigation,  and  by  comparing  the 
objedt  with  the  means,  that  we  can  determine  whether  we  ought  to 
renounce  the  objed,  or  change  the  means  by  which  the  objc<ft  is  to 
be  obtained  ;  or  whether  we  are  to  continue  the  fame  hopelcfs  objed 
with  tlie  fame  hopclefs  means  ;  whether  with  the  fame  adminiftra- 
tion,  with  the  fame  advifers,  we  are  to  pcrfcverc  in  a  -fyftem  which 
has  hitherto  produced  nothing  but  the  greatcft  degree  of  misfortune 
and  mifery. 

It  is  faid,  however,  that  our  refources  are  fupported  by  the  trade 
and  manufadlures  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  thefe  are  in  a  moft  flou- 
ri(hing  condition.  In  order  to  fee  how  far  this  aflfertion  is  well 
funded,  let  us  a  little  examine  the  ftatc  of  the  trade  and  xnanufec 
tures  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  fiift  of  its  manufactures.     I  wilh  to 
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refer  to  diofe  countries  where  the  manufafturcs  of  Gi^t  Britain  have 
been  carried  to  t!ip  grcateft  pcrfeflion,  and  to  know  of  thofe  gentle- 
men who  are  infinitely  better  acquainted  with  the  ftatc  of  thofe  coun- 
ties than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  \^  hnt  their  opinion  is  with  refpetfV  to 
thok  manufeftures,  'and  what  efFeS  the  prefent  war  has  had  upon 
them.      I    wifli  to  know  of  thofe  gentlemen,  whether  the  manu- 
fafturcs  have  ttot  been  moft  materially  injured  by  the  war ;  and 
whether  the  circumftance  (»f  their  appearing  to  have  fufFcred  lefs  laft^' 
}cir  than  in  the  year  preceding,  was  not  owing  to  our  gaining  the 
poTcflton  of  the  French  Weft-India  iflandf.      I  wifh  to  know  whe- 
ther this  was  not  one  of  the  forhmate  cirgumftances  which  had  the 
cffeft  to  aflbrd  a  temporary  relief,  but  to  the  duration  of  which  we 
cannot  look  with  any  reafcnablc  profpedt.      If  we  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee, we  (hall  have  laid  before  us,  otconrfe,  a9Count8  with  r^ 
gird  to  the  general  exports  of  the  country.     We  beard  on  a  former 
iliiy,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opc'ned  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year,  accounts  given  of  the  ?imount  of  the  expctrts  of 
Britifli  manufa^ures  in  the  years  1792,  i  793,  1794-    We  were 
then  told  that  the  amount  of  Britilh  exports  in  the  year  1792  was 
upwards  of  eighteen  millions  ftcrling-^That  the  exports  of  Britifh 
manufa^rcs  in -the  year   1993  were  lefs  than  thofe  of  the  year 
1792,  by  the  fum  of  four  millions — and  that  the  exports  of  Bri-  ' 
tiih  manufatftures  in  the  year  1 794  exceeded  thofe  of  1 793  by  tw'o 
millions,  and  confequently  were  only  two  millions  (hort  of  1792. 
Now  rhe  lofs  of  the  firft  year  of  the  war  being  two-ninths  oJF  the 
whole  exports  of  Britifh  manufactures,  muft  ftrike  at  die  very  root 
of  our  commerce.     This  is  a  lofs  which  muft  imprefs  every  man, 
and  muft  go  to  aiTeCt  the  very  bafis  of  our  profperity.    The  circum- 
ftance of  the  exports  of  Britifh  manufactures  laft  year  bejkig  two 
millions  more  than  they  were  in  1 793,  is  eafily  to  be  accoi/nted  for. 
I  appeal  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  com- 
niercial  diftrifls  of  the  kingdom,  whether  it  was  not  in  a  grbat  mea- 
fure  owing  to  the  fai^ine  fpeculations  of  fome  gentlemen  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  our  lately  acquired  polTcflions  in  the  French  Weft-India 
iflands.     I  would  afk  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  county  pa- 
latine of  Lancafter,  what  has  been  the  diminution  of  population 
fincc  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.     I  have  feen  papers 
myfclf,  the  contents  of  which,  if  this  inquiry  goes  on,  1  fhall  ftatc 
tothc  Houfe.     According  to  thofe  papers,  the  diminution  of  popu- 
lation and  of  manufactures  in  Mancl^efter  and  its  neighbourhood 
^'as  to  a  degree  that  would  aftoniih  the  Houfe.     We  have  no  very 
^cantc  mode  in  Great  Britain  of  afcertaining  the  population-of  the 
^wawry.     We  have  no  better  method  than  by  taking  the  number  of 
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mamages  andbapdfms.     I  have  fecn  papers  with  regard  to  a  great 
number  of  pariflies  in  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  county  I  have 
mentioned,  Lanca(hire ;  and  the  fiate  of  diminution,  taken  from 
a  calculation  of  marriages  and  baptifms,  is  in  (bme  places  one  lialf, 
in  others  one  third,  and  in  none  lefs  than  one  fi)urth  ;  but  in  all  a 
coni^nt  diminution  ;  and  in  .the  largcft  pari(h  of  Manchcflcr,  the 
diminution  U  eftimated  at  lOne  lialf ;  that  Lsf  reduced  from  an  hun- 
dred to  fifty,  ai)d  chat  to  a  number  fo  large,  as  to  mak«  the  total 
diminution  of  the  inhabitants  amount  to  about  twelve  thoufand. 
That  this  (hould  be  this  confcquencc  of  the  war,  is  exceedingly  na- 
tural.    But  I  would  aijc'the  Houf^'whether,  when  we  are  rifking 
every  thing,  and  when  the  very  exigence  of  the  country  is  at  (lake, 
it  does  not  become  them  to  afcertain  the  truth,  which  can  only  be 
done  by  an  inquiry  into  the  true  flatc  of  our  population  and  of  our 
manuf^£lures,  inftead  of  trufting  to  the  abfurd  and  idle  exprciTions 
of  the  inexhauftible  refources  of  the  country  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion.   The  information  we  might  receive  from  a  fcrious  inquiry  into 
the  real  ftate  of  our  population,  might  induce  us  to  change  our 
IPicans,  or  perhaps  to  change  our  objed. 

Now,  Sir,  another  part  of  ^e  refources  of  this  country  is  our 
trade  and  commerce,  as  diAinguiflied  from  our  m;^nufa£lurcs    With 
rc^peiSl  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  when  I  made  a  motion  laft  year 
lor  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  tlie  Admiralty  ;  after  taking  ccn- 
fiderible  pains  in  dating  a  great  variety  of  ini^nces,  where,  a«  I 
conceived,  the  Admiralty  were  highly  negligent  of  their  duty  in 
proteding  the  trade  of  the  country,  I  received  this  fhort  anfwcr-^— 
•*  Look  to  the  low  rate  of  infurancc."     Having  found  that  to  be  an 
argument  fo  powerful  with  this  Houfe,  I  took  fame  pains  to  inquire 
into  the  flate  of  infurance,  ^nd  fhall  date  fome  circumflances  on 
this  fubjefl,  which  appear  to  me  to  afford  fufficient  ground  for  going 
into,  this  inquiry.     It  may  be  fuppofcd  tliat  the  motion  rcfpeSing 
the  Admiralty  might  give  rife  to  an  opinion  among  the  underwriters, 
that  it  would  induce  Minidry  to  be  a  little  more  attentive  to  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  our  trade  in  future,  fo  as  to  make  the  rifle  ibmewhat  lefs. 
I  am  not  now  deciding  whether  tliat  be  true  or  faifc  ;  but  it  certainly 
was  calculated  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  infurance.     The  hd, 
however,  is,  that  infurance  from  that  time  has  been  uniformly 
riiing,  until  it  has  come  to  its  prefcnt  mod  enormous  rate  ;  a  rate 
fo  enormous,  as  the  Houfe  may  perhaps  find  fome  difficulty  to  be^ 
lieve,  till  the  fad  (hall  be^afcertaincd  by  an  iivquiry.     Atprefenr, 
infurance  from  this  country  to  Jamaica,  and  to  the  other  part^;  of 
the  WeA  Indies,  with  all  the  alliances  we  pofiefs,  is  as  high  as  it 
was  in  the  late  American  war^  when  this  country  had'to  contend 
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with  Prance,  Spain,  Holland,  and  America.  With  (o  many 
powets  in  confederacy,  and  France  now  our  iingle  enemy,  infurancc 
to  the  Weft  Indies  is  as  high  as  it  was  at  that  time  when  we  had 
fo  mauiy  powers  leagued  againft  us,  and  when  the  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain  united  were  confcBedly  (uperior  in  number  to  the  fleets  of 
Lireat  firitain. 

With  regard  to  the  Mediterranean  tracte,  ftiange  to  tell !  at  this 
period,  aftAr  all  that  we  have  expended  on  the  fleet  there,  infurance 
ro  that  quarter  is  much  in  the  fame  fltuation  as  it  was  dieting  the 
hft  war. 

With  rcfpcA  to  the  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal,,   the  prcfent 
nte  cf  irrftiranee  will  appear  to  be  as  high  as  *  I  have  now  Anted  ir. 
With  re^d  to  the  ftate  of -our  trade  with  Spain,  I  underftand  that 
ir  is  MaHy  flopped  with  fome  of  the  ftorts  of  that  country,  on  the 
«:round,  that  infurance  is  fo  high  that  the  trade  cannot  be  carried 
on.     'Yhc  infurance  fmm  Great  Britam  to  Bilboa,  or  to  Bafcelona^ 
is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  guineas  per  cent.,  -and  what  adds  to 
this  is,  that  merchants  are  not  only  obliged  to  infure  the  caiigo,  but 
alfo  the  premium  on  it,  othcrwifc  it  was  clear  they  would  only  rt^ 
ceive  70!.  in  the  hundred :  admitting  the   premium  to   be  from 
twenty.five  to  thirty  guineas,   the  real  rate  of  infurancc  muft  then 
be  from  thirty-/ix  to  thirry-feven  per  cent.     Now,  whctjier  it  is 
poflible  that  the  trade  of  this  or  of  any  other  country  can  fupport 
f«ch  a  rate  of  inlurance,  is  for  thofewho  are  better  acquainted  with 
this  fiibje6t  than   I  am,  to  explain.     But,  when  you  find  trade, 
confidcrcd  as  the  principal  fource  of  revenue,  thus  aftlcK'd  by  infu- 
rance, it  then  becomes  a  matter  of  material  (?onfidcration.      I  bc- 
lierc  no  trade  whatever  can  g<)  on  with  this  rate  of  infurance,  and 
thciefore  another  mode  has  been  adopted.    Owing  to  this  high  in* 
furancc  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  a  great  part  of  our  manufactures  have 
bccnfcnt  to  Hamburgh,  and  from  thence  have  been  conveyed  in 
iwutral  veflcls  to  Spain  and  Portugal.     The  fame  fatality  that  has 
accompanied  every  part  of  the  war  has  been  felt  here  ;  the  price  of 
infurance  between  this  country  and   Hamburgh,  which  was  for* 
^^wly  only  one  or  one  aiKl  a  half  per  cent,  has  now  increafcd  to  ten 
per  cent,     i  have  ftated  infurance   all  atqng  as  if  it  were  now  as 
E^rfas  at  any  former  period  ;  but  d\is  is  not  tfieeafe,  for  reafons 
which  I  have  already  afllgned  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  trade  of  infu- 
^f««c  is  now  almoft  totally  ruined. 

There  is  anotfier  circumftance  to  which  it  is  very  material  to  ad* 

^'ot.    Formerly,  when  this  fubjcft  was  before  the  Houfe,  ficfts 

wore  ftated  to  (hew  that  infurance  w^  not  only  very  bw,  but  alfo 

t^m  it  was  exfireoiely  advanti^^eous  to  the  underwriters.     But  is  not 
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the  (a&  direftlv  the  reverie  now  ?  Has  not  the  credit  of  the  under— 
\^riters  been  greatly-  diminifhed  in  oonfequence  of  the  lolTcs  they 
have  lately  fuflained?  Although  individual  underwriters  maybe 
found)  who  will  underwrite  policies  at  feven  per  cent.,  meidiants 
are  willing  to  pay  companies  ten  per  cent,  on  account  of  thdr  fupe- 
rior  fecurity.  So  low  is  the  criedit  of  the  underwriters.  This 
clearly  (hews  that,  high  as*  the  premium  is,,  it  has  not  been  high 
enough  to  infure  the  underwriters.  I  mention  diefe  fa£^  with  rc- 
fpedl  to  infurancei  becaufe  without  them  my  argument  would  have 
been  incomplete.  I  have  not  ftated  the  prefent  rate'of  inftiranccy 
with  any  view  to  (hew  how  ill  our  naval  force  has  been  employed 
for  the  protedtion  of  our  trade  v  but  I  havo  (lated  it  with  this  iingle 
view,  to  prove  that,  by  the  high  price  of  infurance,  there  is  f  very 
icafon  to  believe  that  trade  and  commerce,  the  great  bafis  on  which 
your  revenue  and  povi'er  (land,  are  afle<£led  in  a  coniiderable  degree, 
and  therefore,  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  confider  the 
ttai  (late  in  which  we  (land  at  prefent,  in  order  that  we  may  know 
our  weaknefs  as  well  as  our  (Irei^th,  before  we  proceed  farther  in 
this  ruinous  fydem. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  confider  of  the  next  point  to  which  I  alluded 
-—I  mean  our  connections  with  other  nations.  Surely,  it  is  hardly 
credible  that  a  Briti(h  Houfe  ojF  Commons  (hould  fo  far  forget  their 
duty,  as  to  vote  away,  of  the  public  money,  fums  never  before 
heard  of ;  and  perfiil  in  the  profecution  of  a  war,  witliout  even 
knowing  whether  you  have  any  allies,  or  if  you  have,  who  they 
are ;  what  are  their  iituation  and  circumdances ;  what  their  abili- 
ties and  inclinations.  •  If  is  material  for  this  Houfc  to  know  who 
the  allies  of  this  country  are*  I  have  frequently  a(ked  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  queftions  with  rcfpeft  to  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  but  I  have  never  received  any  fatisfadlory  anfwer. 
Is  the  Kingof  Pruffia  an  ally  of  tliis 'country,  at  this  moment,  or  not  ? 
Am  I  to  take  it  for  granted,  without  giving  myiblf  the  trouble  to 
inquire,  whether  fo  material  a  perfonage  is  or  is  not  our  ally  ?  I 
know  he  was  your  ally  by  treaty  in  1 7  8  8  ;  I  know  he  was  your  ally 
by  convention  in  1 793  ;  anci  farther,  that  he  was  your  ajly  by  fub- 
iiciy  in  1 794  :  but  I  a(k  whether  he  is  your  ally  at  this  moment  ? 
I  wifh  to  afk  this,  queftion — Did  the  King  of  Pruflia  fulfil  the 
treaty  ♦  for  which  the  fubfidy  was  granted  ?  If  he  did,  why  was  it 
difcontinued  }  If  he  did  not,  ought  not  this  Houfe  to  be  apprifcd 
of  his  breach  of  faith  ?  Ought  not  this  Houfe  to  be  informed  of  the 
moment  in  which  he  ceafbd  to  be  our  ally  i     It  is  indifpenfabl)r 

'     *  See  Debreu's  State  Papers,  VoU  II.  p.  9, 
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ncceflaiy,  fer  the  honour  of  this  country^  that  this  Houfe  (hould 
have  a  perfed  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  ;  for  without 
that  knowledge  we  cannot  pafs  a  judgement,  we  cannot  dedare  an 
opinbn,  on  the  condudt  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.    .  If,  when  we  go 
into  this  inquiry,  we  ihall  find   that  he  has  kept  his  eag<igement8 
v^'ith  this  country,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  do  jufticc  to  that  much- 
injured  Monarch.     But  if»  as  I  fufpedl,  he  has  not,  is  it  not  fit 
that  this  Houfe  (hould  call  to  account  the  King's  Miniders  fbr  hav- 
ing fquandered  away  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  the  public  money  ?  An 
inquiry,  in  every  point  of  view,  will  be  produdlive  of  advantage  ; 
for,  by  going  into  a  Committee,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  fee  di(Hn(ftly 
whether  the  King  of  PruflTia  has  fulfilled  his  treaties  ;  and  if  he  has, 
I  am  fure  this  Houfe  will  be  difpofed  to  do  ample  juftice  to  fo  good 
a  Prince*      But  if  the  contrary  fliall  turn  out  to  be  the  cafe  ;  if  it 
appear  that  he  has  notorioufly  failed  in  the  performance  of  his  en- 
gagements-—is  it  not  material  that  this  Houfe  (liould  declare  its  in- 
dignation at  fuch  a  condu<5t  to  it3  conftituents,  and  to  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  (hew  that  they  will  not  tamely  fufFcr  themfclves  to  be 
fo  played  upon,  andXo  duped,  by  any  Prince  in  future?    If  the 
King  of  Pruflia  is  no  longer  an  ally  of  ours,  what  becomes  of  his' 
orhcr  treaties  f  Let  me  remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
^as  m  (end  into  the  field  62,000  men,  but  you  were  only  to  pay 
for  30,000  men.     In  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  1 788,  he  was 
to  furnUh  you  with  32,000  men,  without  any  additional  fubfidy  ; 
what  then  has  become  of  that  treaty  ?  We  readily  gave  a  fubfidy  to 
the  King  of  PrufTia  to  furnifh  us  with  30,000  men.     He  wad 
bound  by  a  former  treaty  to  furnifh  us  with   32,000  men  for  no- 
thing; but  it  now  turns  out  that  we  have  not  only  loft  the  30,000 
men  we  fubiidifed,  but  wc  have  loft  alio  the  32,000  we  were  to 
have  fbr  nothing,  in  virtue  of  hi?  previous  engagements.     You  give 
him  millions  more  than  you  originally  ftipulated  ;  but  inftead  of  re^* 
cciving  more,  you  lofe  the  whole.     Now  I  a(k,  is  fuch  condudt 
^>  be  borne  ?  and  are  we  to  be  told  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  alliance  with  regular  Govenimcnts,  and  of  the  dependence  to 
be  placed  on  rfie  regular  Government  of  Pruffia  ?     France  i$  not  a 
regular  Govemmait,  and  we   have  heard  much  of  the  danger  of 
treatii^  in  any  (hape  with  her :    but  Pruflia,  you  were  told,,  you 
nJ2y  rely  on  ;  and  the  refult  has  been,  that  inftead  of  having  whsc 
you  ftipulated  and  paid  for  in  the  laft  inftance,  you  lofe  what  you 
were  entitled  to  by  previous  agreement.     And,  notwithftanding  this 
flagrant  condud  of  die  King  of  Pruflia,  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
ttions  confcnts  to  fquandcr  away  the  wcilth  of  this  country,  to  lofe 
^«  whole  armv  fuppofcd  to  be  purchafcd  by  it,  merely  becaufe  tha 
Vol.  XLU  N 
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Minitler  chufor  to  fay  he  is  not  informed  of  tlie  particulars  of  th.^ 
breach  of  that  treaty*  The  que  (lion  now  is,  whether  this  mattaer 
is  to  be  inquired  into  or  not  ?  The  Minider  adds,  that  even  admit- 
ting that  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  not  fcnt  into  the  field  the  armies 
he  undertook  to  fend,  it  is  not  thence,  in  fairnefs  of  reafoning,  to  be 
inferred,  that  our  other  allies  will  not  be  faithful  to  their  engage— 
ments.  I  have  heard  it  alferted  in  this  Houfc,  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  continued  to  execute  a  part  of  his  ftipulation  for  a  confidc- 
rabk  time,  and  tlv.;:  the  payment,  on  our  part,  was  difcontinucd 
when  he  tailed  in  the  performance  of  his  engagement.  It  was  af- 
fcrtcd  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  that  the  part  he  afted  was  more 
benefkial  to  the  common  caufc,  than  if  he  had  ftri<5tiy  and  litcralhr 
conformed  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Let  this  curious  aflertion  be 
inquired  into  and  afccrtaincd.  If  it  fliall  be  proved,  let  the  Houfc 
do  their  duty,  and  render  juOicc  to  that  ill-treated  Monarch  4  let 
them  declare  that  Minitlers  have  a<3cd  towards  him  with  treachery 
and  injuAice  ;  or  if  not,  let  them  do  juiVtce  to  Miniilers,  and  de- 
clare that  their  conducl  has  been  wife  and  upright. 

But,  Sir,  at  this  moment  I  have  no  perfect  means  of  informa- 
•  lion  as  to  what  we  have  to  look  for  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. — 
I  have  read  in  fomc  of  the  newfpapers  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  is 
fending  a  large  army  to  the  Rhine,  and  in  others,  that  he  confiders 
the  Riiine  as  a  proper  boundary  for  France  ;  it  was  faid  that  he  was 
marching  towards  Wellphalia  againft  the  French,  and  by  others, 
that  he  was  marching  againft  tl\e  allies.     We  ought  to  know  pre- 
cifely  the  truth.      I  with  to  know  what  probability  there  is  that  he 
will  be  our  ally,  or  that  ho  will  be  our  enemy,  or  that  he  will  ir- 
main  in  a  ft.uc  of  neutrality  r — What  demands  have  been  made 
from    this  coujiiiy  with  a  view  to   an   explanation,  and   in  what 
manner  h  is  he  treated  the  applications  of  the  Britiih  Miniftry  for 
that  purpofe  r — I  want  to  know  what  communications  have  pafTed, 
and  what  rem(jn{lrances  have  been   made ;  for  remonftrances  muft 
have  been  ma(i^,  or  Minirtcrs  mall  have  grofsly  neglected  their  duty- 
The  trcatv  of  1788  %vas  a  defend ve  treatv.     France  declared  war 
againll  i*^  y  and  therefore,  fay  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfc,  we  were  forced  into   the  war  by  their  aggreiCon*      I 
confefs   I  (hall  doubt  their  iincerity,  unlefs  they  have  called  upon 
the  King  of  Prufiia  to  jierform  his  treaty.     Although  His  Mjyefty's 
IVIiniftcrs  might   fay  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  "  We  have  been  at- 
tieked  by  France,  and  therefore  call  upon  you  to  aflift  us,  agreeably 
to  your  treaty,"  that  ?»ionurch  might  have  replied,   "  No ;   1  know 
better,  though  you  have  procured  a  confiding  Parliament  to  fay  fo ; 
you  were  the  ag^jrcffors^  and  diercforc  I   ain  not  bound  in  confe- 
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quence  of  my  treaty,  whioh  was  only  dcfcnfive,  to  fumifli  you  witli 
30,000  men."  I  afk  the  Britifti  Houfc  of  Commons,  whether 
they  can  fo  far  lull  their  confciences  to  reft,  and  fo  fcandaloufly  be- 
tray thdr  confKtuents,  as  to  go  on  in  theie  circuml^ances,  without 
iaquiring  what  the  condudt  of  rilic  King  of  Pruffia  has  been  to  this 
CDuntry,  and  rccipnxrally  what  our  condudr  has  been  to  him.  I 
warn  the  Houfe  of  die  mifchief  which  may  follow,  if  they  thus  go 
on  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  without  taking  the  means  to  come 
to  a  decifion  upon  this  fubje6t. 

There  is  another  anfwer  which  may  poflibly  be  mndc  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia,   in  vindication  of  his  condu6V,  and  which  would  explain 
the  afiertion  of  the  honourable  Baronet.     He  may  fay,  **  The  ob- 
ject of  this  war  was  not  the  faving  or  gaining  of  this  or  that  parti- 
cular province,  the  capture  of  a  town,  or  the  recovery  of  a  fortrefs. 
The  obge£l  of  it  was  the  fuppreffion  of  thofe  Jacobin  principles  tliat 
MTre  fubvcrting  all  regular  Governments."     He  may  fay,  (as  had- 
been  ihircd  by  the  honourable  Baronet)  *^  I  have  done  better  for  you 
tlian  you  have  done  for  yourfclves.      It  was  eiTential  to  crufh  Jaco- 
bin principles  in  Poland.     You  fought  for  morality,  religion,  and 
the  order  of  foeiety.      I   fought  to  fupprcfs  thofe   anarchical  prin- 
ciples which  went  to  the  dcftruftion  of  all  regular  Governments.-— 
WTio  was  of  the  greatcft  fervicc  to  the  common  caufc— -he  that  took 
a  town,  a  city,  a  fortrefs,  or  an  ifland — or  he  that  prevented  Ja- 
C'lcin  principles  from  taking  root  in  Poland,  and  da(hcd  the  cup  of 
riling  freedom  from  the  lips  of  that  abominable  people  :'*      The 
dc{lru(^ion  of  even  one  man  —  the  deftrudion  of  Kofciufcko — who 
by  his  charaftcr  gave  credit  fo  the  c.iufe  of  liberty,  and  by  the  ar- 
dour of  his  zeal  animated  the  facrcd  flame  in  ever)'  congenial  bofom 
throughout  Europe — what  fignified  the  recovery  (jf  Flanders,  or  the 
prcfcrvation  of  Holland,  to  the  capture  of  Kofciufcko  : — The  dc- 
ftru<9ion  of  this  man,  and  with  him  of  the  feeds  of  growing  libcrtj% 
tended  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  real   caufc  of  the  confederacy, 
tiian  any  co-o}X?ration  with    their   tro(;ps,  wliich  might  have  been 
the  means  of  faving  Holland  or  of  recovering  Brabnnt.      If  fo,  tho 
a)untTy  (hould  know,   through  the  medium  of  this  Houfc,  that  His 
MajclTy's  Minifters  have  advanced  twelve  hundred  thoufand  poundt 
tu  the  King  of  Pruffia,  to  enable  him  to  fubdue  Poland  ;  for  with- 
out oar  afliftance,  he  could  not  have  effected  what  he  has  done  in 
that  coun^rj''  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  employed  in  that  quarter,  he 
^ould  liave  done  as  much  for  the  common  caufc  ngainlt  France  at 
hchasiionc,  which  is  juji  nothing.      Docs  it  not  become  us  to  in- 
<)uirc  into  this  bufincfs,  in  order  that  we  may  drive  difgrace  fronj 
ourfclvcs  to  thofe  on  whom  it  cuf:^ht  to  att..ch  f 
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The  King  of  Pruflia,  I  fuppofc,  is  no  longct  to  be  coniidercd 
oiir  ally;  but  if  he  is — I  have  fpokcn  of  his  inclination— let  us 
now  look  to  his  ability,  and  confider  how  far  he  is  to  bedepended 
upon.  From  an  authentic  paper,  I  find  him  dating  to  the  Diet  of 
the  Empire  his  (ituation  ;  in  which  he  declares  it  is  utterly  impoT- 
lible  for  him  to  continue  this  war.  He  announced,  about  twelve 
months  ago,  that  he  had  adually  be^un  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  Riiine  homewards,  on  the  ground  of  his  incapacity  (in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view)  to  fupport  fuch  large  armies  ;  and  he  continued 
to  withdraw  his^  troops  until  he  received  aflldance  from  us.  It  is 
therefore  clear,  that,  without  additional  pecuniary  aid  from  this 
country,  whether  willing  or  unwilling,  he  is  totally  incapable  of 
profecuting  the  war  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  are  to  look  upon  him  as 
an  ally,  he  muft  be  fubfidized  or  hired  ;  nay,  poQibly  we  may  be 
obliged  to  purchafe  his  neutrality — and  even  in  that  cafe,  I  know 
not  but  he  may  make  you  pay  for  every  man  of  his  troops.  There- 
fore, whether  you  look  on  the  King  of  Pruflia,  as  I  do,  as  much 
more  likely  to  aflift  the  French  than  to  co-operate  with  you,  at  all 
events  you  muft  confider  him  as  a  perfon  gone  off  from  the  alliance^ 
and  wholly  to  be  bought  anew.  I  fliall  therefore  no  longer  confider 
him  as  an  ally. 

I  now  come  to  oUr  great  friend,  the  Emperor,  I  am  told  that 
it  is  moftunjuft,  indeed,  toreafon  from  Pruflia  to  A  uftria,  or  from 
Leopold  to  Francis  ;  and  that  the  prefent  Emperor  is  a  perfonage  of 
unfullicd  integrity  ;  that  we  arc  not  to  judge  of  him  from  the  cha- 
racter of  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs  ;  and  that  we  arc  to  confider  the 
Court  of  Vienna  as  completely  unbleniifhed  in  point  of  honour.— 
We  find  that  the  Emperor  has  made  declarations  nearly  to  the  fame 
efft:&  as  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  In  the  declarations*  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  he  fays  to  the  people  of  Germany, 
"  You  muft  take  your  plate  from  your  tabic — you  muft  take'  your 
plate  from  your  altars — you  muft  colleft  all  your  valuables,  whe- 
ther profane  or  facrcd-— ^you  muft  put  all  the  property  you  poflcfs  in 
t  ftate  of  rcquifition  ;  for  without  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  the 
Emperor  canrwt  carr)' on  the  war."  But,  it  may  be  faid,  we  will 
enable  him  to  come  for^^'ard  with  a  large  force,  by  granting,  in  aid 
of  his  refourccs,  a  loan  of  four  or  fix  millions.  Now  if  the  Em- 
peror, either  from  inclination  or  inability,  ftioiild  fail  inhisengage-i 
mcnts,  and  (hould,  contrary  to  his  chara6ler  of  g(X)d  faitby  ncgledt 
to  perform  his  treaty,  we  have  not  even  that  miferable  tic  on  him 
which  we  had  on  the  King  of  Prufifia.     When  the  Emperor  ceafcs 

^  See  Dcbrett'&  State  Papers^  VoL  II.  p.  145. 
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to  perform  his  treaty,  we  cannot  ftop  our  payments^  becaufe  the 
Emperor  fays,  "  Give  me  it  all  at  once."     Our  money,  therefore, 
is  abibiutely  ncceffary  to  enable  him  to   (lir  in  the  firft  inftance  \ 
and  therefore  if,  from  either  want  of  ability  or  any  other  circum* 
fiance,  he  fhould  fail  to  perform  his  treaty,  it  is  mod  obvious  that 
the  whde  money  which  we  advance  him  muft  be  totally  and  irreco- 
verably loft.     And  farther,  if  fo  large  a  fum  is  neceflary  to  enable 
his  Imperial  Majefly  to  a6l  in  the  prefent  campaign,  will  not  an 
equal  or  a  larger  fum  be  wanted  for  the  next  campaign,  if  the  war 
fhould  continue  ?  And  therefore  gentlemen  mud  clearly  fee  that  the 
whole  of  the  expence  and  burden  of  the  war  will  fall  on  this  mifc- 
rable  and  devoted  country.     At  the  period  we  entered  upon  this 
war,  we  were  promifed  the  afliflance  of  all  Europe ;  and  now  it  is 
found  that,  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  montlis,  the  whole  burden  of 
the  war  devolves  on  Great  Britain. 

But  we  have  other  allies — We  have  allies  in  Italy  and  Spain. 
But  although  we  pay  great  fubfidies  to  the  Italian  Princes,  we  have 
fcarccly  heard  of  a  movement  in  that  quarter.  Indeed,  were  we  to 
confult  the  London  Gazette  for  the  year  1794,  we  might- fuppofe 
Spain  and  Italy  to  be  neutral  powers,  at  it  does  not  take  the  leaft 
notice  of  their  military  operations  during  that  period.  With  refpeft 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  our  firft  ally  in  Italy,  whatever  gentle- 
men may  have  thought  in  difFercnt  periods  of  this  war,  it  is  pofTible, 
if  he  had  enjoyed  a  real  and  bcnajide  neutralit)',  it  would  have  been 
much  more  beneficial  to  this  country  than  anv  diverfion  which  he 
has  been  able  to  make..  With  regard  to  thofe  attempted  in  the 
ibuth  of  France,  what  advantage  thccaufc  of  the  allies  has  reaped 
from  thofe  diverfions  I  am  at  a  iofs  to  difcovcr,  and  I  believe  this 
Houfe  is  yet  equally  to  learn. 

We  have  another  ally — the  King  of  Spain.  Now  what  is  the 
ftateof  Spain  ?  It  is  of  importance  for  us  to  turn  our  regards  to  the 
prefent  (ituation  of  that  country.  A  great  part  of  its  north-eaftern 
provinces  have  already  been  conquered  by  France ;  Bilboa  and  Bar- 
celona arc  in  a  confidcrable  degree  of  danger.  Do  you  look  then 
to  the  Spanifh  Monarchy  as  poflclfed  of  any  force  to  act  againft 
France  with  cffe<ft  r  or  is  it  not  that  pan  of  the  alliance  which  is  the 
moft  weak,  and  on  which  it  is  likely  the  French  will  foon  make  fuch 
an  impreflion,  as  ultimately  to  decide  the  whole  fate  of  the  war  in 
that  kingdom  ?  I  was  told  there  was  fuch  a  fund  of  vigour  in  that 
country,  as  would  make  them  rife  in  a  mafs  againft  France.— 
When  that  came  to  the  trial,  there  was  no  caufc  v^liich  apparently 
fo  much  contributed  to  the  failure,  or  afforded  fuch  ftrong  ground 
offufpicion^  as  the  individual  trcacher}-  of  the  officers  of  the  King 
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of  Spaan ;  in  no  quarter  war  there  fo  much  caufc  for  jcaloufy,  or  aF 
9  want  of  difpoiition  to  refill  the  French.  It  nfiay  be  aiked,  Wa» 
Figucres  taken  by  the  French,  or  did  it  not  furrender  r  It  i$  ex- 
tremely probable  that  French  intrigue  upon  this  occafion  has  q*— 
rated  more  than  French  force.  It  was  alfo  fuppofcd  that  the  bi- 
goted attachment  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
would  infpire  them  with  vigour  againft  the  French,  who  are  fup* 
pofed  to  have  trampled  upon  all  religion  ;  but  was  this  tlie  cafe  r  — * 
We  know  the  reverfe  to  be  the  faft. 

But  what  is  the  ftate  of  Spain  in  other  refpcc^s  ?  Of  all  parts 
of  Spain,  there  is  none  in  v.hich  there  is  fo  much  vigpiir,  and  io 
much  real  force,  as  in  Catalonia  ;  into  the  heart  of  which  the 
French  have  penetrated.  What  was  the  hiftory  of  that  people  r  — 
When  the  French  had,  by  their  arms,  made  a  confidcrabif  progrcfs 
in  this  province,  the  people  of  Bcrcrlona  determined  to  refill  their 
ftrthcr  progrefs,  and  to  undertake  their  own  defence.  Accordingly 
they  fent  a  deputation  to  that  efFed  to  Madrid,  fiating  that  they 
wifhed  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  that  they  would 
<lcfend  it  to  the  la(l  drop  of  their  blood,  provided  that  no  SpamCh 
troops  were  fent  to  their  aflTiftance,  e^^cept  fome  particular  reginncnts^ 
^hich  they  fpecified,  and  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  and 
provided  an  alTembly  of  the  State  was  called.  This  deputation  re- 
ceived no  anfwer ;  or  rather,  they  received  a  direct  rcfufal ;  and 
the  French  found  but  too  eafy  a  conqueft  in  that  province.  I  n'en- 
tion  this  to  (hew  to  you  that  Spain  is  not  a  eount>^'  to  be  depended 
upon,  and  that  flie  is  one  of  the  wcakeft  of  your  allies. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  King  of  Spain  were  to  have  made 
different  divcrfions  in  aid  of  tliC  confederacy.  The  King  of  Sar- 
dinia  undertook  to  make  a  diverfion  in  Dauphiny,  and  at  this  mo- 
ment the  French  are  mafters  of  Nice  and  Savoy- — Spain  cngagtd 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  Rouffilion,  and  the  French  are  now  in  pof- 
fcnlon  of  Navarre,  Bifcay,  and  Catalonia.  All  tliefe  allies,  there- 
fore, upon  whofc  exertions  fo  much  depenJancc  was  placed  by  die 
Ivliuifters  of  this  countiy,  are  now  only  fo  many  dead  weights  upon 
our  T^ca^u^^ 

Are  the  Spaniards  in  a  much  better  fituation  in  regard  to  their  fi- 
nances f  It  is  true  they  have  not  yet  called  upon  this  country  for  a 
fuhfidy  ;  but  they  mull  cither  foon  make  that  application,  or,  what 
will  be  much  more  beneficial  for  th^mfelves,  make  a  fcparatc  peace 
with  France.  Tlicy  have  had  recourfe  to  meafures  of  finance  of  a 
very  extraordinaiy  natiire.  I  (hall  name  one  of  them.  Gentlemen 
will  recoUedl  that  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  not  long  ago,  made 
a  motion  in  this  Hoafc  for  laying  a  moderate  tax  on  all  ofiiccs  and 
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cmplormcnts  under  Government  during  the  war.     The  Houfe  will 
rccoll«5l  with  what  ridicule  that  motion  was  received.     It  was  con- 
Cdered  as  a  paltry  refourcc,  to  which  no  nation,  that  was  not  ut- 
terly cxhaufted  in  its  finances,  ought  to  refort: — But  what  has  the 
King  of  Spain  done?  The  Spanllh  Court  has  laid  a  duty  of  four 
p-Tccnt-~univerfally  upon  every  pcrfon  enjoying  any  office  in  Spain 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  and  a  tax  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  falarics  of  all  his  Councillors  of  State,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  prefent  war  *.      I  am  not  commending  this  re- 
fource;  I  am  only  fiating  it,  to  (hew  what  the  fituation  is  of  Spain 
with  rcfpecl  to  her  finances ;  and  how  little  the  allies  can  rely  on 
that  country  for  fupport  in  the  profecution  of  the' war.    This  is  the 
true  fituation  of  our  allies,  according  to  the  bcft  information  which 
I  have  been  "able  to  procure  ;  and  is  not  this  an  additional  afgumcnt 
for  going  into  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  af- 
ccrtain  diftinAly,  from  autlientic  documents,  the  precife  degree  of 
dqxndance  we  ought  to  have  on  our  conne<9ions  with  other  powers  ? 
I  fliall  next  proceed  to  tlie  confidcration  of  our  conduct  in  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view  ;  and  examine  what  ftrength  we  have  derived 
from  the  efiimatictfi  which  re6Ktudc  and  dignit)^  moderation  and 
jufticc  might  liavc  procured  us  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.      I  am  one 
of  thofc  who  firmly  believe,  as  much  indeed  as  man  can  believe  any 
tiling,  that  the  grcateft  refource  a  nation  can  poffcfs,  the  fureft  prin- 
ciple of  pviwcr,  is  llridl  attention  to  the  principles  of  jufticc. '    I 
firmly  believe  that  the  common  proverb,  of  honefty  being  tlie  bcft 
piiicy,  h  as  applicable  to  nations  as  to  individuals  *,  that  tliis,  which 
the  conviction  of  mankind  has  made  an  axiom,  is  univerfallv  true  ; 
and  that  cal'cs  which  may  fometimcs  be  fuppofcd  exceptions,  arifo 
f  om  our  taking  narrow  views  of  the  fubjc<it,  and  being  unable  at 
once  to  comprehend  tlie  whole.    If  therefore  we  have  been  deficient 
in  jufticc  towards  other  ftates,  we  have  been  deficient  in  wifdom, 
and  have  cntccLled  our  arm  in  our  efforts  againft  the  enemy.  Juftice 
is  fairly  to  be  ranked  among  the  number  of  our  refources ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  look  back,  and  inquire  whether  or  not  oar 
cxmduft,  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  war,  has  been  fn:h  as  to 
entlde  u$  to  the  good  opinion  of  the  wife  and  obferving  part  of  man- 
kind.    I  am  not  now  gping  to  difcdfs  the  juftice  of  entering  into 
the  war :  but  I  wi(h  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  conduct 
of  Ac  King's  Minifters  in  profecuting  it.   For  whatever  might  have 
bcTB  the  motives  which  induced  Minii^crs  to  enter  upon  it,  the  means 
they  have  employed  in  carrying  it  on  are  fit  fubjed  tor  examination 
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in  this  Houfe.  When  wc  entered  upon  this  war,  we  were  faiigruine 
enough  to  fuppofe  that  all  the  civilized  part  of  the  world  wouM  ice 
it  with  the  fame  eyes  as  wc  did.  When  I  reprefented  in  this  Hbufe, 
that  the  plan  of  ftaiving  France  adopted  by  Mipifters  was  abfurd  and 
impraflicable,  For  that  France  would,  receive  fupplies  from  neutral 
nations ;  when  I  dated  the  means  by  whicli  neutral  nations  might 
fupply  France  ;  I  was  anfwercd,  that  in  this  war  the  neutral  nations 
would  be  very  few,  if  any.     But  what  is  the  cafe  at  the  end  of  two 
years  P  That  neutral  nations  are  many  and  Increafing ;  and  that  the 
great  neutral  nation,  America,  has  continued  neutral  from  the  be- 
ginning.    It  is  of  infinite  importance  to  a  nation  that  refpe£ts   its 
honour — that  even  refpedts  its  intcrcft,  which  is  infeparable  from 
its  honour — to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  furrounding  nations  for  Juf- 
tice,  niagnanimity,  and  moderation.    Has  Great  Britain  done  tbis^ 
or  the  revcrfe  ?  What  has  been  your  conduft  to  Sweden,  to  Den- 
mark, to  Genoa,  to  Tufcany,  to  Switzerland,  to  America  while 
you  durft  ?  I  do  not  fpeak  of  any  particular  MiniOer  at  foreign  courts ; 
for  many  of  thofe  Miniftcrs  I  feel  great  refpeS,  and  with  feme  of 
them  I  am  conncc'^ed  by  friendfhip.     I  am  ready  to  admit  that,  if 
they  afted  contrary  to  their  inftrudions,  or  on  their  own  mere  fug- 
geftions  without  inftru(5tions,  Miniftprs  at  home  are  not  refpondble 
for  their  condufl  ;  but  I  am  perfuadcd  that  they  did  adl  accordir^ 
to  their  inftrudlions ;  for,  if  they  did  not,  Miniftcrs  here  were  bound 
to  recall  them,  and  difavow  what  thcv  had  done.     I  however  can 
at  prefent  ftate  only  my  own  belief;  an  inquiry  will  enable  us  to 
5ifcertain  the  fafts  beyond  difpute. 

With  refpcdt  to  America  I  (hall  fay  nothing  at  prefent,  except 
that,  after  giving  orders  for  taking  her  fhips,  we  recalled  thofe  or- 
ders, and  have  fince  entered  into  a  treaty  by  which  we  agree,  pro- 
perly I  believe,  juftly,  and  if  juftly,  wifely,  to  pay  for  the  raihnefs 
and  folly  of  iiTuing  them.     Next,  with  regard  to  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  which  were  in  this  cafe  fo  intimately  conneSed  in  ix)int  of 
intereft,  that  whatever  was  addrefTcd  to  the  one  might  be  confidered 
ih  fadl,  although  not  in  form,  as  addrelTed  to  the  other.     To  the 
Court  of  Copenhagen  wc  pref^^^nted  memorial  after  memorial,  couched 
in  the  moil  peevifti  and  offenfive  terms  of  rcmonftrance,  on  the  neu- 
trality of  His  Danifh  Majefty.    Thefc  memorials  were  anfwercd  • 
by  the  Miniftcr,  Mr.  Bcmftoff,  with  fuch  temper,  firmncfs,  and 
diplomatic  knowledge,  as  obliged  us  at  length  to  dciift,  and  raifcd 
hi§  charaSer  higher  than  that  of  any  Danifh  Mlnifter  ever  was  bc- 
fure*    We  eng-^ged  in  a  diplomatic  conteft  upon  the  fubjedt  of  neu- 
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tnlitr,  in  which  we  (hewed  our  complete  ignwanc^  of  the  rights  of 
neutral  nations,  and  were  foiled  according!/. 

What  has  been  our  conduct  towards  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany,  a  Prince  who,  although  belonging  to  one  of  the  moft  illuftrions 
families  of  Europe,  is  known  not  to  be  poflcfled  of  any  great  mili- 
tary power  ?  Lord  Hervey  goes  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany— 
not  to  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Pruffia,  or  any  potent  Monarch— 
and  {ays  to  him,  '*  Can  you  pretend  to  maintain  neutrality  with 
foch  a  Government  as  that  of  France?" — calling  the  French  Go- 
vernment all  the  hard  nnmes  which  regular  Governments  think 
thcmfclvcs  authorifed  to  befl^ow  upon  it ;  and  not  recolle£ting  that 
one  of  the  heavieft  accufations  agalnft  the  French  was  their  having 
prefumcd  to  intermeddle  in  the  internal  politics  of  other  nations— 
"  Can  you  bafely  rcfufc  joining  tlie  league  againfr  the  murderers  of 
\iAiT  aunt,  the  declared  enemies  of  your  whole  family,  and  the 
avowed  fubvertcrsof  all  eftabliihcd  Government,  order,  and  religion  ? 
I  know  to  what  caufc  your  hcfitation  is  owing.      It  is  bccaufe  yon 
give  credit  to  bad  Miniftcrs  ;  it  is  becaufe  you  lend  too  favourable 
an  car  to  the  advice  of  vour  Miniftcr  Manfredini,  a  man  who  ha* 
gained  a  pernicious  afccndancy  over  your  mind,  but  who  ought  no 
longer  to  have  any  fliare  in  your  councils."     Lord  Hervey,  after 
thus  telling  an  independent  Prince  that  he  was  not  to  liftcn  to  the 
advice  of  his  own  Minifters,  might  with  equal  propriety  have  gone 
on  to  tell,  him  thnt  he  ought  to  be  guided  folcly  by  the  counfels  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  againft  me.     **  Your  Mini- 
ftcrs," he  might  h^ve  faid,"  arc  ignorant  and  incapable  ;  the  Britifti 
Jrfinifters  arc  wife  and  able.     Obfcrve  itito  what  a  (ituation  they 
hive  brought  their  ov%^n  country,  and  you  c:innot  doubt  with  what 
wifdom  and  vigour  they  will  cohfult  for  yours."— This  language  of 
Lord  FIcrvey  has  never  been  difa vowed  by  Miniftcrs.      It  has  even 
been  imitated  by  his  fucceifor,  and  therefore  I  muft  confidcr  it  as 
having  been  the  language  of  his  inftruSions — and  thus  by  menace 
and  infult  was  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  compelled  to  renounce 
his  fyftcm  of  neutrality,   contrary  to  his  own  inclination,  to  the 
advice  of  his  Miniftcrs,  and  the  interefts  of  his  people.    Such  was 
tiic  cunJud  of  Miniftcrs  when  we  were  powerful  in  the  Meditct- 
ranean.     Lord  Hervey  was  at  length  recalled,  and  another  gentle* 
nun  whom  I  perfonally  refpedt  was.  appointed  in  his  ftead,  and  in- 
ftruded  to  foUbW  the  fame  courfe.    At  laft,  after  we  lofe  our  power 
in  the  Mediterranean— when  events  turn  out  againft  us — we  fubmit 
not  only  to  the  neutrality  of  the  Duke  of  Tufcany,  but  to  his  con- 
cluding a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  the  French  Republic. 
Vol.  XLL  O 
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In  Switzerland  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald,  for  whofe  chan(3er  I 
have  too  high  a  rcfpeft  to  fuppofe  that  he  M'ould  exceed  the  letter  of 
his  inftru<ftions,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  tells  the 
independent  Swifs  Cantons  •,  in  the  language  of  infult  and  injufticc, 
'*  That  he  will  not  decide,  whether  jufticc  and  their  true  intcrcft 
permit  them  to  remain  neuter,  againft  thofe  who  would  again  reduce 
them  to  barbarifm,  in  a  war  of  almoft  alt  the  powers  of  Europe, 
in  a  war  where  not  only  the  exiftence  of  every  efhiblifhed  Govern- 
ment, but  even  that  of  all  kind  of  property  is  at  (lake.  He  will 
only  obfervc,  xhzt  neutrality  itfelf  will  not  authorife  any  corrcfpond^ 
ence,  dircftly  or  indireftly,  with  the  faftious  or  their  agents."  He 
telb  them  in  cfTedl,  that  although  they  may  call  themfelves  ncutm], 
they  are  not  to  allow  their  fubje<Sls  to  reap  the  benefits  of  that  ncu- 
ttality  by  intercourfe  with  France.  Who  made  you  the  arbiters  how 
far  intercourfe  ought  to  be  allowed  by  independent  ftates  between 
their  refpeflivc  fubjedls  ?  Where  did  you  get  the  right  ?  or,  if  you 
have  the  right,  where  is  your  power  to  enforce  it  ?  The  Swifs  Can- 
tons return  a  civil  and  dignified  anfwcr,  **  That  a  rigid  and  cxzA 
neutrality  was  the  invariable  maxim  of  their  anceftors  ;  and  having 
received  it  as  a  facred  inheritance,  they  conceive  it  their  duty  to 
abide  by  it.  That  they  truft  His  Britannic  Majcfly,  following  the 
example  of  his  illuftrious  anceftors,  will  refpc<3:  the  independence  of 
the  Helvetic  confederal'.*'  In  the  mean  time,  they  carry  on  tlieir 
intercourfe  with  France  in  as  high  a  degree  as  it  is  their  intercft  to 
do,  rcgardlefs  of  our  menaces  ;  and  we  have  now  the  mortification 
to  feci  that  the  coarfenefs  of  our  infult  was  equalled  only  by  its  im- 
potence ;  we  have  notliing  to  boaft  of,  but  the  rafhnefs  of  our  de- 
fign,  and  the  mcannefs  of  the  attem^i^t  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

What  h^s  been  your  conduft  towards  Genoa  ?  Minifters  hold 
the  fame  language  towards  that  ftate,  and  tell  them,  "  If  you  con- 
tinue in  your  neutrality,  it  muft  be  ofl^cnfive  to  the  combined  Powers, 
and  may  give  occafion  to  revi^re  claims  which  muft  lead  todifagrce- 
ablcconfequences:" — ra  meaner  threat  never  was  employed.— Who 
are  the  parties  in  this  mighty  conteft  ?  Great  Britain,  taking  upon 
herfelf  to  didtate  for  all  the  combined  powers,  and  the  Republic  of 
Genoa — this  country  not  only  admonifhes  the  Republic  of  Genoa 
againft  obferving  a  neutrality,  but  threatens  her  with  war  if  (he 
does. — I/Ook  at  this,  and  fee  a  picture  of  infolence,  injufticc,  and 
meanncfs,  exceeded  only  by  the  fecblenefs  of  the  attempt  to  follow 
it  up !  The  fortune  of  war  being  againft  you,  even  the  little  Repub- 
pC  q1  Genoa  is  (but ;  and  after  blockading  her  port,  you  are  coq- 

■ 
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tent  to  withdraw  your  fhips,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  her  neutrality 
with  an  ungracious  apology  for  the  iijufficc  you  have  done.  By 
fuch  conduct  you  have  impaired  the  charafter  of  the  nation  for  jufticc 
and  roagnanimttyy  and  given  to  Great  Britain  a  charaiSer  of  mean- 
nefs  and  infolcnce  which  was  never  before  imputed  to  her,  a  cha- 
rafter  which  has  deftroyed  more  countries  than  the  lofs  of  armies* 
To  put  this  in  a  ftronger  point  of  view,  contrail  it  with  your  conduit 
to  America*— Did  you  tell  America  that  all  intercourfe  with  Frajidc 
was  difgraceful,  until  France, (hould  rcftore  her  King?  No!  It  is 
only  to  the  weak  and  dcfencelefs  that  you  talk  big : — To  the  great 
and  powerful  you  apologixe>  and  agree  to  pay  for  all  the  injuiUce 
you  have  done  them. 

Examine  the  law  of  nations  :  if  any  one  queftion  in  the  law  of 
nations  be  clearer  and  more  generally  acknowledged  than  another,  it 
is  that  of  a  right  in  every  nation,  which  no  treaty  obliges  to  the  con-* 
traiy,  to  preferve  a  complete  neutrality.  Confider  the  facrednefs  of 
this  right,  and  the  mifcrable  condition  pf  every  weak  country,  if 
whenever  great  powers  go  to  war,  for  what  they  may  c^U  the  caufc 
of  juftice,  order,  religion  and  regular  Government,  but  what  others 
may  think  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  ever)'  weak  Prince, 
every  petty  Republic,  were  to  be  compelled  to  take  a  part  in  the 
contcft— If  fuch  were  to  be  the  condition  of  fodety — if  men  were 
not  allowed  to  enjoy  that  neutrality  which  their  independence  entitles 
them  to,  they  would  b^in  to  doubt  the  benefits  of  fociety,  and  liften 
to  the  paradoxes  of  thofe  who  maintain,  that  all  eftabliihed  rules  and 
principles  are  founded  in  ignorance  and  error ;  and  that  fociety  it- 
fctf,  as  at  prefent  conflituted,  is  not  worth  preferying. 

If  the  Houfe  agree  to  a  Committee  of  Inquir)',  I  (hall  move  that 
His  Majcfty*s  Minifters  do  lay  before  us  the  correfpondence  between 
them  and  their  agents  at  .foreign  courts ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
juriiigor  puni(hing  individuals,  if  it  (hould  appear  that  any  of  them 
have  deviated  from  their  inftrudions,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  faving 
the  credit  and  honour  of  Minifters  themfelves.  If  it  (hould  turn 
out,  as  I  believe  it  will,  that  our  Ambafladors  at  foreign  Courts 
have  aded  confiftendy  with  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  their  inftructions — - 
that  they  have  only  ufed  the  words  and  fentimcnts  of  the  Cabinet  of 
Great  Britain ;  then  it  will  become  this  Houfe  to  (hew  that  Minifters 
are  not  the  nation,  and  that  whatever  may  be  their  principles,  the 
prind{to  of  the  nation  are  juiUcc  and  magnanimity.  It  will  then 
become  us  to  (hew  to  our  conftituents  and  to  all  Europe,  that  we 
would  rather  hold  high  language  to  the  (hong  and  powerful  than  to 
the  weak  and  defencelefs ;  that  inftead  of  infuldng  and  injuring  the 
weaker  States  of  Europci  our  incliiution  is  to  prote6](  them  againlt 
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the  grcatcft  ai\d  mod  powerful.     It  will  alfo  b:comc  us  to  wipe  ofF 
from  ourfdves  the  ftigma  arifing  from  the  mcannefs,  infolcncc, 
fiUanimlty,  and  injufticcj  which  have  been  manifcfted  on  our 
towards  the  particular  States  I  have  mentioned. 

I  (hall  now,  Sir,    without  confidering  whether  this  war   was 
juftly  or  unjuftly  undertaken,  proceed  to  examine  with  what  wif- 
dom  and  upon  what  principles  it  has  been  conduced.     In  doing 
this  I  will  pafs  by  all  tlie  confiderations  that  ought  to  have  prcecdcd 
our  determination  to  go  to  war,'  great  and  important  as  in  niy  mind 
they  wercj  and  fuppofe  war  actually  refolved  upon;.    When  wc  haJ 
come  to  this  refolution,  was  it  not,  I  aflc,  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
qucnce  to  our  fuccefs  that  the  objc<Sl'  of  the  war  (hould  be  clear  ? 
No  two  things  can  be  more  diftin*3  from  each  other  than  fighting 
for  a  country  and  fighting  againft  it.      If  Miniftcrs  had  adcd  up  to 
the  character  of  fiatefmen,  they 'would  have  taken  one  or  other  lidc 
of  this  alternative  with  all  its  advantages  and  difadvantagcs,  for 
advantages  and  difadvantagcs  each  of  them  muft  have*  had.     Thcr 
would  have  faid  one  of  two  things :   eidiicr  "  We  arc  going  to  var 
with  France,  not  on  account  of  her  form  of  government ;  wc  care 
not  what  form  of  government  is  eftablilhed  in  France.      It  la  of 
no   confequence   to    us  whether  that  country   be  governed  by  a 
Monarch,  a  Convention,  or  a  Jacobin  Club: — this  is  no  caufe  of 
war.     But  wc  go  to  war  againft   France  to  protcft  our  allies  the 
Dutch,  and  to  avenge  the  infults  (he  has  offered  to  the  Britifti  na- 
tion :*\  (though  I  confefs  I  know  of  no  infult  offered  to  tlie  Britifli 
nation  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this  war.)     Or  they  might 
have  taken  a  very  different  cout fc ;  they  might  have  adopted  the  idea 
of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  is  not  now  a  Member  of 
this  Houfc,  of  whofe  great  genius  and  diftingui(hed  charaiSter,   al- 
though I  have  lately  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  him  in  poli- 
tical opinion,  I  fhall  never  fpcak  but  in  terms  of  the  higheft  refpeft 
and  admiration.  They  might  have  taken  the  courfc  pointed  out  by 
tjiat  right  honourable  gentleman  *,  who,  by  an  odd  figure  t,  faid : 
*f  We  are  not  fighting  for  the  Scheldt ;  we  are  fighting  for  France ; 
we  arc  fighting  for  the  dcftrud^ion  of  the  greateft  evil  that  ever 
threatened  the  civilized  world,  the  French  revolution ;  wc  are  fight- 
ing for  the  rcftoratxon  of  monarchy  in  France  j  we  are.  fighting  for 
the  re-cftablifliment  oif  regular  government ; — to  reftore  the  emi- 
grants to  tJieir  property,  that  has  been  confifcated :   we  are  fighting 

♦  Mr.  Burke. 

■    jf.  The  figure,  which  Mr.  Fox  did  not  repeat|  waS|  "A  war  ab^ut 
,    |tc  Scheldt,  a  war  about  a  chamber- pot.'* 


A.  2795.  DEBATES.  xoi 

for  the  French  nation  againil   the  French  Convention-^not  for 
weakening  France  and  aggrandizing  Great  Britain :  we  are  fighting 
for  our  own  conftitution — our  monarchy — our  laws — our  religion 
—our  property ;  for  unlefs  monarchy  be  reftorcd  in  France,  mo- 
narchy will  not  be  fafe  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  his  Majcfly  will 
not  be  Cife  upon  his  throne  ;  unlefs  their  property  be  reftored  to  the 
emigrants,   the  property  of  every  man  in  this  Houfe  is  infccure.*' 
When,   I  fay,  his  Majefty*s  Miniftcrs  determined  on  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  war,  they  fhould  have  made  choice  of  one  or  other  fide 
of  this  alternative,  each  of  which,  as  I  have  juft  dated,  would 
have  had  its  inconveniencies.-^If  you  had  chofen  the  former,   and 
iaid,  **  In  going  to  war  with  France,  we  wifh  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  nature  of  her  government — we  are  totally  indifferent 
about  her  internal  fituation,  and  only  fight  to  compel  her  to  make 
atonement  for  infults  offered  to  us  ;** — it  would  have  been  attended 
with  this  inconvenience,  you  would  have  had   no  pretence  for  ex- 
pecting the  afliftance  of  any  Frencli  emigrants,  or  of  infurgents  in 
any  part  of  France,  excejK  in  as  far  as  by  refitting  the  Convention^ 
and  endeavouring  to  promote  their  own  views,,  they  might,  without 
intcndir^  it,  facilitate  the  accompHQiment  of  yours.     You  would 
have  had  no  claim  upon  the  inhabitants  of  La  Vendee,  of  Britany^ 
Lyons,  Marfeilles,  or  any  other  place  where  hatred  of  the  Conven- 
tion provoked  infurredion  ;  becaufe  neither  with  them  nor  with  the 
French  emigrants  would  you  have  had  any  common  caufc,  nor  could 
you- have  been  ufiderfiood  to  ofl^er  them  prote<3ionr     You  would 
lave  had  no  right  to  look  for  the  co-operation  of  thofe  powcn^^ 
whofc  object  was  the  reftoration  of  Louis  XVII.  to  the  throne  of 
his  anccftors.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  you  would  have  had,  what, 
in  my  opinion,  would  have  fully  compcnfatcd  all  thefe  difad vantages 
—You  would  have -quarrelled  whh   France  on  equal  terms,  and 
fought  with  her  upon  known  principles.     Fnincc  could  not  then 
have  made  the  efforts  flie  has  made.      If  you  had  fct  out  with  the 
recognition  of  the  French  republic,  and  declared  that  you  wifhcd 
to  have  no  concern  with  her  internal  affairs,  - 1  alk  you  this  qucftion 
—Can  you  imagine  it  would  have  been  poffiblc  for  France,  in  con- 
fcqucnce  of  enthutiafm  or  terror,  or  of  both  combined,  to  have; 
nifed  and  fupported  fuch  immenfe  armies,  whofe  'vigour  and  exer- 
tions have  aflonifhed  Europe?  Xould  terror  have  compelled  fuci 
«mions  and  fuch  facrifices,  when  the  people  of  France  knew 
fert  they  were  only  fighting  for  the  Scheldt  or  Brabant,  or  fome 
ifland  in  the  Weft-Indies  r   Do  you  think  it  poffiblc,  if  fuch  had 
been  the  object  of  the  war,  for  you  to  have  raifcd  up  againft  yon 
What  has  been  emphatically  called,  arid  emphatically  fdt,  an  arriiccj 
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nation  ?   Would  the  Convention  have  been  able  to  perfuade  tfacnr 
that  they  were  fighting  for  their  liberties,  their  lives,   for  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  the  heart  of  man  ;  that  they  had  no  choice  but 
viSory  or  death,  when  they  were  clearly  and  diftinfUy  told  by  us, 
that  the  whole  contcft  Was  about  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  and 
the  fecurity  of  Holland  ?   But  when  the  whole  people  of  France, 
in  confcqucnce  of  the  declarations  of  Great  Britain,  were  convinced 
that  their  future  government,  and  their  very  exiftencc  as  an  mde- 
pendcnt  nation  were  attacked,  then  they  began  to  roufe  thcmfclvcs  ; 
then  they  began  to  unite  in  defence  of  what  they  conceived  to  be 
their  juft  rights  and  liberties  ;   and  under  the  influence  of  this  con- 
viAion  it  was  that  they  produced  thofe  eflfc6ls  which  have  aftonUhcd 
the  world,  and  which  are  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  nations. 
If  Great  Britain  at  the  outfet  of  the   war  had  clearly  convinced 
France,  that  her  only  cbjc£l  was  the  protedion  of  her  allies  and 
the  vindication  of  her  own  honour,  no  fuch  effedls  could  poflibly 
have  been  produced.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  aid  of  the  French 
emigrants  and  infui^ents  in  France  had  been  thought  an  advantage 
fuperior  to  all  this,  you  might  have  taken  the  other  part  of  the  al- 
ternative, and  faid,  *'  Our  obje6V  in  going  to  war  is  to  eftablifli  a 
regular  form  of  government  in  France."     The  inconvenience  here 
would  have  been,  that  from  the  very  moment  of  making  this  de- 
claration, you  woufd  have  had  united  againft  you  every  republican 
in  France,  in  that  vigorous  way  in  which  you  now  fee  them  united. 
You  would  have  perfuaded  them,  as  you  have  done,  that  they  had 
no  other  chance  for  liberty,  than  by  uniting  as  an  armed  nation, 
with  aftivity  and  vigour.     If  you  had  faid  at  the  outfet,  "  We 
viiQx  not  to  difmember  France ;  we  wifli  not  to  partition  her  terri- 
tory ;  we  wi(h  not  to  weaken  or  diminifh  her  power,  or  to  aggran- 
dize Great  Britain  at  her  expence :  our  fole  objedt  is,  to  reftorc  to 
licr  the  blcffings  of  a  regular  government,  and  to  good  citizens  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  property.'*     In  that  cafe  you  would 
have  had  this  advantage— every  emigrant  from  France  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  would  have  felt  in  common  with  the  Britifh  caufc. 
Every  French  Icyalift  would  have  felt,  and  would  have  gone  hand 
and  heart  widi  the  Britifh  nation :  even  fuch  republicans  as  difliked 
the  fj'ftcm  of  terror,  more  than  they  difliked  monarchy,  would  have 
exerted  thcmfclves  in  your  favour.     You  would  then  have  had  a 
fair  opportunity  of  trying  the  queftion — "  what  were  the  fentiments 
of  the  people  of  France  with  refpeft  to  the  revolution  ;  and  whe- 
ther a  majority  of  the  nation  wilhed  for  a  monarchy  or  a  repub- 
lic V*     You  would  have  reared  a  ftandard  to  which  Frenchmen  who 
loved  their  country  migh^  repabr.     Now,  by  indulging  the  childift) 
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koipc  of  gaining  the  advantages  of  each  fide  of  the  alternative,  you 
have  gained  the  advantages  of  neither  :   you  have  loft  the  advan- 
tages of  both.     How  could  it  be  other«ufe  r    When  you  took  Va- 
leiKJenncs,  inftcad  of  taking  it  for  Louis  XVII.  you  took  poffcflion 
of  it  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Francis.     When  Conde  fur- 
rcndercd,  yoa  did  the  fame  thing.     When  Mentz  furrcndercd,  the 
garrifon  was  difmiffed  to  be  employed  againft  the  royalifts.  of  La 
Vendee.     Was  it  pofliblc  for  any  man  to  be  fo  ignorant,  as  to  doubt 
T\hat  your  intentions  were  ?  How  then  was  it  poflible  for  you  to 
f'jppofe  that   your  conduft  would  produce  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Fnncc,  an  efFeft  different  from  what  it  has  done  r    When  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jer\'is  took  Martinique,  Guadaloupc, 
and  the  reft  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  did  they  take  pof- 
fcfifion  of  them  for  Louis  XVII.  ?    No !  but  for  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  not  to  be  reftored  to  France  when  monarchy  and  regular 
govcrnnjent  (hould  be  reftored,  but  to  be  retained  as  conquefts,  if 
the  chance  of  war  fhould  leave  them  in  our  hands.     While  fuch 
vas  our  oonduci  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  could  it  be  hoped  that 
any  French  emigrant,  whofe .  fituation  w* as   not  dcfperate  indeed, 
vould  join  us  ;  or  tliat  all  who  were  lovers  of  their  country  nriorc 
than  lovers  of  royalty,  would  not  be  our  enemies  ?    To  attend  to 
juilicc  is  in  all  cafes  peculiarly  important ;  and  the  love  of  country 
is  a  motive  fo  powerful,  as  to  be  often  ufed  as  a  pretext,   even  by 
^idk  who  do  not  feel  it.     The  royalifts  of  La  Vendee,  of  Britany, 
and  other  places,  tocJc  the  field,  and  held  out  long  and  bravely ; 
but  what  could  they  fay  to  the  people  of  France  r — what  could  they 
put  in  their  manifeftoes,  of  equal  wcigJit  with  the  addreflcs  from  the 
Convention?  They,  might  fay,  "  If  we  conquer,  the  French  mo- 
narchy will  be  reftored  ;  but  it  will  be  reftored  with  the  territory  of 
France  curtailed  and  diminiQied,  one  third  of  it  perhaps  divided 
amo!^  rival  powers,  and  we  may  lofc  our  rank  and  fituation  in  the 
Dumber  of  nations."     The  Convention  could  fav,  "  If  v.*c  con- 
<l'Jer,  the  French  republic  will  remain  entire,  a  great  and  indepen- 
dent nation,  triumphant  over  all  the  powers  who  have  confederated 
againft  her  liberties."     With  fuch  difcouragemcnts  on   the  one 
liand,  and  fuch  flattering  profpefts  on  the  other,  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  any  confiderablc  number  of  emigrants,  or  of  French- 
men of  any  defcription,  would  conneft  their  own  caufe  with  that 
of  die  allies  r  Wc  have  fo  (huffled  in  our  profeflions,  and  have 
l*cn  guilty  of  fuch  duplicity,  that  no  defcription  of  Frenchmen 
^iU  flock  to  our  ftandard.     It  was  a  fatal  error  in  the  commencc- 
iDcnt  of  the  war,  that  we  did  net  ftate  clearly  how  far  wc  meant 
p  enter  ifito  the  caiifc  of  the  Frei^clj  emigrants — and  how  far  t» 
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conneft  purfelvcs  with  powers  who,  from  their  previous  conduct, 
might  well  be  fufpc<5cd  of  other  views  than  that  of  rcftoring  mo- 
narchy in  France.     It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  we  could  iiot  be 
certain  in  the  firft  inftance  how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  interfere 
in  the  internal  afFairs  of  France  ;  that  we  muft  watch  events,  and 
a<5t  accordingly.     By  this'  want  of  clearncfs  with  refpeft  to  our  ul- 
timate Intentions,  we  have  loft  more  than  any  contingency  could 
ever  promifc.     All  obfcurity  ought  to  have  been  removed,  and  you 
ought  to  have  clearly  and  diftindtly  adopted  one  or  other  fide  of  the 
alternative  I  have  ftatcd.     Every  place  was  not  taken  for  the  allies. 
It  was  underftood  by  thofe  who  furrendered  Touhn  to  Lord  Hood, 
that  he  accepted  it  on  this  condition — that  he  was  to  adhere  to  the 
conftitution  of  1789.     Whether  Miniilers  intended  to  obfervc  that 
conditicn  I  know  not ;  but  in  their  fubfequent  pablications  they 
gave  realbn  to  hope  that  they  did.      In  their  declarations  they  offered 
peace  and  proted^ion  to  all  well-difpofcd'  Frenchmen,  who  (hould 
join  in  rclloring  monarchy,  without  fpecifying  what  kind  of  mo- 
narchy  *.     Have  you  fulfilled  that  pfomife  ?    What  kind  of  pro- 
teftion  have  you  afforded  to  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  reftorc  mo- 
ilarchy  ?  Have  not  the  royalifts,  for  want  of  aififtancc,  or  encou- 
ragement, been  obliged,  however  reludantly,  to  fubmit  to  the  laws 
of  tlie  republic  ?   If  the  allies  had  been  fighting  either  for  France, 
or  againft  France,  what  (hould  have  been  their  eondu<ft  towards  La 
Fnyette  and  Doumourier  ?  The  fcizure  of  La  Fayette,  by  the  Au- 
ffvians,  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and  their  treatment  of 
him  muft  damn  their  fame  to  all  eternity,  and  render  their  flame  an 
object  of  univerfal  exccraiion.     They  found  him,  and  the  compa- 
nions of  his  misfortune,  not  at  the  head  of  an  army,  or  in  arms, 
and  took  them  againft  all  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war— not  to 
be  treated  as  prifoncrs  of  war,  but  as  prifoncrs  to  be  configned  to  a 
dungeoil.  ,  If  the  allies  were  fighting  againft  France,  furely  they 
ought  not  to  have  treated  as  criminals,  generdls  coming  over  to 
tliem  fix)m  tlic  enemy.     Dumourier  came  over  when  he  thought 
he  had  great  power  with  his  army.     That  power  turned  out  ro  be 
much  lefs  than  he  had  imagined  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  that  a  man 
who  had  ferved  his  country  with  fo  much  reputation,  with  fo  much 
ability  and  fuccefs,   fhould.not  have  had  a  confiderable  party  in  it. 
How  was  he  treated  ?  When  diey  found  that  he  could  not  bring 
along  with  him  fo  great  a  portion  of  his  army  as  they  expefted, 
after  having  extolled  his  virtue  t,  at  the  moment  when  he  had'ren- 

*  See  Debrctt*s State  PapcR,  Vol.  L  p.  116,  X17,  x^  135,  &C| 
f  S:c  Dcbrctt'j  Slate  Papers,  VoKL  p.  no,  % 
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dcrcd  his  virtue  at  Icaft'  doubtful,'  they  drove  him  from  tlicm  a 
v.anicring  fugixive,  as  if  they  had  pafled.a  decree  exprefsly  forbid- 
ding any  French  general  to  abandon  th«  ftandard  of  the  rcpubli<i 
in  future.      By  acting  in  this  manner,  as  iSxvery  well  exprcfled  in 
«  French  pamphlet  I  have  read,   "we  are  more  unaccountable  in 
1  ur  polirical  conduA  tlian  any  of  the  mod  bigoted  religious  fcfls, 
tor  we  even  exclude  converts ;" — which  I  believe  was  never  done 
hv  any  fe<flarifts.     Our  condu<ft  therefore,  in  this  refpc<i^,  is  per- 
fc£Hy  new  :  for  after  DunKHirier  becomes  a  convert  to,  and  efpoufe  J  • 
tj\c  caufc  of  the  alli<;s,  they  rcfufe  to  receive  him*.     But  if  we  and 
( jr  allies  were  'fighting  for  France  againft  the  Convcntit  n,  w*c 
ouglic  to  have  praifed  this  general  as  a  convert,  we  ought  to  have 
received  hini  with  cordiality,  and  held  him  up  as  an  example  for 
iliC  convcrfion  of  otl>ers.     If  we  were  fighting  againft  France,  wc 
fnould  have  confidered  all  Frenchmen  as  enemies>  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  term,  and  not  by  denouncing  vengeance  for  crimes 
committed  in  France,  as  was  done  by  Lord  Auckland,  in  a  paper 
publiihed  at  the  Hague  *,  have  given  ground  for  that  enthuHafm 
of  rcfiftance,  which  inflames  the  minds  of  men  who  conceive  their 
lives  to  be  attacked— an  enthufiafm  which  hais  united  for  commoo 
defence  thofc  who,  in  every  moment  of  refpite,  were  tearing  one 
another  to  pieces,  and  fending  their  opponents  to  the  fcaffold,  when- 
ever they  could  fupplant  them  in  power.      If  the  allies  were  fight- 
ir|;  for  France,  the  reftoration  of  monarchy,  and  regular  govern- 
ment, I  mean  not  to  fay  that  they  (hould  have  granted  impunity  to 
thofe  who  were  more  immediately  Ac  caufc  of  the  murder  of  the 
King ;. — but  thev  ought  not  to  Iiavc  begun  with  thundering  forth  a 
manifcfto  t,  threatening  Paris  with  military  execution,  and  even  to- 
tal dcftrudion  ;  denouncing  vengeance  which  neceifarily  alarmed  all 
men,  as  no  man  was  named  : — a  manifcfto  which  we  cannot  even 
now  endure  to  read,  but  by  contrafting  the  pride  and  cnieliy  of  the 
menace  with  the  impotence  of  the  attempt  at  putting  it  in  execu- 
tion.    If  we  were  fitting  for  France,  we  ought  to  have  aflured 
the  people  of  France  that  we  had  no  views  of  aggrandifement, 
much  Icfs  of  difmembcring  the  kingdom,  or  taking  vengeance  of 
the  inhabitants.     We  oi^ht  to  have  convinced  them  that  we  en- 
tered France,  not  to  conquer,  but  to  reftore  ;  and  the  very  fir  ft  ftcp 
(hould  have  b^en  to  publiftl  a  general  amnefty,  with  feme  exccp* 
tions.,    A  whol^  ruitlon  jnay  be  mifled^  but  cannot  be  all  guilty,  as 
has  been  (aid  by  the  great  man  already  mentioned,  ^<  I  know  not 
how  to  draw  an  indiAment  againft  a  whdle  nation* "  .  Some  cxccp* 

•  Sec  Dcbreti's  State  Papers,  VoL  I.  p.  272. 
+  Sec  Dcbrctt*8  $Qitc  Papers,  Vol.  L  p.  32, 
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tions  to  the  general  amne'fty  might  have  teen  neccffary  ;  but  t'hefc 
ihonld  have  been  mentioned  bf  name,  that  otliers  might  have  had 
nothing  to  fear.    Py  this  mode  of  proceeding,  n»any  perfons  defcrw- 
ing  of  punilhment  might  have  efcaped ;  but  this  would  not  ha^c 
been  fo  bad  as  terrifying  all  the  people  of  France  individually,  by 
indifcriminate  threats.     This  I  conceive  to  be  a  fundamental  error. 
I  would  therefore  have  the  Houfc  go  into  an  inquiry,  that  we  may- 
declare  this  error  to  be  fundamental,  if  fo  it  (hall  appear  to  be ;  that 
wc  may  take  fome  intfclligiblc  ground  for  our  future  conduS  ;  define 
clearly  and  diftinSly  the  objcft  of  the  war,  and  put  the  rcmainii^ 
quarrel  with  France  upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  to  (hew  whether  wc  are 
really  fighting  for  France  as  a  nation,  or  againft  her.     Is  there  a 
man  who  believes  that,  to  define  our  objefl:,  and  to  demaiid  it  of 
the  French  Government,  even  at  the  price  of  recognizing  that  Go- 
vernment (as  far  as  to  negociate  is  a  recognition)  would  render  it  more 
difEcult  to  be  obtained  by  force  of  arms,  if  the  French  Ihould  refufc 
to  grant  it  ?  Does  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  himfclf  believe 
that,  if  the  Convention  were  to  r^fufe  rcafonable  terms  of  peace, 
they  would  be  able  to  call  forth  fuch  extraordinary  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  people  for  continuing  the  war,  as  the  general  perfuafion 
of  the  people  that  they  have  no  alternative  but  conqueft  or  fubjugation 
,  has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  call  forth  ? 

Haying  mentioned  thcfe  great  and  fundamental  errors,  it  is  hard- 
ly neceffary  to  enter  into  thofe  that  are  more  minute.     It  is  almoft 
fuiScient  to  name  them.     If  we  took  poflcflion  of  Toulon,  not 
with  a  view  to  conqueft,  but  with  the  intention  of  fupporting  the 
cai^e  of  Monarchy  in  France,  it  was  the  mo(t  important  ad'/antagc 
we  could  have  obtained,  and  to  the  prefervation  and  improvement  of 
which  all  our  attention  ousiht  to  have  bceft  dircdicd.     Yet  wc  left 
Tpulon  with  a  very  fmall  EngUfli  force,  trufling  its  defence  to  tlie 
aid  of  allies,  who  were  eidier  unable  or  unvriliing  to  defend   it.— 
This  was  faid  to  be  done  for  the  fake  of  an  expedition  againft  the 
French  Weft-India  iflands,  an  expedition  of  much  lefs  importance 
than  the  defence  of  Toulon  ;  and  that  expedition  was  again  crip- 
pled by  colleifling  troops  under  the  Earl  of  Moira  for  a  dcfcent  upon 
-^e  coaft  of  France-— a  dcfcent  for  which  an  opportunity  has  never 
yet  been  found  4  and  ^therefore  Government  has  never  been  able  in 
.a»y  way  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  force  fo  collected.     In  confequencc  of 
,  thjs,  Toulon  was  loft ;  and  ^  number  of  troops  were  fent  to  the 
Woft  Indies,  fufficicnt  tndeed>  through  the  zeal  and  sd)ility  of  the 
oonnnanders,  to  take  the  Ulands,  bat  not  fufficient  to  keep  them. 
Cuadaloupe,  we  know,  is  g6ne  ;  there  is  little  fiope  6(  our  being 
now  in  poiTcflion  of  any  part  of  St.  Bomingo  ;  an(l,\s;e  arc  ferfifom 
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belf^  without  wcll-gnkinded  apprchenficms  for  the  fafety  of  MaitU 
nico  and  tbet>thcr  conquered  iflands. 

With  rcfpcft  to  the  laft  campaign,  our  gr^t  arid  leading  error 
wasy  confidence  in  die  King  of  Pruflia,  in  the  Belgians,  and  in  the 
Dutdu     It  was  evident  a  priori  that  our  confidence  was  ill  founded, 
and  a  fofierisri  it  has  proved  to  be  fo.     We  told  the  people  of  th« 
Auftrian  Netfacilands  that  we  were-  fighting  for  their  religion,  and 
the  people  of  the  United  Provinces,  that  we  were  fighting  for  their 
liberties ;  but  they  did  not  believe  us.     We  forced  the  Dutch  into 
a  war,  which  they  had  no  inclination  to  undertake.     So  early  as 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1793,  I  ftated  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
Dutch  would '  not  demsnd  our  aiTidance.     I  was '  anfwered,  that 
they  dorft  not  demand  it,  but  that  ^lis  was  no  reafon  for  ourwith|> 
holding  it,  and  that,  if  it  was  offered,  they  would  not  refufe  it.— 
I  replied,  that  I  believed  the  cafe  to  be  exadly  the  feverfe,  and 
that  if  you  oficred  your  affiftance,  although  the  Dutch  did  notdcfirc 
it,  yet  they  durfl  not  refufe  it.     lalfo  find,  at  an  early  period  df 
the  war,  the  people  of  Friezeland  putting  up  their  prayers  to  Al- 
mi^ty  God,  to  deliver  them  from^this  war,  into  which  they  had 
been  plunged  by  their  allies*     All  that  has  happened  fince  has  con- 
firmed my  opinion.     While  we  wcr^  fighting  in  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
therlands, the  Dutch  gave  us  but  feeble  and  reluftant  aid.    When 
we  were  driven  out  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  an^  the  United 
Pnwinccs  were  to  be  defended,  the  Dutch,  inftead  of  rifing  in  a.  ' 
mafs  to  defend  them,  joined  in  wdcoming  the  French.     We  ought 
to  have  known  beforehand,,  that  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces 
tidied  not  to  be  defended  by  us,  and  therefore  were  not  to  be  con- 
fided in  as  allies.     We  ought  to  have  adopted  one  of  two  courfes  ; 
^e  (hauld  either  have  withdrawn  our  mifchievous  and  opprellive 
protcdion,  and  faid  to  the  Dutch,    "  Defend  yourfelves  ;**  or  wc 
ihould  have  taken  pofieffion  of  the  country  with  an  army,  and  de- 
fended it  like  a  conquered  province. 

When  I  look  to  the  naval  part  of  the  campaign,  I  find,  tliat 
the  captures  made  by  the  enemy  are  greater  than  they  were  ever 
known  to  be  in  any  former  war  ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  our  trade^ 
has  increafed  in  the  fame  proportion.  By  documents,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  tDlerably  corred,  it  appears,  that  in  the  fccond  year 
Jttcr  France  joined  in  the  American  war,  the  number  of  fliips  cap- 
twcd  by  France,  Spain,  and  America  was  499.  How  many  of 
thefe  were  taken  by  Spain,  V  do  not  know  ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
nearly  one  half  of  them  were  taken  by  the  Americans.  In  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  this  war,  when  we  have  France  alone  to  contend  with, 
^e  number  of  (hips  belongii^  to  Great  Britain  which  have  been 
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captured  by  France  amount!  to  86o»     Until  I  hear  diis  eictraor- 
djnary  diiTerence,  under  circumflances  fo  much  leTs  unfavourable 
than  thofe  of  the  period  to  which  I  have  alluded,  accounted  for;    I 
mud  conclude  that  there  has  been  a  great  dcfeA  in  the  naval  admi- 
'niftration  of  this  country  ;  cither  that  we  have  not  had  a  fufBcicnt 
naval  force,  or  that  Miniftcrs  have  not  well  applied  it.     His  Ma- 
jcfty's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  January  1794,    laid  the  ground 
of  moft  forcible  aiguments  for  inquiry.     That  fpecch,  in  rccafatu- 
lating  tlic  advantages  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  allied  Powers,   as 
the  pledge  and  earneft  of  (till  greater  advantages,  alnioft  exprefely 
aflured  us  of  the  empire  of  the  fea.     Oh  !  the  little  forcfight  tif  pre- 
fumptuous  men !    Oh !  the  fallacy  of  human  hope  !  Every  pledge 
of  fucccfs,  every  topic  of  confolation,  held  out  to  us  in  that  fpcech, 
is  now  converted  into  a  circumftance  of  defeat,  into  an  argunrutit 
for  dcfpair !  "  The  United  Provinces,"  we  were  told,  •*  have  been 
prDtc£ted  from  invafion  ;  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  have  been  reco- 
vered and  maintained  ;  places  of  conliderable  importance  have  been 
acquired  on  the  frontiers  of  France ;  an  important  and  decilivc  blow 
has  been  given  to   their  naval  power ;  at  fea  our  fuperiority  has 
been  undifputed,  and  our  commerce  fo  effedually  protcded,  that 
the  loiles  fuftaincd  have  been  inconfidcrable,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent^ and  to  th^  captures  nmde  on  the  contraded  trade  of  the  ene- 
my."    Yet  in  tl\e  courfc  of  a  year,  u(hered  in  with  fo  mudi  pro- 
mifc,  our  fuperiority  at  fea  has  been  difputcd  ;  after  a  fccond  nwrc 
important  and  deciiive  blow  given  to  the  enemy's  naval  power,  the? 
have  been  maftcrsof  the  fea  for  two  mondis,  and  860  of  our  ihips 
have  been  taken.     Every  hope  and  cxpcdhition  held  out  by  that 
fpeech  is  now  completely  gone.     There  is  not  one  fingte  ground 
ftated  by  the  King  with  refpedl  to  the  probable  good  events  of  the 
war  which  has  not  been  entirely  done  away.     We  have  loft  the 
fortreffcs  on  the   French   frontfers.     We  have  loft  the  Auftrian 
Nedierlands.     We  have  loft   Holland  ;  and  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land has   been  greatly   injured.     It  is   not  the  change  of  one 
man  ;  it  is  not  the  change  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
will  make  fatisfaftion  for  the  injury  fuftaincd  by  our  commerce.     I 
obferve  likewife,  that  fmcc  the  commencement  of  the  prcfcnt  war, 
the  re- captures  do  not  bear  a  greater  proportion  to  the  ftiips  taken 
.    than  they  did  in  the  American  war,  when  Great  Britain  had  fo 
many  different  nations  againft  her.     Are  thefe,  or  arc  they  not, 
good  grounds  for  inquiry  ?   For  what  purpofe  do  gcndemen  think 
they  were  fcnt  to  this  Houfc  ?  Do  they  believe  they  were  fent  here 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  yoting  taxes,  as  was  too  often  the  cafe  with 
•  Sec  Dcbrctt's  State  Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  456. 
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the  Parliaments  of  the  ancient  Kings  of  this  cauntiy  ?  or  as  a  Na^. 
tional  Council  to  fee  that  the  Executive  Government  is  not  on)y 
incofTupe,  but  judicious  ?   It  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  after 
the  flnemorable  iirft  of  June,  v:c  (hould  be  mailers  ot  the  fea ;  but  ' 
we  have  no  rcafon  to  boaft  of  the  manner  in  which  we  have  im- 
proved that  vi6h>iy.     Our  fleet  came  into  port  in  November,  and 
the  French  fleet  put  to  fea  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  ours  was  returned.-^ 
So  little  foreHght  or  exertion  was  difplayed  in  preparing  our  fleet  for 
fea  again,  that  it  could  not  go  out  till  late  in  January ;  and  thus 
ftir  two  months  the  French  were  maders  of  the  fea,  and  your  fleets 
of  merdiantmen,  and  even  troops  embarked  for  important  foreign 
fcrviccs,  -were  blocked  up  in  your  ports,     I  (hall,  perhaps,  be  told, 
"  Tliat  our  fleet  cannot  be  always  out/'     I  fay,  that  under  proper 
management,  a  great  part  of  it  always  might  be  out.     But  were 
two  months  neceflary  ?  Will  any  man  contend  that  it  might  not 
hzve  been  ready  in  lefs  than  two   months,  during  great  part  of 
which  time  it  was  known  thirt  the  French  fleet  was  out  ?  ^  There 
W2S  even  a  rumour,  that  after  the  fhips  were  ready  for  fea,  they 
were  detained  for  want  of  bifcuit  and  other  proviiions,  which  it  be- 
came neceflary  to  fend  by  land  carriage.     How  true  thcfc  reports 
may  be  I   know   not ;  but   they  have   been  generally  circulated 
and  generally  believed,    which  is  a  fufiicient  rcafon  why   )'ou 
(hould  inquire,  that  their  truth  Or  falfchood  may  be  afcertaioed.— 
tvery  one  of  the  circumftances  I  have  mentioned  calls  aloud  for  in- 
^wj,  uolefs  the  Mem.bers  of  this  Houfe  be  prepared  to  fay  that 
our  prefent  circumdances,  the  prefef^t  fituation  of  the  country,  are 
^  ^^^y  and  fo  profperous,  as  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  dili- 
gence and  ability  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  ;  that  they  have  fleered 
us  fo  fleadily,  and  piloted  us  fo  wifely,  that  wc  ought  to  repofe  im- 
plicit confidence  in  them  without  inquiry,  and  deliver  over  to  them 
ill  the  fufv5lions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Can  Miniftcrs  thcm- 
fdvcs  fiate  any  ground  why  this  Houfe  ought  to  repofe  in  them  any 
confidence  whatever,  much  lefs  fuch  extraordinary  confidence  as  this  r 
Will  they  fay  that  their  adminiflration  of  the  war  has  been  fuccefsful, 
w  that  the  ftate  of  the  country  is  profperous?   I  am*  not,  I  hope,  a 
man  to  give  to  ftccefs  more  credit  than  is  due  to  it ;  1  hope  I  can 
itvcTcnce  unfuccelsfui  wifdom  ;  my  own  life  has  not  been  fuch  as  to 
lead  me  to  think  that  fuccefs  fliould  be  confidcred  as  the  criterion  of 
wifdom.     Let  the  Minlftcr  fay  that  tlie  calamities  >vhich  have  be- 
&llcn  the  country  hiVe  b'^en  the  immediate  ad^s  of  God  j  that  they 
^\'t  been  thunder  florms  and   tempefts,  where  human  prudence 
ccnJd  avail  us  nothing.     But  let  him  not  fay  tliat  Great  Britain  is 
ticclining  in  every  quarter  ;  that  flie  has  been  reduced  in  her.  re- 


no  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 


fourccs,  from  a  ftatc  of  unexampled  profpcrltjr ;  that  all  her 
tions,  and  the  moft  lavifh  profuiion  of  treafure  and  of  bkxxly  hatve 
availed  her  nothing  ;  and  yet  deny  to  this  Houfe.  the  pn^iety  of  an 
inquiry,  todifcbver,  ifpoflible,  the  fource  of  fuch  a  train  of  mis* 
fortunes.     In  fuch  a  cafe,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Member  of  rhit 
Houfc— of  the  friends  of  Miniftcrs   thcmfelves,  to  give  up  their 
private  confidence  and  to  promote  inquiry.     If  they  find  that  Mi- 
nifters  have  been  purfuing  an  impradticable  objcdt,  or  endeavouring 
to  obtain  it  by  inadequate  means,  they  will  then  know  how  to  apply 
the  remedy.     They  may,  if  they  pleafe,  even  after  finding  that 
Minifters  haive  been  wrong,  grant  them  a  new  Icafe  of  their  confi- 
dence ;  but  they  will  firft  point  out  to  them  their  error,  and  give 
them  wholefome  advice  fur  their  future  conduft.      If,  on  the  otl;cr 
hand,  they  find  that  Miniftcrs  have  been  puriuing  wife  ends  by-  wife 
means  ;  that  although  their  fuccefs  has    not  hitherto  corrcfponded 
with  their  prudence,  they   have  neither  been  deficient  in  indufhy 
nor  fkill :  they  may  fay,   with  fatisfadion  to  thcmfelves  and  their 
conftituents,  **  We  will  continue  our  confidence  in  thefe  Miniftcrs, 
they  have  dcferved  fuccefs  if  they  have  not  obtained  it,  and  perfe- 
Tcrance  will  overcome  the  malignity  of  fortune."     But  until  \vc  go 
fairly  into  this  inquir)',  we  cannot  diffemble  that  mankind  will  and 
muft  continue  to  fufpedt  thai  the  conduct  of  Miniftcrs  has  not  been 
fuch  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  that  it  has  been  erroneous  in  fome 
way  or  other. 

Sir,  cxhaufted  as  I  feel  myfclf,  and  long  as  I  have  already  trcf- 
paifed  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  I  muft  pafs  over  in  filcnce  many 
points  which  are  nearly  connedied  with  the  general, ftatement,  and 
which  would  call  powerfully  on  this  Houfe  t)  enter  into  an  inquiry 
on  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  But  although  I  conceive  I  have  already 
ftated  fuflicient  ground  for  going  into  fuch  an  inquiry  on  all  tlie 
queftions  more  immediately  connected  with  the  war,  there  is  yet 
one  fubje^ft  fo  clofely  conneded  with  the  profecution  of  it  in  one 
point  of  view,  that  before  I  fit  down  I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  a 
few  obfervations  upon  it — I  mean  the  preicnt  fituation  of  the  fiftcr 
kingdom.  The* Houfe  will  do  me  the  lionuur  to  recoiled^,  that, 
very  much  againft  the  inclination  of  the  majority  of  this  Houfe,  of 
the  Public,  of  my  own  conftituents,  and  even  of  my  moft  intimate 
friends,  I  formerly  h  iraffcd,  and,  if  yoi  plcafe,  tcafcd  this  Houfe, 
Kvith  a  variet)'  of  confi derations,  and  with  dificrent  queftions  which 
you  were  unwilling  to  hear.  I  perfcvcrcd  obftinately,  however, 
not  becaufe  I  had  any  pcrfonal  fatisfadtion  in  doing  fo,  when  the 
Houfe  was  not  difpofed  to  liften  to  me,  but  becaufe  I  thought  that 
at  the  outfet  of  die  war,  it  was  my  bounden  duty  to  lay  before  this 
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Houfc  diofc  circumftanccs  trhich,  as  appeared  to  me,  ought  to  have 
(iifani raged  us  from  entering  upon  it.      I  felt  no  plcafurc  in  nddrcT- 
f:rg  rhofc  arguments  to  unwilling  ears,  for   I   arti  not  dcfirous  of 
imitating  the  example  of  Cardanus,  an  author  whofc  works.  Sir, 
may  poflibly  not  be  verj'  familiar  to  you,  although  you  arc  a  learned 
Iran,  as  they  are  now  but  little  read.     This  author  fays,  "  Nun- 
q^/nn  Ubetitius  bqucr  qucm  cum  quod  kquor  aiulitjrihus  difpUcet"      I 
(poke  from  no  fuch  motive,  neither  did  I,  like  Cardaaus,  perfcvcrc 
the  more  obftinately  as, I  perceived  I  was  heard  more  unwillingly. 
Sir,  I  perfcvered  becaufe  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  perfevere ;  an«I, 
among  other  things,   I  ftated,  as  difcouragcments  for  going  on  with 
the  %var,  that  the  Auflrian  Netherlands  could  hot  be  retained,  while 
the  fubje^ls  of  His  Imperial  Mijefly  were  difafFccled  to,  and  even 
hated,  his  Government ;  that  Holland  could  not  be  defended,  be- 
caufe the  Dutdi  had  been  forced  into  the  war  againft  ihcir  inclination, 
j^nd  did  not  wifli  to  defend  it ;  and  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  had 
dearly  proved,  by  hts  'conduft  in  the  firft  campaign,  that  Great 
firitain  and  her  allies  ought  not  to  depend  upon  him.      I  was  then 
told  that  my  fpecch  was  a  grofs  libel  upon  the  chara<3crs  and  conduCl 
of  all  our  aitual  and  all  our  pofiible  allies. — But,  Sfr,  if  it  was  a. 
libel,  experience  has  fhcwa  that  it. was  true,  which,  according  to 
the  common  do<Srine  of  lawyers,  docs  not  make  it  lefs  a  libel ;  and 
1  hope  that,  as  far  ^s  concerns  its  truth,  it  will  go  down  to  pofterity 
a  cofivicted  libel.      I  then  alfo  touched  upon  fomc  dangers  which  I 
apprehended  with  refpedt  to  Ireland.      I  was  told,  *'  Touch  not 
upm  Ireland,  that  is  a  fubjed  too  delicate  for  difcufflon  in  this  Houfc, 
This  Houfc/'  it  was  faid,  "  has  nothing  to  do  with  Ireland.     Ire- 
hnd  has  a  Parliament  of  her  own,  and  will  take  care  of  herfejf." 
To  that  I  then  anfwered,  as  I  (hall  do  tiow  ;  that  when  a  Britifh 
Hoofeof  Commons,  as  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  is  advifing 
the  King  upon  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance  as  peace  or  war,  they 
otight  to  extend  their  confideration  to  all  the  moft  ^material  parts  of 
the  empire  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  furely  it  is  unncceffary  to  ftate  that 
Irdind  is  a  moft  important  part  of  His  M  ijefty's  dominions,  as  fur- 
tiithing  great  rcfources  of  men  for  the  army  and  t^ie  navy  in  time  of 
war.     Without  the  affiftance  of  Ireland,  we  can  never  be  fecurc  in 
peace,  and  widiout  her  afliftarKc  we  cannot  be  fucccfsful  in  war. 
The  identity  of  her  Conftitution,  and  her  being  under  the  fame 
Executive  Government,  make  Ireland  a  conftant  obje£l  of  attention^ 
from  which  wc  may  derive  information  with  regard  to  the  King's 
Miniftcrs,  to  which  we  may  look  for  examples  to  be-  imitated,  or 
errors  to  be  avoided.     Ireland  has  always  been  confidered  as  an  ob- 
jed  of  obfervation  to  whieh  it  is  our  duty  to  look.    I  faw  formerly 
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certain  prejudices  in  that  country  which  would  throw  inuch  difficultr 
in  the  way  of  the  Roman  Catholics  getting  all  they  aikcd,  and  all 
that  jufticc  required  they  (hould  have,  as  fubjeds  of  the  fame  Con- 
ftitution,  viz.  equality  of  rights  with  every  other  fubjcdl.  llicrc 
had  fprung  up  in  that  country  a  ftrangc  jargon  of  what  is  called  a 
proteftant  afcendancy,  as  if  ff.ch  a  thing  as  a  religious  afcendancr 
ought  to  take  place  in  politics.  Miniftcrs,  fomc  time  ago,  got  over 
the  difficulty  in  part,  and,  although  not  in  a  way  calculated  to  gain 
much  rcfpeiSl,  conciliated  the  affeclionsof  thcCathjlicsfor  the  time. 
This,  ho\ycvcr,  was  not  the  only  fubjcdl  of  complaint.  Xhcrc 
were  other  abufes  in  Ireland,  of  which  the  people  did  bitterly  com- 
plain ;  and  when  the  coalition  took  place,  in  July  laft,  however 
much  L  might  lament  that  event,  I  certainly  did  think  it  might  pro* 
duci  tliis  good  efFciS,  that  the  corrupt  Adminiftration  of  Ireland  would 
be  radically  reformed,  and  that  poflibly  us  much  might  be  gained  to 
liberty  there  as  fecmed  to  be  loft  to  it  here.  That  wa<i  in  (aSt  near 
being  the  cafe,  when  all  of  a  fuddcn  things  took  a  difFcrcnt  turn. 

Without  entering  into  the  queftion — Who  is  to  blame?  I  aft 
the  King's  Minifters,  and  defy  them  to  give  me  any  anfwer  but  onc^ 
whether  Ireland  is  not  at  prcfent  in  a  ftatc  of  irritation  r  whether 
ihe  is  not  in  a  ftatc  of  danger  ?  And  if  ftic  is  in  fuch  a  fituatlon  ds 
to  give  juft  caufc  of  alarm  to  every  friend  of  the  country,  whether 
this  ftate  has*  not  been  occafioncd  folely  by  His  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  r 
Some  people  may  fay,  "  It  is  owing  to  the  Minifters  Here :" — otlacrs 
— "  to  the  Minifters  there."  But  I  defy  any  man  to  fay  that  the 
prcfent  ftatc  of  that  country — ^whether  it  be  owing  to  the  Duke  vf 
Portland  I  know  not — whether  it  be  owing  to  the  right  honourable 
pentlcman  oppofite  to  me,  or  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  I  know  not— 
But  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  impn)pet 
conduct  of  the  King's  Minifters.  Let  Minifters  tlicmfclves  explain, 
and  point  out  to  the  Public  diofc  individuals  on  whom  they  fay  blame 
ought  to  attach ; — but  let  them  deny  this  fedt  if  tivy  can :  that  the  ' 
prefent  irritated  ftate  of  Ireland  has  arifen  folely  from  the  conduit)  | 
of  Minifters  there  or  in  this  country  ;  although  I  have  little  doubt 
in  my  own  mind  to  which  of  them  it  is  owing.  Earl  Fitxwilliam 
is  fent  over  as  Lord  Lieutenant  to  Ireland,  juftly  popular  from  his 
perfonal  character,  and  more  fo  from  his  conncdion  with  a  part  of 
the  Miniftry  here,  fuppofal  to  be  favourable  to  tJ]e  claims  of  Ire- 
l:md.  He  arrives ;  he  confults  with  men  to  whotn  tlic  people  of 
Ireland  had  been  long  accuftonicd  to  look  up  with  confidence;— 
he  is  adored,  he  is  idolized — he  is  idolized  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  join  vith  him  in  thc-abfurd  cry  of  W^r^ 
N(Jtliing  but  Earl  Fitz.\\  llliam's  popularity,— notliing  but  his  fffi 
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(anal  dnradef »  and  his  conne<9ion  with  diat  part  of  the  Mintftiy 
here,  who  were  fup^xxTed  to  be  friendly  to  the  claims  of  the  peofdb 
of  Ireland,  could  have  induced  them  to  join  m  that  ciy.     What 
ha^jpciiB? — Earl  Fitxwilliam  ftates  from  the  Throne  the  general 
wiihes  of  His  Majefly  fer  carrying  on  the  war ;  that  it  is  intended 
to  give  emancipation  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. — And  al- 
thoc^  it  is  not  ufual  for  His  MajcAy's  fpeech  to  (hte  fpeciiically  the 
topics  to  which  it  recommends  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  yet  this 
the  Lord  Lrteutcnant  dates  in  very  diilinA  terms.  [It  was  intimated 
from  the  Miniderial  fide  of  the  Houfe  that  this  was  not  fo.]     It 
was  (b  underflood  (continued  Mr.  Fox,)  or,  if  you  pleafe,  it  was  fo 
mifondcrftood  in  the  Iriih  Parliament.     They  are  told  that  abufes 
arc  to  be  reformed ;— they  fee  the  mod  refpefted  men  in  the  coun- 
try daily  rifing  up  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  propofb  the  reform 
of  abufes  ;-^they  fee  diofe  meafures  attended  with  fewer  difmiflals 
fiom  office  undoubtedly  than  the  people  could  have  wiflied^  but 
with  die  difnuflal  of  feveral  perfons  known  to  be  connedled  with  the 
old  abufes.     They  confider  all  this  as  the  omen  of  approaching  li- 
berty; and  that  sdl  the  pec^le  of  Ireland,  without  diftindion,  are 
about  fio  enjoy  thofe  rights  and  privileges  to  which  they  are  in  judice 
inddedy  and  which  they  ought  always  to  have  enjoyed.— All  this 
pafies,  day  after  day,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  without  the  lead  op- 
poSdon  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain.  What  follows? 
Great  fupplies  are  called  for  by  His  Majedy  ;  and  the  Iridi  Parlia- 
ment vote  fupplies  exceeding,  in  an  enormous  degree,  any  ever  voted 
in  any  former  period.     The  Irifli,  in  high  expedation  of  the  pro- 
mifed  reform  of  abufes,  with  a  d<^ee  of  imprudence,  not  perhaps 
ftri^y  judifiable  on  the  fober  and  cautious  principle  that  reform  and 
fupply  (hould  go  hand  in  hand  (but  it  is  the  charadler  of  the  nation 
to  be  more  generous  than  prudent,)  granted  the  fupplies  before  the 
promife  was  fulfilled.     The  moment  thefe  enormous  fupplies  are 
granted,  the  cup  is  dadied  from  their  lips,  their  eager  and  excited 
Jiopes  are  bladed,  and  they  are  told,  "  We  have  got  your  money ; 
yon  may  now  feck  for  your- reform  where  you  can."    The  Minidcrs 
^<re  then  quarrel  with  this  popular  Lord  Lieutenant,  this  favourite 
friend  of  their  own,  whofe  perfonal  character  did  more  for  the  coa- 
lition than  the  diaraAers  of  all  the  other  Miniders  united,     I  fay» 
that  the  perfonal  charadler  alone  of  Lord  Fltzwilliam  did  more  for 
the  coalition  than  the  characters  of  the  whole  Cabinet  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  umced  could  do ; — it  made  the  coalition  popular,  becaufe,  from 
his  acccflion  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  pure.     They  give^up,  however, 
this  papular  friend,  whom  but  a  few  months  before  they  had  taken 
more  pains  to  gain  than  all  the  red  who  joined  them  either  then  or 
Vol.  XLI.  Q, 
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aftcrwards.  Even  Earl  Fitxwilliam  they  gave  up  rather  than  that 
Ireland  (hould  receive  from  this  country  the  benefits  to  which  the 
is  in  common  juftice  intitled  ;— ^and  in  the  hopes  of  which  {he  had 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  His  Majefty  fuch  large  and  liberal  fupplics. 

Sir,   I  may  be  told  "  that  this  Lord  Lieutenant  gave  hopes  and 
promifes  which  he  was  not  authorifed  to  give."     To  that  I  anf^cr, 
that  from  my  knowledge  of  him,  I  do  not  believe  it.     But  fuppofc 
it  were  fo ;  what  is  that  to  us  ?  what  is  that  to  this  Houfe  ?    Is  it 
•not  a  matter. of  total  indifference  to  us  where  the  blame  lies  r  Is  nor 
.  Ireland  in  danger  ?  No  man  will  deny  it ;  and  that  is  fufHdent  for 
.my  purpofc.  The  blame  attaches  cither  on  the  Miniftcrs  in  Ireland, 
or  on  the  Miniftcrs  here  ; — and  if  this  Houfe  dees  not  inHitute  r.n 
inquiry,  and  explain  clearly  and  fatisfaftorily  to  the  Public  who  h3< 
.been  the  caufe  of  this  alarming  danger,  we  may  be  refponfiWe    Rt 
the  difmemberment  of  the  Britiih  empire.    It  may  be  fuppofcd  that 
this  is  one  of  thofe  queftions  on  which  I  have  ftrong  perfonal  partial- 
.ties.      I  admit  it.      I  believe  I  (hall  never  be  able  to  diveft  myfclf 
of  them ;  and  I  am  perfedtly  convinced  that  Earl  FitxwiUiam's 
conduft  in  this  particular  inftancc  has  been  agreeable  to  the  uniform 
tenour  of  his  whole  life.      I  firmly  believe  that  he  has  aflcd  fairl) 
and  honourably,  and  agreeably  to  what  was  undcrftood  between  him 
and  his  colleagues  in  the  Britifii  Cabinet : — this  convidtion  is  matter 
of  great  private  fatisfadtion  to  me— but  it  is  nothing  to  the  Public, 
or  to  this  Houfe.     That  great  and  inciipinent  danger  has  been  in- 
curred is  undeniable ;  and  this  Houfe  cannot  rcfufe  to  inquire  into 
the  caufe  of  the  danger,  with  a  view  to  difcover  the  means  of  avcn- 
ing  it,  without  betraying  one  of  its  moft  important  trufts.      I  call 
not  for  tliis  inquiry  to  clear  the  chara<Ser  of  this  or  that  Minillcr, 
in  order  to  attach  blame  to  another.    The  great  duty  of  this  Houfe 
is  to  (hew  to  the  people  of  England,  by  whofq  fault  this  danger  has 
beea  created. 

The  Roman-  Catholics  of  Ireland  make  about  three  fourths  of 
the  people,  and  I  am  happy  to  fee  that  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protcftants  now  only  make  one  party ;— I  do  not  therefore  dread 
any  rupture  between  the. Roman  Catholics  and  the  Proteftants. 
The  parties  now  to  be  dreaded  in  Ireland  are,  on  the  one  hand,  a 
few  [ifcsaple  holding  places  of  great  emolument,  and  fupporting  cor« 
ruptton  and  abufes;— and  on  the  other,  the  Irifli  nation.  The 
Protcfta/its  are  as  tnuch  interefted  in  this  great  bufinefs  of  reform  as 
the  Roman  Catholics.  They  have  but  one  great  common  intercft 
—to  prcfcrve  that  country  againfi  a  cornipt  and  oppreflivc  Admini- 
Oration,  I  no  longer  dread  any  danger  to  Ireland  from  difputcs 
bet^H^ecn  the  Roman  Catholics  and  the  Proteftants. — But  I  dread  HiM 
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the  IrMh  nation,  in  confequcncc  of  the  fupport  of  abiifcs  and  comip- 

ri«n,  may  become  lefs  connefled  with,  and  Icfs  attached  to,  the 

Englifh  nation. — I  dread  the  alienation  of  the  Irifli  people  from. 

the  Englifli  Government.     Many  gentlemen  in  this  country,  who 

hive  not  taken  all  the  pains  they  might  to  examine  into  the  fiibjed, 

may  imagine  that  the  Government  of  Ireland,  bccaufe  confiding  of 

King,  Lords  and  Common*,  nearly  refembles  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Tha!  however  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.     Tlwfe  three  branches  of 

'he  Irifti  Conftitution,  although  the  fame  in  name  M'itii  the  three 

branches  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  differ. materially  in  their  com- 

pofition;— and  the  Government  of  Ireland  varies  in  many  other  re- 

ipcfls  from  the  Government  of  this  country.     I  dare  fay  alfo,  that 

{nmc  gentlemen  know  fo  little  of  what  has  paffcd  in  Ireland  fincc- 

the  year  1793,  as  to  imagine  that  the  Roman  Catholics  are  now' 

nearly  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  Proteftants ;  and  that,  fince  the 

r.h45ve  period,  they  have  fuffered  ho  perfecutions  or  cxclufions.     If 

iiATc  is  any  man  who  thinks  fo,  he  grofsly  deceives  hifnfelf.     But 

pafling  over  thefe  circumftances,  is  it  not  felf-evident,  that  the  dan- 

.ccr  arifing  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland,  has  been  created  by  fome 

of  the  King  s  Minifters  ?  Let  the  Houfe  go  into  an  inquiry,  and 

tiiey  will  clearly  fee  on  whom  punifhment  ought  to  fall.     If  the 

Minifters  in  Ireland  are  guilty,  let  them  be  puniftied :  or,  if  His* 

Majcfty*s  Minifters  here  (which  is  much  more  probable)  have  been 

the  caufe  of  this  irritation,  let  punifhment  fall  upon  them.     If  Earl 

hnwilUam,  raftily  and  wantonly  running  after  popularity,  has  fa- 

orificed  the  real  intcrefts  of  that  countn^  he  defervcs  the  fevereft 

v:nfure,  and  the  moft  rigorous  proceedings  of  this  Houfe  againft 

i  im.     Bur  I  am  confident  that  this  is  not  the  faft.      If  ufon  an 

J'^quiry,  by  this  Houfe,  it  (hall  appear,  that  he  has  been  trifled 

•*i'li,  and  fljufiled  but  of  his  meafures  and  fituation  by  Minifters' 

'-ro,  in  order  to  fcrvc  their  own  bafc  purpofes ;  if  it  fliall  appear 

^^i*t  he  kis  acVed  on  the  principles  of  prudence  and  patriotifm,  and 

th.u  Ijis  Government  was  founded  on  principles  which  tended  to 

irLfcrve  the  connc<3ion  between  the  two  countries,  what  cenfurc, 

^•Kt  punifhment,  can  be  too  fcvere  for  thofe  who  have  been  theau- 

t'K)rsof  fuch  fliuffling  and  of  fuch  duplicity  ?  That  the  whole  blame* 

ii»  this  bufinefs  is  to  be  imputed  to  His  M^jefty's  Minifters,  is  a 

niatta  about  which  no  rfian  living  can  difpurc.     It  may  be  faid, 

perhaps,  that  fome  of  the  King's  Minifters  are  mor^  and  others  kfs 

blimable.      If  that  is  fo,  let  us  go  into  a  Committee,  and  we  (hall 

be  able,  to  afcertain  with  accuracy  the  different  degrees  of  guilt  that 

belong  to  different  individuals.     On  that  ground  it  is  impoflible  to 

rcluic  an  inquiry.         .         .  .  .    .        , 

0.2 
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I  have  now  ncaily  gone  tfarou^  the  dtflS»ent  points*  to  triiich  at 
the  outfet  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  thoi^h  I  have  pur- 
pofely  omitted  many  cirCumiknces  (ionneded  with  the  fiibje<%*  I 
know  it  to  be  a  common  argument  againft  fuch  motions  as  tfus  to 
fay,^  *^  Your  final  obje^  is  the  removal  of  Miniflers ;  why  then  t\o 
you  not  nK)ve  at  once  to  remove  the  King's  miniAerS  ?"  My  an- 
fwer  is,  Becaufe  I  think  we  ought  firTt  to  have  an  inquiry.  At  the 
fame  time  I  candidly  admit  my  opinion  to  be,  that  if  an  inquiry  be 
gone  into»  the  rcfult  mud  be  the  removal  of  His  Majefty's  prrfent 
Miniflers.  On  what  rational  ground  (hould  this  induce  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  oppofe  inquiry  r  Does  any  nruuv 
who  approves  of  continuing  the  war,  hope  for  better  fuccefs  than 
have  hitherto  experienced,  while  it  is  condti£ted  with  the  fame 
nefs  and  folly  ?  Does  any  man  who  wiihes  for  an  end  to  the  war, 
hope  that  His  Majcfty*s  prefent  Minifters-can  obtain  for  this  country 
^  iiife  and  honourable  peace  ?  If,  after  an  inquiry  into  their  pai^ 
Gondu£l,  it  (hall  turn  out  that  they  have  adled  juflly  and  wifely, 
then  let  us  continue  our  confidence  in  them.  But  if  the  oontrary 
ihould  appear,  as  I  fhrongly  fufped  it  will,  then  it-  will  becoofie  tlie 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  call  them  to  an  account,  .perhaps  to  puntfhment. 
This  inquiry,  anxxig  other  advantages  attending  It,  will  difcovcr 
to  the  nation  the  true  caufes  of  all  our  late  failures  and  calamities. 

In  every  undertaking,  there  arc  two  p(Hnt$  to  be  coniidcrcd— 
the  objeA,  and  the  means.  Wife  men  choofe  a  wife  objef),  and 
perfift  in  their  efforts  to  obtnin  it  by  varying  the  means,  the  chjcA 
iltill  the  fame.  The  condudt  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  has  been 
quite  the  reverfe  ^ith  regard  to  the  war.  Day  after  day,  and  mo- 
tion after  motion  has  varied  the  obje(^,  but  they  uniformly  inlift  on 
tlie  fame  means.  Blood,  war,  and  treafure  are  their  means,  how- 
ever they  may  vary  their  objed.  They  have  invariably  perlifled  in 
thefc  means,  and  in  tlie  means  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  of  puttifig 
tjicfe  means  in  execution,  they  have  equally  perfifled.  They  have 
conAantly  avoided  making  a  choice  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
alternative  I  have  fbted.  They  have  roufcd  all  France  againfl  them. 
They  have  gained  no  party  whatever  in  that  country,  becaufe  they 
have  clearly  (hewn  that  they  deferved  the  confidence  of  no  party. 

The  prefent  Aate  of  die  afiairs  of  Ireland  (hews,  that  there  is  no 
part  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  which  the  ftrongeft  traces  of  the  Mini- 
(ler's  mifconduA  are  not  to  be  found.  There  are  fome  occafionS) 
due  would  imagine,  upon  which  Minifters  muft  wilh  to  be  clearly 
underfiood.  But  men  never  get  the  better  of  their  nature.;  and 
whenever  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  oppofitf  to  me  expitfTes 
him(elf,  he  is  differently  underfbod  t^  every  man  who  hears  bim : 
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even  xxfon  tfiofc  occalicMOs  when  he  pretends  to  be  moft  exfdicit,  be 
is  dtfferentty  underftood  by  different  Members  of  tius  Houfc^  by  fait 
ovrn  particular  friends  in  it ;  and  when  he  is  called  upon  to  explain 
himiclf,  he  is  equally  unfortunate*— his  expreiSons  are  flill  ambigu-' 
ous  and  doubtful.  What  has  lately  happened  in  Ireland  i*  a  fsnrther 
proof  of  this ;  for  it  now  turns  out,  that  upon  the  moil  important 
fubjeAs  he  is  not  underilood,  or  rather  he  is  mifunderftood  by  his 
own  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet.     Has  not  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman the  faculty  of  fpecch  ?  It  is  not  furcly  for  want  of  words,  or 
choice  of  exprcfTiony  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  thus  un-» 
intelli^ble.    But,  although  poirelTcd  of  as  great  powers  of  eloquence 
as  erer  belonged  to  man,  he  employs  that  gift,  not  for  the  purpofe 
ibr  which  it  was  conferred,  of  being  clearly  and  diftindtly  underftobd, 
bur  for  the  purpofe  of  being  mifunderftood.     When  in  a  private 
itxjin  with  fome  of  his  new  colleagues,  it  is  impoflfible  for  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fo  to  cxprcfi  himfelf  as  that  they  can  be  cer- 
tain tfacy  undcrftnnd  him.  What  was  faid  of  a  great  man  of  antienf 
times,  is  extremely  applicable  to  the  right  lionourable  gentleman—* 
In  rebus  p^litieisy  nihil  Jimplex,  nihil  afertuniy  nihil  hon^fium.      If 
we  go  into  this  inquiry,  we  (hall  prove  to  our  conftituents  that  we 
are  really  affeded  by  the  ilate  of  the  country,  and  that  we  are  not 
idle  or  ^rgctful  of  our  dutVr     It  is  of  much  importance,  in  this 
moment  of  danger,  that  we  (hould  be  perfeflly  acquainted  with  ouf 
true  (ituation.     Let  us  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  man  to  faj^ 
that  Great  Britain  is  perlifHngin  a  dilaflrous  war,  without  knowing 
^ho  are  her.  allies ';  widiout  inquiring  what  are  the  Caofcs  of  hqr 
failorcs  and  calamities ;  and  that  every  thing  is  gone  except  the  tavat 
of  her  ancient  Confiitution. 

But  whether  a  Committee  tH  Inquuy  is  granted  or  not,  I  (halt 
at  leaft  derive  this  fatisfa^lion  from  having  moved  for  it,  4hat  \ 
fhall  (hew  to  the  people  of  En^and  that  there  are  Aill  (bme  men  in 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  who  anxioufly  wilh  to  have  an  ep^ 
portunity  of  provir^  to  them  what  is  their  real  (ituation,  and  of  d^ 
ing  evay  thing  in  their  power  to  avert,  if  poffiUe,  the  6fdier  ca- 
lamities of  war,  and  efTuiion  of  human  Mood. 

If  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  is  gone  into,  I  (ball  have  occaiion.fe 
move  for  a  number  of  papers,  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  tbecourfe 
of  my  fpeech,  particularly  the  correfponderKC  re^pcAing  Ireland, 
and  which  will  afibrd  diat  information  which  }  conceive  to  be  of  fe 
much,  importance.  At  prefent  I  (hall  ootKlude  with  n«yving» 
''  That  this  Houfe.do  refblve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole* 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  (hCe  of  the  nation." 
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Mr.  ChartccWor  PITT  faid,  that  before  he  proceeded  to  remark 
^n  the  different  topics  introduced  in  the  fpcech  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  would  firft  briefly  call  the  attention  of  die  Houfc     ' 
to  the  only  true  point  of  the  motion  which  had  juft  been  made, 
fwmcly,  the  reference  to  the  prrfmt  fituatinn  of  a  fifter  kingdom 
introduced  by  the  right  honourable  ^cntlcnvan  in  the  conclufon  of  his 
fpcech.      The  other  topics  were  incrcly  a  repetition  of  all  that  had 
been  (b  frequently  advanced  I y  ir.'t  ri^ilit  honmirabac  pentleman  in 
tlie  courfe  of  the  prefcnt  and  tlic  preceding  fcflions.      What  he  had 
rcftcd  uport  as  a  fcparate  and  fubilantive  ground  of  inquiry  was  the 
Itate  uf  politics  in  that  fiftcr  kinjrcloni.   For  however  he  might  have 
enforced  other  topics,  however  his  fpcech  might  have  aflumcd  the 
fiiape.of  an  elaborate  and  able*  diicufi'ion  of  the  pi  ft  and  prefent  firu- 
ation  of  the  country,  it  was  evident  that  it  was  brought  forward  with 
a  view  to  the  difficully  and  enibarralfment  of  the  particular  crifis, 
as  afibrding  a  favourable  opportunity  for  a  miOtion  of  general  inquirj-  ^ 
othcrwifc,  nine-tenths  of  the  fpcech  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, would  have  been  as  applicable  at  any  former  j^riod  of  the 
>  feflion,  as  at  the  prefent  moment.      That  particular  crifis,  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  urged,  as  affording  an  irrefiftiblc 
argument  for  intjuiry,  he  would  contend,  operated  as  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  decifive  objcflion  to  any  fuch  inquiry  being  inftituted.     It 
was  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  how'  far  an  Englifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, (hould  take  up  the  difcuflions,  which  properly  belonged  to  an 
independent  Legiflature.     In  the  peculiar  cireumftances  in  which  he 
fiood,  he  was  fenfible  how  neceflary  it  was  for  liim  to  be  extremely 
oautious  on  the  prefent  occafion.     He  would  not  deny  that  in  what 
had  happened  there  was  much  which  he  liad  to  regret ;  but  he  would 
Tcnturc  boldly  to  flatc  for  himfclf  and  his  colleagues,  that  if  any 
onbarraiTment  had  arifen  in  Ireland,  it  did  not  proceed  from  any 
declaration  fenflioncd  by  them,  committing  His  Majcfty's  Govern- 
ment in  that  country.     He  would  not  now  enter  into  the  queRion, 
(if  that'fhould  ever  come  to  be  difcuffed)  whether  any  blame  attached 
tQ  the  refpedlablc  perfon  at  the  head  of  the  Government.     He  had 
only  thought  neceflary  to  make  an  aflertion  in  juftice  to  himfelf  and 
bis  colleagues,  which  he  would  defy  at  any  future  period  to  be  dif- 
proved.   *  The  greiat  queition  was,  what  advantage  would  arifc  from 
.  the  inveAigarion  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  Would 
he  tdl  him  that  a  moment  of  embarraflment,  irritation,  and  dif- 
quictudc,  was  the  moft  proper  period  to  bring  forward  a  fubjefl  of 
difciiflioji  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  conned^ed  with  all  the  topics 
which  might  influence  the  deeiHon  of  an  independent  Legiilaturc  on 
•bjcdh  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  intcreft  of  both  countries  ? 
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If  it  "was  his  wifli  to  allay  the  fpirit  of  irritation,  which  had  lately 
been  engendered,  and  to  avert  the  mifchicvous  confequenccs  with 
which  it  nnight  be  attended,  unfortunately  his  motion  was  calculated 
to  incrcafe  the  ferment,  and  to  aggravate,  ^  if  not  to  produce,  the 
dangfr.     One  additional  reafon  aiTigncd  why  the  Houfc  fhould  go 
into  this  Committee  of  Inquiry  was,  with  a  view  to  the  termination 
of  the  \n!r.      It  was  rather  fingular  that  fuch  a  reafon  fhould  be 
brought  furvviird  after  the  repeated  declarations  of  that  Houfc  of  their 
intentions  to  profecutc  the  >^ar  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  unani- 
miry,  as  affording  the  mod  rational  profpcdl  of  bringing  it  to  a  de- 
finblc  termination.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  affumed  not 
that  difappointment  and  cmbarraiTment  had  already  come  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  as  to  preclude  any  farther  exertion  on  our  part,  but  that,  if 
fuffcred  to  go  on,  they  might  prociuce  fuch  confequenees  as  would 
difablc  the  country  from  continuing  the  contcft.     On  that  point  he 
had  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  he  exaggerated  the  danger.    He  could 
not,  however,  help  remarking  on  the  mode  of  treating  the  fubje<S 
adopted  by   the  right  honourable  gentleman.     To  hold  out  to  the 
Cadiolics,  that  fuch  might  be  the  effcSs  of  rcfufing  their  claims, 
what  was  it  but  to  produce  the  confeo^uence,  which  hcfcemcd  to 
deprecate?    What  was  it  but  faying  to  them  that  the  bare  circum- 
ftancc  of  calling  thofc  claims  in  queftion,  that  the  delay  interpofed 
in  granting  them  to  their  utmoft  extent,  that  the  hefitating  to  level 
all  thofc  diftin<9^ions  which  had  fo  long  been  eftabliflied,  and  the 
policy  of  not  being  in  too  great  halle  to  heap  upon  them  new  privileges 
in  addition  to  thofc  which  they  had  fo  lately  acquired,  were  to  them 
matters  of  fcrious  and  intolerable  grievance  ?*— What  w^s  it  but  to 
countenance  difcontcnt  under  pretext  of  lamenting  it,  and  to  produce 
danger  by  the  very  means  which  were  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
precaution  ?  What  was  it  but  proclaiming  to  the  enemies  the  em- 
barraffment  and  difficulties  under  which  we  laboured  at  honrie,  a  fort 
of  conduA  by  no  means  calculated  to  diminiih  their  hopes  of  fucceis, 
or  infufc  into  them  new  difpofitions  to  peace  ?  If  the  Houfe  from 
the  progrcfs  of  the  French  arms  in  Brabant  and  Holland,  and  from 
the  views  which  they  difcovered  of  enlar^ng  their  territories,  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  conquefh,  had  been  only  mor^ 
deeply  imprefled  with  the  neceffity  of  vigorous  exertion  and  manly 
pcrfcvcrancc  in  the  conteft,  would  they  be  likely  to  adopt  a  motion, 
which  in  the  refult  could  only  be  productive  of  humiliation  and  dif- 
appointment ?  Would  they  proclaim  to  the  enemy  a  danger  with  rc- 
fpecl  to  thcmfelvcs,  which  if  not  proclaimed,  might  in  fnA  have  no 
exiftcncc?  Confidered  in  this  point  of  view,  he  could  not  well 
imagine  a  condud  lc&  confident  with  found  polky,*(he  true  iiitercfts 
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of  tte  emidret  or  the  termination  of  that  great  ftnig^e  in  irhich 
the  country  was  engagedi  dum  that  which  was  propoTcd  by  ^e  pre- 
ient  motion.    With  rcfpe^t  to  the  fubjefi,  fo  ^r  as.  it  dB^ed  Ire- 
land,  the  comfort  of  individuals,  the  peace  of  the  Community,  and 
the  que(Kon  in  pdnt  of  policy,  how  far  an  equal  pardcipation  of 
rights  ought  at  once  to  take  place  between  thofe  who  had  long  been 
eftabliflied  in  die  pofleflion  of  certain  privileges,  and  thofe  who  had 
fiMrmcrly  been  merdy  tolerated ;  all  dicfe  were  topics,  into  %rhich 
heihoold  not  enter  at  prefent,  as  in  all  probability  a  future  oppor- 
tunity would  prefent  idelf  for  their  difcuflion.    Having  dius  difmif- 
fed  that  part  of  the  right  honourable  gcmleman's  argument,  which 
appeared  to  him  the  moft  important,  he  had  fome  difficulty  how  to 
fjpeak  as  to  the  general  queftion.     He  hardly  knew  how  to  fuppofe 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  be  in  earned,  when  he  occu* 
pied  upwards  of  three  hours  in  delivering  as  able  and  eloquent  a 
fpeech  as  was  ever  uttered  in  that  Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  intro- 
ductx^  a  peroraticNfi  which  lafted  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
applied  to  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  time.     He  (hould  dif- 
penfe  widi  following  him  through  the  long  detail  into  which  he  had 
gone,  becaufe  at  a  ume  when  the  fads  referred  to  were  more  recent, 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  (hittng  his  fentiments  at  length  to  the 
Houfe.     He  had  no  objedion  to  the  different  points  ftated  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  proper  grounds  of  inqiiiiy ;  diey  were 
no  doubt  fuch  as  formed  fcrious  objeds  of  attention  to  a  great  nation 
ini^lved  in  a  itate  of  vrar.     They  comprehended  the  queftion  of 
refources,  population,  revenue,  foreign  connexions,  the  cbje€t  of 
the  wtr,  and- the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  profecuted.  In  (hort, 
there  was  no  point,  political,  financial,  commercial,  and  almoil 
ipeculativci  that  related  to  the  fhte  of  the  country,  ^wliich  the  right 
honourable  gendeman  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  had  not  contrived 
tt>  embrace.  But  he  would  a(k,  whether  the  Houfe  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  fefTion,  and  after  the  repeated  declarations  which  they 
had  made  with  refpedl  to  dicir  views,  were  in  a  proper  fituation  to 
be  required  to  enter  into  an  inquiry,  which  no  length  of  feflion,  and 
no  accuracy  of  invedigation  could  enable  them  to  overtake. — One 
unfortunate  fingularity  whidi  attended  the  prefent  motion,  was  that 
the  Hotife  had  vlready  determined  on  diofe  very  queflions,  with  le- 
fped  to  which  it  was  propofed  to  inl^itute  an  inquiry.     This  volu- 
minom  and  eittenlive  inquiry  had  already  been  fuperfeded  by  the 
voCttf  of  tt|e  Houfe.     With  refpect  to  the  means  by  which  the  war 
was  to  be  carried  on,  thefe  had  already  been  provided.     The  rig^ 
hoQOurabte  fentkmap  had  repeatedly  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  dc- 
adc  widi  him  QD  dH  points  which  he  h^  d  brought  into  the  difcuffion 
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cf  eo-n^ty  and  In  which  he  had  been  fupported  by  a  (oiall  mino-  •. 
rity.  The  great  majority  of  that  Houle  l^d'  decided  iq)on  difiereni , 
principles ;  principles  which  they  had  deliberately  adopted,  upon 
which  they  ^cre  now  aSing*  and  into  the  grounds  of.  which  it 
could  not  therefore  be  fu[^fed  ncceiTaiy  that  they  (hould  now  in<- 
quire.  The  right  hohoumble  gentleman  had  employed  exa£i:ly  the 
fame  aiguments  on  the  debates  which  took  place  with  tctpe6i  tolfad 
army  and  navy,  when  the  points  which  he  had  brought  forward  to 
fupport  his  prefent  motion,  furnilhed  the  fair  and  prop^  fubjects  o^ 
difcufiion.  Xhe  next  ground  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man pn^fcs  to  enter  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry^  is  in  order  tc^ 
afccTtain  the  (late  of  the  finances  of  the  country ;  diat  is  already  af-^ 
cmdned  by  the  vote  of  the  Houfci  of  a  loan  of  1 8  millions,  a  fum 
indeed  great  and  unprecedented,  but  neccflary  from  the  magnitude 
of  the  contefi  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
cffi^rts  with  which  they  had  to  contend.  The  bill  granting  that 
loaoy  and  dating  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  fuppHcd,  was  a  more 
fadsfaclory  proof  of  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  credit  of  the  coi|ntTy> 
and  of  the  confidence  of  mbnicd  men,,  than  couid  be  derived  fiom 
the  refult  of  any  inquiry  that  could  take  place.  It  proved,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  exa^eration  which  had  been  employed  to  depreciate  the 
rtibmccs  of  the  country,  that  fo  far  from  having  fuffered  any  dimi- 
nution, they  had  increafed  in  a  degree  equal  to  the  .extraordinary 
ble  of  expenditure  which  had  lately  been  incurred.  The  taxes 
^chc&rvioe  ofthepfefent  year  amounted  to  Ia6oO|Oqo1.  ;  but 
tncfc  had  not  arife;p  merely  from  expences  actually  incurred  by  the 
*ar,  but  from  the  vigilance  of  Parliament  in  making  provifion  for 
unforeicen  exigencies,  and  their  attention  in  contiauing  the  fund  for 
L^extin<%M>n  of  the  national  debt.  As  to  the  means  by  which  the 
nrv  taxes  were  to  be  ra^ifed,  they  were  fuch  as  could  be  voted^  cer- 
tainly not  without  regret,  for  the  necefTity  of  impofing  frcfh  burdens 
muft  always  be  n[iatter  of  unpleafant  feeling,  but  without  the  appre- 
hcnfkm  of  ferious  confequonccs,  or  the  likeliliood  of  fevcre  preilure 
f>any  order  of  the  Community.  The  next  ground  which,  the  right 
i^j-nourable  gentleman  had  dated  for  going  into  a  Conunittee  o£  In- 
]mfT|  was  to  afccrtain  how  far  the  population  of  the  country  had 
oxreafed*  If  l^y  arguing  this  point  he  mcnnt  to  refer  to  the  lofe  of 
^nen  in  our  armies,  no  accounts  relative  to  the  amount  of  that.loC) 
^^  hitherto  bcf n  refufed,  aficj.  the  fum  total  of  that  lofs  was  a  fimple 
'V^ment  of  fa<5^,  not  a  matter  of  remote  invc(\igation.  No  man: 
<^M  look  without  regr^.  to  the  lofs  of  thofe  brave  fcHows^.  who 
-id  nobl^ /alien  in  the  caufc  which  they  bad  proved  themfelyes  fo 
^Cffthy  to  defend.  Though  the  lofs  of  every  individual  was  a  fourcc 
VoL.XLI.  R 
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of  irreparable  anginth,  it  was  ncccffary  at  the  fame  time  to  look 
with  a  firm  determination  to  the  difcharge  of  that  imperious  dutr, 
which  required  fuch  facrifices  for  the  good  of  the  Community.    Any 
confideration  therefore,  drawn  from  this  topic,  though  it  might  have 
the  effetft  ,to  agitate  the  feelings,  could  not  be  expeScd  to  decide 
the  rcfult  of  the  opinions  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfc.     It  was 
"always  to  be  remembered,  that  dcfenfivc  efforts  in  the  profecution 
of  a  juft  war^  were  better  than  tame  acquiefcence  in  the  ufurpations 
of  a  cruel  and  oppreffive  enemy.  *    But  ought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  lofe  fight  of  an  infelGble  inference  from  the  general 
argurtient  of  the  deftruftive  confequences  of  war,  namely,  the  (hare 
of  lofs  fuftained  by  the  enemy.     While  he  relied  fb  much  upon  his 
calculation  of  our  lofs,  as  a  reafon  why  we  (hould  no  longer  pcriift 
in*  the  conteft,  ought  he  not  to  have  confidercd,  whether  Ac  lofs  of 
tli'e  enemy  might'  not  perhaps  be  ten  fold.  '  This  was  a  point  which 
h6  ought  not  to  have  altogether  difmiffcd  from  his  calculations,  as 
it  might  lead  to  a  different  conclufion  from  that  which  he  had  drawn> 
artd  the  comparifon,  inftead  of  operating  as  a  ground  of  dcfpondcncy, 
might  rather  tend  to  hold  out  a  profpcdl  of  foccefs.     In  order  ta 
fhcw  that  the  relative  population  of  the  country  had  decreafed,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  recourfe  to  another  oon(ideratioo» 
upon  which  he  had  touched  before.    In  dating,  however^  this  con- 
fideration, he  rdicd  upon  a  criterion  not  to  be  'depended  upon> 
namely,  the  number  of  inhabited  houfrs  not  exempted  from  taxes. 
No  accounts  of  this  fort  could  be  made  out,  which  were  not  liable 
to  great  inaccuracy.     But  from  the  great  increafe  that  had  taken 
place  of  manufadl'ures  and  commerce,  was  it  not  to  be  inferred  diat 
coftimerce  likewife  had  increafed.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  mentioned  the  rcfult  of  fome  inquiries  whidi  he  had  made  with 
refpc6l  to  the  population  of  Lancafhire.     In  fomo  parts  the  births 
hart  decrcafed  one  half,  in  others  a  third  and  a  fourth.    Thefe  In- 
quirieSj  however,  he  ftatcd  to  have  been  made  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  from  which  the  grcateft  number  of  men  had  been  drawn 
for  the  recruiting  fcrvice.     This  was  ho  criterion  of  the  (late  of  po- 
pulati6n  iri  that  quarter  of  the  countiy,  where  no  fuch  drain  had 
taken-  place.     After  all^  the  diminution  of  numbers  Which  he  had 
Aatcd  amounted  only  to  1 2,000.     This  was  a  proof  of  a  lund  fi> 
Angular  that  no  argument  could  be  brought  from  fadjor  from  analogy 
to  fupport  it.    To  this  fort  of  proof  he  had  fomething  much  ftror^er 
fo  oppofe,  and  which  no  fpeculativc  inference  could  be  brought  to 
ovcirturn.     At  prcfcnt  the  army  was  larger  than  it  had  ever  been  at 
a  former  period,  and  the  navy  upon  a  more  r«fpeflable  footing  than 
it  had  been  in  any  fccond  year  of  a  war.     So  far  were  mani^fudures 
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from  having  decreartd,  that  the  export  of  laft  year  was  greater  than 
it  had  been  in  any  former  year,  excepting  only  two  of  the  moft 
fiouri{hing  years  of  peace.  When  this  was  ilated  to  be  the  cafe, 
afid  it  was  conlidered  that  the  army  and  navy  were  both  at  fo  great 
a  pitch— *a  fad  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  and  which  he  lamented  was  partially  true-rthat  there 
w<:rc  ftill  manufafiurers  who  were  diftreflcd  for  want  of  employment, 
proved  direAly  the  reverfe  of  his  own  argument,  and  (hewed  that 
the  oountry  which  could  fumi(h  fo  large  a  fupply  of  men  both  for 
the  fervice  of  war  and  the  arts  of  peace,  had  fuiFcred  no  material 
diminution  in  its  population.  In  tlie  year  1 7939  a  very  great  de- 
creaie  took  place  in  the  quantity  of  Briti(h  manufactures  exported, 
to  the  amount  of  not  lefs  than  four  millions,  lliis  melancholy 
decline  was  owing  to  the  extravagant  length  to  which  fpeculation 
had  been  pufhcd  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  fuddcn  (hock  given 
to  commercial  confidence,  the  confequences  of  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  then  predicted,  that  the  country  would  not 
he  sble  to  recover  till  the  return  of  peace.  The  country,  however, 
had  arrived  in  years  of  war  to  a  pitch  of -profperity  even  beyond  that 
CO  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  prcdii^ed  that  it  never 
would  again  be  able  to  arife.  To,  what  purpofe  would  it  he  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  the  fubjeft  of  rcfourccs,  after  hav- 
ir^  found  our  refources  and  voted  our  taxes  for  the  fervice  of  the 
yca^r  f  The  prcfent  motion,  if  it  had  been  neccffar}',  Ought  to  have 
preceded  thofc  votes ;  it  would  then  have  been  fit  matter  of  difcuf-^ 
iion ;  the  prdcnt  (hte  of  budncfs  .was  fuch  as  to  preclude  the  necef- 
fity  and  the  benefit  of  the  inquiry. 

The  right  honourable  gcndeman  had  next  dcfired  that  tlie  Houfe 
might  go  into  a  Committee,  in  order  to  examine  the  fouation  of  the 
lountry  with  refpcdt  to  its  allies,  their  ability  to  carry  on  the  con^ 
reft,  and  their  difpoiition  to  co-opente  with  us.  This  was  indeed 
a  fubjed  of  moil  entenfive  enquiry.  And  in  order  to  furnifli  ma- 
terials for  this  purpofe,  would  it  be  proper  to  bring  forward  papers 
reladve  to  all  tl)e  negociations  now  in  train,  to  confirm  our  old 
allies^  or  fecure  fri^fii  co-operation,  to  lay  open  all  the  proceedings 
at  prefcnt  in  agitadon  at  foreign  courts,  and  all  tlie  plans  relative  to 
the  further  piofccution  of  the  war  ?  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  likewifc  wifhcd  to  invedigatc  the  condu^  of  the  Britifh 
Court  with  rcfpeft  to  neutral  powers. — Would  it  for  this  purpofe 
be  defirahle  to  explain  all  the  difputes  that  might  have  arifcn  be- 
tween neutral  ftates  and  the  government  of  this  countr)',  whether 
ihcy  were  a£tually  pending,  or  had  now  been  happily  adjufted }  The 
Houfe  had  now  decided  upw  the  general  qucfUon  of  the  profecution 
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of  the  war ;  and  the  Inquiry  propofed  was  in  itfelf  endlefs ;  it  oould 
tend  to  no  praf^ical  refult,  and  might  lead  to  difclcrfures  which  wotiXd 
bq  attended  with  embarraflment  and  mifchief.     As  to  the  Kiqg  of 
Frufna,  he  hati  no  hefitation  to  repeat  what  he  had  ilated  upon  a 
-former  bccafion,  that  he  had  not  adequately  performed  \nk  engagc- 
snentSy  nor  aded  in  a  manner  as  this  country  had  a  right  to  expcd. 
The  quefUon  was,  whether  in  confequence  of  this  particular  faiture 
we  were  to  depart  from  our  general  fyftem,  and^  beca'ufe  in  oiic  in- 
^nce  we  had  been  difappointed,  renounce  all  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  alliances  with  other  powers.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
tolan  admitted  diat  our  allies  had  fufFered  fcverely  in  the  prefent 
conteft.     However  we  regretted  this  circumftance,  we  had  rcafon 
to  be  fatisfied  with  our  onn  conduct,  in  availing  ourfelvcs  of  their 
abidance ;  their  ciTorts  had^  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  contribated  to 
divert  the  exertions  of  the  enemy,  which  would  otherwife  have  been 
more  fpeedily  dircfted  to  one  point,  and  more  efficacious  in  producing 
mifchief.     It  did  not  follow  that  even  the  afllftance  of  allii^s  might 
iK)t  be  ufeful  in  a  conteft  for  which  they  themfelves  fuffercd,  and 
might  nbt  operate  in  the  general  fcale,  to  produce  a  beneficial  cSeA 
with  rcfpeft  to  our  particular  ihtereft3f     The  right  honourable  gjcn- 
tlemah  then  alluded  to  the  Emperor,  and  fpoke  in  very  ftrong  terms 
of  his  inability,  from  the  want  of  pecuniary  refources,  to  carry  on 
the  war.     But  admitting  the  truth  of  that  argument  in  its  fplieft 
extent,  it  did  not  go  far  enough  to  ferve  the  honourable  gentleman's 
purpofe.     For  if  this  Houfe  ftill  retained  the  opinions  they  had  fo 
often  and  fo  diftindHy  expreffed  upon  the  fubjc(a  of  this  war,  the 
natural  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  argument  of  the  Emperor's 
pecuniary  inability  was,  that  Great  Britain,  who  poffefl'cd  refourccs 
of  money,  (hould  by  means  of  thofe  refources  enable  the  Emperor 
to  bring  his  troops  into  the  field.     As  to  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  contended  about  the  neutrality,  in  which  the  King 
of  Sardinia  (hould  have  been  permitted  to  remain,  with  refpe<ft  to 
France,  he  would  only  arte,  whether  in  the  jmrticular  lituation  of 
that  Monarch  he  would  have  been  able  to  retain  a  bona  fide  peutra- 
lity  ;  whedier  it  would  have  been,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man cxpi'eflcd,  a  neutrality  and  impartiality?    It  was  a  point  at 
kaft  in  which  neither  we  nor  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  any  option, 
for  the  French  declared  war  againft'him.     As  to  his  being  put  into 
tf  fi*tc  of  neutrality  now,  die  only  means  of  doing  it  was  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  vigour,  or  his  neutrality  would  neither  be  fafe  to 
biihfelf  or  his  allies.     The  ne)^  point  of  die  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's fpecch  referred  tb  the  declarations  made  by  our  minifiers 
gt  foreign  courts,     Ht  begged  once  for  7M  to  put  in  a  proteft  againft 
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itat  mode  ithich  sendemen  on  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  had  fo 
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freqoendy  ufed,  gamely,  that  of  feledling  a  particular  paiTage  from 
iboie  ^  ibtSt  (late  papers,  and  then  charing  it  upon  the  MimiVers 
at  home.     Thefc  papers  were  framed  according  to  the  exigency  of 
cireufnflafices,  an4  st  the  difcrction  of  the  Envoy ;  Minifters  at 
home  had  no  (hare  either  in  coinpofing  or  in  reviewing  their  con- 
tents ;  and  if  they  (hould  afterwards  difcover  in  tiiem.a  c^ivlefs  or 
hafty  cxprcffion,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  very  fc- 
vcrdy  criticize,  or  very  rigoroufly  expofc  a  fault  which  they  migt^t 
be  apt  to  impute  to  exci^s  of  zeal  for  his  Majcfty's  fervice.    What- 
ever might  be  the  fhrpng  lai^uage  in  which  gentlemen  might  have 
thou^t  proper  to  indulge  thcmfelves  with  refpedl  to  the  condudt  of 
the  j^ritifh  gpvernment  towards  foreign  nations,  it  would  be  found, 
Vwhcri  the  proper  period ihould  arrive  for  inveftigation,  to  have  been* 
ftriflly  conformable  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
founded  upon  principles  acknowledged  by  the  tnoft  refpcftable  wri- 
ters^ and  to  have  been  all  along  confpicuoufly  marked  by.  modcra- 
tictti  and  forbearance.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  chaxgcd 
Miniftcrs  with  having  in  the  firft  inftance  treated  America  with  in- 
fult^  and  afterwards  foothed  her  by  iubmifTion.    In  anfwer  to  this^ 
he  could  only  fay,  that  the  principle  which  had  .governed  his  Ma- 
jcOy's  Minlfters  in  their  intcrcourfc  with  other  neutral  powers,  ws^s 
the  principle  upon  which  they  afted  towurds  America.     And  when 
the  treaty  (igned  between  thdt  country  and  Great  Britain  was  laid 
before  the  Houfe  (which  (hould  be  doi;»e  as  foon  as  polFible)  it  would 
Aen  appear,  whether  there  had  been  any  inconfiftcncy  in  tlic  decla- 
rations of  the  Britifh  govemincnt,  and  whether  the  terms  at  loft 
2^ecd  upon  had  been  accompanied  on  our  part  with  any  humilia- 
tion>  or  had  not  rather  been  dilated  on  both  fides  by  a  fpirit  of 
(aimefs  and  mutual  accommodation.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman then  came  to  the  confidcration  of  that  often  difputed  point, 
namely,  the  objed  of  the  war.     Upon  this  fubjeft  he  would  not 
have  intruded  one  fingle  word  upon  the  Houfe,  had  it  not  been  that 
the  riglu  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  fome  degree,  (hiftcd  his 
ground.     He  (Mr.  FoxJ  ha^  ftated,  that  there  were  two  lines  of 
condu£t  which  Mini fters  might  have  adopted  in  the  commencement 
of  the  war ;  each  of  thefe  modes  of  conduft  was  attended  by  their 
refpcdive  advantages  and  difad vantages  ;  but  both  of  them  he  af- 
firmed to  be  preferable  to  the  line  of  conduft  adopted  by  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Miniflcrs.     The  firft  of  thefe  modes  was,  by  carrying  on 
wtot  he  called  a-  war  again/}  France ;  namely,  to  confine  the  ex- 
ertions of  this  country  limply  to  protect  our  allies,  and  to  revenge 
the  infults  offered  to  us,  witliout  in  any  manner  whatever  interfer- 
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ing  In  the  internal  commotions  which  might  prevail  in  France. 
The  other  mode  fuggefted  was  that  of  carrying  on,a  war/ir  Fmnoc  j 
thus  openly  to  avow  that  our  efforts  were  direfled  to  the  formation 
of  a  regular  governmenlt  in  France,  and  that  our  conqucfls  wercr 
only  made  in  truft  for  Louis  the  XVI  Ith,     Either  of  thefe  tviro 
fyftems  might  have  been  adopted,  faid  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Fox),  with  propriety,  but  our  prefcnt  fyftem  differing 
both,  was  radically  wrong.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
tfiis  night  abandoned  all  his  old  arguments,  for  he  formerly  ufed  to 
contend  that  we  could  not  interfere  at  all  tn  the  internal  affairs  of 
France,  without  violating  every  principle  of  juftice  and  of  the  lai^ 
of  nations.     But  now  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits*  that 
it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  carried  on  the  war  exprefsly  for 
the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France.     With  ail  poffible  rcfpcflt 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  judgment,  fie  thought  that  hid 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs  had  condufted  the  war  upon  principles  more 
confonant  to  good  fenfe  and  policy,  than  either  of  the  fyftcnw  fiatc^ 
by  that  gentleman.     They  had  entered  into  a  war  for  the  defence  of 
this  country,  and  for  the  protoSion  of  our  allies,  in  the  profecution 
of  which  they  did  not  by  any  fpecific  declarations,  as  to  the  internal 
fituation  of  France,  prevent  themfelves  from  taking  every  pdTible 
advantage  of  any  favourable  occurrences  which  might  haj^n  in 
France.     Nor  did  diey  ftatc'that  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy,  or 
any  particular  form  of  government  in  France,  was  a  Jine  qua  nttj, 
without  which  they  would  not  make  peace.     This  was  the  conduct 
of  his  Majcfty*s  Minifters — this  was  the  condmS  which  had  fre- 
quently been  explained  to,  and  had  as  often  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  he  begged  here,  in  the  moft 
diftindl  manner,  to  dlfavow  that  propofition  laid  down  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  a  nation  on  entering  into  a  war  was 
bound  to  ftate,  in  clear  and  pofitive  terms,  all  its  objects  in  tlie 
war,  and  by  that  means  preclude  itfclf  from  taking  advantage  of 
any  fortuitous  circumftapces  which  might  happen  during  its  conti« 
nuance.   '  The  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  recollecl  that 
both  the  grounds  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  Minifters,  as  an  alter- 
native, were  extreme  cafes,  and  that  they,  from  the  nature  of  the 
fituation  in  which  they  flood,  might  think  proper  to  adopt  a  middle 
policy,  to  whioh  the  whole  of  thejr  conduct  might  be  found  pcr- 
fcftly  reconcilable.     ITie  madnefs  pf  fighting  to  cftablifli  in  France 
any  particular  form  of  government,  had  been  uniformly  difclaimed 
by  Miniftcrs.     At  the  fame  time  this  was  no  reafon  why  they 
fliould  relinquifh  affiftance,  of  which  they  had  a  right  to  avail 
themfelves  in  ever}'  former  war.     The  firft  great  objcdl  was  to 
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obtain  far  ourfelves  fecurity,  and  it  would  have  been  fo  much  the 
better  if  that  objeft  could  have  more  cffeftually  been  accomplilhcd 
bjr  the  eftabli(hment  of  a  government  in  France,  which  feemed 
mo^l  likely  to  reftorc  the  country  to  tranquillity  and  happincfs.  As 
to  the  charge  of  mifconduft  in  carrying  on  the  war,  which,  if 
well  founded,  he  admitted  to  form  a  proper  objeft  of  inquiry,  that 
point  had  been  fo  often  ai^ued  before,  that  he  could  fay  nothing 
new  upon  it.  The  repetition  of  the  charge  on  the  prelent  occaiion, 
I.e  could  not  help  obferving,  was  an  implied  attack  on  the  com^- 
mandtrs  and  officers  in  the  ajmy  and  navy,  who,  by  their  gallant 
conduft,  had  dcferved  fo  •well  of  their  coimtr)%  It  was  neceffaiy 
for  the  defence  of  our  own  pofTcflions,  that  we  fhould  carry  on  an 
<  iTcnfivc  war  againd  the  French  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Upon  one 
[x)int  only^hc  would  detain  the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments,  and  that 
was  in  reply  to  the  charge  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
^jf  the  want  of  attehtion  in  Ae  Admiralty  to  proteft  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain.  The  charge  was  partly  founded  upon  the  increafe  in  the 
price  of  infurance.  It  was  true  that  from  fome  caufes  the  price  of 
infurance  had  increafed,  but  there  were  many  ciraimftances  to  be 
taken  into  confideration  upon  this  fubjcd^.  The  great  and  unexampled 
extent  of  our  commerce,  which  he  had  fhewn  in  the  former  part  of 
his  fpcec^ ;  the  almoft  total  annihilation  of  the  commerce  of  France, 
wMch  led  her  to  turn  her  attention  to  the  equipment  of  privateers 
to  plumfar  our  trade,  which  fwarmed  in  every  fea.  In  thefc  cir- 
cumftanccs  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  they  (hould  have  made 
fcveral  captures  of  our  merchantmen,  which  however  he  ftill  affirmed 

to  be  not  more  numerous  than  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  our 
trade. 

Another  very  important  circumftance,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ob- 
ferved,  was,  tliat  the  enemy  had  hardly  in  any  one  inftance  contended 
for  the  empire  of  the  fca ;  a  confequence  of  which  was,  that  as  th^ir 
fleet  wasfeldom  united  in  a  body,  it  was  the  better  enabled  in  fmall 
diWfions  to  harrafs  our  commerce.  Added  to  all  this,  tlie  enemy 
'fid  not  fend  any  conliderable  naval  force  to  the  colonies,  while  wc 
were  obliged  to  fend  large  lijuadrons ;  bgt  notv^ithftandlng  all  thefe 
concurrent  circumftances,  our  trade  was  not  in  any  inftancc  ncgleded. 
It  wai  true,*  that  for  a  fhort  period  the  French  were  matters  of  tlic 
channd,  owing  to  the  circumrtance  of  Lord  Howe's  being  obliged 
fo  put  into  port  for  tlie  purpofe  of  refitting,  but  even  during  that 
^^  period  every  poffible  precaution  had  been  taken  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  trade.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  entered 
i^toa  comparifon  between  the  quantity  of  our  tonnage  in  1778, 
*nd  the  prefent  period,  he  ought  to  have  recollected  that  fincc  that 
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tithe  all  the  (hipping  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  to  be  de- 
duifled.     Upon  the  whole,  the  cjucftion  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe  was,  whether  or  not  they  were  to  retraft  all  tht  oi»iuons 
which  they  had  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly  pronounced,  and  whether 
they  would  employ  conceiTion  and  fubmiiTion  as  the  moft  likely  means 
to  obtain  an  honourable,  a  fecore,  and  a  lafting  peace.     The  riglic 
honourable- gentleman  had  attempted,  in  the  courfe  of  his  ipeech^ 
to  confound  every  quedion  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
fuccefeof  the  Fre^h,  and  to  confound  all  regular  Government  with 
the  enemies  of  libe^.  He  had  with  the  fame  anxiety,  endeavoured 
to  palliate  all  the  exceffes  of  the  French,  by  calling  them  an  enthu- 
fiafm  in  the  caufe  of  freedom.     Entertaining  fuch  fentimcnts  as 
thefe,  it  was  natural  for  that  right  honourable  gentleman  tx>  forget 
all  our  advantages,  while  he  remembered,  and  often  exaggerated 
out  misfortunes^     It  was  natural  for  him  to  leflen  the  value  of  our 
conqucfts,  and  to  depreciate  the  fplcndour  of  vi<9ories;  to  reprcfent 
our  fuccefs  as  ufekfs,  but  our  defeat  as  ^tal.  Openly  profeQing  fuch 
fentiments,  the  Houfe  would  not  be  furprifed  at  fuch  corifequences. 
It  was  not  indeed  furprifing  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
who  had  been  averfe  to  the  origin  and  to  thd  condud  of  the  war^ 
Ihould  take  the  opportunity  of  a  moment  of  delicacy  and  embatxaff- 
meht  to  inftitute  a  motion  of  inquiry,  which,  if  adc^ed,  dould  only 
tend  to  damp  the  exertions,  and  lower  the  dignity  of  the  ccsumry. 
Thofe  gentlemen  who  had  (ludioufly  dwelt  on  every  naisfortune  of 
the  Britilh  arms,  and  on  every  circumdance  of  temporaty  difficulty, 
but  had  with  equal  care  avoided  to  mention  any  inftance  of  die  fuc^ 
cefs  of  our  armies,  or  the  profperity  of  the  country^  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  approve  of  the  motion,  and  of  the  removal  of  Minil^ers 
from  a  (ituation  which  it  was  calculated  to  reprefent  them  as  lingua* 
liHed  to  hold.     Other  perfons  may  perhaps  think  differently^  aind 
if  they  fkiw  in  the  difallers  that  had  happened,  nothing  but  the  mif- 
condu£t  of  Minifters,  if  they  could  not  trace  recent  calamities  to 
any*  otiier  fource  than  the  imprudence  of  their  counfels,  or  the  im* 
beciUity  of  their  efforts ;  if  they  could  perceive  no  proofs  of  exertion 
at  home,  no  inffainces  of  valour  abroad,  they  would  then  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  thofe  Miniilers  ought  to  be  removed  from  a  iituation 
which  they  could  neither  hold  with  fafety  nor  with  honour  to  the 
nation.  But  while  they  concurred  in  the  neceflity  of  their  reiiK>vaI, 
it  would  not  be  to  make  room  for  thofe  who  had  difapproved  of  the 
yrar  from  its  commencement,  and  who,  inftead  of  meeting  the  cri- 
lis,  would  be  difpofed  to  (brink  from  it,  but  for  perfons  better  qua- 
lified to  profecutc  with  vigour  and  efFed,  a  war  founded  in  juilice, 
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and  conne6ted  with  the  moft  important  interefts  of  the  countiy.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  IJoufc  do  now  adjourn/* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  though  he  did  not  imagine  that 
any  addition  could  be  made  to  the  arguments  which  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  urged  with  fo  much  ability  and  eloquence,  by 
any  exertions  of  his,  yet  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  addrcfs  to  the 
Houfe  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  juft  fallen  from  the  Chan* 
cellorof  the  Exchequer.     He  was  fully  convinced,  that  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Fox  had,  in  no  one  inftance,  been  anfwered  by  th^ 
rig^t  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  talents  and  undcrftanding  were 
fuch,  as  feldoni  left  him  without  refourccs  on  fuch  cccafions  ;  he 
thereibre  had  this  additional  reafon  to  make  him  feci  fatisficd  with 
the  impreflions  which  his  right  honourable  friend's  animated  and 
briiliam  fpeech  had  left  on  his  mind  ;  he  was  fully  perfuaded  that 
it  was  unaiifwerable.     The  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  went  the  full 
lei^th  of  contending,  that  no   calamities  which  might   befall  the 
country,  no  negledl  or  mifcondudl  of  Minifters,  however  produc- 
tive of  the  moft  nfdfchievous  and  pernicious  confequences,  would 
juftify  a  call  upon  the  Houfe,  to  inquire  into  the  adual  ftate  of  the 
nation,  or  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  fuch  calamities,  and  the  efFedls 
of  fuch  mi(condu£l.     He  had,  with  gr^at  ingenuity  and  art,   paffed 
by  and  ne^cdted  the  whple  of  the  ftrong  arguments  which  had  been 
fo  forcibly  urged  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  a  motion  of  fo  be- 
neficial a  tendency  ;  and  not  only  had  he  done  fo,  but  had  perfeftly 
miftated  and  mifreprefentcd  the  whole  of   thofe  arguments  he  had 
noticed.     The  queftion  which  had  been  put  to  the  Houfe  for  their 
inveftigation  was,  whether  or  not  fo  great  a  portion  of  calamity  had 
been  fufiered  by  the  country  during  the  progrefs  of  this  unhappy 
war,  as  to  (hew  that  blame  muft  be  attached  fomcwhere  ;  and  whe- 
ther it  was  not  becoming  the  dignity  and  charaftcr  of  the  Houfe  to 
inquire  where  that  blame  lay.     The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
lK)wcver,  had  ftated,  that  the  motion  was  brought  forward  for  the 
purpofc  of  reverfing  the  determination  of  the  Houlc  ;  and  that  it  was 
too  late,  bccaufe  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  make  the  Houfe  rctradl 
thcwhde  of  the  declarations  they  had  made  from  the  beginning  of 
the  feflion.     Thi^  was  a  grofs  niifreprefcntation  ;  for  the  queftion 
of  war  and  peace  had  been  carefully  kept   out  of  fight  during  the 
whole  of  the  fpeech  of  his  right  honourable  friend.     The  Houfe, 
MMJced,  had  been  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  they  chofeto  pur- 
fuc  the  fanjc  obje£t   by  the  fame  means,  and  whether  diey  would 
leave  the  execution  pf  their  defigns  in  the  fame  hands  in  which  they 
^  fo   long  been   vefted.     At  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  allowed  that  mifcondu6t  of  Mi- 
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niftcrs  was  a  proper  objeft  of  inquir}%  and  that  if  they  fhould  be 
proved  to  have  mifcondufted  themfelvcs,  that  a  motion  ought  to  be 
made  for  their  removal ;  he  at  the  fame  time  infinuated,  that  their 
fucceilbrs  (hould  not  be  perfons  who  would  difgrace  the  country  by 
their  conduft.  It  was  no  difficult  matter  to  find  men  who  would 
not  difgrace  the  country  fo  much  as  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  even 
he  believed  in  the  lines  of  oppofition.  The  removal  of  His  Ma- 
Jetty's  Minifters  undoubtedly  was  the  tendency  of  his  right  honour- 
able friend's  motion,  not,  however,  in  the  hafty  and  prcei{»tate 
manner  propofed  by  the  Minifter,  but  after  a  deliberate  inquiry  into 
their  condudl,  and  a  ferious  inveftigation  of  the  degree  of  blame 
which  they  had  incurred  by  the  calamities  and  difaftcrs  which  the 
country  had  experienced.  After  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  obfervcd,  that'  thofe  who  thought  with  his  right  honourable 
friend  as  io  the  conduft  of  Minifters,  and  the  want  of  vigout  mani- 
fefted  in  our  operations  both  by  land  and  fea,  ought  to  move  for 
immediate  removal';  he  had  faid  that  there  was  an  implied  attack 
on  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  army  and  navy ;  notliing 
could  be  more  unfounded  than  this  aflertion,  for  Mr.  Fox  had  par- 
ticularly ftated,  that"  he  imputed  the  whole  to  the  negligence  and 
folly  of  Adminiftration.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  contended  that  this  difcuffion  ought  to  have  been  brought 
forward  previous  to  the  vote  of  fupply  ;  hfc  however  (hould  wifli  to 
know  what  that  gentleman  would  have  faid  if  this  had  been  done. 
Would  he  not  have  faid,  that  ir  could  only  proceed  from  a  fa<Eiious 
and  turbulent  fpirit  to  agitate  a  queftion  of  fuch  a  nature  while  the 
enemy  is  at  the  door,  and  the  Houfe  had  not  granted  thofe  aids  which 
could  alone  enable  the  country  to  refift  the  dancers  which  threatened 
them  ?  He  feemed  therefore  to  think,  that  aftef  a  fupply  had  been 
granted,  all  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Minifters  was  at  an  end  ; 
as  if  a  fupply  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  country  were  to  be 
an  acSt  of  indemnity  for  all  the  mifcouduft  and  imprudence  which 
had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  mifchievou$  efFefts  to  the  country.  That 
fuch  inquiry  was  neccflary,  he  was  fully  perfuaded  ;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  were  ten  perfons,  either  in  or  out  of  the  Houfe,  who 
did  not  diink  that  the  war  had  been  fcandaloufly  mifcondu<5^cd.  The 
imagination  of  man  could  not  conceive  another  countr>'  where  Mi- 
nifters could  retain  their  fituation  after  a  fcene  of  calamities  unparaU 
Icled  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  and  a  continuance  of  mifcondudl  un- 
exampled in  hiftory. 

What  anfwers  could  poflibly  be  given  by  Gentlemen  tb  thdr 
Conftituents,  when  afked,  why  after  the  numerous  and  heavy  bur- 
thens which  had  been  laid  on  the  people,  die  Houfe  had  not  thought 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  131 

proper  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Government  ?   It 
might  certainly  happen,  that  the  events  which  had  taken  place, 
might  be  fuch,  as  human  wifdom  and  human  exertions  could  not 
prevent ;  he  however  believed,  that  this  would  not  be  found  to  be 
the  cafe ;  yet  he  faw  no  other  anfwer  that  could  be  given  to  gentle- 
mcns*  conftituents,  if  the  Committee  were  rcfufed,  than  that  they 
liad  net  confidcrcd  the  matter.      The  fame  anfwer  muft  be  returned, 
if  it  was  aiked,   why  no  inquiry  had  been  made,  into  the  tranfa£lion 
uith  the  King  of  Pruflia ;  as  alfo  the  condud  of  the  Emprcfs  of 
Rufiia,  who  had  fulfilled   no  article  of  her  treaty  ;  or  the  reafons 
wiiy  no  meafurcs  had  been  taken  to  enforce  her  compliance  with 
her  agreement.      If  it  (hould   be  enquired  of  them,  whether  the 
retreat  of  the  army  on  the  continent,  which  was  by  no  means  dif^. 
lionourable  to  the  officers  who  conduced  it,  was  not  the  effcA  of 
the  mifmanagement  of  Minifters  ?    and  they  fhould  anfwer  as  they 
muft,  that  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  into  this,  and 
the  various  other  misfortunes  w>hich  had  attended  us  ;  would  it  not 
dvgradc  the  Houfe  in  the  eyes  of  their  Conftituents  ?   It  would  be 
better  to  fufpcnd  the  meeting,  nay  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Houfe  of 
Ci)mmons,   if  they  negleded  to  cxercife  one  of  the  chief  duties  ©f 
thcii-  fituation,  that  of  inquiry  into  the  condu<S  of  Adminiftration. 
Another  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech  had  been  treated  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  in  a  very  loofe  manner,  as  if  it  were  too  infig-- 
nificant  and  trifling  to  dcfervc  the  fmaUcft  attention  ;   he  meant  the 
c.indu  fl  of  our  AmbalTadors  to  the  Neutrril  Powers.     Tlie  unifor- 
mity of  their  conducl  in  all  the  inftances  which  had  been  mentioned 
by  his  honourable  friend,  though  it  had  not  been  openly  avowed, 
that  they  had  acted  conformably  to  their  inftru6tions,  yet  tended  to 
fiijw  it  was  a  part  of  the  fyftcm  ;  and  indeed  the  right  honourable 
gentlctnan  himfelf  had  in  fome  meafure  allowed  it  to  be  a  fair  in- 
f-Tcace,  when  he  attempted  to  prove,  that  it. was  not  inconfiftent 
^iih  the  law  of  nations.     Their  moderation  to  neutral  nations  had 
bwn  extolled  ;  but  what  was  that   moderation  ?    They  had  un»- 
(loubtcdly  acled  with  temper  and  decency  towards  the  powerful  neu- 
tral nations  ;  but  as  to  the  fmall  ones,  fuch  as  Genoa  and  Tufcany, 
they  had  been  bullied  with  the  moft  outrageous  infolcnce  to  join  the 
Union,  which  muft  have  infallibly  produced  their  ruin.      It  had 
been  the  boaft  of  Minifters,  and  had   been  ftatcd   in   the    King's 
Speech  as  a  matter  of  praife,  that  this   country  had  kept  a  ftrift 
neutrality  at  the  early  periods  of  the  conteft  with  France,     In  what 
bojk  of  tlic  Law  of  Nations  could  it  be  found,  that  when  a  coun- 
try was  forced  into  a  war,  as  Minifters  affertcd  we  had  been,  it  be*- 
came  3  crime  for  other  nations  to  prefcrvc  a  ncutrs^lity,  which  had 
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been  the  boaft  of  the  country  fuppofed  to  be  forced  into  the  war  ? 
Another  mode  of  (hifting  the  principal  queftion  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  he  had  dwelt  fo  long  on  the 
topic  of  the  (late  of  the  lifter  kindom,  that  any  perfon  who  had 
not  heard  his  right  honourable  friend  would  have  fuppofed,  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  ftatc  of  that  country  had  been  the  fole  objeft  of  the 
motion.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  was  in  the  recoUcdion  of 
ever)'  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  that  full  three  hours  of  his  friend's 
fpcech  had  elapfed  previoufly  to  his  faying  any  thing  on  that  part  of 
the  fubjeft ;  it  muft  alfo  be  remembered,  that  notice  had  been 
given  of  the  motion  at  a  period  wljcn  the  ill  effcfts  of  the  mifcon- 
du6l  of  Minlfters  towards  Ireland  were  not  fo  well  known  \  there- 
fore the  whole  of  the  declaration  on  that  fubjefl  fell  entirely  to  the 
ground. 

As  a  collateral  foundation  for  inquiry,  this  fubjeft  was  peculiarly 
proper ;  for  when  only  this  one  circumftancc  remained  to  complete 
their  climax  of  folly,  that  they  (hould  contrive  to  place  the  Irifh 
in  fuch  a  fiuation  as  to  hazard,  through  their  irritation,  a  feparation 
of  the  empire,  fuch  a  circumftancc  was  a  great  aggravation  of  the 
reft  of  their  mifcondudl.  The  Minifter  had  afFc^led  a  great  deal 
of  delicacy  about  the  independence  of  Ireland ;  did  he  mean  to 
contend  that  no  degree  of  mifcondud,  with  regard  to  that  country, 
could  authori/c  an  inquiry  in  this  ?  Whether,  however,  we  confi- 
dered  the  pcrfons  afling  diere  as  ading  in  no  other  light  than  as  an 
ambaflador,  and  that  his  own  mifcondudl,  or  the  inftruflions  of  the 
Minifter  at  home,  had  produced  confequcnces  which  were  likely  to 
effctl  a  rupture,  he  conceived  that  it  was  proper  to  conftder  whether 
the  Minifter  or  the  Ambaflador  ought  to  be  impeached. 

This  was  the  fecond  attempt  which  had  been  made  during  Ac 
prcfcnt  Adminiftration  to  deprive  Ireland  of  fome'of  its  rights:  in 
the  year  1785,  tlie  Irifti  Propofitions,  as  they  were  called,  were 
brought  forward,  which  were  an  invidious  attempt  to  deprive  them 
of  rights,  under  pretence  of  giving  them  fome  commercial  advan- 
tages^ which  were  pcrfeftly  fallacious.  Ireland,  though  (he  had 
fuffered  the  grcateft  injuftice  from  the  Government  of  this  country 
for  a  ver)'  long  period,  yet  when  (he  began  to  receive  a  tardy  and 
lingering  juftice,  generoufly  blotted  out  all  remembrance  of  her  in- 
juries ;  therefore  a  peculiar  rucety  ought  to  be  obferved  in  our  con- 
du(S  towards  her ;  "notwithftanding  which,  there  never  was.  any 
tranfa£tions  marked  with  ftronger  features  of  inhumanity  and  in- 
juftice, wherever  the  guilt  lay,  than  the  condud  obferved  towara> 
her  in  the  late  afiair.  The  two  alternatives  ftated  by  his  right  honour- 
able friend,  and  which  bad  been  treated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
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FKchcqucr  as  abfurd,  appeared  to  him  to  be  completely  clear  and 
(iirtind ;  and  he  thought  their  policy  and  prudence  had  been  ftiewn 
\f  the  ftrt>ngcft  arguments. 

I:  had  been  afked^  ^with  fomc  triumph,  if  wc  were  to  give  up 
indcmnitj^  and  reparation. ^  As  to  reparation,  he  conceived,  that 
it  ;vc  liad  fucceeded,  there  would  have  been  full  reparation  and 
ample  punifhment ;  for  what  more  could  be  expelled  than  the 
overthrow  of  our  advcrfaries  as  a  punifliment  to  them,  and  repara- 
'1  n  to  us  ?  It  was  folly,  in  order  to  rcufc  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  exertion,  to  attempt  to  unite  two  objcfls  not  reconcileable. 
The  mercenary  fyfrcm  of  indemnity  firft  begun  by  Great  Britain, 
fiu^ving  the  hypocrify  of  her  former  declarations  of  regard  only  to 
ih.  order  of  focicly,  and  the  interefls  of  religion  and  moralit}',  had 
ci\cn  caufe  for  dillruft  and  want  of  cordiality  among  the  allies.  It 
w.;sn<it  furprifing,  after  Great  Britain  had  taken  the  Weft  Indies 
:  nJ  other  valuable  poffeffions  for  herfelf,  that  Germany  and  Pruffia 
ia-uld  rake  what  they  could  for  thcmfelves.  It  was  natural,  thou^ 
Dst  hom.urable,  unlefs  Princes  had  different  rules  of  honour  from 
I  thcr  piifons,  for  our  allies  to  endeavour  to  get  from  us  what  they 
could,  as  a  compenfation  for  what  we  were  taking  for  ourfelves. 
The  fnuatitsn  of  our  allies  was  a  vcn'^  material  confideration,  be- 
c.vjfc  there  was  a  profpccl  of  our  carrying  on  the  war  by  ourfelves ; 
rodiing  was  ftated  of  the  chance  of 'any  co-operation  with  us  in  the 
cnfuing  campaign. 

With  refpeS  to  population,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . 
had  faid,  that  12,000  was  a  fmall  proportion  ;  but  he  chofe  to 
tbrgct,  tliat  this  was  only  in  one  pari(h.  The  wafte  of  men,  in 
f.ct,  was  incalculable;  the  returns  of  loffes  were  fallacious,  as 
c^  ntainin^  only  a  partial  account  of  thofc  who  perifhed.  That  this 
w^.r  was  attended  with  a  waftc  of  men  which  we  were  incapable  pf 
bc:ring,  hc\s  fpoke  for  themfelves,  of  which  any  one  would  be 
c  n winced  who  looked  at  the  things  called  mert^  who  were  now  en- 
1:  Vd  ;  the  great  -proportion  of  boys  and  old  men  (hewed  that  we 
vcTc  nearly  cxhaufted.  As  to  the  great  increafc  of  commerce^  it 
ftiould  be  obferved,  that  accidental  circumftances  had  given  a  very 
ur.ratural  incrcafe  to  it ;  for  every  capture  of  (hips  with  exported 
g<xis  on  board,  nccefiarily  caufcd  a  farther  exportation  to  fupply 
t.if  deficiency.  As  to  the  rcfources  of  the  country,  he  had  never 
t'-nfo  fanguincas  his  right  honourable  friend  ;  there  was  one  re- 
i' "tircc,  however,  which  would  be  hii^hly  grateful  to  the  country. 
He  did  not  difapprove  of  the  taxes  brought  forward  this  year,  upon 
'."le  whole,  confidcring  the  ftatc  of  the  country  ;  perhaps  lefs  excep- 
tionable could  fcarcely  be  found.     The  refourcc  he  wilhed  to  have 
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rccourfe  to,  viz.  a  tax  on  places  and  pcnfions,  hr.d  excited  indig- 
nation in  the  minds  of  the  Miniftcrs  as  low  and  vulgar,  and  per- 
haps would  have  the  fame  c{k^(^  agnin.      If,  as  it  had  been  ftatcd, 
that  gentlemen  would  fcrvc  rhcir  coufitry,  without  at  (he  fame  time 
fcrving  thcmfelvcs,  we  ccrtiiiniy  Ifad  at  prcfci\t  a  moft  gentlemanly 
Adminiftration  \  and   one  g' ntkinan  {'?vTr.   Secretary    Dundas;  is 
three  times  a  greater  gcntlcjr.an  rh.in  any  of  them,   for  he  has  three 
places  !     Whether  upon  this   topic  ^'^ntlcmen  l^.ad    made  up  th^ir 
minds,  he  could  not  tell,  biU   there  was  yet  time  f.;r  a  more  tx- 
plicit  declariition.      He  wi(hcd  to  know  what  wtre  the  views  of  .\^i- 
miniflration  as  to  the  Government  of   France  ;  did  tliey  fpecula'c 
on  the  deftrud^ion  of  the  .Republic  and   rellora'ion   of  Monarchy  : 
As   for  himfclf,  he   explicitly  declared   he  ncitiicr  looked  for,  nor 
wifhed  any  fueh  thing,  having  the  interellsof  the  country  at  heart ; 
he  confidercd  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch  an  attempt  to  be  a 
lingering  perfeverance  in  the  war,  which  would  (hake  the  founda- 
tion on  which  the  principles  and  fecurity  of  our  conft' tution  were 
laid.      If  we  hoped  to  excite  ci\  il  difcords  in  France,  and  depended 
on  the  fuppofed  Loyalitls  in  that  eouhtr)',  the  confequences  would 
be,  a  long,  bloody,  and    lingering    contcft,  accumulation  of  debt, 
annihilation  of  commerce,  and  linally,  deftruflion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.     One  of  two  alternatives  would  be  the  confequcnee  in  France, 
cither  a  ferocious  and  fanguinary  Rej  ublic  would  be  eftablifned, 
which  would  deftroy    order  in  Europe,  or  the  old  and  inveterate 
enemy  of  England,  die  ancient  defpotifm,  would  be  reftorcd  ;  both 
of  which  would  be  c<jually   fatal   to  us.      If  the  principles  of  the 
prefent  Government  in  France  were  incompatible  with  order,  tlie 
beft  way,  he  thought,  would  be   to  leave  them  to  themfelvcs,  as 
the  moft  likely  method  of  correding  their  errors.      The  great  mis- 
fortune of  the  country  was,  that  the  Minifter's  pride  ftood  in  the 
way  of  the  ipterefts  of  the  people  ;  for  he  knew  that  he  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  Republic,  in  order  to  make  peace  ;  he  was,  how- 
ever, only  delaying  the  hour  of  his  (liame.      If  the  Committee  were 
allowed,  he   had   no  doubt  that  every  thing  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  faid,  would  appear  to  be  true,  and  that  the  refult  would 
be  a  difpofition  to  peace. 

'  Mr.  CANNING  faid,  that  if  the  fpeech  of  tlie  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  made  the  motion,  had  left  on  his  mind  the 
impreflion  that  no  fuch  inquiry  as  that  which  he  propofed  was  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  m  the  lifter  kingdom 
was  in  truth  the  only  reafon  why  fuch  an  inquiry  had  been  propofed, 
tlie  fpceqh  of  his  honourable  friend   (Mr.  Sheridan),   who  had  juft 
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far  down,  had   certainly  had  no  odicr  eiFed  than  to  confirm  that 
im^reflion. 

I:  appeared  to  him   mod  plain  that  the  critic»xl  ftate  of  Ireland 
^^i>  t!:c  only  thing  that  had  produced  tlic  motion  ;  as  not  one  other 
'  :  i.^  had  been  introduced,  upc»n  which  the  Houfe  had  not  already, 
!  ^  the  coiirfc  of  the  fefllon,  come  to  a  folcmn  and  repeated  dccilion. 
P  .r  tills  rcafon,   he  certainly  fhould   not  prefumc   to  trouble  the 
lif  'ufe  with  any  remarks  upon  other  fubjcfts  ;  but  confining  himfelf 
! 'c]y  to  that  of  Ireland,   he  fhould   bj    ccntcntcd  to  obfervc,  that 
rh-  situation  of  affairs  there,  fo  Ur  from  being  a  fufEcicnt  induce- 
ment to  him  to  agree  to  a  Committee,  ^vould,  even  if '  the  Com- 
rTiirtcc  were  on  other  grounds  defirablc,  rather  operate  to  diffuadc 
him  from  going  into  it  at  the  prefent  moment.      He  did  not  mean  to 
("  ntend  that  the  King's  ?  linlilcrs  were  Icfs  rcfponfiblc  to  this  Houfe 
f  r  their  condudl  with  regard  to  Ireland,  than  to  any  other  part  of 
tli:  empire,  or  to  deny,   in  the  fmalleR  degree,  that  the  Houfe  had 
a  clear  right  to  examine  into  their  condu£l  in  that  particular.      But 
h^'  muft  contend,  that  it  was  a   right  to  be  excrci fed  in  the  prefent 
ir.!tincc  with  much  caution  and  delicacy,   from  the  ftatc    in  which 
rhc  bufmcfs  now  Rood,  and  alfo  lefl  it  fhould  lead  to  difcufTions  im- 
mediately interfering  wnth  the  fupremacy  of  the  Irifli  Parliament. 
He  did  not  fee  how,  at  this  moment,  it  would  be  pf>ffible  to  go  into 
an  examination  of  Irifh  affairs,  without   in  fomc  degree  agitating 
the  qucftion  of  the  Catholic  emancipation;  and   that  men  fu  re,  in 
th.c  ftagc  in  which  it  now  flood,  he  conceived  it  was  not  our  province 
tr»  agitate  ;  for  whatever  might  be  t)ur  opinion  upon  that  fuljccl— 
\>hcther  wc  (hould  agree  with  that   part   of  the  Irifli  nation  who 
thought  that  more  could  not   fafely  be  conceded  to   the  Catholics, 
than  had  been  conceded  in  the  laff  Adminiftration  of  that  country, 
or  whether  wc  were  prepared  to  fay,  in  the  language  of  an  eminent 
charafter  in  that  country,  (Mr.  Grattan)  or  that  which  had  lately 
been  prefented,  as  his,  to  the  Public,  "  Let  us  embrace,  and  greatly 
emancipate  ;"— whatever   might  be  our  opinion   (and  he  did  not 
mean  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  anticipate  which  way  it  would  go) 
wc  could  not  ^fily  declare  that  opinion  at  this  time,  without  either 
lowering  our  own  dignity,  or  trenching  upon  that  of  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland,     As  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
Has  againfl  difcuflTing,  as  in  a  Debating  Society,  what  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  decide  ;  and  as  a  friend  to  the  independence  of  the 
Legiflature  of  Ireland,  he  could  not  confent  to  come  to  a  decifion 
in  that  Houfe,  which  might  have  the  appearance  of  anticipating  the 
judgement,  and  dilating  the  determination  of  the  Irifli  Parliament. 
There  were  but  one  or  two  fcntimcnts  of  his  honourable  friend 
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who''  fpokc  laft,  unconnedtcd  with  this  queftlon  of  Irdand,    upor 
which  he  fhould  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  obfcrvation.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  confeflcd  that  he  confidered  the  motion  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  niotlon  for  the  removal  of  Minifters.      In  this 
view,   he  could  not  but  think  that  it  did  come  forward  at  rather  an 
unfeafonable  period.     The  removal  of  the  exiting  Minifters  was 
intended,  no  doubt,  to  make  room  for  others,   who  would  purfuc 
an  oppoflte  line  of  conduct,  and  whofe  firft  objeft  would  conic- 
quently  be  a  negocintion  for  peace  ;  and  if  fo,  it  would  furely  have 
been  more  rational  to  have  attempted  to  cffeft  it,  before  the  Hbuic 
had  fandlioned  their  pad  condud  by  its  approbation-^beforc  it  had 
cntruAed  to  their  liands,  by  fuch  large  and  liberal  fupplies>   the 
means  of  continuing  the  profccution  of  the  war.     But  it  feenis,  in 
no  other  country  than  this,  could  Minifters  have  continued  i;i  of- 
fice after  fuch  repeated  failures  and  difgraces.  ^    The  reafon  of  this 
difference  between  this  and  other  countries  is  obvious  ;  in  arbitrary 
Governments,  where  the  people  are  admitted  into  no  (hare  or  know- 
ledge of  the  plans  of  aclion,  but  are  left  to  form  their  judgiement 
of  the  propriety  of  any  line  of  conduft  folcly  from  the  event — it  is 
very  natural,  that  being  thus  circumfcribed  in  the  means  of  forming 
their  opinion,    they  fhould  form  it  haftily  and  arbitrarily  ;  and. 
knowing  no  other  .criterion  than  fuccefs,  fliould  conclude  that  what 
has  failed  in  the  execution,  muft  have  been  wrong  in  the  plan,  an  J, 
as  fuch,  ought  to  bring,  punirtiment  upon  its  advifers.    But  in  a  free 
country,  whcrC  the  people  have  the  fprings  and  motives  of  aclion, 
as  well  as  the  a<9ion  itfelf,  brought  before  their  eyes— —where  they 
go  hand  in  hand  with  their  Reprefentatives,  and  their  Reprcfcnta- 
tives  with  the  Executive  Government,  in  weighing  the  propriety  of 
meafures,  as  they  arife,  and  while  they  are  purfuing-^— it  is  not 
there  natural  or  neceffary  that  they  (hould  judge  fo  haftily  from  the 
event  alone,  but  that  having  the  power  of  weighing  all  circumftanccs 
together,  they  (hould  affix  blame  to  failure,  only  where  failure  may 
feem  to  have  flowed  from  mifconducS,  and  not  from  mifchance. 

Another,  and  indeed  the  only  new  temptation,  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  held  out  to  induce  us  to  go  into  die  Com- 
mittee, is,  tliat  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of  propofing  in  that 
Committee  a  new  refource  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  by  a  tax, 
in  imitation  of  that  faid  to  have  been  lately  laid  in  Spain,  of  25  per 
cent,  on  all  places  and  pcnfions.  The  mention  of  this  fubjedt  cer- 
tainly never  fails  to  have  confiderable  fuccefs,  bceaufe  it  carries  with 
it  an  eafy  and  obvious  attack  upon  all  gentlemen  who  hold  .offices 
under  Government ;  and  perhaps, there  may  be  a  dc^ee  of  ridicule 
attached  to  any  thing  like  a  ferious  anfwer  on  the  fubjedt.     But  ia 
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the  firft  place^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  gentlemen  that  the 
tax  intended   to   be  prc^x^fed,  does  exiA,  and   has  extfled  in  this 
countiy,  even  to  a  lai]gcr  proportion  than  it  has  lately  been  laid  in 
that  country  which  it  is  prbpofed  to  us  to  imitate.     [Mr.  Canning 
alluded  to  the  land-tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  paid  by  all  places  and 
pcnfions  above  a  certain  value,  and   two  other  taxes  amounting  to 
about   IS.  6d.    in  the  pound,  making  in  all  5s.  Od.,  fomcthing 
more  than  25   per  cent.]     In  the  next  place,  if  gentlemen  really 
mean  to  carry  this  principle  to  its  extent,  and  to  contend  that  no 
falary  ought  to  be  annexed  to  office,  and  no  rcniuneration  granted 
to  thofc  who  have  ferved  the  State  ;  and   if  they  really  think  that 
in  doing  this,  they  fhould  throw  an  additional  weight  into  die  po- 
pular fcale  of  the  conftitution,  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  their  while 
to  confider,   whether  this  might  not  have  a  contrary  efFe<£t— whe- 
ther it  might  not  tend  to  exclude  from  the  political  fcrvicc  of  the 
Sate  all  hut  men  of  laige  hereditary  propert}" ;  whether,  in  (hort,  as 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  well  obferved  the  beauty  of  the 
conftitution  toconfift  not  fo  much  in  any  nice  theory,  or  fancied  ba- 
lance of  powers  and  privileges,  as  in  its  extended  practical  utility  ; 
whether  that  equalizing  principle,  which  gives  to  plebeians,  and  the 
fons  of  plebeians,  the  fame  opportunities  of  exertion  in  the  State's 
fcrvicc,  with  the  proudcft  branches  of  the  Arirtocracy,  which  opens 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Cabinet,  not  m'jrc  to  anceftral 
dignity  and  hereditary  worth,  than  to  acquired  eminence  ar»J  low- 
bom  virtue ;  be  not  that  principle,  which  tends  more  than  any 
other  to  cheri(h  talents,  and  freedom,  and  honcft  emulation  among 
us— the  principle  in  which  flows  tbe  very  life-blood  of  the  confti- 
tution. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  perceiving  the  Houfe  to  be  impatient 
for  thequeftion,  he  would  not  detain  them  by  any  farther  ohfcrva- 
tions ;  but  conclude  with  faying,  that  as  he  had  heard  nothing  pro- 
pofed  as  an  inducement  to  go  into  a  Committee,  but  either  fuch 
fubje£b  as  had  already  been  repeatedly  determined  in  the  Houfe, 
or  fuch  as  it  would  be  in  the  higluft  degree  impoliric  to  bring  for- 
urard  at  prcfent  for  difcuiTion^  he  (hould  give  hi$  vote  for  the  ad- 
journment- 
Mr.  BASTARD  thought  all  inquiry  refpedling  Ireland  at  this 
time  improper,  and  could  not  therefore  vote  for  the  motion.  There 
wcrc»  however,  .many  fubjedls  that  in  his  mind  called  ft  r  fctious 
inquiry,  particularly  refpedling  the  condudt  of  the  Admiralty  Board ; ' 
the  advantages  which  the  French  had  gained  at  fea,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  from  which  the  fleet  was  ib  ]m\g  detained  in  port ;  the 
rcfult  of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Commiflioncrs  of  Public  Ac- 
VoL.  XLL  ^ 
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counts  on  the  fubjcdt  of  penfions;  he"  could  not  agree  "^vith  thofe 
gentlemen  who  thought  that  taxing  places  and  penfions  ^"as  any 
dcfperatc  fign  of  our  refourccs. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  wiflied  to  fay  a  few  words  in  order  fo 
explain  the  reafons  for  his  vote,  that  he  might  not  be  mlfundcrflcxxi. 
Much  as  he  admired  the  uncommon  elocjuence  of  the  right  honour- 
able mover,  yet,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  brilliant  and  animated 
fpeech,  he  felt  prepared  to  vote  ngnin^  the  motion.     He  differed  m 
the  conclufions  which  had  been  drawn  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ;  he  thought  the  difcuffion  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  at  prcfenr 
might  be  attended  with  danger(»us  Confequences.      He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  removal  of  His  Majcfty's  Minitlers,  or  to  fub- 
ftitutc  others  in  ilicir  place  to  cnrry  on  the  war.     At  the  fame  time 
he  muft  alfo  ftate,  that  he  differed  from  his  right  honourable  fricnJ, 
when  he  ftated  tl.e  fituation  of  the  country  to  be  the  fame  as  it  wns 
on  the  firft  dav  of  the  fuffon  :  he  thouMit  it  was  materially  difFercnf. 
Though  peace  was  dclirablc  then,  it  was  much  more  fo  now,  and 
at  the  fame  time'  more  atr.rmablc  from  the  events  that  had  fincc  oc- 
curred.     The  civil  war  in  Trance  wns  at  an  end,  the  fitiiation  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  retreat,  from  Holland,  and  above  all,  the 
difpofition  of  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France,  tended,   in  his 
opinion,  to  facilitate  negoeiatlon.     Thcfe  were  topics  which  he  was 
aware  did  not  come  properly  before  the  Houfe  now,  but  the  time 
would  come,  even  this  frjflion,  when  they  would  be  brought  forward 
in  the  fhnpe  of  a  regular  motion,  which,  if  nobody  clfe  did,  he 
wojld  think  it  his  duty  to  make. 

Mr.  FOX  then  rofe,  and  made  a  reply  to  the  following^  efFe6l : 
I  (c'll  it  ncctffTary  to  fiy  a  few  words  in  anfwerto  what  I  have  heard 
to-night,  and  chiefly  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  qj.Tliau  of  adjournment.  Gentlemen  have  partly  mifunderfto>d 
my  meaning,  if  they  confider  that  I  have  whhed  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  on  any  one  particular  point ;  or 
.that  I  wilh  j^articularly  to  agitate  topics  of  war  or  peace,  w  hich  have 
been  already  difeulfed  in  this  Houfe,  in  which  I  have  not  had  the 
good  fortune  to  agree  with  the  majority.  I  meant,  by  moving  for 
the  Commjttee,  to  inquire  into  the  condu(5\  of  the  war  in  general, 
in  order  that  we  might  fee  how  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  have  ac^cd. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  fay,  they  do  not  wi(h  to  turn  out  Mi- 
nifttrs.  Thry  fay  too,  that  they  do  not  wifti  to  inquire  into  the 
con  HK"^  of  the  war.  That  is  natural  enough  ^  the  meaning  of  it 
is  ubvions.  They  do  no  wilTi  for  an  inquirv  ;  that  is,  they  know 
that  an  wiqair}'  ih  likely  to  influence  the  opinion  of  this  Houtl'  upon 
llie  conducl:  of  the  Minifters,  and  that  after  being  compelled  to 
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ccnfurc  them,  wc  fhali,  in  juftice  to  our  own  confidency,  be  obliged 
til  vote  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne  for  ^heir  removal.   J  faid  that 
ritis  country  was  in  a  fituation  that,  on  the  face  of  things,  called 
icT  an  inquiry,  and  therefore  I  moved  for  it ;.  and  I  believe  that 
the  rcfult  would  be,  that  this  Houfc  could  not,  confiftcntlv  with  its 
ivxn  honour,   refufe  a  vote  of  cenfurc  on  Miniilcrs,  and  an  Addrefs 
f\»r  thtir  removal ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  myderious  that  fome  gen- 
t>men  (hould  be  tihwilling  to  go  into  an  inquiry.     But  are  w*e  in- 
dcJ  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  Minifters,  and  are  not  to  inquire 
i:v.o  their  condud,  left  the  rcfult  fhould  be,  that  they  muft  be  re- 
n  .>vcd  r  Arc  we  indeed  fo  very  complaifant  to  Adminiftration,  that 
r  'JlT  than  they  (hould  lofe  their  power,  the  country  fhall  be  loft  ? 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  infinuatcd  fomething  like  a 
i.!nr,  that  if  he  and  his  airociates  were  difmilfed  to-morrow,  and 
( :!»t^rs  more  able  were  appointed  in  their  ftead,  neither  His  Majefty, 
I'Tthe  Public,  would  look  to  thofe  who  fupport  thcprcfcnt  motion, 
t  r  their  afllftance.     Now,  Sir,  upon-  that  fubjeci,   I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  fay  what  I  feel,  and  what,  indeed,  I  partly  exprcffcd  on 
a  former  occafion.   If  this  war  be  to  be  carried  on  with  more  vigour 
thian  it  has  been  on  the  part  of  this  countrj',  and  by  men  of  greater 
cipiciiy  than  the  prcfent  Miniftcrs,  but  on  the  fime  principles  as  it 
has  been  hitherto  avowed,  and  for  the  fame  obje6l — and  I  know 
tr.at  there  are  many  men  who  arc  friends  enough  to  this  war,  to 
cany  it  on  upon  fuch^erms-: — but  all  I  can  fiy  is,  that  there  is  not 
snv  thing  that  His  Majefty  can  offer  to  mc — No,  Sir,  nor  any 
taing  that  any  Prince  in  Europe  can  offer  to  me,  that  fhould  induce 
mc  to  take  any  (hare  in  it.     But  is  that,  or  can  it  be  a  reafon  that 
Uiis  Houfc  (hould  not  inquire  into  the  condud  of  Miniftcrs,  who 
have  brought  upon  this  country  fuch  calamities  ;  calamities  that  have 
rr-'ver  been  equalled  in  any  period  of  its  hiftory  ?  Even  thofe  who 
v,-:rs  originally,  and  who  may  be  ft  ill,  againft  any  terms  of  ncgoci- 
ationfor  peace,  ftiould  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the 
war,  and  follow  it  up,  if  neceffary,  for  an  Addrefs  to  His  Majcft)% 
to  appoint  fome  perfons  more  likely  to  condufl  it  with  fucccfs.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  he  ij  not  anfwerable  for 
what  might  be  done  by  a  Minifter  abroad  upon  fome  particular  oc- 
cafion— an  cxpreffion  that  is  unworthy  of  any  man  who  calls  himfelf 
3  Minifter.      The  declaration  of  a  Minifter  abroad  may  create  a 
war  between  tv/o  nations.      Is  it  to  be  indured  in  this  Houfe,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  fay,  "  fuch  a  declaration  was 
not  mine,  but  was  the  declaration  of  Mr,  Drake,  or  of  any  other 
Ambaffadorr"  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  told  the  Houfc 
to-night,  that  Miniftcrs  have  adlcd  with  regard  to  neutral  powers' 
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according  to  the  fpiritof  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  wll  appear 
evident  when  the  fubjc£t  comes  to  be  inquired  into ;  and  yet,  with 
the  fame,  breath,  he  tells  tlie  Houfe  he  will  not  confenr  to  inquire 
into  it  at  all.     Then  he  tells  us,  that  this  it  a  buGnefs  wliich  o^jghz 
to  have  been  inquired  into  before  this,  and  much  ftrefs  is  laid  on  the 
time  in  which  I  have  made  my  motion.     Why,  Sir,  we  have  not 
been  negligent  on  tliis  fide'of  the  Houfe  in  bringing  forward  qucflicr.s 
upon  the  war.     A  motion  was  made  early  in  the  fcflion,    for  a  nr- 
gociation  for  peace,  which  was  negatived.     Then  came  public  bu- 
linefs,  the  bucket,  and  other  fubjcdts.    But  it  is  faid  I  have  brotght 
on  my  motion  on  account  of  the  critical  fituation  of  Ireland.  Now, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  that,  I  had  formed  a  refolution  of  bringing  Hiis 
motion  forward  before  the  aflairsof  that  country  wore  fo  fcrious  an 
afpc£t  as  they  do  now,  and  before  I  heard  one  word  of  what  his 
lately  happened  there.     I  do  not  rccoUeft  the  particular  day,  but  I 
am  fure  the  fa<£l  is  fo ;  and  I  believe  I  gave  notice  in  this  Houfe  ct' 
my  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
left  re  the  late  accounts  from  Ireland  arrived.     I  cannot  help  al- 
luding to  what  one  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  to-night  with  rc- 
gaid  to  Ireland  ;  he  faid  that  he  ihould  vote  for  this  inquiry,  hnd  h 
not  been  that  I  faid  I  (hould  move  a  refolution  in  the  Committee 
upon  that  fubjedt.     Why,  if  fo,  Sir,  let  him  vote  for  the  inqwiV 
into  the  (late  of  the  nation  generally ;  and  let  him  vote  againff  \U 
refolution  with  regard  to  Ireland  when  that  comes  to  be  propokd. 
With  refpeft  to  Ireland,  I  conceive  that  what  has  happened  has 
arifen  out  of  the  fajult  of  Miniftcrs  in  this  country.     A  great  miT- 
chief  to  this  country  has  been  produced  by  the  mifcondudl  of  Mini- 
fters,  and  I  fay  there  Hiould  be  an  inquiry  into  that  buiincfs,  f^-r 
the  particular  purpofe  of  knoM'irig  who  is  really  to  blame,  in  order 
that  we  may  proceed  to  ccnfure,  and,  if  neceffary,  to  punifh  (\Kh 
Minifters.     On  the  conduft  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  I  can  cnlv 
fay  that  I  have  a  ftrong  opinion,  that  when  this  bufincfs  is  fuf'y 
inveftigated,  the  rcfult  will  be  to  the  honour  of  that  nobleman,  and 
to  the  fhamc  and  confufion  of  the  Minifters  in  this  country.     Tl.^t 
is  my  opinion  ;  but  what  fignifies  what  my  opinion  is  ;  this  Hou^c 
has  no  bufmefs  with  the  opinions  of  individuals.     It  is  their  dury 
to  inquire  into  die  fadt.    But  it  feems  there  is  a  great  delicac}'  upon 
this  fubjeft.     Now,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  there  fhould  be  nonet 
for  what  any  Miniftcr  does  in  his  official  fituation  is  fair  matter  of 
inquiry  in  this  Houfe,  whether .  it  regards  this  country  or  Ireland. 
I  have  heard  it  faid,  that  wc  fliould  not  interfere  with  the  Paxlia- 
mcnt  of  Ireland,  and  that  my  motion  has  that  tendency.      I  mean 
no  fuch  thing,     I  only  mean  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mini- 
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ften*  The(e  fabjefVs  are  dd>ated  in  the  Cabinety  and  perhaps  fom^ 
times  particulars  refped^ing  zQs  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  are  debated 
in  Ac  Cabinet ;  now  I  want  to  know,  although  I  would  not  have 
this  Houfe  interfere  in  the  leaft  degree,  nor  have  we  the  power  of 
interfering  with  the  Parliament  of  Ireland ;  but  I  want  to  know,  1 
favy  upon  what  jninciplc  it  is  that  the  Cabinet  fhould  do  more  upon 
that  topic  than  this  Houfe,  or  than  the  Parliament  of  this  country. 
I  fee  no  fuch  principle  ;  but  I  know,  that  with  regard  to  any  recom- 
mendation from  the  Throne  to  the  Parliament  of  this  or  of  that 
country,  that  is  a  matter  for  which  Minifters  are  liable  to  be  called 
to  account ;  for  it  is  Minifters  who  advife  that  recommendation.    If 
it  were  not  fo,  let  me  afk  what  might  the  confequence  be.     Mini* 
ftcrs  may  fo  conduft  themfelves  that  the  fituation  of  the  two  countdeei 
tnay  be  in  danger,  moft  imminent  danger,  and  can  that  happen, 
and  yet  that  we  fhall  be  told  that  we  cannot  interfere  ?    Sir,  I  do 
^flcrtthat  wc  have  the  power,  and  that  we  ought  to  exercife  it,  of 
calling  for  an  inquiry  ;  yes,  Sir,  and  to  proceed  to  punifhment  for 
fuch  malignant  mifcondud  on  thofe  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  it. 
That  fudi  has  been  the  condud  of  Minifters  is  undeniable  and  un-> 
dcnicd.      I  have  been  told  that  I  aip  puttii^  Ireland  in  danger  by 
what  I  have  faid>  to-night ;  pray,  Sir,  who  has  put  Ireland  in  dan- 
ger nwft  ;  I  who  have  moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  (bte  of  it ;  or 
thofe  who  by  their  mifchievous  condudl  have  made  that  inquiry  ne« 
ctffary — I  who  refped  both  that  and  this  country  as  much  as  any 
man  in  this  Houfe  ^  or  thofe  who  conduct  themfclves  as  if  they  re- 
garded the  intercft  of  neither,  when  held  in  competition  with  their 
own  power  I — Sir,  I  fay  I  have  a  right  to  call  on  Minifters  to  an- 
fwcr  for  the  danger  in  which  they  have  involved  the  two  countries» 
and  which  I  believe  to  be  prejudicial  equally  to  both.     I  wifh  to 
know  whether  it  is  to  be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle,  that^  the 
general  failure  of  the  army,  and  the  general  mifchief  which  th6 
condu<a  of  Minifters  has  occafioned,  are  not  to  be  confidcred  as 
prima  facte  evidence  of  the  neceffity  of  inquiring  into  their  mifcon- 
dud.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  my  conduct,  if 
not  counteraded,  would  tend  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  country. 
That  a  man,  who  has  himfelf  fo  lowered  the  dignity  of  this  coun- 
try, who  has  brought  it  to  the  verge  of  ruin  by  the  obftinacy  and  the 
madncfs  of  his  condudt,  (hould  prefume  even  to  think  that  any  body 
clfe  could  lower  it  more  than  he  has,  is,  I  own,  rather  cxtraowM- 
nary.     I  dcfire  to  know,  and  I  aflc  the  Minifter  to  inform  me,  if 
he  can,  \  afk  any  man  in  this  Houfe  to  inform  me,  when  it  was 
that  I  endeavoured  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  country  ?  He  alluded 
to  the  prcfent  war  ;  what  has  been  his  conduit,  and  what  did  I  ad- 
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-  vife  this  Houfe  upoi;i  that  fobjed  ?  I  would  hai'c  offered  rcafonablc 
terms  to  France  before  the  war  commenced,  an<i  fur  that  purpofc 
I  propofed  a  ncgociation  ;  he  affecfted  to  difdain  it.  Wliat  has  bcc  n 
the  event  ?  Will  even  he  himfclf  now  attempt  to  fay  that  there  is 
SI  chance  of  making  fogood  a  peace  no^,  as  we  might  have  had  then  s 
Does  he  even  hope  he  can  ever  ncgociate-  witl\  the  French  in  a  lltu- 
ation  lefs  di(honourable  to  us  than  the  prefcnt  ?  I  would  have  nego- 
dated  with  them  before  a  fight.  He  muft  negociate  after  a  fight, 
and  after  a  defeat  too,  if  he  ncgociatcs  at  all.  I  would  have  ncgo- 
ciated,  with  them  while  we  were  rich  in  our  rcfourccs  and  our  com- 
merce lyas  intire.     He  muft  negochtc  when  both  arc  defpcrately 

,  impaired.  I  would  have  negociated  before  our  allies  were  defeated, 
and  while  they  were  yet  fuppofed  to  be  in  union.  He  muft  nego- 
ciate after  vidlory  h^s  been  declared  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  and  tiic 
allies  have  been  deferting  us  and  one  another.  After  this,  that  fuch 
a  man  could  poflibly  fuppofe  he  is  fupportlng  the  dignity  of  this 
country,  and  that  he  fliould  put  himfclf  on  a  footing  with  any  gen- 
tleman, who  has  not  the  misfortune  to  be  in  the  prefcnt  Adminilira- 
tion,  is  an  extraordinary  thing,  but  it  is  an  aflumption  of  merit 
which  is  peculiar  to  His  Majcfty's  prefent  Council.  In  the  mean 
timCy  It  is  with  heartfelt  fatistacStion  I  rcflccSl,  that  in  every  thing  I 
ever  propofed,  I  have  fupported  the  .dignity  of  tliis  country  ;  I  re- 
gard it  as  a  circumftance  of  good  fortune  to  me,  that  I  never  gave 
an  opinion  by  which  one  drop  of  Britifti  blood  was  (lied,  or  any  cf 
its  treafure  fquandercd.  It  has  been  my  fortune  ro  oppofe,  perhaps 
unfuccefsfully,  that  which  brought  this  country  into  a  difaftrous  fi- 
tuation :  I  mean  the  American  war— a  war  dififtrous  indeed  \  but 
after  all  the  calamity  which  it  produced,  we  were  happy  then  com- 
pared with  the  fituation  of  this  country  now.  Gooti  God,  Sir, 
that  there  (hould  be  a  moment  when  the  American  war  fliould  be 

/a  ftate  of  happinefs  when  compared  to  it ;  and  yet  fo  it  is,  fo  any 
perfon  will  find  it  to  be  on  examining  them  both.  The  calamities 
of  the  American  war  bear  no  refcmblance  to  the  prefent.  Docs 
the  Minifter  deny  the  fadl ;  he  has  never  yet  faid  it,  and  I  (houLi 
be^glad  to  hear  him  aver  it  now,  for  I  am  ready  to  anfwer  him  if  he 
does  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  infinuatc 
that  thofc  with  whom  I  adl,  and  myfelf,  never  mentioji  the  glor\'  of 
the  Britifh  arms.  The  fadl  is  notorioufly  otherwife.  Tiiere  is  not 
one  inftance  in  which  we  have  withheld  praifc  from  any  of  our  gal- 
lant heroes ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  been  proud  to  pralfe  them. 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  a  Member  of  this  Houfo 
in  the  time  of  the  American  war,  but  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  of 
inquiring,  he  may  be  eafily  informed  of  the  part  I  took  in  praifiog 
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ti)o  gallantry  of  the  Britifh  trt)ops.  America,  however,  was  loft— 
\v.  nrr  now  fearing  left  we  flu^uld  lofe  Ireland  ;  and  I  own  to  you, 
S. ,  I  tremble  for  the  fate  of  Great  Britain.  Is  it  then  a  thing  to 
b  '.nil'jrfd — k)  hear  a  mm  accufe  others  jof  endeavouring  to  lower 
t!i.-  '-^niry  of  this  coui-rry,  when  \ve  are  doing  all  vc  can  to  fave  it, 
anj  ..re  callujg  for  an  iiKiuirv  into  tbc  con-iuct  of  that  very  man  who 
hr>  ho'.jcrht  us  r»j  the  wrv  l;ii)  <Tjkc,  in  wliioli  we  ?rc  now  contend- 

—  *  • 

irv  tir  oiir  \cr\*  cxiltcn.*.,   an-J  flial)  it  be  ulll  a  quvUk  n  who  is  the 
K:t  iricn-l  ro  ti>e  l\onowi  ar.  i  i:ir(Tcr;s  i.l"(JrLr«t  riltalr.-?      This  in- 
q-.lry  may  not  take  pi  ice,  but  I  am  very  ^^lad  tlie  hfn'urable  gen- 
tleman ('Mr.  Wiiber^->rce)  has  intimated  his  inrtn'i'-n  of  bringing 
tl.c  fubjccl   in  fomc  other •fliape  forward.      He  em  do  it  wirh  great 
pr-'oriery.  But  I  wi(h  again  to  alk,  if  this  Committee  be  not  granted, 
what  I  am  to  fay  to  my  conftituents  if  they  aflc — who  are  the  allies 
<>{  diis  country  ?   What'  is  our  relative  fituation  with  the  King  of 
PfLiiTia  r — What  with  die  Emperor  ? — What  has  been  the  condudk 
ot  Adminiilration  with  regard  to  the  war  r— -Wliat  is  the  fituation 
'-•f  Ireland  ? — ^To  all  thcfe  queftions  I  can  only  anfwcr,  "  I  cannot 
t:ll  you  any  thing  of  thefc  things.  Tl;e  Houfe  of  Commons  would 
n  .t  grant  me  an  inr^uiry  ;  they  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  Mini- 
Kvr.'*     I  wiib  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  have  credit  with  the  peo- 
I'*c.    I  know  there  are  ere:r>ies  to  this  Houfe  ;  atid  if  you  refufe  this 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  you  will  furnifli 
niore  arguments  againil  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  any  that  ever 
•»vrotc  upon  the  fubjed. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  qucftion  of  adjournment. 
Ayes  219;  Noes  63.     Majority  156. 

Conra  LIST  of  the  TvlINORITY  who  voted  on  Mr.  FOX's 

Motion  : 

Antonic,  Lee  Great  Marlpw 

Anfon,  Thomas  Litchfield 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  ClithcMoc 

Baring,  Sir  Francis  Wycomb 

^arinq;^,  John  Exeter 

Barclay,  George  .  Bridport 

Barham,  J.F,  Stockbridge 

Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward  Northamptori 

B^juvcric,  Hon.  William  Old  Sarum 

Burcb,  J.  R.  Thctford 
IWng,  George                         *       Middlcfcx  County 

Clayton.  Sir  R.  Blechingly 

Church,  J.  B.  Wendover 


CVlce,  Thomas  Norfolk  Countjr 

Cyihouo,  William  'Wford 
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Courtcnay,,  John 
Crewe,  John 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C. 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
, Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Gafcoigne,  Sir  Thomas 
Grey,  Charles 
Halbed,  'N.  B» 
Hare,  James 
Howard,  Henry 
Huffey,  William  ^ 
Jenroife,  C.  Jerroift 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Knight,  R.  Payne 
Langfton,  John, 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Long,  Samuel 

JLudlow,  Earl 
Martin,  James 
M^Leod,  General  N» 
Maitland,  Colonel 

Miines,  R.S. 

Milner,  Sir  William 

North,  Dudley 

Pierfc,  Henry 

FhUips,  J.  G. 

Plumer,  William 

Powlett,  W.  Powlctt 

Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 

Robin  ion,  M. 

Ruffcll,  Lord  William 

8t.  John,  Hon.  St,  Andrew 

Sheridan,  R.  B. 

Shuckhurgh,  Sir  George 

Smith,  William 

Smith)  General 

jSpencer,  Lord  Robert 

Sturt^  Charles 

Taylor,  M.  A. 

Tarleton,  General 

Thorold,  Sir  John 

Townfliend,  Lord  John 

Vyner,  Robert 

Vyncr,  Rt.  jun, 

Walwyn,  James 

Weftcm,  C.C. 

Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun. 

Wilbrahani,  Roger 

Wynne,  R.  W. 


Tamworth 

Chefhire  County 

Sudbury 

Taviftock 

Cumberland  County 

Weft  minder 

Arundel 

Northumberland  Couifty 

Lymington 

Knareiborough 

Glbucefter 

New  Sarum 

Yarmouth,  lile  of  Wight 

Lewes 

Ludlow 

Bridgewater 

Cornwall  County 

Ibheder 

Huntingdonlhire 

Tcwkclbury 

Invemcfsfhirc 

Jedburgh,  iccp 
York 
ditto 

Great  Grirofby 
-Northallerton 

Caermarthen 

Hertfordfliire 

Totnefs 

NewcafUe  ^ 

Boroughbridge 

Surry  County 

Bedtordihirc 

Stafford 

Warwickfhire 

Camelford 

Wareham 

ditto 

Bridport 

Poole 

Liverpool 

Lincoln  County 

Knarelborou|^h 

Thirik 

Lincoln  County 

Hereford 

Maiden 

Bedford 

Bodmyn 

Denbeigh  County 
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Charles  Grcv,  R,  B,  Sheridan 
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Wednffday^    ^^th  March*  ' 

General  TARLETON  moved,  that  there  be  laW  before  th« 
Hoiifc,  a  lift  of  all  Members  whofe  names  were  fent  to  the  Pbft* 
MaftcT-Gcncral,  as  being  difablcd  "by  bodily  infimrity,  for  writing 
4ircdions  to  letters.*— Ohlered. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the  Memorial,  and 
tlfo  the  Commiflioners*  Report  relative  to  the  claim,  of  i5,oool. 
for  Colopel  Fullarton,  be  printed. — Ordered. 

The  Houie  having  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole^ 
Houfc,  to  confidcr  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  a  fupply, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  a  rcfolution,  That  the  fum  of 
7  58,0001.  be  granted  to  His  Majcfty,  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  lot* 
tery,  toconfiftof  50,000  tickets,  at  15I.  3s.  5d.  per  ticket,  whidi 
is  258,0001.  more  than  has  been  ufually  raifed  by  a  lottery^—- -Tht 
rcfolution  paflfcd. 

He  then  moved  fome  nxxiification  of  the  duty  on  Life  Infurances ; 
the  fubftance  was,  that  indead  of  laying  it  on  the  premium^  as  at 
firft  propofed,  it  was  impofed  on  the  capital  infured. 

This  produced  a  ihort  converfatioii,  which  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Huffey,  Mr.  Alderman  Andcrfon,  and  the  Chan- 
eclior  of  the  Exchequer ;  after  which  the  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

Thurfdayi   26/h  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  meiTage  Tnwi  His  Majeibrt 
theftibfhnce  of  which  was,  that  His  Majefty,  relying  on  liie  attach- 
ment and  zeal  of  his  faithful  Commons  for  the  vigorous  profecntion 
of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  recommends  to  them  to  malt* 
provifion  for  the  extraordinary  expence.  which  may  be  incurred,  and 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigcney  of  the  times  may  require. 

The  mcflagc  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Su{^y. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wis  brought 
op. 

On  reading  the  refolution  refpe£ling  the  duty  on  Life  Infurances, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid^  hie  had  conlidered  of  the  objedlions 
which  had  been  urged  againft  this  tax,  and  they  appeared  to  him  to 
have  fo  much  weight  that  (he  (hould  be  glad  to  forego  the  meafure 
if  thit  could  be  done  without  any  public  inconvenience,  and  he  was 
happy  to  £iy  this  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inihnce,  for  the  fum 
which  would  be  produced  beyond  the  eftimate  on  the  additional  duty 
on  fpirits  in  Scotland  would  be  more  than  equal  to  the  fum  intended 
tobe  nufed  by  tl)e  Life  Infurancc  Duty.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  reCoilutioo  be  withdrawn. 

VoL.XLl.  U- 
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Mr.  HUSS^Y  faid,  he  felt  great  fatisfofUoh  at  the  condua  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  alfo 
would  feel  fatisfa^on  in  future,  for  having  adcd  as  he  had  now 
done. 

The  motion  was  agreed,  to. 
.    Mr.  HENNIKER  MAJOR  gtive  noticci,  that  on  the  14th  of 
April  he  (hould  move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  delay  of 
the  Court  Martial  which  was  to  fit  on  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Molloy. 

Mr.  BAKER  f^id  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  con- 
iider  what  he  was  about  more  maturely  before  he  brought  forward 
any  fuch  motion. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  nothing  could  be  more  improper 
than  fuch  a  motion  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  propofed  ;  it 
vas  peculiarly  the  bulincfs  of  the  Executive  Power ;  and  he  truftcd, 
no  attempts  would  be  made  to  interfere  with  that,  in  the  prefcnt 
fituation  of  the  country. . 

Mr.  MAJOR  withdrew  this  notice,  in  confequcncc  of  thefc  re- 
prcfcntations. 

•  .  Mr.  W.  DUN  DAS  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  (hould  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enforce  the  delivery  of  elcdion  writs  in 
Scotland.  He  had  no  doubt  this  would  meet  with  univcrfal  con- 
currence, when  he  ftatcd  that  hp  did  it  in  confequcncc  of  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  Chair  up(;n  a  late  affair  (the  Kirkcudbright 
elcd^ion.) 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  riiat  he  rofc  with  the  intention  of 
moving,  that  the  fecond  reading  be  deferred  to  this  day  fix  nnonths ; 
and  he  (hould  in  a  very  few  words  (late  the  grounds  for  his  motion. 
He  felt  confident,  that  when  the  Houfe  heard  his  rcafons,  thty 
^ould  not  be  willing  to  let  this  bill  proceed  ;  they  w»ould  not  wifa 
to  extend  the  acl  pf  29  Cha.  2.  fo  far  as  to  make  a  breach  of  it 
I>ani(hable  by  fine  and  imprifonmcnt ;  and  to  fubjedl  the  perfon  of- 
fending to  an  indiSment  a$  for  a  mifdemcanor.  He  believed  he 
was  as  well  attached  to  a  proper  obfervance  of  the  Lord*s  Day  as 
any  man ;  but  his  objoflion  to  this  bill  was^^  that  if  it  palToi  it 
^ould  operate  oppreifively  only  on  the  middling  clafs  of  the  people. 
If  the  Houfe  were  really  zealous  for  the  obfervance  of  the  Lord's 
Day,  why  did  they  not  go  to  houfes  of  luxury,  to  clubs,  and  the 
dwellings  of  the  higher  ranks  ?  Perfon^  of  rank  s^nd  fortune  had 
fervants  to  drefs  their  hair  on  a  Sunday,  in  order  that  they  might 
^vff:^x  deccqt  at  jchurcb  ^  but  the  middling  ranks  were  obli^  tf^ 
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have  a  hair-dreflTef •    It  wafe  tnlc  that  hair-dreffirig  was  rtot  a  mattct 
of  ncccffity,  but  it  was  of  decency,  and  he  thought  it  creditable  td 
the  counay  that  perfons  oPkU  ranks  (hould  appear  clean  and  decent 
in  their  attendance  on  public  woffhip.     By  the  aft  of  Charles  II . 
hair-dreiTers  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of  5s.  but  by  this  aft  to  a  large 
fine  and  imprifonment.     Gentlemen  could  not  wifli  to  fubjeft  per- 
sons to  fuch  penalties  for  a  laudable  attention  to  decency.     Many  6( 
the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  did  not  get  their  Wages  till  a  very  late 
hour  on  a  Saturday  night :  and  by  this  aft  if  they  (hould  buy  a  piece 
of  beef  on  Sunday,  they  would  be  liable  to  be  indifted,  fined  and 
impiifoned.     It  might  be  faid,  this  was  a  work  of  ncceflity ;  .but 
ftill  they  were  liable  to  be  indifted,  and  he  did  not  like  fubjefting 
them  to  all  the  incoiivcniences  of  a  profecution,  nor  to  leave  to  x 
jury  to  determine  whether  noceffary  or  not.    Another  objcftion  was, 
thai  by  the  aft  of  Charles  II.  no  penalty  could  be  incurred,  unlefs 
information  were  given  in  ten  days ;  but  this  bill  limited  no  time  ; 
tjiere  was  no  limitation  to  an  indiftment ;  fo  that  if  any  perfon  were! 
to  have  his  hair  drefTcd,  or  took  a  boat,  or  rode  out  the  nc^t  Sun- 
day after  pafling  the  bill,  be  might  be  puniflied  at  any  period  of  hii 
life.     He  admired  an  obfervancc  of  religion,  but  it  was  that  cxcel-^ 
lent  religion  which  was  the  efieft  of  reafon,  and  not  an  enthufiaf^Ic 
cffufion  from  the  tabernacle,  or  a  myftical  reverfe  ;  he  believed,' 
however,  that  none  even  of  the  mod  fanatical  followers  of  Whit- 
field would  wifti  to  have  this  bill  paflTed,  if  they  took  the  trouble  of 
confidcring  it :  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  fecond  reading  be  de- 
ferred to  this  day  fix  months. 

'  f 

Mr.  ELLIOT  faid,  he  agreed  with  the  learned  gentleman  in 
part ;  he  was  convinced  that  the  bill  did  not  go  the  whole  length  it 
might  with  propriety ;  he  had  wifhed  it  to  go  as  far  ks  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  it  was  thought  more  natural  not  to  make  a  new  law, 
bat  to  enforce  the  old  one.  There  were  two  parts  of  the  bill,  only 
one  of  which  had  been  noticed  by  Mr.  Taylor.  This  was  not  ex- 
adly  the  time  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  an  indiftment,  it  would  be 
better  in  the  Committee ;  one  confideration  in  its  favour  was,  that 
the  aft  of  Charles  II.  had  been  tnefFeftuaK  The  obfervancc  of 
the  fabbath  in  his  opinion  was  efTential  to  the  very  exigence  of  reli« 
gion ;  it  was  notorioufly  declining  in  this  country ;  in  the  prefent 
Tear,  the  buildii^  of  great  edifices  was  carried  on  openly,  and  in 
defiance  of  decency,  on  a  Sunday.  There  was  another  circum-^ 
bnce  wMch  alfo  appeared  very  ofi^nfive  in  the  eye  of  religious  de« 
cunim,  and  that  was  the  great  number  of  public  waggons  which 
now  travel  the  road  on  a  Sundav.  He  believed  it  was  within  tha 
knowledge  and  remembrance  of  almod  every  Member  of  the  Houfe, 
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that  fame  few  years  ago  no  foch  thing  as  a  oo'vetod  or  piddic 
gon  was  ever  feen  ou  the  rcKid  pa  the  Sabbadk  day ;  w:heitas  ncp^ 
nothing  was  more  common^  and  every  road  in  the  kingdom  iw^ircxied 
with  them.     He  did  not  know  buti  in  fome  d^ee»  it  might  be 
ncceiSTary  that  they  (hould  be  fuiFered  to  pafs  in  certain  cafes  ;   but  at 
prefent  it  was  carried  to  an  extent  which  required,  in  his  opinioa, 
to  be  confiderably  reftridled.     The'honourabk  gentleman  wlio  op- 
pofed  the  bill  gQing  into  a  Comaiittee  had  made  feveral  objeSiorts, 
which  might  very  weU^be  worthy  of  attention  in  the  Committee,    but 
nrhich  certainly  did  not  apply  at  prefent.     Jiifticcs  of  Peace  were  at 
prefent  very  difapeeably  (ituattd>  by  not  knowii^  how  properly  to 
enforce  the  penalties  which  were  inffidted  on  perfoil$  not  obferving 
the  Lord's  Day,  by  the  a6t  of  Charles  IL     It  was  certainly  right 
and  pioper  tt>  relieve  then)  from  this  difficulty,  by  fome  amendaicnt 
Id  that  Z&,  and  this  could  only  be  done  wid)  efTcdt  by  gcnng  into  a 
Committee*     He  therefot^  hoped,  that,  whatever  gpndemeQ  might 
ibink  of  the  bill,  in  its  prefent  date,  they  would  faifer  it  to  go  into 
a.  Committee,  where  it  would  meet  a  fair  and  full  difcujEBon,  and 
alfo  fuch  alterations  and  modificaticms  as  might  perhaps  lender  it* 
perfedly  agreeable  to  thofc,  who  now  fo  warmly  opfx>fed  it. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid  the  gcntl©^ 
man  who  fpoke  lad  had  very  nfiujch  mi&ndcrfiood  him*  He  ncvet 
wi(hed,  nor  ever  iaid  he  wifiied  that  the  bill  had  gone  £irthcr ;  he 
only  &id,  tbdt  when  thofe  who  had  brought  in  the  bill,  had*  gone 
fo  far  in  layii^  pains  and  penalties  on  the  middling  dafies  of  people^ 
they  had  not  taken  notice  of  die  fafhiooable  clubs,  routs,  &c.  and 
by  that  means  gone  higher  in  dicir  religious  reformation. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  faidi  that  many  obfervations  had  fallen  fiofA 
Mr.  Taylor,  which  certainly  might  come  with  great  propriety,  and 
fome  of  them  perhaps  with  particular  force^  againft  fome  parts  of  the 
hill ;  but  that  this  certainly  was  not  the  proper  time  to  prefs  them. 
He  was  ibongly  of  opinion»  that  fome  fuch  bill  as  this  waa  ex« 
tremely  necefTary.  He  had  therefore  brought  it  in ;  and  as  nothing 
which  he  had  yet  heard  went  in  the  leaft  againft  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  thought  it  oughtj  by  all  mean$,  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  % 
Conunittee. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  was  of  opinion  diat  die  bill  oi^  not  t^ 
go  to  a  Committee.  He  confidered  it  not  only  as  very  repsehca-. 
iible  in  its  confequences  as  being  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  af* 
fefUng  chiefly  the  middle  and  lower  orders  of  people ;  4iut  he  averrod 
it  alfo  to  be  a  very  inquifitorial  bill.  Much  had  been  faid  about 
the  ufe  of  public  waggons  on  a-  Sunday*  He  could  fee  no  leafon 
why  waggons  (hould  be  reftrided  from  paffing  on  a  Sunday^  yAm 


gendemen^s  carriages  and  pod  coaches  and  dvaifes  ifcri  idkmed  to 

luU  about  die  roads  from  'one  aid  of  the  kingdom  to  the  odMr, 

without  die  fmalleft  animadveriion.     In  the  cafe  of  waggons  ir 

mi^  be,  and  in  mo&  inl^nces  it  was,  a  matter  of  neceflity  whicl^ 

induced  their  owners  to  ufe  them  on  that  day ;  in  that  of  gentle* 

men's  carriages,  it  was  the  mere  choice,  wl^m,  or  pleafufc  of  the 

owners  which  put  their  ndieels  in  motion.     The  due  cbfervance  of 

Ae  Lord's  Day,  by  which  he  fuppofed  the  attendance  at  foroe  place 

of  public  worihip  was  meant,  was  equally  broke  through  in  bodi 

cafes^  and  why  it  (hould  h:  more  faulty  or  defcrving  of  cenfure,  or 

of  pains  and  penalties  in  the  cafe  of  neceiTity  than  it  was  in  that  of' 

caprice,    it  was  not  in  his  power  to  account.     He  conjured  the 

Houic.  iDconfider  the  bufinefs  attentively,  and  not  give  way  to  thi» 

fandimonious  kind  of  enforcing  the  obfervance  of  that  nobk  relU 

^on  which  was  pio&fled  in  this  country,  by  endeavouring  to  make 

the  dread  of  a  JuAice's  warrant  more  conducive  to  its  general  eftab-^ 

iiihment  andfecurity,  than  the  fublime  didiates  of  foyeieign  realbu. 

In  the  ftarched  and  gloomy  days  of  the  Commonwealth,  no  fudi 

means  as  thefe  had  been  reforted  to,  and  every  one  knew  how  mudi 

fireis  was  laid  on  the  obfervance  ot  the  Lord's  Day  in  thofe  times* 

He  icmembered  Mr.  Hume  mentioned  a  dialogue  between  a  Puritan 

and  a  Cavalier,  in  which  the  Puritan  tells  the  other  diat  his  partf 

aK  veiy  widced,  for  that  **  they  indulged  themfelves  in  gaming,' 

n  drinking,  and  in  die  company  of  lewd  women,  and  never  went 

todiuich.**     **  True,"  replies  the  Cavalier,  "wedofo,  and  we 

iorit  openly-— our  nature  impels  us  to  love  women,  and  our  incll* 

nation  to  drink,  game,  and  ffay  away  from  church ;  but  you  do  aK 

thefe  diings  in  fad,  and  hypocritically  veil  it  under  the  fandimo* 

nous  eeiemonies  of  oftentatious  obiervances.*' 

He  okyejled  to  the  prefent  bill  being  coratnitted,   on  anodter'  - 
pnind ;  for  under  pretences  of  enforcing  a  ftri£h:r  obfervance  of 
tbe  Lord's  Day,    by  the  middling  and  lower  dafs  of^  people,  it 
p^  licence  to  another  numerous  fet  of  men  to  break  in  upon  that 
McmncCy  in  a  manner  which  they  we^e  reftridtcd  from  by  die- 
lid  of  Charles  H.    In  purftiance  of  that  ad,  and  by  the  Common 
W,  no  bailiff  or  iheriff's  offioar  could  execute  any  writ,  ptocef^ 
ot  executions  on  a  Sunday.     By  this  ad  they  were  empowered  to 
cttciite  all  fuch  proceiTe^  for  ofiences  committed  on  that  day. 
[HtTi  aaj  of  Noy  iN&.J— Upon  which  Mr.  Courtcnay  read  the 
daufe  he  alluded  to,  by  which  it  appeared,  tfiat  the  powers  he  men- 
^oned  woe  given  to  (herifPs  officers,  bailiffs,  &c.     Tliere  was 
another  ftriking  hardship,  he  fiiid,  that  would  be  a  confequence  if  * 
Aii  Ull  pa&d  into  a  law.     Every  perfon  who  could  not  afford  te 
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pay  fifty  br  fixty  pounds  a  year  to  .a  valet  to  dtcfs  his  hair,  in  cafe 
be  did  not  choofe  to  go  with  diihevellcd  locks  to  attend  Divine  fer« 
vice,  would,  if  he  fcnt  for  a  hair-di;effer,  be  liable  to  be  profccutcd^ 
by  an  information  or  indiftment  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bendi,  and 
perhaps  in  the  ifltie,  to  fint  and  imprifonment.  It  z&cd  alfo  by 
way  of  double  penalty,  for  the  poor  hair-drefler  alfo  who  dreflcd 
him  was  liable  to  the  fame  profecution^  and  to  the  fame  penalties 
for  the  &mc  offence.  What  .had  the  poor  hair-drcffcrs  done,  he 
aiked,  to  make  them  fo  odious  in  die  eyes  of  MiniAers,  that  they 
were  thus  in  the  exercifc  of  their  trade,  to  be  espofed  to  the  rifque 
of  puni(hment  more  than  other  clafies  of  men  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  lately  brought  in>  and  the  Houfe  had 
nearly  agreed  to  a  bill,  obliging  every  pcrfon  who  wears  powder  to 
pay  a  guinea  a  year  for  a  licence  to  do  fo ;  and  here  comes  a  bill, 
which  fays,  that  every  pcifon  who  is  powdered  on  a  Sunday  ftiall 
be  liable  to  an  information,  or  indidment  in  the  King's- Bench, 
and  the  hair-drefler  the  fame,  which  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
paying  a  guinea  a  year  for  the  chance,  if  informers  do  not  grow 
very  fcarce  indeed,  of  being  indited.  By  the  one  bill  the  liair- 
drefler  will  be  deprived  of  all  fuch  cuftomers  as-  do  not  choofe  to 
pay  the  tax  ;  and  by  the  other  he  runs  the  rifque  of  being  fined 
and  irapriibned,  for  dreffing  and  powdering  thofe  of  his  cuftomera 
who  do  chufc  to  pay  it.  There  was  one  cafe  which  ftruck  Wm  in 
a  particular  manner — Would  the  Minifter  wi(h  that  the  men  in  the 
dock  yards  (hould  be  obliged  to  defift  from  working  on  Sundays ; 
or  that  waggons  carrying  provifions,  or  ammunition,  or  doathihg, 
or  other  ncceflaries  for  the  army  or  navy,  fliould  be  prevented  from 
travelling  on  a  Sunday  ;  or  would  he  dciire,  that  ^n  cafe  they  did 
work,  and  the  otbe;r  travel,  that  they  fhould  be  liable  to  punilh- 
ment  by  fine  and  imprifonment  ?  yet  this  mud  be  the  cafe  if  this 
bill  (hould  be  fuffered  to  pafs  in  its  prefcnt  (late ;  and  furely  other 
waggons  carrying  articles  of  necclfary  confumption  into  the  country 
(rom  London,  or  from  one  place  to  another  acrofs  the  countr}% 
have  as  much  right  to  travel  as  in  the  inftance  immediately  before 
alluded  to,  and  the  public  would  be  equally  injured  and  inconve- 
nienced by  flopping  them.  He  was  convinced,  he  faid,  the  bill, 
if  pa(red  into  a  law,  would  be  produdive  of  the  very  worft  confer 
quences.  Inftead  of  conciliating  men's  minds,  and  making  them 
love  reli^on,  from  the  mildnefs  of  its  principles  and  influence,  it 
would  tend  to  four  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  render  them  liabk 
to  the  greatcd  inconveniences,  and  in  many  cafes,  the  moft  unjuft 
punifbments.  It  had  been  well  obferved  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mx.  Taylor)  that  among;  the  lower  and  i^oA  induftrious  orders  of 
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the  people  it  frequently  happened,  that  men  who  were  fathers  of 
familiest  which  depended  folely  on  their  weekly  earnings  for  their 
Sunday's  dinner,  did  not  receive  their  wages,  fo  as  to  be  able,  by 
pafTtbllityy  to  go  to  market  to  ^urchafe  that  dinner,  on  which  the 
D>mfort  and  fuftenance  of.  many  perfons  depended,  for  that  day^ 
before  twelve  o'clock.  It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  and  if  any 
informer  (aw  this  honeft  fon  of  indufiry,  and  child  of  toil,  laying 
cut  his  money  for  fo  irreligious  a  purpofe,  as  purcbaiipg  a  dinner 
for  his  family,  he  might  get  the  poor  creature  indicted,  and  after- 
wnrds  punifhed  by  fine  or  imprifonment.  Such  would  be  the  bleifed 
ettccls  of  this  bill  if  pafled  into  a  law.  Much,  faid  Mr.  Courte* 
nay,  has  lately  been  iaid  and  written  about  prophecies,  which  have^ 
in  no  fmall  degree,  alarmed  and  agitated  the  minds  of  the  people., 
Prophecies  were  things  which  he  did  not  much  attend  to,  but  he 
hid  lately  met  with  one  written  about  the  year  1500,  about  two 
hundred  and  iixty  years  ago,  which  appeared  in  a  paper,  entitled* 
he  believed,  Rowland's  Itinerary.  This  he  would,  with  permiflioo^ 
read  to  the  Houfe. 

**  In  Oxford,  much  againft  my  WilU 

•*  I  met  two  Knights,  Dolben  and  Hill. 

•*  The  firll  he  was  a  moik  pro faae  one ; 

•*  The  next  a  rigid  Puritan  one, 

•'  Who  hang*d  his  ivickfii Cat  on  Monday, 

•*  Bccaufc  flic  catch'd  a  Mouse  on  Sunday." 

As  this  bill  would,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to  dirow,  a  gloom  over 
men  s  minds  by  making  them  amenable  to  fuch  fevere  penalties  and 
piiniflimcnts  as  were  never  deemed  neceflary  in  the  profligate  days 
c-f  Charles  the  Second,  in  order  to  enforce  a  proper  obfervance  of 
the  Lord's  Day;  and,  as  he  was  convinced  that  the  people  of  this 
C'vntry  in  general,  paid  every  decent  attention  to  it,  he  (hould  give 
h^>  liccidctl  vote  againft  its  being  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfervcd,  fhat  from  the  arguments  which 
hid  been  ufed,  and  (/om  the  attention  he  had  now  given  to  the  dif- 
ferent daufcs  in  the  bill,  he  did  not  think  it  was  fuch  a  bill  as  ought 
to  be  paffed  into  a  law.  On  the  other  hand,  as  had  been  very 
p^'tly  obfervcd  by  an  honourable  gentlemi\n  near  him,  as  it  appear- 
tJ  that  fomc  amendment  of  the  laws  now  in  being  was  really  ne- 
<^'fijry,  he  could  fee  no  rcafon  why  the  bill  (hould  not  be  allowed 
to  go  into  a  Committee,  where  it  would  be  fully  and  more  properly 
tJvbatcd  than  in  this  flagc  of  it.  He  did  not  think,  by  any  means, 
that  any  gentleman  who  voted  for  its  being  committed,  was- at  all 
boundto  vote  for  its  pafling,  or  even  being  reported,  but  he  thought 
^  oijght  to  be  permitted  to  co  to  a  Committee. 
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Mr.  Aldcnnan  NEWNHAM  was  quite  of  a  oontnuy  opinion* 
He  was  altogether  agatnft  the  principle  of  the  bill  in  all  its  parts. 
^Thc  law  as  it  now  flood  was,  he  thought,  perfedUy  adequate  to  en- 
force  evoy  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  which  at  this  period  of 
time  in  thu  eountry  was  at  all  neceflary.  The  ad  of  Charles  II. 
impofed  a  fine  already  on  perfons  purdiafing  even  neceflary  provifions 
on  a  Sunday^  and  to  add  to  that  the  penalties  of  fines  and  imprifon* 
snent  for  fuch  a  thing  would,  he  thought,  be  abominable.  As  it 
was,  in  point  of  fine,  .the  Magifhates  too  frequently  faw  the  cm- 
tlty,  not  to  fay  the  injuftice  of  it.  He  himfeif  had,  in  manj  in- 
fiances,  been  Iiighly  pained  by  it  in  the  execution  of  his  duty. — 
Many  excellent  obfcrvations  had  been  made  by  gentlemen,  on  the 
extreme  hardihip  on  the  poor  indufbious  labourer,  who,   not  re* 

.  eeiving  his  week's  wages  till  very  late,  was  not  able  to  go  to  market 
before  Sunday  morning.  It  would  really  be  fhocking  to  humanity 
to  fubjedt  fuch  people  to  pains  and  penalties  ;  even  a  fine,  as  the 
law  now  flood,  was,  in  his  mind,  in  fuch  circumflances  too  fevere. 
He  begged  leave  to  mention  a  particular  cafe — "  A  butcher,   with- 

.  in  the  limits  of  his  magiftracy,  had  wifhed  to  prefervc  the  utmol) 
decency  and  decorum,  with  refpeA  to  the  appearance  of  his  (hop  on 
a  Sunday  morning,  and  for  that  purpofe  always  kept  his  window 
ihutcers  quire  clofed,  only  for  the  fpke  of  air  and  light  had  a  fmall 
portion,  ^r  fquare,  open  at  the  top  of  the  (butters.  One  Sunday 
morning  an  informer  prowling  about  for  prey,  faw  a  poor  roan  go 
into  his  (hop  door,  which  was  immediately  fliut  again :  upon  which 
he  got  a  pair  of  fleps  before  the  window,  mounted  up,  and  (aw  the 
"butcher  cut  off  and  fell  to  this  poor  creature,  a  piece  of  meat  for 
his  family  dinner  on  that  day.  The  next  day  he  fummoned  the 
Ibutcher  before  him,  in  order  to  obtain  the  fine  which  is  already 
provided  by  the  law.  He  thought  it  a  hard  cafe,  and  fettled  it  as 
well  as  he  could,  and  he  could  by  no  mtans,  therefore,  give  his 
confent  to  an  extenfion  of  tliat  fine,  mucli  Icfs  to  the  puniihment  of 
imprifonment.  It  had  been  admitted  by  gentlemen,  that  the  bill 
was  fo  worded  at  prefent,  as  not  to  be  proper  to  pafs  into  a  law, 
but  that  it  ought  to  be  fuffered  to  go  to  a  Committee.  He  could 
fee  no  reafon  for  this  at  all.  If  the  gentlemen  who  brought  it  in 
really  thouglit  fuch  a  bill  was  nccclfary  (which  he  did  not)  let 
them  bring  in  another  bill  worded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  worthy 
the  ferious  confideration  and  attention  of  the  Houfe.  Why  fufier  it 
to  go  into  a  Committee  P  For  his  part,  be  thought  that  thofe  who 
brought  in  bills  ought  to  take  care  and  word  them  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  tliat  the  Committee  (hould  have  only  to  confider  their  purport 
and  tenor  j  he  never,  conceived  tlat  it  was  the  bufincis  of  a  Cum- 
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mittrc  to  attend  to  the  a'diual  drawing  up  of  the  bill,  which  fectncd  to 
be  rt  (uircd  in  the  prcfent  inftance.  It  would  bebeft  to  bring  in  a 
n.:w  bill,  and  not  to  wafte  the  time  of  a  Onnmittce  in  attending  to 
fuch  a  nonferificp.l  firrago  as  the  prefent  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be. 
He  «h(3uld  therefore  give  his  vote  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 
tliis  day  fix  RKinths. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  the  prefent  queaion 
was  a  very  fhort  one ;  was  there  any  neceflity  for  farther  enforcement 
of  the  proper  obfcrvance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  or  was  dicre  not  ? 
For  his  own  part  he  thought  there  was,  and  though  he  by  no  means 
approved  of  tli.c  bill  unJcr  confideration  as  it  now  flood,  nor  thought 
it  advifcablc  to  fubjccl  pcrfons  to  the  penalties  contained  in  this  bill, 
he  was  ftill  for  letting  it  go  into  a  Committee,  where  it  would  at 
kid  have  a  full  and  fair  hearing. 

Ijord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  was  againft  the  bill  being  read  a 
fecond  time.     He  faw  no  reafon  for  any  farther  provifions  to  en- 
furcc  the  obfcrvance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  than  thofe  which  the  law 
had  already  provided.     He  faw,  on  the  contrary,  much  mifchicf 
in  paflii^  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prefent  into  a  law.     It  would  tend 
jrcady  to  revive  thofe  religious  diftioflions  which  had  given  great 
uneafinefs  to  the  people  in  former  times.     It  would  alfo  give  en- 
coursgcmcnt  to  a  more  extenfive  exertion  of  the  infamous  talents  of 
a  fet  of  men  who  had  given  much  alarm  and  vcxstion  to  the  peo- 
ple in  nKxiern  times :    he  meant  fpies  and  informers. .  Thcfe  pefts 
i'>  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  focial  life,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
"-xmmunity  at  large,  would  be  let  loofo  upon  the  public  by  fuch  an 
afl,  if  one  pafTed,  like  beads  of  prey,  and  would  harafs  and  tcr-. 
rify  the  people,  from  the  wide  fcopc  which  would  thereby  be  af- 
fjrded  to  them  for  the  abominable  exercife  of  private  pique  and 
pcrfonal  malevolence.     He  though  the  middle  claflps  of  people 
Ij^d  as  much  ri^ht  to  ufe  their  waggons,  which  were  neceflary,  as 
thofe  of  a  higher  rank  had  to  roll  about  in  their  coaches.      In 
fliort,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  obfcrvance  of  the  Lord's  day 
was  in  general  well  kept  in  this  country,  and  that  where  it  was  not 
fo  in  any  particular  inftances,  the  laws  already  in  being  were  fully 
adequate  to  enforce  that  which  was  proper  and  neceflary. 

Colonel  CAWTHORNE  was  againft  the  bill  going  to  a  Com- 
niittcc.  He  faid  there  were  very  numerous  bodies  of  men  in  this 
country  who  were  obliged  to  work  on  a  Sunday,  and  muft  ftill  con- 
tinue to  work  on  that  day.  He  inftanced  the  glafshoufes,  collieries, 
fe.  where  the  fires  muft  be  kept  in,  or  the  works  would  be  at  a 
ftand.  Were  thefe  men  to  be  fubjefted  to  fines  and  imprifonment 
for  what  could  not  be  avoided  ?  He  hoped  not.     He  had  adcd  as  a 
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Magifbrate  for  many  years  in  a  large  county,  and  a  very  exteniive 
di(lri£t|  and  he  liad  always  found  that  the  laws  already  in  force 
were  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe  of  commanding  a  proper  and  de- 
cent obfcrVance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  He  would  therefore  vote 
againft  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  contended,    that,  notwithftanding  all    that 
had  paffed,  he  hsd  heard  no  argument  which  went  againft  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  go  to  a  Committee-      He 
faid,  having  been  alluded  to  by  name  in  a  thing  called  a  prophecy, 
he  ihould  Only  cbfcrrs  thereon,  that,  as  to  coupling  his  nanne  with 
that  of  Hill,  he  muftfay,  he  did  not  wiQi  to  be  placed  in  more  re- 
fpeftable  company :  as  to  the  fafl,  however,  of  his  name  having 
ever  becn'in  fuch  prophecy,  he  believed,  he  was  in  the  fame  pre- 
dicament as  a  gentleman  fomc  ycari  ago  had  put  the  celcbnstcd 
Milton.     Tliis  gentleman  had  chofen  to  write  an  elaborate  Eflay, 
to  prove  that  Milton  was  a  plagiarift,  and  for  that  j5urpofc  quoted 
feveral  pafTages  of  Milton,   which  he  faid  were  taken  from  ether 
authors.     However,  on  this  EfTay  being  attentively  invcftigatcd  it 
was  found  that  all  thofe  paffagcs  were  the  author's  own  makir>g. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  the  honourable 
Bart,  had  given  Him  greater  credit  than  he  deferved,  in  attributing 
what  he  had  read  to  he  his  own  making  ;  if  the  honourable  Bart, 
had  any  doubt  upon  the  fubjcdt,  he  would  tell  him  the  very  book 
from  which  he  took  It,  whidiwas  "  Drunken  Bamaby's  Travels." 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  was  clearly  of  opinion  the  bill  ihould  be 
fufFered  to  go  into  a  Committee.  He  faid,  much  ridicule  had  been 
endeavoured  to  be  introduced  on  the  occafion,  but  that  to  him  fig- 
nified  nothing.  He  (hould  not  wonder  tQ  hear  any  one  ridiculed 
ix)w-a-dayi  for  barely  mentioning  the  Bible.  Still  he  would  con- 
tend, that  a  more  ftrift  obfervancc  of  the  Lord*t  Day  was  neccffar)', 
and  he  thought  the  laws  now  in  force  were  not  fufficient  for  that  pur- 
{)ofe.  Something  ihould,  therefore,  be  done  to  amend  and  give 
them  additional  cSk&.  The  honourable  gendeman  who  fpoke  firft 
in  the  debate,  (Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor)  had  affurcd  the  Houfc  that  he 
i/as  very  punftual  in  his  obfervancc  of  the  Lord's  Day.  He  hoped 
he  was— he  did  not  fiifputc  it,  for  "  Michael  and  the  Arch  Angel 
were  always  leagued  againft  Satan."  He,  therefore,  hoped  he 
would  withdraw  his  prefent  oppofition  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  MARTIN  profefTed,  that  from  the  parts  of  the  bill  he  had 
attended  to,  he  did  not  think  he  (hould  vote  for  the  pafling  of  the 
bill ;  neverthclefs,  in  point  of  juftice,  and  that  it  might  not  be  Idl 
without  a  fair  hearing,  he  Ihould  vote  for  its  being  committed. 
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The  qaeftion  being  loudly  called  for,  a  divifioaiook  place  ; 
For  going  into  a  Committee,  25  ;  Againft  it,  21  •     Majority^  4. 

Friday i    27/A  March* 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  His  Majefly's  mcflage  was  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  a  refolution,  that  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit of  two  miilions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted  to 
His  Majcfty,  to  defray  the  exnaordinary  cKpcnce  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  year  1795-     Agreed  to. 

The  Houfc  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday. 

The  Houfe  refolred  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  granting 
an  additional  duty  on  ftamps. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  and  Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON 
cbjceJcd  to  the  claufe,  incrcafing  the  number  of  ftamps,  as  likely 
to  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  their  conftituents,  in  the 
tranfa6tton  of  bufinefs  :  they  at  the  fame  time  exprefied  their  wil- 
llngnefs  to  contribute  chearfuUy  to  any  burdens  which  it  might  be 
nccctfary  to  impofe  for  the  public  fcrvice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  though  he  regretted  any 
dIfEcuIty  w  hich  the  regulation  might  occafion,  yet  it  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  equitable  that  the  price  of  the  ftamp  (hould  increafc  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fum  ;  and  though  adding  to  the  number  of  fiamps 
might  be  attended  with  fome  inconvenience,  he  thought  that  at  it 
formed  a  fair  fource  of  revenue,  It  ou^ht  to  be  fubmicted  te  in  the 
picfcnt  in  lance. 

The  bill  went  through  the  Committep,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Hbufe,  that  he  had  attended  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  Royal  aflent  had  been  given,  by 
commiflion,  to  the  adis  for  railing  fums  by  loans  and  Exchequer 
bills,  and  to  the  different  Tax  bills. 

Monday y   30/A  March^ 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Hair-powder  bill, 

Mr.  DENT  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  a  claufe  to  exempt  hair- 
dreflers  themfdves  from  the  neceflfity  of  taxing  out  licences,  as 
tbdr  trade  would  make  them  appear  to  be  powdered.  He  faid  he 
was  happy  to  find  there  was  no  dread  of  a  fcarcity  of  grain  ;  but 
ffiU  attention  ou^t  to  be  paid  to  the  diftillery,  to  prevent  the  dan* 
pr  of  a  fcarcity. 

TKe  bill  was  read  a  thVd  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  a  claufe,  by  way  of  rider,  to 
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exempt  Proteftant  and  Catholic  Diffenting  Minifters,  whofc  annual 
ftipends  were  not  i  ool.,  from  the  licence. 

General  SMITH  faid,  it  was  very  hard  not  to  exempt 
on  half  pay,  whbfe  incomes  were  not  more  than  30  or  40I.  a  y 
when  clergymen  of  lool.  a  year  were  exempted. 
.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  tliat  all  exemptions. ought  to  be 
founded  on  a  principle.  Clergymen  under  i  ool.  a  year  were  ob- 
liged, by  the  nature  of  their  duties,  to  wear  powder.  Officers  on 
hajf  pay,  however  meritorious,  and  however  much  entitled  to  at- 
tention, were  not  under  the  fame  obligation.  Their  wearii^  it 
was  voluntary,  and  tliereforc  they  ought  not  to  be  relieved  from  this 
more  than  from  any  other  tax. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  pleaded  ardently  for  the  exemption  of 
half-pay  officers.  They  were  not  now  like  common  citizens  ;  they 
were  fubjcft  to  martial  law  ;  they  were  liable  to  be .  called  out  in  a 
minute  ;  and  were  obliged  to  preferve  an  appearance  equal  to  the 
rank  they  held.  An  Enfign  had  only  27I.  a  year;  a  Lieutenant 
but  36  or  37 1.  It  would  be  therefore  a  generous  attention  to  this 
,dcfcrving  body  of  men,  to  relieve  them,  and  it  would  be  honour- 
able in  the  Minifter  and  the  Iloufe  to  do  it.  % 

Mr,  Pitt's  claufe  was  accepted,  and  the  bill  was  paffed. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  protefl  Merchants  and  Bankers  againft  the  depredations 
of  their  clerks.  Commerce,  which  was  the  fupport  of  the  nation,  • 
defer ved  in  its  turn  every  protedion  from  tlie  laws.  Merchants  and 
Bankers  were  obliged  to  put  very  large  truft  in  their  clerks,  nnuch 
be)'ond  the  (ecurity  they  had  for  their  good  behaviour.  By  the  cx- 
ifting  laws,,  a  robbery  by  fuch  clerks  was  only  a  breach  of  truft, 
and  could  only  be  profccuted  as  a  debt,  whereas  a  perfon  robbing 
another  to  the  amount  of  forty  fljillings  was  a  felony.  It  was  well 
known  to  gentlemen  what  extcnfive  robberies  of  this  kind  liad  been 
lately  committed,  and  he  was  confident  that  he  needed  not,  in  this 
ftage,  to  argue* on  the  neceffity  of  the  bill  he  propofcd.  It  was  his 
intention  to  fue-zcft  tl^iit  this  ofFencc  fliould  be  made  a  felonv,  and 
the  punidiment  be  tranfportation.  He  concluded  \i'ith  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  more  efTedhially  to  protedl  Merchants^  and 
Bankers  from  the  depredations  of  their  clerks, 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  objca.to  the 
motion,  but  to  declare  his  indifpodtion  to  all  extendon  of  our  penal 
laws.  He  thought  the  prcfent  laws  amply  fufficient.  He  (bould 
watch  the  bill  carefully.  All  fuch  bills  (hould  originate  in  the 
other  HoUfe. 

Mr.  DENT  was  of  opinion  tliat  a  great  caufc  of  the  evil  was 
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the  lowneTs  of  the  falaries  given  to  clerk^.  A  young  man  in  great, 
truit,  with  only  30I.  or  40I.  a  year  of  falary^  was  expofedtotemp*, 
ntions  too  great.  At  the  fame'  time  the  merchant  ought  to  be  pio«. 
tcAcd. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faw  no  neccflity  for  the  propofcd  bill.  No/ncr- 
ccffity  had  been  made  out ;  and  he  owned  he  was  againft  the  making 
of  new  felonies  without  fufEcient  caufe. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  the  neceffity,  in  his  mind, 
was  obvious,  A  mei'chanf,  if  robbed  of  xo^oool.  by  his  clerk,^ 
could  only  profecutc  him  for  the  debt ;  if  robbed  of  forty  fhiliings 
by  a  ftranger,  he  could  profccute  him  criminally  for  the  felony.  It 
was  to  make  fome  proportion  between  the  offence  and  the  punilh- 
ment  diat  he  moved  for  the  bill.  The  Judges  and  the  Crown  offi-* 
cers  would  be  confultcd  on  it. 

Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  as  the  provifions  of  the  bill , 
for  the  better  obfervance  of  Sunday,  were  defc£live  in  the  opinion 
of  the  law  oflEccTs  and  other  gentlemen,  who  yet  approved  of  the  ^ 
principle,  he  wifhed  to  poftpone  going  ipto  a  Committee  on  it  till 
after  die  holidavs.     It  flood  for  to-ihorrow  2  he  therefore  moved  to 
difchaigc  the  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  the  principle  of  the  bill  was 
fo  objcflionable,  that  he  'sVifhed  it  to  be  laid  afide  altogether.  It 
was  oppreflive  to  the  poor,  and  he  did  not  like  to  fee  it  adjourned 
to  the  end  of  the  feflion,  when  it  might  pafs  through  the  thinnefs  of 
attendance. 

Mr,  BUXTON  faid,  it  was  only  intended  to  adjourn  it  to 
Monday  fc'nnight. 

The  order  for  to-morrow  was  difcharged,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce 
nwvcd,  "  That  it  go  into  a  Committee  on  Monday  fe'nnight." 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved  an  amendment,  for  Monday  , 
fc'nn^ht,  to  infert  the  words  "  Monday  fix  months."  The  reafon  ♦ 
was,  that  the  bill  was  defedlive  in  its  principle.  It  profeflcd  to  be 
a  bill  to  enafl  that  the  Sabbath  be  more  ftridlly  obfervcd,  on  the 
provificns  of  the  aft  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  yet  it  enaded  new 
and  fcverer  means.  By  the  aft  of  Charles  II.,  hiring  a  boat  or 
wherry  on  Sunday,  was  fubjeft  to  a  penalty  of  five  (hillings ;  but 
here  it  was  to  be  made  a  mifdemeanor,  and  fubjeft  to  fine  and  im- 
prifiMiment.  It  was  a  bill  of  grofs  opprcflion  on  the  poor'and  mid- 
<lling  claifes,  and,  as  he  had  faid  before,  he  ihould  oppofe  it .  in 
every  ftage. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  and  Mr.  Alderman  NEWN- 
HAM  fupportcd  the  amendment  on  the  fame  ground^  and  faid  it 
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was  calculated  to  deprive  the  poor  of  their  innocent  recreations  on 
Ihe  only  day  ^hich  necefTity,  as  well  asieUgion,  afTordedtfacm  for 
reft. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  never  thou^t  that  die  intcrcfls  of 
religion  could  be  ferved  by  fine  and  imprifonment^  but  iie  vri£bcd 
to  fee  the  bill  go  into  a  Committee^  that  its  authors  might  oqplain 
their  ideas,  which  had  been  feverely  attacked. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  attacked  the  bill  with  the  force  of  ridicule. 
It  contradidted  the  bill  of  Charles  II.  in  eveiy  claufe.  It  -was  a 
denunciation  againft  the  crying  of  milk  and  mackard  ;  and  while 
the  licentious  meetings  of  the  rich  ^nd  great  were  to  be  pafied  over^ 
a  poor  man  ws^s  to  be  made  fubjedl  to  fine  and  imprifonment  for 
croffing  the  river  in  a  wherry.  Laft  year,  puddings  and  pies  were 
to  be  baked  by  canonical  hours,  and  morality  was  to  depend  on  the 
time  of  the  day.  It  was  not  bv  fuch  fooleries  that  Parliament  could 
enforce  the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  the  bill  would  continue  all  the 
exemptions  of  the  a£l  of  Charles  II.  The  prefent  was  not  the 
time  for  difcuflTing  the  principle  or  provifions  of'the  bill.  It  wa5 
obvious  to  all  men,  that  new  abufes  of  the  Sabbath,  unknown 
twenty  year$  ago,  were  now  in  prai^ice,  and  ought  to  be  checked. 
Sunday  had  Iierctofore  been  protedled  by  cuftom  ;  but  opulence  had 
made  us  relax  from  the  cuftom,  and  in  no  Chriftian  country  was 
the  Sabbath  fo  little  obfcrvcd  as  in  England. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  amendment  was  not  perfe6My 
fair,  as  the  prefent  was  not  a  ftage  of  the  bill.  It  was  taking  li\c 
Houfe  by  furprife. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  dcfired  to  correft  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  This  was  not  a  difcuftion  of  his  fecking.  He  had 
announced  his  delign  of  fcizing  on  every  occafion  to  of^fe  a  bill 
which  he  thought  a  fcandalous  attack  on  the  innocent  recreations  of 
the  poor,  and  which  could  not  be  too  foon  piit  an  end  to  by  that 
Houfe. 

Mr.  GREY  agreed  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  this  opinion.  It  ^'as 
called  for  by  no  neceflity :  they  had  brought  forward  no  proofs  that 
the  Sunday  was  not  well  obfcrved.  The  only  place  it  was  vio- 
lated— the  routes  and  gaming  afTemblies  of  the  rich,  were  not 
touched  by  the  bill ;  it  levelled  all  its  feverity  againft  the  innocent 
amufcments  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  RYDER  and  Mr.  SMITH  were  both  for  it,  as  Ukely  t« 
protedl  the  poor. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fold,  it  was  meant  merely 


A.  1795.  D  E  B  A  T  E  Sfc  15^ 

to  enforce  the  regulations  of  the  a&  of  Charles  II.,  not  to  make  ono 
new  provifion. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment,  and  diere  apgeared  fer 
Ae  words  **  Monday  fe'nnight"  (landing. 

Ayes,  43 ;    Noes,  37.    ' 
General  TARLETON  moved,  *f  That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
do  attend  the  Houfe  on  Friday  fe'nnight,  to  declare  why  he  is  inca- 
pacitated from  difcharging  the  fundiions  of  a  Reprefentative  of  the 
People.     Ordered. 
The  London  Militia  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  laid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  objeft  to  the 
bill,  as  it  infringed  the  chartered  rights  and  military  privileges  of 
the  city  of  London.     He  contrafted  the  fcandalous  precipitancy 
with  which  die  hill  was  paiTed  lad  fciTion,  ^^'ith  the  tardinefs  of  the 
f^tccecfings   fince  that  rime.     The  honourable  mover  of  the  bill 
had  lad  year  declared  the  railing  of  the  two  regiments  to  be  abfo- 
lately  necefiary  for  the  prote3ion  and  fafcty  of  the  city ;  and  he 
had  urged  the  mcafure  to  be  fo  immediately  requifitc,  that  it  con- 
veyed to  men's  minds  a  conliderable  degree  of  alarm  for  the  peace 
ind  fccurity  of  the  metropolis.     But  it  now  appeared  that  he  viewed 
the  fubjed  in  a  very  different  light ;  from  the  month  of  Auguft  laft, 
the  time  in  which  the  appeals  were  made,  three  months  had  clapfed 
beibre  it  was  determined  whether  any  amendments  (Iiould  be  made 
to  the  bill ;  the  Committee  had  been  three  months  more  in  making 
their  report,  and  now  three  months  in  addition  had  been  loft  during 
the  fitting  of  Parliament,  and  all  this  time  the  city  had  been  with- 
out dther  its  new  or  its  old  militia.     It  had  been  boafted  laft  fef- 
fion,  that  the  bill  would  not  affcft  the  poor,  as  houfcholdcrs  rated 
2t  1 5I.  or  upwards  were  alone  affed^ed  by  it ;  hut  this  laudable  cir- 
cumftancc  was  now  done  away,  as  the  ward-  rate  was  extended  to 
cvciy  houfeholder  whatever,  and   even  women,  the  lame  and  the 
blind,  were  affe£ted  by  it.    Nay,  fo  far  from  favouring  the  poor,  as 
had  been  afterted,  the  amendments  fecmed  to  be  particularly  levelled 
sgainft  die  poor ;  for  by  one  of  the  claufcs,  the  rich,  who  might  be 
fined  in  20I.  or  upwards,  might  difpute  the  matter  in  Weftminfter 
Hall ;  while  the  poor,  who  might  be  fined  in  fums  below  that,  >vcre 
to  be  judged  in  a  more  fummary  vray,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial 
hy  jury.     He  faid   there  were  fevcral  fuch  inferior  points  as  ihcfe 
^hich  deferved  attention  ;  but  the  principal  fubjcdl  which  he  wiftied 
t)  UTgc  was,  the  prefer vaiion  of  the  military  riglVis  of  the  city,  and 
he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  be  cautious  how  they  infripijcd  them. 

The  City  of  London  has  from  time  immemorial  poiTcfRd  the 
right  of  commanding  and  keeping  at  home  its  own  militia.     In  the 
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1 7di  of  Charles  11.  that  Monarch  confirmed  all  the  charters  of  th: 
City  of  London.     In  doing  fo,  every  charter  from  the  earlieft  time 
was  recited  and  renewed.     The  charter  begins,  **  Charles  II-  by 
the  grace  of  God,  &c.**  and  goes  on,  "  we  have  fccn  the  charrcr 
of  William  I."  it  then  rfecites  every  charter  veifoatim,  bcginnirig 
each  with  "  wc  have  feen,"  and  concludes  with  confirming  the 
whole.     The  charters  of  Henry  I.  Henry  H.  Richard  I.  King 
Jdin,  and  Henry  HI.  all  contain  thefe  words,  "  None  of  the  Ci- 
tizens of  London  (hall  wage  battle;"  which  was  nothing  cMb  than 
an  exemption  from  being  compelled  to  go  to  war.     Edward   II. 
being  in  want  of  men  to  reduce  the  Caftle  of  Leed  in  Kent,  applied 
to  the  Londoners,  who  exprefied  their  difpofition  to  tnarch  out, 
and  ferve  him,  if  it  were  not,  that  doing  fo  was  againft  their  charter, 
and  might  not  only  be  conftrued  to  their  prejudice  in  future,   bur 
fuch  an  innovation  might  endanger  their  whole  franchifes  ;  whcre^ 
upon  he  granted  them  letters  of  indemnity,  which  are  recited  and 
confirmed  by  Charles  IL     This  right  is  ftill  farther  and  more  ex- 
plicitly confirmed  by  the  charter  of  the  ift  of  Edward  HI.  which 
contains  thefe  words,  "  And  that  the  faid  citizens  from  henceforth 
(hall  not  be  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  out  of  the  faid  city.*" 
This  was  alfo  recited  and  renewed  by  Charles  H.  and  thus  we  find 
that  two  years  poilerior  to  paffing  the  a£l  which  the  new  bill  is  faid 
to  "  amend,"  the  fovcreignty  of  the  city  over  its  own  militia  was 
fully  confirmed.  About  twenty  years  afterwards  indeed,  Charles  IL 
liTued  a  writ  of  quo  warranto,  and  feizcd  all  the  charters  of  Londcm, 
but  an  a6t  of  Parliament  was  palfed  in  the  fccond.of  William  and 
Mary,  annulling  every  thing  done  at  tliat  time,  and  renewing  and 
confirming  the  chartered  rights  of  the  City,  fo  that  the  privily  of 
the  citizens  m  not  being  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  oqt  of  the 
faid  city,  is  not  only  acknowledged  by  the  charters  of  many  Mo- 
narchs,  but  has  alfo  been  eftabliflied  by  an  aft  of  the  Lcgiflaturc. 
If  the  proceedings  in  1695  and  in  17459  are  examined,  it  will 
alfo  be  found  that  the  Government  admitted  this  right:  for  they 
only  '<  recommended"  to  the  corporation  to  draw  out  the  militia. 
"Thefe  fafts,  he  thought,  proved  that  the  city  always  poflefied  the 
power  of  retaining  its  own  military  force  at  home  for  its  own  pro- 
tedlion,  -and  he  was  certain  that  no  man  could  produce  an  inftance 
wherein  the  King  had  commanded  their  fervices  by  proclamation, 
as  he  ufuaily  commands  the  other  militia  regiments ;  tliat  is,  coa- 
trary  to  the  wifti,  or  without  confulting  the  wifhcs  of  the  citizens  or 
corporation.     Some  gentlemen,  however,  had  an  idea  that  the  aft 
of  the  1 3th  and  1 4th  of  Charles  IL  deftroyed  this  privilege,  and 
he  believed  they  built  this  opinion  chiefly  on  the  preamble,  wluch 
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recites,  that  '*  within  all  His  Majcfty's  realms  and  dominions,  the 
fole  and  fupreme  power,.  Gotremment,  and  command  of  the  militia, 
and  of  all  forces  by  fca  and  land,  is,  and  ever  was,  the  undoubted 
rigJit  of  His  MzjtRj  and  his  Royal  Predeccflfors  ;  and  that  Parlia^ 
ment   cannot  and  ought  not  to  pretend  to  the  fame,  nor  can  levy 
war  againfi  His  Majefty,  &c."     This,  he  argued,  gave  the  King 
fupreme  authority  over  the  London  militia,  when  it  was  to  move 
out  of  the  city,  or  was  to  go  into  actual  adion,  but  he  denied  its 
gtvii^  the  power  of  calling  the  militia  out  of  the  city,  contrary  to 
tljc  wifli  of  die  citizens.     It  was  a  cafe  exaAly  analogous  to  the 
general  militia  of  the  country.     The  King  certainly  poffeflcd  the 
luprcme  command  over  them,  and  yet  by  aft  of  Parliament  he 
could  nor  fend  them  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  fo  with  the  London  Mi- 
litia, the  charters  of  the  city,  and  the  aft  of  2d  of  Williani  and 
Maiy,  confirming  thofe  cliarters,  exprefsly  (aid,  that  the  citizens 
fliould  not  be  compelled  to  go  or  fend  to  war  out  of  the  ftid  city.- 
Indeed  the  preamble  to  the  aft  of  the  1 3th  of  Charles  IL  was  ren- 
dered nugatory,  fo  far  as  it  might  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  London, 
bf  thecircumftance  of  that  Monarch  having  confirmed  and  renewed 
all  die  charters  of  the  city,  among  which  the  right  in  queftion  was 
aflerted,  two  years  after  the  paffing  of  that  aft,  namely,  in  tha  t  ^th 
year  of  his  reign.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  hchad  noobjeftion  to  the  two 
regiments  being  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  City,  but  he  begged 
they  might  not  be  confidcred  asabolifliihg  the  ancicrtt  militia.     In- 
deed it  would  be  ridiculous  to  call  them  the  City  Militia,  as  they 
muft  be  compofed  of  mercenary  recruits,  ftrangers  to  the  interefts  of 
the  citizens.     He  therefbrc  moved  an  amendment,  which  would 
have  rcftored  the  ancient  militia  to  its  former  ftate,  if  at  any  time  of 
emeigency  it  fhould  be  wanted,  without  putting  the  City  to  any 
additional  cxpenee. 

Mr.  LUSHI'NGTON  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for 
the  zeal  and  regard  which  he  flicwed  for  the  City  of  London :  he 
had  equal  zeal ;  but  he  could  not  fee  that  there  was  any  loTs  of  ho- 
noar  in  parting  with  the  old  Gothic  eAablifhment  of  trained  bands, 
which  from  want  of  difcipline  could  nevcr.be  of  ufe,  to  an  efFeftivc 
body  of  troops  fuch  as  the  new  regiments  would  be.     The  Magif- 
tiatcs  of  the  City  were  not  ambitious  of  military  trufts ;  while  thry 
^cre  difchaxging  their  du^  as  Magifhates,  they  knew  that  the  mi- 
litary defence  of  the  City  could  be  better  entrufted  to  military  men  ; 
they  were  fenfible  alfo  that  it  was  a  more  perfeft  defence  for  die  City 
to  have  a  military  force  that  was  capable  of  being  fiuit  to  meet  the 
bnger.  wherever  it  might  prefent  itfelf,  than  to  be  kept  fiationary 
within  the  precinfts  of  the  City.     The  bill  had  been  very  deliber- 
Vot.  XLL  Y 
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atety  weighed  and  confidered,  not  onI]r  by'the  Cdminon  Cotmcil, 

but  alfo  in  the  different,  wards ;  the  City  of  London  had  (hewn,  that 

they  were  moft  zcaloufly  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Confti  tution 

under  which  they  lived,  and  they  would  be  happy,  he  was' fare,  of 

tnafchlhg  to  any  part  of  the  country  which  might  be  threatened  by 

the  enemy,  fenfible  that  London  itfelf  could  only  be  fafein  the  gp- 

neral  faiety  of  the  whole'  kingdom  ;  their  military  aflbciattons  were 

truly  hQ.noucab*c  to  their  fpirit  and  their  patriotifroi  and  furely  the 

honourable  gentleman  could  not  defirc  that  the  pqnjlation^of  the 

City  of  London  ihould  not  contribute  its  proportion  to  the  general 

defence* 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  contended,  that  His  Majefty  h:^ 
the  power  of  fending  the  train  bands  out  of  London,  in  cafes  of  In- 
vaiion  and  infiinreSion»  Of  thofe  train  bands,  and  of  (heir  dlifci- 
pline,  he  had  no  v^iy  high  idea.  'The  new  corps  would  be  infint cely 
more  cffisftive ;  thefc  corps  iQuft  always  be  officered  by  freemen  ;  he 
bad  the  honour  to  be  appointed  an  officer  of  one  of  them* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  in  reply,  congratulated  the  citizens  of  Lon* 

.  don  on  the  valuable  acquifition  of  their  new  rq>refen{ative,  wlvi  be- 

g^n  his  career  m  that  Houfe  by  an  attack  on  their  chartered  rights. 

He  had  faid,  thexorpontion  conlifted  of  excellent  civil  Magii^ratesy 

who  were  wholly  unfit  for  military  'duty ;  and  yet,  the  worfhipful 

Lieutenant  Colonel  had  told  the  Houfe,  that  ail  tike  field  officers 

were  chofen  out  of  the  corporation.     The  honourable  gcndcman 

(Mr.  Lulhington)  had  obferved,  the  M  military  privileges  of  Lon« 

don  had  been  fooliihly  maintained,  as  one  of  the  Gothic  prejudices 

of  our  anceftonr.     True ;  it  mi^  be  fo.    Our  anceftors  had  many 

fuch  Gothic  ptcjudioes.     They  had  a  Gothic  prejudice  againft  a 

Aanding  army ;  they  had  a  Gothic  prejudice  againfl  the  erection  of 

barracks,  they  had  a 'Gothic  notion  of  governing  the  City  by  the 

Civil  Power,  without  the  affiiUncfc  of  the.  military,  and  inihort  they 

had  fo  nuny  Gothic  notions  about  freedom  and  independence,  that 

he  had  no  doubt  their  memory  was  odious  to  the  men  of  thepitfent 

day.    But  he  muft  own  himfelf  a(hamed  and  indignant  to  hear  this 

new  city  dodlrine,  which  he  muft'  fuppofe  to  be  the  lad  anid  newcft 

of  the  piir^iples  of  the  City,  as  it  was  avowed  and  promulgated  by 

the  neweiil  Member,  juft  freih  in  his  feat,  that  the  objeA  and  pur- 

pofe  of  any  .military  force  coidd  be  the  inlenfal  peace  of  die  City ; 

for  there  had  been  a  time  when  there  exifted  a  Gothic  notion  that 

.  this  m^ht  be  preferved  by  At  Civil  Power ;  and  even  in  lefs  Go« 

thic  times,  a  Beckford  had  proved  the  fa£i.     Nay,  in  diir  new 

.  and  ungothic  age,  the  pident  worthy  Chief  Magiftrate  had  piefcrved 

the  peace  (in  times  faid  to  be  dangerous)  by  the  Civil  Power  alone ; 

5 


v. 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  163 

fer  fiddler  old  trained  bands,  nor  new  militia,  exided  to  aflTift  him. 
Thcfe  new  Anti-gothic  notions  he  dreaded,  fer  while  the  military 
?vf  agt(faatc  (Newnham)  was  preparing  to  cover  Blackheath,  he  woul^ 
not  now  be  furprifed  if  the  new  Member  (Lu(hington}  in  his  zeal 
3gainil  Gothic  prejudices  were  to  move  for  the  ercAion  of  barracks 
around  the  Royal  Exchange.    The  whole  meafure  he  confidered  as 
a  juggle  between  the  craft  of  defpotifm  and  the  lazlnefs  of  commercial 
luxury,  ^flifted  by  the  vanity  and  corruption  of  individuals ;  and  the 
lefult  was,  in  hSt,  the  furrender  of  a  great  and  proud  diffinftiony, 
which  had  been  preferved  with  the  greateft  jealoufy  for  many  ages  ; 
accompanied  with  a  mean  acknowledgment)  that  the  City  of  Lon« 
doa  was  no  longer  capable,  without. military  aid,  of  preferving  its 
ovn  internal  peace,  much  lefs  of  difputing  the  encroachments  of 
p^wer,  ihould  fuch  a  erifis  axrive.     Although  convinced  that  this 
was  one  of  die  worft  fymptoms  of  the  degraded  and  depraved  fpirit 
of  the  country  which  he  had  yet  perceived,  he  denied  tfik  the  mea- 
fure was  agjreeable  to  all  the  refpcAable  citizens,  as  had  beof  ailerted 
by  Mr.  Lufhington,  for  he  knew  himfelf  that  a  very  refpefiable  body 
of  men  continued  firm  in  thdr  of^fidon  to  the  whole  of  Ae  plan ; 
ht  liowever  feared  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  were  duped  and  de- 
luded into  an  indificrence  about  it.     Believing  that  Us  6ppo(iti(Mi 
would  be  inefFcfhial,  he  would  not  prefs  the  matter  to  a  divilion* 
He  had  fatisfied  his  own  mind  in  ffaidng  his  opinion,  and  a  more 
decided  one  he  never  had  formed  on  ai^«  fubjedk.     His  amendment 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  tnll  paiTed. 

Mr.  HALHED  gave  notice  Aat  he  ibq^ld  to-Qiorrow  bring  for<* 
^md  a  modon  refpcdling  Richard  Brothers. 

General  TARLETON  moved,  that  there,  (hould  be  laid  upon 
the  table  a  copy  of  |i  notice  to  the  Poft-mader  General,  appointing 
John  Hammet,  Efq.  to  frank,  inftead  of  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet.--<* 
Ordered. 

Sir  WILLIAH  MILNER  brougTit  up  a  petition  fiom  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  York,  which  he  flated  to  be 
(0  the  £ime  purport  as  that  which  he  had  formerly  prefented  from 
the  corporadon  of  York,  praying  for  peace,  whenever  it  could  be 
bad  eondSftently  with  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  country.  He  ex- 
pttfled  his  hopos  that  the  motion  whidi  had  been  announced  by  his 
bonsurable  ftiend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  relative  to  the  war,  would  have 
the  elc£t  of  uniting  all  parties^  He  moved  that  the  petition  do  lie 
»^  the  table.— 'Ordered. 

Mf.  COURTENAY  moved,  that  the  Sheriffs  in  England  and 

;  Ya 
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Wales  be  direflcd  to  tranfmlt  to  the  Houfe  returns  of  all  the  pcr- 
fons  confined  in  the  djfFerent  jails,  in  confequencc  of  prooefles  or 
profecutions  by  the  Elcclefiaftical  Courts,  ftating  their  particular  of- 
fence, and  the  time  during  which  they  have  been  confined. 

Mr.  HALHED. — "  Although  the  motion  I  am  about  to  fubmit 
to  the  Houfe  be  ftridly  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  notice  1  gave 
ycftcrday,  yet  I  muft  beg  explicitly  to  be  underftood  as  havif^  J»o- 
thing  to  fay  which  can  poffjbly  give  oiFcnce  to  any  gentleman  who 
hears  me,  as  if  di(?bted  by  any  animofity  or  the  fpirit  6f  party. 
Much  more  do  I  defire  moft  pointedly  to  abjure  aU  intention  of 
throwing  out  a  fingle  hint  againft  the  Executive  Govcmnocnt  of  this 
country,  or  any  one  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  compofe  it, 
I  Should  indeed  think  myfelf  Angularly  happy  if  I  could  by  any  form 
of  words,  contrive  to  difarm  the  prejudice  (if  any  fuch  exid^  which 
I  do  not  know}  againd  me  (6  as  to  obtain  a  fair  and  patient  hearir^ 
for  what  I  (hall  have  the  honour  to  offer — if  it  be  merely  in  confi- 
deratioi]  of  that  imiform  and  rcfpedlful  filencc  which  I  have  hitherto 
obfervccf  ever  fince  I  have  had  a  feat  in  Parliament-    Iti  the  firft 
place,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  acquit  me  of  all  perfonal  modvcs  in 
the  part  I  now  take,  or  in  any  in  which  I  have  lately  engaged. 
Indeed  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  made  fomc  facrifices  both  on  the 
fcore  of  friendship  and  of  intcrcd.    Nor  does  it  hitherto  appear  that 
by  my  new  line  of  condu£l  I  have  any  where  obtained  an  equivalent. 
At  leaft  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  loudly  to  aifcrt,  that  I  have  no 
finifter  intention  whatfoever.     That  I  have  no  intercourfe  with  any 
man  or  fet  of  men,  public  or  private,  whofc  principles  or  whoft 
aflions  have,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  tended  to  the  detriment  of  my 
country,  or  any  of  my  countrymen  ;  and  that  in  feparating  myfcIf 
from  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  always  been  ufcd  to  z&  on 
the  quedion  of  war  and  peace,  I  have  conduced  myfelf  in  a  fair, 
open,  and  cpnfciencious  manner,  ftrid^Iy  within  my  duty  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  my  honour  as   a  gentleman.     Now,  Sir, 
^o  Gome  more  immediately  to  the  fufejedl  of  my  intended  motion,  I 
flatter  myfelf  I  (hall  not  be  deemed  to  tonvey  any  ofFenfivc  meaning, 
if  I  exprefs  myfelf  to  have  felt  very  great  furprife,  when,  on  the 
4th  of  this  month,  Richard  Brothers  was  taken  up  by  a  warrant 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,'  and  as  I  have  been  told  by  the  mcf- 
'    fenger  in  whofc  cuftody  he  now  is,  on  fufpiclon  of  treafonable  pnc- 
tices.     I  fay  I  may  well  be  furprifed,  becaufc  I,,  who  am  confcious 
that  not  a  thought,  word,  or  adtioq  of  my  life,  ever  had  the  ic- 
motcfl  tendency  towards  fuch  crimes,  have  beert  for  near  two  months 
back,  in  the  habit  of  feeing  him  very  frequently,  yvithout  perceiving 
in  him  the  flighted  fy mptom  that  could  indicate  any  bad  defign* ; 
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and  bccattfe  I  had  latterly  obferved  that  his  houfe,  id  the  forenoon, 
^vas  confiantlj  filled  by  peribns  of  quality  and  fortune,  of  both  fexes, 
aikl  the  ftieet  crowded  with  their  carriages ;  none  of  which  perfons, 
I  apprehend,  would  have  once  thought  of  paying  him  a  iingle  vifit, 
much  lefs  of  repeating  it,  if  they  could  have  ooncrived  that  they 
^^crc  foftering,  encouraging,  aiding,  and  abetting  a  traitor*  Govern- 
menr,  therefore,  muil  have  fome  peculiar  infonnat;ion  on  the  fubjedt, 
of  which  both  I  and  the  perfons  to  whohi  I  allude,  may  be  fuppofed 
Ignorant ;  and,  while  I  bow  with  the  moft  unfeigned  fubmiiTion  to 
the  authority  of  the  State,  \  hope  to  be  indulged  with  fpeaking  of 
Mr.  Brothers  in  regard  to  that  which  I  do  know. 

As  a  private  Man,  Mr.  Brothers  is  certainly  a  mod  unexception*- 
abk  character ;  and  I  have  heard  he  was  always  much  refpeded  and 
eftcemed  in  the  navy.  To  his  aflability,  moderation,  and  good 
ienfe  in  fociety,  it  is  impoflfible  but  all  thofe  who  have  viiited  him 
maft  bear  concordant  teflimony. 

But  he  has  written  two  very  extraordinary  books— Aye,  Sir, 
there's  the  rub.     The  man  was  very  well  apart  from  his  pen  and 
ink,  but  when  he  mounted  on  the  P^;afus  of  Prophecy,  he  has 
g;aIIoped  over  all  our  heads,  at  the  rifk,  every  moment,  of  dafliing 
out  our  brains,  together  with  his  own.    Perhaps,  for  indeed  J  fpeak 
only  by  conjedlure,  perhaps,  I  fay,  thefe  books  may  be  the  caufe 
of  his  prcfent  detention.     But  if  fo,  I  may  reafonably  exprefs  my 
aAonilhment  diat  they  (hould  dill  be  permitted  full  and  free  circu- 
lation, fo  much  fo,  that  I  can  afltire  gentlemen,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  the  fale  of  them  has  moft  rapidly*^nd  inconceivably  in- 
aeafed  fince  the  confinement  of  their  author.   Every  man  muft  feel 
that  trcalbn  (hould  not  be  permitted  to  difif^nna^te  itfelf  in  this  man- 
ner, and  therefore  finding  (hat  noobftacle  whatever  has  been  oppofed 
to  the  vent  of  thofjp  publications,   I  muft  neceflarily  doubt,  I  fay, 
whether  or  not  they  are  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Brothers 's  imprifonment. 
At  leaft,  however,  while  they  arc  not  profecutcd,  nor  even  threat- 
ened, I  am  at  liberty,  I  conceive,  to  buy  them,  to  read  them,  and 
to  make  my  own  comments  on  them,  and  to  difperfe  them  in  what- 
ever manner  I  chufe,  and  all  without  intending,  much  lefs  w  ithout 
giving,  any  ofilence  to  the  Government  of  this  countr)'. 

licfc  books.  Sir,  if  I  may  be  fuppofed  fulficiently  compos  mintis 
to  form  any  judgment  on  the  fubjeft,  appear  to  me  to  be  founded 
on  principle  which  every ^  one  of  us  acknowledge  and  avow,  namely,* 
the  common  broad  prirtciple  of  chriftbnity,  as  it  is  contained  in  the 
bible.  Chriftianity,  we  all  know,  is  fubdivided  into  an  innumer- 
able multiplicity  of  fafls,  which  differ  from  each  other  in  more  or 
fcy  fubordinatc  artjcks.     But  they  muft  aU  neceflarily  admit  the 
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interfeitnoe^  in  fome  flupe  or  other,  of  God  in  the  Goremment  of 
t&e  world,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptares,  on  whidi  all 
chriftianity  depends.  Now  though  I  do  not  fay  it  is  ahogetfaer  a 
Ihadow,  yet  it  certainly  is  hot  inadmifTible  in  this  free  country. 
Where  a  tranflation  of  the  whole  bible  is  publilhcd  in  the  Vernacu- 
lar tongue,  by  Royal  authority,  for  any  man  to  build  upon  Aolc 
Scriptures  as  a  theoiy  of  his  own,_ln  conformity  to  that  whtdi  he 
may  CQnceive'to  be  their  true  and  recondite  meaning.  Always* 
however,  I  mod  ifnplicidy  allow— in  perfc^  fubmiflion  lo  the  laws 
and  police  of  the  country.  As  a  matter  moft  in  point,  I  (hall  beg 
leave  to  inftance  the  very  numerous  and  very  difcordant  commentaries 
wtuch  have  been  written  more  in  this  kingdom  than  in  any  other, 
on  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  Old  uAd  New  Teftaments.  I 
ftall  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  very  Canons  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
and  the  authority  of  the  prophecies  themfelves,  is  put  out  of  all 
doubt.  All  the  difierence  that  can  exift  in  opinion  muft  neccfiarily 
be  on  the  fcore  of  interpretation. 

One  man  6nds  the  whole  of  their  myfterious  and  hidden  allulions 
to  bear  exclufively  on  Rome,  and  another  on  Turkey.  France  is 
by  fome  deemed  the  grand  {hcatre  of  their  renunciation  ;  by  others, 
perhaps,  Germany  or  Poland.  But  if  one  folitary  individual  hap- 
pen to  pinch  on  Great  Britain  as  the  defined  (pot- for  the  elucidating 
of  thefc  enigmatical  predictions,  furely  it  'is  not  unfcafonable  that 
he  fhould  requed  cool  and  difpafTionate  inveftigation  of  the  grounds 
of  his  afiertion  before  you  condemn  htm  to  Bre  and  faggot.  We 
have  all  heard,  and  thought,  that  perfecution  for  religious  opinions 
was  annihilated  in  England,  that  toleration  was  every  where  making 
a  j^Md  progrefs.  This  toleration  is  what  I  now  folicit ;  not  imme* 
6htt\y  on  Mr.  Brothers's  account,  but  on  'my  own.  I  folicit  it  in 
^  prefent  in(faince  for  the  few  minutes  in  which  I  (hall  detain  the 
Houfe,  and  ]  (hall  then  folicit  it  f)r  a  candid  perufal  of  the  papers 
Svhich  I  mean  to  make  the  fubjcA  of  this  day's  motion. 

1  liave  heard,  but  I  really  know  it  not  on  any  certain  authority, 
Aat  Mr.  Brotfacrs's  arreft  proceeds  from  an  expteflion  in  one  of  the 
Very  lad  pages  of  t))e  laft  edition  of  his  book,  dated  aoth  of  Febru- 
ary, relative  tathe  King.  If  I  nnay  doit  without ofllcnce,  I  will 
venture  to  read  that  pa(rage,  and  endeavour  to  (hew,  that  it  contains 
no  treafonable  or  inflammatory  matter  whatever.  I  have  (elected 
this  particular  pa(!age,  becaufe  I  have  very  good  information  that 
the  jury  impannelled  to  try  him  (or  infanity  defired  him  to  read  it, 
and  fay  if  he  avowed  it,  both  of  which  he  did  ;  and  really.  Sir, 
any  man  may  do  the  fannc,  without  atiy  colour  of  fufpicion  fbr  trca- 
fonable  pradices.     Here  it  is :  fee  page  i  io»     "  The  Lord  Qf4 
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"  commands  me  to  fay  to  you,  Geoige  the  Third,  King  of  £n-» 
"  gland,  that  immediately  on  iny  being  revealed  in  London  to  the 
<<  Hebrews^  as  dieir  Prince,  and  to  all  nations  as  their  Governor^ 
"  TOUT  Crown  muft  be  delivered  up  to  me,  that  all  your  power  and 
''  authority  may  ccafe."     Now,  Sir,  it  is  fair  to  lay,  that  if  L 
were  topremiic  a^  palpable  impoflibility  to  fuch  a  propofition,  I  might 
make  a  fimilar  demand  on  the  King.    I  do  not  mean  that  it  might- 
not  be  deemed  indecent  or  infulting,  but  we  fee  greater  atid  more 
fcandakus  liberties  taken  every  day  with  His  Majedy  in  pamphlets, 
nrwfpapers,  print-ihops,  &c.     If,  for  inftance,   I  were  to  aflert, 
that  on  ibme  future  day,  I  (hould  afcend  to  the  top  of  St.  Paulas, 
and  from  thence  fly  over  London,  and  in  fight  of  all  its  inhabitants, 
f)  WeftminRer  Abbey,  after  which  the  King  muft  feat  me  on  hb 
Throne,  and  kifs  my  great  toe,  moft  people,  1  allow,  would  think 
me  mad ;  but  I  certainly  fbould  not  dream  of  being  apprehended 
for  trcaibn.      What  has  Mr.  Brothers  faid  ? — He  has  faid,  that  he 
(ha}I  be  revealed  to  the  people  of  London,  by  a  (ign  iimilar  to  that 
of  Mofes,  namely,  turning  a  eommon  hazel  ftick  into  a  ferpcnt, 
and  rcinveiltng  it  into  a  rod,  a  fad,  full  as  impoffible  to  all  human 
compiehcniion as  my  flying  finom  St.  Paul's  to  Weifaninfter  Abbey) 
and  that  he  (hall  then  be  viiibly  accompanied  by  an  angel,  in  the 
fcrm  of  Are ;  after^  which  the  King  muft  do  fo  and  fp.    The  whole 
therefore  depends  on  the  previous  performance  of  a  fa£t,  which  cer* 
tainlf  no  one  Meniber  of  Admihiftration  deems  within  the  veige  of 
pofiibility.     I  muft  honeftly  confefs,  that  in  this  inftance,  the  very 
oppofite  conjhiiclion  to  tiuit  of  treafonable  intention,  appears  felf^ 
evident ;  the  prophet  engages  to  accomplifli  his  part  of  the  miracle 
My  afterwhidi  he  fays,  the  King  will  perform  the  feoond  miiacle, 
mmely,  hand  his  crown  to  an  obfcure  individual,,  who  was  his  own 
fubjeft,  and  actually  his  prifoner.    Had  the  condition  been  teveried^ 
the  plea  of  treaibn  would  not  have  been  6>  ill-'ibunded,  and  the  ig:- 
nunint,  the  profligate,  or  the  ill-intentioned,  might  have  tnadc  a 
handle  of  it,  to  die  detriment  of  the  Mcmarchy,  if  a  fiiiSdcntiium- 
W  of  profelytes  had  been  obtained  to  co-operate  in  the  purpoie. 
AU  the  inference  I  pretend  to  draw  from  this  drcumftanoe  is  the 
fcUowii^ :  if  the  aflerted  miflion  of  ibis  prophet  be  true,  and  if  be 
be  deftincd  to  perform  the  miracle  alluded  to,  his  prefent  inipri{btv>> 
oent  will  be  no  bbftacle  at  all.     If  there  be  no  foundation  for  bis 
predidioni,  I  think  an  innocent  man  is  made  ufelefsly  to  iufier  for 
a  mental  deteflon,  which  did  not  require  fuch  feverity.    For  without 
Wng  an  emhufiaft,  I  hope  I  may  for  once  apply  a  couple  lof  v«r(es 
from  the  book  which  wt  all  profcfe  to  hold  inveneradon ;  thesf  a»e 
^  3odi  and  39th  vcrfcs  of  the  5di  chapter  of  afis :  "  f  o^;  if  dye 
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counfel  or  this  wo^rk  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought :  but  if  it 
be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it."  And  here  it  may  not  be  un- 
reafonable  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Brothers  had  afiually  renounced 
feeing  all  indifcriminate  vifitors  two  days  before  he  was  arrcfted  bv 
order  of  Government,  and  to  this  circumftance  he  alludes,  in  one 
of  the  laft  paffagcs  of  his  book,  fo  that  in  fact  if  he  had  been  guilty 
of  any  trcafonable  praftlces  he  had  anticipated  the  intentions  of  G<>- 
vernment,  by  voluntary  renunciation  of  Government ;  and  I  prc- 
fume  it  will  hardly  be  faid  that  four  or  five  unambitious  men,  r,{ 
whom  I  was  one,  having  occafional  admittance  to  pafs  an  h3nr  with 
him  in  a  morning,  could  have  any  ferlous  defigns  to  overturn  the 
State,  and  to  dethrone  the  King. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to  his  prophecies  in  general,  I  muft  own, 
that  as  {ar  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  all  thofe  which  he  has 
recorded  in  print  have  either  a<3ually  been  already  fulfilled,  or  re- 
main in  a  (htc  of  which  it  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  aflerted 
that  their  completion  is  impofliblc.  If  it  be  a  hA,  as  I  myfcif 
do  not  helitate  to  declare  my  unqualified  belief,  that  he  did  write  to 
the  King,  to  you.  Sir,  to  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  and  odicrs,  in 
the  manner,  and  in  the  dates  which  particularifed  many  other  of  his 
predictions,  cither  they,  have  been  fulfilled,  or,  if  not,  you  arc 
called  upon  to  refute  them  ;  but  this  I  roundly  maintain,  and  defy 
any  man  to  prove  the  contrary,  that  out  of  his  prophecies,  as  here 
publifhed,  not  one  has  hitherto  turned  out  to  be  falfe  ;  and  all  the 
miferable  attempts,  in  miferable  pamphlets,  to  fritter  them  away, 
or .  demonffarate  their  failure,  have  ended  in  the  difgrace  of  their 
authors. 

During  the  denunciations  yet  unfulfilled,  and  which  I,  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  man,  fincerely  hope  may  never  be  fulfilled, 
^re  fome  which  relate  to  this  Parliament,  and  to  the  Houfe  where  I 
am  now  fpeaking.  If  it  be  true,  Sir,  that  I  have  dill  many  friends 
Jiere,  who  would  kindly  interpofe  to  fave  me  (torn  that  precipice  of 
obloquy  and.  difgrace,  down  which  they  think  I  am  about  to  rulh  ia 
.confequence  of  my  preTcnt  motion,  I  hope  they  will  not  deem  it  un- 
pardonable in  me  to  be  guided  by  a  fimilar  fentiment,  and  to  ad 
upon  the  fame  motives  of  pure  philanthropy,  however  erroneous, 
if  I  may  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  apprehend  their  (landing  on  the  brink 
of  a  precipice  infinitely  more  alarming,  and  to  fay  the  truth,  it  is 
my  opinion.  Sir,  I  knew  Mr.  Brothers  but  a  very  (hort  time  be- 
*fore  i  publifhed  a  fmall  pamphlet,  which  I  hope  every  gentleman 
here  has  received.  I  never  faw  either  of  thcfe  books  of  prophecies, 
or  indeed  heard  of  them  till  the  5  th  of  January  laft,  and  the  tcntli 
ui  the.  fame  month  was  the  firft  time  I  ever  £iw  theii  audx>r.    I 
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read  his  works,  and  compared  them  with  the  fcriptures,  as  advifed. 
I  declare  upon  my  honour,  this  is  the  whole  and  entire  ground  of 
the  prcfcnt  bias  of  my  thoughts,  which  in  one  fenfe  may  certainly 
be  called  my  convcrnon.  I  confcfs,  indeed,  that  having  a  good 
deal  of  leifure,  I  took  con(idcral::>le  pains  on  the  fubjedl,  and  by  fre-- 
qucnt  penifal,  difcovered  a  variety  of  connc(£lions  and  coincidences 
between  the  fevcral  parts  of  his  works  with  each  other,  and  between 
the  whole  and  the  fcripturcs,  which  at  fird  fight  had  totally  efcaped 
my  attention.  Is  it  very  unreafonable  or  indecent  on  my  part  to 
wifh  that  gendemen  would  apply  fome  part  of  the  leifure  of  the  ap* 
proachiiig  recefs  of  Parliament,  to  a  deliberate  perufal  of  the  fame 
works  ?  Can  any  detriment  refult  from  it  ?  ts  it  impoflTible  that 
God  (hould  once  more  interfere  in  human  affairs,  as  we  have  the 
recorded  tedimony  of  the  Bible  to  prove  he  did  formerly  ?  This  is 
aU  I  arte. 

Gentlemen  will  undoubtedly  recoiled  frequent  and  palpable  inat« 
tention  both  of  Governments  and  whole  nations  to  difcoveries  of  the 
utmoft  impoitancei  and  which  have  afterwards  given  a  new  turn  to 
the  afiairs  of  mighty  empires ;  to  inftance  only  one  cafe,  by  how 
many  crowned  heads  and  powerful  countries  was  Columbus  rejedtedy 
when  he  ofiered  pnuEUcally  to  dcmonftrate  the  exigence  of  the 
WeAem  Continent  i  the  thing  was  deemed  impoflible,  the  very 
fuppofition,  perhaps,  was  treated  by  many  as  impious.  Fadb,. 
however,  have  fince  bore  fufBcicnt  evidence  to  the  folidity  of  his 
opinions,  and  left  nothing  but  regret  and  remorfe  to  thofe  who  had 
too  precipitately  defpifed  them. 

In  his  fecondbook,  page  23,  in  my  edition,  he  fays,  '<  He 
was  commanded  by  the  Lord  God  to  go  the  Houfe  of  Parliament 
on  the  1 7th  of  May,  1792,  and  acquaint  the  Members,  for  their 
own  perfonal  fafety,  and  general  benefit  of  the  country,  that  the 
time  of  the  world  was  come  to  fulfil  the  7  th  chapter  of  Daniel.'* 
And  much  as  I  may  regret,  and  much  as  all  of  us  may  have  occafion  to 
regret,  that  he  was  at  that  time  difmilTcd  (as  he  fays)  with  unfeeling 
contempt  and  incivility  from  our  door,  fince  the  fubfequent  unfortu- 
nate events  which  he  mentions  to  have  been  ordered  to  communicate 
to  us,  that  they  might  have  been  averted,  cannot  now  be  prevented 
or  rcdrefled,  ftill  I  may  hope  that  the  very  coincidence  of  the 
events,  with  his  predictions,  may  have  fome  weight  with  us  not  to 
rejed  him  unheard  for  the  future ;  and  for  this  reafon,  had  be 
now  been  at  liberty,  I  fliould  certainly  have  moved  that  he  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  there  be  fufFercd  to  declare  to 
us  any  thing  he  may  have  it  in  command  from  God  to  fay. 

But  that  I  may  exhibit  that  unfeigned  fubmiflfioni  which  I  mpft 
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afltiredljr  feel  towards  the  Executive  Government  of  the  country,  I 
beg  leave  now  to  offer,  and  I  moft  carncftly  entreat  to  be  permittrd, 
to  lay  on  your  table  a  copy  of  his  works  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the 
Members  as  may  chufe  to  perufe  them. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  I  cannot  charge  my  recoUeftion  with  any  in- 
(bmce  of  any  printed  papers  having  been  fo  prefented ;  and  therefore 
I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  know  if  a  paper  fo  circumfbnced,  be  ad- 
miflfible;  to  obviate,  therefore,  tliiscaufe  of  reje3iony  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  bring  with  me  a  complete  copy  of  Mr.  Brothers's  wotks^ 
which  I  have  had  bound  for  my  own  ufei  and  in  which  I  hare  in- 
ferted,  with  my  own  hand,  a  very  great  number  of  notes,  elucida- 
tions, and  fimilar  paffagcs,  from  the  fcriptures ;  all  of  viiiich  I  con- 
ceive to  be  perfeflly  acceflible  to  your  table  by  the  rples  and  (urms 
of  the  Houfe;  affuring  you.  Sir,  that  I  (hould  not  have  prcfumed 
to  intrude  any  obfervations  of  mine  on  your  noti(|Py  if  any  odier 
mode  (on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion)  had  fuggcfted  itfclf  to  my  mind. 

NoTwithftanding,  I  venture  with  all  humility  to  offer  my  opi- 
nion, that  inuch  labour  of  reference  and  comparifon  (which  is  vnt 
always  a  pleafant  tafk)  would  be  faved  to  thofe  honourable  g)endemen 
who  (hould  deem  the  whole  worthy  of  their  attention,  by  the  pains 
I  have  taken  in  adjufting  and  arrartging  the  various  correfpondent 
paffages,  and  with  this  view  1  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  if  my 
motion  for  laying  the  book  on  your  table  be  granted,  I  (hall  then 
move,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members." 

He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  Books  of  Richard 
Brothers,  entitled,  '  a  Revealed  Knowledge,'  &c.  be  laid  upon  die 
table." 

The  motion  not  being  fecondcd,  the  qucftion  was  not  put  upon 
it. 

Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  in  purfuance  of  a  former  no- 
tice, which  he  had  given,  he  propofed  after  the  holidays  to  bring 
forward  fomc  propoiitions  with  refpcft  to  the  proceedings  to  be 
adopted  in  forming  Committees  to  decide  on  Contefted  Eledions. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  move,  that  there 
(hould  be  laid  on  the  table,  a  recorded  digeft  of  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  Managers  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  Efq.  in  order  to  be  inferted  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfc. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  brought  up*.  The 
lefolution,  granting  to  HisMajefty  a  vote  of  credit  of  2,500,0001. 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  now  rofc,  and  faid,  diat  he. 
underftood  that  he  had  been  fummoned  to  attend  the  Houfe  on 
FridJiy  fe'nnight,  in  order  to  account  why  he  had  deputed  another 
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to  cxercife  his  privilege  of  franking.  He  had  been  himfelf  exi- 
tienidy  indifpofed  at  the  time,'  and  conceived  that  he  had  done  no- 
thing in  availing  himfelf  of  his  privilege,  except  what  was  ftri^^ly^ 
authorized  by  the  rules  of  the  Houfe.  [He  here  dciired  the  regu- 
lation with  refpeft  to  Franking  to  be  read.] 

Mr.  MAINWARING  fuggcftcd  that  as  nothing  more  was  re- 
quired than  the  attendance  of  the  honourable  Member,  and  as  he 
was  now  prcfent,  and  had  accounted  why  he  had  deputed  to  another 
Us  privilege  of  franking,  that  the  order  of  the  Houfe  for  his  attend- 
ance on  Friday  fe'nnight  ought  to  be  difchargcd. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  trufted  that  in  making  his 
motion  it  would  not  bt  fuppofed  that  he  was  adhiatcd  in  the  fmallcft 
degree  by  pcHbnal  motives ;  had  ailed  only  from  ^  regard  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Houfe,  who  had  (hewn  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  own 
dignity  in  the  rcadinefs  with  which  they  had  adopted  the  motion. 
He  could  nDt,  however,  confent  to  difpenfe  with  the  attendance  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  as  the  inquiry  which  he  had  in  view  was 
ftill  in  train,  and  he  had  but  this  day  moved  for  a  paper  relative  to 
the  bufinefs.  > 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  carrying  ofF  dead  bodies  from  church  yards  and' 
other  burying  places,  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Mainwaring  and  Mn 
M.  A.  Taylcr,  and  fupportoi  by  Sir  John  Frederick,  and  Mr, 
Joddrcll,   &c. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  counted. 

There  being  only  34  Members  prefent,  the  Houfe  of  conf^qucncc 
adjourned. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  prefcnted  a  bill,  which  was  read  a 
firft  time,  for  widening  and  rendering  mofc  commodious,  the  en- 
trance into  the  city  of  London,  by  way  of  Temple  bar;  and  alfo 
for  making  fome  improvements  on  Snow  hill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  that  there  were  at  prefent  many 
able  feamen  ferving  in  the  different  regiments  of  militia,  whom  it 
tvould  be  very  proper  to  have  transferred  to  the  navy.  It  would 
likewife  be  expedient  to  draw  away,  for  the  fervice  of  the  artillery, 
fuch  men  in  the  militia  as  were  expert  in  working  at  the  great  guns. 
He  would,  therefore,  move,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  augmenting  the  Royal  corps  of  artillery,  and  providing  fca« 
men  for  the  fervice  of  His  Majcfty's  navy." 

Leave  was  given,  the  bill  prdented,   and  read  a  firft  time. 

Qn  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  an  allowance  to  mi-^ 

Z   2 
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litia  fubaltcrns  in  time  of  peace.  General  Tarlcton  wifhcd  to 
know  whether  a  ciertain  ckufe  relative  to  fencibles  w'as  omitted. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  there  was  no  fuch  claufc  ; 
and  a  convcrfation  was  beginning  to  be  entered  into  upon  that  qucf- 
ti<5n,  which  the  Speaker  put  a  flop  to,  as  foreign  to  any  order  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  Houfe  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

Thurfdaji   gth  April 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  gave  notice  that  the  digcft  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  againft«Mr.  Haftings  would  be  brought  for- 
ward on  Tuefdayncxt.  He  alfo  gave  notice,  tliat  to-morrow  there 
would  be  brought  forward  a  motion  of  congratulation  on  the  late 
happy  event  of  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved,  "  that  the  Houfe  (hould  to-morrow  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  the  Indemnitv  to  be 
granted  the  Governors  and  Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  Weft-InJia 
iflands,  for  permitting  the  importation  of  foreign  articles  in  foreign 
bottoms.— ^Agreed  to. 

Several  petitions  were  prefented  from  the  freeholders,  inhabitants, 
&c.  of  St.  Clements  Danes,  ftating  the  injury  they  would  receive 
by  the  projected  alterations  for  widening  the  paffage  to  the  city,  by 
the  removal  of  Temple  bar,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  Counfel 
egainft  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  Houfe. 

It  having  been  fuggeftcd  that  thofe  difficulties  might  be  remedied 
in  the  Committee,  the  motion  for  hearing  Counfel  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  petitions  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday  J    l  oth  April. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented 
to  IJi^s  Majcft)',  to  congratulate  His  Majcfty  on  tlie  happy  event  of 
the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the  fame." 

Refolvcd,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  congratulate  Her  Majefty  on 
thefe  happy  nuptials. 

Rcfolved,  "  That  a  congratulatory  mefTage  be  fent  to  their 
Ro)'^al  Highneffes  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  on  this  joyful 
occalion." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reported  from  the  Committee,  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  be  prcftntcd  to  His  MajdK^,  that  the. 
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Conimittcc  had  drawn  up  an  Addrcfs  accordingly,  which  they  had 
4*irc^cd  him  to  report  to  the  Houfc  ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame 
%%2s  read,  and  agreed  toby  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  follows : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

ff^E^  your  MajcfljS  m:Ji  dutiful  and  loyal fuhj eels y  the  Commons 

•f  Great  Britain,  In  Parliament  ajjhnhkdy  mcjl  humbly  beg  leave  to 

cngratulatc  y^ur  Majejly  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Priace  of  Wales  ;    and  to  exprefs  the  cordial  fatisfa^ion  which  your 

^  t'ljejhfi  faithful  Commons  feel  on  an  event y  which  promifes  to  gratify 

t  v  wip>£s  of  your  Majejly  s  faithful  fubjcSls,  by  augmenting  the  domeflic 

*■  jcity  of  your  Majejiy  and  ymr  illujlrious  family  y  and  by  affording  ad'- 

ditional  fecurlty  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  llefjings  which  have  been  ex-^ 

perienced  in  tl  efe  kingdoms y    under  the  aujpicious  Government  of  the 

Princes  if  the  Houfe  ^/^Brunfwick- 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND  AS  rofc  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  circumdanccs  of  the  a£lion  which  had  lately  taken  place  in 
the  Mediterranean.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  vi<5lory  was 
as  fplendid  and  decifive  as  fome  which  we  had  obtained ;  but  the 
Houfc  would  fee,  from  the  very  modcft  account  which  the  gallant 
Admiral  had  tranfmitted  of  the  adion,  that  with  a  fleet  which  had 
been  expofcd  to  very  fevere  fervice,  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  compel  the  enemy  to  come  to  ad^ion.  It  would  alio  be  re- 
colleded,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  but  juft  come  from  their  own 
port.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  arms 
had  been  maintained,  and  two  (hips- captured  from  the  enemy.  H^ 
concluded  with  moving, 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral 
Hotham,  for  hi$  late  meritorious  exertions  in  the  command  of  His 
Majcfty's  fleet  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admirals 
Goodall,  and  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knight,  for  their  late  meritorious 
exeitions  in  the  command  of  His  Majefty's  fleet  fbitioned  in  the 
Mediterranean.  .  1 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Rear  Adn^iral 
Liniee,  for  his  late  meritorious  exertions  in  the  command  of  His 
Majefty's  fleet  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"  That  this  Houfc  doth  acknowledge  and  approve  the  merito- 
rious condu(3  of  the  feveral  ofllicers,  feamen,  and  marines,  under 
the  command  of  Vice  Admiral  Hotham,  in  the  late  aSion  with  the 
French  fleet." 

General  SMITH  availed  liimfelf  of  this  opf  ortunity  for  ex- 


174  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179^. 

prcffing  his  concern,  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  bnlliant 
fcrviccs  of  Captain  Faulknor.  After  entering  into  a  warm  eulogtann 
of  Captain  Faulknor,  he  noticed  the  fubfcription  that  had  been  en- 
tered into  for  crefling  a  monument  to  his  memory,  a  fubfcripricn 
certainly  honourable  to  thofc  concerned  in  it,  but  difgraceful  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  fhould  have  rendered  any  fubfcript5c»n 
unneceffary.  He  expreffcd  his  hopes  that  die  Houfe  would  fpcc- 
dily  adopt  fome  mcafure  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  fo  dlftinguifticd 
an  officer. 

The  motions  were  then  carried  nan,  ccm. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  attendance  of  Sir  Benja- 
min Hammet  in  his  place. 

General  TARLETON  moved,  that  the  return  which  had  b^^cn 
laid  before  the  Houfe  from  the  Poft-Office,  dating  that  Sir  Bcnja- 
min  Hammet  had  delegated  his  privilege  of  franking  to  his  fon,  en 
account  of  his  ill  health,  in  the  year  1793,  might  be  read  -,  wliich 
being  done,  the  General  then  moved,  tliat  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
be  heard  in  his  defence. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  he  heard  no  chaige  brought 
againfl  him. 

General  TARLETON  (aid,  he  conceived  the  paper  which  had 
been  read,  proved  that  the  honourable  Member  had  abufcd  his 
privilege  of  franking. 

'The  SPEAKER  then  informed  Sir  Benjamin,  that  he  might 
ftate  what  he  pleafed  in  anfwer  to  the  charge,  and  muft  then  with- 
draw. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  faid,  he  had  certainly  delegated 
his  privilege  to  his  fon,  and  he  did  it  becaufe  his  health  was  in  h 
precarious  a  ftate  that  he  could  not  attend'  to  bufinefs.  He  could 
produce  to  the  Houfe  the  evidence  of  moft  refpecSlable  medical  gen- 
tlemen to  prove  tlie  general  ill  ftate  of  his  health. — [He  here  read 
two  letters  from  his  phyfician  and  apothecary.] — It  was  true  that, 
at  intervals,*  he  was  much  better ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  rctradl  the  delegation  he  had  given,  more  efpeciaHy  as  he 
had  never  franked  a  letter  while  his  fon  enjoyed  that  privilege.  He 
had  made  fome  inquiries  upon  the  fubjedt,  particularly  at  the  Poft- 
Office,  and  the  refult  fatisfied  him  that  his  conduct  had  been  regu- 
lar. He  affiired  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  this  very  morning  un- 
certain whether  he  (hould  be  able  to  attend  the  Houfe  from  illnefs. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  take  his  cafe  into  their  con- 
fideration,  and  protc<9:  him  from  perfccution.  No  man  could  be 
more  anxious  to  preferve  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  than  he  was, 
and  if  it  (hould  be  their  opinion  that  he  liad  a£lcd  ^yrong  in  not  rc- 
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f  jniing  his  privil^e,  he  could  only  fay,  .he  was  extremely  forry  for 
it^  and  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe.  The  anxiety  he  had  fufFcred 
llnce  the  honourable  General  had  made  his  motion  was  inconcciv- 
2llc ;  and  he  (hould  conclude  with  once  more  recommending  his  ho- 
v.'juv  and  his  charader  to  the  prbte<Sion  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  STURT  rifing,  the  Speaker  explained  to  the  Houfe,  there 
T-as  as  yet  no  motion  before  the  Houfe,  nor  could  there,  confor- 
mable to  their  rules  and  orders,  till  after  the  honourable  Member, 
whofe  conduct  was  under  confideration,  had  withdrawn. 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  conceived  there  wa^  no  ground  of  cenfurc  laid 
V-cfore  them.  As  he  was  entering  on  the  merits  of  the  bufinefs,  he 
was  called  to  order. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  then  retired  from  the  Houfe- 
General  TARLETON  rofe  and  ftated,  that  it  was  now  their 
y\  !ty  to  decide  upon  the  motion  which  he  fliould  fubmit  to  them ; 
tiking  into  their  confideration  the  contents  of  the  papers  which  were 
I  uJ  on  their  table,  tc^ether  with  the  explanation  given  juft  now  by 
the  honourable  Member.     For  his  part,  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  the 
iiuty  he  owed  to  the  Houfe  and  his  country  had  operated  on  his  con- 
(^uv3.    He  had  no  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  honourable  Micm- 
l  cr  whom  he  accufed,  and  of  whom  he  knew  but  little,  beyond 
what  the  prefent  occurrence  had  brought  to  light ;  it  was  certainly 
more  agreeable  to  defend  than  accufcu    With  refpedt  to  the  bufinefs 
before  them,  it  was  certainly  palpable  that  there  was  eidier  a  mif- 
take  or  a  mifufe  in  the  excrcife  of  the  privilege  of«  franking.     The 
act  of  Parliament  wliich  beftows  that  privilege  fays,  that  nothing 
but  bodily  infirmity  (hall  juftify  the  deputation  of  it  to  another ; 
but  in  the  prefent  inflance  it  was  apparent  that  the  horiourable  Mem* 
ber  was  not  lefs  capable  of  franking  for  himfelf  than  other  Members 
were.     It  was  certain  that  great  abufes  have  exifted  to  a  very  enor- 
mous extent;  as  many  as  eighty  or  ninet}'  franks  by  individuals  in 
a  (lay.     For  his  part,  he  was  reprefentative  of  as  commercial  a  city 
as  b  die  kingdom  ;  and  yet  he  had  never  franked  to  the  tenth  of 
tlm  number.  In  times  like  the  prefent,  when  fo  much  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  innovators  of  all  defcriptions,  he  conceived 
it  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  defend  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe, 
and,  by  the  wholefome  oorredion  of  abufes,  to  hold  up  its  refpec- 
tability  in   the  eyes  of  the  people.     Upon  thcfe  grounds   it  was, 
that  he  offered  his  motion,    "  That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  do  at- 
tend, in  his  place,  on  Monday  next ;  and  that  he  be  there  repri- 
manded by  the  Speaker  for  an  abufe.of  privilege.*' 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  it  would  be  ncccffary  for 
htm  firft  to  make  a  motion  of  fa^,  as  contained  in  the  papers  upon 
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their  tabic ;  to  which  if  the  Houfc  affcntcd,  that  then  the  above 
motion  might  follow. 

General  TARLETON  accordingly  drew  up  and  made  the  fol- 
lowing motion :  **  That  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  deputed  his  privik-g'? 
of  franking  to  another,  not  being  entitled  fo  to  do  by  bodily  infir- 
mity, conformable  to  the  claufe  for  that  purpofc  in  the  ad  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  that  his  fon  has  cxcrcifed  that  privilege  for  two  years." 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  a(ked»  where  does  this  feft  appear?   He  was 
anfwered,  "  From  the  papers  on  the  table."     He  faid,  he  ejefscScd 
to  be  told  fo  ;  but  he  infifted  that  nothing  like  it  was  to  be  dmwn 
from  them,  and  therefore  he  fhould  give  the  motion  hie  hearty  ne- 
gative, both  as  not  having  been  proved,  and  as  not  being,    in  his 
opinion,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  from  its  infignificancr 
In  fa6V,  there  was  no  charge  whatever  ;  for  by  the  papers  it  limply 
appeared  thdt  the  honourable  Member  had  delegated  his  privilege  to 
his  fon ;  and  the  honourable  Member  himfelf  had,  without  contra- 
didion,  aflerted  that  he  had  been  generally  incapable  of  cxcicifing 
i(  himfelf;  and  that,  in  fa<51,  he  never  had  exercifcd  it  fince  he  firft 
fo  appointed  his  fon.     As  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been  cxcr- 
cifed, tlwt  was  quite  a  different  queftion,  and  could  never  be  charged 
as  a  crime ;  howeyer,  if  proved,  it  might  be  an  abufe  of  privilege. 
Upon  thcfe  grounds  he  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  to  the  other 
orders  of  the  day,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  prcfent  queftion. 

Mr.  GREY  (aid,  that  the  fenfiuions  of  every  gentleman,  on  the 
prcfent  occaGon,  oould  not  be  otherwifc  than  unpleafant.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Houfe  certainly  was  deficient,  and  might  notjuftlfy 
the  paffing  of  the  motion  propofed  by  General  Tarleton,  but  furely 
the  charge  againft  Sir  Benjamin  did  not  dcfcrve  to  be  confidcred  in 
fo  frivolous  a  manner  as  Mr.  Ryder  had  treated  it.  The  privilege 
of  franking  had  been  granted,  not  for  promoting  the  interefts  of 
Members,  but  of  avoiding  thofe  expenccs  which  a  gentleman  might 
be  put  to  in  his  official  capacity  of  a  Member  of  Parliament*  But 
if  it  ihould  be  found  that  the  power  granted  by  the  aft  had  been  m^de 
ufe  of  for  purpofes  of  private  intereft  and  profit,  could  it  be  faid  that 
a  charge  of  fuch  a  nature  was  either  a  light  or  a*  frivolous  chaigc^ 
Bodily  infirmity  had  been  pleaded — the  Houfe  had  heard  the  plea, 
and  therefore  he  could  wifli  that  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  fhould 
take  place  in  order  to  inftitute  an  inquiry.  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
had  produced  letters  which  ftated,  that  it  was  ncccffary  for  him  to 
abftain  from  bufincfs.  Was  franking  fuch  a  bufincfs  as  it  was  nc- 
ceflarj'  to  delegate  ? 

.  Mr.  Alderman  NEWNH AM  declared,  tliat,  to  his  knowledge, 
the  lK)nourable  Member,  at  the  time  of  deputii^  his  fon  to  frank 
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for  him,  was  totallf  unable  to  do  fo  himfelf.  If  he  had  not  refumed 
it,  it  was  becaufe  he  was  fo  frequently  incapable  of  franking  himfelf, 
and  alfo  becaufe  he  had  not  conceived  himfelf  as  WTong  in  continu- 
ing it.  At  all  events,  if  he  had  done  wrong,  even  though  unin- 
tcnnonally,  he  had  apologized  for  it,  by  b^ging  pardon  of  the  Houfc. 
After  all,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know,  whether  or  not  all  other  gen- 
tlennen  had  confined  themfelvcs  ftriflly  to  the  conffitutional  objcdl 
for  which  the  privilege  of  franking  was  allowed.  For  himfelf,  he 
wcHild  own  he  certainly  had  not,  nor  did  he  believe  any  one  had ; 
there  were  many  Members  of  that  Houfe  who  had  frequently  dele- 
gated the  privileges  of  franking  to  their  wives,  daughters  and  other 
ladies  ocraiionally,  and  he  faw  no  greater  crime  or  offence  in  one 
cafe  than  in  the  other ;  he  therofore  traded  that  the  Houfe  would  not 
think  it  right  to  treat  the  honourable  Member  with  harfhnefs. 

Mr.  CRICKETT  ftated,  that  he  had  known  the  honourable 
Member  who  had  withdrawn,  and  was  now  the  fubjeft  of  debate, 
for  feveral  years ;  that  his  health  for  fome  years  paft  had  been  very 
piccarv>us  and  uncertain,  fo  much  fo  as  totally  to  prevent  him  at 
difFercnt  times  fit)m  the  power  of  franking  his  letters.  He  not  only 
fcid  this  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  from  hearing  the  fame  very 
frequently  from  fome  of  the  firft  medical  charadlers  in  the  kingdom, 
amongft  whom  he  mentioned  Sir  W.  Fordyce,  Mr.  Pott,  and  Mr. 
Pitcaim.  This,  he  faid,  he  ftated  as  a  matter  of  juftice,  which  he 
thoi^t  it  his  duty  to  do,  and  not,  he  aflfured  the  Houfe,  from  any 
motive  of  friendship  or  acquaintance.  He  (hould  therefore  give  his 
vote  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid  a  few  word^,  with  an  intent 
to  fupport  the  original  motion,  but  finding  that  he  had  midaken  the 
ftatement  of  the  honourable  Baronet  in  his  exculpation,  he  fat  down. 
The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  as  he  had  fe- 
condcd  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
he  dioij^t  it  necelTary  to  give  his  reafons  for  having  done  fo.  He 
by  no  means  thought  the  motion  of  the  honourable  General  either 
frivolous  or  light  in  its  importance.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  he  deferycd  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  having  brought 
it  forward.  Nevcrthelefs,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  fupport  the 
modon  for  the  order  of  the  day,  becaufe  he  thought,  that  as  the  bii- 
fincfs  flood  at  prefent,  the  Houfe  could  not  with  propriety  proceed 
6rthcr  on  it  now.  The  honourable  General  had  not  produced  evi- 
dence which  was  fufHcient  to  ground  upon  it,  and  juftly,  the  adjption 
of  Ac  motion  he  had  brought  forward.  At  the  fame  time  he  did 
not  think  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  had  withdr?.wn,  had  alto- 
gether exculpated  himfelf  fo  clearly  as  might  be  wiihed.  He  had, 
VoL.XLI.   ^  A  a 
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however,  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  not  offended  againft  the 
claufe  of  the  a^St  of  Parliament  intentbnally ;  that  he  had  confultcd 
gentlemen,  his  friendsi  upon  the  matter,  and  they  all  thoi^ht  the 
fame  on  that  as  the  honourable  Baronet  himfelf  had  done.    He  laid 
alfo,  that  if  he  had  really  offended  againft  the  principle  of  the  ad 
of  Parliament,  he  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe.     The  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  then  faid,  that  the  chief  part  of  the  charges 
alledged  againft  the  honourable  Member  who  was  withdrawn,  was, 
in  his  having  continued  the  delegation  of  his  privilege  to  frank  letters 
to  his  fon,  during  thofe  intervals  of  time  when  his  ftate  of  health 
did  not  require  it.     This,  he  apprehended^  arofe  from  a  wiih  not 
to  give  too  much  trouble  to  the  Poft-Office,  as  he  knew  that  the  re- 
turns of  his  indifpofuion  were  very  frequent,  and  as  it  appeared  from 
his  aflfertion,  in  his  exculpation,  that  only  one  perfon  (hb  fon)  wa5 
employed  in  franking,  he  thou|^t,  that  the  prefent  moment,  when 
the  abufe,  or  even  the  power  of  abufe  inthb  particular,  was  on  th« 
point  of  being  effcAually  put  a  flop  tOy^there  was  no  occafion  tor 
the  Houfe  to  take  any  moiir  ferious  notice  of  the  matter  at  picfent. 
He  was  extremely  glad,  however,  that  the  motion  had  been.bioi^ht 
forward,  as  it  would  (hew  the  people  of  this  country  haw  feelingly 
alive  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  were  to  any  privilege  enliufted  to 
thtm  for  the  publi^  ^;ood — and  .how  very  jealous  of  die  fmalleit 
abufe  of  them.     For  the  reafons  Jie  had  adduced,  however,  he  had 
jteconded  and  (hould  fupport,  the  motion  for  the  order  of  die  'day. 

Mr.  JODDRKLL  differed  in  opinion  with  the  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls  as  to  the  point  of  the  ord^  of  the  day.  He  thought  if  the 
original  motion  was  adopted  afd  fome  ceniure  conveyed  upon  the 
honourable  Member,  k  would  have  a  much  greater  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  as  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe,  and  tluar  llveW 
leelings  for  the  privileges  cntrufted  to  them  for  the  public  goodi 
than  the  adoption  of  the  motion  of  the  order  of  the  day  could  jpofTibl/ 
imprcfs  upon  them.  He  was  forry  his  honourable  friend  who  lad 
brought  forward  the  motion^  had  not  produced  ftronger  evidence  in 
fupport  of  it ;  and  he  thought  if  the  debate  fhould  happen  to  be  ad* 
journcd,  he  would  be  able  to  do  fo  to  that  extent  which  would  juftify 
the  Houfe  in-freeing  to  the  original  motion.  He  fhould  thcrefoic 
oppofe  the  order  of  the  day. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Houfe  by  faying  many  words.  A  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Ryder,)  a  fort  of  a  Minifter,  had  afferted  that  the  prefent  mo- 
tion he  had  brought  forward  was.frivolous  and  trivial.  He  wiibcd 
that  fentiment  to  be  promulgated  to  the  people,  through  the  public 
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papeiSy  and  let  them  be  ifae  judges  whedier  it  was  (0  or  not*    The 
qutdtian  being  called  for,  a  diviiion  todc  place : 

For  Che  order  of  (he  day  39  ;  Againft  it  27.     Majority  i  a.    > 

Mmdofj  I  yh  April 

Mr.  BYNG  prefented  a  petition  on  bdiaif  oC  die  gardeners,  malt- 
(lersy  brewers,  difUUcrs,  foapbcxlersy  chandlers,  and  odicrtradef- 
men,  fiadng,  that  if  the  bill  now  pending  for  the  obfervance  of  the 
Lx>rd*i  Day  be  paiTed  into  a  law,  they  would  be  materially  injured 
in  their  trades,  and  fome  of  them  ruined. 
RefBrred  to  a  Commitfiee  on  the  bill. 
Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  FranldngbiU. 
The  ameodments  to  the  rcfidutions  of  the  former  Committees 
upon  the  bill  being  read,  ^ 

Mr.  DENT  £ud,  he  had  great  fatisfafHon  to  fee  Government 

attentive  to  the  bbjeft  of  oorre6Kng  abuies  in  the  privilege  of  fiank- 

ir^-<<ibufes  whidi  had  fiibfifted  to  an  alarming  degree.     He  had 

no  objcdion  to  this  bill,  but  he  wanted  to  abo^iih  other  abufes, 

namely,  thofe  which  arofe  from  the  exercife  of  franking  by  clerks 

in  the  different  offices.     He  mud,  however,  obferve,  that  there 

vnere  Ibrne  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  who  had  abuTed  the  prW 

vikge  of  flanking  to  a  degree  that  made  it  fhameful.     He  und^« 

ftoody  diat  fome  Members  liad  for  their  own  emolument  franked 

letters  to  a  vafi  amount.     He  would  fuppofe  that  a  Member  of  that 

Houfe  had  got.  another  to  afllft  him,  who  could  write  a  better  hand, 

and  more  expeditioufly  than  hhnfelf;  in  that  cafe  (bme  farther  in- 

fDm^ation  fhould  be  had  from  the  Poft  Office.     He  would  fuppofe 

amtiicr  cafe,  that  a  Member,  under  the  allegation  of.  his  being  too 

inlinn  in  body  to  write  for  htmfelf,  although  he  might  come  to  the 

Hou^  in  apparent  good  health,  fhould  appoint  another  to  write  for 

him  a  prodigious  number  of  letters  daily  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

He  WQukl  then  afk,  whether  fome  farther  regulation  than  thfs  bill 

provided  was  not  neeeflfary  to  dieck  an  evil  on  which  the  Public 

cried  oQt  fhame.     There  was  a  circumftance  to  which  he  could  not 

hetpallading,  becaufe  it  was  fo  applicable  to  the  fubg'ed  now  before 

the  Houfe.     He  had  lately  read  in  a  newfpaper,  that  a  Member  of 

that  Houfe  had  fold  his  privilege  of  Aranking  for  300I.  a  year.     If 

thit  was  true,  the  Houfe  ought  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  fad; 

If  it  v^  falfe>  the  vengeance  of  that  Houfe  ought  to  fall  on  the 

printer  of  fo  atrocious  a  libel.     This  he  faid,  in  order  to  call  thd 

attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  abufes  that  had  fo  long  and  fo  fhamc* 

k\\j  fubfiited  in  the  privily  of  franking  ;  and  althou^  the  bill 

ROW  before  tfiem  went  to  prohibit  the  fending  by  any  one  Member 

A  a  2 
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more  than  ten  letters  each  day,  and  the  receiving  more  than  fifteen, 
yet  if  fome  regulation  was  not  adopted  with  regard  to  clerks  in  oi- 
ficcSy  he  was  fure  the  Public  would  be  greatly  defrauded. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LONG  brought  up  a  claufe  to  continue  the  law  as  ir  now 
Aandsy  with.regard  to  poAage  on  ncwfpapers,  which  was  alio  agreed 
to. 

He  brought  up  another  in  favour  of  officers  and  men  in  aAual 
fervice,  and  writing  upon  their  own  bufincfs  only.  The  daufc 
contained  various  proviiions  as  to  the  manner  of  directing  fuchlet- 
ters>  &c. 

General  SMITH  applauded  the  liberality  of  Government  in 
this  inAancCy  and  faid  he  hoped  that  the  Officers  would  take  care 
that  no  improper  ufe  (hould  be  made  of  the  privilege. 

The  claufe  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PORTER  propofed  a  claufe  which  fpecified  various  regu- 
lations of  abufes  in  the  Public  Offices,  in  the  franking  of  letters, 
and  appointing  an  infpcdtor,  &c. 

Captain  BERKELEY  doubted  the  utility  of  the.  claufe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  thought  the  law  fufficicnt  for 
4he  cone^ion  6f  the  abufes  which  the  claufe  was  intended  to  re- 
medy. He  obferved,  that  there  were  various  corrcfpondcnccs  which 
Government  did  not  wifh  to  fupprefs,  and  which  had  the  objed  of 
expediting  public  bufinefs,  and  yet  would  be  chargeable  to  pofiage 
hy  the  claufe  in  queftion. 

-  Mr.  COURTENAY  laid,  he  was  glad  that  Minifters  were  de- 
termined to  remedy  abufes.  But  the  abufes  of  the  offices  were 
great  indeed  ;  upwards  of  30,000!.  a  year  was  loft  to  the  Public 
by  the  franking  of  tlie  clerks  ;  this  was  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  amount  of  franking  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Now, 
he  wifhed  to  know  upon  what  ground  it  was  that  tliefe  gentlemen 
were  to  have  a  difcretionary  power,  and  the  Members  of  the  tuo 
Houfes  to  have  none.  He  thought  that  too  much  truft  was  put  in 
the  virtue  of  thefe  gentlemen.  Were  they  purified  by  fome  fixed 
oir  among  themfclvcs  ?  Indeed  he  apprehended  that  his  bill  would 
tend  to  increafe  abufe  in  the  privilege  of  franking  in  thefc  offices ; 
for  fome  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  them  might  become  partners, 
not  ileeping,  but  writing  partners,  in  Banking-houfes,  uulefs  fome- 
thing  like  the  claufe  now  offered  ihould  be  adopted.  It  was  idle 
to  fay  that  the  abufes  would  be  correfted  in  the  offices  ;  he  never 
knew' any  body  of  men  who  correded  abufes  among  themfclvcs,  ci- 
ther in  Church  or  State.  He  faw  fomcthing  already  tliat  tended 
to  the  reverfe  of  this ;  for  when  any  abufe  of  office  was  mentioned, 
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and  an  attempt  made  to  do  it  zwbj,  feme  Mihiftdr  or'odier  waa 
fuic  to  ftep  in  to  defend  it ;  whenever  any  one  attempted  to  ap- 
proach die  ufe  of  office,  Nlinifters  feemed  to  fay,  **  Take  ofFyour 
flioesy  for  now  you  fiand  upon  holy  ground.*' 

Mr.  LONG  obferved,  that  there  was  a  particular  law  in  being 
to  reftrain  the  abufe  of  franking  in  public  offices. 

General  TARI«£TON  (aid  a  few  words  on  the  general  abufc 
of  frankif^. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved,  «  That  the  aft  rela- 
tive to  the  reitraints  laid  on  clerks  in  public  offices  in  franking,  be 
read,"  which  being  done,  a  converfation  of  conliderable  length  took 
place,  in  which  Mr.  York,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  W.Smith,  Mr.  Grey,  General  Smith,  Mr. 
Thornton,  Mr.  Huffey,  and  Mr.  Robinfon,  took  part ;  after 
which  Mr.  Porter  agreed  to  withdraw  the  claufe,  underOanding  that 
Mr.  Dent  was  to  make  a  motion  upon  thefubjedt  immediately. 

The  claufes  being  all  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Friday,   if  then  engroflfed, 

Mr.  DENT  then  rofe  to  move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
the  abufes  of  the  privilege  of  franking  in  the  public  offices.     He 
ftated,  that  the  produce  of  the  Pod  Office  was  about  627,0001.  a 
rear,  and  after  deducing  all  chai^,  the  net  produce  amounted  to 
{90,0001.  a  year.     He  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  fome  of  the 
;bufes  of  clerks  in  office,  and  to  •fliew  how  they  afFedled  the  re- 
venue of  the  Poft  Office.     He  faid,  that  by  thefe  means  various 
pmphlets  were  carried  all  over  the  kingdom,  free  of  poAage ;  among 
flhers,  Mr.  Lackington's  catalogue  of  books.     He  faid,  tliat  hares 
aid  haunches  of  venifon  had  been  carried  in  this  manner.     Thcfc 
tbigs  he  did  not  wi(h  to  rc(l  upon  his  aflertion,  for  he  was  ready 
toprove  them  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe^  whenever  he  (hould  be 
caled  upon  to  do  fo.     Such  abufes,  he  maintained,  ought  to  be 
dor  away  as  fpeedily  as  poflible.     He  concluded  with  moving, 
*'  '^hat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  feveral  frauds 
and  abufes,  in  relation  to   the  fending  or  receiving  letters  free  of 
poft:(e,  by  clerks  in  public  offices  entitled  to  frank  letters,  that  they 
do  eamine  the  fame,  and  fiate  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
Hout" 

M.  LONG  thought  that  this  inquiry  was  unneceffiiry,  and  that 
if  it  ws  gone  into,  it  Mi'ould  not  remedy  the  evil.  He  had  heard 
of  abute  in  many  of  the  offices ;  he  inquired,  and  found  that  many 
elided,  but  he  found  alfo  that  thefe  abufes  had  been  greatly  exag- 
gerated. With  regard  to  haunches  of  venifon,  he  apprehended 
that  theionourabie  gentleman  mifconceiyed  the  matter.     If  any 
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Mng^ofthst  fort  had  been  c^Yrlttrfmm  die  Pod  Office,  the  Public 

•  ^Pftis  not  defrauded  by  it,  although  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  fa6l  bein^; 
-as  jthe  honaursft)lc.geAtletnan  related^  for  he  had  heard- of  a  turtle 

being  fent  in  the  fame  i^y.  Bot  the  h€t  was  this  :  by  the  con. 
trad  of  rfie  Poft  Office,  on  mail  coaches^  thefe  things  i^ere  carried 
as  parcels  under  the  fzntt  right  as-  that  by  which  paflfengers  were 

•  carried  by  the  mail ;  and  therefore  this  was  no  fraud  upon  the  re- 
venue.    N0W9  with  regard  to  this  Committee  being  unneoeflary, 

-he  muft  obferve/that  already  many  vegulatioos  had  been  adopted 
in  thetboiuceSy  and  many  others  wc]^  about  to  be  adopted,  and 
.  would  he  carried  into  eflPeft  as  fpeedily  as  poflible.     Another  rca- 
.ibn  why  he  (hould  vote  againft  gCMng  into'this  Committee  was  this : 
he  was  convinced,  that  from:  the  manner  the  accounts  were  kept 
df  thefe  franks,  they  could  not  be  brought  before  the  Committee. 
■Taking  the  whole  nf  the  matter  together,  he  faw  no  good  that 
would  refuk  from  the  pmpofed  inquiry,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
would  be  b^tteTi  to-  leave  the  matter  to  the  operation  of  the  regula- 
tions which  had  already  been,  and  others   that  are  about  to  b^, 
adopted.     If,  after  a  i^r  trial,  they  fhould  be  found  iricifi^dual 
dien  ibme  other  remedy  mig^t  be  propofed. 

14r.  COURTENAY  faid;  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  cliirf 
fcafon  for  bringing  this  n)otion  forward  was,  its  being  denied  that 
any  abufe  exifted  in  thefe  offices.  Now  that  thefe  abufes  were  ai- 
micted  to  exift,  and  that-^t  was*  faid  they  were  to  be  corrected,  h:, 
di  that  account,  was  rather  inclined  to  agree  with  gentlemen  ilt 
the  oiher  fide,,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  fenfe  of  the  HOdle'wodd 
not  be  taken  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  he  fhould  fupport  the  motion^  onthe" 
ground  that  the  honourable  gpntleman  who  made  it,  had  picked 
bimfelf  to  prove  thcabi'Jis  which  he  dated  ;  ahufcs  which,'md«d, 
feemed,  to  a  certain  extent,  now  to  be  acknowledged.  Minlters 
'Ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  Houfc  for  Aimulatiog  thM^fbrW^  in 
tills  bufincfsy  for  they  feemed  to^ant  a  Aimulus. 

Mr.  WILMOT  thought  it  was^  nece(Eiry  to  go  into  a)iri<», 
which  were  acknowledged  to  exift,  becaufe  the  qucftion  oug^  only 
tb  htoPi  the  mode  of  a4opdng  a  remedy ;  one  rem^  was  n^  try- 
ing ;  if  that  failed,  anodier  might  be  tried  hereafter. 

Captain  BERKELEY  did  not  pretend  to  know  any  thirt  of  any 
of  the  offices,  except  the  Ordnanoe  ;  he  maintainedi  howeer,  that 
there  was  no  abufe  as  to  franking  in  that  office  ;  if  thenwas,  he 
fhould  be  exccflivcly  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentlemanibr  ilating 
it  to  htm. 
.    Mr.  DENT  admitted  he  knew  of  no  abufes  in  theOrdnancCj 
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bot  IB  others  there  were  abulcsto  an  enonnous  extent, '  and  parti- 
culaily  in  the  Cudoms. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wiflied  the  tnotion  to  be  withdrawn,  bccaufe 
he  thoq^t  the  notoriety  of  the  abufes  alluded  to,  fuperfeded  the 
ncceffity  of  inquiring  into  their  exiftence.  The  beft  thing  tfaaf 
cxxild  be  done,  was  to  apply  a  remedy  as  foon  as  poffible  ^  befides, 
ilycrc  vai^t  be  feme  difficulty  in  proving  the  abufes,  although  di^ 
weic  notorious,  bccaufe  when  the  Houfe  came  to  examine  evidence^ 
they  mi^  fubje^t  themfelves  to  certain  formal  rules  ;  and  many 
gcntleinen  who  had  already  fumifhcd  this  information  privately  t9 
Members,  could  not  be  called  upon  to  give  their  teAimony  in  pid>Uc 
without  a  breach  of  faith. 

Mr.  L  H.  BROWNE  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  PORTER  was  for  goin^  into  a  Committee. 

The  Houfe  divided  ; 

For  the  motion,  53  ;    Againft  it,  41. 

Strangers  were  then  excluded  for  a  confidcrablc  time,  dqiing 
which  we  underhand  that  the  Sunday  bill  was  brought  on,  and  dif^ 
pofed  of  in  the  following  manner : 

On  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  the  queftioo 
was  put,  *^  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair*"  The  Uoofe 
divided. 

For  the  motion,  37  ;  Againft  it,  5  a. 

'*  That  this  bill  be  committed  on  Frid^jife'nnight."  An  amend- 
ment was  moved.  That  inftead  of  "  Friday  fe'naight,"  the  wo«te 
"  This  day  fix  months*'  be  fubftituted.     The  Houfe  divided. 
For  the  amendment,  44;  Agninft  it,  43. 

The  hill  was  loit  by  one  voice,  and  cannot  be  brought  in  d^^q^ 
the  lemainder  of  the  prefent  fcflion. 

Tue/day,  iJ^h  ApriL 

Mr.  Th4mAS  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  if  the  fut>jca  ta 
which  he  now  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  as  new  afi 
it  was  important,  he  ihould  feel  confiderable  apprehenncn  in  briq^ 
ing  it  forward.  It  was  not,  however,  his  intention  to  piopcffe^anf 
new  principles  with  rdpedt  to  the  mode  of  deciding  in  queftions  qf 
contiovcrted  eledions,  but  <mly  to  fugged  fame  regulations  in  order 
to  follow  up  more  ihri^ly,  accurately,  and  ufefully  the  pn>vifions  of 
&e  nA  already  fubliftii^  ibr  that  purpofe.  The  principle  of  that 
td  was  acfcDowledgfcd  to  be  good ;  it  had  already  refcu<;d  the  Houfe 
ftomthat  melandioly  and  diigraceful  ftate  %ith  refpc<St  to  difputexl 
elcdions,  in  which  it  had  before  been  placed,  and  it  dow  only  fc- 
saiiicd  to  remedy  one  or  two  iiKonvcnicnccs  of  a  praftical  nature. 
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The  principal  inconvenience  which  had  bccn^felt,  had  arifen  fiom 
the  want  of  attendance  of  Members  on  the  days  appointed  to  ballot 
for  Committees.     Many  modes  had  been  fu^efted  to  obviate  this 
evil.    It  had  occurred  to  feveral  perfons,  as  well  as  to  himfelf,  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  proper  to  fet  afide  five  or  fix  weeks  at  die  be- 
ginning of  the  fcflion,  in  order  to  try  qucftions  of  controverted 
elections.      It  was  certainly  a  moft  important  duty  to  afcertain^   in 
the  firft  inftance,.  thofc  who  had  really  a  right  to  fit  in  Parliament. 
But  the  obje(^ion  to  this  mode  was,  that  there  might  occur  dutie5 
of  a  nature  paranwunt  to  that  of  deciding  with  rcfpeS  to  contro- 
verted cle6fion,  and  that  the  appropriation  of  five  or  fix  weeks  fi>r 
the  purpofe,  might,  in  fome  inflances,  interfere  with  the  difpatch 
of  public  bufinefs  of  the  moft  urgent  and  preffing  defcription.     He 
was  at  the  fame  time  defirousy  ifpofliblci  to  avoid  bringing  forward 
any  new  mode  of  procuring,  by  compulfion,  a  fufficient  attendance 
of  Members.     The  Houfe  had  already  ample  powers  for  that  ob- 
jcft,  and  it  was  only  his  wi(h  by  the  bill  which  he  (hould  brii^  for- 
ward, that  they  (hould  be  reftorcd  to  the  full  exercife  of  thofe  func- 
tions, and  that  the  authority  which  had  been  fufpended  in  die  i  oth 
tof  the  reign  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  (hould  again  be  revived.      But 
while  he  (ecured  the  advantage  of  that  authority,  it  waa  alfo  his  wi(h 
to  afford  fome  relief  to  the  Members  by  the  mode  which  he  (hould 
adopt  in  forming  the  eleflion  Committees.     In  dimini(hing  the 
numbers,  however,  he  would  by  no  means  have  it  underftood  as  if 
he  intended  to  relax  the  duty.     The  diminution  of  numbers  which 
he  would  fugged  was,  that  inftead  of  an  hundred  Members  being 
required  to  attend,  fixty  might  be  fufficient ;  that  infiead  of  forty- 
nine,  only  twcnty-feven  might  be  drawn,  and  infiead  of  fifteen, 
only  eleven  appointed  as  a   Committee,    including  the  nominees. 
This  calculation  would  be  found  to  be  very  nearly  in  the  proportion 
of  the  former  numbers.     There  were  fome  other  regulations  which 
he  fhould  propofe,  namely,  where  out  of  fixty  Members  Acy  (hould 
not  be  able  to  make  a  Committee,  that  thofc  who  had  been  cxcufcd 
in  confequence  of  age  or  fervice,    (hould  be  obliged  to  take  their 
turn  in  the  order  in  which  they  had  been  drawn  in  the  ballot,  and 
that  a  peremptory  excufe  (hould  not  be  admitted,  except  as  in  the 
cafe  of  a  Jury  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  Member  had  attained  die  age 
of  70.     There  were  fome  other  regulations  with  rcfpeft  to  the  re- 
newal of  petitions,  &c.  which  would  more  properly  come  to  be  dif- 
culTcd  in  the  Committee.     He  had  mentioned  onlv  a  few  of  the 
outlines  of  his  intended  bill,  and  if  leave  (hould  be  given  to  bring 
it  in^  he  (hould  move  that  it  might  be  read  a  firft  time  to-day,  ia 
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order  that  it  mi^t  be  printed,  and  a  fubfequcnt  day  appointed  for 
its  confideration. 

Mr.  BAKER  objeded  toany  diminution  of  the  Members  bytfie 
bill  propofed  to  be  brought  in ;  he  (hould  rather  wi(h  that  a  claufe 
might  be  inlroduced  requiring  them  to  be  incrcafed.  He  fuggefted, 
that  on  every  day  appointed  to  ballot  for  an  Election  Committee^ 
there  ought  to  take  place  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  was  alfo  of  opinion  that  the  numbers  ought  not  to  be 
diminiihed.  He  fuggefted  that  on  the  days  appointed  to  ballot  for 
an  Eledion  Committee,  tliere  might  be  a  ftanding  order  to  call 
over  the  Houfe ;  and  that  when  an  attendance  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred was  fecured,  they  might  proceed  to  appoint  more  Committees 
than  one  on  the  fame  day.  Thus  the  Houfe  would  be  faved  from 
the  awkward  predicament  of  being  obliged,  as  in  the  prefent  Psurlia- 
incnt,  to  appoint  Committees  at  the  end  of  the  third  fcfCon,  in  or- 
der to  try  the  right  of  gentlemen  to  fit  there  as  Members.  On  days 
appointed  for  tranfafting  public  bufinefs  they  might  choofe  at  leaft 
one  Committee,  and  on  ordinary  days  they  might  proceed  without 
delay  or  interruption  to  their  firft  duty  of  corredtly  afcertaining  thofe 
who  were  qualified  to  fit  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  RYDER  obje<fled  to  ftrohg  meafurcs  being  adopted,  in  or- 
der to  compel  the  attendance  of  Members,  as  it  might  prevent  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  pirticular  fituations,  fuch  as  lawyers,  merchants, 
and  perfons  in  ofEce,  from  taking  feats  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  if  gentlemen  thought  proper 
to  accept  of  feats  in  the  Houfe,  they  ought  to  be  prepared' to  dif- 
charge  their  duties ;  every  man  was  equally  bound  to  attend  to  (he 
bulincfs  of  the  public,  and  there  ought  to  be  no  diftintSlion. 

After  fome  remarks  from  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  and  Mr.  Syl- 
vcftcr  Douglas^  and  a  few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  T.  Grenville, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Lord  PARKER  fignificd  to  the  Houfe,  His  Majefty's  plcafure  to 
receive  their  addrefs  of  congratulation,  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  purfuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
on  a  former  occafion,  he  rofe  to  make  a  motion  to  which  he  conceiv- 
ed that  there  could  not  be  the  fmalleft  oppofition.  He  mud  own, 
indeed,  he  was  rather  furpiifed  to  underdand  that  there  was  fome 
difficulty  entertained  with  refpeft  to  the  propofition  which  he  meant 
to  bring  forward,  as  nor  being  fan<9ioned  by  any  precedent.  He 
ihould  have  thought  that  it  would  only  have  been  neceifary  to  leave 
the  decifion  to  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe.  They  could  not,  within 
the  fpace  of  three  ihort  months^  have  forgotten  the  diftinguifhed 
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merits*  and  gallant  fcrviccs  of  the  brave  officer;  to  Whofe  raemory 
he  now  propofed  to  erecl  a  monument.  Here  General  Smith  en- 
tered into  a  recital  of  the  condud  of  Captain  Faulknor  on  diffident 
occafions,  particularly  the  aSion  in  which  he  loft  his  life.  Manj 
for  exertions  lefs  meritorious  had  received  the  greatcA  reward^,  and 
been  elevated  to  the  highefi  honours.  He  quoted  the  inftanoe  of 
the  liberal  provifion  which  had  been  made  for  the  numeibus  family 
of  Captain  Farmer.  He  concluded  widi  moving,  "  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that  His  Majefiy  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dircif^ions  that  a  monument  (hould  be  ered- 
cd  in  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter's,.  Weftminfter,  to  theme-, 
mory  of  Captain  Faulknor,.  &c. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  was  anxious  to  fecond  this  motion, 
not  becaufe  l>e  feared  it  would  want  the  fupport  of  perfons  of  greater 
influence  than  himfelf,   but  becaufe,  from  information  which  he 
had  received  from  a  particular  channel,  he  was  enabled  to  add  feme 
circumflances  to  the  teftimony  which  had  juft  been  borne  to  the 
merits  of  the  gallant  officer  who  was  the  objed  of  the  motion.     If, 
indeed,  as  th^  General  had  fuggeiled,  there  was  fome  difficulty  en- 
tertained on  the  prefcnt  occalion,    with  refpedfc  to  precedent,  this 
was  a  cafe,  in  which,   of  all  others,  precedent  mi^t  be  dKpenTed 
with.     A  tribute  of  national  refpe£t  and  gratitude  was  due  to  Cap« 
tain  Faulknor,  not  merely  for  his  behaviour  in  the  aiSlion  in  which 
he  fell,  but  for  a  long  £:ries  of  gallant  fervices  in  the  courfe  of  a 
life,  which,  though  (hort  indeed  with  rcfped  to  time,  was  not  lefs 
illuftriousfrom  the  number  and  brilliancy  of  his  achievements.     He 
was  a  man,  the  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  in  an  expe- 
dition which,  he  might  take  upon  him  to  fay,  was  diitinguiihcd  by 
military  enterprize  and  condu<Sl,  had  lignalized  himfelf  beyond  hfs 
peers«     Mr»  Grey  here  entered  into  a  recital  of  the  particuUrs  of 
his  cotKludt  on  diffi:rcnt  occafions*     He  trufted,  that  on  this  motion 
to  ere£l  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  an  officer,  ,who  after  having 
rendered  the  moil  eminent  ferviees  to  Us  country,  had  fallen  covoed 
with  glory,  that  there  would  not  be  one  diifentient  voice,  but  that 
all  would  chearfully  concur  in  paying  a  tribute  not  lefs  honourable 
to  him,  whofe  merits  it  was  intended  to  commemorate,    than  it 
would  be  fcrviceable  to  the  nation,  by  infpiring  in  others  an  emu* 
lation  of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  felt  himfelf  placed  in  an  wfXci^ 
fant  (ituation,  in  being  obliged  to  oppofe  the  motion — ^the  more  fo, 
from  the  ardour  with  which  it  had  been  brought  fbry^ard  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  and  which  might  give  to  his  oppofition  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  dii&rence  iii  opinicn^  or  in  feeling.     No  man, 
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fcjwcvcr,  was  more  ready  than  himfclf  to  allow,  that  no  aflions 
could  have  been  more  brilliant,  and  no  life  more  illuftrlous,  than 
thofe  of  Captain  Faulknor.  He  was  not,  however,  from  ai^ 
thing  that  had  been  (aid,  relieved  from  the  difHculy  with  refpeft  to 
creding  a  mcmumcnt  to  his  memoiy.  What  had  been  the  rule 
obferved  in  the  cafe  of  other  meritorious  officers  ?  It  was  neceilary 
cither  to  look  to  the  principle  that  had  been  followed  in  former  in* 
ftances,  or  to  adopt  fonic  new  rule  of  action.  The  rule  hitherto 
nufting  in  ufage  was  in  oppofition  to  the  motion  now  propofed,  and 
forbade  them  to  give  way  to  their  feelings  on  the  prcfent  occaiiop. 
Wh2iC>  he  afked,  had  formerly  been  the  cafe,  with  refpedt  to  Cap- 
tain Gardener,  and  more  recently  with  refped  to  Captain  Courte- 
nay,  who  had  both  fallen  glorioufly  in  tfaefervice  of  their  country.? 
Neither  of  thefe  officers  had  any  public  monument  ereSed  to  their 
memory.  The.rule  had  been  only  to  creft  monuments  to  thofe  of- 
ficers who  fell  in  great  and  general  acSHons,,  though  the  merit  of 
thofe  who  pcrilhed  in  fcparate  afiions  might  be  equally,  and  per- 
haps, even  more  diftinguKhed.  Honours  muft  go  either  by  rules, 
or  by  difcretion.  If  the  principle  was  to  be  extended,  why  (hould 
not  lieutenants  and  midfhipmcn,  who  fignallxed  themfelves,  come 
in  for  a  (hare  of  the  fame  diftindlions  ?  What  he  then  objefied  to 
in  the  prefent  infbince  was,  tliat  the  claims  of  individuals  (hould  be 
brcHight  forward  in  that  Houfe  for  feparate  difcu(non.  It  was  n^t 
true  with  rcfpe(St  to  all  other  good,  that  It  became  improved  in  de- 
gree in  proportion  as  it  was  more  extenfively  communicated.  He 
rqgretted  the  ab(ence  of  his  right  honourable  friend  the  Secretary  of 
Stite,  who  was  better  acquainted  with  the  rules  and  principles  upon 
which  fuch  motions  were  brought  forward.  He  had  given  his  opi- 
nion, and  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  motion  in  the  moft  refpcdtful 
ynfy  (hould  move  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  (hould  have  thought  it  wife,  rcafonablc, 
2nd  juil,  to  have  at  once  a(rented  to  a  motion  founded  on  the  ground 
of  cactraordinary  merit.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had, 
however,  thought  proper  to  anfwer  it  by  a  long  ftory  of  a  rule  which 
no  where  appeared.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  vhad  laid 
down  a  very  true  principle,  that  honours  did  not  become  more  va- 
luable In  proportion  as  they  were  lavUhly  bellowed,  and  he  wifhed 
it  had  been  more  attended  to  in  the  diftribution  of  the  votes,  of 
thanks  of  laft  feOion.  But  would  the  honour  pf  any  of  the  BritKh 
heroes  be  tami(hed  by  having  the  monument  of  Captain  Faulknor 
placed  next  to  theirs?  Would  not  the  catalogue  rather  receive  fre(h 
fplendor  from  the  addition  of  fo  illuftrious  a  name?  When  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  laid  (b  much  ftrcfs  on  precedents,    was  he 
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afraid  diat  the  precedents  for  conferring  honours  on  fuch  fingular  and 
extraordinary  merit  might  become  too  numerous  ?  He  was  fure 
that  there  was  no  precedent  in  which  fuch  a  motion  as  the  prefent 
had  been  brought  forward  and  refufed  ;  and  he  truded  that  the 
Houfe  on  the  prefent  occafion  would  attend  to  the  diflatcs  of  their 
own  feelings  and  the  national  honour,  rather  than  the  authority  of 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  RYDER  defended  Mr.  Windham ;  but  expreffed  his  wife 
that  a  refolution  might  be  drawn  up,  ftating  the  reafon  why  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived,    that  there  might  be  no  room  to  fufped  diat 
'  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  Captain 
.  Faulknor. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  the  cfFufions  of  rcfpcd 
and  gratitude,  called  forth  by  extraordinary  exertions  in  the  fcrvicc 
of  the  country,  were  equally  creditable  to  the  parties,  and  to  them- 
felvcs.  Were  they  to  be  fettered  by  rules  and  by  precedents?  No, 
it  was  impoflible  to  reflrain  the  feelings  of  men.  He  remarked  the 
inconfiftency  of  thofe  who  fo  highly  extolled  the  merits  of  Captain 
Faulknor,  and  yet  refufed  the  motion,  and  blamed  the  niggardli- 
nefs  of  honours,  which  charaflerifcd  the  fyftem  of  this  country.  In 
the  fervice  fcniority  and  money  alone  led  the  way  to  promotion, 
and  that  Houfe  had  only  the  opportunity  which  they  ought  never  to 
let  flip,  in  an  inftance  fuch  as  the  prefent,  to  mark  their  feelings, 
with  refpcS  to  exalted  merit. 

After  fome  explanation,  Mr.  Windham  profeflfed  his  rcadincfs 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  if  fome  mode  could 
be  found  of  adjourning  the  original  motion,  in  order  to  fearch  for 
iprecedcnts. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  this  laft  prapofition. 
The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be 
now  read,  nnd  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  the  queftion  of  the  order 
of  the  day  being  now  difpofed  of,  he  Mould  move  that  the  debate  on 
the  original  motion  be  adjourned  for  a  few  days — which  being  fe- 
conded, 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  immediately  and  faid,  that  after  attending  to  all 
that  had  been  fpoken  of  rule  and  precedent,  he  muft  reprobate  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  the  motion  now  made ;  a  motion,  wWch  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  was  one  of  the  moft  Indecent,  irr^ilar,  and  dif- 
graceful,  that  could  have  been  made  in  that  Houfe.  He  wilhod  to 
afk  on  the  fubjcdt  of  rules  and  precedents,  by  what  rule  or  by  what 
precedent  they  were  to  cftimate  the  merits  of  officers  who  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  thcmfelves  in  an  extraordinary  manner  ^  how  could  finu? 
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lar  fervices  be  compared  F-'-and  how  could  rules  be  made  to  dire£t 
and  regulate  the  feelings  of  men  upon  fuch  a  fubjedt  ?  In  his  opinion 
it  was  impoflibley  and  he  hoped  he  would  hear  no  more  of  that  fort 
of  aigunaent.     A  fort  of  argument  which  he  would  venture  to  fay 
never  had  been  ufed  in  that  Houfe  before,  and  one  that  he  never 
thought  could  have  been  urged  ogainft  the  tnotbn  of  his  honourable 
firiend.     But  when  die  conduft  of  Captain  Faulknor  was  admitted 
and  known  to  them  all,  to  be  as  gallant,  heroic  and  mfcritorious,  as 
any  that  die  page  of  hifbry  could  boafl .  of,  it  mud  feem  rather  ex- 
traordinary that  upon  fo  extraordinary  an  occafion,  a  motion.ihould 
be  made  for  a  Committee  to  fdarch  for  precedents,  as  if  that  Com- 
mittee could  fearch  into  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  minds  of 
Ac  Public,  for  the  degree  of  honour  the  country  had  reaped  from 
the  conduct  of  a  brave  officer ;  the  degree  of  gratitude  which  his 
country  owed  him  for  his  fervices,  or  the  degree  of  warnjith  with 
which  that  Houfe  ought  to  exprefs  their  feelings  on  fuch  a  cafe. 
The  initance  of  the  illuftrious  Lord  Chatham  might  very  properly  be 
brought  forward  in  the  prefent  occafion.     Did  it  enter  the  head  qf 
any  man  at  that  time  to  talk  of  rules  and  precedents  for  granting 
rewards  and  honours  fo  juftly  merited  ?  Certainly  not,  and  the  cafe 
was  fomewhat  iimilar  even  upon  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
gendeman  who  wi(hed  to  fearch  for  precedents,  for  though  there  had 
been  many  able  and  good  Minifters,  whofe  fervices  had  pafled  un- 
noticed by  monuments,  yet  that  fort  of  negative  rule  was  not  even 
flaited,  nor  did  he  believe  there  was  a  man  at  the  time  that  could 
have  thought  of  it.     As  to  getting  rid  of  the  original  motion,  he 
was  extremely  forry  that  any  fuch  idea  had  ever  been  entertained  ; 
but  of  all  modes  that  could  have  been  adopted,  that  of  appointing  a 
Committee  to  fearch  for  precedents,  was  the  moft  unwonhy,  and, 
he  muft  add,  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe,  that  could  have  been  fug- 
gefted.     This  Committee  were  to  tell  them,  he  fuppofed,  what 
thcjr  feelings  ought  to  be  with  rcfpeft  to  the  merits  of  brave  men, 
and  what  feelings  were  necefTary  to  conliitute  a  wifti  to  exprefs  a 
feafc  of  gratitude,  either  by  honours  or  rewards,  for  fervices  per- 
formed to  the  Public  ;  to  decide  upon  the  original  motion,  was  the 
only  way  to  do  juQice  to  fuch  a  cafe.     And  if  they  did  not,  and 
Went  into  tHis  Committee  of  Inquiry,  he  wifhed  to  kno>y  how  the 
rcfult  would  affeft  tjie  Houfe.     If  upon  this  fearch  no  precedent  is 
found,  which  might  be  very  likely,  what  would  they  do  then  ? 
Perhaps  they  thought  they  enhanced  the  value  of  this  tribute  of  re- 
fpcft,  by  confidcring  the  cafe  after  inquiry,  as  one  upon  which  only 
fuch  a  teftimony  of  nationargratitude  ought  to  be  beftowed.    Agnin, 
upon  the  much-argued  point  of  rule  and  precedent,  he  would  fay 
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once  for  all,  that  he  knew  of  no  fuch  rule  3s  had  been  alluded  ta» 
and  he  even  denied  that  any  fuch  exifted.  If  it  did,  it  never  had 
been  ftatcd.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord  Chatham,  the  Hotrfe  had,  much 
to  their  credit,  in  his  opinion,  gone  greatly  farther  Aan  voting  a 
monument  to  his  memory ;  they  amply  and  liberally  provided  for 
his  family,  and  fmall  as  the  Ihare  he  had  in  that  tranfadion,  there 
was  no  vote  he  had  ever  given  that  afforded  him  more  fiitisfa6tion. 
What  was  the  condu6l  of  the  Houfe  uj>on  that  occafion  ?  dW  any 
body  think  of  fearching  for  precedents  ?  No ;  the  only  precedent 
mentioned  was  that  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but  in  his  cafe 
it  was  becaufe  he  had  been  a  fuccefsful  General,  and  by  his  vido- 
Ties  had  eflentlally  ferved  his  country ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
however,  did  not  look  to  this  as  a  rule  or  precedent,  but  confidering 
that  Lord  Chatham  had  likcwife  rendere<j  efTential  ferviccs  to  the 
State,  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  all  who  equally  promoted 
the  intcrefts  of  the  nation  were  equally  intttled  to  Ae  honours  and 
rewards  which  their  fervices  merited.  He  concluded  by  warmly 
exhorting  the  Houfe  to  fupport  the  original  motion,  and  to  rcfift  the 
adjournment,  for  the  purpofc  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  Inqtiin', 
as  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  charaftcr  of  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  highly  unpopular  and  difgraccful  in  the  eyes  of  die 
nation. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  that  gentlemen  could  find 
no  difficulty  in  combating  arguments  which  they  themfelves  created 
for  the  purpctfe  of  oppofing  thorn  ;  yet  nothing  that  had  been  faid 
could  alter  his  opinion,  that  however  meritorious  and  gallant  the 
conduft  of  Captain  Faulknor  had  been,  and  nobody  felt  more  than 
he  did  a  proper  fenfc  of  that  brave  officer's  merit,  yet  he  muft  con- 
tend and  infift  that  in  all  former  times  our  anceftors  had  been  guided 
by  feme  rule  and  precedent ;  the  queftion  therefore  was  not  now 
whether  that  was  a  good  or  a  bad  rule,  wliich  might  be  afterwards 
difcufifcd,  but  whether  it  would  not  be  wife  to  follow  the  line  chalked 
out  by  thofc  who  had  gtVnr  before  us.  Some  gentlemen  liad  dcfpilcd 
negative  rules,  but  he  really  thought  a  negative  rule  might  be  as 
ftrong  as  an  affirmative  rule.  He  recurred  to  the  many  infbmccs 
of  bravery  and  good  conduct  that  had  pafTed  unnoticed,  fuch  as  Cap- 
tain Courtenay's.— Why  had  that  eagemefs  to  pay  the  tributes  due 
to  their  valour  never  appeared  ?  The  words  of  this  motion  fccmcd 
to  indicate  that  the  gentlemen  themfelves  knew  that  fuch  motions 
were  not  common  in  fimilar  circumflanccs.  With  regard  to  the 
inflancc  of  Lord  Chatham,  it  ought, to  be  rehnembered  that  there 
were  few  or  no  inihnccs  of  ftatcfmen  being  rewarded  in  that  manner 
then,  and  that  inftunces  fimilar  to  Captain  Faulknor's,  of  good  and 
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gallant  Cdndud  ih  officers^  were  numcrousy  and  happened  d^ily  both 
ia  this  and  former  wars.  He  confidered  his  motion  as  not  onl^ 
pnidcnt  and  neceflarj,  but  as  proper  in  every  rcfpeel^  and  denied 
that  the  delaj  could  be  dffgraccful  to  the  Houfe  or  difhonourable  to 
the  roeniory  of  Captain  Faulkner,  whether  the  rcfult  of  the  inquiry 
turned  out  that  the  objed  of  the  motion  ought  to  be  granted  or  re- 
faicd. 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  had  never  been  a  fcrvile  obfcrvcr 
of  rules  or  precedents,  particularly  with  rcfpecl  to  the  condudi  of 
officers ;  it  had  always  been  his  wifh  that  their  conduct  (hould  be 
canvafTed  when  living,  and  honoured  When  dead.  It  did  not  belong 
to  their  character  to  court  obfctirity  ;  the  ir.orc  notorious  and  public' 
their  conduct  was  made,  the  more  it  would  be  to  their  honour  if 
right,  and  the  more  to  their  difgrace,  if  wrong ;  the  more  bcnefici- 
ally  would  it  operate  as  an- example  or  a  warning  to  others.  He 
fpoke  warmly  of  Captain  Faulknor's  merits,  and  in  fupport  of  the 
original  queftion.. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  made  an  liigh  eulogium  on  the 
merits  of  Captain  Faulknor,  but  thought  the  adjournment  of  the 
queftion  proper ;  becaufe  when  his  cafe  was  fully  inveftigated,  if  it 
was  found  thefcnfc  of  the  Houfe  was  to  agree  to  the  original  motion, 
it  would  rather  tend  to  enhance  tlian  diminifh  the  degree  of  refpcil 
paid  to  his  memory. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  was  quite  againft  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate ;  the  arguments  he  had  heard  refpecling  rules  and' 
precedents,  he  thought  were  too  bad  even  to  be  liftened  to  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  and  as  to  the  other  argument,  that  the  friends  of  thofc  who 
had  been  ncgle<5^cd,  would  have  a  right  to  complain  if  this  tribute 
was  paid  to  Cjiptain  Faulknor's  memory,  he  denied  it.  Howcvcf 
great  Aeir  fer\iccs  had  been,  could  thofe  martyrs  for  the  caufe of  their 
counliy  rife  from  their  graves  to  fee  this  motion  pafs,  he  was  ture 
their  g^ofts  would  fay,  "  Certainly,  eredl  a  monument  to  this  brave 
man's  memory  ;  though  it  is  true,  that  we  were  negledled,  yet  none 
of  us  would  wifli  that  he  (hould  be  fo  too."  This  was  the  militarf 
feeling,  ^nd  he  believed  the  fedihg  of  the  Houfe.  He  very  much 
difUked  the  idea  of  getting  rid  of  fuch  a  motion  as  the  honourable 
Gcnerars  by  a  (hew  of  good  words,  and  a  conduft  fb  diametrically 
cppofite  to  that  whidi  he  thought  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  and  the 
country  demanded. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  remarkingi 
tte  from  a  fpcech  of  a  learned  gentleman,  it  was  nceeiVary  thnt  art 
officer,  however  gallantly  he  had  behaved,  or  even  if  he  had  loft  his 
Jifc  in  battle,  muft  make  up  fomc  fort  of  title  deed  to  his  merit* 
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before  they  could  be  recognized  by  that  Houfe.     And  thus  it  was 
that  the  gentlemen  oppoftte  thought  it  nece^ary  to  check  the  glowir^ 
fpirit  of  that  Houfe ;  eager  to  pay  honour  to  the  memoxy  of  Captain 
Faulknor,  Tvhofe  condud^  was  loudly  praifed  frbm  all  fides,  as  if 
j>y  waiting  for  three  or  four  days,  it  might  be  found  that  Ibmebody 
elfe  had  z&ed  as  well,  and  not  been  noticed,  which  would  be  a  pre- 
cedent cither  for  rejcding  the  motion,  or  enhancing  its  value  by  the 
inquiry.    He  gave  his  righ^  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  full 
credit  for  his  manly  and  liberal  feelings,  and  believed,  that  if  he  had 
been  placed  in  the  fame  fituation  with  Captain  Faulknor,  there  was 
no  man  more  likely  tp  have  a(9:ed  as  he  did.  He  rather  felt  the  more 
for  h^s  honourable  friend,  who  confidered  it  as  a  duty  impofed  upon 
him  to  oppofe  the  motion.    He  regretted  this  for  tin'o  reafons ;  firft, 
the  honourable  gentleman  being  in  no  office  which  could  make  it  his 
duty,  and  fecondly,  the  abfence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  by 
the  way  he  believed  he  was  purpofely  abfent,  wifhing  to  expde  his 
honourable  friend  to  all  the  difficulty  and  odium  that  mud  attend 
even  an  official  oppoiition  to  fuch  a  meafure  in  a  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Commons.    He  adverted  to  the  difierence  between  Captain  .Courtc- 
my-'s  cafe  and  Captain  Faulknor's ;  the  firft  was  entirely  the  finglc 
^fe  of  an  individual,  the  other  was  placed  in  a  fituation  in  which 
'it  was  thought  not  individually  poflible  for  him  to  do  what  he  had 
done.    He  followed  hi»  honourable  friends  in  what  they  had  faid  of 
Lord  Chatham's  cafe,  negative  rules  not  being  thought  of  in  thofe 
days.     It  might  have  been  fai^  that  -Lord  Godolphin,  Lord  Som- 
mers,  and  others,  had  been  great  and  ufeful  ftatefmen,  and  had 
pafied  unnoticed  by  monuments  or  penfions,  but  no  fuch  aiguments 
were  ufed  at  that  time,  nor  ought  they  to  be  liftcned  toby  the  Houfe 
in  the  prefent  inftance. 

General  BRUCE  was  decidedly  for  the  purpofe  of  the  original 
motion,  and  would  have  voted  againft  the  order  of  the  day  ;  but  he 
could  not  fee  any  objedions  to  the  propofed  adjournment,  and  thought, 
as  the  Houfe  would  be  better  attended,  it  would  add  refpedt  to  tlie 
votQ^  they  gave. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  entered  into  a  warm  eulogium  on  the  jncritii, 
fcrvices,  and  general  character  of  his  much-lamented  and  intimate 
friend  Captain  Faulknor,  whom  he  had  long  known,  and  whofc 
lofs  this  country  would  long  have  to  regret.  He  was  decidedly  for 
the  original  motion  ;  the  pride  of  being  handed  down  to  poftcrity  for 
great  and  gallant  adtions,  was  one  of  the  chief  inducements  to  per- 
form them.  He  reckoned  it  the  glory  of  his  family  that  an  anccftor 
of  his  had  fallen  gloriouffy  in  an  adion  at  feai  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
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Anncy  and  thoi^  he  could  not  be  pofidvci  he  rather  thought  fhaf 
he  mi^t  ilate  as  a  precedent  that  a  monument  had  been  erected  to 
his  memory  by  Parliatnent. 

General  SMITH  acquitted  himfclf  of  taking  the  Houfe  by  fur-» 
prife ;  he  dated  that  an  honourable  gentleman  had  told  him  the  Se-> 
cietarr  of  State  would  not  be  in  the  Houfe ;  he  aiked  then  if  it  was 
uiflied  be  (hould  poftpone  his  motioni  and  was  told  nO|  thereforti 
it  was  unfair  to  make  any  fuch  charge  againft  him.  The  Houfd 
divided  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

Noes  29  ;  Ayes  25.     Majority  4. 

After  fome  converfation>  during  which  ftrangers  were  excludedf 
the  original  motion  was  put  and  carried* 

IFcimJday,   t$thJprih 

At  two  o'clock,  the  Speaker  came  down  in  order  to  tranfaft  the 
private  bufinefs,  afier  wtiich,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Membtrs^ 
he  proceeded  to  St.  James's,  to  prefcnt  to  His  Mjijefty  thfc  Addrefs  o^ 
Congratulation,  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princa 
ofWales. 

TIjur/day,   ihih  Aprii 

At /our  n'clock  thcte  being  only  twenty- four  Members  prefentj 
the  Speaker  adjourned.the  Houfe  till  to-morrow* 

Frldayy    1  Jth  April. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  on  Wcdnefday  he  had  waited  orl 
His  Majcfty,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Members,  with  the  Addrefs 
of  G>ngratulation  on  the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  to  which  His  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  return  the  following 
n»ft  gracious  anfwer : 

'*  /  receive  witk  the  rtnft  cardial  fati:faiiion  this  dutiful  andloyat 
Addrefs  as  a  frejh  proof  of  your  attachment  to  my  petfon  and  family^ 
offd  of  the  warm  interejl  you  take  in  whatever  concerns  my  d^meflU 

Uj.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  a  noble  Lord  had  fon:etime 
fines  mentioned  that  there  were  a  great  number. of  wounded  failorsy 
and  land  officers  confined  in  the  prifons  of  France  \  if  fuch  was  the 
M,  as  he  had  goodreaibn  to  believe,  fome  means  ought  certainly 
to  be  adopted  In  order  to  procure  thcirTcleafe,  and  if  no  other  mem-* 
kcr  who  was  better  qualified  thought  proper  to  take  up  the  fubjctSV, 
t«  (hould  avail  himfelf  of  an  opportunity  to  brUig  it  forward  at  aa 
•arly  period. 

Voi.XLL  C« 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  it  un- 
derftood  that  the  fubjedt  was  at  all  negle<fted. 

On  the  qucftion  being  put,  That  the  Franking  Bill  be  read  x 
third  time^  Mr.  Porter  propofed  to  bring  up  a  claufc  to  prevent  the 
abufes  of  franking  at  the  Public  Offices,  on  which  a  conveffation  of 
fome  length  took  place  ;  but  as  a  Committee  had  been  tippointed  to 
examine  into  the  fubjecft,  it  was  agreed  that  the  debate  on  theclaofe 
ihould  be  adjourned  till  Monday  ie'nnight. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfblve  itfcif  mto 
2  Committee  of  Supply.  The  accounts  of  the  diftribution  of  dif- 
ferent fums  for  the  fervice  of  die  year  I794>  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  took  notice  of  a  chaise  made  for  a  new 
Navy  Board.     He  a(kcd  whether  it  was  feparate  from  the  other  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  that  the  new  Navy  Board  was  appointed  for  the 
tranfport  fervice,  and  that  there  was  found  to  be  bufinefs  enough  for 
both'. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid  that  he  was  forry  to  obferve  thar 
tv*hile  the  expenccs  of  the  country  were  increafing,  the  patronage  of 
the  Crown  was  alfo  extended,  and  it  was  doubtful  to  him  whether 
the  country  would  long  be  able  to  fupport  this  accumulating  preffurc 
of  expence  and  patronage.  If  nothing  more  fatisfadoiy  was  faid 
on  the  fubjc^f^,  he  fhould  think  it  ncceflary  to  make  it  the  fubj63  of 
a  future  motion. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  that  three  Commiffioners  had  been  transferred 
front  the  one  Navy  Board  to  the  other.  ; 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid  that  th^'Public  derived  no  advantage 
from  this  diminution  of  Commiffioners  at  the  one  board,  if  the  whole 
arrangement  was  attended  with  an  additional  expence. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid  the  bulinefs  at  the  Tranfport  Board, 
had  from  experience  been  found  to  be  done  well  and  oeconomically. 
Mr.  FOX  faid  that  he  was  not  fattsfied  with  this  general  fort 
of  eul(?gium.  He  wiflied  to  knpw  whether  this  New  Board  was 
attended  with  an  additional  expence,  and  if  fo,  in  what  manner  it 
was  defrayed. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  ftated  that  the  Board  had  been  exifiing 
for  fome  time,  and  had  been  regularly  charged  among  the  other  ac- 
counts ;  the  expence  was  defrayed  by  the  different  departments,  with 
which  it  was  connected. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  wherever  any  increafe.  of  expcnec  was  found 
jnccelfary,  it  ought  always  to  be  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  clfe  an  increafe 
might  in  one  way  or  other,  take  place  in  the  Public  Expenditure 
to  an  wdimited  extent.     A  dcfultory  converdation  then  took  place, 
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after  which  die  cfifferent  refolutbns  were  voted,  and  the  Report  or- 
dered to  be  received  on  Monday. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  Scotch  Quota  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

General  MACLEOD,  after  adverting  to  the  thinnefs  of  the 
Houfe,  obfervcd  that  the  regulations  of  this  bill  operated  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  land  tax,  and  were  therefore  in  diredt  violation  df  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Union,  by  which  the  land  tax  for  Scotland  was  limited 
to  48,000!.  and  declared  to  be  for  ever  fixed  and  irrevocable.  Bc- 
(idcs,  the  bill  would  operate  differently  in  Scotland,  from  what  it 
did  in  England ;  by  the  bill  for  England,  the  burden  fell  on  all 
who  inhabited  houfcs  not  exempted  from  taxes,  in  Scotland  it  would 
fall  entirely  on  the  land-holders  ;  his  own  (hare  would  amount  to 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^  This  was  furely  a  partial  and 
opprcffive  regulation.  Not  Icfs  oppreffive  was  tlie  mode  by  which 
the  land  tax  was  raifed  in  Scotland  ;  any  perfon  who  (hould  refufe  to 
pay,  was  liable  to  have  foldiers  quartered  upon  him,  till  fuch  time 
as  he  Hiould  fubmit  to  the  demands  of  the  collcftors.  When  the 
land-tax  for  Scotland  was  fixed  at  48,0001.  it  was  in  the  proportion 
of  fijur  ihiilings  in  the  pound  for  England,  the  additional  expence 
of  34,6751.  to  which  the  land-holders  would  be  fubjedted  by  the  re- 
gulations of  the  prefcnt  bill,  brought  it  up  to  no  lefs  than  a  fum  of 
feven  (hillings  in  the  pound  for  Scotland.  Such  a  grofs  infringe- 
ment of  the  articles  of  Union  on  the  part  of  Minifters,  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  afford  an  encouraging  example  to  the  other 
country,  (Ireland)  with  which  they  were  faid  at  prefcnt  to  meditate 
a  fimilar  union.  He  concluded  with  moving  that  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  (hould  be  put  off  till  this  day  fe'nnight,  in  order  to  afford 
time  to  contrive  fome  more  equitable  mode  of  carrying  its  regulations 
into  cffcit. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  FOR  SCOTLAND  l^iid,  that 
thclc  objedlions  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  h'lving  been  deferred  to 
(b  late  a  (lage,  and  fall  opportunity  having  been  already  afforded 
for  the  confideratlon  of  the  bill,  be  could  by  no  means  confent  to 
the  prc^fed  delay. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  he  had  intimated  his  objcdtions 
to  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  at  a  meeting  in  Scotland, 
but  had  been  neceifarily  prevented  from  attending  the  Houfe  during 
the  former  (tages  of  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  quedion,  that  the  third  reading  he  put 
off  till  this  day  fe'nnight. 

Ayes  6  ;  Noes  35. 

7bc  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  palfcd. 

Cc  a 
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Monday f  7,otb  April. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  rqx>rt  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply ;  this  gave  birth  to  a  converfation  betwixt  Mi.  HufTcy  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wi(hed  to  know  if  Mr.  Pitt  could  fatisfy  him 
with  refped  to  the  deficiency  of  land  and  malt,  the  loan  liTucs,  dif- 
count  and  application  of  the  difFerent  fums  to  the  public  fcrvice,  ac- 
cording to  the  Appropriation  act. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  wiftied  he  could  gratify  the  ho- 
nourable Member  In  thofe  particulars  ;  the  accounts  had  been  made 
made  up  as  ufual,  and  with  a$  much  accuracy  as  poffiblc.  The 
land  and  malt  was  fuch  a  fluduating  revenue,  that  it  was  impof- 
iible  to  make  up  the  account  with  all  the  a^racy  that  might  he  de- 
fired.  With  refpcft  to  the  loan,  the  abundant  influx  of  ready 
money  enabled  the  fubfcrlbcrs  to,pay  in  the  fubfcription  much  earlier 
than  ufual,  by  which  they  were  entitled  to  the  difcount ;  in  future, 
he  thought  fome  limitation  to  the  mode  fhould  be  adopted  \  as  to  the 
iifues,  the  items  would  be  fo  minute,  that  it  would  render  the  ac- 
counts very  voluminous.  The  rrfolutions  were  then  put  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  «*  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc 
the  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt  for  the  year  1794."     Ordered. 

Mr.  Huffcy  alfo  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc 
the  different  payments  of  the  loan,  the  difcount  paid  on  each  indal- 
mcnt,  and  the  application  of  the  faid  payments."  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  fliould  not  oppoic  the  motion, 
but  thought  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  meet  it. . 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  as  he  had  already  troubled  the  Houfe,  he 
wi(hed  to  fay  a  few  words.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
brought  in  his  bill  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  on  tea,  it  was  un- 
derftood  that  the  tax  was  to  attach  on  that  article  on  the  next  falc 
after  the  introdu^ion  of  the  bill,  which  was  not  the  cafe,  by  which 
it  was  infinuated,  that  thofe  who  were  in  the  fecret,  availed  them- 
fclves  of  purchafing  large  quantities — thofe  wholcfalc  purchafcrs  laid 
the  tax  on  the  confumer,  by  which  the  Public  loft*30,oool. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  yt)t(?s  of  that  Houfe 
were  the  only  proper  medium  through  which  the  proceedings  of  that 
Houfe  were  conveyed  to  the  Public ;  and  that  it  was  well  known, 
that  a  tax  never  took  place,  till  the  bill  impofing  that  tax  received. 
the  Royal  affcnt,  unlefs  it  was  otherwife  exprcffed  in  the  votes. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrvcd,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
ihe  bill  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  on  ivine  \  that  bill  was  in-i 
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tended  to  operate  retmrpc£lively,   and  he  did  not  recoiled  that  it 
was  fo  ftatcd  in  the  votes. 

Mr.  HALHED  gave  notice,  that  on  an  early  day  he  (hould 
move  fir  a  copy  of  the  warrant  from  the  ofEce  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
State,  ttider  which  Mr.  Brothers  had  been  apprehended :  alfo  the 
cxaminaton  of  Mr.  Brothers  before  the  Privy  Council,  the  pro- 
ceedings ind  verdict  of  the  jury  in  his  cafe.  If  thofe  papers  (hould 
be  grantei,  he  fhould  then  move  for  a  Committee  to  examine  the 
faid  papcs,  and  to  report  how  far  the  apprchenfion  and  detention 
of  Mf.  Bithers  was  legal. 

Tuejdajy   2lji April 

Mr.  T.GRENVILLE  moved,  "  That  Mr.  Fox  be  one  of 
the  Manage  appointed  for  making  good  the  enlarges  in  the  impeach* 
ment  of  Wrren  Haftings,   Efq." 

Mr.  FOl  rofe  to  objed  to  this  motion.     He  (lated  that  he  was 
very  fcnfiWcif  the  honour  which  the  Houfe  intended  to  confer  on 
him,  but  thJhe  was  compelled,  in  juftice  tohimfelf,  in  this  ftagc 
of  the  bufincl   to  fay,  that  he  could  not  help  obferving  there  was 
fonething  vei extraordinary  and  particular  in  the  mode  of  pro- 
cccdir^  on  thirubjedV.     There  was  a  difference  in  the  mode  adopt* 
cd  in  tliis  cafcrom  that  of  any  other.     The  proceedings  in  the 
Lords  appcarc«o  hitn  very  Angular  in  the  progrefs  of  this  impeach- 
ment, and  he  t)uld  deem  himfelf  as  giving  caufe  of  offence  to  the 
Houfe,  if  he  tuld   omit  to  ftate  what   he  underftood  to  be  the 
mode  of  procee«jg  in  the  Lords.     He  would  not  pretend  to  ftate 
in  a  regular  m^icr  any  thing  relative  to  the   proceedings  of  that ' 
Houfe,  nor  wcrhere  are  any  means  of  forming  a  precife  judge- 
ment  on  the  buftfs,  except  by  infpcdling  the  journals  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.     Tht  Lordfhips,  he  was  given   to  undcrftand,  had 
caufed  certain  paj^  to  be  printed,  under  the  fan<flion  of  their  au-. 
ihority,  containin^ie  qucftions  intended  to  be  put  to  each  of  their 
Lordfhips.     It  Wnot  his  intention  to  difcufs  at  prefent  whether 
any  particular  proving- was  or  was  not  neccffary  on  this  cafe  ; 
bat  when-  thofe  cor-ncd  in  this  bufmefs  came  fenoufly  to  confidet 
thcfc  papers,  he  faiy  that  fomc  of  the  contents  would  cpnfidcrably 
furprife  them.     Tender  the  whole  as  intelligible  as  poffible,  fe- 
vcwl  parts  of  the  cJies  ought  to  be  taken  feparatcly,  particularly 
in  the  fourth  and  fil  articles,    and  thofe  who  had  paid  attention 
to  the  fixth,  would  4ic  peculiar  neceffity  of  its  being  divided  into 
different  heads.     Rating  the   fixth,  they   had    pot   ftated  the 
queftion  on  fome  poi^f  the  firft  confequenco  in  thafarticle,  thofe 
of  bonds  and  prcfcnt^As  to  the  fecond  and  third  articles,  their 
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proceeding  was  altogedier  difFerent.     They  had  dated  fee  char;fc^ 
on  the  Benares  and  the  Begums  in  the  lump,  and  thofc  confine  c! 
a  great  number  of  articles,  whether  well  grounded  or  not  it  was  n 
for  him  then  to  fay,  but  tlicy,  as  well  as  the  fourth  and  fixth  ar- 
ticles, confided  of  feveral  charges.     The  Benares  charjc,    in  par- 
ticular, was  divided  into  different  heads,  but   their  Laddiips  haJ 
put  them  into  a  lump  as  well  as  the  Begums,  and,  accfraing  to  trx 
manner  in  which  they  were  now  to  be  decided,    thei*  Lordttiij^ 
could  not  by  any  means  give  judgement  diftindlly.    On  die  7ch 
and  14th  articles,  which  it  had  been  his  lot  to  have  ac  honour  :o 
fbtc  to  their  Lordfiiips,  -it  did  not  appear  that  any  qcdion  was  to 
be  put  on  them,  except  in  the  way  of  a  fweep.      It  w«s  not  his  in- 
tention to  take  any  ftep  himfelf,  refpefting  the  infccHi^  of  the 
journals  of  the  Houfc  of  Lords  ;  but  he  could  not  aelp   brir^ir^ 
forward   the  fubjecS,  as  he  thought  thofe  proceeding  might  be  at- 
tended with  ferious  confequences  in  this  countiy.  He  therefore 
thought  it  his  duty  to  mention  to  the  Houfc  ttie  pjiicular  circum- 
ilances  under  which  the  Managers  were  obliged  t<enter  upon  tb»c 
fubjedl  at  prefent.     Their  Lord(hIps  had  procee^d,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  in  a  manner  totally  different  to  wh^ad  been  ad.>pt- 
cd  on  any  former  impeachment  that  ever  waS  fubitted  to  their  dc- 
cifion  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The  novelty f  the  procced:ng 
made  it  neceffar)'  for  him  to  ftate  it  to  the  Houf  and  a  qucftitjn 
might  arifc,  whether  it  might  not  be  deferving  attention  in  that 
Houfe,  or  whether  it  would  be  better  to  pafs  i^ver  without  any 

-  notice.  The  Houfc  of  Commons  was  the  git  guardian  of  the 
Britifh  conflitution.     One  of  its  higheft  diiti  confiflcd,  anx>ng 

,  other  things,  of  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  thpmcecdings  of  aJi 
Courts  of  Juftice  in  the  kingdom,  and  he  was  i>py  to  refiefl,  that 

'  €vcn  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ^^  by  no  means  pa- 
ramount to  that  conftitutional  funflion  of  the  oufe  of  Commons. 
He  fhould  not  himfelf  move  any  thing  upofthe  fubjcdJ,  but  in 
whatever  way  this  aflair  might  end*,  he  was^ud  to  fay  that  the 
Managers  had  always  been  feelingly  alive  <  the  di<Sates  of  their 
duty,  and  had  not  omitted  any  exertion  in  tlprofecution  of  it,  or 
in  the  defence  and  maintenance  of  what  appred  to  them  to  be  the 

tionour  of  that  Houfe. 

The  queftion  that  Mr.  Fox  be  a  Mansr,  was  tfien  put  and 
carried  ;  a5  alfo  the  motion  that  Mr.  Sheri«  and  other  Managers 
be  appointed,  and  that  the  ftanding  orders  cthe  Houfe  on  the  6th 
of  February,    1788,  be  obferved. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  ortf  of  the  day  for  the  fc- 
iond  reading  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  tt  cprps  of  artillery,  and 
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tor  rransfcrring  thofc  of  the  militia,  who  arc  feafaring  men,  to  the 
fuvv ;  which,  after  a  (hort  convcrfation  between  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor 
2rA  Colonel  Sloane,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREY  prcfentcd  a  petition,  (igned  by  the  Common  OfEcc 
of  the  Guilding  of  Dumfermline,  in  Scotland,  againft  the  wan 

He  thcrrmovcd,  that  this  petition  fhould  lie  on  the  table  with 
the  other  petitions,  -  which  he  was  of  opinion  called  for  the  imrqe- 
dbtc  attenti(xi  of  the  Houfe.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wll- 
bcrforce)  had  formerly  given  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  intended 
to  bring  forward  before  the  end  of  the  prefent  fefTion  ;  he  would^^ 
lie  faid,  much  rather  fee  the  fubjed  remain  in  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman's hands ;  but  if  he  did  not  take  it  up,  Mr-  Grey  thought 
it  neocflary  to  fay,  that  he  hi  mfdf  would  certainly  dofo.  The  pe- 
tition was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALHED  addreffed  the  Houfe  as  follows  5 — When  I  had 
the  honour  to  make  a  motion  in  die  Houfe,  this  day  three  weeks, 
relative  to  the  books  written  by  Mr.  Brothers,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
t:ut  the  a<£lual  ^tuation  of  the  author  was  out  of  my  mind  ;  very 
far  from  It.     I  had,  indeed,  on  that  day,  defigncd  to  bring  for- 
ward the  fubjedl  in  the  form  and  manner  in  which  I  now  prefent 
it  \  but  altered  my  plan,  in  confequence  of  advice  from  an  honour- 
able Member,  my  very  particular  friend,  and  whofe  opinion  has  al- 
ways great  weight  with  mc.     When  I  had  fo  deviated  from  my 
original  idea,   I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  told,  by  the  moft  re- 
i|K:*lable  and    moft  refpefted    authority   in   this    Houfe,  that  the 
nKifion  I  was  then  about  to  make,   was  exceedingly  objedlion- 
ible  in  point  of  matter.     In  this  Gtuation,  which  way  can  I  turn 
myfcif  ?    What  rule  fnall  I  adopt  for  my  condudl  ?    None,  none 
but  my  own  (enfe  of  duty.  A  confcientious  difchaige  of  thofe  func- 
tions which  the  Britifli  conftitution,  fo  juftly  venerated  by  all  of  us, 
bas  configned  to  that  branch  of  the  Lcgiilature  of  which  I  form  an 
unworthy  part,  muft  and  (hall  be  my  guide.      Independent  on  prin- 
ciple, and  attached  to  no  party,  I  will  not  flinch  from  the  tafk  im- 
p^cd  on  me  by  circumftances,  or  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  hand  of 
Providence,  but  I  will  certainly,  by  every  conciliatory  argument, 
and  in  the  very  fpirit  of  humility,  endeavour  to  divert  difapproba- 
tiynof  its  frown,  and  difarm  prejudice  of  its  feverity. 

Sir,  the  papers  which,  according  to  my  notice  of  yefterday,  I 
ftall  this  day  mm'e  to  be  laid  on  your  table,  are,  firft,  A  copy  of 
the  information,  whatever  it  may  be,  on  which  was  founded  the 
H-amnt  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  by 
which  Richard  Brothers  was  arretted  on  the  4th  of  laft  month,  en 
falpicion  of  trcafonablc  pra£liccs,  together  w  ith  a  a^py  of  tlic  faid 
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warrant,  idly,  His  examination  before  the  Privy  Couticil.  And 
3dly,  The  minute  of  the  whole  proceedings  held  at  the  King's 
Arms  Tavern,  Palace  Yard,  on  a  Writ  de  Lunatico  inquirendof  to- 
gether with  the  verdidof  the  jury  there  impannelled.  If  all,  or 
any  of  thefc  papers  are  granted,  on  thefe  1  mean  to  ground  a  mo- 
tion for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  take  the 
whijlc  matter  into  confideration,  arid  give  fuch  relief  thereon,  as  in 
Its  wifdom  it  (hall  deem  requifite  i  dnd  as  to-morrow  is  kn  open 
day,  I  hope  I  (hall  be  indulged  with  fo  favourable  an  opportunity 
for  iny  purpofe. 

When  I  refleft  on  the  fubjeft  of  my  motion  of  the  31  ft  March, 
I  own  I  am  both  furprifed  and  concerned  that  it  (hould  have  expe- 
rienced fo  little  attention.     For  it  muft  have  been  demonftrably  evi- 
dent that  I  could  have  no  private  or  perfonal  views  in  the  buiinefs, 
even  if  I  had  not  fo  pointedly  difclaimed  them  ;  and  that  the  difrc- 
gard,  diflike,  contempt,  and  abhorrence  with  vbich  I  have 'heard 
the  books  alluded  to,  occafionally  branded,  are  neidier  juft  norrea* 
fonable,  I  am  ftill  fo  ignorant  or  fo  obftinate  as  not  to  comprehend* 
But  when  I  confider  the  exceeding  variety  of  tempers,  difpofitions, 
charadlers,  and  purfuits  neceffarily  exifting  among  fo  many  different 
perfons,  that  I  (Iiould  not  have  found  one  gentleman  to  fecond  mt, 
is,  I  confefs,  a  fubjeS  of  much  aftoni(hmcnt.     Fcm:  when  a  topic, 
pregnant  with  religious  alluHons,,  and  profeffedly  (even  if  wc  fup- 
jpofe  it  miftaken)  founded  on  the  grand  bads  of  Chri(ltai\ity,  claim- 
ed nothing  more  than  a  deliberate  difcuiTion,  where  were  the  pw>mo- 
ters  of  the    Sunday  Reform  bill  t     When  the  caufe  of  a  fuffering 
and  perfccuted  individual  prefled  (though  obliquely,  and  by  infinoa- 
tion  only)  on  the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  where  were  the  meritorious 
defenders  of  Muir  and  Palmer  ?  When  dangers,  however  vifionaiy, 
were  announced  as  threatening  this  Parliament,  and  this  nation, 
where  were  the  inde&ti^blc  detedtors  of  the  affiliated  Democratic 
Societies  ?    When  imputed  infanity  was  offered  for  confideration, 
where  were  the  invincible  bulwarks  tliat  preferved  r^l  delirium 
from  an  intrufive  Regency  r    Alas !  alas  !  they  muft  all  have  been 
fick,  or  (Iceping,  or  peradvcntiire  on  a  journey.     When  the  fub- 
je<3  of  univcrfal  peace  was  offered  as  a   matter  of  calm  refie6tion, 
where  were  all  the  ftrenuous  and  able  oppofers  of  the^  prefeht  cala- 
mitous war  ? '  When  bolts  and  bars,  imprifonment  and  chains,  were 
pathetically  held  up  to  view  for  commiferation  and  relief,  men  were 
perfevcring  denunciators  of  the  African  flavc  trade ! 

Well,  Sir,  though  my  motion  of  that  day  did  thus  fufpriiingly 
fall  to  the  ground,  I  muft  implicitly  truft  it  did  not  wholly  fail  of 
ia  intended  cffedl.     Many  gentlemen,  I  am  convincedj  did  iea4 
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Mr.  Brothers's  books  during  the  interval  of  the  recefs,  and  fome  I 
knew  to  have  applied  for  and  received  them  from  the  author  him* 
fclf  prenoufly  to  that  period.  Wherefore,  tliough  by  my  former 
ill  fuccefs  I  am  precluded  from  direct  application  to  the  contents  of 
thofe  booksy  I  am  perfeftly  warrantable  in  alluding  to  them,  as  of 
public  notoriety :  and  indeed  few  compolitions,  iince  printing  was' 
fiiil  invented,  have  excited  more  general  attention.  Any  man  who 
confidcTS  my  former  nwtion,  muft  at  once  difcover  thnt  it  led  to 
thofe  which  I  prcfume  to  offer  this  day ;  and  I  (hould  have  thought 
myfelf  unpardonably  negligent  of  my  duty,  whether  as  a  legih«tor 
or  a  Chriftiao^  if  I  had  fuffered  the  bufinefs  to  evaporate  after 
once  taking  it  up,  without  at  Icaft  ftraining  every  ner%'e  to  procure 
fome  fubibintial  redrefs  for  the  perfon  who  is  known  to  have  been 
the  ultimate  object  of  my  exertions. 

Had  I  in  the  former  cafe  fucceeded,  it  would  have  been  very  na- 
tural. Sir,  that  I  fhould  beg  of  the  Houfe  at  large,  to  point  out  any 
paflages  in  the  books  I  have  mentioned,  from  whence  the  flightcft 
tendency  of  a  treafonable  intention  could  be  inferred,  t  myfelf 
know  of  none.  That  alone  which  had  been  hinted  to  me,  and 
whidi  I  had  any  reafon  to  fufpe£l  as  in  the  remoted  degree  liable  to 
fuch  an  imputation,  I  clearly  explained  upon  a  former  occalion. 
And  the  more  pointedly  to  evince  my  perfccl  conviftion  of  the  in- 
nocence l>f  thefc  books,  as  far  as  treafon  is  concerned,  I  here,  in  the 
face  of  the  Houfe,  adopt  the  whole  of  them  as  my  own.  I  fubfcribe 
to  evefy  aflertion  in  them  from  the  firft  to  the  laft  ;  I  make  myfelf  a 
confcious,  a  willing  accomplice  in  all  the  guilt  contained  in  them— • 
"  Haletis  confitanUm  recem"  and  I  defire  nothing  more  than  to  be 
pioceedcd  againft  legally  and  up  to  final  judgement  and  fentencd 
upon  thofe  grounds. 

If  now  there  be  treafon  lurking  in  thefe  publications,  I  am  come 
mitted  beyond  all  evafiofi,  and  gentlemen  know  what  to  think  o^ 
me :  but  I  am  firmly  convinced,  no  fuch  accufation  can  be  thoughf ' 
to  attach,  and  that  I  am  in  no  danger.  And  as,  I  truft,  that  hit 
therto,  and  up  to  the  very  inftant  of  thefe  j^fTclrtions,  I  have  eve- 
maintained  the  character  of  a  faithful  fubjedt,  and  true  to  my  oatr 
of  allcg^nce,  I  (hall,  for  the  prefent,  venture  to  afTume  it  as  h 
b&y  that  the  writings  in  queftion,  as  far  as  they  go,  are  not  treaa 
ibnable.  Their  author  then  muft  have  incurred  this  dreadful  impu- 
tation firom  fome  other  circumftance.  Is  it  ofFenlive,  is  it  indecen- 
is  it  unparliamentary,  to  inquire  of  what  nature  thefe  damning  clr- 
cumftanccs  may  bc^ — for  I  neither  know,  nor  have  heard,  not 
can  poflibly  conjcfture  any  one.  Laft  year,  when  various  perfons 
were  taken  up  by  a  iimilar  Interference  of  the  Executive  Powers 
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we  were  fairly  and  candidly  told  die  grounds  of  dieiir  arreft  ;-  die 
formation  of,  or  connection  with  popular  focieties,.  ibrmed  on  prin- 
ciples reiembnng  thofe  of  the  jacobin  clubs  in  France,  and  deemed 
to  be  equally  fubvcrfi  ve  of  all  regular  government,  west  Ac  often- 
(ibie  plea  of  their  imprifonment.  Here  is  a  ground  ta  (fattid  upon, 
^lerc  is  a  fail  held  up  to  the  warning  of  every  onei  To  be  Mem- 
ber of  a  club,  or  at  Icaft  of  a:  certain  dcfcription  of  a  club,  ibbjed^ 
a  man  to  the  fiifpicioaof  treafonoble  pmCtfces.  Was  Mr.  Brotbecs 
inAitutor  of  any  fuch  club  r  Was  lie  even  member  of  ai^  dub  at 
all  ?  I  anTwer,  authoritatively,  No.  Well',  but  k  may  be  faid^ 
if  a  number  of  perfons  be  collected  together,  even  without  the  form 
or  name  of  a  did),  treafon  may  ftill  be  dilfeminated  at  fuch  affem- 
bly.  If  the  names  of  Prefidcnt,  or  Chairman^  and  Secretary,  be 
committed  for  thofe  of  Miniller  and  Clerl^  the  mtfehief  may  be 
no  lefs  ferrous  and  no  lefs  apparent:  For  do  we  not  know,  that 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  himfelf  a  preacher,,  aiid  fubvertcd  the  Ctrv 
ititutional  Government  of  the  country  by  means  of  field  preachers? 
I  anfwer,  Mt.  Brothers  was  no  preacher.:  he  ncvcK  aflfembkd,  n<jr 
jthought'Of  alTcmbling  any  congregation  whatever ;  and  he  bad  nei- 
ther more  intention  nor  more  apjpeasance  of  eolleflthg  ah  alfembiy 
for  feditious  purpofes,  or  for  any  purpofc  whatever  fecyond  that  of 
general  converfation>  than  you,  Sir,  hare  at  your  levec^  or  the 
Freiident  of  the  Royal  Society  at  his  breakfads. 

Mr.  Brothers  was  generally  at  home  a  few  hours  mi  the  morrang. 
Inclination,  curiofity,  example,  occafionally  belief  in  his  prcdrc- 
rions,  induced  various  perfons  to  call  upon  him^  and  he  was  never 
denied  to  diem.  Members  of  Parliainenty  and  ladies  of  quality^ 
have  met  there  without  blulhiog,  and  widiout  offence.  Sometimes 
he  was  civilly  treated,  very  often  cavilled  at,  and  not  {eldom  abuf- 
cd ;  but  he  was  uniformly  calm,  obliging,  and  confiAent  with  sU^ 
In  this  part,  therefore,  of  his  condu<£t  I  am  totally  at  a  loTs  to  dif- 
cover  any  outlines  of  the  traitor  ;  and  if  others,  more  quickfi^ted 
than  myfclf,  have  feen  deeper  into  this  particular,  I  hope  it  will  be 
communicated  to  us  this  day  for  general  information.  Axguing, 
howTver,  from  my  own  perforiat  knowledge  of  bim,  as  ^  at  it 
goes,  I  affert,  with  no  lefs  boldnefs  of  his  way  of  living  th«a  of  his 
,booksy  that  no  treafon  whatever  can  be  detefled  in  either* 

It  follows,  that  if  there  be  no  treafon^  tl^re  mufV  be  mudi  ii>- 
ianity  about  him.  For  fomething,  undoubtedly,  we  muft  aSurnc 
asthecauicy  originally,  of  his  arreft,  and  hitherto  of  his  imprifoo- 
,mcnt.  By  what  tcft  ihall  we  try  him  on  this  head?  I  finccrcly 
hope  not  by  the  invefligation  at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern ;  for  if  the 
proceedings  whid^  I  mean  to  move  for,  are  fairly  brought  forward| 
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3S  tbi^efs  fhcy  ynll  be,  I  im  fure  l  (hall  prove. the 'CVl^enoe,  on 
that  head,  to  have  been  completely  infufHclent  and  nugi^tory. 

Now,   Sir,  if  the  books  I  formerly  moved  for  hy  at  prcfcnt 

upon  your  table,  I  would  dcfire  neither  more  nor  better  evidence 

than  dicy  contain,  to  evince,  to  the  fatisfa<Slion  of  ever)'  reafonablp 

man,  that  the  writer  has  not  tHc.ilightcft  tinflure  of  infanity  about 

him.     What  is   the  obje6l  profelTedly  propcffcd  by  thofe  books  i 

th  c  leftoration  of  peace.     iFrom  one  end  to  the  other,  in  every  page^ 

an'^  in  cveiy  fentence,  we  may  vifibiy  trace  this  one  grand  promi^ 

n  Tir  feature*     'Sometimes   it  Is  ui^ged  on  the  fcore  of  political  ad- 

^^mtagc,  fometimcs  on  principles  of  religious  duty :    here  it  is  re- 

-comnicnded  by  a  firilnng  picture' of  its  beneficial  confequcncesy 

there  contrafted  by  a  terrific  dtfplay  of  tne  calamities  of  war.     The 

audiTT  fhiits  his  asguments,  and  diverlifies  bis  reprefentations,  t0 

fuk  every  fj^ecies  of  undcrftanding,  and  acoomniQdate  himfelf  to  a\l 

the  various  clafles  of  his  readers  ;  and  is  tbis  madnefs  i    Is  ths^ 

verfatiiity  of  thought  and  fentiment,  which  in  all  other  writers  is 

deemed  one  of  the  firft  effentials  of  genius,  to  be  wantonly  and  un^ 

feelingly  mifconftrued,  as  the  wanderings  of  deranged  intellcft,  be- 

caufc  it  may  not  exa<31y  fuit  the  temper  of  the  tinKS  ?    Forbid  it, 

-every  principle  of  virtue  and  juftice  ;  forbid  It,  every  fpark  of  hur- 

flianity  and  philanthropy  !     In  proof  of  wHat  I  have  here  faintly  at- 

tcirptcd  to  defcribe  I  nright  appeal  to  a  thoufand  paffages  fcactcrc^ 

over  every  part  of  Mr.  Brothers  s  works  ;  but  I  will  produce  only 

"One;  It  is  in  the  41(1  page  of  the  fecond  book,  and  a  more  (Irlking 

example  of  found  abilities  and  corred  imagination,  ,  I  am  well  per- 

fuaded,  could  no  where  be  fclcfted  fcom  Demofthenes  or  Cicero^ 

or  any  other  of  the  beft  of  hum^n  authors,  ancient  qr  modern.  •   It 

is  a  comment  on  the  27th  vcrie  of  the  7th  chapter  of  Daniel. 

In  what  I  have  talcen  the  liberty  to  ftate  to  ihc  Houfe  on  the 
prcfcnt  occafion,  I  hope,  Sir,  .f  (hall  not  be  fo  widely  mifunder- 
fioody  as  if  I  endeavoured  to  ttirow*  an  odigm,  or  fet  up  an  accufa- 
tion  againft  any  of  the  Members  of  Adminiftratioa,  9r  any  ^dicr 
perffihs  of  rcfpedabiBty  whatever;  I  have  no.iWh  intenfioa.  |f 
fpics  and  informers,  bafely  (tabbing  a  man  s  fair  fame  in  the  dark, 
iave  raifled  the  candid  and  unfufpe^ing  minds  of  liberal  gentlemen^ 
let  us  umaafk  their  hjpota^ify^  a^id  xefcue  their  vi6lii^  from  ui}n>a- 
riccd  punifhment. 

If  medical  jjrretcndcrs,  by  reTialace  on  vifionary  theories,  or  with 
a  deep-laid  plot  of  fyftcmatic  villainy  have  confpired  to  cry  down^ 
mini's  inteUe(£t,  and  rob  him  pf  Heaven's  choicest  inheritance,  his 
finiey  of  underftanding,  let  us  cxpofe  their  ignorance  or  chaflife 
their  dcpravi^  by  effe^ual  interference.     All  I  wi(fa»  is,  to  profkiif* 
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tcdrcfs  for  an  undeferving  fuffcrcr  as  I  deem  him,  or  to  gain  fomc 
conviftion  of  the  juftice  of  his  fuflFerings.  And  that  this.  Sir,  is  not 
an  cafy  matter,  nor  a  matter  attainable  through  any  regular  official 
channel,  I  hope  to  make  fully  evident ;  nor  indeed  do  I  know  of 
any  channel,  but  that  of  the  inquifitorial  authority  of  this  Houfc, 
ty  which  the  relief  I  fpeak  of,  which  gentlemen  will  allow  muft 
neceffarily  be  prompt,  if  we  would  have  it  efficacious,  can  poflibly 
be  obtained.  The  perfon  in  queftion  is,  as  a  fufpc<9ed  traitor,  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State — as  a  lunatic  he  is  immediately 
under  the  Lord  Chancellor.  If  I  apply  to  Chancery,  I  rouft  cxpcd 
"to  be  told  he  is  a  State  prifoner,  under  warrant  from  Government 
•for  trcafonable  pradices.  If  I  refer  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  Of- 
fice, I  fliall  have  the  fame  anfwcr  as  given  to  another  friend  of  his, 
**  that  he  is  not  properly  under  that  department,  but  as  a  lunatic  is 
to  be/cnt  to  fome  hofpital,  where,  perhaps,  by  leave  of  the  Go- 
vernor, I  may  be  permitted  to  fee  him."  Between  thefe  two  noble 
perfonagcs,  while  I  am  bandied  about  as  a  Ihuttlccock,  Mr.  Bro- 
thers may  be  transferred  to  a  third  or  a  fourth  department  whither  all 
jny  induftry  may  be  exerted  in  vain  to.  trace  him.  All  I  require, 
therefore,  is  to  dilcover  with  precifion  whether  this  Mr.  Bnidiers 
be  a  traitor  or  a  lunatic.  He  may  poflibly  be  neither :  but  it  is 
morally  certain  he  cannot  be  both.  I  neither  wi(h  to  palUate  any 
crimes  he  may  have  committed,  nor  to  fcreen  him  from  any  merited 
puniftiment  of  the  law. 

A  few  words  more,  Sir,  and  I  am  done.  I  hayc  caufcd  to  be 
delivered  at  the  door,  a  printed  paper,  written,  I  confcfs^  partly  on 
another  fubjeft  than  perfonal  controverfy,  though  bearing  immedi- 
ately alfo  on  my  prefent  motion.  I  moft  finccrely  apologize  for  its 
intrufion,  and  I  hope  I  fhsdl  be  forgiven,  when  I  mention,  that  it 
is  done  prccifely  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  (hame  to  myfclf,  in  hav- 
ing there  inferted  a  propofition  which  is.  not  warranted  by  h&. 

As  far  as  that  aflcrtion  goes,  I  can  lay  nothing  in  my  ov^ti  de- 
fence. I  admit  it  to  be  falfe,  and  I  a(k  pardon  for  its  infcition. 
I  have  there  fald,  that  "  the  verdidl  of  Junacy  was  brought  In  at 
the  very  meeting  before  ever  the  perfon  to  be  decided  on  was  ex- 
amined at  all,"  and  I  now  know  that  his  examination  wa$  previous 
to  the  verdift — they  had  only  made  up  their  minds  to  it,  before 
they  faw  him.     I  cat  my  words.  . 

Now  with  refpcdt  to  the  documents  which  I  move  for,  they 
cannot,  I  think,  betray  any  fecrets  of  State.     For  if  there  exiftsa 
plot,  of  which  Government  wifhed  to  explore  the  different  ramifi- 
cations, betore  they  promulgate  their  information,  I  think  the  ver- 
'dift  of  lunacy  is  effei^ually  done  away,     A  confpiracy  headed  by  a 
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madman  can  be  no  vexy  tremendous  objed,  por  do  I  think  his  ac« 
compliijes  could  have  to  long  lain  hid,  when  thejr  chief  w^s  in  con- 
finement, and  if  this  fuppofed  confpiracy  lay  in  his  books,  why,  af- 
ter the  open  warning  I  gave  three  weeks  ago,  has  no  ftep  been  taken 
to  Impede  their  circulation  ? 

The  examination  before  the  Privy  Council  I  ahi  pretty  well  af- 
furedy  may  be  publifhed  without  any  danger.  All  was'  politencfs; 
candour  and  good  fenfcin  that  quarter:  and  though  curiofity  might 
he  gratified  by  the  publication,  no  new  article  would  fi:om  thence  be 
added  to  the  catalogue  of  treafon. 

Of  the  verdid  of  infanicy  I  have  little  to  fay.  The  jurymen 
themfelvcs  are  not  very  conQdent  in  their  accounts  of  it,  which  may 
a  little  palliate  the  error  I  have  acknowledged ;  but  if  their  pro* 
ceedings  be  granted  to  my  motion,  opinion  then  wilt  have  fom/pthing 
iblid  to  reft  on. 

I  now  conclude,  moft  earneftly  entreating  gentlemen  to  confidcr 
themfelves  as  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Bripfh  nation,  to  be  me« 
ritorioufly  employed  in  redreffing,  wher^  it  may  be  poflible,  the  ac- 
cidental opprcflions  of  any  on*;  Britifh  individual,  however  obfcure, 
and  I  hope  that  a  man  who  has  creditably  fcrved  his  King  and 
country  in  the  Royal  navy,  the  pride  and  the  bulwark  of  the  Em- 
pire, will  never  appeal  in  vain  to  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  therefore  move,  "  that  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  apprehending  of  Richard  Brothers,  be  laid  before 
this  Houfej  together  with  a  copy  of  the  information,  on  which  that 
warrant  was  grounded." 

Mr.  Halhed  having  given  in  his  motion,  the  Speaker  aflced, 
who  feconds  this  motion  ?  There  being  no  anfwer,  the  Speaker 
laid,  as  this  motion  is  not  fecondcd,  it  cannot  be  put  from  die 
Chair. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  alluded  to  what  had  been  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Grey,  when  he  prefentcd  a  petition,  the  intention  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  in' that 
Houfe.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  that  fubjed,  and  he 
could  now  fiate,  that  his  object  was  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of 
peace.  He  could  not  tell  precifely  when  he  fhould  move  it.  He 
thought  that,  perhaps,  it  would  be  as  well  to  defer  it  to  the  latter 
end  of  the  fefTicn.  Several  gentlemen  whifpered— When,  when. 
In  anfwer  to  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  perhaps  this  da/  fort- 
night.    The  Houfe  adjourne/d. 
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ffidHffdaft  2ad  Apr'th 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Wan 
^d  Means, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  fam  of  2,395,000!.  be 
graated,far  the  (er vice  of  His  Majefty  from  the  furplus  of  the  Con- 
iolidatad  Fond*     Agreed.*- The  Houfe  adjotimed. 

Thurfdofi  ^^ J  April* 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  dieir  Lord- 
ships had  ;i|gr€ed  tofeveral  bills,  and  paflbd  othei^^  to  which  tbcv 
defired  the  conourrcnce'of  that  Houfe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  gave  notice,  that  to-mprrOTr 
helbould  move  fw  leave  to  bring  in  a  Viir  to  relieve  innkeepers  of 
part  of  the  burdens  tmder  which  they  at  prefent  labour,  and  alio 
that  he  (hould  h;^ve  a  propofition  to  fubmit  on  the  edimates  which 
were  now  before  the  Hbufe. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  he  undcrftood  from  public  rumour, 
that  on  account  of  the  prefent  dearncfs  of  provifions,  HFs  Af  ajelTr 
liad  given  directions  for  an  allowance  pf  nine-pence  a  week  to  al 
non  commiiTipned  officers  and  privates.  The  General  wiflicd  to 
know  of  the  Secretary  at  War  if  tliat  rumour  was  right.  If  it  was, 
he  (hould  have  fomcthing  to  obferve  to  the  Houfc'  upon  .the  fubjec'l. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  did  noit  precifcly  know  to  what 
^,  order  or  dired^ion  the  honourable  Member  alluded.  It  had  been 
propofcd  that  bread  (hould  be  given  to  the  foldiers  in  kind,  inilcad 
of  money  lo  purch^fe  it, .  by  way  of  .avoiding  the  inconvenience  arif- 
ing  from  the  deamefs  of  it ;  and  that  was  the  only  thing  he  knew 
of,  that  feemed  to  apply  to  the  fubjeft  to  which  tlic  honourable 
Member  alluded. 

General  MACLEOD  faid, .that  the  allowance, he  alluded  to, 
was  fuppofcd  to  have  been  ordered  within  this  T\xek. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Dutch  Property  bill. 

Mr  RYDER  then  opened  tlie  general  pature  of  the  bill.     It 
-iwas  an  amend ipent  of  the  bill  of  tliis  felfion  for  regulating  tlie  im- 
portation, &c.  of  Dutch  property. 

General  MACLEOD  did  not  oppofe  the  bill,  but  he  ^ifhcd 
the  Houfc  to  obferve  diat  Minifters  had  been  moft  culpably  negli- 
gent in  not  bringing  it  forward  fooncr  ;  if  they  had,  great  advan- 
tages  would  have  arifen  to  this  country  oiK  of  it ;  fpr  by  the  gene- 
ral dcrangemoit  of  the  public  affairs  of  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, England  might  have  become  the  depot  of  almod  all  the 
moveable  property  of  Holland. 
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Mr.  RYDER  fiid,  that  if  the  honoursfcic  gcnSeman  liafd  hap- 
pened to  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament,  early  in  the  prcfent  fefllon^ 
he  would  have  known  that  Admintftration  had  done  die  very  thing 
which  he  now  acciifcd  them  of  neglcfling.  They  had  taken  the 
cariicft  poflible  opportunity  for  regulating  the  mode  of  legally  im- 
porting property  from  Holland.  They  had  gone  farther,  for  they 
lidd  ddvifed  the  ifluitig  an  order  in  Council  for  that  purpofc,  before 
an  ad  could  be  paffed,  a  thing  in  itfelf  illegal,  but  which  wa«  juf- 
tified  by  ncccflity,  and  therefore  the  parties  concetncd  in  advifing 
it  were  indemnified. 

Gertcnil  MACLEOD  felt  no  difficulty  in  believing  the  account 
of  the  illegality  of  the  conduft  of  His  Majcfty's  prefent  advifers, 
but  He  would  ftiH  aflcrt  what  he  wifticd  the  Public,  through  the 
medium  of  th;rt  HoUfe^  to  know,  that  in  confequcnce  of  the  negli- 
gence of  Minifters,  a  great  deal  of  Dutch  property,  which  ought 
to  have  come  to  England,  went  to  HamBui^gh  and  Danttic.  He 
defied  Mirfiders  to  dfcny  diis  aflertion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  wa^ 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  augment- 
mg  the  Royal  coips  of  artillery,  and  for  providing  for  the  navy» 
fcafaring  men  out  of  the  militia. 

The  Moufe  being  in  a  Committee,  he  propofed  three  daufes. 
The  firft  had  for  its  objcft,  the  regulating  the  power  of  officers, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Commander.  The  fccond  for  regnhtiiijg 
the  law,  widi  regard  to  riiirfc  who  were  officers  in  the  militb,  and 
officers  alfo  in  the  fendbles*  The  diird,  reftoring  to  His  M'ljefty, 
the  power  of  difmiflTing  officers,  in  certain  cafes  out  of  the  militia,  a 
jower  which  the  Crown  had  had  ever  fince  the  eftabHihment  of  that 
body  until  the  pafling  of  the  bill  in  the  year  1786.  That  powci: 
of  the  Crown  was  then  omitted,  whether  inadvertently,  or  by  de- 
fign,  he  was  unable  to  learn ;  but  he  faw  no  reafon  for  the  omiflion, 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  a  neceffary  power. 

Upon  e^ch  of  thefc  daufes  there  was  fome  converfatign.  On  the 
laft,  General  Macleod  fiid,  it  was  a  dangerous  power  to  be  in  tixb 
hands  of  the  Crown.  It  was  well  known  that  one  of  the  moft  fplcrr- 
did  orations  that  were  ever  made  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  was 
Jgrfnft  the  ufe  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  in  dif miffing  a^i  of- 
fccr  ih  the  regulars.  If  it  was  a  dangerous  power  over  the  regulars, 
what  muft  it  be  over. the  militia? 

Colon^j  Sloanc,  Mr.  Baftard,  and  other  officers  in  the  militia, 
approved  of  the  claufe  ;  Mr.  Courtenay  was  againft  it ;  after  a  lhor.t 
icmvcrfation,- the  Committee  div'dcd,  • 

_  *  _ 

For  tlic  Claufci  45  j     Againft  it,  8, 
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The  bill  then,  with  all  the  claufes,  paffcd  the  Committee. 

Fridayy   7.  ^h  April. 

Mr.  ERSKtNE  prefented  a  petition  ftom  the  Mayor  and  inha- 
bitants of  Portfmouthy  claiming  the  Attention  of  the  Houie  to  the 
prefent  high  price  of  provifions.  The  ^petition  dated,  that  the  pre- 
fent  high  price  of  provifions  was  attended  with  great  dilhrefs  to  tbe 
kmer  clafles,  and  had  a  tendency  to  excite  public  difcontent ;  and 
prayed  that  the  Houfc  might  adopt  fuch  meafurcs  as  to  theirwifdom 
fhould  feem  meet,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil^  and  prevent  the 
tum,ult  Which  it  might  otherwife  occafion. — The  petition  was  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

.  The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Hdufe  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee upon  the  bill  to  regulate  the  law^  with  refped  to  ballots  in 
cafes  of  contruvertcd  eledtions* 

Mr.  FOX  obje6^ed  to  the  daufc  diminiihing  the  number  of 
Members  required  to  be  prefent,  before  the  Houfe  can  proceed  to 
ballot.  He  faid,  that  he  could  wiih  the  nulbbcr  rather  to  be  in* 
cr^afcd  than  dimini(hed>  and  at  the  fame  time  fuggeftedi  that  fome 
mode  ought  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  compel  the  attendance  oi 
Members. 

Mr.  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  num- 
ber of  7  5  would  be,  in  many  refpe^s,  more  convenient  for  the 
Houfe,  infteadof  the  loo  Members,  who  formerly  were  requiitd 
to  be  prefent.  The  number  he  (hould  propofe  to  form  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  1 1,  to  which  75  bore  nearly  the  (ame  proportion, 
as  100  to  15. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  object  that  the  proportion  of  75 
was  not  great  enough  to  the  number  of  1 1  Members  propofedtobe 
chofen,  but  that  it  was  not  great  enough  to  558  Members  of  the 
Houfe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  attend  on  fuch  occafions.  Out  of  dw 
whole  number  it  forely  was  not  unreafonable  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  1 00.  He  thought  tliat  there  was  a  veiy  great  objedion  to 
the  decifion  of  cafes  of  controverted  elections  falling  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  Members. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  (hould  confider  it  as  di%raceful  to 
the  Houfe,  if  when  Members  were  found  to  negled  thdr  duty, 
inilcad  of  feeking  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  inconvenience,  they 
(hould  be  intent  only,  under  the  (hape  of  a  regulation,  to  intioduce 
an  apolog}'  for  their  own  remifTncfe.  After  a  ver)'  long  and  dcful- 
tory  converfarion,  it  was  underfio.Hl  tl\^c  the  number  (hould  oondnuc 
as  formerly  tu  be  loo.     It  was  then  debated  whether  the  number 
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ttnxk  Ihould  be  retained  at  49/  or  reduced  to'27,  a  divifioa  tpok 
pbce,  when  there  appeared 

For  the  original  number  53  ;  Againft  It  37.     Majority  1^6. 

The  Chaiqnan  reported  progreis,  and  the  Committee  was.ap« 
pointed  tD  (it  again  on  Thurfday. 

Lord  MILTON  faid,  that  he  wi(hed  for  a  moment  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe '  to  a  circumAance  which  had  Isttely  taken 
place  in  a  nei^bouring  kingdom— die  difmiiTion  <^  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
from  the  high  fituation  which  he  held  in  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
He  underftood  that  on  a  former  occafion  a  right  honourable  gende- 
man,  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  faid,  whatever  might  be  the  caufcs  of  the  re- 
mo^ial  of  the  noble  Lord,  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  His  Ma* 
je(h  s  Miners  in  this  country ;  an  aflertion  ^ich  feemed  to  imply, 
diat  the  blame  mud  neceflarily  attach  elfewhere.  It  was  proper  tha^t 
there  flioukl  be  fome  inquiry  made  into  the  grounds  of  this  infinu^ 
atkmj  in  order  to  afcertain  to  what  quarter  the  blame  really  beloi^ged. 
He  wiAed  therefore  to  know,  whether  Minlfiers  were  prepared  to 
appoint  a  day  for  the  inveAigation  of  the  fubje£t. 

Mr.  ChanceUor  PITT  laid,  that  all  who  had  heard  him  on  the 
former  occafion  would  be  fenfible  that  he  had  then  faid  nothing 
which  called  upon  him  to  appoint  any  day  for  the  invefligation  of 
the  fubjeA,  or  made  him  feel  it  as  any  part  of  his  duty  to  enter  at 
all  into  the  difcufiion. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  he  could  not  he^>  feeling  fome  degree 
of  indignadoD,  that  Minifters  Ihould  come  forward  to  aflert  that  no 
blame  attached  to  them,  and  afterwards  decline  to  appoint  a  day  of 
inquiry,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  exculpation  to  thofe 
who  were  the  objeAs  of  their  infinuated  cenfure.  The  whole  of 
the  tranfadion  sdluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord  was  now  before  the 
Public,  and  perhaps  Minifters  adted  wifely  in  (hrinking  from  m- 
quiiy,  as  they  muft  be  well  aware  that  their  (hare  in  the  bufinqfs 
y^Ts  of  foch  a  nature  as  could  by  no  means  bear  invefligation.  But 
though  they  mi^t  be  difpofed  to  flinch  from  the  queflion,  it  became 
that  Houfe  to  adopt  a  different  condudl.  When  fuch  ferious  con- 
Jequenoes  bad  bmi  produced ;  when  a  whole  country  had  been 
duown  into  a  (bte  of  extreme  agitation,  and  an  opening  afforded  for 
die  worft  confequences  of  political  diffention;  when  the  utiionof 
the  Britifh  empire  had  been  endangered,  at  a  period  too,  whc;n  Its 
mofi  important  interefls  were  at  (lake,  it  was  prc^r  that  there  fb^uRl 
be  ibme  inqoiry  into  the  cauies  of  thefe  alarming  eviby  in  order  to 
afcertain  who  wtve  the  men  ^sot^  whofe  roilcohdufk  th^y  oripnatad* 
With  tht»  view  he  fhould  propofe  fome  day  to  be  appointed  for  the 
coafideration  of  this  momentous  fobjc£k.     An^i  hc'trufbed  that  tfif 

Vol,  XLL  E« 


aio  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

Houfe  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  enter  into  the  difctiflion  from 
whatever  quartet  the  proportion  might  proceed.  He  concluded  with 
giving  notice  that  on  the  firft  open  day  he  (hould  move  for  a  day  to 
be  appointed  for  the  Houfe  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  grounds 
of  the  difmiflion  of  Earl  Fitxwilliam  from  the  (ituation  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  I relahd.— Friday  next  was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
quartering  of  foldicrs  upon  inn-keepers  ;  which  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  next. 

Monday i   2']th  April. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Britifli  fcr- 
vants»  complaining  of  the  encouragement  given  to  foreigners ;  but 
no  Member  appearing  to  fecond  it^  it  could  not  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  POWYS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  io 
bring  in  a  bill  for  more  effeftually  preventing  tit ficient  weights  and 
falfe  balances. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  the  following  meflbgc  from 
His  Majefty,  which  was  read  by  the  Speaker: 

"  GEORGE  R. 

"  His  Majefty  relies  on  the  liberality  and  offeQim  of  his  faitlful 
Commons^  and  in  the  cordial  intereji  which  they  have  manifefted  in  the 
happy  event  of  the  nuptials  of  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  IValiSy  that 
they  will  he  ready  to  concur  in  fuch  provijion  as  tl?ey  may  judge  neceffarj, 
to  enable  His  Majcjly  to  fettle  an  efidblijhfnent  for  the  Prince  and 
^Princefsy  fuited  to  their  rank  and  dignity, 

"  On  an  occafon^  in  all  other  refpeSfs fo fatisfaSiory^  His  Majcftj 
feels  the  deepeji  regret  in  being  under  the  necefjity  of  communicating  /# 
the  Houfe  ^  that  the  benefit  of  any  fettlement  to  be  now  made^  cannot  ie 
ejfeSlually  fecured  to  the  Prince  of  fValeSy  without  providing  the  mam 
of  freeing  him  from  incumbrances  to  a  large  amount  ^  to  which  he  isn^ 
fubje^. 

"  Anxious  as  Hif  Majefty  mufl  ntceffarily  he^  particularly  undtr 
tht  prefentdrcumflancesy  to  relieve  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  theft  iij- 
ficultieSy  His  Majefty  entertains  no  idea  ofpropopng  to  his  Parliamenl 
to  make  any  provijion  for  this  objeSif  otherwife  than  by  the  applicatiw  of 
apart  of  the  income  which  may  be  fettled  on  the  Prince  ;  but  he  eameflf 
'^  recofnmends  it  to  the  Houfe ^  to  confider  of  the  propriety  of  thus  prm&% 
for  the  gradual  dif charge  of  theft  incumbranceSf  by  appropriating  and 
fecuringfor  a  given  term,  the  revenues  arijingfrom  thi  Dutchy  of  Oim* 
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VfsBy  tBggther  with  a  proportion  of  the  Prince's  other  annual  income; 
€Utd  His  Majefiy  will  he  ready  and  dejirous  to  concur  in  any  provijions 
which  the  wijdom  of  Parliament  mayfuggeji^  for  the  purpofes  of  ejlab^ 
liflnng  a  regular  and  pwtSfual  order  of  payment  ^  in  the  Prince's  future 
expenditure^  and  of  guarding  againft  the  pojpbility  of  the  Prince  being 
again  involved  in  fo  painful  and  emban*ajpng  ajituation,       '*  G.  R.  '* 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  then  movedi  that  this  mcffagc  be  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Colonel  STANLEY  defircd,  that  His  Majefty's  mcffagc  of  th« 
2iftMay,  1787,  be  read. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  it  was  very  important  for  the  Houfe 
to  hear  that  Meflagey  and  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  in  anfwcr  to  it. 

They  were  both  therefore  read. 

The  Meffage  was  as  follows : 

••  GEORGE  R. 

"  It  is  with  great  concern  His  Majcfty  acquaints  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
moQA,  that  from  the  accounts  which  hare  been  laid  before  His  Majefty 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it  appears  that  the  Prince  has  incurred  a  debt 
to  a  large  amount,  which,  if  left  to  be  difcharged  out  of  his  annual  in- 
come, would  render  it  impoffible  for  bim  to  fupport  an  eftablifliment  fuited 
to  his  rank  and  flat  ion. 

**  Painful  as  it  is  at  all  times  to  His  Majefiy  to  propofe  an  addition  to 
the  heayy  exocnccs  necefTarily  borne  by  his  people.  His  Majcfty  is  in- 
duced, from  his  paternal  affedtion  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  recur  to  the 
liberality- and  attachment  of  his  faithful  Commons  for  their  afliftance,  oa 
an  occaJion  fo  interefting  to  his  Majefty's  feelings,  and  to  the  eafe  and 
honour  of  fo  diftinguifiied  a  branch  of  his^  Royal  Family. 

"  His  Majefty  could  not,  however,  expc*.^  or  define  the  affiftance  of 
this  Houfe,  but  on  a  well-grounded  expedation  that  the  Prince  will  ayoid 
conmi6ling  any  debts  in  future. 

**  With  a  view  to  this^bjc£^,  and  from  an  anxious  defire  to  rcmore 
say  poflible  doubt  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  Prince's  income  to  fupport 
amply  the  dignity  of  his  fituation;  His  Majefty  has  dircdtcd  a  fum  of 
10,0901.  per  annum  to  be  paid  out  of  his  Civil  Lift  in  addition  to  the  al- 
lowance which  His  Majefty  has  hitherto  given  him  ;  and  His  Majefty 
has  the  iatisfa^on  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
gifcn  His  Majefty  the  fulleft  aflurance  of  his  detern)ination  to  cqnfiqe 
hb  future  expences  within  the  income,  and  has  alfo  fettled  a  plan  for  ar- 
raogin^  diole  expences  in  the  feveral  departments,  and  for  fixing  an 
ordor  for  payment  under  fuch  regulations  as  His  Majefty  truftswillefiec- 
taally  (ecu re  the  due  execution  of  the  Prince's  intentions, 

"  His  Majefty  will  dircd  an  cfliinate  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of 
tbefum  wanting  to  complete,  in  a  proper  n^anner^  the  worH  which  has 
been  undertaken  at  Carlton  Houfe,  as  foon  as  the  fame  can  be  prepared 
with  fofficsenc  accuracy,  and  recommends  it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to 
cooHder  of  making  fome  ^roviiion  for  that  purpofe, 

"  G  K." 

The  Addre&  was  dated  the  24th  of. May,  1787,  and  the  Houfe 

£ea 
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of  CprnxDons  complied  with  the  wtfhesi  and  reiterated  the  fendinents 
exprcifed  hy  His  Majcfty  in  the  Meffagc.  [Vide  the  Parltaoientaiy 
Rcgjftcr,  Vol.  XXIL] 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid  it  was  with  regret  that  he  ibund  him- 
fdf  under  the  necefllty  of  faying  any  thing  upon  the  fubjcdl  now  before 
the  HoufCf  That  Houfe  had  already  very  liberally  come  forward 
to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  They  were  now  called 
vpon  to  difcharge  his  debts  a  fecond  time.  This  being  a  btifinrfs 
of  the  firft  importance,  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  fully  ar- 
ttndedj  and  fbr  that  purpofe  he  thought  a  call  of  the  Houfe  oiight 
to  take  place.  He  wifhed  that  the  enabliftimcnt  of  his  Royal  H^h- 
nefs  fhould  be  as  fplendid  as  pofltble.  But  he  would  leave  it  to  Ins 
own  feelings,  whether  in  the  difbefled  (late  of  the  country,  iK^t!:out 
inquiry  and  due  deliberation,  he  could  again  expert  that  Houfe  to 
difcharge  thefe  debts.  He  did  not  wi(b  to  fay  any  tiling  borderir^ 
on  difirefpeft  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  or  any  one  branch  of  the  Rop! 
Family ;  but  furdy  that  Houfe  ought  to  proceed  deliberatdy  on  ^ 
matter  of  this  magnitude.  He  therefore  wiihcd  fbr  a  full  attendance 
on  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubjedl.  The  (ituation  of  the  country  was 
fuch  as  to  demand  it.  A  number  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe 
had  gone  into  the  country  under  an  idea  that  no  more  burdcas,  for 
the  prefent  feflion,  were  to  be  laid  on  their  conftituenta.  In  all 
points  of  view,  therefore,  a  call  of  the  Houfe  appeared  to  him  to 
\it  neceflary. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that,  in  point  of  order  and  regularity 
of  proceeding,  it  would  be  neceiTaiy  to  difpofe  of  the  queOion  now 
before  the  Houfe,  previous  to  any  thing  being  faid  on  the  fubjefi  of 
a  call  of  the  Houfe.  When  a  motion  (hould  be  made  with  lefpcd 
to  the  day  of  taking  His  Majefty*s  Meflage  into  confideration,  it 
would  then  be  regular  to  bring  forward  the  fubjed  of  the  call,  to 
which  the  honourable  Member  had  alluded  ;  but  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe  required  that  His  M^je(ly*s  Mclfage  (hould  be.  reficrred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  That 
the  Houfe  ihould  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  this  day 
fe'nnight,  to  condder  of  the  meflage  from  His  Majcfty.  If  the 
Houfe  (hould  be  of  opinion,  that  the  mealure  recommended  ought 
to  be  adopted,  he  (hould  hope,  he  confefTed,  that  the  honounble 
gentleman  would  not  prefs  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  He 
did  not  wi(h  in  any  dq^e  to  difguife  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  fubjedt  now  before  them  ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  exprets  left 
regret  than  was  felt  in  common  by  every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  as 
to  throccafioQ  which  called  for  their  delibeiadoii.     At  the  lamt 
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time  he  wiihed  to  fay,   tbat  it  was  evident  from  the  ffleflfagey  that 
His  Majefty's  intimation  went  not  to  the  length  of  requiring  a  fpe* 
dfic  fum  to  be  advanced  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to  difchaige  the 
principal  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.     It  was  only  to  fet 
apait  a  certain  portion  of  that  inconoe  which  might  be  granted  by 
the  liberality  of  Parliament,  to  the  gradual  difchaige  of  the. debts  of 
his  Royal   Highnefs.     Whatever,   therefore.  Parliament,  out  of 
that  liberality,  might  be  dir|x>fcd  t9  grant,  was  to  be  applied  to  free 
hb  Royal  Highnefs  from  the  demands  of  his  creditors,  a  circum« 
ftance  the  nwil  effential  to  the  real  fplrndor  and  dignity  of  his 
Ropl  Highnefs.     If  Parliament  were  to   grant  an  income  to  his 
Kjml  Highnefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupportingthat  dignity  and  fplen-' 
dcr,  the  firft  ftep  certainly  ought  to  be  to  enable  him  to  remove 
from  lus  afEiirs  all  cl(^  and  embarraflfments.     If  it  was  the  defire 
of  die  Houfe  that  this  (hould  be  done,  they  would  reAc&  that  it 
could  not  be  done  efTcifluaUy,  cither  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  credi* 
tors  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  his  own  cafe  and  comfort,  or  with 
any  view  to  certainty,  except  by  enabling  him  to  allot  out  of  his  in- 
come a  certain  part,  as  much  as  might  appear  neceflary^  for  that 
purpofe.      If  it  (hould  be  found  that  the  whole  fum  which  (hould 
be  pnipofed   for  the  eftabliniment  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  was  no 
more  dnn  the  Houfe  would  have  been  difpofe^  to  grant  him,  if  hi^ 
debts  had  never  exifted,  in  order  to  fupport  his  houfehold,  and  to 
maintain  his  dignity,  he  truded  that  the  feelings  of  honourable  gen- 
tlemen would  be  fully  fatisiied.  ,  When  he  looked  at  the  grants 
made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  grand&ther  of  his  prefcnt  Royal 
Highnefs,  at  a  time  when  the  fcale  of  cxpence  was  not  in  any  re- 
fped,  to  a  perfon  of  any  rank,  nearly  fo  high  as  it  was  at  prefent, 
he  owned,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  lamented  the  neceffity  of  the 
occaiion,  that  the  fum  to  be  propofed  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  now 
muft  be  comparatively  fmall.     It  would  be  but  little  more  than  had 
been  granted  to  his  grandfather,  from  the  aflfedion  and  the  libera* 
lity,  and  he  might  add,  the  wifdom  and  the  prudence,  of  Parlia- 
ment.    The  Houfe  was  under  the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  eiAer 
determining  to  leave  his  Royal  Highnefs  without  relief,  or  adopting 
the  mode  now  propofed,  or  fome  fuch  mode  of  relieving  him ;  and 
under  all  tlie  circumftances,  he  trufted  they  would  not  be  much  in- 
clined to  narrow  the  amount.     He  thou^t  it  neceffiuy  to  (hte  thus 
much  of  the  outline ;  a  more  particular  difduflkm  he  thon^t  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  enter  into  in  the  prefent  (lagp  of  the 
proceedings.     But  this  he  would  add,  that  on  the  beft  oonfideradon 
he  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  fubjed,  and  to  every  thing  eon- 
ncded  with  it,  be  was  ready  to  iay,  that  it  was  not  only  the  inte- 
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fdf  of  the  Royal  Family,  but  alfo  the  public  duty  of  that  Hoofe, 
which  they  all  felt  fatisfadion  iti  difchar]ging,  to  be  liberal   in  al- 
lowances of  this  dcfcription  ;  becaufe  the  people  were  materially  in- 
tcrcfted  in  the  comfort,  and  even  in  the  fplendor  and  dignity,  rfthc 
Royal  Family  in  all   its  branches.     He  thought,  therefore,  that 
when  thefe  points  came  to  be  confidered,  there  would  appear  no  ne- 
ccflity  for  that  delay  which  a  call  of  the  Houfc  muft  neccflarily  oc- 
cafion.     It  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  thing  brought  forward  on  a 
fudden  ;  for  an  e(labli(hment  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  long  been 
«  matter  of  general  expedbtion.     Befides,  there  were  other  qucfUons 
of  great  public  importance  relative  to  the  political  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try remaining  to  be  difcufled  about  the  fame  time  that  the  mcflagc 
would  come  under  confideration.     On  the  great  queAion  of  peace 
and  war,  notice  had  been  given  of  a  difcuflion,  fo  that  there  was 
no  doubt  that  a  full  attendance  would  take  place  without  a  call  of 
the  Houfe,  to  enforce  which  would  be  attended  with  fome  incoove- 
nicnce  to  individuals,  and  attended  with  fome  delay  of  6u(incfs.  He 
fhould  therefore  hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  per- 
fi(t   in  his  intention >  and  prcfs  for  the  call.     He  now  moved, 
^*  That  this,meffage  be  taken  into  confideration  this  day  fc'rmlgbt," 
This  queftion  being  put, 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  no  Member  of  that  Houfe  who  felt  It  his 
duty  to  give  oppofition  to  any  part  of  the  cftablifhment  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  could  help  feeling  the  mod  unpleafant  fenfations  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  however  that  might  be,  he  was  pcrfuadcd  that  no  Mem- 
*bcr  who  felt  that  to  be  his  duty,  would  pafs  it  by,  becaufe  the  taflc 
was  difagreeable.     In  his  opinion,  a  more  important  fubje£l  than 
this  could  hardly  come  under  the  confideration  of  that  Houfe  ;  par- 
ticularly under  the  circumftances  of  the  countr}'  at  this  moment.— 
This  was  the  fecond  application  to  Parliament  to  pay  the  debts  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  that  too  after  a  folemn  promlfe  had  been 
made  that  no  future  debt  fhould  be  incurred.     He  did  jiot  mean 
to  fay  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  this  ftibjed 
forward  had  any  improper  intention  ;  but  the  manner  In  which  he 
had  brought  it  forward  was,  he  feared,  calculated  to  create  a  mif- 
underftanding  in  the  Public.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
treated  this  as  an  additional  income  to  his  Royal  Highnefs.     Now 
lie  mud  fjiy,  that  let  it  be  done  in  what  fhape,  or  under  what 
colour  it  m^ighti  it  was  in  fubftance  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a 
provifion  from  Parliament  to  pay  tlw  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales ;  and  he  thought  there  could  not  be  a  more  im- 
proper mode  of  doing  it  than  that  of  adopting  a  plan  by  which  the  . 
I'xUiiic  were  likely  to  mifunderlland  the  thing  to  bo  done.    It  would 


A.  1795.  D  E  BA  T  E  S.   j  aij 

imke  no  difference  to  the  Public  ultimately,  and  it  would  be  more 
eligible  at  onoe  to  pay  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  in  a  fum  of 
mancy,  and  to  create  a  tax  avowedly  and  fpccifically  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  it  muft  come  to  that  at  laA>  and-whnt  was  the  ufe  ofdif- 
guifing  it  ?   He  wanted  the  thing  to  be  plainly,  feirly,  arid  diftin<aiy 
done,  that  the  Public  might  clearly  fee  what  burdens  they  were  tx> 
bear  for  his  Royal  Highnefs.     Under  thefe  impreffions,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  the  mode  now  propofed  was  objedlionable  ; 
and,  that  after  all  that  had  been  faid,  Parliament  would  be  called 
upon,  and  that  at  no  very  diltant  period,  to  provide  for  an  immenfe 
debt,  on  account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.     The  right  honourable 
gcndeman  who  brought  this  bufincfs  forward,  had  faidj  tbat^  con- 
fidering  all  things,  the  fum  pix)pofed  was  not  greater  than  the  Houfe 
would  be  difpofed  to  grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs^  to  fupjport  his 
fplendor  and  dignity,  even  if  he  had  no  debt.     Now^  when  the 
Houfe  came  to  confider  the  diminution  of  the  national  income,  the 
incxeafe  of  our  burdens,  and  the  (till  greater  increafe  of  tbem  that 
we  are  to  cxpeS  ;  confidering  how  very  heavily  the  Public, are  taxed 
already ;  how  much  more  heavily  they  muA  (lill  be  taxed,  he  could 
not  help  faying  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  was  not  the 
bcft  way  of  confidering  the  fubje£t.     When  the  cries  of  the  ftarving 
poor  were  a(&iling  them  on  all  fides,  he  thought  that  the  Houfe 
would  not  be  doing  it<^  duty,  by  granting  e(labli(hments  to  PrinceSj 
with  a  profulion  unparalleled  in  former  times.     He  had  heard  much 
of  die  dignity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.     Now  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  beft  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  maintained  by  his 
ihcwing  a  feeling  heart  for  the  poor^  and  an  unwillingnefs  to  add  to 
their  diftrcflTes.     This  would  be  dignity  fupcrior  to  any  thing  he 
could,  gain  by  fplendor  of  appearance.     He  left  gentlemen  to  judge 
whether  they  had  any  picafing  profpc£l  from   what  was  now  pro- 
pofed.    He  (hould  fay  no  more  at  this  moment ;  he  was  afraid  of 
pttjcccding,  left  he  (bould  be  betrayed  into  any  thing  that  might 
have  the  appearance  of  difrefpedt.     He  did  not  wifh  to  give  offence 
to  that  auguft  perfonage ;  he  hoped,  however^  the  call  of  the  Houfe 
would  be  enforced. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  regretted,  as  much  as  any  -  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  that  there  (hould  be  any  objedlion  to  this  meafurc,  but  Jie^ 
ro\ift  perform  his  duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  muft  fay 
he  was  not  fatisiied.  He  wiftied  to  fee  fomc  provifion,  on  which 
the  Houfe  could  rely,  that  no  farther  debt  ihould  be  incurred  on 
Ac  part  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Some  meafure  (hould  be  adopted 
^  put  that  out  of  his  power,  and  that  meafure  fliould  be  brought 
forward  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.     As  to  the  obfcrvation 
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of  die  rig^  honourable  gentleman,  that  Parliament  were  to  grant 
no  more  to  his  Royvl  Highnefs  than  (hould  have  been  given  to  him 
if  he  had  no  debt,  he  mud  obferve,  it  was  not  the  way  to  pcxxced 
under  the  prefent  condition  of  aflairs.  He  wiflied  gentlemen  to  tum 
their  eyes  to  a  neighbouring  country,  and  recoUe<Sl  what  brought  on 
its  great  convuliion ;  it  was  not  from  the  exercffe  of  tyrannical 
power,  for  the  late  Government  there  was  comparatively  mild,  but 
it  aiofe  out  of  a  lamentable  negligence  about  the  finances  and  the 
extravagance  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  ;  it  was  that  which  plun^ 
that  country  into  its  calamities.  He  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  a 
call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  lad  feemed  to  have  forgotten  part  of  the  Meflage  of  His  Ma- 
jefty  ;  by  the  laft  paragraph  in  it,  he  would  fee  that  the  very  pto- 
vilion  againft  incurring  farther  debt  was  exprefsly  recommended  ; 
he  riicr^fbre  defired  tliat  that  part  of  the  Meflage  mi|^t  be  read, 
which  was  done. 

Mr,  POWYS  faid,  that  though  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey),  that  the  mode  propofcd  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  was  the  moft  exceptionable  roca- 
fure  that  could  be  adopted,  yet  he  thought  that  the  Houfe  ought  to 
marK  their  fenfe  of  the  novelty  aiid  importance  of  the  occaiion,  by 
adopting  the  motion  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe.  He  was  avcxfe  to 
go  much  at  laige  in  the  prefcnt  Aage  of  the  bufinefs.  He  hoped 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  more  fully  explain  the  nature 
of  the  whole  tranfadion,  before  he  called  upon  that  Houfe  to  come 
to  any  dccifion.  Notwithfbinding  his  relu6lance  to  make  any  de- 
claration, he  could  not  help  joining  in  the  feelingf  which  Hi$  Ma- 
jefty  himfelf  had  expreflcd  in  the  meflage.  He  mud  fay  that  he 
felt  the  decpdl  regret,  that,  notwithftanding  the  paternal  libcrziity 
of  His  Majefty,  notwithftanding  the  loyal  zeal  which  the  Houfe  had 
manifeftcd  in  making  provifion  for  the  former  debt,  and  the  pledge 
which  had  then  been  given  on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  that  no  fu- 
"ture  application  of  that  fert  (hould  be  txiade,  that  frefh  oblations 
should  have  been  contra^Sled  to  fo  laige  an  amount.  It  became 
matter  of  interefting  inquiry  by  what  means  the  King,  the  Prince, 
the  Parliament,  and  the  Public,  had  all  been  fo  grofsly  deceived. 
It  would  be  proper  that  the  perfons  from  whofe  negled  or  mifeon- 
du<fl  this  glaring  abufe  of  confidence  had  proceeded,  (hould  be 
pointed  out.  The  righflionourable  gentlentan  had  ftated  no  degree 
of  inconvenience  that  would  be  incurred  from  the  delay  that  would 
be  neceifaiy  for  the  puipofe  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  He  had  ad- 
mitted that  it  was^^a  fubjed  Which  called  for  the  fuUeft  and  moft 
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manifc  deliberatiofU  He  could  not  then  fee  any  reaibn  why  tho 
modon  for  the  call  Ihould  not  be  adopted.  There  were  fome  in- 
quiries whkh,  he  remarked,  oug^t  to  precede  any  mdifure  that 
mig^  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe*  -Oug^t  the  Public  to  be  called 
upon  Id  pay  the  price  of  indifcretions  ?  Ought  they  to  be  rendered 
liable  for  expences,  which  perhaps  oughf  never  to  have  been  in- 
curred ?  Was  there  no  part  of  the  burden  which  could  be  removed 
from  the  ihoulders  of  the  Public,  already  fo  feverely  fmartlng  with 
the  neceflary  load  of  taxation,  in  order  to  be  laid  on  the  civil  lift  } 
All  chcfe  were  queftions  which^  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  receive  a 
iatis£i£kory  anfwer  before  the  Houfe  pledged  themfelvcs  to  any  re- 
Iblution  on  the  fubjedl. 

Mr*  MONTAGU  declared  that  he  coincided  in  opinion  with 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  already  fpoken ;  that  the  im« 
portance  of  the  fubjeS  was  fuch,  as  called  for  the  fulkft  attend* 
ancc  that  could  be  obtained :  he  fliould  therefore  approve  of  a  call 
of  the  Houfe.     He  did  not  wi(h,  on  the  prcfent  occaiion,  to  anti« 
cipice  any  thing  that  might  more  properly  belong  to  the  difcuflion 
of  the  meiTage  itfelf.     The  only  reafon  ftated  by  the  right  honour- 
aUc  gentleman  why  a  call  fhould  not  take  place  was^  that  other  im- 
portant bufinefs,  which  would  be  likely  to  fecure  a  full  attendance^ 
was  ai^ntcd  to  be  difcuflcd  about  the  fame  time  that  the  meiTage 
would  come  under  confidcration :  .But  if  other  important  bufineis 
was  to  be  thrown  into  the  fcale  along  with  this,  which  he  (hould 
contend  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  moft  important,  this  was  only  an 
additional  reafon  why  the  call  ought  to  be  adopted.     Thefubjeft 
acquired  a  peculiar  importance  from  the  circumftances  of  the  times. 
But  he  coniidered  it  altogether  as  of  too  grave  and  weighty  a  nature 
for  him  to  fay  any  thing  farther  without  the  fulleft  deliberation.    He 
fixxdd  endeavour  fo  come  to  the  difcuflion  without  partiality  and 
without  prejudice,   prepared  to  ad  Vrith  an  equal  attention  to  (he 
rights  of  the  Prince,  and  die  jnterefts  of  th(:  people.     Such  was, 
in  his  opinion,  the  line  of  procedure,  which  die  folemnity  of  the 
occafion  required ;  though  he  could  not  help  confeflfing,  that  he  felt 
Umfelf  to  a  certain  degree  prepoflefied  as  to  that  part  which  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  required  them  to  take  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  fo  many  gentlemen  fcemed  to 
be  imfpcfkd  with  the  propriety  of  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  that  he 
^ould  readily  concur  in  meeting  their  wKhes.     At  the  fame  time  it 
irould  be  defirable  that  as  early  a  day  as  poflible  (hould  be  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpofe.     WlKn  he  propofed  that  the  difcuffion  fliould 
take  place  this  day  fe'nnight,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not  coniider 
it  to  be  an  obje£l  entitled  to  the  ihoft  ample  and  mature  dclibera* 
Voi.  XLL  F  f 
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tfon,  bu%  ttcatife,  he  conceived  that  the  difcuflion  at  dnt  period 
rniglic  hive  had  evdry  advantage  of  pr6vi6us  confidbration,  and  z 
full  attcndancei  without  having  rccourfe  to  the  expedient  of  a  call. 
In  ofdcr'to  afford  'the  ncceffary  time  for  the  call,  it  vCouldbcpiopcr 
that  he  flioiild  withdraw  his  original  lYiotion,  and  a  dclaf  of  at 
Icail  ten  days  or  a  fortfiTght  be  allowed  to  take  place  prev&ous  to  the 
difcu(ri..n.'    • 

Klf.  SIJMNER  faid,  that  brfore' the  Houfc  confented  to-maLe 
any  pnovificn'  for   difchargirig  the  frcrti  obligationis  of  his   Royal 
Higlmcfs,  he  thought  rt  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  knowhcrsr 
thcir  fornficr  gfants  had  Wn  applied.     Beftre  too  they  confented  to 
any  alienation  of  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  th6  purpoifir 
df  gradually  defraying  the  dcbr^,  it  would  be  neceffatf  for  thetn  to 
kn6w^  what  fum  w6ulii  be  adtfqaafe  f?)r*that  purpofc,  and  whether 
the  ap'piication  of  thirtjr  or  forty  thbiifartd  a  year  would  be  fuiEctcnr 
to  ex!lri2;uifh  thcW  within  anrrcaton;iblc'tlfne.     WitK  that  view  it 
wolfld'bc  prop^f^'to  alcertatri  tffc  extent  of  tKc  debtsi  with  rrfpc^f 
'tft'^T^rf'iillftiC  report  To  mtteh^uftuartd^  that  he  had  at  <rtRrcnt 
tTHfes'ttard'th'efff  ftdtM'to  anfiliiiftf  from  fisc  handf^d  thoufand,  ir> 
feVenteen  handfed'thouftirf'  pounds;     He  otijefted  to  the  phraie 
Aat  had'bSen  ufcd'by  an  honourable  gentleman,  **  that  the  mea- 
ifere WaS  the  moft  e^cfceptionable  mode  that  coi^ld  be  adopted/*^  as  if 
tfic^pTb^ifion  to'be'ma<fe  was  gi^nted  for  the  peffonal  gratification  ^ 
tife  Prirtc^  uf  V^)^ales,  and  hof  for  the  public  ptifpofe  of  fapportinj 
the  fpleh^^ir  attd  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  tothfe  BritKh  Crown. 
He  thought  alfo,  that  it  would  beT  proper  to  inquire  for  what  period 
of  the  tirhc'ddring  which  an  income  had  been  grailttd  to  his  Royaf 
ftfgfiMefi,  for  the  purpofc  of  fuppoftlng^  an  cflablilhnient  fuitable  to 
hls'rahk  and'dlgfiity,  that  eftSfbUflimcnt  had  adlially  been  kept  up, 
in'  ofdcr'  to  afccftairi  fof  what  piirpofes,  the  debts  which  they  -were 
now  called  upon  to  provide,  Had'lSecn  eontradled,  and  whether  they 
were  neceflarily  canhtidcd  by  his  Royal  Highnefs,    in  ordtr  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  his  exah^d  rank,  and  the  mutiiflceht  characler 
of  the  Britifh  nation,  * 

Mr.  BUTTON  faid,  that  he  had  never;  at  arty  foitricr  period; 
•xperieHced,  in  addrcfling  that'  Houfe,  fenfations  fo  painful  as  were 
thofc  wKicH  he  felt  in  the  prcfent  moment  There  wasr  no  man 
who"  erit(?rtain^d  more  ardent  lovalty  to  the*  King,  Of  atttu:htncm  to 
the  Cohftitution,  than  himfclf,  and  ort  tlits  Account  his  feeling 
were  only  tHe  more  acute  on  the  prefentf  occa^fton.  He  fhould  pro- 
ceed' ho  farther — bufKc  muft  cxprlrfs  the  decptfft  ilfgr<3t,  that  after 
the  nieiTagc  which  had  bctrt  inlSvterfin  the  jouriwls  of  1 78'7,  ittd 


rad  tatjie  Houfe,  fud\  ameflage.as  ^^d- been- tJn^t.'dayiei^t  down 
botild  have  made  its  appeavaince. 

General  SMITH  fajd,  th^it  it  appcarpd  to.him  Ihjitf  the^maU^v 

v'as  taken  up  in. a  point  of  vicw-.whidi  it  by  no  means  marUed.rr* 

le.  w96.a(loni(hed  at  one  comparifon  tbat  had  b^n  drawm  jbotwffn 

hs  (kuadonof  his  Royal  Highnefs  and  thittof  the  Princes .pfancyhcr 

ounny*     He  fxyuXd  take  upon  him  to  fay  ,that  .there  vifas  nothing 

n  p«nt  of  dttyavagancc  in  the  prcfcnt  inftance,  which  could»  in 

[yz  remotcft  degree,  juOify  fuch  a  comparifon.     He  waafowyin-* 

icrd,  that  after  a  .pledge,  had  been  gjvfathat  m  future  applicsttion 

b^)uld  b^  made,  (that  it;  fhould  have  t^cn  found  neceifary  ta  /Come 

'<*rii-a[d.with,afecond  demand  upon  the  Houfe,  to  make  pcovi(ion 

or  the  payment  pf  his.  debts.     He  ^as  Oruck.  with  ono. thing  that 

liad  faUea  from  the  right  honourably  gcn^lem(\n — namely,  <  that  the 

pioviiion  to  be  granted  to  his  JRoyal  Highnefs  would  be  lifidc^iRore 

thaa  what  had  been  granted  ,to.his  g^andfai^her,  though  the  difference 

if  times,  .and  the  advance -upon  all  articles  of  lining,  ..was  {uch.as 

ro  rendqr  250,000].   npw  not  more  than  equal  to  jthc  value  .of 

1 00,000].  .th^.     He.  was  afraid  if,  outof  the  incfime*.to>benow 

gfaoted  Co  his  Royal.  Highnefs,  a.  {n:Qvi(i.on.  was  to.  be  fet- apart  for 

defrayiBg  his  debts,,  tli  at.  die  confequepce  would  be,  that 'he  and 

his  Royal  conibrt  would  be  continually  jnyolyccl  in e)( pence. aiiderrw 

barrairmcnt.   .  It  would  be  iofrpolTihle  fi^.thpm  indeed  to  fv^pport 

f  Jrabiy  the  digi^ity  of  their  rank  and  (h^tion,  withoutatthc  fa.iie 

titnc  running  in  debt*     He  difapprpve d  of  gcndcmen  hokUpg  -out 

<ie  idea  ihat  the  provifion  no]W  to  be  gr^nt^.  wc^uld  have  thceffcd 

of  pinehtng  ijnc  4>oorand  loading  them  with  taxes.    ]  It^was.agreed 

on  all  handa,   that  a   liberal   provifion  ought  to  be  made,  for  his 

K<>Tal  Highnefs,  and  if  he  (hould  ftand  Tingle  jon  fhnt  point,*  he 

ft<\Jd  cnotcnd  that  the  provifion  granted  in  t;he-fiuft  inllance  ought 

V^  he  fuch,  as  'woiild  be  fully  adcqu3te  to.  fupport  him:  .in  theffplcn- 

^•ur  of  iiis  fituatioo. 

Mr.  BJJXTON  thought  that  the  right Jionourable  gentleman 
p'M  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country,  hom"  his  Royal 
H',5fincis  fliould  have  {jeen  fo  cpmrnittei^  by*  his^'iorhncr  plcHige,and 
(unfortunate  as  to  have  affcv^deJ  occafmn  (bri$he  prefont  application. 
Mr.  Cliancdlor,PITTfaid,  tl^ata^  the  Amotion  for  the  call  of 
fi-'  Houfe»  WQuld  bo  attended  .with  the  delay  of  a  fortnight, .  thrr^ 
Aild  be  fufEcient  lime  during  the  interval .  fcir  thefulleO  deJibc- 
-fi"n,  and  for  every  exi^anation  which,  the  fuVjcfi  ocightrreqUiK. 
Ws  was  not  tl>c  day  for  that  purpofc.      Some-topics  liqwever  had 
^fn  fuggcrtcd,  on  which  he  fliould  make  a  few  remarks.    « If  the 
iWc  dioug)it  ^t  wiic  to^jji^kcthc  ]H'OTifH>0  which  was  re^«Mcd 

T  f  a 
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he  would  appeal  to  their  own  feelings  and  judgement,  how  far  k 
would  be  prudent  to  enter  into  a  retrof^ft  of  that  fort  which  had  been 
fiigg^flcd,  and  whether  fuch  a  retrofpedl  would  not  increafe  the  di f- 
iiculty  and  embarraflinenty  which  mu(V  already  be  felt  from  the  na- 
ture  of  die  bufinefs.  After  what  was  paA,  it  would  indeed  be  pro- 
per for  the  Houfe  to  take  the  proviflon  for  the  extindion  of  the 
debts  into  thebr  own  hands,  and  he  (hould  fuggeft  a  propofitkn  for 
that  purpofe.  As  to  the  extent  of  the  debts,  about  which  the  pxAAv: 
reports  had  been  laid  to  be  fo  fluAuating,  ^re  could  fiatc,  that  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts  was  fomewhere  l)etwecn  fix  and  tcxcn 
hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  fo  many  chaiges  had  lately  fadlen  on  rbe 
civil  lift,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  burden  which  could  poflibly 
be  defrayed  from  that  quarter.  As  to  what  had  been  fuggeft^ed  by 
the  honourable  General,  that  the  provifion  for  defraying  the  debts, 
would  be  attended  with  a  defalcation  of  income  to  his  Royal  Higb- 
nefs,  he  certainly  admitted  that  fuch  would  be  the  h&jwf^nt  in  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  there  was  no  alternative  by  which  the 
inconvenience  might  be  avoided,  which  in  his  confcience  he  could 
propofe  tothe  Hoiife.  As  the  provifion  for  defraying  the  'debts  mult 
neceifarily  be  continued  till  the  objed  Ihould  be  accomplifhedy  it 
was  only  in  the  event  of  thedemife  of  the  Prince,  that  it  isrould  be- 
come a  burden  to  the  Public.  After  the  general  outline  which  had 
been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  he  would  recommend  to  them  to  paufe 
upon  the  fubjeS :  much  as  they  mi^t  r<^et,  and,  to  ufc  the  fe- 
vereft  term,  nuich  even  as  they  might  difapprove  what  was  paft, 
they  had  all  an  intereft  in  looking  forward.  They  had  an  intcrdi 
in  prefcrvtng  th^  hereditary  fucceffion,  and  in  fupporting  the  cha- 
radter  of  the  hereditary  Houfe  of  Brunfwick.  They  had  an  intcrcfi 
in  maintaining  die  charafter  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
as  a  branch  of  that  illuftrious  Houfe,  and  before  they  gave  way  to 
any  fcntiments  of  heat  or  refentment  on  the  occafion,  diey  would  da 
well  tQ  reRc&f  that  in  the  iflue  of  tlie  difcuflion  were  involved  the 
credit  of  the  hereditary  Monarchy,  and  confcqucntly  the  fafct}'  (A 
the  countrv. 

Mr.  MARTIN.  "  I  have  only  one  word  to  remark  on  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  has  juft  far  down. 
He  has  profefTed  much  zeal  for  the  prcfervation  of  die  hereditary 
Monarchy.  I  feel  that  zeal  as  ftrongly  as  he  does,  but  the  way 
which  appears  to  me  the  bed  calculated  to  preferve  the  hcreditaiy 
Monarchy,  is  to  prevent  it  from  being  oppreflive  to  the  people." 

Monday  fe'nnight  was  appointed  as  the  day  for  taking  the  roeflagc 
into  confideration. 

General  MACLEOD  adverted  to  a  quefiion  which  he  afkcd  o  n 
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fimner  dbqr  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  Whether  or  not/  diere  had 
been  vary  ad<fitioiial  allowance  by  the  order  of  His  Majedy  to  lion* 
oommiiTioned  officers  and  privates  of  ninepence  a  week,  on  account 
of  the  deamefs  of  provifions.  He  underflood  finee  thait  fuch  direc- 
tions had  been  given,  and  fetit  from  the  War  Office  to  the  different 
Cokxids  of  regiments  on  duty.  His  objed  was  to  know  the  terms 
of  that.  order>  letter,  or  whatever  it  was,  and  therefore  he  moved 
•*  That  a  copy  of  it  be  laid  on  the  table,*' 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  afked  the  queftion  on  a  former  day,  the  order  was 
not  made.  He  had  not  the  fmalleft  objeAkxi  now  to  comply  with 
the  motion,  which  was  then  of  courfe  agreed  to, 

TuefJaj,  aithjpnl. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  MAJOR  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill, 
^vi^g  a  difcretionary  power  to  Courts  to  grant  Cods  to  profecutors 
in  cafes  of  Mifderoeanpn  Granted. — ^The  bill  was  brought  in, 
and  read  a  firft  time.    ' 

Mr.  POWYS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remedy  dc 
fictent  Weights  and  falfe  Balances.— ^Granted.  The  bill  was  brought 
in,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  SPEAKER  dated  that  he  had  been  at  the  Upper  Houfc, 
where  the  Royal  aflent  had  been  given,  by  commiffion,  to  fever4 
public  and  private  bills. 

Tlie  Franking  Bill  was  paiTed. 

Mr.  BARHAM  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  modon, 
on  Monday,  for  papers  relati\;e  to  the  condud  of  the  Commanders, 
Sir  John  Jervis  and  Sir  Charles  Grey,  towards  the  French  in  tho 
Wcd-India  idands,  after  they  had  fubmltted  themfelves  to  the  Brio 
ti(h  troops.  He  diould  alfo  move  for  the  indru6lion$  given  to  thofe 
Commanders  for  the  proclamations  which  they  had  iflued,  and  for 
the  memorials  which  had  palTed  bet\sxen  them  and  their  officers, 
and  between  them  and  Miniders.  He  fliould  movb  for  thcfe  papers 
with  a  view  to  a  fubfequent  motion,  that  the  Houfe  diould  enter  into 
an  inquiry  with  refped  to  the  tranfadtions  to  which  they  related,  an 
inquiry  which,  in  the  prefent  moment,  became  peculiarly  important. 

Mr.  GREY  expreded  his  fatlsfa<f^ion  at  the  notice  which  had 
been  given  to  the  Houfe^  He  would  only  repeat  what  he  had  faid, 
diat  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  perfons,  whofe  conduA 
had  been  unjudly  attacked,  tlian  the  inquiry  which  was  ncm  propo- 
fed.  He  had  no  objedion  to  the  produ(£\ion  of  the  papers,  on  the 
contrary,  he  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  having  moved 
to  bring  them  forward.     He  diould  himfclf  have  occafion  to  move 
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Ibr  other .  p;HP^r$>  and  Ukeqifc  that  Hving  vJAAcjSTcs.  ip^t  be  called 
upon  in  die  coHrfe  of^the  iqqiMry.  ;Hc  wi(hod  tbat^l;hc  notice  had 
Wen  given  at  sm^  esurlier  periods  'n^cn.all.the  docutnents,  v^ch 
lycrcnow  requirQd>j»'erc  eqqsdly  in  exiftence.  .  Some  of  the  eSuxi^ 
vhofe  teiUmony-vf^  material yiwerc.?it  pcoTont  on  the  point  p(  laying 
the  oouotiyy.  j)\it  he  trufted  that  the  delay,  which  would  be  neppQaiy 
ix.,  tile  vindication  ef  th&  Cqii^n^ndcrs  ^un^ler  .whom  ,^iey  h^d  ifP(^9 
would  not  be  found  inoonipa(iblc,.with  the  .publie  Service^ 

fTedttifday, ' 2gfh 'April.  •    - 

General  MACLEOD  ga«c. notice,  th?t  tiev^quld  tOrWOfroat 
move  for  a  return  of  the  Britifli  forces,  including  theifpncibles. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  bill  to  prevent  the  ficalii^ 
of  dead  bodies  be  read  aifecond  tiine^Mr.  Mainwaring  moved, 
that  the  Hpofe  be  counted, .  wh$;n  there  being  09iy  ,^3  Mepibexs 
frjifeqtf  the|ioMie;idjounv;d. 

Thttffdffy^  3  of*  Jfrih 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Hqufp,  that  the  royal  ^ffent  Jiad 
been  given  toithe  Hair  Powder,  a^d  Indemnity  bills,  ^aod  to  fcycr^l 
private  bills. 

Mr.  T.  GRENYILLE  ftatcd,  that  as  it  was  not  Hs  intemtion 
to  give  the  Hou(b  any  farther  trouble  with  refppd  to  die  bill  foe 
amending  the  z&  for  the  trial  of  controverted  cledions,  be  con* 
ceivcd  it  to  be  neceflary  to  (hte  the  xcafops  which  had  induced 
him  to  ^dopt  this  intention.  It  had  been  generally jcoinplained, 
that  the  atteiidanpe  of  Membeis  oq  the  days  on  which;  Elediion 
Committees  were  to  be  balloted  for,  had  been  eKtremcly  lax. 
lliis  was  9  grievance  which  he  wifhed  to  retnedy^  \»ithout«  how- 
ever, injuring  the  great  and  ^cpefkial  provifions  of  Mr.  Grcnyillc's 
AA-  To  rigorous  mcafures  for  ^forcing  an  attei^^aoc^c  pf  JVIcm- 
bers  he  did  not  wjlfa  to  recur.  As  fo  m^uiy  gentlemen,  howevc^, 
had  e3i:[Mneircd  a  wi(h  that  Mr.  Qreoyillc's  Ad  ihould  re;pain  with- 
out alteration,  and  fuch  a  fpirit  had  difcovercd  itfclf,jn.the  Houf<; 
with  rcfpcft  to  enforcing  attendance  on  Election  Comwittces^  that 
he  conceived  the  (landing  orders  would  befu.fficicnt  for  the  purpofci 
and,  conCcquently,.,that  the  regulations  which  he  Iwd  propo(cd  by 
the  nw  bill  would  iio  longer  be  neceffary.  He  thcrcfojre  moved, 
that  the  bill  be  poftponed  for  fix  months.     Agreed  to. 

General  MACLEOD  mpvcd  for  a  rctur;)  of  the  number  of 
trcops  in  Great  Britain.  He  anucipatcd  one  objcd^ion  to  his  mo- 
iion,  namely,  that  fudi  a  return  would  have  the  effc6l  to  give  in- 
formation to  the  enemy.    But  he  was  afTurcd  tluit  the  tnpnw  w^rc 


already  in  pof&ffiM  of  more  accuwtc  intbrmatlon  off  the  fubjcft, 
than  even  the  Members  of  that  Houfe.  Befides,  fuch  a  difclofiire,' 
however,  cOuld  not  be  detrimental  to  the  country,  if  that  f6rcc 
were  on  a^pmpef  cftaWJffiiinent.*  lAt  concluded  T)y  moving;  that 
there  (bould  be  laid  before  thte  Hoiife'an  aceountof  thfe  latcft  gene* 
lal  return  of  land 'forces  ferving  in  Great  Britain,  includJng  cavaliy,, 
inferttiy,  fcndbles*,*  n^tlftiay  $c. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  the  honoorabte  gentlensm  YhA 
ecrtadnlj^ anticipated'  the  objeAion  which  -he  meant  to  have  madii^ 
Soch  a  motion  as  he  had'now  prt^pofed,  was  by  no  means  comtnonl 
in  time  of  wan 

CotenelMAITLANDfaid;  that  hefuppofcd  thet*je«  of  hi* 
honouraUe  ftfcndln  bringing  ferwand  the  •  motion,'  was,  toaptMizer 
d)e  people  of  Great  Brkain  of  the  extent  of  the  burden  whSch  tHsf 
had  to  bear.  He  hoped,  however;  that  be  would  wtdMlraw  it  for 
thepTefeiK,  tn'ordifer'to  bring  it  forward  sn^  more  confined ifaape. 

GenerarMiVCLEOD  ftid^  that  as  he  had  moved  only  for  ufe^ 
turn  oT  the  nutnber  of  the  troops;  and'  not  for  any  information  witH 
i^pcft  cither  to  their  ftation  or  the  manner  in  which  they*  were 
tD-be  employed^  Ke  had  Hoped'there  would  have  been  noobje^on 
tbHis*mo!fon. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  flated,  dbat  hs  ilill  perfified'  vk  his  o%c^ 
dons; 

MV:  FOX  ftid,  that  the  motion  w^is>  highly  proper  bbth  ihapo* 
lictcd  and'economical  pohit'of '  view.  He  adduced*feveralin(6tnces 
in  the. American  5»«r,  \x\  which  fudi  motions  hadbeenxnad^^  and 
had  always  becfi^'grantedi 

Thrinotien  ^ms  negatived. 

The  bill  for' granting  a  relief  to  innkeepers  War  committed. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  {feted,  diat  the-  objed  of  the  pre(ent  bill 
wsk^togive  fonrt;  relleF  to  the  innkeepers^  who  were  much  aggrieved 
by  the  quartering  of  foldiers  upon  them.  A  Committee  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the  loiTes-fudained  by  the 
innheepets  ;  die  Committee  hffd  prefented  their  report,  and  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  prefcnt  Committee  on  the  bilj.  The  charges  • 
towitfeli  the  innkeepers  had  l)cen*fubjefted  by  thc^quarteringofYol- 
dicTs  on  them,  had  eviftcd'  for  more  than'  a  century;  A  great  adl 
dition,  however,  had  been  madeto  thei^  charges,  and  irwas  fhxn 
*is  additionaCexpencr  that  it  was  hit  wifh  to  relicve-thcmi  The 
charges  divided  themfelves  into  the  followir^  heads' :- 

J.  Troops  ihtioned  in  quarters;  Otr  this  head  dierewas  a 
bft  to  the  innkeepers  of  jd:  on  eapH-  man.  '  - 

2»  Expcnce  of  fumifbing  lodgings. 
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3*  Expend  of  fornifliing  falt^  pepper^  fire,  atid  cooking  utenfiU 
to  the  foldiers. 

There  was  alfo  anodier  fpecies  of  eicpence«-«<xpenceof  immtain- 
ing  the  horfes^  On  this  liead  there  was  a  Ic^  to  the  innkcepcis  of 
6d.  on  each  horfe.  The  innkeepers  were  under  the  neccffity  of 
fumifhing  to  foldiers  three  meals  a  day— <^tD  the  cavalry  for  6d.  a 
day,  to  the  infantry  for  4d.  a  day,  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  eadi. 
This  regulation  was  founded  on  the  original  laws,  by  which  it  was 
intended  that  the  innkeepers  (hould  bear  part  of  the  burden.  The 
lots  ilated  to  accrue  on  the  boarding  of  each  man  was  fixteen  penoci 
a  flatement  certainly  not  imnnoderate,  when  gentlemen  itcc^eded 
the  great  tncreafe  in  the  price  of  the  nccellaries  of  life.  In  the 
oonfideration  o£  this  fubjefi,  the  Houfe,  however,  wot^d  not  tor* 
gtt  that  ibme  advantages  had  been  obtained  by  the  innkeepers  bj 
the  ere£lion  of  barracks,  and  that  no  lofs  accrued  to  them  while  the 
troops  were  in  camp.  If  the  Committee  aAed  ftri^y,  they  woul4 
grant  an  addition  of  three  pence  where  the  loft  amounted  to  fix 
pence-— of  five  pence  where  it  amounted  to  ten  pence,  and  of  fix 
pence  where  it  amounted  to  one  fhilling*  On  each  horfe,  the  fum 
of  three  pence  where  the  lofs  amounted  to  fix  pence,  and  of  fix 
pence  where  it  amounted  to  one  fhilling.  This  the  Committee 
would  do,  if  they  adled  flri£ily ;  but  from  a  confideration  of  the 
loflTcs  of  the  innkeepers,  he  wifhed  to  turn  the  fcale  in  their  fiivour* 
On  this  account  he  meant  to  propoTo  an  addition  of' two  pence, 
where  the  lofs  was  dated  to  be  tliree  pence :  on  infimtry,  an  ad<fi- 
tion  of  fix  pencci  where  tlic  lofs  was  flatcd  to  be  one  fhilling ;  on 
each  horfe,  an  addition  of  four  pence  halfpenny  to  the  fixpence  al- 
ready allowed  by  Government.  There  were  fome  regulations  alfo 
that  would  tend  to  prevent  recruiting  parties  from  living,  as  he 
underfbod  they  did  now,  nearly  on  free  quarters. 

Mr.  PLUMER  thought  that  the  bill  fhould  continue  in  (okm 
for  a  year  after  the  war. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wifhed  the  bill  to  have  a  retrofpedHve  effca. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  produce 
this  effe^. 

Mr.  BAKER  conceived,  diat  as  the  Mutiny  bill  was  annual, 
the  prefent  bill  ought  alfo  to  be  annual.  In  the  general  principk 
of  the  bill  the  Committee  fcemcd  to  concur. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  Mr.  Baker's  fi^geflion  was  a 
very  proper  one. 

After  ibme  ferther  convcrfation, 

Cajkaun  BERKLEY  propofcd,  as  a  claufc  to  the  prefcm  Wif 
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that  Magiftratcs  (bould  be  authorifed  to  regulate  the  price  of  poft- 
horfes. 

It  being  objeded  to  this  prcpoiition,  that  the  claufb  was  not  at 
all  conneded  with  the  prefent  bill,  it  was  withdrawn^  and  Captain 
Berkeley  (aid  that  he  would  bring  in  a  feparate  bill  for  the  purpofe. 

The  Innkeepers*  bill  was  then  comnuttedy  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported tD-monow. 

General  SMITH  moved,  *'  That  an  addrefs  to  His  Majeftjr 
fnould  be  prcfented,  for  the  eredtion  of  a  monument  Co  Captain 
Faulknor  in  St.  Paul's,  inftead  of  Weftminfter  Abbey.*'  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  fomc  uhforefeen  circumftances  had  oc- 
curred iince  he  gave  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  recall  of  Earl 
Fitxwilliam,  which  induced  him  to  defer  his  motion  to  a  future  day. 
He  therefore  moved  for  the  difcharge  of  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  the  fubjedl  into  conflderation  to-morrow,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  would  make  his  motion  on  Tuefday  fe'nnight. 

* 
Friday f   \Jl  May, 

Proceeded  on  the  private  bills  before  the  Houfe. 

Th&  report  of  the  Eau  Brink  Drainage  bill  was  brought  up. 
On  the  que(Uon  that  the  amendments  be  read  a  fecond  time,  the 
Houfc  divided. 

Ayes,  38;     Noes,  10. 

A  divifion  alfo  took  place  on  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  re-com« 
mitted,  after  which  the  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mondayy  i^th  May. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  prcfented  to  the  Houfe,  a  petition  of  the 
planters  and  merchants  of  the  Brit!(h  Weft-India  iflands,  which 
^^  read ;  fetting  forth. 

That,  with  deep  regret,  the  petitioners  obferve,  that,  having  re- 
peatedly delivered  memorials  to  His  M^jeAy's  MIniften,  refpe^ing  the 
proclatnations  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  JerTis,  iflued  in  May 
1794,  an  anfwer  was  officially  communicated  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Weft-Indian  meeting  on  Friday  the  i  fl  of  May,  ftating,  that  retributioa 
being  dire^ed  to  be  made  of  fums  paid  as  contribution  under  the  procla- 
mations alluded  to,  thofe  proclamations  may  be  confidered  as  annulled^ 
and  thus  implying  that  no  farther  ilep  is  thought  necelTary  to  be  taken  ; 
ind  the  petitioners  conceive^  that  principles  and  declarations  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary and  alarmine  a  nature,  as  thofe  promulgated  by  Sit-  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  May  the  loth  and  iid,  17949  by  proelama- 
tion  (the  ordinary  and  authentic  vehicle  of  national  authority,  lend- 
ments,  and  refblutionsi  when  addrelTcd  to  foreign  powers  and  to  a  boiliie 
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people)  cannot  be  done  away,  or,  as'to  their  effedb  and  coniequences, 
annulled  by  limple  recributiun  of  exat^^ion^i,  and  by  mere  forbearance  of 
farther  oppreflion  :  That  the  pctltianers  coiilidcr  the  proclamatjons  and 
adb  alluded  to  as  having  renewed,  if  uotoriglnatedy  a  lyflcm  of  warfare 
thrt)Ughoat  the  Well  Indies,  novel  as  unjull  in  iispritictples,  ruinous  in 
its  operation  J,  and  teirible  in  the  confequencvs,  A'hich  the  malignaQt 
fpiric  of  rctaliatim  ever  fuperadds  to  the  ori«rinaI  example  of  wrongs: 
That  former  apprchen lion's  entertained  on  this  fulijtf^^it  by  the  petitioners 
have  already  been  verified,  hodile  attacks  have  b^cn  made  on  Bnti(h 
Weil-Indian  iflands^  and  the  animolity  with  tvhich  invafions  appear  to 
have  been  conduded,  in  agreement  with  the  vindidivc  jpirit  Cijwn  in 
the  proclamations  ilTued  by  the  French  Commiiliuncrs  in  February  179S, 
refers,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mil^aken,  to  thofe  pnKbmarions,  to 
which  the  petitioners  have  prefumed  repeatedly  to  call  the  aitcntion  of 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  of  which  they  hope  for  a  difavowaU  of  a 
nature  the  mod  public,  and  from  authority  the  mod  refpef^ahle ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  the  national  chara^cr  and  public 
interefls  are  deeply  concerned  in  fuch  difavowal,  and  pray  for  luch  relief 
as  to  the  Houfe  may  feem  meet.      *' 

'    Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  movcvi,  *'  That  an  humble  Ad  iref?  be  prcfcnted  to 
'*  His  iVIajcfty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plcifcv'  rogivc  dii*rcHons, 
**  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  icc(/ant  ^^f  the  Hiffercnt 
'*  fums  of  money  that  hive  been  p?ir]  to  the  Kmpcrjr,  or  the 
**  Commanders  of  His  Imperial  Majefly's  forces,  at  diffcrent 
**  times,  during  the  prefcnt  war  j  together  wirli  the  dates  of  fiidi 
'*  payments.**     Ordered. 

Mr.  BARHAM  fiicl,  that  imprcflTcd  as  he  wns  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  tafk  he  had  undertake  en,  and  feeling,  'is  he  inuft, 
the  weaknefs  of  the  hands  into  which  it  had  ftlii  n,  iiC  ff>fe,  not 
indeed  without  anxiety,  on  his  own  account,  but  in  L«.n::  'jtcc  that 
the  ftrength  of  the  caufc  would  out-balance  the  we  .".^  ^^:<  of  the 
advocate,  and  that  at  any  rate  he  could  not  f^il  in  c.illii>^  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjeft,  on  which  no  man  wo  ih^  deny  that 
there  cxiilcd  doubt  enough  to  ju^ify  inquiry.  He  hnd  been  afked 
why  he  had  fo  long  delayed  bringing  tliis  bufincfs  forw.ird,  and 
why  thofe  fuppofed  to  be  implicated  in  it  had  been  fufFcred  fo  long 
10  remain  under  imputation,  but  without  an  accufcr.  To  this  he 
muft  anfwer,  that  neither  had  fuch  imputations  been  caft  by  him, 
nor  did  he  now'  ftand  up  as  an  accufer.  When  he  had  mentioned 
the  fubjed  firft,  he  ftated  that  he  did  fo  on  public  report  merely,  as 
to  the  truth  of  which  he  could  fay  nothing,  but  which  being  fo  ge- 
nerally difFufed,  even  if  falfe,  he  confidered  it  as  highly  important 
to  the  country  that  it  (hould  be  publicly  examined,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  publicly  refuted.  If  calunmy,  then,  there  had  been,  it 
^raB  no  calumny  of  his,  wbofe  objed  was  to  brixig  the  matter  to  £ur 
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invcfligaition  atid  proof.  He  owned,  that  mentioning  this  fubjeA 
in  this  manner,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  it  received  with  fome  de- 
gree of  ^perity  by  thofe  who  profclfcd  to  have  the  fame  objeft. 
Such  afperiry  was  by  him  little  felt,  and  readily  forgot.  On  his 
fide,  he  muft  however  fay,  that  afperity  there  had  been  none,  and 
none  there  fhould  be,  and  whatever  mode  of  proceeding  could  be 
pointed  out  as  the  moft  refpedtful  to  the  parties  concerned,  would 
be  that  which  he  ihould  moft'  approve.  On  the  prefent  night,  he 
certainly  did  not  ofier  himfelf  as  an  accufer;  for  till  the  papers 
were  produced,  it  was  impoflible  to  fay  what  they  might  prove.— 
They  might,  perhaps,  (hew  at  once,  that  all  that  had  been  report- 
ed was  fabrication  and  falfehood,  and  that  the  Commanders  had  on 
this  occafion  done  nothing  to  tarnifh  their  laurels  or  fully  their  fair 
fiune.  Should  this  appear  on  their  produdion,  few  men  would  re- 
joice more  than  himfelf ;  and  tlic  Houfe  would  hardly  think  its 
time  had  been  walled,  which  had  given  an  opportunity  of  removing 
reproacii  from  the  charaders  of  thofc  whofc  lives  were  devoted  to 
their  countiy ;  and  refcuing  the  country  itfclf  from  imputations 
hardly  more  fatal  to  its  honour  than  injurious  to  its  interefis.  He 
proceeded  to  ftate  the  feveral  conildcrations  which,  in  moving  for 
papers,  ought  to  be  chiefly  regarded.  Firft,  whether  fuch  papers 
could  be  granted  without  danger  ox  inconvenience  difproportioned  to 
the  advantage  expefled  from  their  produ(5lion.  On  this  occafion, 
he  was  fati^ed  that  no  fuch  objection  could  be  made. 

Nert  it  (hould  appear  that  they  were  moved  for  with  fomcobjeft ; 
cither  the  immediate  fatisfe<3ion  of  the  Houfe,  or  with  a  view  to 
fome  ulterior  pnxeeding  ;  and  fuch  was  evidently  the  prefent  cafe. 

The  Houfe  (hould  moreover  be  fatisfied  that  the  fubjeS  had  not 
been  brought  into  doubt  on  light  and  idle  furmifes,  but  on  folid  and 
f  ibftantial  grounds.  What  were  the  grounds  on  the  prefent  ocica- 
rv>n?  The  unanimous  voice  of  the  Colonies,  who,  though  ufed  in 
time  of  war  to  be  in  the  front  of  danger,  declared,  that  by  the 
treatment  of  the  French  iflands,  they  were  now  expofcd  to  appre- 
heniions  unknown  before,  and  that  by  this  treatment  a  new  kind  of 
irar  had  been  kindled  among  tiiem,  in  which  they  had  to  fear  not 
only  for  their  temporary  fafety,  but  their  very  exiftence.  Concur- 
ring with  thefe  was  the  voice  of  our  enemies  who  accufed  us,  in  the 
fecc  of  the  world,  of  fuch  adis  as  the  laws  of  war  altogether  difal-^ 
low.  There  were  befides  various  applications  which  were  known 
to  have  been  made  to  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  on  the  fubjed,  both 
br  thepisties  aggrieved  and  thofe  who  feared  to  be  the  viSims  of  re- 
taliation -,  \nd  there  wa»  this  dav  laid  on  the  table  a  petition  from 
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a  veiy  numerous  and  refpe^bble  bodyi  and  prefented  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  city  of  London. 

But  above  all,  in  afldng  for  papers,  it  (hould  appear  that  the 
fubjeA  to  which  they  relate  was  of  fufficient  importance.  Would 
this  be  denied  on  th^  prefent  occaiion  P  Did  it  not  involve  the  fame, 
honour,  and  humanity  of  the  Britifh  charafler  ?  Its  fame,  never  to 
be  fo  jufUy  eflimated  as  by  its  uTe  of  vidory  ;  its  honour,  to  be 
tried  by  its  fidelity  to  engagements  ;  its  humanity,  by  its  condufi  to 
the  opprefledandi  unfortunate.  Painful  as  the  queftion  mi^tbc, 
it  was  to  be  afked,  whether  or  not  thofe  folitary  fuccefles  which,  in 
the  laft  campaign,  alone  relieved  us  from  the  contemplation  of  un- 
interrupted difafiers,  have  not,  by  the  ufe  that  has  been  made  of 
them,  brought  us  into  more  difgrace  than  could  have  happened  from 
any  failure  or  defeat  ?  Such  were  the  confiderations  ^ith  regard  to 
our  character  ;  with  regard  to  our  intereft,  they  were  hardly  U& 
forcible.  To  this  condudt  \t  was  alledged  we  owed  already  the  lofs 
of  one  of  thefe  iflands,  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  our  blood,  and 
poflefTed  at  the  expence  of  our  charader.  From  the  fame  caufe  it 
ivas  alledged  that  we  might  (hortly  exped  the  lofs  of  the  reft  ;  while 
ourowo  iflands  were  left  under  the  dreadful  apprehenfion  of  an  ag- 
gravated retaliation. 

One  more  confideration  he  could  not  help  preffing  on  the  Houfe. 
At  a  time  when  the  war  feemed  to  be  carried  on  rather  from  feclii^ 
of  animofity  than  from  inducements  of  intereft,  nothing  could  tend 
fo  fafely,  fo  honourably,,  and  fo  dire£tly ,  to  the  attainment  of  peace, 
as  that  which  would  ferve  to  dimini(h  the  inveteracy  of  the  war. 
It  was  not  here  unworthy  of  us  to  look  at  the  example  even  of  an 
enemy,  when  it  was  an  example  of  humanity  and  moderatioo.— 
Had  they  not  fhewn  this,  with  regard  to  their  army  in  Spain,  vido- 
rious,  indeed,  but  which  had  difgraced  their  vidhiries  by  the  ill  ufe 
of  them  i  He  did  not  fay  ttiat  this  was  our  cafe  ;  but  when  we  were 
accufed  of  it,  it  was  Rt  we  (hould  inquire ;  which,  at  any  rate, 
would  fbew  our  enemy  that  if  the  war  was  to  be  continued,  it  (hould 
be  continued  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  and  not  for  the  fake  of  plun- 
der and  fpoil.  Mr.  Barham  concluded  with  making  his  motions 
for  copies  of  the  proclamatipns,  &c. 

.  Mr.  MANNING  rpfe  to  fecond  the  motion.  In  order  to  fhew 
that  no  charge  of  delay  attached  to  them  in  bringing  forward  the  fub- 
jedt,  he  mentioned  that  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Wefl-India 
merchants  ;  that  they  had  prefented  one  memorial  on  the  28th  of 
Auguft,  I794>  and  a  fecond  in  the  month  of  February,  17959 
and  had  received  no  anfwer  from  Nfinifters  till  within  thc(e  four 
days.     The  proclamation  iffued  by  the  Commanders  led  to  a  fjfiem 
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of  general  confifcadon.     Meafures  had  indeed  been  taken  to  reflore 
the  property,  but  thefe  had  been  conveyed  in  a  private  and  confi- 
dential way.     The  perfons  concerned  were  not  fatisfied  with  this 
mode  of  proceeding :  they  aiked  why,  a  diredi  and  open  avowal  of 
d)e  original  fyAem  was  not  adopted,  in  order  that  it  might  be  con- 
veyed to  foreign   nations.     At  prefent  the  obnoxious  proceedings 
were  Aill  confidered  as  public  a6ts,  and  the  obje£t  of  the  propofed 
inveftigation  was  to  obtain  a  clear  and  diftindt  difavowal  of  them 
on  the  part  of  this  country.     Mr.  Manning  here  referred  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Commanders  on  the  loth  of  Nfay,   1794.— 
He  quoted  the  King's  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January,  whidi 
profnifed  to  thofe  iflands  which  (hould  fubmit  themfelves,  perfonal 
fecurity,  and  fecurity  for  their  property.     How  well  the  latter  pro- 
inife  had  been  kept,  would  appear  from  the  proceedings  that  had 
adually  taken  place.     He  had  laft  year  concurred  in  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jenr'is,  for  their  naval 
and  military  conduA  ;  in  the  capacity  of  Commanders,  he  highly 
approved  of  their  gallantry  and  exertions.     Their  fubfequent  con- 
duct, however,  appeared  to  him  to  call  for  inquiry.     In  that  con- 
dud,  fomething  might  be  traced  like  a  juftification  of  the  late  pro- 
clamation of  the  French  Commander,  and  probably  the  new  fort  of 
war  carried  on  in  the  iflands,  yv^s  only  a  retaliation  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  firft  taken  place   under  Britiih  aufpices.     If  w^ 
looked  to  Conde  and  Valenciennes,  nothing  like  conflfcation  or 
contribution  had   been  adopted,  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thofc  places.     Nothing  of  that  fort  had  taken  place  in  Tobago.— 
The  proclamation,  with  rcfpedl  to  its  local  operation,  had  indeed 
been  annulled  by  the  meafures  taken  to  reftore  the  confifcated  pro- 
perty ^  hut  with  refpeft  to  the  chara<?^er  of  this  countiy,  it  could 
only  be  annulled  by  a  public  difavowal. 

Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  was  aware  that  if  his  Ma- 
jcfty  $  Minifters  were  to  give  their  negative  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's motion,  the  conduA  of  thefe  gallant  officers  would  be  liable 
to  this  conftrudion — that  "  the  imputations  which  had  been  cir- 
culated were  well  founded,  and  that  Minifters  wilhed  to  ftifle  in- 
quiry. With  refped  to  thefe  meritorious  commanders,  he  wa$ 
ready  to  declare  that  nothing  could  bring  him  to  concur  in  any  infi- 
nuation  that  might  be  made  againft  the  chara<acrs  of  either  of  them. 
It  was  impofliible  for  him  to  forget  the  pleafant  moments  he  had 
fpcnt  in  contemplating  the  trophies  tliey  had  fent  home,  or  to  con- 
fcnt  to  tear  the  laurels  from  their  brows,  which  they  had  fo  gril- 
lantly  acquired.  If  any  part  of  their  condu^Sl  was  not  ftric^ly  cor* 
left,  heftiould  feel  a  ftrong  inclination  to  put  themoft  lilcral  cv^n-t 
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ftru^on  upon  it.     A  corredl  account  of  the  memorial  had  not  been 
given  by  the  honourable  mover  and  feconder  of  this  motion.    So 
early  as  May  or   June  laft  year,  reprefentations,  it  was  true,  had 
been  received  by  MiniAets  rdative  to  the  conduA  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis/  but  as  no  information  had  been  received 
from  either  of  tbefe  OiEcers,  the  (zQb  that  had  been  laid  bcfeic 
Minifters  were  returned  to  the  Wefl  Indies,  accompanied  with  com- 
ments ibited  hypothetically.     It  gave  him  lingular  fatisiadion  id 
feflefl  that  the  anfwer  was  hypothetical^  bccaufe  the  event  had 
ffoyed   that  there  was  no  foundation  for  die  moft  weighty  of  the 
chaiges  adduced  againd  thefe  two  Commanders.     No  alkifion  what- 
ever had  been  made  to  the  caufe  of  the  proclamations  in  queftion. 
The  fkfty  in  point  of  date,  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  immediate 
fubnufliMi  of  the  iilands.     Prote6tion  to  perfons  and  property  was 
of  courfe  pvomifed,  as  an  inducement  to  an  immediate  furrcnder. 
The  inhabitants  did  not  however  comply  with   the  terms  of  that 
podamation ;  on  the  contrary,  they  made  a  deTperate  refinance, 
lind  every  inch  of  ^und  was  obtained  by  dint  of  fighting.   Thefe 
iflands  were  not  therefore  taken  poflfeflion  of  in  confequence  of  thi» 
invitation,  but  by  conqueft.     This  circumftance  made  the  appli- 
cation of  the  laws  of  war  to  them  ilridly  juftifiable.     Under  thde 
ciicumftances, '  he  believed  it  would  not  be  difputed  diat  there  ex- 
ited'a  right  of  booty  on  the  part  of  the  captors.     On  the  fxtent  to 
which  this  booty  had  been  carried,  and  the  laws  of  conqueft  had 
been  or  might  be  carried,  he  fliould  be  totally  filent. 

Although  he  acceded  to  the  motion  as  it  now  flood,  he  begged 
leave  to  enter  his  proteil  againft  inAituting  an  inquiry  to  the  extent 
that  had  been  hinted  at,  or  what  would  probably  be  expeded  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  oppolite  to  him  (Mr.  Grey).  Such  a  mea- 
fure  would  lead  to  a  tedious  inveftigation,  and  to  an  examination  of 
the  officers  who  had  ferved  under  the  Commanders  alluded  to,  and 
could  not  be  productive  of  any  pra6tical  good.  It  was  natural  to 
fiippofe  diat  fueh  an  examination  would  be  propofed  by  diat  honour- 
able gentleman,  whofe  father  had  acquitted  himfelf  in  a  manner 
that  had  produced  the  thanks  of  the  country  ;  but  it  was  his  duty 
to  flate,  that  thofe  officers  were  employed  on  fcrvices  of  the  moft  ft- 
rious  nature,  and  that  any  call  on  them  would,  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment, deprive  the  country  of  their  fervices.  Beiides,  the  Gazette 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  fuperfedethe 
neceffity  of  fuch  an  examination.  His  reafon  for  objecting  to  a 
public  difavowal  ^'as,  that  he  was  confident  it  would  be  impofiible 
to  publifti  any  general  propofition  on  the  fubjcft  of  the  rights  of 
war,  which  depended  to  much  on  ciicumftances  and  fituadons.     In 
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addition  to  this,  he  faid^  many  adions  on  the  fubje^t  of  thefe  cap^ 
tares  had  been  indituted  in  the  Admiralty  Court.      It  would,  there- 
fore, be  highly  improper  to  prejudge  thofe  prcx:eedings,  by  coming 
to  a  decilion  in  this  place.      He  did  imagine  that  the  letter  written 
by  a  noble  Duke  (his  Grace  of  Portland)  would  have  been  final  and 
fatisfaAory  on  this  fubjecSt.     This  letter,  in  anfwer  to  the  memor 
rials  that  had  been  tranfmitted  to  the  noble  Duke  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  proclamations  above  mentioned,  aflurcd  the  memorialifts,  that 
as  foon  as  Government  were  acquainted  witli  the   import  of  thefc 
proclamations,  they  fcnt  dire^^ions  to  the  Weft  Indies,  which  were 
fo  clearly  uaderftood,  that  the  money  that  had  been  levied  was  im-, 
mediately  reftored,  and  the  proclamation  could  not  but  be  confidered 
as  annulled.     Notwithftanding  the  petition  that  had  been  prefented, 
and  the  private  letters  that  had  been  quoted   in  proof  of  the  alarm 
that  pervaded  the  Weft- India  iflands,  the  Affembly  of  Martinique^ 
fo  far  from  entertaining  any  afperity  againft  Sir  Charles  Grey,  had 
come  to  a  refolution  cxprclTive  of  their  gratitude,  and  had  voted  him 
a  fervicc  of  plate  and  a  fword.      It  was  therefore  incredible  that 
fiich  animofity  citifted  as  had  been  afferted.     No  man  would,  he 
hoped,  have  the  effrontery  to  contend,  that  the  infurredion  of  the 
French  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  rebellion  of  the  Caribs, 
originated  in  the  pnxrlamations  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jervis.     Neither  could  the  dcfcent  of  a  privateer  s  crew  on  the  ifland 
of  Grenada,  for  the  purpofes  of  plunder,  be  imputed  to  thefe  pro- 
clamations.     In  agreeing  to  the  prefcnt  motion,  Mr.  Dundas  faid, 
he  dcfircd  he  might  not  be  undcrftood  as  concurring  in  the  flighteft 
dtgree  in  any  meafure  that  had  a  tendency  to  convey  a  cenfure  on 
the  onduftof  two  gallant  officers,  who  had  fo  juftly  obtained  dc- 
momirations  of  the  gratitude  of  their  country  for  their  meritorious 
fervices. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  there  appeared  to  him  that  a  confiderable 
dsTgrce  of  diflSculty  had  been  introduced  into  the  difcuflion  of  the 
fabjcft  before  the  Houfe,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
treated.  He  certainly  was  a  friend  to  inquiry  in  general,  but  he 
was  not  fo  blindly  ;  he  thought  that  it  was  neceflfary  at  all  times  that 
fome  reafons  fhould  be  ftated  to  (hew  the  propriety  of  inquiry  into 
the  condud  of  any  perfons  whom  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to 
bring  under  difcuflion.  The  honourable  Mover  of  the  prefent  mo- 
tion had  fiated  no  points  in  the  condu6^  of  the  two  gallant  Com- 
manders^ whicK  had  led  him  to  inftitute  an  inquiry,  or  had  afforded 
Uin  grounds  of  condemnation.  The  honourable  Seconder  of  the 
motbn  had  indeed  advanced  fome  objedions  to  their  conduA ;  fome 
of  which  he  had  founded  on  wteit  appeared  to  him  to  be  fa£b,  and 
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Others  on  matters  of  opinion,  With  rcfpcA  to  the  obje6Hor»  on  the 
grounds  of  opinion,  the  principal  of  which  was>  that  he  confidcrcd 
booty  as  by  no  means  the  proper  reward  for  the  zeal  and  fcrviccs  ci 
the  military,  but  that  other  more  honourable  and  fatisfaciory  rewards 
ought  to  be  granted  to  them. — As  far  as  this  was  ftatcd  as  a  general 
and  abftrad  propofition,  he  might  poflibly  feel  himfclf  inclined  to 
agree  with  that  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  it  (hould  be  remembered 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  not  fming  as  an  aflembly  delegated 
by  a  number  of  different  and  Independent  nations  to  adjuft  the  code 
of  the  law  of  nations,  to  amend  it&  precepts,  and  regulate  thccdnduii 
of  thofc  who  were  to  be  governed  by  it.  The  queftion  was  not 
what  was  proper,  or  what  was  confiftent  with  the  dictates  of  reafon, 
but  what  had  been  admitted  by  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations  in  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  war.  Though,  therefore,  he  might  be  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  law  of  nations  might 
be  cpnfiderably  ameliorated,  and  brought  nearer  to  the  perfect  ftan- 
dard  of  juAice,  by  preventing  the  feizure  of  booty  in  all  cafes,  ytt 
as  conHfcatipn  and  booty  had  been  invariably  the  pra&icc  of  war  in 
all  jiges  and  in  all  countries,  it  was  impolTible  to  judge  of  the  prefent 
cafe  otherwife  than  on  the  maxims  which  had  been  fo  univcrfallv 
admitted.  The  reafoning  of  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
equally  apply  to  the  Manilla  ranfom  and  to  every  other  cafe  of  con- 
queft,  either  made  by  this  country  or  againft  tliis  country,  as  to  the 
prefent  cafe.  As  to  the  fadls  brought  fonnard  by  the  honourable 
ieconder  of  the  motion,  if  die  ftatement  he  had  advanced  were  ac- 
airate,  and  the  fafts  themfelves  true,  there  would  indeed  be  ground 
of  blame.  If^  as  it  had  been  dated,  fpecific  promifes  had  been  made 
in  the  proclamation  of  January,  which  were  afterwards^  broken  br 
Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  Jervis,  then  indeed  there  would  be  feiiou% 
caufc  of  condemnation  \  but  it  appeared  to  him  after  an  attentive 
penifal  of  that  proclamation,  that  all  the  promifes  contained  in  ir 
were  perfeftly  conditional ;  it  was  equally  clear  to  him  that  none  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Martinique  had  been  induced  to  come  in  under 
thofc  promifes,  and  that  the  conqued  of  that  ifland  was  a  conquefi 
by  force  and  by  ftorm  ;  this  then  being  the  cafe,  no  promife  was 
left,  and  ik)  breach  of  &ith  could  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  An  allufion  had  been  made  to  the  different  mode 
of  condud  obferved  at  Valenciennes :  to  this  a  very  ftiort  anfwcr 
only  was  neceffary*;  Valenciennes  was  not  taken  by  ftorm  and  Mar- 
tinique w  as.  If  any  man  doubted  of  the  truth  of  this  fad,  he 
fbould  certainly  be  for  an  inquiry  ;  the  affertion  of  fuch  a  doubt  ap- 
peared to  him  a  fufficient  ground  for  invcftigation ;  becaufs  when 
any  perfon  thought  it  ncceflary  to  move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  truth 
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of  any  fjA^  it  was  not  proper  to  deny  the  inqdlryy  by  afliiming  the 
^rjth  of  the  h&.     He  was,  however,  fomewhat  dtfcouraged  by 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  weight  of  whofe 
opinions  he  well  knew  in  the  Houfe ;  that  honourable  gentleman 
hud  faid,  that  he  was  not  averfe  from  granting  the  papers,  but 
ihould  certainly  oppofe  the  inquiry  demanded  \  he  was  of  a  contrary 
<.>pia}on,  and  thought  that  if  any  (lep  were  taken  in  the  builnefs,  the 
Houfe  ought  to  go  fully  and  largely  into  the  moft  extenfivc  ii^quiry 
cKi  the  fubjeiEl ;  as  a  Parliamentary  opinion  ought  not  to  be  paiftially 
given,  nor  wltlieut  a  complete  invcfti(^tion  of  all  t-ic  circumstances 
of  the  cafe.     Mr.  Dan  Ins  had  faid,  that  ir  would  not  be  prudent 
to  declare  abftradedly  what  were  the  rights  of  War :  there  might  be 
fume  juitke  in  the  obfcrvation,  and  he  thought  there  were  conflder- 
able  difficulties  attending  fuch  a  declaration  in  any  war  ;  but  this  war 
had  cunfidcribly  increafed  thofc  difficulties  ;  he  need  not  travel  far- 
di  *r  dian  the  cafe  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  to  prove  that 
alTertion.     Great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  dan^^^r  of  retaliation  ; 
nay,  feme  perfons  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  all  the  horrors  diat . 
were,  and  were  likely  to  be  committed  by  the  French  in  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  would  not  be  unjuftifiable  on  that  principle.     He 
(hould  wifli  to  know  to  what  extent  this  could  be  carrlv^d ;  upoi^ 
^hom  retaliation  could  be  exfTcifed.     It  ihould  be  recoil*  .f>cH,  that 
this  contribution,  wliich  had  been  the  ciuie  of  complaint,  had  not 
fallen  on  all  the  French  prc.prietors ;  thofc  w!io  had  adhered  to  the 
French  Convention  had  been  f^nt  out  of  the  ifland  ;  no  complaint 
luvl  been  uttered  with  regard  to  them.      In  order,  therefore,  for 
tlie  Engliih,  who  might  be  fubducd  by  the  French,  to  take  the  ad-» 
vantage  of  a  limilar  mild  treatment  with  thofe  upon  whom  a  contri- 
bution had  been  levied  in  Martiniqiie,  they  muft  ftate,  tliat  they 
never  had  any  affedton  for  diis  £ngU(h  Government ;  that  they 
never  approved  of  its  meafures,  and  that  they  cordially  received  their 
French  conquerors.    The  French  Commander,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  that  excellent  fchool  of  juftice,  the  African  (lave  trade,  had 
not  complained  on  the  grounds  which  had  been  ftated,  but  on  the 
giDunds  of  the  injuftice  done  to  the  Republicjiis.     He  could  not 
pciccivc  with  what  juftice  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe  could  be  conlidcred 
2s  owing  to  the  proclamation  of  theEnglifh  Commanders;  it  up-* 
peared  to  him  that  that  lofs  was  owing  to  tlic  fyftem  of  arming  the 
flavcs;  whether  this  were  juftifiable  in  war,  in  which  fo  many 
dreadful  things  were  held  to  be  juftifiable,  he  (hould  not  attempt  to 
determine  ;  but  it  was  not  likely  that  the  iniuibitants  (hould  chufe 
voluntarily  to  furrendcr  their  property  on  account  of  the  proclamation. 
As  he  had  no  doubt  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis  were 
Vol.  XLI,  H  h 
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materially  intcrcfted  if^  the  inquiry,  hcceitainlylhould  lesuito  die 
granting  it.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  wiihed  for  the  inqinry, 
had  accufed  the  Commanders  of  a  breach  of  promifc  ;  he  could  not 
therefore  be  furprifed  at  that  gentleman's  wrfhing  for  an  inqiuT%% 
He  (hould  upon  every  confideration  vote  for  the  inquiry,  but  cer- 
tainly was  not  inclined  to  limit  it ;  but  thought  that  if  upon  the 
produ(Sion  of  the  proclamations  any  doubt  (hould  arifc  or  any  ground 
of  diflatisfa<5ii)n  (hould  ap|)pcar  to  any  perfon  that  the  inquiry  (x^rvi 
to.  he  gone  into  fully  and  completely,  he  (hould  certainly  meet  it  tkk 
wkh  any  prejudice  agnlnft  the  Commanders  ;  but  certainly  ftiould 
feel  a  difpofitlon  in  favour  of  men,  who,  during  a  very  long  period 
of  their  lives  had  fervid  their  Country  with  zeal  and  ardour;  upon 
whofe  characters,  whether  in  their  private  or  public  ftations,  not 
the  flighteft  reproach  had  ever  been  caft,  and  wh^>fe  reputation  was 
unfullied  by  the  fmallcft  ftain  or  blemiih. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  not  h^vc  rifen  onr  the 
prefent  occafion,  were  it  not  for  the  fake  of  deprecating  any  farther 
difcufTion  of  the  fubjcct  in  the  prefent  ftage.  The  prefent  motion 
was  not  for  irtquiry,  but  met-ely  for  (he  produdlion  of  papers  which 
had  been  muchthcfubjcdt  of  convcrfuion,  the  contents  of  which 
we're  not  accurately  known ;  an)'^  difcuflion,  therefore,  on  them, 
was  evidently  jifremattire.  One  6f  three  things  mu(l  ncccffarHy  be 
the*  confequence  of  their  produ-^iorl,  and  either  of  thetti  mi^t  fol- 
low it.  The  papers  mi^^ht  cle  n^ly  aftbrd  grounds  for  blafne  and 
condemnation,  or  they  miglit  g4Ve  fo  fitisfaftory  an  e^phinacion  of 
the  tranfadlions,  as  would  fhew  that  the  rumours  whicli  had  been 
circulated  were  pcrfc«91y  void  of  foundation,  and  fupplied  no  reafons 
for  fufpicion  of  the  Commanders,  or  to  believe  that  any  public  in- 
convenience would  be  the  confequence  of  not  going  into  the  inquiry  ; 
'  ot  laftly,  it  might  leave  caufe  for  doubt  in  th^  minds  iSf  gentlemen, 
with  refpefl  to.  the  behaviour  of  Sir  Charles  G*ty  a  Ad  Sir  John  Jer- 
vis,  fo  as  to  make  them  overcome  the  ferife  of  public  inconvenience, 
and  wifh  for  the  inquiry.  He  thould  therefore  hope,  that  as  the 
Houfe  fcems  generaMy  difpofed,  for  various  reafons,  to  a^ec  to  the 
production  of  the  papers,  that  they  would  not  enter  into  a  debate 
upon  what  might  be  inferred  from  them  pr^vioufly  to  their  b^ing 
produced.  He  himfelf,  perhaps,  might  be  ofiefttling  agatAft  thi» 
recommendation,  when  he  faid,  that  the  fafts  brought,  forward  by 
lisB  gentlemen  who  moved  for  the  produftionof  the  papers  we>e  not 
accurately  ftated  ;  he  fliould  not, '  however,  difcufs  thofe  pcnnls  at 
prefent,  but  refervc  his  opinions  till  tlie  papers  were  produced  ;  fe> 
vhich  he  (hould  not  obje6t  for  tiie  fake  of  all  parties,  fiyt  the  fiik* 
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udion  of  {he  PiiJic,  and  the  ghirification  of  the  honourable  feel- 
jgs  of  thofe  vfho  were  more  immediately  concerned. 

CoJofld  MAITLAND  was  of  opinion,    that  thofe  gentlemen 

nrho  cime  fonx'ard  upon  this  occafion  ought  to  have  taken  pains  to 

ifwcrtain  fomc  fach,  upon  which  to  found  afterwards  an  inquiry,. 

irtd  to  (hew.  that  there  was  fohic  reafon  for  inquiry  before  they 

>Te*cccdcd  to  ctll  for  any  papers :  fuch  the  Houfe  in  general  cxpedl- 

:J  upon  nnotions  for  the  production  of  papers  ^  but,  inftead  of  this, 

hey  cnlled  for  the  papers,  and  left  the  matter  to  be  difpofed  of  af- 

[.A^-ardsi,   according  as  they  tt^iglit  be  nble  to  fifh  for  infoimation  out 

:f  the  papers  fo  produced.     He  had  no  objedVion  to  the  inquiry, 

irA  he  hoped  they  had  none;  but  he  muft  alfo  exprefs  a  hope>  that 

il'fc  gcnrlemen  would  follow  thefe  motions  for  papers  with  others 

Of  t»me  importance,  which  vx>VL\d  afford  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and 

^ir  Jc^n  Jervis,  an  opportunity  of  hying  all  of  the  circumftances  of 

riitir  conduct  in  the  Weft  Indies  bcfijrc  the  Houfe.     When  thefe 

cirrumftanccs  were  brought  fairly  forward,    he  had  no  doubt  but 

rhat  the  condu£l  of  thcfc  gallant  officers  would  rcfledt  on  them  the 

i.  cheft  honour. — This  would  refute  all  the  calumny  that  had  been 

!  >  induftrioufly  circulated  againft  them.     He  hoped,  that  gentle- 

r-Arn  who  fccmed  fo  dcfirous  at  prefent  of  entering  into  the  difcuf-^ 

Hon  of  this  fubjcft  would  keep  nothing  back,  but  come  forward 

t.irly  and  candidly.      Here  he  proceeded  to  take  notice,  under  dif- 

KTcnt  heads,,  of  the  various  reports  that  had  been  circulated  to  the 

f-cjudicc  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  then  ex- 

\  'aincd  the  points  that  had  been  crroneoufly  Anted,  on  each  of  which 

hj  argiicd  at  fomc  Icngtii,  and  came  to  conclufions  highly  favourable 

1/  rhcfc  gentlemen.      He  maintained,  that  as  they  took  polTeflion 

of  ihe  different  placa?  mentioned  by  force  of  arms,  and  by  ftorm, 

3>  ind  been  truly  ihtcd  by  the  Secretary  of  Sta'.c,  all  the  property 

kcame  forfeited,    and  all  the  inhabitants  were  futyecS,  by  the  law 

<•:  nafw)ns,  to  a  military  execution.      This  do6\rine,  he  maintained 

t'»  be  confiftent  not  only  with  the  fpirit  of  the  law  of  nations,  but 

•  .fo  with  .the  practice  of  war  in  the  moft  modern,  as  well  as  ancient 

times;  and  viewing  the  fubjcdl  in  that  light,    they  were,  in  his 

•yini-jn,  highly  meritorious.     The  circumibnces  of  thefe  places 

b:in;:  taken  by  alfmlr,  did  away  all  the  ohjedlon^  which  had  been 

tiVin  againfl  the  principle  of  the  proclamiition  which  had  been  fo 

nvjvli  complained  of.      Thefe  obji^ctioas  were  built  upon  the  idea 

tb.i  the  parties  on  whon)  contribuiion  had  been  levied  had  furrendcr- 

ti  to  tile  Briiiih  arms,   for  fo  fome  of  the  memorials  ftatcd;  but  it 

Wis  ridiculous  to  talk  of  the  furrender  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  place 

«hich  had  been  taken  by  ftorm.    All  that  he  had  heard,  and  a& 

Hh   2 
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that  he  knew  upon  this  fabjcft,  led  hhn,  as  a  firicnd  to  Sir  Charia 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  to  wi(h  for  this  inquiry,  becaufe  he  was 
fare  that  the  more  their  conduA  ^ras  examined,  the  more  it  vou!d 
appear  to  their  honour  ;  but  he  could  not  help  exprcfling  Iboie  re- 
gret that  perfbns  who  had  merited  fo  much  honour,  who  had  f^j 
defcrvcdly  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfc  for  their  condud,  who 
had  been  lb  vidlorious,  (hould  not  yet  have  received  fomc  mark  of 
His  Majefty's  approbation »  cfpecially  as  others,  who  no  doubt  hsd 
aftcd  bravely,  had  not  been  equally  fucccfsful,  had  received  Roya! 
favour.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  as  this  bufinefs  had  ban 
brought  forvi^ard  in  this*manner,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not 
be  content  with  having  a  few  papers  on  its  table,  but  that  a  fair 
and  full  inveftigiition  of  the  whole  matter  would  be  entered  into. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  obfervcd,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fcffion, 
%.  gcndeman  on  the  other  iide  of  the  Houfe  faid,  that  he  (houlJ 
bring  forward  a  motion'  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  war  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  and,  when  he  heard  that  honourable  Member  fjv 
fo,  he  faid,  he  hoped  that  he  would  not  forget  the  fubjedt  on  vhl^h 
the  Huufe  Mas  now  engaged.  With  regard  to  the  pft)clamad(»is, 
he  believed  there  was  not  a  Weft- India  merchant  that  had  received 
letters  from  their  agents  without  bitter  complaints  againft  their  ; 
he  wifhcd,  indeed,  that  the  queftion  had  txefen  narrowed  to  thefe 
proclamations— he  hid  only  feen  the  two  printed  proclamations. 
He  entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir 
John  Jervis  ;  one  of  them  Mas  his  intimate  acquaintance  ;  and  he 
was  certain  that  their  gallantry  entitled  them  to  the  gratitude  oi 
their  country,  not  only  for  the  iflands  which  they  had  fubducd,  but 
the  prefervation  of  our  own  from  the  difFufion  of  French  principle* 
in  them.  He  M-as  not  afraid  of  thefc  proclamations  in  the  hands 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  J.  Jervis,  bat  he  was  afraid  of  them  ia 
the  hands  of  Hugues. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  many  circumftanccs  had  induced  him  to 
fpcak  in  this  debate,  at  as  late  a  period  as  he  poflibly  could.  He 
wi(hed  to  have  heard  fully  ftated  all  the  objections  and.  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  accufation  brought  forv\'ard  on  this  occafion,  againft  the  t^no 
officers  whofc  condu^S  had  now  become  the  objedl  of  difculTion. 
He  was  anxious  to  learn  what  pan  fhould  be  taken  on  this  occafion 
by  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  for  they  had  long  been  in  poffcflTion  of 
every  proceeding  that  related  to  the  fubjcd.  He  muft  fay,  he  felt 
himfelf  now  under  a  confidcrable  embarraffmcnt,  in  confcqucncc 
of  fomc  part  of  the  condud^  of  Minifters,  and  of  the  explanation 
given  on  their  behalf.  He  agreed,  ho\<^ever,  in  diis,  tliat  tho 
qwcftion,  in  its  prefcnt  fhapc,  was  not  adapted  for  minute  detail. 
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He  owned,  tbat  thU  proceeding  appeared  to  him  in  fome  refpcfis 
fii^gular.  It  had  been  ufual,  n^en  inquiries  were  talked  of,  to 
lay  fome  grounds  for  entering  into  it.  To  flate  fome  chaige  that 
was  to  be  made  out.  To  ftate  that  the  papers  called  for  would 
tend  to  make  out  that  chaige,  and  that  witnefies  mi^t  be  examin- 
ed to  prove  it.  In  the  prefent  inftance  the  reverie  was  the  cafe. 
Honourable  gendemen,  with  a  vague  cenfure  and  indifcriminate 
rumour,  feemed  to  aifert  they  had  fome  idea  that  if  thefe  papers 
were  produced^  fome  inquiry  might,  in  the  event,  be  necefTary. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  diftrcifcd  him  confiderably.  There  wa^ 
no  fpecific  chai^  exhibited,  but  fomcthing  by  way  of  implication. 
Did  he  know  that  this  was  tp  be  followed  up,  he  might  remain  li- 
lent  for  the  prefent.  But  as  he  did  not  know  the  cafe  would  fo 
turn  our,  he  could  not  be  furc  that  he  Ihould  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  faying  any  thing,  for  if  after  thefe  papers  came  to  be  laid 
uponvthe  table,  no  inquiry  fhould  be  moved  for,  the  bufincfs  muflr 
end.  He  had  fome  idea  that  this  hiight  be  the  cnfe  from  what  he 
heard  to-night  from  His  Majelty's  Miniftcrs,  one  of  whom  had 
given  the  Houfe  to  undcribind  that  he  was  not  pledged  to  any  thing 
upon  this  fubje6t.  If,  therefore,  no  farther  proceeding  (hquld  be 
had  than  merely  laying  thefe  papers  before  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  be 
deprived  of  any  opportunity  of  giving  any  explanation  upon  tlie 
matter.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  Entered  his  caveat  againft 
pledging  himfclf  *to  any  inquiry,  becaufe  it  might  be  very  inconve- 
nient to  the  fervice  to  call  for  the  teftimony  of  officers  who  might 
be  called  abroad;  and,  indeed,  that,  to  a  certain  degree,  was 
true,  for  he  knew  many  whofe  evidence  would  be  eflfential  if  this 
inquiry  be  entered  into.  But  was  that  his  fault,  or  was  it  the 
fault  of  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies?  Certainly  not.— 
But  if  diere  'was  to  be  an  inquiry,  would  it  not  be  an  hardihip  on 
thefe  Commanders  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  the  teftimony 
of  thefe  officers  whofe  evfdcnce  was  fo  cflcntial  r  He  (hould  have 
imagined  that  if  gentlemen  had  the  feeling  they  ought  to  have  for 
the  charadlcr  of  officers  who  had  been  50  years  in  the  fervice,  and 
whofe  honour  was  hitherto  without  a  ftain,  they  would  not  have 
been  fo  forward  in  making  charges,  as  it  were,  by  implication.  A 
memorial  was  prqfentcd  by  a  Mr.  Thellufon  againft  the  condudl  of 
thefe  officers  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Who  that  Mr.  Thcllufon  was 
he  did  not  know,  but  his  memorial  breatlicd  nothing  but  dirc6l  and 
pofitive  falfehood ;  this  he  was  ready  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  that 
Houfe,  if  the  inquiry  was  inftitutcd.  He  ftiould  prove  alfo  every 
thihg  that  was  neceffary  to  juftify  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jcrvis  ia  their  conduct  in^  the  Weft  Indies— that  thcj  had  merited 
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and  received  fhe  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  for  what  they  did.  /Here 
be  eoterod  into  aa  account  of  the  manner  in  vrhich«tlie  captured 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  bech  treated  by  Sir  Charles  Grcf 
and  $\x  John  Jervis-— that  .ihcy  were  taken,  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  himfelf  had  ftated,  by  force  of  arms  ^  and  that  the»efr>re,  by 
tjie  law  of  nations,  they  wefe  liable  to  be  put  under  contribution  a» 
Chcy  had  been.  Xnd  farther,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  thcfe  Com- 
manders  to  a(^  as  they  had  done ;  that  they  were  bound  to  do  fo  by 
the  rules  of  war,  for  His  Majefty  and  his  forcesi  The  very  pro- 
clamation wliich  had  been  complained  of  fo  much,  was  not  ,cven 
afted  upon.  That  they  gave  up  the  idfca  of  enforcing  it  even  be- 
fore orders  caiiic  to  that  eff'cdt  from  home,  under  the  hand  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  as  Secretary  of  State.  After  reciting  alj  the 
circumftances  of  thefe  captures,  and  making  •  many  obfervations 
upon  them,  he  faid,  he  wi(hed>  and  he  knew  that  Sir  Oiarks 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  wiflicd,  as  much  as  any  man  in  that 
Houfe,  that  an  inquiry  fhould  take  place;  but  that  fhould  be  a  fall 
and  fair  inquiry,  for  which  purpofe  a  great,  number  of  living  wit- 
nefles  muft  be  examined,  and  many  points  of  evidence  -would  be 
neceffary,  which  he  did  not  fee  how  officially  they  could  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

Mr.  THELLUSON  juftified  the  memorial  of  a  near  relation  of 
his,  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  Member  who 
fpoke  laA. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  would  not  have  rifcn,  if  it  had  not  been 
infinuated  that  the  whole  proceedings  againft  the  genilemen  in  quef- 
tion  were  incited  by  calumny.  He  then  f^ated  what  had  paflcd  at 
the  meeting  of  merchants,  where  he  attended,  and  he  wifhcd  that 
their  opinions  might  be  confirmed  by  His  Majcfry's  Advocate  Gene- 
ral, and  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  had,  he  undcrft(»<f, 
delivered  their  fentiments  in  private,  ^nd  then  a  full  rpportuniry 
might  be  given  for  explanation.  He  was  not  furprifed  at  the  de- 
fence of  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Grey)  but  he  confidcred 
the  inquiry  as  expedient  for  public  honour,  and  for  public  juOice, 
and  equally  rfeccffary  for  the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  ilie  property 
of  His  Majcfty's  fubjedls.  It  was  juft  alfo,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  upon  which  the  happinrfs  and  cotr^fort  oi  fo 
many  individuals  ^re  dependent.  If  any  countjry  could  he  parti- 
cularly intcrefted  in  an  inquiry  of  this  nature,  where  auinrcrce  is 
fo  materially  intcrefted,  it  muft  be  Great  Britain,  for  her  adn.itabk 
ConOitution  is  fo  fupportcd  and  dignified  by  her  commctci;«l  en- 
gagements, t^ut  to  end:in.Ltr  them  in  any  d(*cgrce  wouM  be  to  rifk 
.the  lof;»  of  all  her  foreign  dependencies,  and  ultimately  fliavtcr  tiic 


pillars  pf  her  CbnfUtatioR  te  atoms.    He  wm  aflnnifhed  ar  the  np* 
pj^.iiion  which  had  been  made  to  the  produftion  of  the  p^ipcrs,  be* 
Gufe  be  only  wiflied  for  •fome  audioritarive  opinion  t%»  d?re<^  the 
j  J  ige'iucnt  of  the  Houfe,  which  thofe  papcw  alone,  or  principally^ 
frcnicd  capable  of  aifi)rding.      A  right  honourable  gentleman  upon 
the  floor  had  obTerved;  and  with  great  truth  and  penetration,  that 
**  the  character  of  the  country-  is  her  great  refource,"  and  lie  fo  per- 
fectly coincided  in  this  obfcrvation,  that  he  fufpedfed  the  want  of  thiy 
ciiaraAer  occaiionod  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe.     Nor  had  the  want  oi 
atfention  to  this  character  ended  herej  for  he  feared  the  difoontentS' 
and  anioiolities  it  had  excited  would  be  the  caufe  of  future  lofles. 
Commeiiting  then  upofi  the  proclamation,  he  remarked,  that  as  it 
vas  afterwards  refoindod,  there  were  reaibns  of  affumption  that 
it  wM  neither  gvoBn<ied  in  policy  or  principle.      If  the  gentlemen- 
in  qyeftioit  wididrew  the  proclamation  (is;  weeks  after  it  had  been' 
ilfucd,  it  indicated  furely  that  they  felt  it  was  improper.     He  r  illed 
up'jn  the  Houic  tbcrefbre  to  eftablifh  that  chnra-fkr  of  the  cf)untTy* 
«hlch  is  its  grcafcft  and  radical  refource*     Whatever  mifc<n^nic- 
li.ris  might  be  put  upon  his  7xal  andpcrfevcrance  in  thi*;  afi^ir  he 
^iifregardcd)  for  he  was  fenfible  of  the  arduous  (ituatiun  in  which 
the  gentlemen  had  been  placed,  and  the  trufl  committed'  to  their* 
charge.     He  was  as  eager  as  any  gcntiefnsn  prcfent  to  render  grati- 
tude to  merit,  and  whenever  regards  and  honour  were  obtained,  he 
w&s  deiirous  they^  ihould  be  reeoidiKd.     It  was  not,  however,  for 
a  v{^oriou6  army  to  fix  the  mode  and*  extent  of  their  dq^redattons, 
and  hcnever  would  admit  it-     If  the  Houfe  (hould  either  fanflii»n, 
or  rciufe  i»  authority  upon  this  queftion,  he  conceived  it  woiild' 
ettai)li)fh  a  precedent  of  Mora*  dangerous  confequences  than  could  h^* 
imlantly  forefccn.     Declarations  might  be  made  with  an  intent  of 
gpod  laJih,  to  kee|^irad>e  and  property  facred  ;  but  notwithftandlng 
luchdoclatations,  'if  th^'cfieiw  altered  their  fyftem,  it  would  be  in* 
cumbeot'  upon  us  to  alter  ours  alfo. 

SirWItLLlAMSCOTTdbjcded  to  the  opinions  of  himfelf  and* 
His  Majefty*s-lawofflter<5 ;  becaiufe  thcfe  opinions  were  merely  hy- 
poiheticaly  afid^fow\de6'^  ex' parff  evidence.  He  concurred  wirli 
tkt  Chanseilor  of  dj^'Exchequer,  tha^  it  would  be  nrK)re  proper  to 
,  djfciifs  theft ppiniuna  wlien*the  papers  were  laid  upon  the  table.  At 
pc&m  he  oonfidered  die'  queftion  to  be  prematurely  agita^  ;  bul^ 
'«hen'tlie*paperB  were  produted,  he  did  not  hefitate  to'proTWimeCf 
that'iU  farther  {MceedingS'inthc'buftnefs  would  be  con<!iK?lcd  with 
candour  and  with  care.  He  fubferibed  to  tlic  declaration  of  t\ic 
bonour^le  gentleman,  that  the  charaScr  of  the  country  is  her  great 
nfmocy  b|it  h^  rcmfaiddi'  him  alfe, .  ti)at  die  chara6tcr  of  tlic  gri>at 
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and  eininent  pethtis  in  it  fermied  likewife  x  very  material  part  of 

it. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  declared,  that  there  was  fcaioe  one 
paper  in  exlft^ice  which  had  any  application  to  the  fubjed^ 

Mr.  BARH AM  in  reply,  protefted  that  the  copy  of  a  memorial 
prefented  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  in  the  Wed  Indies  had  been  iecn  in 
fomc  office,  though  in  what  office  he  could  not  fay.  It  was  a  paper 
containing  many  material  allegations.  As  to  the  other  papers  he 
had  moved  for,  he  dated  his  authority  from  an  anfwer  of  Ac  Duke 
of  Portland  to  a  memorial  of  the  Weft-India  planters  and  mercliams, 
which  alledged,  that  no  ferther  explanation  could  be  given  until  the 
law  officers  had  been  confultcd,  and  had  made  their  report.  Ttus 
anfwer  was  delivered  by  his  Grace  to  Lord  Pcnrhyn,  who  prefented 
the  memorial  as  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Adverting  to  what  had 
been  urged  by  ditFercnt  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he 
fitd  noticed,  that  a  learned  and  honourable  Member  had  accufed 
him  of  premature  agitation  when  the  queftion  was  brought  coolly 
and  deliberately  forward,  and  another  honourable  gentleman  had  in- 
terpreted his  objed  to  be  an  intention  of  cenfurc,  which  he  moft  tc- 
nacioufly  difclaimed.  He  thought  no  complaint  could  with  proprietv 
be  made  of  preliminary  accufatioh,  when  they  were  indeterminately 
ai^uing  upon  papers  they  did  not  poflTefs ;  nor  could  fueh  a  complaint 
be  made,  while  they  adverted  to  papers  which  they  had  not  read. 
One  opinion  muft  be  taken  upon  the  view  of  the  proclamation,  and 
another  on  the  documents.  They  could  not  indeed  pafs  without  Ac 
notice  of  die  Houfc,  if  (hey  were  like  the  papers  in  his  hands.  He 
oonciudcd  by  obfervlng,  that  he  merely  moved  for  the  co|»es  of  the 
memorials  themfelves,  and  not  for  any  farther  proceedings  upoa 
them. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  **  before  the  Houfe  comes  to  a  dccifion 
on  a  queftion  fo  important  in  itfelf,  and  (b  particularlyNimportunt  as 
it  is  perfonal  to  men,  to  whom  we  owe  not  only  juftice  to  dicir  me- 
rits, but  caution  and  delicacy  in  every  thing  that  touches  their  repu- 
tation, I  wi(h  to  ftate  my  own  embarrafTment,  and  to  requcft  the 
Houfe  to  look  forward  and  confider  the  difficult  fituation,  in  which 
they  inay  find  themfelves,  if  diat  (hoqld  happen,  which  is  very 
likely  to  happen,  in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  the  prefcnt  proceeding ; 
tliat  is,  if  the  morion  (hould  be  carried,  and  if  the  right  honourable 
the  Secretary  of  State  ihould  adhere  to  the  declaration  he  has  made 
this  night.  Ho  has  fairly  told  us,  that,  in  yielding  to  the  prefent 
motion  for  papers,  he  does  not  hold  hUnfclf  .engaged  to  ftir  another 
Aep  in  die  bnGn^fs ;  that  the  parties  arc  not  to  expe<ft  him  to  ooneur 
in  any  propofition  fur  an  inquiry  into  the  tranfaiiions  to  which  thfife 
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papers  rdaCe ;  Aat  fuch  inquiry  might  go  to  a  length  incompatible 
vnA  the  a£hial  ftate  of  the  feflion>  and  could  not  be  carried  on  at 
an  widxMt  the  perfonal  attendance  of  many  officers,  who  were 
adualiy  employed  or  appointed  on  foreign  fen^ice  of  the  utmoft  im« 
portance  to  the  Public,  from  which  they  could  not  be  fpared.    Now, 
Sir,  ify  when  thefe  papers  are  before  us,   thefe  objedions  to  any 
farther  {Hiooeeding  (hould  be  uiged  by  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  urged  with  fucceis,  as  I  fufpeA  they  will  be,  from  his 
great  wdg^  and  authority  with  the  Houfe,  let  us  confider  in  what 
litnacion  we  (hall  then  leave  the  charader  and  honour  of  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis.     On  that  fubje£l,  gentlemen  here  fpeak 
with  great  mildnefs  and  delicacy,    but  what,  in  £t£t,  will  be  the 
impreffion  abroad,  if  a  nation  for  papers,  in  which  the  condud  of 
thefe  gentkmen  is  fo  materially  concefned,  fhould  be  agreed  to? 
No  mai^  win  deny  that  it  is  of  itfelf  an  imputation ;  that  it  creates 
or  fuppofes  (bole  doubt  ait  leaift,  which,  to  men  of  their  charaftcTji 
muft  be  equivalent  to  an  accufation,  and  diat  it  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
a  ftd:jc3  of  inquiry.    But,  when  you  have  admitted  the  imputatbn, 
will  you  lefiife  the  inquiry  i  Sir,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think 
dat  fufficient  ground,  or  any  ground,  has  been  eftabltfhed  for  ac- 
ceding to  the  motion;  but  if  I  thought  otherwife,  I  never  would 
agree  to  it  without  holding  myfelf  at  the  fame  time  bound,  in  juf- 
tice  and  honour  to  the  parties,  to  give  them  every  pofiible  means 
and  opportunity  to  clear  and  vindicate  their  charafter  from  the  ef- 
fcds  of  that  imputation.     It  is  not  a  light  or  indifferent  matter  for 
diis  Houie  to  accede  to  (uch  a  motion.    It  is  not  a  thing  to  be  taken 
up  or  abandoned  without  folid  reafons,  and  ferious  confideration ; 
and  I  own  I  (bbuld  have  thought  that  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  aded  with  more  juftice,  prudence  and  condftency, 
if  he  had  g^ven  a  negative  to  the  motion,  as  I  (hall  do,  rather  than 
have  ccMiiented  to  it,    as  he  has  done,    with  an  exprefs  caveat 
againft  any  farther  proceeding.     He  confents  to  a  leading  fiep,  but 
be  will  oonfent  to  no  other^     If  the  Houfe  (hould  follow  him  in  that 
condud,  the  refult  will  be  that  po(ribly  a  moft  unjuft  imputation 
be  admitted,  while  the  means  of  refuting  it  are  demed.     I  am, 
r,  againft  the  motion." 
Mr.  GREY  explained.     He  complained  of  the  hardfhip  attend- 
ing die  difcuflion  of  a  queftion  of  this  nature  fo  late  in  the  feflfion, 
^tea  officers  were  upon  the  point  of  failing  whofe  oral  teilimony  was 
fo  very  rcquifitc.     The  evidence  of  General  Myers,  he  obferved, 
ttoneperfan  in  particular,  was  indifpenfible ;  and  yet  General  Myers 
was  about  to  quit  the  kingdom,  nor  would  he  (lop  widioutai^i  e%pr<4^ 
Vol.  XLI.  I  i 
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order  from  the  Duke  of  York  or  General  Danchs.    Rcforing  to 

the  Genend's  letter,  it  dated,  that  he  would  moft  readily  make  his 

affidavit  in  the  vindication  of  the  Conunanders'  oondud  ;  but  this, 

Mr.  Grey  contended,  could  never  be  fo  efficient,  or  So  full  as  a 

perfonal  allegation  and  interrogatories  by  counfel.     He  veferred  alio 

to  fome  exculpatory  letters  of  Oilonel  Prefcott  and  General  Dundas, 

and  fo  far  he  aflfured  the  Houfe  was  the  condu6t  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 

and  Sir  John  Jervis  from  being  .without  a  precedent,  as  it  had  been 

pretendoj,  that  it  was  diredUy  the  reverfe ;  for  when  the  French 

made  a  conqued  lad  war  of  the  ifland  of  Greneda,  the  propeity 

was  all  coniifcated,  and  a  file  of  mufqueteers  were  fisnt  on  ihore  to 

annul  all  debts  on  Engliih  mortgages  or  to  Engliih  merchants,  al- 

though  he  acknowledged  that  upon  the  remonihances  of  Mr.  Pigpc 

and  Mr.  Scott,  who  were  difpatched  tD  the  French  Court  for  that 

pmpofe,  fome  remiflions  were  made. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  in  explanation  afferted,  diat  what  bd 
been  called  an  2&  of  confifcation  in  the  ifland  of  .Grenada  was  no- 
thing more  than  an  2&  of  fcqueftration  from  all  the  aUentecs.— 
Some  mifcondud,  he  confelTed,  was  ufed  in  the  enforceaient  of  thii 
aA,  but  fetisfadion  was  foon  given.  He  did  not  difpute,  without 
the  authority  of  Generals  and  Majc^,  but  what  the  vigors  in  iuch 
a  cafe  of  conqued  had  fuch  a  right  to^the  application  of  the  propeny, 
for  the  memorials  of  the  planters,  and  the  merchants  had  not  dif- 
puted  it,  but  it  was  thought  that  io  Martinique  aod-  Guadaloupc, 
the  rights  of  war  had  been  extended  with  too  much  rigour. 
Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  explained. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  fupported  the  motion  for  the  produdion  of  the 
papers,  becaufe,  notwithihnding  ihfi.  aflefiation  of  ddicacy,  tlie 
Commanders  were  reprefented  to  be  virtually  criminal.  He  difiotd 
from  Mr.  Francis,  becaufe  he  did  not  bdieye  the  produfHoo  of 
the  papers  to  be  tantamount  to  an  adt  of  crimination,  or  even  ot 
accuiation.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  (hould  hereafter  be  determined 
not  to  proceed  any  farther,  he  conceived  there  could  be  no  crimina- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  inquiry,  too,  he  could  not 
but  coniidcr  the  Houfe  as  a  tribunal  which  would  enforce  the  at- 
tendance of  every  neccffary  witncfs ;  and  as  to  the  abfence  of  the 
troops,  when  it  was  faid  they  were  going  to  a£lion,  he  believed  it 
to  be  nothing  more  than  that  they  were  going  to  be  put  in  motion. 
He  fuppofcd  no  perfon  was  difpofed  to  contravene  the  rights  of  war, 
which  have  been  infiftcd  on  by  every  writer  on  the  laws  of  nations, 
from  PuffcndorfF  Jow  -  ^o  Vat^el.  Although  His  Majedy's  Advo* 
eate  had  pronouncca  on  paiual  laCt&y  none  fuch  would  be  produced 
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bdbre  a  tribunal  competent  of  inquiiy.  He  made  obfervations  on 
the  poinstf  that  if  this  matter  deferved  inquiry^  no  coniideratum  of 
inconvenience  oi^t  to  prevent  it,  for  that  the  word  accufation  ought 
not  to  be  coquetted  with^  under  an  afFe£lation  of  candour  and  li- 
berty to  the  Commanders.  He  was  confident,  however,  that  if  an 
inquiry  was  inftituted,  it  would  redound  to  the  honour  of  thefe  two 
Commanders. 

The  queftion  on  the  firft  moticm  for  a  copy  of  the  proclamation 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  following  rcfolutions  were  then  put  and  carried. 

RefolTed,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majeflyy  t^ 
Re  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direoions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  copies  of  fuch  memorials^  or  other  papers,  as  have  been 
prcrcnted  to  thefe,  or  other  of  His  IVf  ajefly  *s  officers,  relating  to  the  con** 
d\i^  which  was  obferved  to  the  French  ifuinds  after  they  came  under  the 
Britifh  Government. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that 
He  will  be  gradouily  pleafed  to  give  direoions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  copies  of  iuch  memorials  as  have  been  prefented  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniflers  on  the  fame  fubjed,  together  with  the  anfwers  given 
by  them  to  the  meraorialifb. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty^  that 
He  will  be  gradouily  pleafed  to'give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  a  copy,  of  the  memorial  prefented  to  the  Duke  of  Portlandt 
in  anfwer  to  the  memorials  of  the  Wefl-India  merchants  and  planters 
aod  others,  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jjervis. 

Relblvedy  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  HisMajefly,  that 
He  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  U)  give  dire^ions,  that  there  be  laid  be^ 
fore  this  Houfe,  copies  of  the  feparate  inllrudtions  tranfmitted  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  relative  to  the  diflribution  of  any  booty  taken  on  land, 
by  His  MajeAy's  army  and  navy,  in  the  iilands  of  Martiniquci  Saint 
Locia,  and  Guadaloupe* 

Refelved,  That  an  hupible  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Ma jefty,  that 
He  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direaipns,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  of  the  7th  of 
March,  relating  to  the  plan  of  difiribution  propofed  by  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  to. 
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PAPERS  prcTented  to  the  Housb  op  Commons,  ptnftiant  ^ 
AddreiTes,  relative  to  Sir  Chahles  Grby  and  Six  }oHir 
Jervis* 

No.  I. 

COPY  of  a  PROCLAMATION  at  Martinique,  the  30th  March  1791, 
by  General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  K.  B.  Commander  in  Chief  of  Hn 
Majeily's  Forces  in  the  Weft  Indies,  &c.  &c«  &c« 

MARTINIQUE. 

(L.  S.) 

By  his  Excellency  Sir  CHARLES  GREY.  K.  B. 
Genecal  of  His  Majcfty's  Army,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  His  Forces  in  the  Wcit 
Indies,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  is  neceflary,  for  the  good  of  His  Majefty's  fcririce,  lod 
•  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  chat  ibme 
temporary  regulations  fhould  be  made  for  the  civil  Govemraent  thereof, 
'till  fuch  time  as  His  Majcfty's  pleafure  is  known,  and  fuch  a  regular 
fy (lem  is  adopted  for  the  future  arrangement  of  all  matters,  civil  and 
military*  as  to  hi^  wifdom  may  feem  moil  meet,  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  own  authority,  and  the  happinefsand  profperity  of  his  new  fubjcdi; 
I  DO  think  fir,  in  His  Majelly's  name,  hereby  to  publifh  this  MY 
PROCLAMATION,  recalling  to  the  exercjfe  ot  their  fevcral  fuoaiom 
all  fuch  officers  of  the  Courts  formerly  eflablilhed  for  the  Adrotniftratioa 
of  difh'ibutive  juftice  during  the  Government  of  his  late  moft  Chri/Haa 
Majefty,  the  refpedtive  duties  of  whom  do  not  in  any  refped  interfere 
with  the  authority  which,  under  the  prefent  circumuances,  it  is  necef- 
fary,  to  leave  whole  and  undivided  in  the  hands  of  the  General  in  com- 
mand of  this  ifland.  This  is  therefore  to  give  notice  to  the  inhabitanti 
thereof,  that  all  Courts  which  were  formerly  efbbliilied  under  the  au- 
thority of  their  late  Sovereign,  for  the  determination  of  caufes  between 
individual  and  individual,  will  be  permitted  to  exercife  their  fercnil 
fiia^ions,  without  any  application  of  the  Fornos  in  ufe  in  the  other  Eri- 
tifli  iilands  fubjedt  to  His  Majefty,  until  his  Rdyal  will  and  pleafure  ihaU 
be  exprelTed  to  the  contrary  :  And  accordingly  the  feveral  peribns  who 
may  be  now  in  this  ifland,  and  were  formerly  officers  of  any  of  the  Courts 
above-defcribed,  arc  hereby  required  to  give  in  their  names,  with  tbe 
Bature  of  their  feveral  employments,  to  Lieutenant  General  ROB£R>T 
PRESCOTT,  that  the  proper  Heps  may  be  taken  to  reflore  them  to  the 
exercife  of  their  feveral  duties,  and  to  fupply  fuch  deficiencies  as  msy 
have  taken  place.  Given  under  'my  hand  and  feal  at  arras,  at  head 
quarters,  Fort  Royal,  thisthirtiethday  of  March  1794,  and  in  the  34th 
year  of  His  Maicfty's  reign. 

CHARLES  QREY. 

By  his  Excellency  the  GeneraVs 
command, 

C,  Fiflier,  Sec. 
God  savb  the  Kikg! 
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PROCLAMATION  at  St,  Lucia,  by  Gcncml  Sir  C  Grcjr,  K.  B. 

&c,  &c.  &c.   5th  April  1794. 
Su  LUCIA. 
(L.SO 

CHARLES  GREY, 

By  his  Excellency  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  K.  B. 

General  of  His  Majefty^s  Army»  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  His  Forces  iu  the  Weft  Indies,  &€• 
tic.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,    fince  my  proclamation  at  the  ifland  of  Martinique, 
bearing  date  the  30th  day  of  March  lad,  whereby  the  officers  of  the 
Courts  formerly  edabliihed  for  the  Adminiftration  of  diftributive  juftice 
during  the  Government  of  his  late  moft  Chriftian  Majelly,  now  necef- 
iasY  to  the  exercife  of  the  feyeral  fundtions  thereof,  have  been  direded 
to  be  recalled  until  His  Majefly 's  Royal  will  and  pleafure  (hall  be  known ; 
the  Britilh  arms  have  fpread  farther  conqueft,  and  this  colony  is  alio 
added  to  His  Majefty's  Empire,  the  redu^on  and  ppiTeffion  of  which 
make  it  neceflary  to  reibrt  to  fome  tempoi^  regulations,  in  like  manner^ 
for  the  good  of  His  Majefiy's  fervice,  and  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  his  new  fuhjeds  of  this  iflaod.     I  DO  therefore  tVmk  proper  to  iflue 
this  my  Proclamation,  allowing  and  commanding  all  civil  officers  of 
the  Cmirts  above  mennoned  and  hcrebefore  ellabli(hcd  under  the  legally 
regulated  Government  of  their  late  Sovereign  for  the  determination  of 
caufes  between  individual  and  individual,  to  give  in  their  names  to  Sir 
Cbakles  Goai>oK>  Colonel^  commanding  this  ifland,  that  the  proper 
ileps  may  be  taken  to)Jace  them  in  the  execution  of  their  ancient  duties* 
Aod  inatmuch  as  this  colony  and  its  Government  were  under  the  fupe- 
rior  controul  of  the  Admlniitration  of  the  ifland  of  Marunique,  to  which 
references  and  appeals  were  made  in  the  profccution  of  civil  caufes; 
and  it  may  be  confident  to  reflore  the  fame  forms  to  the  fame  channels ; 
I  do  farther  make  known,  that  when  the  ufual  Courts  fliall  be  duly  eflab« 
Dihed  in  Martinique,  thofe  of  this  ifland  are  to  be  regulated  thereby  ac« 
cordiogly,  until  the  King's  pleafure  be  flgnified  relative  thereto ;  but 
the  reftoradon  of  civil  employments  above  mentioned,  and  the  regula- 
tion herein  exprefled,  ^e  not  in  anywife  meant  or  intended  to  interfere 
with,  or  to  be.  independent  of  the  authority  repofed  in  the  military  con)« 
mand  of  this  ifland.    Given  under  my  hand,  and  feal  at  arms,  at  head 
qoaners,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  the  5th  day  of  April,  17941  in  the 
34th  year  of  His  Majefly's  reign. 

By  hit  Excellency  t^e 
uenerai's  comtnand, 

G.  Fijbir^  Sec. 

GoD  sayb  the  KlKGt 
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No-  111* 

COPY  of  a  MEMORIAL  prcfcnted  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  ?ORT- 
LAND,  praying  for  an  additional  and  military  naval  force  in  the  We^- 
India  iilands  i  and  on  the  contributions  impoied  on  the  inhabitants  ctf 
jhe  French  captured  Weft-India  iilands. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  one  of  Rb  Majefly'sprindia) 

Secretaries  of  State* 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants; 

Shcweth, 

THAT  your  Metporialifts  are  not  infenfible  of  the  attention  of  Hit 
14ajef})''s  Government  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Britifti  pofieilioos  in  rbc 
Weft  Indies;  and  when  they  prefume  to  intrude  upon  your  Grace  with 
ar  reprefentation  of  their  opinions  and  wifhes  upon  a  fubjeft  fo  importandy 
ihterefting  to  the  Public  Revenue,  and  to  the  private  fortunes  of  manr 
of  His  Majefty's  fubje6b,  they  are  not  induced  thereto  by  a  diftrufl  that 
the  fame  exertions  will  not  be  continued  to  maintain  and  fecure  fucb  va- 
Itsable  dependencies ;  but  they  humbly  conceive  that  their  local  know- 
ledge may  enable  them  to  fuggeft  fome  ufeful  ideas  refpedHng  the  parti- 
cular'protection  of  thefevefal  iflands. 

That  your  Memorialifts,  fully  fatisfied  that  the  jieceilaiy  ineafurcs  for 
itoaintaining  the  afcendency  of  the  Britiih  arms  in  the  Britifk  fugar  colo- 
nies coHeoively  will  be  purfued  by  His  Majefty's  Government,  hare 
only  to  exprefs  the  anxiety  they  feel  m  confequence  of  a  late  event  in  the 
Weft  liidseSy  by  which  it  is  proved  that  an  armament  may  fail  undifco- 
Tered  from  the  enemy's  ports,  fufficienrinjpoinn  of  naval  and  military 
force  to  do  irreparable  injury  in  any  of  the  ^rititfx  iflands,  againft  which 
the' attack  may  be  directed.  This  atixiety  is  not  a  little  increafed,  when 
they  refte^  upon  thofe  principles  and  opinions  propagated  by  the  ageots 
of  the  French  Convention,  which  have  a  direa  tendency  to  difturbthe 
fettjed  colonial  fyftem  of  all  the  iflands  ;  to  impair,  if  not  dcrftroy,  the 
nrceifary  refpedt  and  attachment  to  all  eftabliftied  government;  and  to 
convert  to  hoftility  thofe  who  on  former  occafions,  previous  to  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  doctrines  already  noticed,  wer^  ai^ve  in  their  co-ope- 
lations  to  refift  and  defeat  the  common  enemy. 

That  the  nature  of  all  propeny  in  the.  Weft  Indies  makes  it  peculiarly 
necei&ry  at  this  jun6lure  that  each  ifiand  (hould  poilefs  a  force  fufficieut 
for  its  prote6tion  againft  predatory  attacks  of  an  adive  and  deftrormg: 
etlemy,  fully  acquamted  with  the  ftrength  or  refources  of  all  our  Weil- 
India  colonies. 

That  the  pofleftion  of  an  ifland  for  a  few  days  by  the  enemf  ,  by  fuch 
an  enemy  as  the  whole  civilized  world  has  now  known  for  the  firil  tijn^r 
might  produce  the  deftru6Hon  of  private  property  equal  in  value  to  many 
millions,  and  which  at  this  time  contributes  largely,  to  tbe  fupportof  the 
Public  Revenue, 

That  your  Memorialifts  are  fenfible  the  poflelQon  of  the  French  iflandi, 
is  a  (olid  fecurity  againft  permanent  conqucft  of  thofe  belonging  to  Great 
Britain;  and  that  if  unfonunately  any  particular  ifland  ft^ould  be  cap- 
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tared,  die  enemy  wouM  not  be  able  to  hold  it  long';  tbey  therefore  do 
sot  folictt  protedion  for  fuch  ifland  agrainft  powerful  armaments  employed 
to  contend  fbr'etnpife  iii  thofe  (eaSy  but  only  wifh  to  be  prepared ag^mfk 
predatory  attacks. 

That  your  Memoriatifts  are  giyeti  to  nnderftand  the  number  of  troopa' 
in  each  teparmte  ifland  is  at  this  time  far  ftort  of  the  peace  elUbUihmenC, 
and  unequal  to  refift  an  enemy  not  more  powerful  than  the  armaments 
ivh:ch  have  lately  made  a  defcent  on  Guadaloupe,  unlefs  early  meafurea 
be  taken  to  provide  for  the  refpe^ive  iecurity  of  all  the  iilands,  by  in* 
creafing  the  garrifons  of  each,  by  flationing  a  naval  force  at  thofe  iflands^  * 
where  it  may  be  Osife  during  the  hurricane  feafon,  lb  as  to  be  ready  at 
all  times  for  purpofes  of  defence,  or  to  convey  intelligence  of  any  hofttle 
Attempts  to  the  place  where  the  main  Briti(h  force  may  be  flationed. 

That  your  Memorialilb  feel  deep  and  unfeigned  regret  in  being  obliged 
to  prefent  another  effential  matter  to  the  confideration  of  your  Grace, 
impofed  upon  them  by  a  juft  and  reafonable  regard  for  their  ownintereft, 
2nd  by  a  duty  equally  urgent  upon  their  feelings,  which  the}r  owe  to 
themielvesy  and  friends  andcorrefpondents  refidentin.the  colonies. 

That  when  the  information  was  firft  received  in  this  country  that  a 
contribuuon  or  commutation  for  relinquifhing  an  aflumed  right  to  a  ge- 
neral plunder  of  all  property  in  the  captured  French  iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies  was  claimed  and  inforced,  your  Memorialiils  did  not  give  perfed 
credit  to  it,  efpecially  as  the  comnaunication  was  confined  to  one  or  two 
more  mercantile  houfes :  That  they  however  felc  fo  much  alarmed,  as 
todefire  the  eentlemenwho  had  received  the  letters  refpe£king  it  would 
lay  before  His  Majeffy's  Minilleis  the  information  they  had  received; 
when  they  had  the  iatisfa^tion  to  underfland  from  Mr.  Pitt,  th^t  this 
pTDceedingt  in  the  fiupe  in  which  it  then  appeared  to  him,  was  fubje^ 
m  much  obje^on,  and  would  in  his  opinion  be  di (approved  by  His  Ma-^  ^ 
jelly's  Grovemment;  that  fince  that  period  the  fa^  is  eftablifhed  beyond 
ado*ibt,  and  the  ruinous  detail  of  thefe  a£ts  of  rigour  clearly  afcertamed. 
That  your  Memorialifts,  not  as  public  cenfors,  but  as  a  body  deeply 
intereCbed  in  the  due  obCervance  ot  thofe  di(lin£iions  between  public  and' 
private  property,  by  which  in  modern  times  the  rights  of  conqueft  have 
been  qualified,  humbly  conceive,  that  the  man  who  In  the  nioment  of 
danger  exerts  himfelf  ror  the  prote£tion  of  hb  country,  does  not  (theceby. 
fabjcd  to  military  execution  all  his  property,  wherever  (ituated,  withia 
the  range  of  the  conqueror's  fword  ;  aoui  that  the  late  deviation  from. the 
general  rule  of  public  warfare  hitherto  obferved  by  civilized  nations,  is 
of  a  nature  eventually  to  have  very  fatal  confequences  to  your  Memo* 
rialiib* 

That  if  the  fortune  of  war  (hould  give  to  the  enemy  the  pofTeflion  of 
any  of  our  iilandS|  the  fetere  meafures  lately  enforced  agadoit  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  French  conquered  iflands  may  he  retaliated,  and  extended 
to  the  ruin  of  your  memorialifts^  and  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  iflands  a9 
may  be  taken* 

That  when  Grenada,  one  of  the  Britifli  iflands,  was  taken  by  florm  the 
Uft  war,  the  confifcation  of  private  property,  or  a  oommutation  provid- 
bg  it  (which  is  nearly  the  fame  thing)  was  not  attempted,  and  the  pri- 
nte  exertions  of  individuals  exercifing  public  power  were  redi  cfTed  in  all 
cafes  which  were  proved ;  that  the  brave  and  fuccefsful  exertions  of  the 
Britilh  officers  and  ibldiers  entitle  them  to  the  grateful  praifcs  of  your  - 
Memorialifb  and  of  the  Public  in  general;  but  that  their  pecuniary  comr 
peofatioa  flmuld  not  originate  in  an  aft  injurious  to  the  rignts  of  individu- 
al} and  of  dangerous  example  for  your  Memorialifts,  whofe  property 
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W'll  be  ezpofed  to  firoilar  lavafion  if  the  fortune  of  war  ifaoald  fubjeaaoy 
ot  our  iflands  to  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

That  your  Memomlifts  will  not  prcfume  .to  enlarge  farther  upon  the 
injurious  tendency  of  fuch  a  rigorous  and  unexampled  exertion  of  the 
right  of  cx>nquc(l  againft  private  property ;  but  they  cannot  forbear  to 
fuggeft,  that  if  Great  Britain  means  to  derive  advantage  from  the  con- 
qucft  of  the  French  iflands,  it  muft  be  the  htgheft  impolicy  to  deprive  the 
proprietors  of  thofe  ifland&of  the  very  limited  meant  for  cultivating  their 
landsy  which  their  internal  diflra<5tion8  have  left  them. 

That  whether  in  any  an4  what  degree  the  honour  of  theBritHh  nation 
may  be  affected  by  this  alarming  change  in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  war, 
the  oonfifcation  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  places 
18  a  quedion  of  too  much  delicacy  for  your  Memorialifts  to  enter  on ; 
but  that  they  are  impelled  by  their  own  mtere^b  to  make  this  reprefcnta- 
tation  againft  an  a£i,  which ,  if  adopted  as  a  precedent^  mutt  eventually 
prove  ruinous  to  your  Memorialifts  themfelves. 

Your  Memorialifts  therefore  pray  your  Grace,  to  reprefent  to  His  Ma- 
jefty  the  neceflity  of  immediately  fending  fuch  additional  military  and 
naval  force  to  the  Weft-Iiidia  iflands  as  may  fecure  them  from  the 
danger  with  which  the^  are  menaced ;  and  of  giving  fuch  orders,  re* 
ipeaing  the  contributions  impofed,  and  other  exactions  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  conquered  i(landS|  as  may  conciliate  their  minds,  and 
prevent  the  condua  of  their  Conquetx>rs  being  hereafter,  in  cafe  of  a 
reverfe  of  fortune,  quoted  as  a  precedent  to  authorife  the  ruin  and  de- 
llru^lion  of  His  Majefty's  faithful  fubjeds,  who  by  the  fortune  of  war 
may  happen  to  fall  under  the  power  of  an  enemy  which  they  may  be 
unable  to  refift  with  fuccefs. 

No.  IV* 

Loudon f  (>tb Fihruary  x*j^^» 

MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft  Jndia  Planters  and  Merchants,  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  refpeding  the  proceedings  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 
and  Sir  John  Tervis,  Military  and  Naval  Commanders  in  the  captured 
French  Weft- India  iflands. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  One  of  His^Majefty 's  Princi- 
pal Secretaries  6f  State, 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Merchants ; 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

THAT  on  the  28th  of  Auguft  laft  thev  had  the  honour  to  preient  t» 
your  Grace  a  Memorial,  in  which  they  Itated  their  lively  apprehenfions 
of  eventual  injury  and  ruin  to  the  Hritifti.intereft  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
from  the  violent  and  unprecedented  aflertion  and  exerciie  of  power,  £ud 
to  have  taken  plac  e  by  orders  of  the  Commanders  of  the  army  and  navy, 
againft  the  private  property  in  the  captured  French  Weft-India  iflands; 
to  which  Memorial  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 

That,  with  deep  and  unfeigned  concern,  they  now  repeat  their  repre- 
fentations  to  your  Grace  upon  this  very  important  fubjefb;  and  in  fup- 
port  thereof  t^^  your  Grace's  attention  to  the  ofiScial  proclamation} 
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iffued  in  the  name!  ^bd  by  the  orders  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jfrvis,  the  military  Commanders' io  the  Weft  Indies:  That  it  is  not  nc* 
crfljry  for  your  MexDorialids  to  advert  to  everv  minute  part  of  thofe  fe* 
TrrJ  prcxrlamations ;  it  being  fuilicicnt  for  their  prefect  purpofe  to  fub- 
nm  to  Vour  Grace  the  marked  inconliftency  between  the  proclamation  of 
toe  I  il  January  1 794,  preceding  the  capture  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique, 
coJ  thole  of  the  loth  and  aid  May  fubfequently  iffued. 

That  by  the  former,  **  full  and  immediate  enjoyment  of  all  lawful 
**  property,  accordiQ«^  to,th*-Mr  ancient  laws  and  caftoms,  and  on  the 
*'  ra'>(l  advantag^eous  termt,'^  is  (blemnly  pledged  and  infurcd  to  them, 
13  ihc  name  of  His  Majclly ;  whilfl  by  the  latter,  this  pledge  of  prote6tioa 
i^violatedy  without  a  ^ngle  a£t  affigned,  by  which  the  right  to  iuch  pro- 
tfction  baa  been  forfeited,  and  a  fum  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  con*' 
quffr,  to  compenfate  the  loldiery,  is  demanded,  under  the  penalty  of  a 
gcnrral  confiication,  to  be  enforced  with  militarv  rigour. 

That  neither  is  it  neceflary  for  your  memorialiils  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  particular  a6h  of  violence  committed,  iince  they  underftand  that  a 
Committee  of  merchants,  acting  on  behalf  of  fome  of  the  individuals  ag« 
grieved,  has  already  made  application  to  your  Grace,  an^d  has  fUted  that 
proof  is  ready  to  be  produced  of  fuch  faces' as  are  allcdged  in  the  memo-* 
rill  which  has  been  lately  prefented  to  your  Grace  by  that  Committee* 
That  your  memorialiih  are  unwilling  to  make  the  obvious  comments 
upon  proceedings  fo  repugnant  in  their  opinions  to  edabliflfed  ufage,  to 
national  characler,  dirc£lly  committed  by  the  terms  of  the  Proclamation 
of  the  I  ft  of  January  1 794,  to  the  general  intcrcft  of  the  Britifll  Empire, 
and  to  the  peculiar  policy  of  the  picfenf  war ;  but  that  they  cannot  for- 
bear moft  eameftly  ro  folicit  your  Grace's  attention  to  the  dangerous  pre« 
dicamcnt  in  which  the  properties  of  your  mcmorialifta  are  placed  by  this 
extreme  aft  of  military  rigour,  againft  the  private  rights  of  the  French 
CJoniftt,  fince,  flioald  the  fortune  of  war  be  reverfed  in  that  quarter, 
3nd  any  of  the  Britiih  iflands  be  captured  by  the  enemy  (an  event  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  reduced  (lat::  of  the  Britilli  forces  in  thofe  iflands, 
and  from  the  untoward  accidents  which  have  retarded  the  departure  of- 
f^.c  rcinforccnibnts  provided)  retalir.tion,ho\fevcr  temperate  in  its  prin- 
ciple and  extent,  will  be  little  Qxort  of  total  ruin  to  the  fortunes  of  your 
njrmorialifts,  and  to  a  very  coniidcrable  poition  of  His  Majeily's  fub- 


Your  memorialifts  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Graee  will  be 
plcaicd  to  reprefent  to  His  Majeftv  the  probable  dangerous  confequenccs 
(pirticularly  when  applied  to  the  Weft-India  iflands)  of  thofe  principles 
ajd  ids  which  have  been  aifumeJ,  declared,  and  practifed  under  the  au- 
thority of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  the  military  and  naval 
CoinmanJers  in  the  Weft  Indies;  and  that  an  inquiry  into  the  public 
condud  of  thofe  Commanders  'may  be  made,  in  order  to.  afccrtain  how 
fit  the  national  chara<flrr,  and  the  public  juftice  of  the  country,  have 
been  duly  and  properly  fupported  by  them,  in  fuch  hii^h  and  rcfponliblc 
ft-mons ;  and  that  your  memorialifts  may  be  at  all  events  relieved  from 
their prcfent  anxieties  aiid  juft  apprehenfions  of  eventual  injury  and  ruio 
by  a  public  declaration,  difavowing  the  principbs  (o  afTumed,  declared, 
and  acted  upon  :  vrhich  they  humbly  conceive  will  be  found  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  hottouri  julHcCi  and  policy  of  the  British  Government* 

(Signed) 
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Chairman  of  the  Meeting^. 
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,    MEMORIAL  of  the  AGEN  TS,  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
and  proprietors  of  the  ifland  of  MARTINIQUE. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  Hia  Majcfty'i  Sccrcta^  of 

State  for  the  Home  Department. 

MEMORIAL  of  the  Agents  in  behalf  of  th« 
principal  inh^bi rants  and  proprietors  in  the  ifland 
of  MARTINIQUE  i. 

-Humbly  Shevtreth^ 

THAT  your  memofialifts  arc  inftru^ficd  %  ntany  rcfpe^able  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  loyal  fubjcfts  of  R.i 
Britannic  Majefty,  to  reprefent  to  His  Mftjp{lv*'b  Miuiftcrs  the  injulilcc 
and  oppreiiion  cxercifed  towards  the  faid  inhabitants  and  proprietors  by 
General  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  Vice  Admiral?  Sir  John  Jcrvjs,  the  Ccir.- 
roanders  in  Chief  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  employed  in  the  conqucd  of 
the  above-mentioned  ifland. 

That  the  perfons  reprefented  by  your  mcmorialifts  were  not  the  ad- 
herents of  the  pretended  National  Convention,  nor  did  they  oppofe  the 
declaration  given  on  board  the  Boyne,  the  ifl  of  January  1794;  butoa 
the  contrary,  your  raemorialiils  <ire  intruded  to  iJate,  as  fa^ftSt  v.hich 
cither  from  their  notoriety  need  no  farther  prtx>f,  or  which  can  be  fub- 
ftantiated  by  indubitable  evidence,  that  when  the  Mayor  of  the  town  at 
St.  Pierre^  in  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  received  the  &r(l  fummons  Iron 
His  Majefty's  Commanders,  the  town  and  forts  were  fo  abfolutcly  ?.c  the 
difpofal  of  the  negroes  and  people  of  colour,  that  the  white  inhabitmtt 
could  not  manifeft  their  defire  ot  furrendering ;  but  that  immcdiarely  on 
the  retreat  of  the  people  of  colour  and  negroes  from  the  town,  they  iici, 
in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  Kiu^'. 
and  put  themfclves  under  His  Majefty's  protection. 

That  your  memorialifts  are  farther  inftru<5bed  to  date,  that  the  faid  in- 
habitants and  proprietors  whom  they  now  reprcfcnr,  relied  with  the  raox 
implicit  confidence  on  the  fccurlty  held  fonh  in  the  above-mentionrd 
declaration  of  His  Majcfty's  Commanders,  whereby  a  full  and  immedi- 
ate enjoyment  of  all  their  lawful  property  was  folemnly  promifed,  grant- 
ed, and  in  lured  to  them.  '. 

That  your  mfemorialifts  are  farther  inllrucled  to  flate,  that  in  defiance 
of  the  above-mentioncJ  declaration,  in  violation  of  the  Britifli  faith,  thus 
folemnly  pledged,  and  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  as  carried  oa  by 
civilized  nations,  all  the  produce  and  providons  in  the  town  ofSt^Pierrr, 
as  well  as  in  fomc  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  were  Ihortly  after  feizcd  by 
order  of  the  Commanders,  and  without  any  Court  of  Admirahy  being 
fird;  held,  without  any  previous  adjudication  or  form  of  triiil  whatfucver, 
fold  I'or  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

That  your  memorialifls  earnellly  entreat  the  attention  of  His  Majdly'* 
Minifters  to  the  terms  of  the  declaration  iflTuedthe  til  of  January  1794; 
and  humbly  fubmit,  that  the  foiemn  promife  held  forth  in  that  declara- 
tion was  diredly  addrefll!d  to  individuals,  not  to  the  armed  force  by 
which  the  ifland  was. held  in  opprelEon  ;  and  that  if  the  voluntary  and 
t»rly  fubmiifion  made  by  the  white  bhabitants  of  this  ifland  is  not  to  \)^ 
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coofidcred  as  giving  them  a  title  to  the  benefits  of  that  (blemn  promife, 
tialcis  a  fonnal  capitulation  had  preceded  their  fubroiilion,  this  declaration 
of  the  Comnaaoders  in  Chief  muft  have  become  a  cruel  mockery,  in 
cafe  the  adherents  of  the  pretended  Convention  had  precluded  the  pofli« 
bility  of  capitulation :  and  ha?,  in  fad*,  proved  an  unwarrantable  delu- 
(ion  to  the  loyal  and  unfufpcdting  inhabitants,  whole  eager  fubmiflion 
overlooked  urhat  they  had  reafon  to  conlider  as  a  needlefs  precaution. 

That  your  memorialifls  are  concerned  to  ftate,  that  the  feizure  and 
confifeation  of  the  property  found  at  St.  Pierre  and  clfewhere,  rook  place 
uodcr  the  prttended-^mi^iun  and  authority. of  the  Britilh  Government : 
But  cooCding  in  the  well-known  juflice  and  lenity  of  that  Government, 
and  anxloiss  f  jr  the  honour  and  int^refl  of  the  nation,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  and  of  the  other  conquered  idands,  (hould 
ccutinue  attached  by  all  the  ties  of  duty  and  affection  to  that  Legiflature, 
which  they  have  ever  reg:;rded  with  refpe^  and  admiration  : 

Your  memorialifts  humbly  pray,  that  the  cafe  of  the  refpe6>ivc  inha- 
bitants of  Marttniaue,  for  whom  your  memorialifts  are  agents,  and 
V.  hufc  claims  of  connfcated  property  fhall  be  fubflantiated  to  your  Grace, 
may  be  taken  into  conilderation  by  His  Majeily's  Miniflers  as  foon  as 
conc-ecicnt;  and  that  fuch  fedrei«  may  be  granted  to  each  of  them,  as 
lh:ill  upon  full  information  appear  coniiilent  with  the  juflice  and  libeta- 
lity  of  a  BxitUh  Government. 

<xec.  Wooifwd  Tf?tlluJon^ 

Chairman* 

No.  VI. 

MEMORIAL. -i — i Merchants  of  Liverpool. 

4  No  Date.) 

To  hu  Grace  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  one  of  His  Majefty^s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.  &c«  &c. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool, 
whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribcd ; 

Humbly  Shcweth, 

THAT  yopr  memorialifts  have  very  con liderablc  property  and  debts 
hit  to  them  in  the  fcveral  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  lately  fubje6t  to  the 
Crown  of  France;  and  which,  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  hoftilitles, 
have  fallen  under  .the  dominion  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  faid  property  and  debts  originated  and  were  due  to  them  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  confequence  of  commercial  tran- 
fscHons  and  dealings  with  thofe  iflands ;  authorized  and  fandioned  by 
the  Free-Port  a£ts,  and  paiticularly  by  the  commercial  treaty  with  France 
in  17S7. 

That  the  late  indifcriminatc  feizure  and  general  confifcation  of  Weit- 
India  produce  found  in  the  iflands  of  Martinique  and  Gulidaloupe,  with 
their  feveral  dependencies,  alfo  the  heavy  contribution  levied  ujx)n  the 
unfortunate  planters  and  merchants  of  St.  Lucia,  who  willingly  fub- 
roittwl  to  the  firft  fummons  from  the  Commanders  of  His  Majcfty*s  land 
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and  Tea  forces,  is  matter  of  mod  ferious  coocern  to  year  memorialift<, 
and  will  grieve ufly  affcft  their  property. 

That  your  meir.orialiOs,  conceiring  that  the  horrors  of  war,  at  all 
times  drcudful,  are  by  fuch  fercritirs  rendered  doubly  didreffiag  and  dc- 
flruftire;  and,  in  fa6t,  they  apprehend,  if  it  were  humane  and  politinl 
in  His  MajcH)  *s  Miniflcrs  to  p^'^hibit  the  continuance  of  fuch  Tiolcct 
proceedings,  and  the  levying  or  farther  illegal  contributions  in  the  con- 
quered iflj.r  Js,  as  it  moft  undoubtedly  was,  it  is  not  the  Icfs  neccffiTT, 
your  memorialiils  humbly  conceive,  to  order  a  reftitution  of  the  iajo- 
rious  booty  acquired  by  our  Commanders,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  ih«r 
agents  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Europe ;  becaufe  it  willftill  farther  tend 
to  confirm  the  confidence  of  newly-acquired  fubje(5lsiu  the  wifUom,  eoci- 
ty,  and  rooderacion  of  His  Majefty's  Councils  and  Gorernmeat>  anu  in 
the  good  faith  of  the  British  nation. 

But  were  all  thcfe  confiderations  laid  afide,  your  memonalifts  bcj 
leave  to  recal  to  your  Grace's  recolleftion  the  declaration  iflucd  on  the 
firft  of  January  j  794,  before  any  hollile  attempt  was  made  on  any  of 
thcfe  iflands  ;  by  which,  with  all  the  folemnitics  of  the  moft  imp^tfiaj 
formalities,  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  guaranteed  to  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  different  iflands  as  (hould  peaceably  fubmit  thcm- 
felyes  to  the  authority  and  protc6lion  of  Hin  Majefty,  not  only  the  m^ft 
uninterrupted  perfonal  fecurlty,  but  the  mod  ample  and  immediate  en- 
joyment of  their  legitimate  rights  and  properties. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefoie,  upon  any  known  principles  of  rearon 
and  juftice,  cannot  conceive  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered i(lan<is 
liave  merited  fuch  an  impofition,  which  in  its  confequences  equally  aod 
indifcriminately  involve  in  one  general  confifcation  Britifti  and  French 
property«.^the  friendly  with  the  hoflile,  and  the  peaceable  and  well-dif- 
pofed  fubjedt  with  the  turbulent  and  feditious. 

Therefore,  relying  on  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  His  Majefty's  !^Ii- 
niflers,  your  memorialiils  flatter  themfclves,  on  a  coofidcration  of  tbe 
preroifes,  they  will  be  induced  to  give  the  neceifary  orders  for  a  reilora- 
tion  of  the  payments  made  on  account  of  their  illegal  contribution,  and 
a  public  diiavowal  of  the  principle  upon  which  fuch  impolitic  proceed- 
ings are  founded.  1 

.  John  W«Wf  Mayor, 

James  Bold,  R.  Downward, 

Geo.  Dunbar,  Robert  Jackfon, 

William  Rigges,  Henry  Bowles, 

William  Dobl'on,  Thomas  Dickinfon, 

William  Ewart,  Edward  Rogers, 

P.Richard,  JohnWIlfon, 

fohn  Houghton^  Thomas  Bartc^i 

[ofeph  Ward,  Walter  Scott, 

Thomas  Twemlour,  John  Stanton, 

J.  Bolton,  John  Hewley, 

Afh  Byrom,  William  Syer, 

William  Leigh,  James  Alhcroft, 

Benjamin  Thomas,  George  Mercer, 

John  Lightbody,  John  Thornhiil, 

John  Thomas,  Richard  HoughtOD| 

John  Conway,  Tames  Qyick, 

Henry  Brown,  James  Percival, 

Edgar  Parric,  Thomas  Gleaveai 
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Thomas  Frankland^ 
H.  Moorc, 
V.  Pearcc  AMcld, 
Daniel  Backhoufe 
William  Harper, 
^Mliiani  Neiifon* 
Jofcph  Birch, 
Edward  Athcrtoo, 
Elijah  Col)hani, 
Thomas  HarTtfont 
Mofes  Benfoo, 
A.  Stewart, 
Edward  Newlham, 
WlUinm  Dickfon, 

amcft  Aft  ley, 

^'illiam  Harding, 

]ofrph  Dcare, 
ohn  Watfon. 
Iojn  Fcrguflbn, 
».  Chifncy, 
Peter  Leiceftcr, 
Robert  Wilock, 
If'hn  Drink  water, 
V;ch.^el  Humble, 
Tofletons  and  Backhoufe, 
Jt.Su  Backhoufe, 
John  Tarlcton, 


{ 


John  Hornby, 
John  Sibbald, 
William  Jonci  Calcott, 
William  Miller, 
William  Blake  Tharp, 
William  Harding,  jua« 
Andrew  Dodfoo, 
Jofeph  Lcay, 
Thomas  Rodie, 
Ellis  L.  Hodgfon, 
William  Bcgg, 
Thomas  Cartwright, 
James  Michel!, 
Thomas  Welfti, 
John  D'Aguilar, 
John  Palmer, 
Alexander  Carfon, 
George  Bowdon, 
William  Sircar, 
John  Knox, 
Kichard  T.  Tatham^ 
John  Thompfon, 
Henry  Ncwfliam, 
Thomas  Neufliam, 

}.  W.  Jones, 
.  Gardner. 


No.  vn. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND, 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Weft-  India 
Planters  and  Merchants;  dated  Whitehall,  30th 
April  1795. 

Whitehall,  30lh  April  179C; 
GENTLEMEN, 

IN  anfivcr  to  the  memorials  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  rac  from 
ihc  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  on  the  fubjc^l  of  certain  pro- 
clamations ifTued  during  the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
lerrisin  the  Weft  Indies,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majefty't 
Miniftcrs,  the  moment  they  were  informed  of  the  nature  of  thole  pr<K 
cL:t)aiious,  fcnt  dircftions  rcfpeding  them,  in  confequence  of  which, 
no  farther  proceedings  were  had  upon  them ;  and  information  has  fince 
been  received,  that  tnofe  diredions  were  fo  clearly  underftood,  that  the 
ir.oney  which  had  been  paid  as  contribution  has  already  been  returned  ; 
fo  that  the  proclamations  in  queftion  cannot  but  be  confidered  to  be,  at 
ufad  they  are,  annulled. 

I  am,  &c« 

(Signed) 

PORTLAND. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  of  Weft  India 
Planters  and  Merchants,  5 
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No.  VIIL 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND, 
to  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool,  fubfcribing  the  Me- 
morial to  his  Grace,  prcfcntcd  by  Juhn  Tarlctoo, 
Efquire;  dated  WUtehall,  2d  May  179$. 

WhitebaU,  id  May  170:. 
GENTLEMEN, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  memorial  prefented  to  me  by  Mr.  Tarlcton,  rch- 
rive  to  the  proceedings  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jerris,  under 
certain  proclamations  liTued  during  their  command  in  the  Weft  lodics,  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  the  moment  tbsj* 
were  informed  ot  the  nature  of  thofe  proclamations,  fent  diredions  re- 
fp^dling  them,  in  confequence  of  whicn  no  farther  proceedsngt  were  had 
upon  them  ;  and  information  has  fincc  been  received,  that  thofe  direc- 
tions were  fo  clearly  underilood«  that  the  money  which  had  been  paid  m 
contribution  has  already  been  returned  ;  fo  that  the  '^proclamations  in 
queftioD  caooot  ¥ut  beconfidered  to  be,  as  in  fa£t  they  are,  annulled. 

I  am,  &c« 

(Signed) 

PORTLAND. 

To  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool 
fubfcrtbing  the  Memorial  to 
his  Grace,  prefented  by  John 
Tarlcton,  Efquire. 

No.  IX. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  and  Sir  JOHN 

iERVIS,  to  the  Duke  of  PORTLAND,  dated  7th  March  1795.- 
iTith  Copies  of  Inclofures  therein. 

MY  LORD, 

'  WE  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Grace  on  the  fubic6l  of  the 
memorials,  which  have  been  prefented  to  your  Grace  by  the  \Vefl-Iodia 
planters  and  merchants,  and  others,  refpcSing  our  proceedings  and  con- 
cu6l,  as  Commanders  in  Chief,  upon  and  fubibquent  to  the  conqueftof 
the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  S  me  of  thofe  memorials  were  prefented 
during  our  commands  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and,  if  we  are  corre^Iy  in* 
formed,  they  were  preceded  by  perfonal  communications,  made  to  His 
Majefty's  Minifters,  upon  the  authority  of  private  letters  from  merchants 
and  traders  in  the  Weft  Indies.  How  far  thefe  reprefentations  and  me- 
morials have  been  adled  upon  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  we  arc  unin- 
formed j  but  from  the  nature  of  the  allegations  contained  in  thcro,  and 
the  objects  which  the  Memorialitts  profefs  to  have  in  view,  we  afliircour- 
felves  that  they  cannot  be  countenanced ;  if  they  are,  it  places  us  in  this 
fingular  dilemma,  that  in  the  difcharge  of  our  public  duty,  as  Com- 
manders ia  Chief  iathe  Weft  IudieS|  vrt  could  not  avoid  either  difobcy- 
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n%  Che  iiiilrQ6l!ont  and  frufiratiog  the  vie^rs  of  His  Majelly,  or  expofinj^ 
rjrfeivcs  to  cenfure,  by  diiappointing  the  wilhes  and  expe^ations  of 
Tv^rchanrs  and  traders  conne^pd  with  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  We0*India4nerchants  appear  to  be  apprchenfiye  only  of  the  con- 
^l^iCDcet  which  may  refiilt  to  them  from  any  precedent  eftablilhed  by 
)\xr  condufU  upon  which  the  French  Government  may  a6t  tow.irds  them, 
B  cai'e  of  a  rdrcrfc  of  fortune : — *'  Should  the  fortune  of  war  (they  fay) 
'*"  be  rcverfed  In  that  sjuarter,  and  any  of  the  Britiih,  iQands  be  captured 
'*  by  the  enemy  (an  event  to  be  apprehended  from  the  reduced  Kate  of 
^*  the .  British  forces  in  thofe  iflands,  and  from  the  untoward  accidents 
which  have  presented  the  departure  of  the  reinforcements  provided) 
retaUation,  howeveriemperate in  irsprmciple  and  extent,  will  be  lit- 
^  tie  (hort  of  total  ruin  to  the  fortune  oi  your  Memorialifts,  and  to  a  vciy 
**  coniiderable  portion  of  His  Majeifly^s  fubje6ts/' 

The  f^round  upon  which  this  complaint  is  founded,  we  take  to  be  to- 
tally diltinA  from  that  which  has  been  more  generally  and  mofi  loudly 
urged  (wfiich  we  (hall  obfcnre  upon  afterwards)  viz.     That  the  property 
of  emigrants,  or  thofe  who  were  friendly  to  the  Britifh  Government, 
and  contributed  their  aflHlancc,  as  far  as  they  were  enabled,  or  allowed 
to  do,  to  the  conqueft  of  the  French  iflands,  was  fubjedted  to  indifcri- 
minace  confifcation.    The  fear  of  retaliation  muft  arife,  not  from  our 
treatment  of  the  esemfes  but  of  the  friends  of  the  French  Government. 
The  apprehenfidb  ftated  is,  that  in  cafe  of  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  that  Go- 
vernment may  treat  our  fubje^s  as  we  have  treated  their's.     To  this  we 
can  give  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  war^  and 
the  orders  tranfmitted  to  Us  by  His  Majeity's>Minii(ersy  left  us  no  difcre* 
tion  as  to  the  treatment  either  of  that  Government  or  its  fupporters.  Upon 
a  reference  to  our  fecret  inftru£tion&,  your  Grace  will  perceive  that  Go« 
vemment  to  be  qualified  as  an  ufurpation,  having  no  legal  authority, 
and  its  fupporters  as  rebels  and  traitors.     We  are  diredted  by  an  order  of 
Council  to  prevent  foreigners  reforting  to  the  iflands  without  licence  ; 
and  that  order,  by  a  letter  from  one  of  His  Majcfty 's  confidential  fervants^ 
is  cxphiined  as  *'  clearly  marking  the  intention  of  the  Britifh  Government^ 
*^  to  keep  out  of  the  conquered  iflands  all  perfons  whofe  principles  were 
**  to  the  leaft  degree  to  be  fufpe^^ted  ;"  and  he  adds,  **  I  hope  you  have 
**  driven  out  of  them  all  perfons  of  this  defcription."  We  certainly  a6ted 
ia  conformity  to  ihe  policy  here  laid  down  in  many  inftances  :»-The  fuh- 
']t€x%  of  the  French  Government,  or  the  pretended  National  Conven- 
tioo,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  proclamation^  were  in  many  infbnces  fent 
away,  and  their  eftates  fequeftcred  ;  this  became  necelTary  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  thofe  iflands,  which  in  all  our  letters  and  inftrudtions  we  confi- 
dcred  ourfelves  directed  to  fecure,  as  a  permanent  acquifidon  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain.     It  became  the  more  necellary,  as  our  force 
became  weaker ;  but  for  the  precedent  eftabiifhed  by  thefe  proceedings, 
ve  are  not  refponfible,  and  to  the  fequeftered  eftates  receivers  wereim« 
mediately  appointed  for  the  benefit  of  Government ;  they  (till  continue, 
we  believe,  to  receive  for  Government  the  profits  of  thofe  eflates,  from 
which  the  captors  have  in  no  one  inllance  derived  any  advantage  or  emo- 
lament  of  any  kind  to  themfelves. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations  on  the  principles  avowed  by  the  Me- 
tnorialifts,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  call  your  Grace's  attention  to  a  ftate- 
oient  of  our  proceedings  in  the  conquered  iflands. 

For  a  detail  of  our  proceedings  in  the  conqueft  of  the  iflands,  we  muft: 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  to  our  public  and  private  difpacches ;  His 


ft56  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1795. 

M^jefly'^  forces  were  refifted  in  all  of  ihem  fo  lobg  as  reGftaoce  was  prac* 
ticable*  Notown  ordtftri^^  nor  any  body  or  dcfcripcionof  the  inba- 
bitantSy  ever  fignified  an  intention  to  accept  or  accede  to  the  terms  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  x  (I  of  January,  i794«  On  the  contraTy,  in  many 
places,  the  inhabitants  manned  biicteries  to  oppofe  the  attack  of  His  Ma« 
jelly's  troops,  and  in  every  other  refpedt  contributed  to  rcfift  thzm ; 
they  even  fired  upon  our  flags  of  truce.  Upon  the  conquefi  of  iilaods 
under  fuch  circum (lances,  we  conceived  it  to  be  our  duty  to  fccure  Aich 
property  as  appeared  to  us  unquedionable  booty.  -We  apprehend  it  was 
our  duty  to  do  fo,  upon  two  grounds,  rvt.  ifl*  To  prote^  the  rights  of 
His  Majefty. — sdly*  To  fecure  to  the  ofRcers,  and  feamen  and  foldicrs, 
fuch  booty  as  His  Majefty  had  or  might  think  (it  to  grant  them  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  fervices.  The  booty  taken  on  lliore  we  cooccived  to  be 
given  to  the  navy  and  army  by  His  Majcdy'sfeparate  infiru^Uons  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  and  by  Mr*  Secretary  Dundab's  confirmadon  of  gor  plan 
of  divifion  of  booty*  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Charles  of  the  7th  of  March, 
1704*  This  idea  was  communicated  to  the  army  in  public  orders,  with 
a  view  to  encourage  the  troops,  and  promote  good  difcipline,  by  removing 
all  inducement  for  plunder. 

Having  fubmittcd  to  your  Grace  our  ideas  refpecling  booty,  we  requeil 
your  Grace's  attention  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fei^ure  adhially 
made.  The  principal  eO  jtes  in  the  ifland  were  in  the  pofle^lioa  of  Re- 
publican agents,  as  confifcated  property,  and  the  produce  hgd  been  fcst 
to  the  towns  of  St.  Pierre  and  Fort  Royal,  (which  were  both  taken  by 
aflault)  in  order  to  be  fliipped  to  France,  or  otherwife  difpofed  of,  on 
account  of  the  Republic.  The  plantess  refident  on  the  ifland  had  tile- 
wife  fent  produce  to  St.  Pierre  to  be  fliip|>ed  or  fold.  The  former  ^c» 
fcription  of  property  we  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  French  Govern- 
menr,  and,  as  fuch,  to  be  lawful  prize.  The  latter  we  confldered  as  fub* 
je6t  to  confifcation,  in  confequence  of  the  proprietors  having  cither  re- 
£Aed  His  Majedy's  forces,  or  declined  accepting  the  terms  oflered  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  zfl  of  January.  The  towns  being  taken  by  dorm  or 
aflault,  the  property  in  them,  according  to  the  common  practice  of  war, 
was  expofed  to  plunder ;  but  the  troops  were  retrained  from  any  %tt  of 
that  kmd,  by  the  affu ranees  given  them,  that  they  would  be  much 
more  benefited  by  a  fair  and  equal  diflribution  of  booty,  than  by  iadif* 
criminate  pillage.  Under  the  circumdances  in  which  the  towns  were 
taken^  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  navv  and  army,  that  all  the  pro^^crty 
found  in  them  was  to  be  conlidered  as  prize  or  booty.  We  declined 
fandtioning  feizures  to  this  extent ;  but  being  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ifland  found  »t  St.  Pierre  was  unquedionable  prize,  as  be- 
longinc^  either  to  the  Republican  Government  or  to  individuals  who  haJ 
refiftcd  the  Britifli  forces,  or  rejected  the  terms  offered  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  id  of  Januaiy,  we  directed  the  felzure  of  it.  No  other  pri- 
vate property,  of  any  dcicription,  was  moleded.  Although  the  town  of 
St.  Pierre  was  taken  by  atraulr,  yet  the  fliops  in  it  were  publicly  open 
the  next  day,  and  the  inhabitants  employed  in  difpoHng  of  their  property 
and  tranfa<^ting  their  bjlincfs  as  ufual.  The  provifions  and  necciTarlcs 
lupplied  to  the  navy  an  J  army  were  regularly  paid  for,  and  every  fpecies 
of  general  merchancizc  (providons  included)  was  left  in  the  uncontroul* 
ed  difpolition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  property  fcized  on  ftiore  confiftcii 
only  of  the  following;  articles,  the  produce  of  the  illand,  viz.  fagari 
cocoa,  codec,  cotton,  and  caflia. 

^t  the  time  of  ihe  fcizurc  ao  man  iotimated  the  finalleft  doubt  either 
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)f  rbe  icfafit)^  or  propriety  of  pur  conduA :  on  the  contnry,  it  vrat  the 

;eiiml  opiaioo  tQat»  in  point  of  (IriAners,  all  the  moveable  property  in. 

:iie  tiiana  was  Uable  to  fdzure  :  in  thi»  opinion  we  have  fince  been  con« 

Srmed  by  better  advice  than  any  we  could  then  obtain.     Your  Grace 

9^11 1  not  tuppoie  us  to  have  deliberately  weighed  in  legal  balances  every 

ineafure  we  took  in  executing  the  arduous  ferv ices  committed  to  our  care  t 

i  that  had  been  ezpedled  from  us,  we  ought  to  have  been  furniQied 

vith  learaed  civiUians  as  advifers  or  aireiFors.     Unaffifled  as  we  were 

«rith  any  legal  advice,  we  arc  extremely  happy  to  find  that,  inflead  of 

txceedtfl^*  we  bave  fallen  rtry  far  ihort  of  exerciilng,  to  their  legal  ex** 

ceat,  the  rigbu  of  the^Crown,  in  feizing  the  booty  which  fell  to  the 

difpofal  of  Ka  Majefty. 

If  your  Once  will  have  the  goodneft  to  refer  to  the  reprefentationa 
firft  nude  by  the  merchants  to  His  Majcfty's  Miniflers  upon  this  fubjeft 
roa  will  §nd  that  the  complaints  againft  us  were  originally  fuggeiied  by 
bnttih  adirenturersi  who  went  to  Martinique  for  the  purpoi'c  of  pur- 
chafing  prize  property,    and  who  found  themielves  extremely  diuip* 
pointed  upon  difcovering  that  the  captors  had  taken  fuch  meafures  ai 
were  moft  likely  to  obtam  a  fair  price  for  it.    Many  of  thcfe  adv«ntu» 
rers  had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  carrying-on  commerce  with  the  Frenck 
iOandsy    (whether  illicit  or  legal  is  not  tor  us  to  determine)  and  were 
deeply  coone^ked  with  merchants  and  planters  in  Martinique,  who,  by 
tbeu-  refifiance  to  the  Britiih  forces,  or  by  difregarding  the  proclamation 
oC  the  I  ft  of  January,  had  fubjedted  their  property  to  confii'cation.     By 
way  of  reminding  your  Grace  of  the  fource  of  tbefe  complaints^  and  of 
the  regard  paid  by  the  perfons  making  them  to  truth  and  candour,  we 
bc^  l»ve  to  fubmit  to  your  Grace's  perulal  the  following  extrad  from 
one  of  the  firft  reprefentations  fent  to  thiscountiy  upon  the  fubje^t,  and 
which  we  are  informed,  was  laid  before  His  Majcuy's  Minifiers  on  an 
authority  not  to  be  queilioned* 

Exrrad  of  a  Letter  to  MelTn.  George  Baillib  and  Co* 
from  their  CorrefponJent  at  St.  Vincent's;  dated  14th 
April  i794« 

"  Our  Mr.  -^ only  returned  laft  night  from  Martinicjue^ 

^^ere  he  went  to  fee  what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  fpeculation* 
He  found  a  wonderful  collection  of  people  from  all  the  iilands,  but  every 
^^  equally  difappointed*  All  the  produce  on  board  the  veflels  and  in 
^^  Aores,  even  to  the  length  of  powder  and  pomatum  (hopsi  are  confif* 
aced. 

"  The  £ile  began  with  fugar  on  the  toth  day.  Fine  clay'd  ibid  from 
^to  67  per  cwt.  and  being  captured  goods,  goes  home  fubje^  to  the 
foreign  duty.  The  produce  has  been  all  appraifed  by  gentlemen  from 
tbedifierent  iilands  ;  and  it*s  the  directions  from  the  Admiral  and  Gene* 
nli  that  the  agents  do  not  let  a  calk  of  it  be  fold  under  that  appmife- 
neat,  Co  the  rail  value  will  be  obtained,  otherwife  it  is  bought  in  for 
tlie  captureri,  and  it  is  thought  the  greatcft  part  will  fall  into  their  own 
^ds ;  they  fo  much  expert  ib  themfelves,  that,  the  ihips  will  be  the 
laH  of  the  iales,  in  order  that  they  may  buy  in  what  is  wanting  to  carry 
|tome  their  produce.-  After  this  is  all  over,  the  fum  of  a50,oooU  fieri* 
iog  ir  to  be  demanded  firom  the  to^'ns  in  Martinique ;  and  all  the  pro- 
duce on  eilates  made  previous  to  the  day  of  farrender  is  to  be  made  prize 
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of«  Such  esttraiopdhiary  plandet  (for  we  caanot  give  i^a  better  Bant) 
was  never  known  before  od  the  hke  or  any  other  occafioci  in  civilized 
coumries.  At  St.  Ltkcia  they  are  to  levy  immediately  the  fum  of  500,0001. 
fterlinc:,  in  lieu  of  every  thing  eli'e,  and  no  produce  of  nny^-kiiid  to  be 
(hipped'  off  the  illand  by  the  inhabitantt'  until  this  OKmey  is  railed ;  fo 
thar,  independent  of  half  the  ruin  of  the  people  to  both  places*  do  par- 
ments  can  this  year  be  expeded  by  tlic  merabants  in  the  Rngl^  iflands, 
who  have  very  large  fums  due  to  them  for  aegffc>e99  &c.  foU  before  ths: 
war.". 

No  man  who  reads  this  letter  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  driborer  the  reotirt  10 
which  it  originated.  After  all  the  reprohatibn  it  contains  of  rhe-condu^ 
^of  the  captors,  and  ihe  wonderful  degree  of  philanthropy  diipbyed  for 
the  unfortunate  fiifferers,  it  (hews  a  pretty  flrong  difappoxntment  ir  tht 
Writer's  not  being  able  to  derive  s^d vantage  from  the  plunder  he  f«ccnites^ 
by  purchafing  i(  at  anr  inferior  price.  In  (hort,  it  the  captors- had  per- 
mitted the  adventurers  who  wiiliedto  fpeculatc  in  the  captured  propertr 
to  have  purchafed  it  at  half  its  value,  the  confifcation  would  have  beea 
approved  by  them,  and  the  complaints  now  urged  agaioft  us'would  ne- 
ver have  been  heard  of.  It  never  occurred  to  the  inhabicants  of  the 
iilands  that  any  thing  more  had  been  done  by  the  captors  than  what  t3< 
'  ufual  in  fimilar  cafes,  or  that  complaints  to  His  Maje^'s  Miniitcn 
'would  be  likely  to  benefit  them,  untih  th^fe  notions  were  inftiUed  into 
their  minds  with  a  view  to  gratify  the  refentment  and  pfx>niote  the  inic- 
reilcd  views  of  di^ippointcd  Britidi-  adventurers.  But,  indcpendem  0^ 
the- very  It^udable  motives  in  which  the  rcprefentation  juft  ilatcd  ongi< 
nated,  the  elTential  parts  of  it  nue  ifi  point  of  fa^t  totally  ^Ifc.  laflesd 
'of  all'  tlie  produce  in  the  ftores  at  St.  Pierre,  even  to  the  **  length  ol 
powder  and  pomatum  diops,"  being  coniifcated,  not  a  iingle  ounce  ot 
property  of  any  defcription,  except  the  produce  of  the  iiland  found  in 
the  town,  was  moleilcd.  We  were  fo  rigiu  in  enforcing  a  ttti^  difcipline 
in  the  army,  that  two  men  who  had  a^cd  in  breach  of  orders,  inplun- 
*  .dering  or  attempting  to  plunder  fome  of  the  inhabitonts  ^f  St.  Pierre, 
were  tvied  by  a  Court  Martial,  convi^ed,  and  executed". — What  is  biii 
as  to  all  the  produce  of  the  eflatcs  made  previous  to  the  capture  of  the 
ifland  bein^  taken  as  prize,  is  equally  unfounded  in  fa£l,  as  not  a  fingl: 
hogdiead  ot  produce  was  taken  fponvany  of  the  plantations. — As  to-thc 
allegations  refpe^ing  the  contributions  intcndcdto.be  levied  oaibe 
iilands  of  Martinique  and  St.  Lucia,,  we  fliall  preiently.  take  the  U^ 
berty  of  req^eHing  your  Grace's  attention  to  a  corre«Sk  (lutemeot  of  the 
fadls.  Frou¥the  in0ance  we  have  given  of  the  regard  paid  tn  truth  in  the 
reprefcntations  made  from  the  Well  Indiev,  your  Grace  will  not  be  fi  r* 
priced  at  thofe  ibtemeuts  being  followed  up  bv  menwrials  from  thr 
merchants  and  agents  here,  equally  unfounded  lu  fa<^,.  and  dciUtute  cf 
oandouv,- 

The  traniaiSHons  which  we  have  hitherto  detailed  or  referred  to,  relate 
principally  to  Martinique,  that  being  the  only  iiland  from  whence  the 
captors  have  derived  any  advantage  from  the  captured  property.  At(er 
the  conqueft  of  that  ifland,  St.  Lucia  was  the  next  obj^  of  attack,  ari 
was  regglsrly  fummonrd  to  fur  render.  The  fummons .  wm  reje^. 
The  Britifh  troops  landed  in  difiereiK  places  oti  the  ift  of  April,  (794* 
and  all  the  different  forts  and b'^itteries  were  conrpletcly  .taken  iwikllionot 
on  the  fourth.  But  although  there  was  no  fopce  on, the  iAaod  to.iDalte 
an  effedlualrefiftance  again (t  that  Cent  lo  attack  it,  and  the  inbsbit»u 
had  known  for  near  tVec  months  that  it  would  be  attacked,  yci  tuq 
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refifbuce  was  made  tliat  the  Ibrce  of  the  tflatid-wii  capahk  of,  and  no 
town,  fertreftt  or  any  deferiptioo  ol  the  inhabiUatf^  either  c^tulated, 
Ainrenderpd,  oc  propofed  to  lurrender  upon  the  terms  offered  in  the  pro- 
clamatioD  of  the  i ft  jof  January.  The  ifland  being  conquered  by  force, 
the  oaEvy  and  army  did  no&  coniider  ^e  inhabitants  a$  entitled  to  tho 
terfluorored  by  the  proclamaiiont  but,,  on  the  contrary,  as  liabk.to  be 
created  aa  eneraief,  and 'fUlge^ied  'toadl  the  confeauencei  of  conqueil« 
Under  this  impraffion  jhe  nstvf  and  .army  conceived  they  had  a  right  to 
treat  all*ahe  prodiloeof  thetfland  that  had  been  manufactured  and  fent  to 
the  tovn  of  Caftriet  (cheihippiog  port)  and  alio  that  upon  the  planta* 
tiont  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  agents  of  the  republic,  as  liable  to  confifca- 
lion,  wkkh  at  the  thne  of  the  capture  extended  to  a  oonliderdble  part. of 
the  crop  of  the  year*  Some  merchants,  who  had  been  appointed-hy  the 
Coniaiandecs  in  Chief  to  a£t  as  priae  agents,  fug^^eiled  to  the  principal 
plaoters  and  merchants,  that  it  would  be  a  beneficial  meafure  for  them  to 
<ifier  the  nary  atid  army  a  fum  of  money  to  waive  ihetr  claims  to  a  con- 
fifcadoB  of  the  produce ;  and  that  it  would  eafily  be  raifed  by  way  of  af- 
fetfmenc  or  contribution  on  the.dificrent  towns  and  eflates  to  <he  ifland# 
in  pn^onioD  to  their  property  or  value,  and  paid  by  ittfialments  at  diife- 
rent  periods.  Two  commigDciaJL  houfes  in  xGrenadu,  that  were  Tcry 
mu^  -conoc^ditt  St.  Luoia,  .took  an  adiye  part  in  promoting  this 
arranpmant. 

Yhefirft  fum  mentioned  ^  an  .oqaivalent  for  the  captors  waiving  their 
claims  to  all  coofifcation  whatever  was  500,0001.  which  fell  infinitely 
ifaort  of  the  vakie  of  the^colonii*!  produce  then  upon  the  ifland.*— Thii 
faro  was^  however,  by  uefociation  and  explanation,  reduced  to  a  moiety, 
and  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  principal  inhabitants  for  the 
paymoot  of  L^OyOool.  by  inilalmems  (vi7«.)  50,000!.  in  1794*  the  like 
fum  in  t7#$,  and  the  remainder  in  i796.->^ThehoufesolfBailiieandCo* 
and  Monro  ami  Co.  of  Grenada,  propofed  to  come  forward  .as  fureties 
for  the  iHand,  and  to  eivc  bill:i  on  London,  dated  Firll  Auguft  1794, 
payable  at  6  months  nght,  for.  the  amount  of  the  firil  50,000!. -~*This 
pnopofiil,  which  held  uuc  to  the. captors  the  certainty  ot  a  large  fum  of 
money,  without  the  trouble  attcndms;  the  feizurc,  condemRntion^  and 
(ale  d^'  eiaemics  property,  was  accepted  under  the  idea  that  they  vifould 
experience  no  farther  trouble  or  diihculty  about  it.     The  gentlemen^ 
a  ho  had  propofed  to  give  bills  for  the  money,  fuggcQed  from  time  to 
titce  fscb  orders  or  proclamations  as  they  thought  would  be  mod  likely 
CO  carry  iote  vfkGt  'the  arrangement  agreed  upm ;  but  in  (lead  pf  the 
capton  deriving  any  advantage  whatever  JFrom.this  pUn  ot  a  contribution, 
rot  a  fioglc  fliUling  ever  did  or  will  come  ir.to  their  hands  from  it.     ]n« 
itead  of  gaining  any  thing,  thc.capt«frs  v\ere  conxpletcly  defrauded  of 
every  ounce  of  property  taken  on  the  iiland,  except  tho  arms  and  mili- 
tary llores,  that  were  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  Public. — So  far  from 
having  pillaged  or  plundered  the  inhabitants  oH,  St.  Lucia  (with  whivh 
they  arc  charged)  the  captors  have  not  to  the  prefent  hour  received,  nor 
have  they  any  probability  of  receiving,  a  finclc  farthing  ariling  from  pciic 
or  booty  taken  on  fliore,  except  the  value  of  the  militury  iiores.-— \\>c  ho^ 
iifvea  fum  of  laocol,  or  ia,cool.  was  collected  in  the  iiland  in  part  of 
cht  propofed  contribution,  and  towards  ^payment  of  the  firft  inihilment 
.thereof;  but  not  one  (liilling  of  it  was  ever  received  Ijy  the  captors-; 
and  upon  its  being  intimaicd  to  us,  that  the  receipt  of  any  fum  of  money 
voder  the  denomination  of  contribution  would  not  mcer  with  His  Ma« 
jeuv's  approbation^  we  dire<5ied  whatevcj:  had  been  collected  to  be  re* 
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turned,  whicb  was  ieoordtiig:!^  done  in  November  tj^A*    S«ppoGo|^ 

ourcondud,  in  onginftUy  accadin^  to  the  idea  of  a  oontribtttioa,  to  have 

'been  ever  fo  unwarranfed  by  the  practice  of  war  and  the  law  e£  natuni 

(which  we  apprehend  is  not  the  cafe)  yet  we  have  been  very  unCcriy 

dealt  with  by  the  inhabiunti  of  St.  Lucia  and  their  ittftigmtari«— f  or 

90t  content  with  fecuring  the  property  which  was  clearijr  ltid»le  to  fet- 

0ure  and  confifcation,  and  afterwards  eetting  relieved  from  the  eomri* 

bution  which  was  prcxpoTed  as  the  confideration  for  reftitutloa,  dwyhave 

loaded  us  with  every  ipecies  of  odium  and  reproach,  which  the  mon  rigid 

cxadion  of  the  contribution,  or  the  moft  general  confifcationscovid  have 

excofed.     In  all  the  reprefentations  made  from  the  Weil  Indm,  and  foi- 

lowed  up  by  memorials  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  the  iotortSDo  bai 

been  fubftituted  for  the  a^,  and  urged  agatnft  us  as  fuch,  eve&kiogafttr 

it  was  notorious  that  the  idea  was  totaUy  abandoned.— *Io  doio^  dm  the 

Memonaiids  anxioufly  fupprelTed  the  immenfe  property  liable  00  confif- 

cation,  which  was  given  up  by  the  captors,  who  certainly  have  tho 

l^eateft  reafon  to  complain.    The  value  of  the  property  Ibund  on  ihorc, 

which  was  fairly  to  be  confidered  as  prixe  or  booty,  was  very  laff|^e.— 

The  captors  have  been  defrauded  of  the  whole  of  it,  by  an  infidaous  oftr 

of  a  contribution ;  their  acceptance  of  which  is  afterwards  turned  agttafi 

them,  as  an  exa^on  of  the  moft  tyrannical  kind,— la  acceding  to  the 

idea  of  a  contribution,  they  loft  fight  of  their  real  intereils.-^Tfacy  did 

not  forefee  the  fraud  artfully  meditated  to  be  pradifed  upon  theai ;  they 

did  not  forefee  that,  letting  the  property  efcape  without  any  prefcat  or 

adual  confideration  for  it,  they  gave  time  for  parnal  aad  txfmru  icpfc* 

ientations  sigainft  them,  and  gave  thofe  into  whofe  fnare  they  bad  fallen 

an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  revocation  of  the  whole  proceedings :  hy 

permitting  the  removal  of  the  prize  property,  the  captors  ftirniibed  the 

inducement,  at  the  time  they  removed  all  ground  for  the  dameur  that 

has  been  ratfcd  again  ft  them. 

The  pre|Mratory  arrangements  gave  time  to  fhipaway  the  produce  that 
was  the  fubjed  ot  confifcation,  and  the.  period  ftipulated  for  the  firil  pay- 
ment gave  an  opportunity  for  a  communication  with  the  mother  countiy, 
ib  as  to  try  whether,  by  calumny  and  clamour,  fupported  by  fallebood, 
and  mifreprefentation,  a  difapprobation  of ^the  meaiure  on  the  part  of 
Qovemment  could  be  obtained.  The  plan  fo  completely  fuoceedcd,  that 
the  only  refult  experienced  by  the  captors  from  the  projeded  contribution 
is  a  heavy  expence,  charged  by  fome  of  the  agents  who  firft  planned  and 
then  defeated  it,  for  commiflion  and  charges,  and  estty  fpeaes  of  oppro^ 
brium  and  obloquy  that  interefted  malice  or  refentment  could  fuggeft. 

The  idea  of  eontribution  iirft  originated  at  St.  Lucia  in  the  manner 
above  ftated.  It  was  afterwards  fuggeftcd,  that  the  plantejs  in  Marti- 
nique  ought  to  pay  a  certain  fum  in  confideration  of  the  produce  upon 
eftates  poflefled  bv  Republican  agents^  or  by  perfons  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  refifting  the  Britifli  forces,  or  who  reje£ied  thetenns  ofirrcd 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  January,  not  having  been  feised  orconfif- 
cated.  This  fuggeftion  originated  from  the  fame  quarter^  and  in  views 
of  the  fame  nature,  that  produced  the  plan  of  a  contribution  at  St.  Luda. 
Various  preparatory  orders  i»ere  liTued,  but  the  memorials  prefented  to 
your  Grace  feem  principally  to  confine  their  animadveriions  to  thofe  of 
the  loth  and  a  i  ft  of  May  \  upon  which  we  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  word; 
by  way  of  explanarion. 

The  iilancl  of  Martinique  having  been  conquered  bv  force,  without 
nny  capitubttioa  or  compaCtbariog  been  catered  into  with  its  iahaUtaBtii 
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m  apprehettd  the  whole  prof>erty  of  the  ifland  became  WMt  to  felzure^ 
atsdu  the  difpofal  of  HtrMftjefty.    As  Commsaders  in  Chief»  we  hare 
already  laidf  that  we  concdTed  ic  to  be  our  duty  to  proted^  Hb  Majefty 'a 
r^hli;  but  sn  doing  fo,  we  did  not  enforce  them  to  any- thing  like  their 
ful  eztsnt*    The  property  that  was  in  fii£t  ieia&ed.  was  conooed  to  the 
produce  of  die  ifland  found  in  the  towns  carried  by  afTault.    It  was  after* 
wmnlfl  foggefied  to  us,  that  if  we  gave  up  the  remainder  of  the  property 
liable  eo  confifcation,  we  ihould  £prive  His  Majefty  of  an  opportunity 
of  rewsrdiiig  the  nary  and  army  to  that  extent  which  his  rights  afforded 
tho  oppQituoity  of  dotag.    Anxious  to  do  ju (lice  to  the  fleet  and  arrny, 
and  at  the  fame  time  deiirous  of  alleviating  the  lituation  of  inhabitants^ 
who  by  their  oondud  had  incurred  a  forfeiture  of  their  property,  we  lis- 
tened CO  the  propo&l  of  a  compofition  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  contribution* 
In  doing  tm^  we  perhaps  overftepped  the  ftrt6t  legal  line  of  conduct  we 
ought  to  have  puruied,  as  the  compofition  ought  to  have  been  confined 
to  and  received  from  the  proprietors  of  the  property  liable  toconiifcation* 
But  ic  ought  to  be  rememberrd,  that  it  was  our  wi(h  to  alleviate  and  not 
to  aggravate  the  fituation  in  which  the  inhabitants  had  placed  themfelveSy 
by  reje^ng  the  terms  otfered  by  the  proclamation  of  the  lil  January  ; 
and  bf  acceding  to  their  propofal  of  a  contribution^  we  were  toki  we 
ihoQld  do  that.    By  the  terms  ^^  general  confircation,"  we  mud  be  uti* 
derftood  to  mean  a  confifcation  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  who  had 
not  entitled  thcmfelves  to  the  protection  offered  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  ift  January.    In  (hon^  none  of  them  acceded  to  or  accepted  the  terms 
ofered  by  it;  and  we  believe  your  Grace  will  find  the  legal  confequences 
refuMng  from  that  conduA  placed  their  whole  propeny  in  the  difcretion 
of  Hit  Majefty.     That  being  the  cafe«  we  were  called  upon,  as  His  Ma- 
jeily'f  reprefentatives,  to  fecure  kf  fo  far  as  We  ihould  deem  it  confiflenc 
with  his  Royalintention.  The  dainty  therefore^  to  a  general  confifcation 
will  not  bo  found  unwarranted,  according  to  the  rights  pf  war.     So  far 
therefore  from  complaining  again  ft  us  for  having  (lated  fuch  a  right,  we 
think  the  inhabitants  ought  to  confider  thcmfelves  as  favourably  treated 
in  its  not  having  been  enforced. 

The  proclamation  of  the  sift  of  May  was  founded  upon  the  fame  idea 
as  that  of  the  lotb.  But  there  is  one  exprelfion  in  it,  which  feeois  either 
to  have  been  mifunderftood  or  ftrangcly  perverted  by  the  merchants,  &c. 
who  have  made  comp*.aints  againft  us.  We  mean  the  part  where  it  is 
propoied  **  CO  raiie  a  fum  of  money  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  concjueft.'^ 
we  truft  we  arc  not  to  have  our  conduct  decided  on  by  a  rigid  cnticifm 
upon  the  language  of  our  public  orders:  That  the  a£ts  done  by  us,  and 
not  the  phrafeology  of  a  paper  we  may  have  figned,  will  be  attended  to. 
But  if  we  are  to  defcend  from  the  ftattons  of  General  and  Admiral  to  an- 
fver  verbal  criticifms,  we,need  only  fuggcila  fmall  variation  inthelan- 
guajje  of  the  paper  we  arc  fpcaking  of,  to  render  it  ptrfc£tly  conllftcnt 
with  the  idea  above  fuggefted,  viz.  that  of  accepting  a  compofition  for 
the  reftitution  of  property  liable  to  confifcation.  If,  inllcad  of  the 
words,  **  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  conqucft,"  your  Grace  will  be 
pleafed  to  fubftitute  the  words  "adequate  to  the  value  of  the  property 
*•  liable  to  confifcation,**  nothing  will  be  found  in  that  paper  inconfi  ftent 
with  our  ideas  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the  plan  of  accepting  a 
compofition  upon  dccUoing  to  enforce  them.  It  can  never  be  fuppofed 
that  by  the  words  **  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  conqueft,"  we  meant 
the  value  of  the  ifland,  and  all  tl.e  proi>crty  in  it.  Even  the  gentlemen 
who  complain  againft  us  do  not,  impute  to  us  fo  extravagant  an  idea. 
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**  The  value  of  the  conqueft^  itmft  be  underfiobd  as  rtferASIi^jf^ 
property,  which  the  cx«queft«f  the  ifland  had  made  thcfubjeft^f  ™*?* 
dod  wiiich  the  capron  conceived  had  been  conferred  upon  them  by  His 
Idajefty's  feparate  infiruaions  40  Sh*  Charles  Gtey.  But  whether  the 
contribution  which  thefe  prodamations  propofed  to  levy  wasjuft  oriifi- 
juft»  ehher  in  principle  or  extent,  we  did  not  expeA  that  it  would  now 
be  made  a  fubjedt  o\  inqinry,  as  not  a  fmght  fanhirig  was  colleded. 
The  prsje^  was  in  fad  .abandoned  long  before  it  was  knbwa  that  His 
Majefiy  slifapproved  of  contributions ;  no  Io(s*or  injury  of  any  kind  was 
in  point  of  fadl  fitibained  by  the  inhabitants ;  nor  have  they  theartfclve* 
exprefled  any  dtfcontent  or  diflatisfa^ion,  though  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  thele  proceedings  to  load  us  with  every  fort  of  malevolent  ipif* 
reprefentation  and  abufe. 

We  (ball  now  requcfl  your  Grace's  attention  to  <he  «ncinorinl  6jpied 
fey  Mr.  Thelluflbtu  By  way  of  imprefling  your.  Grace  with  a  juft  idea 
<i  the  candour  of  the  memorialifty  the  firft  paragraph  charges  iw  viih 
having  exercifed  injufricc  and  oppr^on  towards  the  inhabitants,  witfaoet 
giving  the  name  o(  any  one  perfon  ithat  has  been  injured,  or  ioftaaciog 
^  itngte  fad  or  tranfaoion  to  warrant  fo  drong  an  imputation*  It  is  noc 
vfual  for  men  in  high  rcfponftble  lituacions  fo  be  charged,  io  general 
terms,  with  the  exercifeof  injudiceand  oppr^on,  wiihuut  a  foundation 
being  laid  for  fuch  a  charge  by  a  datement  of  fadh,  from  whence  it  can 
be  fairly  dedticed.  Here  the  charge  is  boldly  made  at  the  outlet,  and 
'when  the  fubfequent  detail  of  fadts  (if  any  thmg  ftated  in  this  paperde- 
ferves  thatappdlntibn)  comee  to  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  compoTed 
of  either  policWe  falfehoods  or  wilful  mifreprefentations.  It  is  not  a  little 
^lingular,  that  the  name  of  no  one  inhabitant  of  Martinique  fliould  be 
brought  forward  as  having  authorifed  this  complaint.  As  to  the  Cbppoied 
futFcrcrs,  whether  they  were  planters,  merchants,  or  traders,  whether 
they  were  Frenchmen,  Creoles,  or  perfons  of  colour,  what  is  the  na- 
ture or  extent  of  their  loffes,  and  how  fuOained  or  octafioned,  the  ms- 
<inorial  ts  totally  (ilent.  Mr.  TheHufl(>n  ilntes  that  the  porfbns  he  re- 
prcfents  were  not  adherents  to  the  National  Convention,  nor  did  they 
-oppofc  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  January,  Whelherthat  fa^  is  true 
or  falie,  depends  merely  upon  his  aileitioo,  which  in  the  terms  in  which 
it  is  made  cannot  receive  an  anfwer.  If  their  names  ^nd  refitlence  had 
been  mentioned,  %ve  fliould  have  had  an  opportunity  of  anfwermg  this 
allegation,  by  ilicwing  what  part  the  perfons  named  took  in  the  conteil, 
iind  how  for  they  fufiered  from  the  Icizure  that  took  place.  The  iilence 
obferved  upon  this,  fiibjc£t  pretty  clearly  fliews,  that  the  principals  wifo 
to  fiirink  from  perfonal  inquiry  and  minute  invri>igation,  and  prefer  the 
mode  of  circulating  thdr  calumny  in  the  name  of  an  agent,  who  does 
not  hold  himleK  refpojiliblc  for  what  he  dates.  The  .allegation  with  rc- 
fpctSt  to  the  ftate  of  St,  Pierre,  when  firft  fummoned^  and  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  lubmillion  of  the  white  inhabitants,  is  |>ofitivcly  and  abfoJutcK- 
falle.  To  prove  it  to  be  fo,  it  is  only  ncccinrry  for  your  Grace  to  rrfcr 
to  the  anfwer  given  by  the  Mayor  ot  St.  Pierre  tOHHirfummons,  ard  the 
•detail  of  the  conquclV  of  the  ifland  eontarncd  in  our  public  liifpiitchec. 
Your  Grace  will  find  that  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  was  the  lafl  place  taken, 
except  Fort  Bourbon  and  Fort  ^oyal.  The  aid-de-camp,  whocaniril 
the  lummons  to  St.  Pierre  on  the  6th  of  'Fcbruarv,  injlead  of  being  re- 
ceived and  lillened  to,  was  infulred,  and  not  permitted  lo  enter  the  town, 
and  the  Mayor  gave  the  watch  wjcd  for  refilUnce  and  defiance.  60  fsr 
were  the  inhi*bitant5>  f:cw  being  well  affcdcd  totheBriiifhG'oTerl^incm, 
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that  thcyinanned  feme  of  the  batteries  near  the  towiii  and  ieveml  arme4 
vcfleU  were  under  the  neccffity  of  firing  upon  the  townt  to  deter  chen» 
from  givin|r  farther  fupport  to  the  adjacent  forts,  at  the  time  they  wera. 
;utackcd  by  the  Britifli  forces*    Their  fuppofcd  quiet  and  peaceable.  Tub* 
million  exteaded  no  farther  than  to  their  not  engaging  the  Britilh  troops 
wheo  they  enteicd  the  town  fword  in  hand,  after  having  takeh  the  fur* 
rounding  fcrti  by  aliault,  and  when  farther  refiltance  would  have  been 
fmittef*.     To  the  allegamn  that  dates  the  inhabitants  reprefentrd  by 
Mr.  TbcUuflim  to  have  relied  with  implicit  confidence  on  the  fecurity 
held  forth  by  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January — loofe  aud  general 
aj  itia — ^vrefeel  no  difficulty  in  giving  a  pofitive  contradi^on, -as  no  de- 
fcription  of  perfons,  in  the  illand  ever  intimated,  at  the  time,  the  mofk 
4iiunt  idea  that  they  conlidered,  or  weie  in  condition  lo  conGder  them- 
iiclvcs  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation..    It  was  public  and  no- 
toriousto  every  man  in  %he  iilaad,  both  Britifli  and  Fi-ench,  that  every 
faoi  of  it  was  conquered  by  force  ;  bur  relying  upon-thefe  fa^fls  not  being 
(b  generally  known  in  this  country,  and  encouraged  by  their  connedtiona 
in  the  Britifli  iflands,  and  fehofe  which  they  have  recently  formed  ia 
Great  Briuin,  it  is  not  improbable  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants  may  have- 
been  fince  induced  to  authorife  thefefaUe  reprefenlations,  in  the  hope  of 
obuining  reditutiun  of  the  property  which  their  reliOance  to  the  BritiOii 
forces  ezpofcd  to  fcizureand  confifcation.     Not  content  with  dating  the- 
condu^  ef  the  inhabitants  to  have  been  the  diredt  reverfe  of  what  it  in 
fa^  was,  the  memorialiCl  pcoceeds  to  alledge«  that  all  the  produce  and 
provii30i)S  in  the  tawn  of  St.  Pierre,  and  in  fome  other  parts  of  the  illand^ 
was  feizcd  and  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.     The  propeny  that 
was  fcizcd  on  fliorc  we  have  accurately  Hated.     Not  an  ounce  of  provi* 
fions  was  included,  except  the  produce  of  the  iiland,  fuch  as  has  been 
named,  fhould  be  deemed  {o^    In  fhort,  the  whole  memorial  is  founded 
in  faUkood  and  mifreprefentation.    It  is  neither  fandiioned  by  names,  noc 
fupponcd  by  any  document  or  evidence  of  any  defcription ;  and  yet^ 
upon  fuch  fpurious  and  anonymous  autlionty,  we  are  groialy  calumniated^ 
^  as  having  violated  Britifli  faith  (blemnly  pledged,  and  aded  contrary 
•*  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  as  carried  on  by  CLvilizcd  nations." 

Whether  the  terms  oflbred  by  the  proclamation  of  the  ill  of  January 
i794»  are  ta  be  confldcrcd  as  addrelled  to  individuals  only,  or  to  the 
Uxiy  of  the  pcaple,  is  perfectly  immaterial ;  for  noindividual  from  whona 
an  ounce  of^QToperty  was  taken  ever  intimated  a  wifh  to  accept  the  bene- 
fit of  it  unpl  after  his  place  of  refidence  was  in  poOTellion'  of  the  Britifli 
troops.  His  profc/Tiona  of  regard  for, .  and  attachment  to,  the  Britifh  Gro« 
\eronicntt  might  perhaps  then  become  vociferous ;  but  what  would 
have  been  faid  of  us  if  we  had  given  credit  to  the  profeflions  of  fuch  men  ? 
Had  the  fane  opportunity  offcted  at  Martinique  that  afterwards  occurred 
at  Guadaloupe»  all  thcfe  profeffious  would  luive  vaniflicd,.  and  the  pet- 
fons  making  them  have  been  found  amongft  the  fupporters  of  the  invad- 
ing enemy.  i 
The  ftrfl  memorial  of  the  Wed-India  planters  and  merchants  appears 
to  us  to  be  rather  ^  remonilrance  againfl  the  condu£t  of  His  Majefly 's  Mi- 
sifters  than  a  pcrfonal  attack  upon  us — we  .therefore  confidcr  it  as  not- 
calling  for  an  anfwcr  on  our  p:irts ;  but  the  other,  which  refers  to  that 
we  have  jufl  obferved  upni,  and  calls  the  attention  of  His  Majeily's 
Mtot(^ers  to  the  proclamaciotis  of  the  f  ft  of  January,  and  the  loth  and 
2tft  May,  we  tonfider  as  demanding  eur  attention— It  manitt-lUy  pro* 
cceds  throughout  upon  sk  Tippotition  that  the  fa^s  flatcd,  in  the  otlicP 
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Aemarial  are  mie,  and  that  the  iflhabitantt  of  the  conquered  Ubodt  had 
by  their  fubmiffion,  entitled  themfelvet  to  the  beoefitt  olfeied  by  the  Ut 
prockmation.  We  are  not  much  furpriaed  to  find  faiie  alkgattiooa  and 
unfounded  calumny  ftated  in  a  memorial  that  may  be  fairly  &td  to  de* 
fenre  the  character  of  anonymous ;  but  we  cannot  avoid  exprefiog  pur 
aftoniflimcnt  to  obfenre  tha  Weft-India  plancen  and  merchanti  adoptinf 
it*  Hud  they  jpoiTdTed  no  meant  of  afccrtaining  the  truth  or  hlUkood 
.of  the  matteri  ftated  in  it,  fome  apology  might  be  made  for  dieir  doing 
fo ;  but  the  manner  in  which  the  iflands  were  taken  being  matter  of  pub- 
lic hifloryi  there  it  no  eacufe  for  their  adopting  a  falfe  reprelenttdoa. 
It  was  only  neceifary  for  them  to  refer  to  the  Gaxerte,  to  difoorer  that 
the  memorial  preiented  by  Mr*  ThellulTon  was  pofitively  £tlfe  ;  bat  it 
feems  the  planters  and  merchants  did  not  wilh  to  be  undeceired,  bs  there 
would,  in  that  cafe,  have  been  no  colour  for  their  putting  the  inteipfe* 
ration  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January  which  they  have  dime* 
Hit  Majefty's  proclsimation  held  out  an  encouragement  to  lubmiffioa  to 
his  arms,  not  a  reward  for  refiftance  to  them.  jTbey  do  not  treat  tbii 
inftruroent  as  containing  an  alternative,  but  as  offering  unqualified  terns, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  iflands  were  to  have  the  benefit 
of,  be  their  condu6l  what  it  might,  whether  they  fubmitted  or  whether 
they  relifted.  In  this  refpc^t  it  isr  more  uncandia  than  the  other  memo- 
rial ;  and,  in  dating  |he  demand  made  by  the  proclamations  of  the  loth 
and  a ift  of  May,  it  keeps  pace  with  it  \ti  faimefs^  by  fuppreffing  the  fad, 
that  not  one  fhilling  was  ever  collected  under  them,  ana  that  ail  idea  of 
contribution  was  abandoned  many  months  ago.  This  hiEt  was  equally 
well  known  to  the  mcmorialifts  as  thofe  which  they  have  ftated,  and  could 
only  be  fuppretled  with  a  view  to  give  their  complaint  a  degree  of  plaa- 
fibility,  which  a  fair  reprefentation  would  in  no  degree  have  warranted. 
All  this  induftry  and  anxiety  to  pervert  the  meaning  6f  public  papers, 
and  to  mifrepre^nt  orfupprcfs  the  fa^s  requifite  to  a  proper  J  udgonent 
of  their  true  operation,  mulVhave  proceeded  from  a  confaouioefs  that  a 
fair  interpretation  of  them,  and  a  candid  llatcment  of  all  the  material 
hiEti,  would  have  (hewn  that  there  was  no  juft  ground  ^r  complaint. 
Taking  the  complaint  in  its  ftrongeil  fenfe,  when  the  fsuBt  is  afcertainedi 
it  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  having  been 
under  the  neceificy  of  conquering  the  illands  by  force,  conceived  the  con- 
queft  to  give  the  captors  a  right  to  fubftitutc  a  general  contribution  for  a 
confifcation  of  property,  which  tlie  condud  of  the  proprietors  had  expoled 
to  forfeiture,  but  wbirh  contribution  had  not  been  paid.  Had  it  been  fo 
put,  the  inquiry  called  for  would  have  appeared  ridiculous* 

The  memorial  from  the  Liverpool  mcrcnants  (eems  of  a  very  fingular 
nature.  It  calls  upon  His  Maje(iy*s  Minifters  to  difavow  principles 
which  were  never  reduced  to  practice,  and  for  a  reftoration  of  payments 
that  were  either  never  made,  or  long  ago  returned*  Though  it  gives  a 
falfe  colour  to  what  has  been  in  the  conquered  iflands,  it  is  not  quite  (b 
fleftitute  of  truth  and  candour  as  the  other  two,  upon  which  we  have  juil 
obfervedf  and  in  that  refpe^  only  differs  from  them.  We  fhall  here  dif- 
mifs  the  fubje^t  of  thefc  memorials  with  this  fhort  obfervation,  that  if 
there  had  been  any  fair  and  jufl  ground  for  complaint,  which  the  memo- 
rialifls  could  have  cdabliflied  upon  invcfitgatiou  fb  as  to  entitle  themfelves 
to  relief,  the  Courts  of  JuOice  would  haVe  long  ago  rcfuunded  widi  their 
clamours  for  redrefs,  and  Ifis  IVlajtdy^s  Miniflers  would  have  been  the 
Tafl  pcrfons  applied  to.  Confcious  that  their  complaints  are  unfounded 
{n  fidt,  and  their  claims  unfupported  by  any  colour  of  lavr,  they  fubfii* 
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rufc  mirreprercntation  and  calamny  in  thdr  place,  and  cndeavonr  pri- 
\2tc\y  to  ruin  aod  difgrace  the  chara<5ters  of  men,  whofe  condudk  they 
h^re  not  ventured  publicly  to  attack* 

Wuh  rcfpcd  to  the  perioaal  reqiicft  made  to  your  Grace  by  the  Wefl-- 

India  merchants  on  the  1 2th  inllant,  /ns  Hated  in  the  minute  of  the  con- 

tjrcoce  fent  us  by  your  Grace,  we  cannot  avoid  obfervingf,  that  it  fall* 

t»r  Qiort  of  what  is  called  for  by  thcjr  memorial.     That  paper  rather  in- 

li.^'jatcs  than  chari:es  raifconduft ;  but  in  the  prayer  of  it  your  Grace  Is 

c.aled^upon  to  inllitute  an  inquiry  into  our  public  conduct,  ^'  in  order 

to  afccrtain  how  far  the  national  charai^t-^r  and  the  public  juflice  of  the 

country  have  been  duly  and  properly  Tupported  by  us  in'  fuch  hiftli  and 

icf^K>ndble  fiations."     To  our  very  prcat  furprize  the  merchants  in  iheic 

c  'nvtrfatton  with  your  Grace  rtarc,  *'  that  their  object  in  the  application 

VkXi  not  a  call  for  inquiry  with  a  view  to  inculpation  of  our  condu£l,  but 

a  public  difavowal  of  the  mea Cures  propofed  by  the  proclamations  of  the 

jo:h  and  2  ill  of  May."    So  that  after  indireftly  fuggcfting  to  your 

Grace,  that  the  national  charafter  and  the  public  jufticc  of  the  country 

h^  been  wc>und<d  by  our  condu6t,  nothing  more  is  aiked  than  a  difa^ 

T  .wal  of  fuppcfcd  principles  which  were  never  reduced  to  pta(^ice,  and 

o^"  the  terms  of  a  proclamation  which  are  wilfully  mifunderftood  or  per- 

vmcd,  for  the  puipofe  of  giving  a  colour  to  the  clamour  railed  againft 

li  ,     In  fhorr,  the  merchants,  finding  that  the  prayer  of  their  memorial 

i>  not  warranted  by  any  thing  they  have  to  urge  againft  us,  wifh  by  in- 

ulrcct  means,  to  prevail  ujK>n  your  Grace  to  advife  His  Majefty  to  cen- 

urc  our  conduct  in  the  waV  moil  di (graceful  and  humiliating  ro  us,  viz, 

ly  a  public  difavowal  and  difapprobation,  not  of  an  aft  doii'  bv  us,  but 

oisa  intention  that  \\"A6  not  carried  into  eftVtt,  and  .vhich  inrciiti'jri  is  it- 

f'.K^rofsIy  raifrcprefcntcd.     The  merchants  have  nor  lli-wn  Aich  a  uif- 

pDlicion  of  forbearance  towards  us  as  to  inJuc?  yji.r  Giucc  to  brli^vc, 

t.ijtif  they  could  have  proved  u»  guiJty  of  i^ru-O'iiuct  thty  would  have 

reibrtfd  to  an  attack  upon  an  unexecuted  iiucniioih  and  have  cor.fmcd 

their  application  for  rcdrcfa  to  a  dif.ivovval  or  oMiair.'iS  cnccrtaimd  bv  us 

^^ith  jelpedttothe  rights  and  practice  of  war.     It  we  hive  acted  ilk-  viliy 

or  unjuftly,  the  Courts  of  fulticc  areoptn  to  the  paitics  who  may  think 

ihemiclres  injured ;  and,  fiom  the  difpodtiun  ft^ewn  towards  us  in  the 

n.-morials  prefcnted  to  your  Grace,  it  is  maaifelt  that  teaJernefs  to  us 

ii  not  the  motive  which  has  hitherto  withheld  the  claimants  from  feeking 

rcdrcfe  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Since  our  return  to  this  country,  ive  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in 
our  power  with  refpe<^  to  the  practice  in  former  wars,  where  any  illand 
or  place  has  been  carried  by  aifault ;  and,  indead  of  difcovcring  that  we 
haYe  exceeded  former  practice  with  refpeift  to  the  feizure  of  booty,  we 
jina  that  we  have  fallen  very  far  (horfof  it.  la  His  Majefty^s  feparaie 
inftroetions  .to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  diredtieyis  are  given  with  refpcd  to  the 
iiitinoB  of  any  booty  that  might  be  taken  on  (liore ;  and  we  therefore  pre- 
turned,  that  it  mult  hairebccn  His  Majufty's  intention  that  fuch  property, 
a$  by  the  rights  and  praftice  of  war  becJMne  veiled  in  the  Crown,  mould 
k  fcizcd  and  diftribiited  between  the  navy  and  army  as  booty.—* 
We  have  always  understood  it  to  be  admitted  as  a  general  propofition, 
ihat  go©d«  taken  from  an  enemy  are  the  property  of  the  conquerors;  and 
that  it  is  an  acknowledged  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  fcjze  enemies 
j?ood$  whenever  they  can  be  found,  if  the- victors  are  not  reftrained  from 
doing  fo  under  (bme  compact  or  capitulation.  Seizures  of  a  fimilar  na« 
Cure  to  that  made  bv  us  at  Martinique  have  been  m^c  in  crcry  war  for 

Yoi..  XLI.    '        .  Mm 
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many  years  pafi ;  as  for  inftance,  at  Vigo  in  1702,  at  Feykin  1745,  at 
Senegal  in  17^9»  at  the  Ha^annah  in  17^63^  at  Omoa  io  1780,  and  at 
St.- Euilatius  in  1781.  The  property  tdktn.  at  the  lafc-meDtioned  pbcc 
included  all  the  goods  and  cflec^s,  of  ev^ery  defcription,- found  upon  the 
iHand,^  except  fome  inccTntiderable  quantities  given  up  to  a  few  tndxvidu- 
alc,  and  yet  nb  inftrudtions  were  given  to  the  Admiral  and  General  fur 
making  fuch  a  fizure.  It  was,  however,  afterwards  approved  by  His 
MajeAy,  aud  a  gqint  made  of  the  whole  property  taken  iu  feroor  of  the 
captors. 

In  the  conference  between  your  Grace  and  the  merbhantt  it  ieenn  ta 
have  been  taken  for  granted,  that  the  proclamattont  complaiced  of  by 
rhem  were  inconllflent  with  that  of  tl>c  iirft  of  January*  If  your  Grsce 
will  reter  to  the  latter  you  will  find,  that  in  the  event  of  the  terms  ofiered 
by  it  not  being  acceded  to,,  all  perfons  adding  in  defiance  of  it  were  n>  be 
•*  treated  as  enemies,  and  expofcd  to  all  the  evils  which  the  operatioi  ^ 
^  of  wjr  would  neceilarily  brii^,  bothon  their  perfons  anil  poMetiBons." 
In  this  predicament  were  all  th>  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  illands,  ari 
eonfequently  all  oar  fubfequent  orders  ought  to  be  confidercd  as  ilibcd 
againil  perfons  fubje^l  to  a«  1  the  nehts  and  fcvcrities  of  war.  And  altbouga 
your  Grace  fecms  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that  in  exerciiing  thole  right* 
we  were  unauthorifed  by  any  *•  power,"  other  than  the  force  we  con- 
manded  ;  yet,  upon  a  rc-confuicration  of  the  fubjc<S^,  wc  are  perfuaikJ 
your  Grace  will  find,  that  we  pofleffed  all  the  power  vefted  in  His  Ma- 
f!:{ty  as  Sovereign  of  the  State,  whofc  force  we  commanded,  and  were 
not  only  warranted,  but  in  duty  boimd,  to  excrcifc  the  rights  of  war  in 
fuch  manner  as  we  fliould  thibk  mofl  likely  to  meet  with  His  Majeily'a 
approbation,  regard  being  had  to  the  inilruiTTions  with  which  he  had  ho- 
noured us.  In  the  fituarion  in  which  we  were  placed,  much  was  left  to 
our  difcrction.  His  Wajefty  pointed  otrt  to  us  the  objedlb  he  wifiied  to  sc- 
complifli,  but  the  mcsms  were  left  to  us  ;  and  with  refpe£t  to  all  inferior 
objects,  they  were  left  to  our  management,  without  any  inAru&ions  what* 
ever.  If  we  have  exceeded  or  abufed  the  powers  delegated  to  us,  we  arc 
not  only  amenable  to  His  M>tjeily  in  a  Court  Military,  but  to  all  indivi- 
duals in  the  Ordinary  Courts  ot  JuHrce.  We  arc  pcrfuaded,  that  neither 
your  Grace,  nor  any  ©ther  of  His  Majefly's  Miniders,  wiU  think  us  oh- 
jet^s  of  cenfure  on  the  ground  of  mere  unexecuted  intentions,  even  if  they 
fhould  be  found  to  have  originated  in  error  or  miflake,^  We  are  convin« 
ced,  that  it  never  occurred  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  captured  illands, 
that  we  had  treated  them  with  unwarranted  fcvcritv,  until  the  idea  wet 
iuggefled  to  them  by  Hritifli  traders,  who  had  inte relied  views  to  anfwer. 
Our  conduct  wns  approved  by  the  principal  planters  and  the  public  olf- 
cers.of  theiilands,  as  your  Grace  will  perceive  by  the  teflimonials  which 
wc  take  the  liberty  to  fubjoin^  Vanous  milreprefeutations  having  been 
circulated  as  to  the  value  and  extent  of  the  property  feized»  it  i*  proper 
that  your  Grace  ihould  be  infpiimed,  that  the  whole  which  was  taken, 
both  atioat  and  on  (bore  (excepting  arms  and  military  {lores)*  produced 
only  i8j,oool.,  our  proportionof  which,  fhould  it  not  be.diminiihed  by 
4elaimi  or  litigation,  or  by  difliotYoared  bills^  will  be  ir,437U  each.— 
Wetruftrour  Grace  will  excufe  our  having  entered  at  fuch  "great  length 
into  the  difcutlion  of  the  fubjed^,  as  we  oonlider  our  perfonal  honour, 
and  the  reputatioit  we  have  hitherto  held  in  Sodecy,  as  ferioully  at* 
tickrd»  We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &c*' 

CHAllLES  GREY, 
. .  Jth  Mirch,  1 7.95^  J.  JERVIS. 
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TESTIMONIALS  addrcffed  to  Sir  Charles  Grey. 

The  Committee  cftablifticd  tliU  A^y  at  St.  Pierre  by  me  is  hereby  an- 
thonfcd  to  give,  when  required  fo  to  ^ti  by  the  Staff  OfrlcrrJ  ot  the  army, 
;nd  flj»eciaHyby;C()loncl  Myers  and  Major  Orey,  all  O'^ctfiary  ovdcri  to 
procure  from  ihc  ftorc?  of  the  different  individuals  the  anidrs'that  may 
y<  found  therein  fudcable  for  tbc  fewic^,  and  the  Public  ChrP.  fliall  bJi 
^niWerablc  for  the  value  thereof:  pro%ndcd  jievcrthclefs  the  laid  aniclea 
U  not  iiableto  confifcation. 

Tbey  jire  alio  t©  deliver  «U  fleceflar}'  orders  to  g;ot  from  the  genera! 
ftore  the  aniclcs  found  therein,  and  required  for  the  fervice. 

Ar.d,  finally,  they  are  hereby  a«thori  'ed  to  dirc(5t  the  inhabitints,  and 
«thcr  indi%iduals,  to-find  the  negroes  or  srattfe^ccciTary  for  the  fcrxLc. 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  ' 

the  iStb  Februaiy,  1794^  ^hmai  Duniai, 

WE,  tbc  former  Members  of  tbc  Comtnrttec^ appointed  for  Govem- 
rcnt  by  hts  ExccJleucy  General  Dundas,  in  the  town  of  St.  Pirne,  do 
Itercby  certify  and  affert,  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  power  j;ivcti  to 
I  i  by  the  faid  General  to  procure  from  the  fevcral  individuals  what  ar- 
t-tics were  neceflary  for  the  fcrvxcc  of  the  navy  ;  and  m.i  cover,  that 
t'wfc  articles  have  been  accordingly  providid  for,  on  our  iiiuing  wrliteo 
cnicn  for  the  fa-mcj  and  that  they  have  been  dcliyered  by  the  diffcrea* 
inhahixanfs  only  by  -our  givjng  thc*n  the  ccct.iinty  cf  their  being  pai  * 
agreeable  to  the  above-mentioned  orders,  having  informed  them  thercjof, 
iad  the  origtoal  iK-iog  now  in  our  hands. 

Vi  c  do  tartbermorc  declare,  that,  except  the  produce  ftized  in  the  har* 
^'>'»^,  and  in  the  flores  of  this  town,  no  fort  of  goods  whatever,  bcin^ 
Irri^vh  property,  has  been  confifcat-cd  here^  and  that  ibc  fliops  in  par- 
ticuiir  have  never  been  molefted. 

I9  teftimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fct  our  hands^,  at 
St,  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  1 2th  November,  1794. 

i( Signed)     Catala^  jfacquin  Jun.  Boric* 

fecoul^  Ph.  Menard^  Sf.  Cerqucs, 

I,  tbc  underwritten  King's  Attorney  in  the  Court  of  Jufiicc  of  St. 
Fi-rre,  do  hereby  ccnify,  that  the  above  fignaturesarc  well  knovvn  to  be 
ibofe  of  the  former  Commiflariea  of  Government.  In  tcflimony  whereof 
1  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Court. 

St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 
tbc  14th  day  of  November,  1794* 

•  ^ 

A  tnie  tranftation  by  the  Cwom  Interp^ter, 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  x 4th  November,  1794. 

Chs,  S^rln* 

May  it  pleafe  yocir  Excellency, 

IF  the  iQand  of  Martinique  now  enjoys  an^  degree  of  happinefs  it  is  t« 
your  wife  Admioiftration  alone  that  we  are  indebted  for  it. — It  was  not 
rc<M!gb  to  have  conquered  the  colony,  it  wa-^  befidei  necelTarr  to  iafuv^ 
i:i  tanquilUty«-(-Aa  a^re  Tigilance  and  feafonable  meafujres  iur     pu 

^      ^  Mm  % 
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tn's  iOanJ,  the  mod  viihiablein  thcfc  fcas^  out  of  the  reach  of  ihecnem)  *• 
iiU'igiics  and  depredations. 

As  tor  us,  who  have  been  happy  enough  to  cn-npcmtc  xvlrh  your  £:r. 
ccllcncy  in  maintaining  good  order  in  the  town  of  Si,  Pierre*  we  lontt  % 
that  it  is  wholly  to  the  protc^ion^wiih  which  your  Excellency  bono'.i'rJ 
us,  and  to  the  confidence  which  he  placed  in  uur  abilities,  that  our  ti-:.- 
cc'i's  is  to  bt:  attributed. — Wc  flwll  ever  be  mindful  of  your  JixccHcrc;/; 
kindnrfs. — To  the  fcntiments  with  which  we  are  imprefTcd  let  biin  tlioxr 
lis  to  add,  the  alTuranceof  the  mod  fincere  and  unfeigned  attachment. — 
This  homage,  which  fprings  from  the  hearr,  is  the  taithful  exprrtuon  ^: 
our  gratitude. — Sir  Charles  Grey'-s  happinefs  will  ever  be  the  object  a: 
our  prayer. 

The  Members  of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas  a: 
St.  Pierre,  in  Martinique. 

(Signed)  Ajlorg  Jf^Jgo  Catala^  Subftitute  to  the  Kinc*»  At- 
torney ;  Renaudin^  King's  Attorney ;  Pecoul^  ad  Duiu ; 
Jaguim^  Regiiler;   Border  ad  Rcgider. 

Abilrafl  from  the  Records  of  the  SupTrlr 
Council  of  ryl.irtinique. 
MJRTINT^E. 

THIS  Day  the  Court,  anxious  to  jjire  to  his  Excellency  S:r 
Charles  Grey  a  proof  of  the  extreme  fatisfat^ion  they  have  felt  durir; 
the  time  of  his  adminiOration,  and  of  the  infinite  concern  with  *hicft 
thev  are  imprcUcd  by  his  Excellency's  departure  from  this  colony, 

Rcfolves,  That  MciT:?.  Clarke,  the  Senior  Maj;>(lrate  of  the  Coirt, 
and  Menant,  one  of  the  Magiftrafcs,  fiiall  be  appointed  to  exprcfs  xoiu 
Excellency  the  fcntiments  of  the  Couit,  when  they  will  prclent  to  h:;n 
a  copy  of  the  prefcnt  Refolves. 

'    Given  In  Superior  Council,  this  iid  Day  of  November,  1794. 

(Signed)     Rofnan^ 

Regiftcr. 
(Seal.)     Sealed  this  aid  Day 
•     of  November,  1791. 

(Signed)     ^jrdc. 

A  true  tranflrition.  Givdn  under  the  hand  apd  feal  of  the  fwom  Intr- 
prttcr  of  the  colony  of  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  the  i4th  Day  of  NV 
vcmbfr,  1794. 

Chin  Sar.'a, 

3VIartini€|ue — prcfcnted  the 
'a4th  November,  J  794» 

Wddrcfs  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Kaigh: 
of  the  Bath,  General,  &c.  ufc.  &c. 
SIR, 

ANARCHY,  and  all  the  crimes  by  which  it  is  furrouQdcd, 
had  fpread  it*s  etnpirc  over  the  French  colonies. — Your  Excellency  led 
here  a  triumphatJt  army.-^All  has  been  fubdued  by  you,  except  thecli- 
iDatc.— Ncccifary  prccautiops  have  determined  the  feverc  meafures  by 
which  Martinique  ha?  been  prefcrvcd  from  frcfli  calamities. — ^To  the 
pi^iniph  of  arm»  ypur  Excellency  has  united  the  wifdom  of  AdmiQiftr4« 
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rion,  and  yoa  cany  with  you  the  double  .calory  of  hftf  inc^  conc] tiered  ene- 
jripi,  and  bound  to  you  the  hciitis  of  His  Majefty's  flew  fubjcdo. 

(Seal.)     (Seal.)  (^iS"C^)  Clarke,  Mcnnnf. 

Atmc  tranllaflon.  Gircn  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Tworn  Inter- 
i>rcter  ot  the  culony— St.  Pierre,  Martir.ique,  the  24th  D^y  oi  So' 
vtUibcr,   1794. 

Charles  Svrin^ 

Copy  of  a  Letter  wiUtcn  to  M.  do  Curr,  Deputy  of  the 
Colqny  of  Martinique,  in  London,  and  «ddicfled  to 
him  by  Monl.  La  H.r"Jte,  appoiotcd  lor  that  jpujpofp 
by  the  Su|>crior  Council. 

Fort  Royal,  8th  November,   1794. 

BV  fuc  Rcfolves  of  the  Superior  Counc'l,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
trrtnimii  to  you,  Sir,  you  will  fee  that  the  Court^  ia  appointing  me  Com- 
n/.lLry  for  the  pur  pole  of  carrying  on  a  regular  cor  re  fpondv^ncc  wich  you, 
h.H  cfpecMtlly  directed  me  to  intcrm  you  ot  it's  opinion  on  the  meafurei 
laWn  by  lii*  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Grey  to  i'egure  the  tranquillity  of 

i  he  Court  has  had  fome  rcafon  to  believe,  Sir,  that  perfons,  moved 
f  various  ntotivts,  have  endeavoured  to  throw  fome  blame  on  the  ope- 
r.  Irr.sof  his  iixccllency  concerning  the  individuals  lent  away,  and  whofc 
'-:  H  LCT  in  this  ifiiuid  would  havt  hazarced  the  falcty,  not  only  of  Mar- 
•  ' \KK  b'Jt  of  all  the  Weft  Indies.  The  Court  thinks  that  i;  is  its  duty 
*v  undeceive,  as  nirch  -..s  x  is  in  its  power  to  di>  fo,  lli^  M:ijeli)*s  Mini- 
(::r3,  that  thc-y  mi^^ht  not  tutfcr  thcmfclvcs  to  be  impofcU  upon;  and 
tills  if  what  Liin  direi^ed  to  Ivt  thfsrj  know  through  you. 

The  procl..  nations  illiird  by  the  Comnianders  in  Chief  at  the  time  they 
a!t3t.ked  }yi.iriiaiquc,  nrci  which  probably  had  been  penned  agreeable  ta 
t'r^c  directions  they  had,  thefe  pioclamatlons  had  before-hand  declared 
I..:  rr.fafurcs  ih;;t  have  been  taken  lince-r-full  of  clemency,  while  they 
he'd  forth  ap.irdjn  to  all  rholc  who  would  oppofc  no  rcfiilancci  and  even 
r.citcred  them  from  the  criminal  prorecution  of  the  law,  for  all  the  hein- 
ous and  fanguinary  ao\»  oJ  which  iliey  had  been  .q,iiihy — tl  ey  in  the  mean 
time  had  made  however  a  fpeciul  relcrve,  which  they  detlired  to  be  un- 
jvoidably  fulfilled,  viz.  the  lending  away*all  guilty  people,  and  all  indi- 
viduals dangerous  10  Society,  in  a  country  where  Flis  Majefty's  intentioti 
'^'u^  to  re-cltablilh  the  reign  of  good  order  and  laws. 

So  evidently  ntcefTary  was  this  mcafurc,  that  it  fccms  nccdlefs  to  prove 
r— and  indeed  of  what  was  com  poled  the  fet  of  people  of  which  hij»  Ex- 
C'litncy  Sir  Charles  Grey  has  endeavoured  td  exonerate  the  colony  ? 
W  uitc.-,  moilly  Rained  with  crimes,  all  inftigators  or  agents  of  dcftru£tion 
cr  CO  afla;;  ration — people  of  colour  entirely  loft  in  guilt;  and  flavcs  armed 
2j:a''n(t  their  nailers.  It  certainly  would  have  met  the  genc^ial  wifli,  if, 
ia  each  of  thofc  clafles  the  public  punilhmcni  of  fome  of  the  moft  guilty 
iaclividuaU  had  fervcd  as  an  example  to  terrify  the  audacity  of  whoipfo- 
cver  would  prcfume  to  involve  again  the  colony  in  frcfh  difturbanccs : 
butWy  forbearing  to  put  in  force  fuch  fevcrity,  advantageous  as  it  wa?, 
it  became  the  more  neCwflary  to  remove  fo  many  people,  whole  impun'ty 
coald  only  entice  them  to  commit  crime*  again*  Could  any  tranquillity 
bs  expected  in  the  colony,  by  forcing  the  colonills  to  remain  furroundcd 
&7aU  thgfe  who  had  murdered  their  relationsi  their  friends  ?  wholiad 


tjo  PARLIAMENTARY  .      Kim 

plundered  and  committed  to  the  flames  their  property,  and  vbo  wen 
flill  ii^  the  fame  difpofition  of  mind?  Could  the  Commanders  in  Chief, 
with  the  (mall  force  they  had,  preferre  under  the  dominion  o^  Grnt 
Britain  this  country^  where  To  many  individuals  avowed  flill  publicly 
thcfe  fentiments,  contrary  to  the  new  Government ;  and  declared,  io  ai 
open  manner,  that  they  expelled  nothing  but  a  little  affiflancc  (mm  thi 
Convention  to  be  maftcra  again,  and  deliver  up  the  colonics  to  rhejiMJ- 
lotine  ?  And  fliould  this  be  looked  upon  as  a  b^ re  afTcrtion,  let  the  tru:h 
of  it  be  judged  by  a  reflciftion  on  the  events  of  Guadeloupe.  This  colony, 
which  had  juil  palicd  to  the.BritiHi  Government,  had  been  only  panly 
cleared  as  yet  of  the  dangerous  individuals  it  cont»^ned — A  fmall  arma- 
ment from  the  Republic  arrives  ;  the  Republican  Chiefs  are  at  firil  at  i 
lots  ;  they  hefitate,  and  are  al moll  ready  to  quit  the  coaO ;  hut  from  every 
point  of  the  (hore  they  rcccivt  information;  they  are  apprized  of  the 
weakncfs  of  the  garrifon,  and  of  ever)'  circumftanceihat  may  be  favour- 
able to  their  entcrprizc ;  they  are  invited  to  niake  an  attempt ;  they  do 
it,  and  are  foon  joined  by  all  the  perfidious  enemies  which'  Guadaloupe 
flill  concealed,  and  by  all  thofe  who  had  not  been  removed  fiireDougli 
not  to  meet  again  at  the  fird  opportunity. 

What  has  been  the  confequence  of  this  ?  You  know  it  too  well,.  Sir, 
3y  thcfe  events  the  fafety  of  the  old  and  new  poficflxons  of  Orcat  Briui* 
in  the  Weft  Indies  Has  been  and  is  dill  in  peril. 

Therefore  it  is  now  very  evident  for  all  tho(c  who  are  not  led  by  parti- 
cular intercft  to  think,  or  to  feem  to  think,  otherwife,  that  far  from  hav- 
ing exceeded  the  line  of  precaution  ncceflary  on  that  poiat,  authori^ 
has  remained  within  it. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  has  been  the  condu6l  of  Sir  Charles  Grey 
in  the  manner  of  fulfilling  thefe  meafurcs  : 

Guided  by  that  love  of  juftice  which  difiinguiflies  him,  by  that  good' 
nefs  which  is  the  foundation  of  his  charadcr,  Limenting  the  meafures, 
equity,  and  public  (afety  obliged  him  to  take,  he  has  negledted  nothing 
to  come  at  the  truth.  He  has  tafccii  every  pnffible  precaution  to  prevent 
private  animofitv  from  having  any  influence  on  thofe  operations;  he  has 
fpared  neither  his  time,  nor  pains  and  trouble,  to  difcover  the  errors  into 
which  he  might  have  been  led.  Sometimes,  through  the  apprehenSoa 
of  being  unjud,  he  has  preferred  rather  to  be  lefs  prudent,  Hnd  in  the 
conteft  between  his  opinion  and  the  good  nefs  of  his  heart,  the  latter  has 
always  ,had  the  advantage.  With  regard  to  the  property  of  individuals 
killed  in  arms,  abfent  fugitives,  or  tninf|X>rted,  he  has  done  every  thir^ 
that  was  humanely  poflible  to  prevent  depredation.  Wife  regulations, 
the  execution  of  which  has  been  intruded  to  honefl  and  able  men,  have 
^(labliflied  order  in  that  department*— have  continually  fought  the  means 
of  prcfervation,  and  prepared  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  inten- 
tioni  of  His  Majefty  on  that  fubjeA  will  be  cafily  fulfilled  when  known, 
'  Such  is.  Sir,  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  It  was  its  duty  to  manifcfl 
it,  in  order  to  let  nothing  be  unknown  to  His  MajcflyV  Miniders  of 
what  may  contribute  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  this  colony,  and  in 
order  to  clo  that  juflice  which  is  due  to  a  Commander,  whofe  pure,  up- 
righty  and  benevolent  intentions  have  difplayed  thcmfelvet  in  numerous 
circumftanccs  undoubtedlVf  If,  being  almod  conftantly  taken  up  with 
military  operations,  and  if,  finding  it  impoiFible  to  obferve  every  thing 
himfclf,  it  has  been  totally  out  of  his  power  in  fuch  a  ihort  fpnce  of 
time  to  make  this  colony  reap  all  the  advantages  he  wiflicd,  he  has, 
however,  procured  to  it  ytry  great  onps  progrcffircly,  and  his  ccoii- 
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fioal  care  will  |>rocure  more^  But  his  cooduft  has  particularly  been 
wonhy  of  praife  in  the  line  in  which  I  am  efpecially  direded  to  converfc 

with  you; '  ^  '"" -'-*  ' ^ ^'"     --  '^ ^  -r^t_  r-* 

tj  declare 

ij  the  (eries  of  diHuibances  and  danger  by  , 

and  nocwichdaDdiog  the  effoni  of  agitators,  has  enjoyed  fome  tranquil* 
iit)%  we  are  indebted  for  it  to  the  meafures  taken  on  that  point  by  th« 
Commander  in  Chief. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be^  &£« 

(Signed)  LaHanU^ 

No.  X. 

Copy  of  SEPARATE  INSTRUCTIONS  to  General  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  dated  November,  1793:— -With 
Copies  of  feveral  PAPERS  therein  referred  to. 

Seprate  INSTRUCTIONS  for  our  trufty  and  well-bclored  Sir  Charlca 
Grey,  Knight  of  the  Mod  .Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  Lieu** 
tt  Dam -General  of  our  forces,  whom  we  have  appointed  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  forces,  employed  or  to  be  employed  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the 
d^y  of  NoTcmberi  1793,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  us,  that  it  may  be  necelTary^ 
frr  prevention  of  all  difputet  that  might  otherwife  arife  concerning  the 
iidnbution  of  booty  gained  from  the  enemy  at  land  during  the  prefent 
expedition,  that  certain  rules  and  proportions  fliould  be  laid  down  and 
fettled  for  the  diftribution  thereof^  Now,  being  defirous  to  preferve  that 
l^amiony  and  good  undcrfianding  between  our  land  and  fca  forces,  which 
H  ncceilary  for  the  carrying  on  this  fervicc  with  fucccfs,  we  have  thought 
f't  to  order,  and  we  do  hereby  order  and  direct,  that  you  do  fettle  with 
^ir  John  Jervis,  or  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Ihtps,  in  what 
TuL^ntr  and  proportion  booty  taken  from  the  enemy  at  land  during  the 
pi^cfeat  expedition  fliall  be  diftributed  between  our  land  and  fea  forces, 
Iq  sU  cafes  where  the  fsud  land  and  fea  forces  fliall  be  jointly  engaged  in 
ibe  attacking  and  taking  of  any  place,  fort,  or  feitlement  from  the  cne-* 
roy. 

And,  that  you  may  be  apprized  of  fuch  methods  as  have  been  hereto* 
^re  taken  in  the  like  cafes,  we  have  ordered  two  copies  of  former  RegU" 
iitionsto  be  delivered  to  you  with  thefeour  inftrutStions,  whereof  one  i» 
^  order  made  for  the  aiAribution  of  prizes  and  booty  that  fhould  be 
^^kcn  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  an  expedition  againft  the  French  iflands, 
^Qdcr  the  command  of  Coimnodore  Wilmot,  in  the  year  1694;  and  the 
filler  a  Regulation  iettled*by  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  for  the  dif* 
(nbutioo  of  prizes  and  booty,  that  fhould  be  taken  from  the  cntvc^y  in 
^cyear  1702,  in  an  ezpeditioa  dciigned  to  have  been  commanded  by 
the  Earl  of  Pc(erborough ;  together  with  a  Paper  that  had  been  prepared 
•<^the  year  1 740,  in  conformity  to  the  two  preceding  (bttlements,  fo  far 
^whey  are  not  repugnant  to  provifions  made  in  this  behalf  by  fubfequenC 
*|s  oi  Parliament :  and  likevvifc  certain  Plans  for.  the  diilribution  of  the 
Y'iixi  ind  booty,  whi'kh  had  been  taken  at  Sc«  fiuHatius  by  the  Ut« 


I 


a7«  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

Lord  Rbdney  and  Major  Grcncral  Vaug^han,  tranfmittcd  br  vny  onJen 
for  their  confideration  and  opinioa  thcrcuiVi  *»  ^  letter  from  the  UteLo  d 
Vlfcount  Sackville,  then  being  one  of  our  principal  Sccrrtarirs  ot  State ; 
tvhcreby  yoa  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  form  fuch  diffKifiticJii  aod  n*- 
jruUtions  for  the  dilhiburion  of  booty  t»uincd  from  ihe  enemy  at  UnJ, 
durinjj  the  prcfcnt  expedition,  as  may  be  agreeable  to  juflice  »nd  co  for- 
iflcr  pradlices  on  the  like  occullons.     And,  whereas,  it  is  our  royal  inten- 
tion that  our  refpcdive  corps  of  black  dragoons,  pioneers,  and  artificers, 
who  may  fervc  ill  this  expedition,  ibould  have  an  equal  fliare  in  all  boory 
gained  from  the  enemy,  in  common  with  f»ur  regular  troofs,  you.  art 
hereby  dircv^k'd  to  tuke'  care,  that  in  all  difpolirions  the  fuid  corps  be  C(»a- 
fidcrcd,  and  have  their  fliare  of  fuch  booty  allotted  to  them,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  rcfpeiitive  numbers,  r^nks,  and  jwy:    You  will  aifo  ukc 
'  care  that,  in  fuch  ditpofuions,  a  proper  regard  be  had  to  all  negroes  wlio 
iliall  attend  thtb  expedition,'  and  to  all  pcafants  and  othera  workin^r  ro 
clear  ground,  aCiXlti^  at  fiegcs,   or  otherwife  employed  in  any  nul:t:iry 
fcrvicc. 

WHEREAS  by  our  proclamation,  bearinpf  date  the  igtb  of  this  in- 
ftanr  June,  VVc  have  directed  in  what  manner  and  proportion  all  priz^i 
taken  at  fea,  during  the  prcfent  war  with  Sp.rm,  fliall  be  diibnbutej, 


ing  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  His  Majefty 
**  fubje^fils  in  America,  and  for  the  encoura^^ementof  i'eamcn  to  enter  in- 
*'  to  HisMjjefly'b  fervicc,"  as  by  our  faid  proclamation,  lefcicacclc- 
ing'  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  appear : 

And  whereas  i|  will  alfo  be  ncceilary  to  prevent  all  difput^  that  rosy 
arife  during  the  prefent  expedition  about  booty  taken  from  the  enemy  at 
land,  that  certain  rules  fliould  be  laid  down,  and  proponions  feuicei 
lor  the  dilliibuiiou  of  fuch  plunder ;  We  have  thought  lit  to  order  acd 
dircdt,  and  V\  c  do  hereby  order  and  direct,    . 

ift.  That  in  all  cafes  where  His  Majclty's  land  and  fea  forces  (hall  1« 
equally  engaged  in  the  attacking  or  taki rg  of  any  place,  fort,  orcouniiy 
trom  tlie  enemy,  the  booty  there  gained  liiall  be  d^i^rlbuted  between  th: 
fftid  land  and  fea  forces  engaged  in  fuch  cnterprizc  in  the  manner  folic«- 


lUff;  VIZ. 


The  whole  amount  of  fuch  booty  fliall  be  divided  into  fifteen  er,  :.l 
parts  or  portions. 

Whereof  5-i5ths  fliall  be  pven  to  the  two  Commanders  in 
Chief  of  the  land  and  fea  forces,  to  be  equally  divided  bctuccn 
them. 

To  the  other  General  Officers,  Admirals,  and  Commodorrs 
x»i5th    to  be  divided  amongil  them,  in  proportion  to  their  rcfpcdivc 
falaries  i-i5th. 

To  the  feveral  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Qyarter  MjA 
tcr  General,  Adjutant  General,  Commiiriry  General,  Pay 
JVIafter  General  of  ihe  land  forces,  Jud^^  Advocate,  Sccrerari« 
to  the  General  and  Admiral,  Provofl  Marfhal,  Phyfician?,  Si:r- 
gerns,  and  Chaplains  General,  bv  land  and  fea.  Majors  of  le- 
3— 15th  gimcnts  and  of  brigades,  Aid-dc-Camps  upon  the  cftablillui^en*, 
Captaips  and  Lieutenants  at  land  Hnd  fea,  Enii<>n5,  Adjutains, 
and  Quarter  Msiilcrs  of  regiments,  ChapUius  and  Surgecusuf 
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regimcftts  aii<!  (hips,  Directors  of  the  hofpital,  thtir  Surgeons 
and  Mateiy  to  be  divided  amongH  them^  in  proportion  to  their 
refpedive  falaries,  excepting  in  the  particulars  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, 3 — ijthi. 

The  remaining  6  parts  to  be  divided  amongfl:  all  the  non- 
6-1  jth.  commidion  officers  at  land  and  fea,  foldiers  and  faibrs,  in  pro- 
ponion  to  their  refpedlive  pay  or  falary,  excepting  only  as' 
hereafter  is  provided; 

»5 


2.  In  which  diftribution  Commanders  in  Chief  by  land  and  by  fca 
{hail  be  equally  conlidercd :  Rear  Admirals  (liall  be  accounted  as  Major 
Oenenls ;  Commodores  wearing  broad  pendants  as  Brigadier  Generals ; 
Captains  of  the  fhips  of  line  of  battle  as  Colonels  ;  Captains  of  leifer  fhips 
of  war,  giviag  rank,  as  Lieutenant  Colonels ;  Mailers  and  Commanders 
of  fire  (bipsv  bomb  ketches,  floopS,-  and  other  fliips  of  war,  not  giving 
rank,  as  Majors;  Lieutenants  at  Tea,  and  Mailers  of  (hips,  giving  rank., 
as  Captains  of  the  lilnd  forces;  Gunners,  Purfers,  Boatfwains,  and 
Cooks,  as  Lieutenants  of  land  fbrces;  Midfliipmen,  and  all  other  petty 
oiScers  at  fea,  as  Serjeants  of  the  land  forces,  notwithilacdiog  any  aifpa- 
rity  between  the  pay  and  falary  of  fuch  land  and  fea  Commanders ;  and 
Ihall  receive  their  portion  of  plunder  accordingly.  It  is  likewife  our 
pleafui  e  that  all  foldiers  and  failors,  notwith (landing  any  difparity  in 
their  pay«  be  equally,  confidered  and  receive  their  refpedive  mares  ac- 
cordingly. 

3.  But  whenever  the  fenricc  done  (hall  be  carried  on  by  the  land  forces 
oojy,  then  the  whole  booty  (liall  be  divided  amongfl  them,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 

To  the  General  and  Commander  in  Chief        —        —       5 — i  ^ths. 

To  the  General  Officers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpe6live  fa- 
laries —  ••  —         ^ — iSth, 

To  the  ieveral  Colonels  and  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Quarter 
Mailer  General,  Adjutant  General,  CommiiTary  General,  ^ 
Paymader  General,  Judge  Advocate^  Secretary,  Phy(ician, 
Chaplain,  and  Surgeon  to  the  General.  Provoil  Marfhal, 
Majors  of  regiments,  and  of  brigades,  Aid*de-Camps  upon 
the  eflabliffament.  Captains,  Lieutenants,  £nfigns.  Adju- 
tants, Quarter  Maders,  Chaplains  and  Surgeons  of  regi- 
ments. Directors  of  hofpitals,'  their  Surgeons  and  Mates, 
3 — i5ths,  to  be  divided  amongfl  them,  in  proportion  to 
their  refpe^ve  pay  or  falaries —      3 — ijths. 

The  remaining  fix  parts  to  be  divided  amongfl  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpec- 
live  pay  or  (ahries  ■'  —         6— 1  jths. 

IS 


4«  It  IS  likewife  our  intention  that  in  both  the  afore-mentioned  didri- 
butions,  commiflaries  of  (lores  and  provifions,  and  all  the  commi^oa 
and  noo-commiffion  officers,  engineers,  gunners,  matroiles,  artificers^ 
and  (bldiers  bdoogin^  to  the  train  of  artillery  attending  this  expeditiont 

Vot,  XLI.  N  a 
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be  confidlered  and  have  their  (h^re  of  the  faid  plunder,  in  proportion  to 
their  ranks  and  falaries. 

$.  But  no  ofhccr  (linll  be  itllowed  to  (kare  in  t\vo  capacitiei  (that  hto 
fay)  both  as  a  General  Officer  and  Colonel  of  a  regiment,  eras  Adju- 
tant and  Lieutemint,  as  the  cafe  may  happen  ;  and  whenever  any  pcrfon 
fhail  hold  two  diftercnt  employments,  he  iball  chufe  in  which  of  tHetnhc 
will  take  his  dividend;  but  it  is  not  hereby  intended  to  exclude  Colooci^ 
Lieutenant  Colonels,  and  Majors,  from  rccciring  their  Ihares  as  Cip- 
tains,  as  well  as  field  officers. 

6.  And  whereas  His  IVIajclly,  by  tn(lru6lions  to  his  governors  of  b/« 
colonies  on  the  Continent  of  North  America,  and  to  his  governor  of  tbc 
Leeward  iflands,  has  declared  it  to  be  His  R*  ;al  intention,  that  the  forces 
ordered  to  be  mi  fed  by  the  faid  Governors  for  His  Majc{fy's  fcrvicc» 
and  to  attend  this  expedition,  (hall  have  an  equal  (liare  in  all  plunder 

fained  from  the  enemy,  in  common  with  the  red  of  His  Majefty's troop* : 
Jow  you  are  hereby  directed  to  take  care,  that  in  all  diilributions  tbe 
faid  American  levies  be  confidered,  and  have  their  fhare  of  all  booty,  in 
proportion  to  their  refpci^ivc  ranks  and  pay  accordingly. 
,  7.  We  do  alfo  think  fit  to  direct,  that  pioneers  or  peafants,  working 
'  to  clear  grounds,  and  alTifl  at  iieges,  fhali  be  coniidcred,  and  have  their 
didribution  of  booty  eqtially  with  the  common  foldicrs  j  and  that  every 
of!icer»  foidier,  or  fcaman,  that  iliall  happen  tb  be  wounded  in  any  iiege 
or  action  >\'herc  booty  ihall  be  taken,  (hall  have  a  double  fbare,  in  pro- 
portion to  his-rank,  in  confideration  of  fuch  wounds. 

JNNE  R. 

The  DISTRIBUTION  of  PRIZES  and  BOOTY  that  (hall  be 

taken  from  the  Enemy  in  the  Well  Indies* 

THAT  of  ^\\  the  prizes  taken  at  fca,  Her  M.ijcfty  do,  in  the  fcf! 
place,  refcrve  to  hcrfelf  and  the  States  General,  all  guns,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  the  hulks,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  naval  Uorts,  and  pro- 
vifions  of  fliips  of  war. 

That  the  whole  remainder,  after  dedu£ting  the  tenths  for  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  Her  Majefly  and  the  States  General  fluU  have  t\vo 
thirds. 

That  the  remaining  third  (after  fuch  defalcation)  ihall  be  divided  icto 
fixtcen  parts,  and  dillributed  as  follows : 

'    To  the  Admiral  .'■   '  3  Sixteenths. 

To  the  Vice  Admiral  — ,  t 

To  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants  — :  4 

To  the  rerf  of  the  non-com miffion  officers  1  g 
and  Seamen                     ■               —     J 

ft 

Thatall  prizes  at  fca  be  divided  among  the  feameo  only,  according rd 

the  fai:d  proportions ;    and  that  the  booty  at  land  be  divided  among  the; 

landmen  only.  J 

That  of  all  booty  taken  at  land.  Her  Majefty  docs  rcfervc  to  hcrfelf 

and  the  States  General,  two  thirds,  in  cafe  the  town  or  placo  be  taken 

by  capitulation;    but  in  cafe  the  place  or  town  be  taken  by  fionr, 

'  then  Her  Majefty  refcrves  to  herfcU  and  the  States  General  only  one 

*  Ihirdr  '  -  A 
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That  the  fem^ining;  third,  or  two  thirds  su  aforefaid,  fliall  be  divided 
icto  Extern  parts,  and  fliall  be  diflributed  as  follows,  viz. 

Ta  the  General  .  —     3 

To  the  other  officers  '   ■  —     i 

To  the  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Major, 

Captain,  Lieutenants,  and  Eoligns  ^—     4    , 

To  tha  red  of  the  non-commillioncd  officei's 
and  foldiers  '  —    B 


rr 


16 


That  when  any  landmen  arc  commanded  on  board  any  (liips  of  Her 
?»Iajcfly  and  the  States,  in  any  expedition,  or  if  m  their  pafTagc  to  the 
V/cft  Indies,  or  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  one  place  to  another,  that  tran- 
fports  (hall  be  engaged,  and  a  prize  taken,  the  landmen,  aswell  officers 
2$  common  foldiers,  on  board  the  (hips  of  war  or  trunfport  (liip?,  (liall 
Wconfidcredas  feamcn  ;  and  that  whf-;n  feamcn  (hall  be  joined  ivith  land- 
men in  land  fcrvjcc,  they  likewife,  both  officers  and  men,  (liall  be  confi- 
dcred  as  landmen  in  the  dividends  of  the  booty. 

That  of  all  booty  and  prizes  to  be  taken  in  any  fervice  at  land,  ia. 
\^bich  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  fquadron  for  the  time  beinij 
(liall  affift,  with  feamen  belonging  to  the  (liips  of  that  fquadron  (which 
men  (hall  not  be  diftributcd  into  companies  of  a  |e(Tcr  number  than 
uhat  the  land  forces  do  conlift  of)  the  Commander  in  Chief  fliall  have 
the  fame  fliarc  as  is  allowed  to  a  Colonel,  and  the  officers  which  fliall  be, 
appointed  by  him  to  command  thefe  men  (hall  in  like  manner  be  cpnii- 
iit  red  as  land  officers 

That  where  Her  Majefty's  fliips  and  thofe  of  the  States  fliall  concurla: 
the  Ce^c  or  attack  of  a  place,  the  officers  and  feamen  of  thofe  fliips  (hall 
fiuire  in  the  difiribution  of  the  booty  as  landmen. 

That  if  Hny  fleet  of  the  enemy  (hall  c6mc  to  relieve  any  place  fo  at- 
Uckcdor  bcfieged,  and  that  the  fleet  of  Her  Majefty  and  thcStates  Ge- 
neral, or  any  fquadron  of  it,  fliall  attack  fucfc  fliect,  then  the  officers  and 
feamen  of  fuch  fleet  or  fquadron,  fo  engaged,  fliall  fliare  as  landmen  ia 
the  diflribution  of  the  booty  of  fuch  place,  if  taken. 

That  in  all  other  cafes  which  cannot  be  forefeen,  the  Admiral  of  the 
fleets  of  Her  Majefty  and  the  States  General  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 
General  of  the  land  forces  ih^re,  fliall  concert  fuch  meafures  for  the  dif- 
tribution  of  the  booty  and  plunder,  as  may  fcem  moft  agreeable  to  thefe 
Cjredions,  and  as  the  particular  nature  of  the  cafe  may  require. 

That  in  all  fuch  caies  as  aforefai3,  where  the  fca  a»d  land  men  fliall  be 
jnntly  entitled  to  the  dividend,  the  fame  fliall  be  done  after  the  refpcc- 
•^e  defalcations  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  following  proportions. 

Between  the  Admiral  and  General  at  Land  equally     3  Sixteenths. 
Between  the  Vice  Admiral  and  other  general  officers  1 
Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Miijors,  Captains  at 

Tea  and  land,  and  Enflgns  ■  a 

The  rei^  of  the  non-com  mi  ffioncd  officers  at  fea  and 
land,  the  feamen  and  foMiers  ■        —  8 

That  no  officer  of  the  militia  (hall  be  confidercd  as  a  Colonel  that 
commands  lefs  than  500  men,  nor  as  a  Captain  that  hath  fewer  in  his 
company  than  forty,  unlefs  fuch  regiment  or  Company,  after  their  pro* 
ceeding  on  this  expedition,  happen  to  be  reduced  by  (icknefs,  or  the  aq» 

cidcntspf  MHUr. 
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The  abovefaid  proportions  allowed  to  the  feamen  and  landmen  fluU  be 
in  all  cafes  Jiflributed  betiveen  the  Englifti  and  Dutch  in  the  manocr 
following;  viz.  the  Dutch  fliall  have  i'uch  part  thereof  as  i$  proporttoa* 
able  to  the  number  cf  iliips  or  landmen  refpedtively  employed  in  the  re- 
fpcdtive  ferviceSy  to  be  divided  among  them  a?  their  Commanders  ia 
Chief  fhall  judge  proper^  and  the  reil  (hall  be  difpofed  as  aboveiaid  to 
Her  MajeAy's  fubjcds. 

The  DISTRIBUTION  of  the  PRIZES  and  BOOTY 
that  (hould  be  taken  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the 
Command  of  Commodore  Wilmot,  1694. 

1.  ALL  prizes  taken  at  Tea  were  to  be  diftributad  according  to  ao  a<^ 
of  Parliament  in  that  behalf;  and  of  all  the  booty  at  land,  a  third  pore 
^vas  to  be  fet  afide  for  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Jamaica,  when  Com- 
mander in  Chief  on  any  expedition,  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  time  being  ;  the  other  two  thirds  to  be  didributed  among  the  officers 
and  fokiiers^  as  will  be  hereafter  more  panicularly  exprefled. 

2.  His  Maje{ly*8  part  of  all  prizes  at  Tea  was  to  be  divided  amon^the 
feamen  only,  and  the  booty  at  land  among  the  landmen. 

3.  But  when  landmen  happened  to  be  commanded  on  board  upon  any 
expedition,  or  if  in  their  pailage  to  the  Wefl  Indies  their  tranfport  ihi^ 
fhould  be  engaged,  and  a  prize  taken,  fuch  landmen  were  to  be  coru- 
3ered  as  feamen,  and  their  officers  on  board  to  receive  a  (liare,  according 
to  their  pay ;  and  in  like  manner  the  feamen  and  their  officers^  whenoa 
iliore,  were  to  receive  a  dividend,  accordthg  to  their  pay. 

4.  That  all  booty  taken  in  fervice  on  (horc,  wherein  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  fquadron  for  the  time  being  fliould  ailiil  with  4oofeamca 
ormore^  the  faid  Commander  in  Chief  was  to  have  the  (liare  allotted  to  a 
Colonel,  and  the  officers  appointed  by  him  to  command  thofe  men  to  be 
cfonfidcred  as  land  officers. 

{.  No  officer  of  the  militia  was  to  be  conGdeied  as  a  Colonel,  who 
commanded  lefs  tlian  five  hundred  men,  nor  as  a  Captain  if  he  had  Icfs 
in  his  company  than  fifty  ;  unlefs  fuch  rtgimcntor  company  (hould,  after 
their  proceeding  on  the  expedition,  happen  to  be  reduced  by  fickoefs,  or 
accidents  of  war. 

Two  Thirds  of  the  Booty^akcn  at  Land  to  be  thus  divided. 

To  Field  and  ^taft*  Officers, 

Colonel  as  Colonel 
Lr.  Colonel  as  Lt.  Colonel 
Major  as  Major  — 

Captain  —  -— 

Adjutant  

Surgeon  —  —  — 

Surgeon's  Mates  2 — 4  Shares  each 
Quarter  Mailer  ■ 

Total      —      71 


A*  1795.  DEBATES*  i77 

One  Company. 


Captain  — —  -—  u 

Two  Lieutenants,  each  6  fliarcs  1 2 

Enfign  : 4J 

Six  Serjeants  »■  1 2 

Six  Corporals  ^ 

Two  Drummers  -  j 

Two  hundred  Private  Men  200 

Five  Companies  more,  confiding  of 
the  like  number  ■  i^iti\ 

.  T^e  CommilTary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
vifions,  Pay-mafterof  the  Forces, 
CommifTary  of  theMufters,  and 
Judge  Advocate        —        —        12 


To  the  Officers  of  the  Ordnance. 

Enfign i^ 

Mailer  Gunner                — ^  7 J 

Gunner's  Mate  a| 

Twelve  Gunners,  each  Three  Shares  36 

Fire  Mailer  ^J 

Six  Bombardiers,  each  3  &  i  Shares  iz\ 

Mafter  Carpenter  6 

Three  Mates,  each  3  &  |-  Shares        1 1 
Siirgcoa  I.  6 

^599 


Total      -t- 
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Two  thirdi  of  the  King's  part  of  the  pi  ixes  at  fca  were  to  be  dmdcd 

after  this  manner ;  viz. 


To  the  Captain 

— 

Three  Eights. 

Lieutenant  V 
Matter        J 

— 

One  Eighth. 

Boatr^aiti 

^■w^ 

"^ 

Gunner 

^t^^m 

Purfcr 

■ 

• 

Carpenter 

' 

Matter's  Mate 

Surgeon 

— 

« 

*       » 

bO 

a 

n 

Chaplain 

— . 

1 

Midihipnien 



Carpenter's  Mates 

— 

t^% 

Boatfwain's  Mates 

<  One  Eighth. 

Gunner's  Mates 

•  ^■^ 

To  the  Corporals 

-^ 

Yeomen  of  the  Sheets 

rs 

Cockfwaih 

._ 

► 
^ 

Qjartcr  Matters 

.— 

DoiSJor's  Mates 

.— 

Surgeon's  Mates 



H 

Yeomen  of  the  Pow- 

1 

der  Room 

— 

•J 

Trumpeter 

i— 

m 

\ 

bo 

c 

Quarter  Gunner 

— 

o 
e 

Carpenter's  Crew 

_ 

s 

Steward 

... 

^ 

Cook 

— ^ 

Armourer 

—^ 

)^  Two  Eights 

Steward's  Mate 
Gunfmith 



-5 

Swabber 

«.« 

> 

Ordinary  Trumpeter 

Ha 

u 

Barber 

_ 

^ 

Able  Seamen 



^ 

Lattly,  fuch  officers,  foUliers,  and  fcamcn  ^s  (hould  happen  to  rcccirc 
woundlFin  any  action,  where  booty  or  a  prize  fliould  be  taken,  were  to 
bave  a  double  (hare,  in  confideration  of  the  fSid  wounds. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  forOurTruflyandWcIl.bclovcd 

Sir  George  Bridores  Rodney,   Baronet,  Admiral 

GEORGE  R.  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  Naval  Forces  in 

the  Leeward  lilands ;  and  the  Hono^irablc  Major 

Gcqeral  Vaughan,  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our 

(L.  S.)  Land  Forces  in  the  faid  iflands.     Given  at  Our 

Court  at  Saint  James's,    the  Thirtieth  Day  of 
March,  1781,  in  the  Twenty-firft  of  Our  Reign. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  bleffing  of  Gcxl  upon  your  prompt  and  vigorous 

e\ecution  of  our  orders,  you  have  obtainea  pofleiiion  of  the  Dutch  iflands 

ct  St.  Euddtius,  St.  Martin,  and  Saba,  and  thereby,  and  in  confequence 

thereof,  optured  a  large  number  of  (Inpsand  veiTcls,  merchandize,  naval 

azxi  military  fiores,  provifions,  and  other  eifcdls,  the  proj>crty  of  the 

enemy,  which  by  law  appertaineth  unto  u«  in  virtue  of  our  prcit)gatirc 

Royal — But  we,  being  gracioufly  difpofed  to  reward  the  wal  and  bravery 

ot  you  our  {aid  Commanders  in  Chief,  and  of  our  land  and  fea  force* 

under  your  refpef^ive  commands,  employed  upon  tbefe  fervxces,  and  to 

encourage  all  others  our  forces,  and  their  Commanders,  to  pay  the  like 

ready  and  punctual  obedience  to  our  orders,  and  to  esert  their  utmoft  ▼!• 

gibnce,  alacrity  and  intrepidity,  in  the  execution  of  them,  do  relinquifhy 

and  have  hereby  relinquifhed,  all  our  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  faid 

(hips  and  veiTels,  merchandize,  naval  and  mtlitary  flores,  and  other  ef« 

fcai  of  the  enemy,  fo  captured  by  you  our  faid  Commanders  in  ChieC^ 

and  our  land  and  fea  forces  under  your  refpe6tive  commands  (except  only 

the  whole  of  the  provifions,  and  the  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition  and 

other  military  ilores,  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  iflands,  or  which 

may  be  judge4  neccflary  by  you  ^nd  oar  engineer  for  that  purpofe)  w^hich 

have  been  found  therein,  the  fame  to  be  for  your  and  their  fole  ufe  aixi 

benefit,  to  be  divided  in  fuch  manner  as  we  Hiall  hereafter  direct  and  ap* 

point;  iaving  always  to  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the  faid  iflands  the  pof* 

feflioD  of  their  lands  and  produce  thereof,  houfes,  ilaves,  cattle,  furni« 

ture,  utenGls,  and  flock,  that  (hall  be  found  thereon,  as  alfo  all  fuch 

e&ds  as  (hall  be  proved  to  be  the  property  of  BtittQi  fubje<5ts  lawfully 

cxponed  thither,  or  which  may  lawfully  be  imported  into  Great  Bnt;un 

froQi  thencf  • 

G.R, 
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No.  XI. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  CHARLEft  GusYy  K.  B*  and  Sir  J. 
Jekvis,  K.  B.  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dunpas;    dkttd  Barbadoeii 
i6th  January  ^94*     Received  37th  February  1794. 
(One  loclouire.) 

Barbadoeti  x6th  January  1794* 
SIRf 

IN  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  commandsy  fignified  to 
us  in  your  letter  of  the  November  lad,  we  beg  leave  humbly  and 

dutifully  to  fubmit  to  His  Royal  confideratlon  the  enclofed  Plan  for  the 
dlMbution  of  fuch  booty  as  may  be  taken  in  the  expedition  under  our 
commaody  which  we  truu  will  be  found  equitable,  and  likely  to  feal  the 
harmony  which  happily  fubiliibs  between  His  Maj^fly's  Land  and  Sea 
Forces. 

Wt  hare  the  Honour  to  bcf 
SIR, 

Your  rooi!  obedient 
Humble  Servants. 

(Signed)  C.  GREY. 

J.JERVIS. 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas* 

No.  XII. 

(hi  Sir  Charles  Orey's  and  Sir  John  Jervis*8»  of  x6th  January  1794.) 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  BOOTY,  &c. 

1  Commanders  in  Chief  (equally)  ■■  "  ■■  8    •    •     64tba 

Lieutenant  Generals,  Major  Generals,  and  Brigadier 
Generals;  Vice  and  Rear  Admirals,  and  Commo- 
dores ■  ■  .    4     -    -        Do. 

Cofenels,  Lieutenant  Colonels,  and  Majors  Pofl  Cap- 
tuns,  and  Maflers  and  Commanders        1 5     •    •        Do* 

Captains  of  the  Army  and  Marines,  and  Lieutenants  of  , 

the  Navy  ■  -^— —  7    -    •        Do. 

Subalterns  of  the  Army  and  Marines,  and  Warrant  Of- 
ficers of  the  Navy  ■  7    "    •       ^^» 

Petty  Officers  of  the  Navy,  Serjeants  of  the  Ariny,  and 
^&rines  .  ■    ■■  -  ^     .    •        Do. 

Soldiers,  Seamen^  and  Marines  ■■    ■■  j6    «    •       Do» 
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No,  XIII. 

EXTRACT  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dumdas  t# 

Sir  Charles  Giley,    K.  B.    dated  Whitehall,    Ttli 

March,  1794. 

HIS  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  toapprore  of  the  Plan  CiiggcCicd  in 

Sir  John  Jervis  and  your  joint  letter,  for  the  didrihutioti  of  fuch 

booty  at  may  be  taken  in  your  expedition ;  and  I  (hall  take  the  ne- 

•tflary  meafuret  for  carrying  the  fame  into  effed. 

No.  XIV. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Poi  t- 
I.AND  to  the  Agents  on  .behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
Proprietors  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique;  dated  White- 
hall, 30th  April  1795. 

« 

Whitehall,  30th  April  r7QC* 
GENTLEMEN, 

IN  anfwer  to  the  memopial  which  hat  been  tranfmitted  to  me  front 
the  agents  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitantt  and  proprietors  of  the  Ifland  of 
Manmique,  on  the  fubjed  of  certain  proclamations  iflued  during  th^ 
command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  Weft  Indies^  I 
beg  leaTC  to  inform  you,  that  Hit  Majefly's  Mtnifters,  the  moment  they 
were  informed  of  the  nature  of  thofe  proclamations,  fent  diredions  re- 
fpeding  them,  in  confequence  of  which,  no  farther  proceedings  were 
had  upon  them ;  and  intormation  has  fince  been  received,  that  thoCe  dl- 
re^ons  were  fo  clearly  underilood,  that  the  money  which  had  been  paid 
as  contribution  has  already  been  returned;  fo  that  the  proclamations  in 
queftion  cannot  but  be  coniidered  lo  be,  as  in  fad  they  are«  annulled. 


To  the  Agents  on  behalf  of 
the  Inhabitants  and  Pro- 
prietor of  the  Ifland  of 

>  Martinique. 


I  am,  &c. 

PORTLAND. 


No.  XV. 


COPY  of  the  MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and 
Merchants;  dated  London,  May  4th,  i795.««>Received 
7th  May,  from  Lord  Penrhyn.. 

To  his  Grace  the  Dake  of  PORTLAND,  One  of  HU  Majefty** 

Principal  Secretaries  of  Sute. 

The  MEMORIAL  of  Weft-India  Planten  and 

Merchants ; 

Sbeweth, 

THAT  your  memorialifts  are  under  the  grpatefi  alarm  for  the  fafety 
of  the  W(ft-India  colonies,  owing  to  the  prefent  weak  fiate  of  their  de« 
fence,  and  the  Tery  imminent  dangers  with  wtuch  they  are  thrtatCBcdi 
I 
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both  hy  externsd  attacks  and  the  internal  diiTemination  of  French  prin- 
dpies. 

That  the  fyfiem  of  general  emancipation,  introduced  by  the  French 
amoBg  their  own  negroes,  and  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  comrou- 
cicate  to  all  the  Brittfh  iflands,  has  created  a  very  formidable  acceflion 
of  ftrength  to  themfeWes,  as  was  lately  experienced  in  the  iiland  of  Gua- 
deloupe, and  that  temporary  exertions  of  more  than  ordinary  Tigour,  are 
tbcocc  become  neceifary  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  thofe  iflands. 

That  your  mcmorialids  cannot  but,  upon  this  occafion,  advert  to  the 
reprefentations  they  have  fo  urgently  made  to  His  Majcfty's  Secretary  of 
State,  ftatiDg  the  confequences  which  might  be  expe£led  to  refult  from 
tbc  unprecedented  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  on 
taking  pofleliion  of  the  French  captured  iflands  ;  which  condu6t  they 
mull  confider  as  the  primary  and  efficient  caufe  of  the  progrels  which  the 
enemy  has  lately  been  enabled  to  make,  whether  in  the  recovery  of  a 
part  <k  the  French  colonies,  or  in  the  plunder  and  devaflation  of  our  own  : 
That  your  memorialifts  fee  in  the  kte  proclamations  of  the  French  Com- 
miffioners  not  only  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  but  great  occafion  to 
dread  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Britifh  commanders  maybe  re«. 
torted  with  aggravated  fe verity,  whenever  the  fortune  of  war  flinll  afford 
kc  opportunity ';  and  that  it  is  with  deep  regret  your  memorialifls  now 
reflcd  that  had  an  early  and  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  and 
proceedings  in  queftion  been  made  by  the  Britifh  Government,  a  great 
part  of  the  recent  calamities  might  have  been*  prevented. 

That  from  the  lite  public  events  which  have  taken  place  in  EuropCf 
M  well  aa  from  many  local  circumlVances  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  your  memo- 
rial ifb  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  French  nation  will  derote  a 
coofiderable  part  of  its  force,  which  has  hitheito  been  employed  upon 
other  fervices,  to  the  capture  and  devaflation  of  the  Britifh  Wefl-India 
colonies,  being  well  aware  of  the  immenfc  advantages  thence  derived  to 
the  revenue^  commerce,  and  naval  ftrength  of  the  JBritifh  empire. 

That  the  Wefl-lndia  iflands  have,  at  all  times,  been  greatly  ^xpofed 
to  the  calamities  of  war;  but  that  the  evils  which  they  have  reafon  to 
Jrcad  from  a  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  arc  infinitely  more  difaflrous 
than  at  any  former  period  of  their  hillory,  owing  to  the  chara^er  of  the 
CQcmy  they  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  dcftruftivc  tendency  of  the 
principles  avowed  and  propagated  by  that  enemy. 

That  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialifls,  nothing  can  effe^ually 
gQard  again  ft  thefe  complicated  dangers  but  a  flrong  military  force,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  for  the  general  protection  of  all  the  iflands,  and  a  fepa- 
rite  garrifon  to  be  Rationed  during  the  war  in  each  ifland,  for  its  own 
p:culiar  defence. 

In  a  Gtuation  of  new  and  extreme  danger,  the  exiflence  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  at  flake,  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  depending 
on  the  liTue.'— Your  memoiialifls  do  therefore,  in  the  mofl  folcmn  man- 
ner, on  behalf  of  thofe  inhabitants  and  themielves,  appeal  to  the  wifdom 
fi  His  Majcfly's  Councils  for  protection,  and  humbly  implore  that  if 
the  war  is  likely  to  be  continued,  a  force  may  be  immediately  fent  to  the 
Merent  iflands,  as  fuflicient  as  well  to  preferve  their  internal  tranquillity, 
is  to  defend  them  againft  a  foreign  enemy,  and  (4s  effential  to  the  pro- 
tcdion  and  fafety  of  the  remaining  Britifli  colonies)  that  the  conduct  of 
ibofe  Britifh  Commanders,  who  afliimcd  a  right  to  levy  a  general  con- 
nbution  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  captured  iflands^  or  to  confif*' 
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iate  thdr  prapcrty^  ia  coQtradi6tion  to  Hit  Mtjeftjr'a  procliiMtk»|  mtf 

he  folemDly  and  publicly  difavowcd. 


No.  XVI. 

COPY  of  a  Letter  from  hif  Grace  tbe  Duke  of  Portland  to 
the  Weft-India  Merchants  and  Planters ;  dated  WJiiteh^Ui 
lathMay,  1795, 

WhkehaU,  12th  May,   179:. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  HAVE  received,  through  Lord  Penrhyn,  your  memorial,  praying 
ibrafirong  military  force,  both  by  Tea  and  land,  for  the  general  pfouc*' 
tion  of  the  Britifii  Weil-India  iilandSf  and  a  feparace  garrifon  to  be  1:^- 
tioued  in  each  iiland ;  alfo  for  a  public  dtfavonraL  of  the  proclamations 
iffued  during  the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis. 
.  The  anl wcr  already  given  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  and  the  exenioits 
which  have  been*  and  which  continue  to  be,  made  ibr  the  proto^oo  01 
OMr  Wed-India  pofleilions,  render  it  unneceifary  for  me  to  dwell  upon 
tjioie  parts  of  your  memorial  which  relate  to  the  military  fuppiics  you 
require. 

with  regard  to  a  public  difavowal  of  the  above  proclamations,  I  caii- 
|K>t  licip  referring  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30Ch  ot  April,  as  cotKainir.:^ 
the  mqft  diredl  and  coucluGvc  teftimony  pf  the  light  in  which  thofe  pro- 
<3lamations  have  been  confidered;  the  proceedings  under  them  have  been 
already  countervailed,  .and  I  do  fiot  therefore  fee  how  they  can  ier^e 
e.ven  as  a  pretext  to  the  French  for  executing  the  purpofcs  which  your 
nic  mortal  luggeils. 

You  mull  be  well  aware  that  it  is  not  merely  at  this  moment,  bJt 
from  the  very  commencement  of  the  war,  that  the  attempts  of  the  French 
to  carry  anarchy  and  devaftatton  into  our  Weil-India  illiiids,  have  been 
uniform  and  fyilcmatic;  originating  with  themfelve9>  and*  founded  on 
thofe  principles  which  have  been  openly  avoiyed  by  them  in  thatqaarttr 
of  the  world. 

I  {hall  therefore  l}nly  add,  that  a  general  declaration  of  the  nature  of 
that  required  by  the  prefent  memorial,  and  involving  in  itfelf  qvieftioDs 
of  the  law  of  nations,  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  be  saade  in 
the  prefent  cafe  by  Hij  Majeily's  Minifttrs»  adting  as  fuch,  and  not  ia 
^y  judicial  capacity, 

I  am,  &c, 

PORTLAND. 
Weft-India  Merchants 
and  Piantcn, 
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No.  XVII.- 

London,  May  4th,  179$, 

MEMORIAL  of  the  Weft-India  Planters  and  Merchants; 
praving  for  a  ftrong  military  force,  both  by  ica  and  land, 
for  the  general  prote^lon  of  all  the  Britifli  Well-India  iflaods^ 
and  a  feparate  garrifon  to  be  fiiuioncd  in  each  ifland  ;  alfo 
for  a  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  ilfucd  by  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  One  of  His  Majc^y's 

Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  Memorial  of  the  \7cft-Indiu  Planter?  and  Merchants ; 
Shcwcth^ 

That  your  memorialills  arc  under  the  grcateft  alarm  for  the  fafcty  of 
the  Wcu- India  colonics,  owing  to  the  prclciu  weak  ftatc  of  their  defence, 
s.n<i  the  very  imminent  dangers  with  which  they  are  threatened,  both  by 
cjcrcraal  attack,  and  the  internal  diilcminatlon  of  French  principles^ 

That  the  fyTtcm  of  general  emancipation  introduced  by  the  French 
among  their  own  ncsjroes,  and  which  tbey  have  rndcav(iured  to  cotumu-* 
Bicate  to  all  the  Britifh  illands,  has  created  a  very  formidable  acceflion  of 
lircngtb  to  thcmfclvcs,  as  was  lately  cxnciienced  in  the  ifland  of  Guada- 
loupe  ,  and  that  temporary  exertions,  oi  more  than  ordinary  vigour, 
gre  thence  become  neceflary  for  the  dctcnce  and  fafcty  ot  thofe  illands. 

That- your  mcmorialifts  cannot  bur,  upon  thi>  occafion,  advert  to  the 
rcprefcntations  they  have  fo  urgently  made  to  His  MiijcUy's  iSe»:rctary  of 
State,  ftaiing  the  confequences  which  miijht  be  expected  to  rcfult  from 
ihe  anprecedented  condiiAot  Sir  Charles  Grey  iind  Sir  John  Jervis,  on 
taking  poiTedion  ot  the  French  captured  iilmds ;  which  conduit  they 
mull  coaVidcr  as  the  primary  and  cflicient  cjiufc  of  the  progrcis  which  the 
enemy  has  lately  been  enabled  to  make,  whether  in  the  recovery  of  a 
\^n  of  the  French  colonics,  or  in  the  plunder  and  devailation  of  our 
own  :  That  your  memorialiftsfec,  in  the  late  procLimationsof  the  French 
Commiilioners,  not  only  a  conHi  mation  of  this  opinion,  but  great  occa- 
hoD  to  dread  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Biitifli  Commanders  may 
be  retorted  with  aggravated  fe verity,  whenever  the  fortune  ofwarlhaU 
aSbrd  an  opportunity  ;  and  that  it  is  with  deep  regret  your  memorialifts 
pow  reiiccl^  that  had  an  early  and  public  difavowal  of  the  proclanaations 
and  procecdhigs  in  qucOion  been  made  by  the  Britifh  Government,  a 
great  part  of  the  recent  calamities  might  have  been  prevented. 

That  from  the  late  public  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Europe, 
as  well  as  from  many  local  circum (lances  in  the  Weft  Indies,  your  me- 
morialifts have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  French  naiion  will  devote  a 
confiderablc  part  of  its  force,  which  has  hitherto  been  employed  upon 
«hcr  fcrvice?,  to  ihe  capture  smd  devaftation  of  the  Britifli  Weft-India 
colooiesj  being  well  awaris  of  the  unmenfe  advantas:es  thence  derived  to 
the  revenue,  commerce,  and  naral  ftrengthiof  the  britifli  empire. 

That  the  Weft- India  illands  have  at  all  times  been  greatly  expofed  to 
tbc  calamities  of  war,  buttb&t  the  evib  which  cbey  have  reafon  to  dreaA 
from  a  'coatinuance  of  the  prefent  war,  are  infinitely  more  diiaftrous  than 
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at  any  former  period  of  their  hiftory,  owing  to  the  charafler  of  theenemj 
they  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  deftruSiYe  tendency  of  the  prisdpla 
avowed  and  propagated  by  that  enemy. 

That,  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialifts,  nothing  can  effeftually 

fuard  againd  thcfc  complit:ate(l  dangers,  but  a  (irong  military  force,  both 
y  fea  and  land,  for  the  general  proted^ion  of  all  the  iilands,  and  a  fepa- 
rate  garrifon  to  be  flaciooed  during  the  war  in  each  iiland  for  iti  owi 
particular  defence. 

.  In  a  fituation  of  new  and  extreme  danger,  the  exigence  of  the  Brinih 
colonies  at  ftakc«  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants  depending 
on  the  ilTue,  your  mcmorialifts  do  therefore  in  the  mod  folemn  manner, 
on  behalf  of  thofe  inhabitants  and  themfelves,  appeal  to  the  wiidom  of 
His  Majefty's  Councils  for  prote<ftion ;  ancl  humbly  knplorc  that,  if  the 
war  is  likely  to  be  continued,  a  force  may  be  immediately  fent  to  thedif. 
fereot  iflands,  fufficient  as  well  to  prefcrrc  their  internal  tranquillity  as 
to  defend  them  againfta  foreign  enemy  ;  and  (as  cffcntial  to  the  protec- 
tion and  fafety  of  the  remaining  Britlfh  colonics)  that  the  conduct  of  thofe 
Britifh  Commanders  who  aiTumed  a  right  to  levy  a  general  contribution 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  captured  iflands,  or  to  c^nfifcate  their 
property,  in  contradi£kion  to  His  Majefty's  proclamation,  may  be  f«- 
Itmaly  and  publicly  difavowed. 

No.  XVIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  to  Lord  Penrbyn : 
dated  Horfe  Guards,  8th  May,  1795* 

Horfe  Guards,  8th  May,  i;9$. 
My  lord, 

I  have  received  your  Lord(hip*s  note,  accompanying  the  memorial  of 
the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  praying  for  a  ftroog  military 
force,  both  by  fea  and  land,  for  the  general  protedion  of  the  Britilh 
Wed-India  iilaods^  and  a  fcparate  garrifon  to  be  llationed  in  each  iiland; 
alfo  for  a  public  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  iilUcd  by  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis, 

I  feel  much  fatisfa^on  in  recolle6ling  that  at  no  period,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  has  there  been  any  dcficiencv  of  exertions  in  far- 
nifliing  the  Wefl^India  poiTeffions  with  fuch  a  fuppiy  of  both  naval  and 
military  defence  as  the  national  force  of  the  country  would  admit  of; 
and  if  at  any  time  thefe  exertions  have  not,  in  ail  rrfpec^s,  had  their 
complete  effects,  it  has  arifen  from  circumftances  in  which  itisimpofiibic 
to  impute  any  blame  to  His  Majeft'y*i  Minifters.  Thefe  exertions  will 
be  unremitted ;  but  you  are  aware  that,  in  fending  reinforcements  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  feafon  of  the  year  muft  of  necelTity  be  attended  to;  and 
permit  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Weft-India  planters  and  merchants,  how  far  fuch  freciuent  public  difcuf- 
fions  on  their  own  fuppofed  weaknefs  is  not  calculated  to  increafe,  rather 
than  diininiih  their  danger. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  prefept  warfare  is,  in  almo(l  every  rcfpefl, 
ditfcrent  from  any  that  ever  exifted ;  and  that  there  is  too  much  rcalbn 
to  apprehend,  that  the  ohjcSt  of  the  enethy  with  whom  we  are  engaged 
is  rather  a  plan  of  favage  devaflation,  than  of  conquefl  beneficial  to  them- 
U-l.cs:  But  I  cannot  admit  that  fucU  a  plan  originated  in  any  of  thi 
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tzaniadions  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis ;  it  being  an  abfb« 
lore  certainty  that  the  fy&tm  is  the  natural  confequence  of  the  principles 
on  which  the  prefent  Govemnient  in  France  is  founded,  and  exifled 
lonr  before  either  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  John  Jervis  were  employed 
ia  the  Weft  Indies. 

With  regard  to  the  proclamation  to  which  you  refer,  I  think  it  un« 
necei&rv  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  is  dated  in  the  letter  from  the 
Dake  of  Portland.  It  is  notorious  that  thefe  proclamations  were  aban- 
doned or  annulled  almoft  as  foon  as  they  were  ifTued ;~  and  it  muft  be 
mere  pretest  if  fuch  ufe  is  made  of  them  as  you  feem  to  apprehend.  I 
obje^  therefore  to  the  propofition  of  the  We(!-India  planters  and  mer« 
dunrsy  becaufe  they  call  upon  His  MajeAy's  Minillers  to  eflahlifli  a  ge- 
neral xule  on  a  fubie^  which,  in  the  various  ufage  of  war,  does  not  ad- 
mit of  a  ipecial  definition ;  and,  if  the  matter  occurs  to  you  in  the  light 
it  does  to  roe,  I  am  fure  you  cannot  be  dlfpofed  to  continue  a  difculuon 
which  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  injure  the  feelings  of  merito- 
rious ofliceri,  to  whofe  great  exertions  their  country  is  much  indebted, 
and  in  particular  that  part  of  the  Britifli  empire  in  which  the  Wcft-Icdia 
planters  and  merchants  are  fo  deeply  interefted. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  Right  Honourable  HENRY  DUNDAS, 

Lord  Penrhyn,  &c.  &c.  &c« 


No.  XIX. 

PETITION  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia  to  General 
Sir  Charles  Qrey ;  without  date. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
General,  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Britannic  Majefly's  Ar- 
mies in  tlie  Wefl  Indies. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

THISifland,  long  a^luated  with  inteftine  diiTentions,  and  which,  had 
■ot  its  faviours  arrived,  would  have  funk  beneath  the  repeated  attempts 
of  thofe  greedy  fierce  men,  who,  juflice  and  liberty  in  their  mouth, 
crime  and  tyranny  in  their  heart,  had  framed  the  detign  already  put  ia 
execution  at  St.  Domingo,  to  invade  all  properties,  after  having  mur- 
dered the  proprietors ;  this^ifland  is  refpiring  at  lad.under  the  tutelar 
fiug  of  Great  Britain :  order  and  peace  have  fucceeded  diforder  and 
anarchy.  The  benevolent  intentions  made  manifeft  by  your  Excellency 
Have  rendered  hope  to  the  LeyaliHs  inhabitants,  fo  long  opprefled,  and 
t'^ey  already  difcover  the  dawn  of  the  happy  days,  which  are  deflinated 
T^  them :  In  fuch  a  conjuncture  they  beg  leave  to  apply  themfelves  to 
\o'jr  Excellency,  andeiprefs  their  opinion  and  vows  upon  the  mod  pro- 
per means  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  order  to  procure  to  this  ifland  the  degiee 
of  happinefs  which  its  extent,  population,  and  foil,  make  it  capable  of. 
Among  thofe  means,  the  moll  efficacious  would  be  its  abfolute  mdepeh- 
^c^cyUom  Martinicoi  and  chiefly  for  the  adminifinuioa  of  juJKce. 
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The  ihcottreniencies  arifing  from  tte  neccffity  to  go  orer  to  the  Cotm- 
cU  of  Martrmco  fix  times  a  year  are  numerous  and  fenfiUe. 

Firft. — Writings  of  great  worth,  and  whereof  the  lofs  would  be  irre- 
coverable,  are  ventured^  as  well  as  the  lawyers  and  fuitors,  to  aH  the 
dangers  of  tb6  fea,  efpec tally  during  the  hurricane  months. 

Secondly < — When  the  lawyers  arc  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  go 
thomfelves  to  the  Council,  tbcy  fend  over  the  papers  to  tbcir  brother 
kwyers  of  Martinicoi  who  have  neither  tbe  time  hot  the  will  to  exa- 
mine carefully  lawfutts,  in  which  they  are  peffonally  uBCQncemed,  and 
the  befl  caufes  are  often  loft  for  want  of  a  pi^oper  defence. 

Thirdly* — It  is  equally  tfoublefome  and  expcnfive  for  the  inhabitanU 
of  St.  Liicia  to  be  conftrained  to  go  over  themfclres  to  Martinico,  in 
order  to  folicit  a  judgen^ent  in  their  written  lawfuits,  which  common!/ 
they  obtain,  but  after  feveral  yc'ars  of  folicitafion. 

Fourthly. — The  money  that  they  lay  out  and  fquandcr* away,  the  Advo* 
cates,  Attorneys,  Suitors,  Solicitors,  what  it  docs  coft  for  the  fcals,  dc- 
polition  of  fines,  preparatory  and  definitive  fentenc€s»  expences  of  re* 
ception,  and  others,  amount  at  lead,  after  a  moderate  computation,  to 
5,oool.  flerling  a  year;  and  this  fum  is  very  chargeable  for  an  illand  in 
which  there  have  been  never  20^oooL  derling  in  circulation. 

Fifthly;— The  eftablifhing  of  a  fuperior  tribunal  in  this  iflaod  will 
alike  be  advantageous  to  the  trading  of  Great  Britain.  A  merehantixiaB*s 
matter  J  after  having  fold  his  cargo,  will  not  be  conftrained  to  go  over  ro 
Martinico  to  folicic  fentences  againft  his  no  puncSlual  or  unfaithful  de* 
bitors.  , 

Sixthly. — Such  an  cdablifliing  will  not  be  lefs  ufcful  for  the  judgement 
of  the  criminal  than  lor  that  of  the  civil  caufes ;  the  prifoners  wiJJ  do 
longer  be  fent  beyond  fea  to  undergo  their  trials;  they  will  be  known 
by  their  judges  ;  and  it  is  of  an  equal  importance  to  fecure  the  punifli* 
ment  of  crime  and  the  fafcty  of  innocence,  that  the  judecs  may  know 
the  condud,  temper,  and  behaviour  of  thofc  whom  they  are  to  try,  and 
may  confront  the  whole  life  of  the  prifoner  with  the  crime  put  to  his 
charge. 

Seventhly. — The  authority  of  the  Governor  of  St,  Lucia  and  that 
of  Martinico's  Council  having  never  been  prccifely  determined,  they 
almoA  eve}'  fbod  in  opposition  againil  each  other,  relatively  to  the  ill* 
fettled  bounds  of  their  refpc6tive  power :  and  the  inhabitants  fubraittcd 
to  ccnrradidory  orders,  found  thcmfelves  fomctimes  put  between  the 
obedience  they  owed  to  a  fuperior  tribunal,  and  that  with  which  tbcy 
were  bound  towards  the  reprelcntative  of  the  King.  This  inconvenicncy 
will  be  removed  when  there  will  be  in  this  ifland  a  Court  that  will  excr- 
cifc  its  functions,  under  the  over- feeing  Of  the  Governor,  andprcfidcJ 
hy  himfelf. 

Eighthly. — And  in  fine  vour  pctirionen,  who  from  thi*  time  conWcf 
thcmfelves  :Js  fubjedts  of  Hjs  Britannic  Majcfty,  whom  there  remains  ao 
hope  to,  bui  in  his  protection,  who  ihall  never  ccafe  to  deferve  it  by  their 
loyalty,  love,  and  obedience,  are  entitled  to  che  fame  treatment  as  his 
other  fubjci^s  of  the  WeA  Indies,  who  all  enjoy  the  advantage  of  ^ 
independent  Government,  and  of  a  juflice  they  obtain  in  their  own 
country. 

Agaiail  fo  urgent  confidemtions,  what  could  be  reafonably  objede<)' 
Thofe  who  would  be  defirous  to  keep  the  illand  of  St«  Lucia  in  aa  eternal 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  289 

dcpeodency  under  Mardnico,  will  fay  perhaps  that  it  is  in  want  of  fub- 
i?rts  haring  knowledge  and  experience  enough  to  do  worthily  juidice. 
To  this  objef^ion,  the  very  eftabliihing  of  a  Council,  which  already 
uzk  place  in  this  iiland  the  lad;  year,  after  its  having  pafl  under  the  do- 
minbn  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  is  a  very  fatisFa5ory  anfwer.  The 
Members  who  compofcd  that  tribunal  had  ever  enjoyed  the  efleem  and 
.onfideoce  of  their  fellow  citizens;  no  one  of  their  judgements  was  dif* 
ionuUed ;  no  one  was  even  challenged ;  and  experience  of  the  pafl  it 
ivirh  that  refpedl  a  happy  pledge  for  the  future. 

In  coafequence  your  petitioners  befcech  very  humbly  your  Ezcellencnr 
to  grant  them  the  eilablifhments  of  a  fuperior  tribunal  in  this  iflana^ 
ivSercof  all  the  Members  will  be  appointed  by  the  reprefentative  of  the 
long,  who  will  ezercife  their  functions  under  his  over-feeing,  and  will 
be  prefided  by  him  ;  and  in  the  event  that  your  Excellency  would  nb& 
think  proper  to  order  the  eilablilhing  of  a  Council  in  this  ifland  at  this 
T?ry  moment,  your  petitioners  intreat  jvou  very  humbly  to  grant  them 
yourpi*otedion,  in  reprefenting  to  His  Britannic  Majedy,  that  they  may 
obum  that  £ftyour  and  claim  from  his  benevolence  and  bounty. 

Par  Mandement  de  tous  les  CommiiTaires^  et  au  Non| 
de  tous  les  Habiuns  Loyaliftes,  de  St.  Lucie. 

Commiilklre  du  Quartiere 

de  U  Reme« 
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Tuejda^y   <^th  May. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  gave  notice,  that  ort  a  futmie  day  he 
ihould  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  returns  of  the  nUinber  of 
men  who  had  been  fcnt  to  the  Continent  from  this  country,  and 
tfae  number  which  had  returned.  This  he  (hould  do  previous  ^  a 
motion^  ^hich  was  expelled  to  come  on  next  week,  with  rcfpcd 
topeaoc.  He  hoped  this  would  not  meet  with  the  obje(5lion  which 
was  brought  againil  his  former  motion^  that  it  would  convey  ii^U 
ligence  to  the  enemy  of  our  (bength. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wilhed  to  know  the  grourfds  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  thdt  it  was  with  a  view  to  fomc 
prtcife  information,  that  Members  might  not  be  talking  at  random 
on  the  fubjcft  of  our  hopes  ort  the  Continent,  when  the  motion  he 
alluded  to  (liould  be  brought  for^'ard.   ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  ihould  have  no  objeAion  to  die 
motion. 

The  Dutch  Property  bill  wa^  committed ;  feveral  atnendmcnti 
Were  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  reported. 

Thefej^rt  was  made,  and  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
'The  SPEAKER,  attended  by  feveral  Members,  went  up  fo  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  the  Royal  aflent  given 
by  commiflion  to  the  Receipt,  Franking,  and  Scotch   Diftilleiy 
billsj  and  to  feveral  private  bills. 

ff^ednefdayj  6th  May. 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK  having  moved  for  the  fecond  read^ 
iilg  of  the  bill^  for  preventing  the  dealing  of  dead  bodies  from  bu' 
rial  grounds, 

A  Member  moved  to  have  the  Houfe  counted,"  when  twenty-two 
Members  only  being  prefent,  an  adjournment  of  courfe  took  place. 

Thurfday^  ']th  May. 

No  public  bufincfs. 

Friday^  ^th  Meg. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  for  feveral  days  be  had  attended  \a 
that  Houfe  for  the  purpofe  of  afking  an  often(ible  Minider  a  queftion 
on  a  fubjed  of  ^eat  importance,  but  he  had  not  been  fo  fortunate 
as  to  find  fuch  a  Minifter  in  the  Hoj^ife  \  now  that  he  faw  one,  be 
Should  put  the  queftion,  and  wifh^  he  might  have  a  fittis&^ry 
anfwer.     The  matter  it  referred  to  was  of  a  veiy  fcrioui  and  alarm- 
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inj  nature  ;  he  meant  the  caufc  of  the  prefent  very  high  price  of 
provi(ions«     TTic  poor  were  Harving  in  many  parts  of  this  cpuntry ; 
already  the  dreadful  cffc(?ts  of  that  fituation  of  the  poor  had  (hevji 
theinfelves,  as  appeared  by  accounts  from  different  parts  of  the 
eaftcrn  and  northern  coafls.     Infurredion^  had  taken  place,  .and 
the  military  had  been  called  out  to  quell  them,  but  had  joined  the 
populace.      He  underflood  that  inquiries  had  been  made  into  the 
caufc  of  this  icarcity  of  pro\  ifions,  and  he  wiihed  to  know  what  wm 
the  rcfult  of  thefc  inquiries.     He  wiflicd  to  know  whether  the  fear- 
city  was  real  or  artificial.     If  real,  it  became  tlie  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive'Government  to  provide  fome  relief  to  the  poor.     If  arti- 
ficial, it  became  thfc  duty  of  Executive.  Government  to  interfere, 
and  by  means  of  its  law  ciF.ccrs  enforce  more  effeSually  the  laws 
againft  forcilalling  and  regrating.     In  cither  cafe,    thoxfbre,  the 
Executive  Government  ought  to  make  diligent  inquiry,  and  apply 
any  remedy  that  was  poflTiblc  to  an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im- 
portance.     He  believed  there  were  inftanccs  of  Committees  of  that 
Houfe  being  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  price  of  proviiions,  and 
10  report  their  opinions  thereon,  but  he  did  not  know  that  much  be- 
nefit had  refulted  from  fuch  meafurc ;  perhaps  fomething  more  mi^t 
be  done  hereafter  upon  that  fubjeft.     All  he  wiflied  to  know  at 
prefent  was,   whether  the  caufe  of  the  evil  he  mentioned  had  bcea 
afccrtained,   and  he  therefore  requefted  the  Secretary  of  State  to  in- 
firm him,    whether  the  fcarcity  of  proviiions  in  this  country  was 
real  or  artificial  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  Executive  Government 
I^  by  no  means  been  inattentive  to  this  fi;bje£t,  but  the  Houfe 
muft  be  aware  of  the  great  inconvenience  that  muft  neceflarily  fol* 
low  a  difcuflion  of  it  at  this  time  in  that  Houfe.  He  begged  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  reft  aflured,  that  u|k)n  the  fubje£l  of  fcar- 
city of  proviiions  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  mifreprefentation 
and  exaggeration  induftrioufly  circulated.  But  he  muft  beg  again 
thit  the  fubje<£l  might  not  be  difcuflcd  at  this  time,  on  account  of 
the  great  inconvenience  that  might  follow.  If  any  artificial  fcarcity 
beat  any  time  apprehended,  he  knew  of  nothing  more  likely  to  pro- 
inore  it  than  difcuflions  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  wilhed  to  know,  for  the  government  of 
Ms  own  conduA,  what  courfe  of  proceeding  the  Minifter  intended 
to  take  on  Monday,  after  the  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  his  wifli  to  proceed  on  MoH- 
4iy  on  the  (ubjc^  of  His  Majcfty's  meffage  ;  there  were  fomc  papers 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  which  could  not  be  ready  before  that 
•iinc.     It  was  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee  on  the  fub- 
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jed  of  the  MefTage,  and  in  that  Committee  he  it)tended  to  pnqnfe 
an  additional  annual  income  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Any  appli- 
cation of  that  {hould  be  referred  to  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  might  come  by  Vizy  of  inftrudlion  to  a  Conunittcc  on 
the  bill.  It  Was  his  intention  to  propofc  a  Secret  Committee,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  circumftances  and  the  amount  of  the  in- 
cumbrances of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  The  meafure  which  he  AcuW 
bring  forward  on  Monday,  w^s  only  an  additional  income  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  fuch  as,  perhaps,  the  Houfc  would  not  have 
'  thought  proper  to  withhold,  even  if  the  Prince  was  unincumbcrcA 
Then  would  follow  the  confideration  of  means  for  applying  that  in- 
come in  fuch  a  way  as  would  moft  conduce  to  tHe  cafe  and  comfort 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  without  which  the  liberality  of  Parliament 
might  be  inefFeftual. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  meant  to  bring  forward  a  propofition  fcr 
raifing  a  fund  to  cfFe<ftuatc  all  the  purpofes  recommended  in  His 
Majefty's  mcffage.  He  meant  to  propofe  a  fale  of  the  forcft  lands 
of  this  country  ;  or  at  leaft  of  fuch  a  part  of  them,  a$  to  anfwfr 
the  purpofes  expreffed  in  the  meflagc,  and  alfo  to  prevent  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the  people  ;  as  well  as  with  a  view 
of  laying  fome  foundation  for  the  provifion  and  fupport  of  the  dif- 
treffed  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  He  threw  this  out 
now  merely  that  the  thing  might  be  confidcrcd  ;  he  faid  nothing  in 
favourjof  it ;  he  meant  it  for  tlie  confideration  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  confideration  of  the  Public.  If  he  found  any  ftrong  and  good 
obje£lions  to  it,,  of  courfe  he  (hould  not  perfift  \  othcrwife  he  fhould 
certainly  bring  it  forward. 

•  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  fubjeft  which  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  was  one  which  could  not  regularly 
be  difculTed  now.  But  he  could  not  help  faying,  that,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, when  it  came  to  be  difcuflTcd,  the  Houfe  would  find  infupe- 
rable  objeftions  to  it.  At  leaft,  taken  in  the  lafl:  view  of  the  ho- 
nourable  gentloman,  as  a  provifion  for  the  people  by  means  of  pic* 
fcnt  relief,  it  was  wholly  inadequate. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  expreffed  himfelf  exceedingly  ill,  if  he 
faid  any  thing  about  prefcnt  relief  to  the  Public.  He  meant  onlf  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  future  fopport. 

Monday,  gth  May, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  underftanding  that  (he 
speaker  was  extremely  indifpofed,  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  Houfe 
adjourn  till  Wednefday,  and  that  the  confideration  of  His  Majcfh's 
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meflagc  relative  to  a  provifion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prihce  of 
Wales,  "be  poftponcd  till  that  day- 
Mr.  JEKYLL  exprefled  the  regret  which  he,  in  common  with 
every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  felt  on  account  of  the  occafion  which 
rendered  their  adjoumfnent  nccfeffary.     [This  fentiment  was  re- 
ceived yrith  a  general  burft  of  feeling  from  every  quarter  of  the  Houfe.] 
This  being  the  cafe,  he  ihould  propofe  to  poApone  his  motion  rp- 
fpefting  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  which  f^ood  for  to-morrow, 
till  Tucfday  fe'nnight ;  but  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  the  India 
budget  on  that  day,  he  hoped  he  would  now  defer  it  till  Thurfday. 
Mr,  Jekyll  afterwards  got  up,  and  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  ftatc 
of  the  Speaker's  indifpofition,  he  confidcred  Wednefday  as  too  early 
a  day,  and  (hould  therefore  propofe   that  the  Houfe  adjourn  till 
Thurfday.     [A  cry  of  '*•  Thurfday,  Thurfday,"  from  all  parts  of 
the  Houfe.] 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  felt  himfclf  extremely  obliged  by  the 
degree  of  anxiety  and  intereft  rcfpefling  his  indifpoiition,  which 
was  exprefled  from  all  fides  of  the  Houfe.  Indifpofed  as  he  was, 
he  had  hoped  that  he  Ihould  liave  been  able  to  go  through  his  duty 
to-day  ;  but,  finding  that  impcflible,  he  truftcd  he  fhould  be  well 
enough  to  attend  in  his  place  on  Thurfday. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  to  Thurfday,  the  following  being  un- 
derwood to  be  the  arrangement  of  public  bufincfs : 

The  confidcration  of  His  Majefty's  meflage,  refpedling  a  provi- 
fion for  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  JekyllV  motion  ref peeling  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  on 
Tuefday  fe'nnight ;  and  Mr.  Dundus's  India  budget  on  the  Thurf- 
day following* 

nurfdayy    14/A  May. 

The  SPEAKER  returned  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  the  indulgence 
vidi  which  they  had  favoured  him,  in  confcquence  of  his  indifpo- 
fidon,  and  exprefled  his  regret  that  any  circumflance  fliould  have 
occurred  to  render  that  indulgence  ncceffary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the 
Houfe  Ihould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  His  Majefty's  meflage  into  confideration. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  alfo  moved,  that  the  fcjvcntcen  reports  of  the 
Commiflioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  flare  of  the  woods,  fo- 
rcfts,  and  land  revenue  belonging  to  the  Crown,  fiiculd  be  referred 
to  the  faid  Committee, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fliould  not  new  enter  into 
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the  eKfcuflion  of-any,  and  what  regulation  the  Houfc  m^  think 
proper  to  adopt  on  the  fubjedt  of  thofc  very  Ale  reports.  But  he 
fubmitted  it  to  the  confideration  of  gentlemen,  whether  thcfc  rcpons 
could  ifi  any  way  be  conncftcd  with  the  idea  of  providing  a  futebic 
^abltflimcnt  for  his  Royal  Highncfe  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and 
•whether,  therefore,  any  allufion  to  diofc  reports  could  be  at  all  nc- 
ixffary  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY,  in  order  to  prove  the  conne<9ion  between  the 
two  fubjefls,  wiflied  that  the  preamble  to  the  firft  of  Queen  Anr4 
(hould  be  read.  It  was  accordingly  read,  and  is  in  fubftance,  that 
"  the  fupport  which  <he  Crown  had  derived  from  its  land  revenues 
had  been  diminifhed  by  the  grants  which  had  been  made  by  forirc: 
.  Kings.*'  This  preamble  and  this  ad,  Mr.  Huffey  faid,  werefufii- 
cient  to  prove  that  the  fenfe  of  the.  country  one  hundred  years  ago  was 
that  the  land  revenue  of  the  crown  was  proper  to  come  in  aid  of 
the  fupport  of  the  Crown,  About  eight  years  ago,  a  Committee 
had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftatc  of  the  Crown  lands, 
and  it  was  the  Reports  of  that  Committee  that  he  wiflied  to  refer 
to  the  prefent  Committee ;  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Crown 
lands  were  a  proper  fund,' out  of  which  the  Prince  of  Wales's  dcbt^ 
might  bc^difcharged  ;  and  that  the  reports  therefore  to  which  he  had 
alluded  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc,  prc- 
irioufly  to  His  Majefty's  mcffagc  being  taken  into  confideration.— 
That  the  fale  of  the  foreft  lands  and  the  land  revenues  would  be 
fuflicient  to  relieve  his  Ropl  Highnefs  from  his  incumbrances, 
would  be  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Commiffioncrs, 
who  had  ftated  that  the  final  improvement  of  which  the  lands  verc 
fufceptible  would  produce  a  clear  annual  income  of  four  hundred 
tboufand  pounds.  What  was  to  be  done,  he  wifhcd  to  be  done  In 
a  handfome  way,  and  that  the  people  (hould  not  have  additional 
burdens  impofed  upon  them. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rofe  to  a(k  the  purpofe  for  which  Mr.  Huf- 
fey wifhcd  to  have  the  reports  referred  to  the  Committee.  He 
thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  intruded  rather  too  liaftily 
into  the  fubje^ft. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  referred  Mr.  Duncombc  to  the  z&:  of  Parliament 
xvhich  direAed  the  fale  of  the  fee-farm  rents,  and  provided  that  Hie 
produce  (hould  be  placed  in  the  Bank  in  the  names  of  certain  Com- 
miffioners.     There  uas  alfo  in  that  a£t  a  particular  claufc  vhfcb 
j  i^ated  that  the  intercft  arifing  from  the  money  fo  placed  in  the  Bank 

j  ihould  he  applied  to  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  revenues  arifing  frcni 

I  the  foreft  knds.     For  his  pwn  part  he  wiflied  that  it  had. been  car- 

!  ,    ■ 
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id  to  die  dggrqgate.fund,  becaufe.theforeA  lands  fupplicd  to  die 
z^cACtes  of  the  oountiy  only  the  paltry  fum  of  6^  1 33!.  a-year. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  beggedi  as  Mr.^  Hiiffey  had  ftated  the 

IDunds  of  his  motion,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fay  a  kit 

eords.     He  did  not  mean  to  object  to  Hat  idea  of  rendering  the 

Inmn  lands  available  to  any  public  purpofe ;  but  he  meant  to  fayi 

hat  on  Mc.  Huffey's  own  (hewing,  there  was  no  Connedtion  be* 

vcen  the  reports  of  the  Commifliioners  and  His  Majelfy's  meflageK 

fhc  tottbgt  implicated  two  objects ;  the  iirft  was  to  provide  a  fuit**^ 

ible  cilaUifiiment  for  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales-*— the  fecond 

elated  to  the  debts  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  incurred*—- What, 

hoefore,  was  there  in  the  circumflance  of  the  poflible  improvement' 

3f  the  Cfown  lands,  that  could  be  aflimilated  to  the  objedls  to  which 

His  Majefiy  smeiTage  pointed  ^  A  wifli  had  been  exprefled  by  Mn 

HuiTey,  not  to  burden  the  people.     But  the  honourable  gentleman 

could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  if  the  Crown  lands  were  an  available 

rc&Hircci  and  if  they  might  be  applied  to  the  difchargc  of  the 

Pnr.Ge'8  debts,  yet  that  fuch  an  apfiication  would  take  juft  as  much 

from  the  Public  as  if  the  debts  were  difcharged  out  of  any  other  re* 

fcroc     Byt  Mr.  Huflfey  had  fufficiently  fhewn  that  they  could  not 

be  applicable  to  fuch  an  object ;  for  what  had  he  faid  ?  He  had  faid, 

^  that  there  was  any  lai^ge  fum  now  in  hand,  arifing  from  the  fale 

of  the  Crown  lands,  or  that  the  revenue  proceeding  from  them  was 

^,  but  that  the  prefent  revenue  might,  by  gradual  improvement, 

be  increafcd  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    How, 

be  would  alk,  could  a  poflible  future  improvement  either  provide 

fwthe  prefent  eftablifliment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  for  the  pay*  . 

inent  of  hb  debts  r  Beiides  the  ad  of  Q^  Anne  provided  againft  the 

iliciution  of  the  Crown  lands.     If  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huflcy  was  ' 

<*^  HKiely  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  a  difcufTxon  relative  to 

^  improvement  of  the  Crown  lands,  he  could  aflurc  the  honour* 

"^  gentleman  that  the  reports  had  been  more  than  once  before  the  • 

"<^fcy  and  that  an  adi  had  been  framed  in  confequcnce.  of  them, 

V  ^bich  the  maoagement  of  the  Crown  and  the  management  of  the 

^  lands  had  been  feparated.     With  refpcdl  to  the  forcfi  lands,  - 

^^boen  die  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  keeping  of  thoie 

^^  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  would  be  beneiicial  to  the  naval  in^ 

•ftcfts  of  the  country. 

^*  FOX  faid,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  from  a  prejudice  in  fa- 
y^  rf  foraicr  opinions,  but  he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  alienat- 
H  fo  much  of  the  Ciown  and  Foreft  lands,  as  would  be  fufiicient 
***c  prefent  purpofe*  The  aft  of  Anne  was  evidently  for  the 
t^fc  of  providit^  for  the  Royal  Family.     Whatever  vfas  to  b« 
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done  on  tht  ptcfcnt  occcafion,  was  to  be  done  with  a  view  of  in- 
crcaHng  the  Prince  of  Wales's  eftabliihmcnt,  and  of  liqutdadnghis 
debts.  At  a  time,  therefore,  when  the  Houfc  were  going  to  do 
fomething,  he  could  not  but  think  that  there  was  much  propriety  in 
wiftiing  to  refer  the  feventecn  reports  to  the  prcfent  Committee,  in 
order  that  in  fuch  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  the  Committee  rorght 
look  narrowly  at  all  its  refourcc^,  and  impofe  as  few  and  as  light 
burdens  upon  the  people  as  ^ffiblc*  The  alienation  of  the  Crown 
landf,  therefore,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  moft  advifeable  mode ; 
particularly  as  a  great  landed  revenue,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Crown,  was  likely  to  produce  the  confeqaence  of  extending  an  in- 
fluencc  already  too  great.  It  was  this  influence  to  which  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  had  directed  its  attention,  and  tiiough  from  die  diffi- 
culty of  the  fubjedt,  it  had  not  been  eafy  to  carry  the  defired  objeft 
into  execution,  3rct  it  had  never  been  entirely  relinquifhcd. 

Mr.  EAST  conceived  that  Mr.  Huffey's  motion  tended  to  pre- 
judge the  quelUon,  becaufe  it  had  not  yet  been  decided  whe&cr  the 
Houfe  would  take  upon  them,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  the  incum- 
•  brances  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  time  enough,  when  the 
Houfe  had  rcfolved  to  difchai^e  thofe  incumbrances,  to  confider  ia 
what  manner  they  (hould  difchai^ge  them. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  Mr.  Eaft  had  mlfundcrftoodhim.  He  did 
not  mean  to  fay  now,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  do  any  thiqgon  tfic 
fubjed,  becaufe  the  prefent  was  not  the  proper  period  for  difcuffing 
that  point ;  but  he  meant  to  fay,  that  if  any  diing  were  to  be  done, 
the  mode  propofed  by  Mr.  HulTey  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  mdt 
proper. 

Mr.  GREY  was  againft  this  motion.     The  quefKon  this  n^it 

was  to  be  what,  under  the  circumibinces  of  this  country,  would  be 

fit  to  grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  ?    When  the  incumbrances  came 

before  the  Houfe,  this  motion  would  be  proper ;  but  it  was  not  fo, 

'  in  his  opinion,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  RYDER  oppofcd  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  alfo  this  was  not  the  flage  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  MARTIN  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  motion}  and 
hoped  it  would  be  brought  forward  at  a  future  titne. 

Colonel  MACLEOD  wifhed  the  Public  to  rcflcd,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  Mihifter  of  thb  country,  and 
had  lof^to  the  Public  upon  one  article  the  difllerence  between  6000I. 
and  400,0001.  a  year ;  for  if  the  Crown  lands  mi^t  be  made  to 
produce  that  fum,  the  Minifter  muft  have  ncglcScd  his  dutfi  i^ 
not  making  them  produce  it. 
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Tlie  Rlorian  wds  then  negatived. 
The  quciHon  being  put  for  going  Into  a  Comnnitteey 
Mr.  MArlN  WARING  wiljicd  to  know  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  the  Houfe  would  be  pledged  to,  if  it  confentcd  to 
rhc  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  There  were  two  points  to  be  confi- 
dcrcdi  as  he  undcrftood  ;  the  eftablifhment  and  the  incumbrances  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs.  He  wiflied  to  know  if  the  Houfe  would  be 
pledged  tnto  both»  if  the  Committee  was  agreed  to.  He  wifl^ed  to 
know  whether  Members  could  fay,  "  We  will  go  thus  far,  but  no 
fjuihcrr" — He  afked  this,  becaufe  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  the  fubjed« 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived,  that  die  motion  itfelf  was  an 
imfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  queflion.  The  Committee 
was  to  take  His  MajeAy's  meflfage  into  confideration,  and  then 
cvay  gentleman  would  take  what  (hare  he  pleafed  in  the  difcuflion, 
^  tote  accordingly. 

The  queftioo  being  put  and  carried,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  Into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair.  His 
Majefty's  meiTage  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT   faid,  that   the  objedl  recommended  in 

His  Majefty*s  meflage  had  already  been  the  fubje<fl  of  fome  obfer- 

vi&on  diis  day.     H&  was  perfuadcd,  that  if  ^  he  could  completely 

fepante  one  part  of  the  fubjed  from  the  other,  as  lie  thought  even- 

tinlly  he  muft  do,  in  the  vote  he  fhould  propofe,  he  would  meet 

^  unanimous  wifh  of  the  Houfe.     Upon  one  part  of  it,  he  flat- 

^*red  himfelf  there  would  hardly  be  a  difference  of  fentiment ;  as  the 

guicral  otyefl  was  one  in  which  we  were  all  united.     He  was  per- 

fuadcd,  while  he  looked  at  the  power  of  our  public  treafurc,  and 

vhilchc  reflcded  that  he  was  to  apply  for  an  eftabliflimcnt  to  be 

fettled  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  after  the  happy  event  of  his  union 

^ith  a  Princcfs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick ;  when  he  reflefled  on 

^c  blcffings  we  had  continued  to  enjoy  under  that  illuArious  ^rnily, 

'i  which  this  Princefs  was  a  branch,  that  there  was  but  one  general 

fentiment  felt  by  Engliihmen,  and  that  they  would  be  unanimous 

in  their  dedermitiation  to   fupport  the  dignity  and  fplendor  of  the 

Prince  and  his  Royal  confort.     This  was  a  difpodtion  which  would 

arife  Out  of  the  fentiment,  he  had  almoft  faid  the  inftin£t,  of  the 

P^c  of  this  country,  and  he  was  aiTured,  that  any  application 

^^  Was  made  to  fupport  the  fplendor  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwicki 

^M  never  be  unfocoefsfuL     The  Houfe  had  always  (hewn  its 

^*nef9  to  protect  the  principles  of  true  iiberty>  and  to  opnfult  the 

fol  happinefs  of  its  fubjeds. 

VouXLL  Q.q 
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He  muft  now  lay  down  as  a  general  gtoiuid,  from  itflefiion  00 
the  hiAoiy  of  pad  ages,  as  well  as  from  many  recent  drcumftances, 
that  in  the  days  in  which  we  livci  it  is  the  immediate  intereft  of 
vh  all  to  fupport  the  ftrength,  to  maintain  the  honour  and  neceffrrr 
dignity  and  fplendour,  not  only  of  our  monardiy,  but  alfo  of  evaj 
branch  of  the  Ropl  family.     What  we  gave  to  them  fcr  thde  par- 
pofes,  we  gave  in  reality  to  ourfelves.     This  he  did  not  mean  (0 
be  done  by  a  profligate  waftc  of  the  public  treafure,  but  by  a  pni- 
dcnt  u(e  of  it,  and  in  allowing  an  handfome  (hare  of  the  ptioperty  of 
the  nation  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  we  had  always  been  amply  repaid  bv 
the  fecurity  it  gave  us  for  a  continuance  of  tliofe  bleifii^s  we  enjoyed 
under  that  fyftcm  of  Government,  the  center  of  which  was  manar* 
chy— a  fyftcm,  which,  notwithftanding  all  the  idle  theories  of  mo- 
dern pretenders,  and  all  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  bnn^ 
it  into  difrepute,  comprifcd  in  it  all  that  we  had  fecn,  not  only  of 
dignity  and  force,  but  alfo  of  protedion  to  liberty,  and  every  diing 
that  could  be  efteemed  in  any  well-regulated  ftate.     Thefe  were 
confiderations  which,  he  was  furci  would  guide  the  vote  of  die 
Houfe  on  the  queftion  of  the  eftabliihment  to  be  made  for  tbcir 
Royal  Highncfles  the  Prince  and  Princeffcs  of  Wal^.     U  that 
was  the  only  qudlion  to  be  brought  before  the  Houfe,  he  flioold 
have  confined  die  vote  which  he  had  to  propofe  to  what,  according 
to  his  view  of  the  fubjcd,  came  diftin6Hy  within  that  principle.— 
But,  while  he  was  aware  of  that  being  deiirable,  he  was  bound  in 
<^andour  to  fay  that  he  had  other  topics  to  bring  forward  much  lefs 
agreeable  to  his  feelings.     Thefe  topics,  however,  he  (hooM  keep 
as  fcparatc  as  poflible  from  the  other  queftion.      For  that  rcafon  he 
ihould  not  this  day  propofe  any  provifion  to  be  voted  for  the  difchargc 
of  the  incumbrances  of  His  Royal  Highnefs.     It  was  his  duty, 
however,    to  ftate  the  circumftances  of  thefe  incumbrances.    He 
wifhed  to  God  hd  could  do  otherwife.     It  would  be  more  to  hisfe- 
tisfa6lion,  more  to  the  fatlsfadion  of  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  and 
he  believed,  more  ta  the  fatisfaftion  of  every  man  in  this  coun- 
try, that  the  tranfa6li6n  to  which  he  alluded  could  have  been  avoid- 
ed, but  (incc  it  unfortunately  cxiftcd,  the  fame  fentiment  which  led 
us  to  agree  to  fupport  the  fplcndour  of  the  Throne  by  an  cftabKft- 
ment,  led  us  all  to  wi(h  that  incumbrances  (hould  not  be  permitted 
to  a<Fed>  its  credit;  and  however  we  might  lament  it,  yet  ourloy- 
aky  to  die.  Throne,  and  our  r^rdfor  its  interefts,  which  was  infe- 
parable  from  our  own,  called  upon  us  to  look  at  thefe  incumbrances* 
and  to  fee  that  they  (hould  not  affeA  too  deeply  die  cafe  and  comfort 
of  tlie  heir  apparent.     He  then  proceeded  to  l\ate  the  view  vliich 
he  had  of  die  whole  fubjcdl,  aiid  each  of  its  branches  in  its  order. 
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Firft  as  to  the  happy  event  of  the  marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefe, 
which  met  the  wiflies  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  and  on 
which  they  had  already  cxprcffcd  their  joy ;    in  confequencc  there 
mu(lJ)e  an  additional  eftabliOiment.     Next  came  to  be  defrayed 
the  expence  attending  the  ceremony  of  the  marriage,  and  then  the 
cxpence  of  completing  the  building  of  Carlton  Houfe,  as  a  refi- 
dcnce  for  their  Royal  Highneffes.     With  rcfpccV  to  the  expence  of 
the  marriage,  or  of  the  fumilhing  the  building  of  Carlton  Houfe, 
ihcy  would  not  be  objedJs  for  the  prefent  Committee,  and  therefore 
he  (hould  not  propofc  any  refolution  upon  that  fubjedi.  .  The  only 
objed  now,  was,  a  grant  of  a  fum  of  money  for  the  eftablilhment, 
and  a  jointure  to  her  Royal  Highnefs.     This  being  opened  to  the 
Committee,    he  ihould  then  proceed  to  the  incumbrances  of  the 
Prince,  arid  to  ftatc  the  principle  on  which  he  refted  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding.    Whatever  might  be  the  amount  of  the  vote  of  the  Houfe 
(or  the  eftabliOiment,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  fome  meafure 
(hoald  be  adopted  to  relieve  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  his  prefent 
etnbaTTaflfments.     However,  he  did  not  mean  to  call  on  the  prefent 
Committee  to  confider  the  extent  of  thcfe  incumbrances  at  prefent. 
The  firft  point,  and  the  only  one  he  intended  to  propofe  in  th^  mo- 
tion with  which  he  (hould  conclude,  was  that  of  an  eftabli(hment 
foT&e  Prince  and  his  illuArious  confort.     In  con(idering  this,  he 
dcfired  the  Committee  to  a(k  themfelves  what  they  thought  they 
oi^ht  to  grant  to  their  Royal  Highneffes  in  their  prefent  fituation. 
At  pitfent  the  income  of  the  Prince  was  6o,oool.  a  year,  exclu- 
fivcofthe  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  was  about  i3,oooL  per 
aanum.      It  was  difficult  to  form  a  prccife  calculation  on  the  ex- 
pence  which  neceffarily  attends, the  dignity  of  t|^e  heir  apparent  to 
the  Throne,  hut  upon  that  fubjc<5^,  it  was  natural  to  look  back  on 
what  had  been  allowed  to  former  Princes  of  Wales.     Fifty  years 
2go,  his  grandfather,  the  then  Prince  of  Wales,  poffeffed  a  net  in- 
come of  1 00, cool,  per  annum,  in  addition  to  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
el*    Eighty  years  ago,  his  great  grandfather,  the  then  Prince  of 
Wales,    poffeffed  loo^oool.  without  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 
If  gentlemen  would  look  at  thefe  eftabliflimcnts,  they  would  fee 
that  his  prefent  Royal  Highnefs  ought  to  have  a  confiderable  addi- 
^  to  his  income  even  fuppofing  that  he  was  not^ incumbered  with 
debt.    He  would  then  aflc  the  Committee  to  confider  what  they 
thof^ht  was  abfolutdy  neceffar}''  for  him  now  ;   and  in  confidering 
this  they  would  naturally  rededt  on  the  great  difference  in  the  price 
rf  jffl  the  articles  of  life ;  they  muft  be  aware  that  the  expenccs  of 
^  ddbipdons  of  men,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  was  very 
QU2ch  advanced  \  they  would  then  find  that  neither  luxuiyy  dignity. 
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or  even  eafe  or  comfort  could  be  now  procured,  in  a  degree  adequate 
to  what  had  been  enjoyed  in  the  times  he  had  alluded  to  without  an 
advance  in  the  income,  to  at  leaft  a  fourth  of  the  whole.     If  he 
fjrred  in  his  calculation,  it  was  from  being  below  the  mark.     He 
therefore  now  propofed,  that  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  (houW 
be  125,0001.    per  annum  txclufive  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
which  was  only  25,000!.   a  year  more  than  was  enjoyed  5c  years 
ago.     He  thought  he  might  here  reft  that  part  of  the  qucftion  i  ft>r 
furcly  this  was  not  more  than  the  Committee  would  be  difpofcd  to 
allow  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  event  of  a  marriage,  of  which 
they  all  moft  heartily  approved.      This  being  the  only  vote  he  had 
to  propofe,  he  fliould  only  ftate  in  tlic  nature  of  a  poticc,  thofc  re- 
gulations which  were  intended  to  be  made  hereafter,      The  prepara- 
tions for  the  marriage  would  be  ftated  at  27,000!*  for  jei^tls  araJ 
plate,  which  came  to  a  much  greater  amount,  but  as  this  had  been 
the  fum  allowed,  the  cxctfs  would  go  to  the  outftanding  debts :  anil 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  for  finiflung  Carlton  Houfe,   the  ac- 
counts of  which  were  laid  upon  the  tabic,  and  they  might  be  brougW 
into  difcuflion  when  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  (liould  con  e 
before  them  for  tlicir  difiindt  confideration.     The  jointure  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales  he  propofed  to  be  50,0001.  a  year,   being  no 
more  than  had  been  <;rantcd  on  a  fimilar  occafion.     This  was  2JJ 
he  thought  nccelfary  to  fay  on  the  fiift  branch  of  the  fubjedt;  but 
although  he  (hould  propofe  nothing  more  at  prefcnt,  he  (liould  \h(c 
tathe  Committee  the  amount  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnds, 
which  was  between  6oo,oool.  and  700,0001.  according  to  thp/ni^iJ 
accurate  accounts  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  infpc6^ingi  in  rea- 
lity they  were,  according  to  thcfe  accounts,   from   620,000].  to 
630,0001.   up  to  the  laft  April.quarter.      He  had  no  reafon  to  fiip- 
pofc  that  there  did  cxift  any  other  debts  of  his  Royal  High/Jtfs, 
1^'hcre  he  was  the  principal  debtor.     There  were  feme  in  which  he 
was  fecurity  for  his  illuftrious  brothers.      But  he  had  the  fatisfaclfwi 
to  ftate  to  the  Committee,    that  from  the  meritorious  exertions  of 
thefe  two  illuftrious  charatSers,  fuch  debts  were  put  into  a  train  ot 
liquidation^  and  in  a  eourfe  of  punctual  difcharge,  and  he  had  no 
feafon  to  apprehend  they  would  become  a  burden  to  them  or  to  die 
public,  and  therefore  he  dy  not  confider  thefe  as  any  pirt  of  the 
debts  of  his  Royal  Highncfs,    for  which  it  would  bi-  ncceffar)'to 
piake  any  Icgiflative  provifion.     It  would  remain  for  the  Houlc  to 
confider  at  a  fubfequent  period,  whether  the  debts  of  his  Roy^ 
Highnefs  were  brought  into  a  (hape  and  mode  that  would  ^!^ 
them  to  form  fome  plan  of  freeing  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  t|ic  pre- 
sent efFc£t  of  his  incumbrances.     When  they  fhoi^ld  be  fo,  then 
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the  HouTe  would  have  to  determine  on  the  mode  of  relieving  him ; 
but  that  was  not  the  fubjedt  of  this  night's  difcuflion,  and  before 
he  (hied  an  opinion  U|:on  that  topic,  he  was  dcfirous  of  coUefiing 
the  fcnfc  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  mode  (>f  proceeding.     He  was  con- 
vinced that,  before  the  Houfe  (hould  take  any  ftcp  towards  the  li- 
quidaticn  of  thefe  debts,  they  ought  to  undergo  the  mod  accurate 
jnvcitigaiion.      For  this  purpofe,    a  Secret  Committee  might  be 
decerned  neceffary ;   and  if  it  (hould  appear  to  gentlemen  that  an 
inquiry  (hould  be  inllituted  previoufly  to  any  Aeps  being  taken,  he 
vas  pcrfe<£tly  ready  to  concur  in  fuch  an  inquirj'.     But  it  might  b« 
apprehended,   that  an  inquiry  by  a  Secret  Committee  would  be  in* 
fuificicnc,   in  as  much  as  it^would  be  neceifary  to  go  into  a  very  do- 
tailed  invcftigation,  to  which  a  Secret  Committee  might  not  be  oom- 
pctcTit.     A  parliamcmary  commifliori,  where  the  evidence  might 
be  given  on  oath,  might  be  mod  advifcable.     But  here,  he  con- 
feiTwJ,  that  a  doubt  refted  on  his  mind,  whether,  if  an  inquiry  of 
this  legi(l<itivc  nature  fhould  be  deemed  neceffary,.  a  general  inquity 
by  a  Secret  Committee  ought  not  to  take  place  in  the  (irft  inftatiCQ. 
The  firft  opinion  that  gentlemen  would  be  tempted  to  entertain, 
might  be  one  totally  dlfapprgving  of  the  debts  that  had  been  con- 
traded.     But  he  ihould  hope,  that  when  gentlemen  connc^ed  the 
fubjcd  with  tlic  public  intcrcfts,  they  would  not  think  that,  if  they 
agreed  to  make  a  fuitablc  ei^ablilhment  for  the  Prince,  they  (hould 
ihutthcir  eyes  wh(4!y  to  the  fubjeft  of  debt.     The  principle  of 
granting  an  additional  income  was  to  procure  to  the  Prince  eafe  and 
comfort,,  to  Tupport  the  dignity  of  his  rank,  and  the  general  happinefs 
of  the  nation.      Would  liich  an  eftabli(hmcnt,  however,  anfwcr  any 
good  purpofe,  if  tlic  C'^mmictcc  were  to  leave  his  Royal  Highnefii 
opprcft  by  diftrcfb,  cn^barraffmcnt,  and  debt?  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  cffcd,  it  Parliament  were  to  refufc  to  makp  any  legiflative 
pnwificn  for  the  payment  of  the  debts.     Yet  ought  the  Parliament 
to  fay  that  they  would  forgive  what  was  paft  ;  that  they  would  grant 
an  ample  income,  and  throw  all  the  burden  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
debts  upon  the  people  r  To  do  this  would  be  improper.    The  Coro- 
niittce,  indeed,  were  involved  in  fuch  a  dilemma,  that  they  could 
do  nothing  that  would  be  wholly  comfortable.      If  they  abridged 
the  fplcndour  and  income  of  the  Prince,  they  would  abridge  his 
Ko]ral  Highnefs  8  eafe  and  comfort;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  they 
agreed  halHIy  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  they  would  be  fetting 
an  example  of  prodigality  and  excefs  totally  irreconeileablc  with  the 
duty  which  th^  owed  to  their  country  ;  if  they  preffed  too  hardly 
on  the  Prince,  the  (ituation  in  which  he  mull  be  placed  would  con- 
^tute  a  bad  preparati6n  for  that  Throne  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
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was  dcAined  nt  feme  period,  (late^be  wifhed  it  to  be)  to  fSL    In 
this  compromife  of  evil,  it  was  neceffarjr  to  take  fo  much  from  tk 
Prince  of  Wales's  income  as  could  be  taken  without  deducting  from 
Ilis  comfort  and  his  eafc.     This  was  the  taik  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  apply  thennfelves,  and  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the 
inrerefts  of  the  Prince  with  the  expectations  which  the  people  had  a 
right  to  emertain  firom  the  loyalty,  the  wifdom,  and  the  patriotifm 
of  Parliament.     His  own  opinion  was,  that  a  certain  fum.  (houkl 
be  taken  from  the  Prince's  income  to  difchai^ge  his  debts :  and'diat, 
In  Order  to  counterad  the  influence  of  the  prefent  example,  the  Com- 
mittee fhould  (hew  that  the  debts  would  be  liquidated  by  the  cuttir^ 
riF  fo  much  from  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  heir  apparent.     Upon 
dii#  principle  he  meant  to  fubmit  it  on  a  future  day,  that  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  part  of  the  income  of  1 25,000!. 
lbou)d  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  del)ts,  and 
to  the  gradual  difcharge  of  the  principal ;  and  that  the  fum  fo  taJcen 
flkmld  be  veftcd  in  the  hand$  of  Commlffioncrs.    From  tlic  income 
of  125,000!.  a  year,  he  (hould  propofe  that  25,000!.  ftiouJd  be 
deduced  annually  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  debts,  at 
four  per  cent,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  fliou/d 
be  appropriated,  as  a  finking  fund,  at  compound  intereft,  to  dif- 
charge the  principal  of  the  debt,  which  they  would  difcharge  in 
tircnty  fevcn  years*     He  knew  that  it  was  uncertain  whether  thi^ 
would  be  paid  off  during  the  period  of  his  Royal  Htghncfs  rcmain- 
hig  Prince  of  Wales. '    He  therefore  meant  to  propofe,  that  on  the 
event  of  the  demife  of  the  Crown  to  the  Pilnce,  there  fhould  (Kil 
be  ft  charge  of  25,000!.  a  year  on  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Prirtce  of  Wales.    There  was  one  circumftance,  not  a  very  pnx*^- 
Wc  one  he  confeffcd,  which  was,  that  within  the  period  of  twcnty- 
icvcn  years  the  demife  of  the  Crown  to  the  Prince,  and  the  demife 
of  t!ic  Prince  himfclf,  might  both  happen.     In  that  cafe  it  \*uuld 
be  impoflible  to  make  any  charge  on  the  hereditary  revenues.;  and 
he  fhould  then  propofe  that  a  burden  of  25,000!.  a  year  fhould  be 
impofcd  on  tlic  confolidated  fund. — ^He  liad  endeavoured  it  apply 
the  principle  which  he  had  already  ftated  as  well  as  he  cotild,  nawelr, 
that  of  maintaining  the  fplcndour  of  his  Royal  Highncfs,  and  of 
guarding  ngainft  fuch  an  evil  as  this  in  future  \  it  was  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  whether  it  was  a  right  one,  and  whether  thcfe  pto- 
vifions  flioiild  be  made  at  all,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  k  ioto 
their  mofl  fcrious  confidcrarion ;  but  if  any  gentleman  had  anyoAcr 
plan  to  oftcr  that  would  accomplifli  the  end  better,  he  fhoidd  be  gla^l 
to  licnr  it.     P.iif  without  providing  for^fe  debts,  fo  as  to  mafe  it 
jjTi;;  ifilL^le  6>r  than  to  increafe,  all  the  wifhet  of  the  Houfe  UJi^^ 
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be  dtlappoinled.     Witbout  ftating  foraething  of  this  kind  he  couM 

not  exfcSt  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  in  what  he  had  to  propofe; 

He  would  go  £nther ;  he  would  admit  that  the  proper  application  of 

d»e  inooBie  (hoidd  be  provided  for  in  the  moft  ri^d  manner ;  for 

the  Houfe  coidd  not,  after  what  had  happened,  be  expeiSted  to  vc& 

on  any  general  aflfuninces.     There  were  two  general  heads  to  be 

attended  to  in  this  cafe.     The  one  was  the  fiiithful  punAual  paf« 

mcnt  of  the  debt  already  contraded.     The  other,  that  no  farther 

<icbt  ibould  be  conttaded :  the  latter  of  which  was  to  be  guaxded 

acainft,  hj  making  it  impollible  for  fudi  credit  to  be  obtained  again* 

With  this  view  he  fhould  propofe  to  infert  in  the  bill  a  claufe  nf 

d)e  fame  nature  as  that  which  was  infirrted  in  that  excdlen/t  aod  me- 

moiaUe  aA  which  was  framed  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman 

(Mr.  Burke)  who  unfortunately  was  not  now  a  Member  of  that 

Huufe«-»That  it  ihould  be  impoflible  for  any  part  of  the  expenditive 

to  exoBcd  the  eflimate — Tliat  no  arrear  ftould,  under  any  pretence^ 

go  beyond  the  quarter-'^That  debts  not  daimed  then  Ihould  wholly 

lapb^-llsit  debts  thus  claimed  fhould  be  punSually  paid,  but  no 

other.    Thefe  pdnts  being  fettled,  he  fhould  propofe,  that  Carhon* 

iKxifetuHild  be  invefted  in  the  Crown  for  ever,  and  the  fumitutc 

be  deemed,  under  the  legal  phrafc,  to  pafs  as  heirs-loom.— Finally, 

that  no  iuit  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  (hall  be  inAituted  againft  hit 

Roval  Hi^hnefs;  but  againA  his  officers,  who  (haU  be  refponfible 

for  the  power  and  authority  which  they  (hall  have  in  the  oondiift 

and  management  of  his  affairs.    He  confidered  it  to  be  an  effebtial 

part  of  thdr  pfefent  objedt,  that,  when  this  bufinefs  was  arranged, 

no  fuch  fubjed  fhould  ever  come  for  difcufTion  again,  for  he  confi- 

^^ftd  it  to  be  a  painful,  as  well  as  an  anxious  difcufTion.    Nothing 

Aoft  of  this  would  go  the  length  which  the  Public  had  a  rfght  to  cx- 

pcd  from  diat  Houfe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fatisfy  its  conftitucnts*^ 

He  felt  this  impreiTion  with  double  wei^t  from  his  duty,  as  a 

Member  of  Parliament,  and  from  the  fituation  4n  which  he  flood  as 

Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer ;  in  both  which  charaders  he  wifhed 

'ieidier  to  add  unneccflfarily  to  the  burdens  of  the  Public,  noiiiegleA 

fo  bring  forward  a  meafure  m  which  their  interefls  and  happinefg 

^^rt  fo  materiaUy  connc£led.     It  was  Jiis  wifh,  while  he  fati^fied 

*c  fieeiings  of  the  Prince,  to  fatisfy  likewife  the  feelings  of  the 

country,  and  thofe  which  were  more  immediately  conncdted  with 

f'«  own  iituation.     Thefe  were  the  principles  on  which  he  had 

endeavoured  to  dire^  his  conduft,  and  having  given  this  ftatement 

^^  this  explanation,  he  did  not  mean  to  detain  the  Committw  any 

farther,  bccaufe  it  was  not  his  intention  to  prcfs,  on  the  ptcfent  oc- 

<^fion,  mf  motion  on  the  fubjeS  of  the  Prince's  debts.     The  pre- 
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fent  declfion  related  di  redly  to  the  cRabllihment  of  his  Royal  High^ 
nefs  ahd  to  the  jointure  of  the  Princcfs,  and  he  was  not  awaic  it  was 
neceflary  for  him  to  fay  any  more  than  to  exprefs  his  readiriefs  to  n* 
plain  any  thing  that  he  might  have  left  impcrfe£t|  if  called  ii|x)n  to 
do  foi  He  wifhedy  however,  to  learn  whether  the  Houfe  ddired 
that  there  Ihould  be  a  Secret  Committee  to  examine  the  debts,  or 
that  they  would  leave  the  whole  matter  to  be  finally  fettled  under  a 
legiflative  provifion.  He  then  moved,  <*  That  His  MajeAy  be  en- 
abled to  appropriate  65,0001.  annually,  from  the  i  oth  of  OAober, 
1794,  towards  providing  for  the  eftabliihment  of  his  Royal  Higfa- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  '* 

Mr.  GREY  faid, .  that  he  had  on  a  former  evening  occaiion  to 
remark  the  painful  fenfattons  with  which  he  entered  upcxi  this  fub- 
jedl ;  he  would  not  however  fhrink  from  the  difcharge  of  a  dutjf, 
however  painful.     There  could  be  in  that  Houfe  but  one  wifli,  to 
make  a  fuitable  and  liberal  provifion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princ5  of  Wales.     There  might  farther  be  a  hope  and  wifh^  by  li- 
berality and  indulgence  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  conciliate  his  feel- 
ings, to  infpire  him  with  affedtion  and  confidence,  and  cement  die 
bond  of  union  between  him  and  that  people,  whom  at  a  future  pe- 
riod he  might  be  called  to  govern.     But  there  was  a  nK>re  (everc 
duty,  which  the  nature  of  the  occafion  impofed  in  a  time  of  unp- 
xalleled  diftrefs,  fuch  as  the  prefent.     It  was  a  duty  whidi  they 
owed  to  the  Prince  himfclf,  to  teach  him,  if  refleciicHi  had  not  taught 
him,  that  as  his  family  were  chofen  to  the  Throne  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  fo  that  his  iituation  was  created  not  merely  for  luxury 
and  indulgence,  but  in  fubferviencc  to  that  great  end ;  and  that 
though  they  were  bound  in  turn  to  confult  his  comfort  and  enjoyment, 
that  the  obligation  on  their  part  ceafed,  if  thefe  became  his  fole  ob- 
jects ;  and  that  in  confcquenc;c  of  the  provifion  made  for  the  fupport 
of  his  rai^k,  thoufands  ought  to  blefs  his  munificence  and  bounty, 
not  to  lament  his  extravagance  and  folly.    He  did  not  mean  on  the 
prefent  occafion  to  charge  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
with  having  done  any  thing  which  his  duty  did  not  reqinre.     The 
difcuffion  was  attended  with  hardships  to  both  parties.    On  the  one 
hand  it  was  not  dcfirable  for  the  Miniftcr,  after  having  repeatedly 
called  upon  the  people  in  the  courfeof  the  feflion,  to  contribute  to 
fuch  an  extent  to  the  fupport  of  the  war,  to  bring  forward  any  fWh 
burdens.     Neither  was  it  defirable  for  thofc  who  had  uniformly  op- 
pofed  his  meafures,  by  concurring  in  the  prefent  motion,  to  (hareio 
the  unpopularity  which  muft  inevitably  attend  fuch  a  propofition. 
On  the  other  hand  he  was  fully  aware  that  by  any  oppofition,  they 
fubjedled  themfelves  to  the  unplealant  cCnfequence  of  that  mifitpre- 
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femationy  which  would  be  (o  eagerly  circulated  through  all  the  chan« 
nds  of  courtly  influence.  He  was  however  determined  to  fpeak 
plainly ;  if  he  (hould  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  create  offence,  he  would 
at  Icaft  have  the  confolation  to  have  done  his  duty,  . 

He  could  have  wiftied  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Kf  r. 
Pitt)  in  bringing  forward  his  motion,  had  avoided  any  of  the  topics 
which  had  been  employed  to  inflame  divilion  of  fentiment  in  that 
Houfc,     It  h^d  been  too  much  the  fafhion  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  rcprefent  thofe  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  as 
p.ot  friends  to  the  fplendor  and  dignity  of  the  Monarchy.     He  was 
as  fmcere  a  friend  to  the  real  fplendor  and  dignity  of  the  Monarchy, 
though  he  nntght  be  a  lefe  pleafing  one,  as  any  flippery  fycophant  of 
a  Court.     That  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  have  an  efbiblifh- 
mcnt  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  there  was  no  doubt ;  there  was  no 
dojbt  alfo  that  the  people  would  grant  it ;  but  the  ftability  of  the 
MoTjarchy  of  the  country  depended  not  upon  eftabli(hmenrs  ;  and 
there  might  occur  occaiions,  in  which,  to  relinquifh  them,  would 
be  attexKkd  with  more  real  dignity,  than  could  be  derived  from  the 
utmoft  fplendor  of  expence.     In  coming  to  the  confideration  of  the 
p:rfcntqocftion,  which  neceffarily  involved  the  debts,  hewaswil- 
^ii?  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
to  oKifider  abflradHy  what  income,  under  the  prcfent  circumftances, 
it  would  be  faitable  to  grant  to  a  Prince  of  Wales.  ^  The  right  ho- 
iitHinble  gentleman  had   referred  to  former  inftances.     He  had. 
ftitcd  that  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  granted  to  the  great 
gntidfather  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  that  the   fame  fum  had 
^  allowed  to  his  grandfather,  with  the  addition  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall.     He  thence  inferred  that  no  Icfs  an  addition  than 
^hat  be  had  now  propofed  would  be   necefiary,  in  order  to  make 
t^  income  equal  to  iiriut  it  was  at  thofe  former  periods.     He  had 
jflced  if  there  was  any  perfon  in  private  life,  whofe  increafe  of  ex- 
pence  would  not  be  found  greatly  to  exceed  that  calculation.     To 
adopt  his  own  inftance  of  a  perfon  in  private  lifC)  as  applicable   to 
the  prcfent  cafe,  that  perfon,  in  apportioning  .the  rate  of  his  expence, 
muftconfider  alfo  the  means  from  which  it  was  to  be  drawn.     If 
the  eftatc,  which  was  the  fourcc  of  his  income,  was  burdened  with 
(id)t,  1  eonfequent  neceflity  mufl:  arife  for  a  curtailment  of  lus  ex-r 
pence.    It  was  to  be  confidercd,  whether  when  the  country  had 
^n  groaning  under  the  accumulated  corruptions  of  a  century,  dur^ 
uf  which  it  had  been  oppref&d  by  wars,  undertaken  from  the 
^eakncfs  or  wickednefs  of  Minifters  ;  and  oow,  when  it  was  en- 
Pgcd  in  a  conteft,  of  which  it  was  neither  poflible  to  calculate  the 
^xrtm  nor  the  end,  it  would  be  proper  to  exceed  the  utxnoft  ptofu- 
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iion  of  former  periods.     A  habit  of  expencehad  lately  been  atated, 
and  had  grown  up  to  a  inoft  alarming  height,  among  all  ordcts  ot 
fociety.     Was  it  fitting  that  the  Lcgiflature  (bould  fel  an  example 
of  encouraging  a  habit  which  threatened  the  moft  pernidous  conic- 
quenccsy  and  even  the  fubverfion  of  tlic  Cohftitution  itfelf,  fince  it 
feemed  more  and  more  to  be  bringing  this  country  into  a  refemUancf 
to  what  had  been  the  fituation  of  France,  previous  to  the  seta  of  the 
revolution  ?   It  wa$  this  habit  which  annihilated  the  indepcndcoct 
of  the  rich,  and  aggravated  the  miferi^  of  the  poor.   Was  it  fittir^ 
that  the  Legiflature  itfelf,  whofe  independence  was  cndaiigacJ, 
fhould  encourage  fuch  a  fyilem  of  extravagance  i  The  imnunencc 
of  the  danger,  and  the  driking  example  exhibited  of  its  dpfcSs  in 
another  country,  ought,  if  any  thing;  to  inculcate  a  leiTon  of  the 
neccffity  of  moderation  in  the  prefent  moment.     The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (lated  that  George  II.  when  Prince  of  Wales,  en* 
joyed  an  income  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  any  reve- 
nue from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  his  fon  a  hundsed  ttiou&ad 
in  addition  to  the  dm  ariiing  from  the  Dutchy.     But  it  was  toht 
reconciled  that  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  for 
feveral  years  after  his  marriage,  amounted  to  no  more  than  fiftj 
thoufimd  pounds ;  that  it  was  not  increafed  till  his  family  had  grown 
up,  and  that  no  application  was  at  any  time  made  to  Paritament 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts.     He  would  a(k  the  rigtit  hmuunblc 
gentleman  whether  he  had  ajwayt  adhered,  to  the  fame,  fcale  of  cal- 
culation, and  whether,  if  he  had,  he  would  not  kave  propofed  » 
kiger  income  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  the  iirft  inibnce.     He  dc- 
fired  him  tocopEiipare  his  prefent  ftatemencs  with  his  former  conduct, 
wherever,  a  limtlar  queition  had  been  agitated.     The  ii^Donie  fhir 
granted  to  his  Roj^  Uighnels  was  50,000!.  ^hich  includiog  the 
income  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  amounted  tp  a  fum.  of  63,000!. 
Afterwards  when.  the.  dcbia  were  difchaiggcd,  and  an  addition  o{ 
lO)00ol.  made  to  jus  income,  the  right  honourable  gendeimD 
ftated  that' his  incomf  was  now  fo  ample  as  to.  put  oat  of  all  doubt 
his  capacity  for  maintaining  an  cQablKhment  fuitable  to  bis  rank. 
And  yet,  though  the  accounts  on  the  tabk  relative  to  the  neceflaiy 
increafeof  expcnces  did  pot  exceed  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  be  now 
propofcd  an  additioa  to  his  e(hibU(hmcnt  of  not  le(s  than  ixfj-^"^ 
thoufand  pounds.    Taking  all  thcfe  circumftances  together,  he  000- 
fidered  this  to  be  a  fum  out  of  all  proportion,  and  more  tbaa  the 
Houfe  ought,  to  gpuit  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs.  It  wa%tbcrt^ 
fore  his  intention  to  propofe,  that,  inftead  of  fixty^five,  only  fcrty 
thpufand  pounds .  fliguld  he  added  to  his  prefent  income.     It  wa» 
originally  his  intcndonto have propofed that Iiis whole  income ihoul4 
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:»mount  only  to  one  Inindrcd  thoufand  pounds,  but  as  his  grandfather 
had  been  f^ated  to  have  enjoyed  this  fum  in  addition  to  the  revenue 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  was  willing,  in  thcprcPi.'.  l;il:.ii:c., 
to  go  all  the  length  of  the  liberality  of  former  times.    T  o  tli:  article 
of  iiiarriagc  cxpcnccs  he  had  no  objection,  he  only  hoped  that  when 
the  right  honoura*ble  gentleman  ftatcd  fuch  a  fum  to  have  been  ex-. 
peniicd>   he  would  likewifc  fhcw  that  fuch  a  demand  had  been  ufual 
on  former  occafions.    As  to  the  Incumbrances  of  his  Royal  Highncfs, 
when  he  rccoUcftcd  the  part  which  he  had  taken  with  refpe<ft  to  a  ii- 
milar  application,  he  found  it  more  particQlarly  ncccffaiy  to  come 
decidedly  forward  with  an  avowal  of  his  fentiments.     When  he  ad- 
verted to  what  had  taken  place  on  the  former  occafion,  he  felt  him- 
f elf  connpeUed  to  refift  the  fmallcA  claim  that  mij^t  be  made  in  the 
prcfcnt  inftance.    If  a  fum  had  been  accumulated  out  of  the  faving^ 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  the  minority  of  the  Princp*  Jf  a 
rcfunrcc  could  be  prcfcntcd  by  a  redu£lion  of  tho&  trappings  of  ftatc, 
which  incumbered  monarchy  without  adorning  it,  or  la{lly>  if  any 
aid  cou'd  be  derived  from  thofc  great  favings,  which  durii^  the  in- 
difpt  fition  of  an  illuf^rious  perfonage,  wepc  rq)rcfcnted  as  haying 
taken  place  during  the  prefent  reign,  he  was  afloniihed  that  any  ap- 
plicatim  fliould  be  made  to  Parliament  at  the  prefent  time,  and  un« 
der  the  pirfent  circumftances,  which  contained  the  fmalleft  reference 
to  thofc  incumbrances.     The  very  line  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  pointed  out  as  the  lead  confident  with  thedigaity  and 
policy  of  the  Lcgiflaturc,  was  that  very  line  which  he  felt  himfdf 
compelled  to  take,  namely,  from  difapprobation  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  debts  had  been  contra6ted,  to  make  no  p'oviiion  for  them 
at  all.    This  wa^  the  only  mode  which  he  conceived  would  openilp 
as  an  effeAual  preventive  againll  the  repetition  of  (imilar  demands- 
He  here  defired  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  confider  how  fjir 
his  propolition  would  give  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  large  and  mag- 
nificent income.     By  his  mode  of  ftatement,  he  taught  the  Prince 
to  believe,  tlrat  a  fum  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  pounds 
^as  no  more  than  was  neceifary  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  an  edab' 
lifliment  as  he  ought  to  have*     While  it  was  propof<^d  to  apply  a 
confiderable  part  of  bis  income  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  had 
^y  thing  been  done  to  diminish  the  fcale  of  his  expenditure  ?  What 
then  was  the  efFeft  of  this  condudl,  but  to  hold  out  an  encouragement, 
or  provide  an  excufc,  for  the  incufrjngof  new  debts  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  the  higheft  regard  had  been  profeffed  for  the  dignity  of  his , 
Royal  Highnefs.     How  far,  he  would  a(k,  was  his  dignity  con- 
fulfcd  by  the  mode  propofcd  to  be  adopted  by  the  right  honourable 
jjcnijfpian  ?  What  could  be  more  degrading  to  a  Prince,  than  to  tie 
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him  down  in  the  manner  which  had  been  fuggpfied  ;  than  Id  fay» 
that  we  cannot  tnift  him,  and  that  we  muft  compel  him  to  do  juf- 
tice  by  the  ftriQcft  regulations  ?  He.  had  a  very  different  view  of 
the  fubjedl.     He  conlidered  that  the  bed  dignity,   and  the  tnidl 
greatnefsy  was  that  which  was  founded  upon  integrity  of  charader, 
without  which  no  refpedt  for  rank  or  flation  would  long  avail.   The 
bed  means  then,  which  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  could  purfuc, 
was  to  grant  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  w^hatever  income  they  mi^t 
think  fuitablcy  and  to  mark  their  difapprobation  of  the  debts  by  a 
direfi  rcfufal  to  enter  into  any  difcuffion  on  the  fubjed.      The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  Aatcd  the  inconvenience  to  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  would  be  fubjcftby  fuch  a  decifion  on  the  parr  cf 
thc.L^flature.     He  was  fenfible  of  the  inconvenience,  but  lie  la- 
mented, along  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had 
only  a  choice  of  evils.     Unfortunately  he  could  not  fee  the  Prirxc 
of  Wales  in  that  fituation  of  rank  and  dignity,  which  beloi^d  to 
him.     He  had  then  only  to  look  to  that  which  was  the  next  bcft, 
'  to  fee  him  in  the  fituation  of  lamenting  his  errors,  and  making  Ac 
bed  preparation  which  he  could  for  the  liqilidation  of  his  debts. 
Would  any  man  tell  him  that  if  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  were  to  retire 
to  a  fituation,  where  he  might  qualify  himfelf  by  rcfledion  fcrth« 
duties  of  his  future  fiation,  after  having  made  a  compofition  vith 
his  creditors,  who,  no  doubt,  would  be  fatisfied  with  cafy  terms, 
that  there  would  not  ftill,  out  of  the  income  which  he  pro(K>ied»  be 
left  a  fufHcient  provifion  for  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  two  perfoiis, 
who  had  other  refourccs  to  which  thqy  might  look  ?     Bur  it  was 
urged,  that  the  fupport  of  the  Monarchy  was  intercfted  in  the  pro- 
vifion ix)w  to  be  made,  and  that  whatever  was  given,  was  given 
for  public  purpofcs.     He  granted  that  fuch  was  the  cafe  with  rc- 
fpeft  to  whatever  ^vas  given  for  the  purpofe  of  real  and  ufeful  fpkn- 
dor,  but  expreflled  his  fears,  that  of  the  debts  fuWitted  to  iho 
Secret  Committee,  there  perhaps  might  not  be  one,  which  ought  not 
to  furnifli  to  tlie  Hoiifc  a  fubjcft  of  1  egret.     He  here  adverted  to 
•iin  alliifi'jn  that  had  been  made  on  a  foriner  evening  to  what  bad 
taken  place  in  France,  and  to  the  evils  which  had  there  arifen  frpm 
that  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  Princes,  which  (bodied  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  while  it  infulted  their  diftreffes.     He  con- 
cluded with  moving,*  That  inflead  of  65;oool.  an  additional  Turn 
of  4o,6ooI.  ihould  be  granted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  fcorifidered  the  qucfBon  to  be  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  exhcfrted  the'Houfe  to  aft  giiavely  and  delibftatdy. 
He  was  of  opfinion  that  the  intereft  of  the  Public  was  materially  con- 
ncftcd  with  the  prefcrvAtion  of  the  charaflcr  an'd  dignity  of  the 
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Crown  aiid  ibe  Royal  &inily,  and  thought  that  every  ftcp  (hould 
be  taken  to  {vtpport  the  proper  fplendour  and  dighity  of  the  heir  ap^ 
parent. 

Mr.  LAMFrON  faid,  that  be  felt  his  prefent  fituadon  doubly 
painful)  as  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  differing  from  his  honour- 
able fifiend,  ivhom  he  highly  refpeAed,  with  refpedl  to  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  made,  and  of  fupporting  the  orig^I  motion. 
That  motion,  he  conceived,  tb  indude  every  advantage  which  could 
be  derived  from  the  prefent  difcudion.     With  refpe6t  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  honourable  friend]^  it  muft  either  put  the  Prince  in  the 
fituation  of  incurring  tiew  debts,  or  bci  followed  up  with  a  bill  to 
tuk  him  from  the  metropolis,  and  expel  him  from  Carlton  Houfe. 
The  quefiion  then  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  neceflaiy  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood,  (hould  preferve 
an  intercourfe  with  different  ranks  of  people.     He  was  feniible, 
that  the  bufinds  was  hi^y  unpopular.    The  right  honourable  gen- 
deman  had  not  been  able  to  bring  it  forward  without  ex^reding  thole 
fccUngi  of  regret,  and  even  difapprobation,  which  he  felt  on  the 
occafion.     The  income  now  propofed  was  to  be  granted,  not  from 
any  confideradons  perfonal  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  but  from  loyalty 
to  his  illufbrious  Houfc,  from  gratitude  for  the  fervices,  which  they 
had  performed  to  the  country^  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution, 
v'hich  had  fo  long  flourifhed  under  an  hereditary  monarchy.     Bafe 
and  unprindpled  muft  that  fycophant  be,  who  would  poifon  the  ear 
of  bis  Royal  H^^uiefs  with  an  inlinuation  that  he  has  any  right  to 
^uander  the  money  of  the  people  of  England  for  any  purpde,  ^  how- 
ler idle,  fantaflie,  and  extravagant.     He  could  not,    however, 
admit  all  the  blame,  which  had  been  attached  to  this  accumulation 
of  debt.     Part  of  tfiq  evil  refulted  from  an  ill-judged  parfimony  in 
the  firfV  inftance.     When  die  income^of  the  Prince  was  only  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  they  paid  his  debts  ;  from  the  eftimate  of  which 
they  might  perceive  that  he  was  then  fpending  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  yet,  notwithftanding,  they  granted  him  only  an  income  of 
fixty  thouiand  pounds,  thus  leaving  him  with  the  certainty  of  con- 
trading  a  frefh  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.     Thofe 
who  had  once  got  into  the  habit  of  incurring  debt,    felt  how 
cafy  it  was  to  fupply,    by  their  credit,    the   deficiency  of  their 
^^nances,  and  were   more  and  .more  inclined  to  plunge  into  the 
voitex,  a  nnxim^  for  the  truth  of  which  he  appealed  to  many 
who  were  prefent,  and  qualified  .to  decide  on  the  point  from  their 
<>wn  experience.    Mr.  Lambton  here  referred  to  an  allufion  that  had' 
hcen  made  on  a  former  day  to  the  extravagance  of  the  French  Princes. 
None,  he  faid,  who  had  been  prefent  at  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
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Kkwid  have  conedvtd  that  thcrcr  cxiftcd  the  fthallcft  Agree  cf  otwn- 
panfon,  H*  fere  quoted  the  example  of  the  Count  d'Artoia,  who 
was  accuftomed  every  night  to  ftake  thoufands  on  tifie  fomif)e,af  a 
.die;  wh6  fpent  enomious  fums  In  decotatlng  a  ftmll  apditmcnt, 
and  kejjt  tip,  thnamgh  the-Vlrhde  of  his  expenditure,  the  fane  ffile 
^  fnrofiifion*  As  ^ell  might  ihcy  compare  the  Frendi  Minaftrr, 
M.  CalortWc,  idho  had  been  but  too  eaijr  in  complying  mth  the  de- 
inands  of  S^e  Princes,  to  the  prcfcnt  Minifter,  u:ho  had.  In  hU 
tipinidn,  performed  a  difficult  duty  in  a  manner  which  did  him  ho- 
'  -nour.  He  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  extricate  the  PHfice  jfmm 
'  fcis  difficulties,  at  die  fame  time  ftating  in  the  ftrongcft  manner  hi* 

•  iffiappfobation  of  his  conduft.  If  it  were  true  dnt  the  cxtravagancr 
-of  the  Court  of  PVance  had  brought  on  the  di'faftcrs  of  that  uiAappy 
cotmtry,  lie  thought  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  cndeavou/ 

•  io  extricate  the  Prince  from  his  difficulties,  and  prevent  the  fo^i- 
KKty  of  hrs  running  into  the  fahic  error.  He  was  of  opinion,  th^t 
•flie  intcrcft  of  the  country  was  connefled  with  the  fplendour  of  thr 
monarchy  and  the  family.  If  it  was  wifhcd  to  keep  up  thj 
monatv^hf  in  the  country,  he  thought  the  fplendour  arnS  dignity 
ihoiild  aifo  'be  maintained,  left  the  monarchy  (hould  be  tcduced 
to  a  nullity.  He  ftntcd  how  the  oeconomic  Government  df  Ame- 
rica was  pbculrariy  fitted  to  the  foil  where  it  originated,  and  ilid  n'X 
at  all  apply  to  this  country.  In  America  at  the  period  of  its  revo- 
lution there  exifted  no  hereditary  ariftocracy,  and  all  the  dstfies  ot 
fec5ety  Were  nearly  upon  a  le^'el.  At  fome  period  or  orficr  the 
burdens  rtf  the  Prince  muft  fall  on  the  Public,  for  whdn  he  came 
to  ^he  Crown,  his  firfl  objeA  would  naturally  be  the  difcharge  of 
Ihefe  debts.  If  it  could  be  fuppofcd  that  it  was  poffiblc  to  trsdci- 
Voui*  to  prevent  this,  tJie  confe^ucnce  would  be  violent  codrivuTIiora 
in  the  State,  which  might  even  ruin  the  Conftitution.  He  wi(hcd 
at  the  fkttic  tirtte  to  obtain  fompethirijg  for  the  people ;  he  hoped  that 
a  bin  v^ould  be  bttnight  in  to  aboli(h«  as  far  as  poBiblc,  the  undue 
influ'  T  e  wiitch  hrgc  rftablifiimcnts  ncccffarily  introduced  into  the 
Lcgrfliirure.  Of  the  three  branches  compofing  the  State,  he  had 
no  hcfitattoh  in  frying,  that  he  pteferred  the  dcfriocrafic  branch,  as 
that  wtiich  held  in  its  hands  the  hltereft  and  happmefs  of  the  com- 
niunit)',  yet  he  would  ftot  wi(h  to  reftrain  the  juft  prctogativc  of 
the  Crown.  He  tfiooght  that  the  Princefs  of  Wales  oug^c  to  be 
cortfidercd  on  Ae  pitfcnt  occaflon.  He  fhould  think  it  wtould  be 
incohfif^ent  with  Britifh  gencrofity  that  flie  fhouM  be  expofed  to  the 
taunts  of  creditors ;  it  Was  more  honourable  to  them  to  afibrd  her, 
after  Ihe  had  been  invited  over,  the  means  of  living  ih  affiocncc^ 
and  eafe.     He  concluded  v.  ith  faying,  that  he  inew  t^c  was  not 
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uking  the  popular  (ide  of  the  que(Hon,  and  declaring  that  he  had 

never  a£ted  froiti  a  wi(h  to  obtain  popularity^  but  from  the  Ji(Sbtt3- 

of  hi»  coiUdeQce.     On  the  queition  of  reform  he  ha4  voted,  not  ta 

pleafc  the  people,  but  becaufe  he  thought  the  fide  he  adopted  v.  :.s 

ior  the  gpod  oi  the  State*     The  fame  confideracionskdhim  at  pre*. 

fentto  vote  for  the  original  motion,  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  one^ 

confiftent  with  the  permanent  intereft  of  the  people.     In  the  s^ita* 

tion  of  the  prefent  queftion  allappeals  to  the  feelings  were  deprecat** 

«1,  and  however  anxious  he  might  be  to  join  in  that  deprecatioo^' 

he  could  not  fo  far  forego  what  he  felt  on  this  occafion  as  to  put  on& 

circumftanoe  entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  he  meant  the  confoit  of  hi» 

Royal  Highnefs.     Tliis  amiable  Princefs  had  been  invited  to  thi$r 

counciy;  the  union  was  agreed  toby  the  parcntsof  botb^  and  the 

country  univerfally  approved  of  tlut  union ;  how  then  muil  that. 

Huutb  and  the  country  feel  for  the  fituation  of  that  amiable  Princefe,, 

vho  inftcad  of  participating  in-  that  rank  and  fplendour  .«vhich  her 

<iignity  and  fituation  taught  her  to  e)fp^ct,  to  be  left  in  penury  a^id 

obfcurity ;   apd  to  have  the  feelings  of  her  Ropl  fpoufc  wounded 

by  the  claims  of  his  creditors.     The  right  honourable  gentlemaa 

had  brouglit  forward  this  buGncfs  witliout  any  diiguife,    he  bad 

Jbicd-the  cticumftances  with  great  accuracy,  and  he  was  perfuaded* 

the  Committee  was  mucli  obliged  to  him,  for  the  detail  of  it  was 

Hi^  doubt  Si  painful  ta(k,  but  his  duty  and  fituation  laid  him  under 

it.    la  faying  this,  he  bad  o^ly  adted  up  to  his  duty«     When  he 

j'^oed  in  a  vote  for  a  reform  in  Parliament,  he  was  actuated  by 

the  tame  fcntiments,  a  fincere  love  for  the  oonfUtution,  becaufe  h« 

tlKHigJit  it  would  tend  to  renK>ve  that  mafs  of  corruption  whi(?l^ 

iadbecn  accumulated  during  tlic  prcfcnt  century.    He  now  offered 

(tim£clf  in  fupport  of  the  prcfcnt  queftion,  becaufe  he  thought  it> 

tStmai,  to  the  exiilencc  of  limited  monarcliy.     He  neither  fought 

for  popularity  from  the  one  nor  die  other.     He  was  net  one-  of 

thoie  flippeiy  court  fycoplir^nts  alluded  to  by  his  honourable  fraend 

(Mn  Grey)  on  fuch  an  occaGon.  He  recolle£led  the  fentin^itt  of 

^  eminent  repjblican  writer,  "  I  am  not  dazalcd  widi  the  trapr. 

pi^s  of  a  court,  nor  biaifcd;  by  the  affctSions  of  a  Pri^ceJ'     VI4 

^^gM  it  wou^d  be  den9gatory  in  the  laft  degree  tt^  tha'digtutj^of 

4e Eiioce»  to  tUnli^of  acompofitioa  with  his  creditor%  wfacsn^ tho 

P^  pQopofed  was  ade(|uatfe  to  ttic  dignity  of  his  c^bUfbmenty  and 

H  the  lafDQ  time  led  to  the  gradual  liquidation  of  hh  dp;.  ti# 

%CVRWSN.fai4,  Sir,iftheh9iKwmbkBfnt]4fniwwho]^^ 
iuftiatdowi^  had'bccnprefe^'onafortncr  day's  debate,  to  which. 
Uhu  allude,  h»  wpold  have  known  that  I  neither*  did,  or  m^^  it 
^«  mjr  iiitention«  t§^  draw  a  oompaxiiboL  b^cweeH  thp  Royal  jki?- 
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fbnages  he  has  named ;  I  then  (aid  what  I  (HU  Qiink,  dot  ilbc  la- 
vUh  expendtcuire  of  public  money  by  the  Royal  Family  of  France, 
loft  them  the  afieflions  of  the  people,  and  led  the  Way  to  all  the 
calamities  which  have  fincc  befallen  that  unhappy  country.     The 
example  of  France  being  quoted  to  us  oh  all  occaiions,  I  cannoc  bur 
legret  the  confequences  which  produced  that  revolurkm  feem  fo  little 
attended  to.     If  they  had.  Sir,  wefhould  not  have  been  under  die 
necefflty  of  difcuffing  the  prefent  qucftioni  and  one  more  pregnant 
with  mifchief  was  never  brought  forward ;  and  of  this  ofnnionj  there 
are  few  either  in  or  out  of  this  Houfe  who  are  not  agreed.     I  can 
view  the  queftbn  in  no  other  lig^t,  than  as  it  afieds  the  happineis 
and  fafety  of  the  country.     It  does  not  enter  my  mind  to  con&der 
the  perfon  or  his  conduct,  nor  matters  it  whether  one  Prince  la- 
vi(hed  thoufands  in  building  a  fummer  houfc,  or  the  other  fquan- 
dered  them  on  the  plains  of  Newmarket.     I  wi(h  to  fee  adopted 
flich  meafures  as  may  avoid  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  lofs  of  the 
public  opinion  and  affection,  fo  clofely  conne6ted  with  Monarchy. 
Sir^  t  can  neither  agree  to  the  plan  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, nor  with  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman  near 
me  ;  fuch  is  the  dilemma  we  are  involved  in,  that  we  have  osiij 
the  chdce  of  difficulties.     Numberlefs  are  the~~^je£tions  to  every 
expedient  I  have  yet  heard  propofcd  ;  I  cannot  but  heartily  depre- 
cate the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  fo  folemnly  pledged  the 
Royal  word,  and  has  been  fo  (hamefully  inattentive  in  looking  to 
the  obfervance  of  it ;  had  he  done  his  duty,  a  remedy  tntght  have 
been  applied,  and  means  found  to  have  extricated  his  Royal   High- 
nefs  out  of  his  difficulties,  without  impofing  frefh  burdens  on  the 
Public^  or  expoling  his  Royal  Highnefs's  charader.     Sir,  that  the 
country  are  difinclined,  diffadsfied,  and   unwilling  to  be  chaiged 
with  one  penny  of  the  Prince's  debts,  will  not  be  denied ;  that  a 
more  unfavourable  moment  than  the  prefent  for  bringing  forward 
fuch  a  charge,  could  not  have  been  found,  labouring  as  the  country 
is  under  fuch  accumulated  diftrefles  {  on  the  other  hand,  by  refil- 
ling to  extricate  his  Royal  Highnefs,  you  fubje£V  him  to  infults 
which  may  leflen  and  'difgrace  Royalty  in  the  opinion  of  the  People, 
and  produce  mifchiefs  of  the  moft  dangerous  kind.     The  momentaiy 
difladsfadlion  of  the  People,  from  die  payment  of  the  debts,  weighs 
lefs  with  me,  than  the  confequences  wtiich  may  refult  from  cond- 
nuing  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  his  prefent  embarraffed  fituadon  ;  and 
I  truft,  after  the  firft  fuUnefs^of  itfentmcnt  is  over  and  forgotten, 
the  country  will  fee  it  in  a, different  point  of  view.     I  am,  there- 
fore, Sir,  for  the  payment  of  the  Prince'^  debts,  And  fliall  vote  for 
'he  larger,  fum,  widi  a  view  of  forming  fuch  a  finking  fund,  as  may 


A.  1795;  DEBATES.  313 

« 
in  a  reaibnable  time  liquidate  the  debt.     With  this  view>  (hould 

the  larger  fum  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  I  (hall  move,  in  fome 
ubfcqucnt  ftage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  fixty-five  thoufand 
pounds,  and  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  be  applied  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  Prince's  debts  ;  on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  facrifices  muft  and 
ought  to  be  made ;  his  Royal  Highnefs  ought  to  relinquifh  his 
Court,  and  retire  for  a  feafon  into  privacy,  there  to  regain  the  good 
opinion  and  r^ard   of  the  people :  little,  indeed,  is  the  facrifice, 
when  compared  with  tliat  which  will  be  obtained.     The  intereft 
of  the  Prince  and  the  People  are  the  fame  ;  as  he  acquires  the  af- 
fcffions  of  the  people,  they  gain  fecurity  ;  for  withoi|t  the  afFedions 
of  the  people^   no  Government  is  fccure.     I  approve  of  the  com- 
miflion  to  inquire  into,  and  fetde  the  debts ;  I  wifh  a  veil  to  be 
thrown  over  them,  and  that  the  future  conduft  of  his  Royal  High^- 
ncfs  may  make  us  forget  the  paft.     I  cannot  conceive  how  Royalty 
can  in  any  rcfpcdl  be  injured  by  fuch  a  proceeding ;  on  a  large  cal- 
culation, not  one-thirteenth  part  of  the  nation  can  receive  any  gra- 
tification from  the  Prince's  Court ;  but  I  am  fenfible  the  relinquifti- 
nicnt  of  it  would  be  felt  and  acknowledged  by  every  fubjedl  in  the 
lingdoro.     No  country  furely  ever  afforded   fuch  an  inftance  of 
what  perfonal  virtue  and  integrity  can  efFeft.     View  this  reign, 
commencing  with  an  attack  upon  the  right  of  elections, .  and  pro- 
ceeding, frorn  ftep  to  ftep,  rill  he  loft  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  with 
a  Miniftcr,  fo  callous  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  people,  that  he  had 
the  audacity  to  come   forward  with  an  unblufhing  front  to  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  midft  of  that  ruinous  and  deftrudtive  war,  for  the 
pavmcnt  of  the  King's  debts,  to  .the  amount  of  upwards  of  fix  hun- 
ted thoufand  pounds,  and  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  civil  lift ;  and  was  it  not  granted  ?    Involved  at  this  mo- 
n«nt  in  a  war,  the  end  or  confcquences  of  which  no  one  can  pretend 
to  forctel ;  deprived  of  the  great  palladium  of  liberty,  the  Habeas 
Carpus  aA,  and  yet.  Sir,  notwithftanding  all  thefc  events,  any  one 
of  which  (ingly  might  have  overturned  any  other  •  Government ;  yet 
fee,  his  preibot  Majefty,  one  of  the  moft  popular  Princes  that  ever 
^t  upon  the  Throne,  fliall  we  fuppofe  it  poflible  that  the  relinquifti- 
^nt  of  the  tinfel  and  frippery  of  a  Court  can  be  attended  with  any 
Ws  of  rcfpcft  to  Monarchy;  can  facrifices  for  the  people  produce 
^y  other  return  but  affeflion  and  regard  on  their  part  ?   If  integrity 
ittdonc  fo  much,  what  will  grarimde  effed,  When  joined  to  it  ? — ^ 
I  m(h  to  fee  his  Royal  Highnefs  placed  in  fuch  a.fituation,  that  he 
^7  regain  w;hat  he  has  loft ;  a  confideration  of  infinitely  more  im- 
portance, great  as  the  fum  is.     Confidering,  Sir,  the  double  fitu- 
^  in.  which  His  Majefty  ftands,  and  the  folemn  pledge  given  to 
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this  Houfe,  I  confcfs  myfelf  much  (fifappolntcd  that  wc  have  had  no 
intimation  of  Hi^  Majctty's  intention  to  come  forward  and  take  apon 
himfelf  part  of  tlic  burden.     I  cannot  believe,  had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  acquainted  His  Mdjefty  ^ith  the  temper  and 
feelings  of   tlic  n-Jtion,  that  he  would  not  che^fully  have  evinced 
his  regard  and  aflfection  for  his  people,  by  rtHCcting  their  ^fl-rc*. 
It  is  inconfiftcnt  with  every  principle  of  juilicc  and  policy,   that  onr 
branch  of  die  Legiflaiure,  and  diat  pofleflfed  folely  of  the  power  of 
involving  us  in   war,  iltould   alcnc*  be  exempt  from  (harir^  tlic 
burdens  and  calanutics  infcpatable  from  it.     I  think  the  Throne 
fllould  be  the  firit  to  feel,  and  the  foremoft  to  facrifice  to  the  dif- 
tieffes  of  the  country  ;  and  I   verily  believe  it  would   not  dhniniih 
the  luftrc   of  the  CrowTi,  to  difpcnfc  widi  fome   of  its  tfapping^. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wilh  to  herfr  the  advantages  of  Royalt)'  plsfced  in  its 
being  the  cheapeft  form  of  Government ;  for  the  affcrtion-  is  noc 
warranted  11*^  tnuh.     The  Govci^ment  of  America  does  not,  in 
fa<ft,  coft   much  more  than  wliat  has » been  laviflied  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  alone  ;  lels  than  two  hundred  thoofand  pounds  a  year  an- 
fvvcrs  every  purpofe  of  that  Government     7  he  attachment  of  die 
people  of  this  country  to  its  form  of  Government,  prdcccds  from  tlic 
fenfc  of  theblcffings  it  has  long  enjoyed  under  it,  and  I  truilit  will 
long  continue  to  do.  Much  as  wc  muft  lament  the  mifcry  which  Jias 
attended  die  new  docltines  introduced  irfto  another  countiy^  and 
deprecate  them,  as  riiey  have  involved  us*  irt  the  calamitties  of  war, 
the  general  refult  of  them  will  hc  advantageous  to  mankind^   com- 
pr!l!ing  thofe  who  govern,  to  be  cautious  of  their  conduit,  and  not 
abufe  the  po'si^cr  they  arc  intrufted  ^ith. 

Mr.  BURbON  agreed  with  diofe  gentlemen  who  had  already 
delivered  their  fentiments  on'  this  fubjet^,  that  it  tvas  a  matter  of 
fach  delicacj',  that  could  be  only  conquered  by  a  fenfc  of  public 
duty.  He  thought  it  was  beft  to  let  the  queftion  as  k  was  propof- 
ed,  ftand,  to  give  the  Prince  an  opportunity  of  teffedfmg  on  what 
was  paft.  In  cafe  of  a  peace,  the  country  wouW  emerge  from  its 
prefent  fituation,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Prince's  affairs  could  bcr  laid 
before  that  Houfe*  with  lefs  regret.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
itm\  (Mt.  Pitt)  wilh'ed  that  this  fubjed,  could  have  been  avoided; 
why  did  not  that  right  honoutaMe  gentleman  then,  when  it  vriis  in 
his  pov^er,  take  the  proper  fteps  to  avoid  it,  which  he  might  have 
done ;  did  that  right  honourable  gentleman  recollcdl  the  hopes  and 
aflurances  which  he  held  out  to  that  Houfe  in  1787,  when  th^ 
fubjea  of  the  Prince's  debts  was  brought  before  that  Houfe  ?  ttas  it 
riot  his  duty  to  h^cf  :art  eye  to  the  management  of  his  Royal  High- 
rtcfs'g  affairs,   atftf  if  he*  found  that  metiers  yittt  lifccly  toi  coitfc  to 
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tltc  prefcnt  UIuCj  to  hayc  taken  an  earlier  opportunity  to  propofc  to 
that  Houfe  one  of  thofe  mcafurcs  which  he  had  that  night  propofed  ; 
DiC  inftead  of  that,  he  now  comes  with  unbhifliing  front,    and 
makes  a  fecond  claim  on  the  afFe<f\ion  and  liberal itv  of  that  Houfe. 
Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  was  very  decidedly  of  opinion  ia 
f  ivour  of -the  greater  fum.     He  cxpatipted  on  the  ncceflity  of  keep- 
ing up  the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  tlic  Crown  of  thefe  realms.     The  fplendour  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  aiferted,  was.  the  fplendour  of  the  people  of 
'  'j^ind,  and  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  monarchical  form  of 
<  T  >^cmment  wc  fo  happily  pofTeficd,  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how 
tncy  agreed  to  any  mcafurc  which  might  diminifh  that  fplendour. 
Much  had  been  faid,  he  obfervcd,  about  what  had  been  granted  to 
Vicdcrick,  Prince  of  Wales,  the  father  of  his  prefent  Majcfty;  but 
'^>  bim  it  did  not  appear  by  any  means  in  point  with  refpetft  to  itic 
VTcfent  que(Hon.     The  price  of  all  the  articles  of  provilion  had  fo 
much  inacafed,  and  the  value  of  money,  from  the  cxtenfion  of  our 
cun\mcrce  and  manufactures,  had  becrt  fo  unbounded,  .that  money 
f.^rccly  bore  the  fourth  part  of  the  value  now  which  it  did  then. 
He  thought  the  circumftancc  of  the  Prince's  marriage  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  bis  amiable  confort  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Committee —(he 
^'w  welcomed  to  this  countr)'  by  every  perfon  in  it,  and  it  was  pro- 
per that  the  rank  and  iplendour  of  the  new-married  pair  (hould  be 
luitablc  to  their  dignit}'.     It  was  of  the  urmoft  confcqucncc  to  the 
P^c,  happincfs,  and  domeflie  comfort  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
t'liat  his  cilabliihment  fhould  be  fuch  as  in  future  to  prevent  him 
rrom  accumulating  debts,  which  might  draw  him  inro  liiv.iliir  cm- 
I'^.mffmcnts  \%ich  thofe  under  whicii  he  now  laboured.     Thefe 
dt^brs  were  in  ail  probability  fwellcd;    from  a  circumftance  with 
^iich  that  Committee  was  not  perhaps  acquainted,  tradcfmcn  fcnt 
n  vcxy  exorbitant  bills,  when  they  did  not  expccl  prompt  -payment, 
it  >vas  of  importance  to  the  country  efFedually  to  provide  againft 
^^  in  future,  and  to  acoomplifti  this  defirable  end,  he  faw  no  way 
^  J^cady  and  fo  certain  as  that  of  giving  his  aflent  to  the  original 
J^ji\x\  of  granting  to  his  Royal  Highncfs  an  eftablifliment  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  exclufive  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  affured  the  Committee  that  it  was  nothis  wifh 
to  take  i^  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by  adverting  to  fcvcral 
n^atteis  which  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  different  fides  of  the 
queftion,  but  that  he  (hould  confine  himfclf  to  two  points  which  he 
^bought  moft  material  to  be  confidered.  He  thought  it  was  by  no 
^'^caas  anjd(^us  Co  airue  at  all  from  the  comparifon  of  the  cxpencc^ 
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of  this  Government  with  that  of  America ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  of  opinion^  that  it  was  verr  proper  to  fquare  our  conduS  on 
the  prcfent  occafion  w  ith  what  had  been  done  by  the  Parliamcms  in 
former  times  and  upon  fimilar  occafions.  In  the  inftancc  thnthid 
been  alluded  to  in  the  Settlement  of  100, cool,  a  year  on  the  Wa 
of  His  Majefty  King  George  the  Firft,  when  Prince  of  Wales:  it 
was  true  that  provificns  and  all  the  neccffaries  of  life  bcrc  in  agrc^t 
proportion  much  heavier  at  the  prefcnt  moment  than  they  did  then ; 
but  after  making  every  allowance  on  that  fcore,  which  was  fair  aru 
neceflary,  it  certainly  was  equally  ncceffary  and  fair  to  advert  z'li 
to  the  very  different  proportions  pf  the  national  debt  at  that  ti^.: 
and  at  this.  This  burden  on  the  people  was  then  no  moie  tl;in 
forty-eight  millions,  and  the  annual  intcreft  fomewhat  under  tv-^ 
millions ;  at  the  prefent  moment  the  national  debt  was  upwards  r-t 
three  hundred  millions,  and  the  intercft  annually  more  than  nine 
millions  ;  when  thcfc  alterations  in  the  circumftanccs  of  affairs  v-ac 
put  into  the  Ojpofite  fcale,  with  the  difference  of  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions,  mentiuned  by  the  honourable  Member  who  fpoke  laft,  h 
believed  it  would  be  found  to  preponderate  greatly  in  his  favour. 
Befides  it  was  neceffary  to  obfcrve  farther,  that  the  fum  of  i  oo,occl. 
a  year,  fettled  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  afterwards  Gtorgc 
the  Second,  was  net  any  burden  on  the  people,  but  afhielly  psid 
out  of  the  Civil  Lift.  In  the  fame  way,  when  the  queftion  came 
before  the  Houfe  to  increafc  the  eftablifhment  of  Frederick  Prince 
of  Wales,  father  to  his  prcfent  Majefty,  to  gne  hundred  thoufanda 
year,  it  was  a  mere  queftion  of  party  whether  an  increafe  of  the 
Civil  Lift  to  the  amount  of  that  fum  which  had  been  aflccd  for, 
(hould  be  agreed  to,  or  whether  that  fum  (hould  be  granted  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  on  that  occafion  decided  that  it  ftiould  be 
granted  to  the  Civil  Lift,  and  fron)  that  fhould  be  paid  to  the  cfcb- 
lifhmentof  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Here  then  was  a  clear  proof  tlwt 
the  cftabliihment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  had,  rill  that  rime,  been 
uniformly  paid  from  the  Civil  Lift,  and  had  never  been  a  burden 
on  the  people.  In  the  fame  reign  of  George  the  Second  His  Ma- 
jefty had  been  under  the  neceffity  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  the 
payment  of  fomc  arrears  which  had  accrued  on  the  Civil  Lift,  a"<* 
in  his  meffagc  to  the  Parliament  on  that  occafion  he  intimated;  that 
in  confiderarion  of  that,  he  fhould  make  fome  confidcrablc  rctrcndi- 
mentsand  dcdudiionsin  the  expences  of  the  Civil  Lift,  by  Icffcning 
and  reducing  feveral  places  and'  penfions  appertaining  to  the  h^^- 
Mr.  Smith  could  wifti  to  have  feen  a  fimilar  condu<ft  purfucd  upon 
the  prcfent  occafion,  and  inftead  of  the  burden  being  thrown  entirely 
on  the  people,  that  it  Ihould  have  been  borne  by  thofc  who  vcrc 
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mudi  better  able  to  ftrugglc  under  its  weight.    Much  had  been  faid 
about  the  ncccflity  of  keeping  up  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  mo- 
narchy ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  both  were  ncceffary  to  be  main- 
tnincd,  but  he  feared  they  had  been  very  fallacioufly  blendid  to- 
gcther,  and  that  many  things  had  been  attributed  to  one  which  in 
reality  belonged  to  the  other.     It  had  been  faid,  that  fplendour  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  dignity.     In  feme  cafes  it  might  be  fo,  but, 
in  his  mind,   the  prefent  cafe  would  derive  more  fplendour  from  a 
fTUg;iI  and  dignified  fimplicity,  than  from  all  the  brilliancy  which 
outward  appearance  could  carr}'  with  itk     Dignity^  would,  in  his 
c^inion,  be  beft  confulted  by  an  abatement  of  fplendour.     The 
honourable  Member  profclTcd  Hmfelf  as  true  a  friend  to  the  monarchy 
as  any  Member  of  that  Houfc ;  but  ftill  he  thought  there  were  many 
cafes  which  were  fuppofed  to  add  to  its  fplendour,^  but  which,  in  his 
opinion,  tended  much  to  derogate  from  its  dignity.     There  were 
many  offices  in  the  houiholds,  both  of  the  Monarch  and  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  which,  while  they  were  highly  honourable  in  them- 
fclvcs,  loft  much  of  their  dignity  by  the  perfons  holding  them  re- 
ceiving the  falaries  they  did  to  a  large  amount— Thefc  offices  were 
held  by  noblemen  of  the  firft  diftindlion,  and  who  were  ftyled  in  the 
Civil  Lift  Menial  Servants  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  Prince.     He 
had  not  the  (malleft  doubt  in  his  mind  but  that  the  firft  Dukes  and 
Lords  in  the  land  really  deemed  it  an  honour,  and  felt  the  higheft 
plcafuTC,  in  being  conflantly  about  the  perfon  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  being  continually  receiving  the  gratification  of  his  daily  convcrfc 
and  perfonal  regards — but  when  he  contemplated  thbfe  noble  pcrfori- 
ages  as  a  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  or  a  Lord  of  the  Bed  Chamber,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  they  derived  any  additional  dignity  to  their 
chaniftcrs,  from  their  receiving  fevcrally  one  or  two  thoufand  a  year 
for  the  ferviccs  they  performed.     On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that 
every  nobleman  who  held  any  of  the  grcat^officcs  of  State,  would 
poflTefs  and  juftly  entitle  himfclf  to  real  dignity  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  would  fay  to  the  Public  when  he  accepted  their  office, 
I  am  proud  to  fcrve  my  King  and  my  country  in  this  truly  honour- 
able llation«.  but  as  a  nobleman  of  great  fortune,  and  thereby  a  truly 
independent  man,  I  difdain  to  accept  of  any  emoluments  of  office, 
l)ecaufe  as  my  fortune  is  great,  I  think  my  refufal  to  accept  them  will 
defied  more  real  fplendour  and  dignity  on  the  office  I  hold,  and  oh 
the  Monarch  who  confers  it,  that  can  poffibly  refult  from  my  receiv- 
ing annual  wages  for  the  performance  of  that  duty  which  is  held  out 
to  the  world,  as  reflcfling  honour  on  me  who  perform  it,  and  fplen- 
dour on  him  who  confers  on  me  the  power  to  do  fo. 
Mr.  Smith  faid,  there  was  only  one  point  more  on  wUch  be 
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iwould  trouble  -  the  Houfe^  suid  that  waSy  that  it  at  once  fittpnfied 
and  grieved  luni,  that  no  advice  had  been  giycn  to  His  Majcffv, 
ojr  at  leaft  that  no  intimation  had  been  ^vcn  by  liinj,  that  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  any  part  of  the  burden  of  paying  the  Princes 
.debts.  He  wiflied  for  the  fake  of  the  dignity  and  fplendour  of  die 
monarchy,  that  this  liad  been  done ;  but  as  it  had  not,  the  bed  anJ 
fafcil  way-  tl>at  he  ];acw  of,  ivas  to  vote  fuch  w  eftabli&mciu  oS 
fliQuld  prevent  the  Prince  from  incurring  future  debts. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  tliat  confcious  what  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  far 
would  be  acceptable  neither  to  the  Crown,  the  Prince  of  Walov 
.nor  the  majority  of  die  Houfe,  or  of  the  country,  he  could  have 
no  particular  inducement  to  be  very  forward  in  txouhling  the  Com- 
mittee with  his  opinion.     It  wasneceffary  to  fupport  the  fplendour 
of  the  Crown  as  an  cflential  part  of  the  ConfUtutito  ;  but  he  did 
not  underi^and  colling  it,  as  it  had  been  called,  the  center  of  the 
Conftitution.     The  Crown  was  dear  to  cveiy  man  who  loved  the 
Conftitution,  but  not  dearer  than  other  parts  of  it,  than  the  Houfc 
of  Coinmons,  the  popular  branch  of  the  Coi^itution.     To  &>t 
Chief  Magiftrate  in  all  Governments,  Republics  .as  well  as  Mo* 
jiarcliies,  a  certain  degree  of  fplendour  was  nccedaiy.      This  was 
a  point  clear  from  the  hiflory  and  pradice  of  all  Governments,  but 
fubjedl  to  modificatioQ,  as  circumftances  mig^t  require.     Tbtfc 
were  cafes  in  which  the  dignity  of  tlie  Crown  might  be  better  q^ 
held  by  relinquidiing  part  of  its  accuftomed  fplendour  than  by  a 
ftridt  adherence  to  it.-*-Much  had  been  faid  of  the  eftabliflimems 
of  former  Princes  of  Wales  as  precedents.     Sorry  he  was  that  be 
could  not  look  to  thofc  precedents  as  the  moft  creditable  part  of  the 
•hiftory  of  the  Houfc  of  Brunfwick.     The  eftabU£hment  of  Gcoigp 
.II.  when  Prince  of  Wales,  had  been  a  mere  matter  of  party ;  how 
much  more  that  of  his  fon,  Frederick  Prince. erf  Wales?   The 
cftabjifhment  of  F*rederick  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  at  one  dmp 
6o,oool.  at  another  ioo,ocol.  a  year;   6o,oool.  a  year  when 
he  happened  to  differ  in  political  opinion  from  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs,  and   xoo,oool.  when  he  afterwards  agreed  with  there. 
He  had  too  much  rcfpeS  for  the  memory  of  that  Prince,  to  impute 
to  him  motives  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  of  his  high  (hition,  in- 
confiftcnt  with  the  honour  of  any  private  gentleman,  but  the  cir- 
(Tumftance  gave  room  to  fufpicions  in  tlae  countr)',  as  injurious  m 
thcif  tendency  to  the  Prince  as  to  the  people,  for  mutual  rcfpe«3 
and  confidence  were  neceffary  to  the  im.crefts  of  both.     What  he 
now  deprecated  was  a  condudt  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  tliat  migiit 
cxpofe  any  Prin.ce  of  Wales  to  fuch  fufpicions.     Let  all  mcnfo 
th;^  they  meant  to  be  guided  only  by  tic  a£lual  principles  of  the 
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cik,  and  not  hf  regard  to  the  individual.     Here  he  maft  lament 
tl\c  whole  condudt  of  Government  with  rcfpeift  to  the  cftablifhment 
o(  his  Ro^'al  Highnefs.     When  an  allowance  of  50,000!.  a  year 
In  additiott  to  tiic  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  propoferf,  he  thought 
it  infufficicnt.      Why  then,  it  would  be  afked,  being  one  of  his 
Majdly's  Minifters  at  the  time,  did  he  concur  in  that  allowance  ? 
He  concurred,  declaring  liis  opinion  of  its  infufficiency,  bccaufe  it 
vas  then  an  experiment,  and  great  deference  w^s  due  to  the  opinionf 
of  his  Majcfty,  who  gave  the  whole  fum  out  of  the  Civil  Lift, 
vithout  calling  for  the  aid  of  Parliament,  and  thought  that  it  woufai 
U  fufficient.      A  few  years  after,  other  Minifters  advifed  his  Ma*  • 
jcfty  to  ap()ly  to  Parliament  to  exonerate  the  Civrl  Lift  from  tMl 
allowance  to   the  Prince.     In   1787   an  honourable  Magifti^tc 
(Aldcmvan  Ncwnham)  brought  forward  the  fubjeft  again  before 
Prfiamcnt,  vi^hcn  provifion  was  made  for  paying  the  debts  of  hif 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  io,oool.  a  year  was  added  to  his  income. 
This  was  no  ntfw  experiment,  but  the  refult  of  an  experiment  al- 
ready made.     He  then  thought  6o,oooI.  a  year  in  addition  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall  an  infiifiicient  allowance  ;  bat  his  mouth  -Wsi 
ftoppcd  by  ific  terms  of  the  King's  meffage,  conveying  very  clearly 
bnch  die  King's  opidten  and  the  Prince's,  that  it  would  be  fufficient. 
The  declaration  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  that  he  would  give  no  oc?- 
caflon  for  any  future  application  to  Parliament  on  a  fiitiSaf  account, 
fuTprifcd  him  not  a  little.     He  knew  not  who  had  advifed  him  tof 
make  fuc&  a  declaration ;  but  if  his  Royal  Hfghnefs  at  dny  fubfe* 
qucnt  period  had  confuited  him  upon  the  fubjcft,  he  would  have 
iaid,  dtat,  being  made,  it  vras  a  promife  ^ich  for  his  honbar  he  was 
bound  to  keep.     It  was,  however,  the- opinion  of  Minifters,  and 
of  die  ChanceObr  of  the  Exchequer  in  particular,  whofe  duty  it 
more  immediately  was*  to  form  a  correft  opmion,  that  6o,oool.  a 
Y6ar,  in  addition  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  was^  fufficient  for  the  ' 
fplcndoor  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  twenty-five^  and  for  reinftating 
Ms  hoofchdd  which  he  had  difmif&d.     Upon  what  principle  then 
did  they  now  pretend  to  fay  that  1 25,0^0!.  a  year  wa^  neceffary  ? 
Marriage  in  the  tower  clafTes  of  life  made  a  great  difference  in  point 
rf  expence;  but  did  it  any  thing  like  the  fame  proportion  among  the 
higher  tai&s?     His  Royal  Highnefs  before  h'rs  marriage  had  a- 
houfc,  and  a  faoufdfiotd;   did  his  marris^  require  two  houfes  and 
two  houfeholdsf  Ifow  then  was  it  pofflble  for  thofo  who  in  1 787 
fad  that  73,0001.  a  year  was  fufficient  fijr  his  expcnces,  to  fay  that' 
r38,oool.  muft  be  neccflSity  now  ?     He  covrfd  nor  bat  lament  that 
*e  .feme  condud  fcemed  to  be  adopted  with  rcfpeft  to  the  cftabliih- 
moTtofWsrRoy^  Hrghnefr  as  had  taken  place  vririi  rc^^cta  to  thar 
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of  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales ;  that  MintAers  meafiuned  the.  extent 
of  his  allowance  by  the  degree  of  approbation  he  bcftowed  upon  thdr 
fjftem  of  government ;  and  that  the  Houfe,  following  them,  wis 
to  be  guided,  not  by  principle,  but  by  circumAances  of  a  veiy  differ 
rent  nature.     It  mi^t  be  adced,-  whether  he  did  not  feel  fucha 
difierence  as  he  fuppofed  Minifters  to  feel?     He  would  anfweri 
that  he  did  not ;  that  he  had  never  confidcred  his  Royal  Highnefs 
in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne; 
that  h^  had  never  looked  to  his  opinions,  but  to  his  ftation.     He 
might  then  be  aiked,  whether  he,  who  had  always  thought  the  for- 
mer allowances  to  his  Royal  Hignefs  infuificieitt,   would  not  new 
vote  for  the  larger  fum,  in  preference  to  the.  amendment  moved  by 
.  his  honourable  friend  ?  Undoubtedly  he  would,  and  for  the  rcafons 
he  had  dated  on  former  occafions,  but  not  without  fomc  provifion 
for  preventing  fuch  applications  to  Parliament  in  future.     Tlie  dif* 
ference  between  the  prefent  value  of  money,  and  the  value  of  it 
when  ioo,oool.  was  an  adequate  provifion  for  Princes  of  Wales, 
jequired  at  lead  an  addition  of  one  fourth.     He  fhould  be  anfwerrd 
that  the  increafe  of  public  debts  and  public  burdens,    made  the 
country  lefs  able  to  bear  large  eftabliOiments.     He  admitted  and 
lamented  the  increafed  and  increafing  burdens  of  the  country ',  but 
'with  increafe  of  public  debts,  let  the  increafe  of  public  means  to 
provide  for  them  be  taken  into  coniideration.     Let  gentlemen  look 
to  what  he  wifhed  Minifters  had  looked  to  in  1787,  the  increafed 
habits  of  expence  in  all  ranks,   and  the  difference  of  one  fourth 
would  certainly  not  appear  to  keep  pace  with  it.     His  honourable 
friend  who  moved  the  amendment,  fpoke  of  the  evil  tendency  of 
fuch  habits ;  but  was  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  firft  example  they 
would  choofe  to  feledl  for  reform,  and,  in  fomc  fort,  for  punifh- 
ment  ?     He  remembered  to  have  heard  a  lady,  as  weak  and  as  fnul 
as  the  fraileft  of  her  fex,  (ay,  not  ludicioufly  but  ferioufly,    "  I 
am  confcious  of  my  faults ;  but  I  hope  I  atone  for  them  by  my 
marked  difapprobation  of  fuch  faults  in  others."     It  would  ill  be- 
come him  to  be  very  pointed  in  his  difapprobation  of  imprudent  ex- 
pence  in  others ;  but  he  would  fay  to  the  City,  to  Weftminftcr,  to 
the  Public  at  lai^e,  "  if  you  complain  of  increafed  habits  of  expence, 
begin  the  reformation  by  reforming  yourfelvcs.     Reference  might  ' 
be  made  to  the  liberality  of  Parliament  to  other  Princes,    to  the 
Crown  itfclf.    .Whatever  they  might  fay  about  the  feparation  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  Leglflature,  and  their  independence  of 
one  arK>ther,  it  could  not  be  diifembled,  that  the  Crown,  having  the 
difpofal  of  all  offices  civil  and  military,  with  the  colle<fUon  of  near 
twenty  millions  of  revenue,   muSt  poflels  great  influence  in  that 
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Houfc.     Would  It  then  be  feemly  to  yield  to  evciy  extravagance  of 
the  Crown,  but  adl  barfhly  and  auflerely  towards  a  Prince  who  had 
no  iiich  influence  ?  Something  on  this  occaiion  might  have  been  ex- 
pcded  firom   the  .civil  lift.     Queen  Anne,    from  a  civil  lift  of 
6oo,oool.  gave  i  oo^oool*  towards  the  fupport  of  a  war ;  George  I.. 
out  of  yooyoool.  a  year,  gave  ioo,oool.  for  theeftahliftimentof 
his  heir ;    and  Gcoige  11.  the  fame  fiim  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales.     During  the  American  war,  when  the 
country  was  not  certainly  in  a  ftate  of  profperity,  Piiiiiaiiient  paid 
a  large  debt  for  the  civil  lift,  and  added  to  it  ioo,oool.  a  t^ear. 
The  fum  appropriated  to  the  privy  purfe,  had  been  gradually  in- 
crcafed  from  36,000!.    to  6o,oooL   a  year;    why  then  refufe  a 
proportional  increafe  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ? 
Thcfe  arguments  he  had  formerly  ftated  to  the  Houfe  without  much 
cffcS  \  and  if  they  produced  any  effedl  now,  it  would  be  from  he- 
ir^ enforced  by  eloquence  fuperior  to  his.     But  with  the  eftablifh- 
ment, unfortunately,  the  bufinefs  did  not  end.     There  were  debts, 
asftated,  of  his  Royal  Highnds,  to  the  amountof  62o,oool.  and 
Several  other  debts  for  which  he  was  bound.    The  latter,  he  under- 
ftood,  much  to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  had  contracted  them, 
vcTC  already  in  a  courfe  of  payment.     But  fuppofing  the  creditors 
to  think  the  mode  of  payment  too  flow,  they  might  call  upon  the 
Prince  for  payment,  as  well  as  his  own  creditors,  and  therefore,  to 
relieve  him  ftom  his  embarraftments,  if  to  do  fo  was  intended, 
thcfe  debts  muft  bd  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as  his  own.     Hence 
arofc  two  queftions, — Was  the  Prince  well  advifed  in  applying  to 
that  Houfe  on  the  fubjeVSi  of  his  debts,  after  the   promife  made  in 
1787  ?  or  the  Minifter  juftifisd  in  making  any  propofal  for  liqui- 
dating them,  without  fome  engagement  on  the  part  of  his   Royal 
Highnefs,  which  might  be  relied  upon  as  a  fecurity  againft  future 
calls  of  the  fame  kind  ?  To  both  tliefe  queftions  he  muft  give  a  de- 
cicied  negative  ;  and  therefore  he  would  confider  only  viiat  was  a 
proper  eftablifliment  for  the  Prince,  without  noticing  his  debts.— 
Here  agaiti,  a  new  confideration  interpofed,  viz.  that  of  the  Princefs 
of  Walq,  who  had  been  invited  over  by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
ParliaiBcnt  and  the  country,  and  for  whom  die  Houfe,  by  its  ad- 
<lreffes,  'flood  pledged  to  make  a  fultaWe  provifion.      It  was  in  vain 
to  pretend  that  the  Houfe  was  not  aware  of  the  embarraffments  of 
his  Royal  Hig^nefs  at  the  time  they  gave  that  pledge  ;  not  one  of 
them  but  knew  the  ia6t,  although  not  regularly  informed  of  it  by  a 
oJcflagc  fiom  His  Majefty.     For  this  reafon  only  he  would  aftent 
^  a  pbm  for  relieving  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  thofe  embarraftments, 
l>ut  not  withoitt  an  aMolute  finking  fund,  for  liquidating  the  debt 
Vol.  XLI.  T  t 
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within  a  reafonable  time.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
pofed  appropriating  25,000!.  a  year  for  payment  of  tlic  inteieft,  at 
four  per  cent.,  although  intcreft  was  at  five  per  cent.,  and  the  in- 
come of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  liquidate  the  principal,  wluch, 
according  to  this  plan,  would  be  difchargcd  in  about  twenty-fcvcn 
years.  Was  this  a  plan  that  any  man  could  propofe  ferioufly  r — 
Rather  let  the  Houfe  own  that  they  did  not  mean  to  pay  oflF  the 
debt,  than  hold  out  fuch  a  mockery  Their  duty  to  the  Prince  anJ 
to  the  Public  was  the  fame,  for  in  confulting  his  dignity,  they  con- 
fulted  the  public  intereft.  But  in  what  way  would  his  dignity  be 
beft  prcfcrved  ?  By  retaining  all  the  fplendor  of  his  eftabliftimcnt« 
his  creditors  unpaid,  or  by  fetiing  apart  fuch  a  portion  of  it  as  would 
liquidate  his  debts,  and  atone  for  paft^iifcretion  by  future  economy  t 
To  do  this  would  be  his  advice  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  were  he  to 
condefcend  to  a(k  it  in  his  clofct.  He  gave  it  not,  as  he  then  muft 
give  it,  for  the  fake  of  popularity,  of  which  he  was  no  courtcr, 
except  as  it  followed  an  honeft  difcharge  of  duty,  and  which  he  ^^ 
never  Icfs  likely  to  obtain  than  by  the  courfe  he  was  takiiig  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

If  only  25,0001.  were  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  his 
carriages,  horfcs,  fcrvants,  every  article  of  his  ftate,  would  reminil 
the  Public  of  what  it  was  jnuch  better  the  Public  fliould  foigct ;  bui 
'  let  fuch  a  Tedu(9ion  as  he  propofed  be  made,  and  men  s  feeling* 
woold  foon  take  a  contrary  turn  ;  they  would  pant  for  the  moment 
that  Ihould  rcftore  him  *to  the  enjoyment  of  his  full  income  ;  ami 
when  it  arrived,  view  his  fplendour  with  pride  and  faris&dion, 
65,0001.  with  the  income  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  would  form 
an  adequate  fund  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  within  a  rcafonablc 
time.  It  might  be  afkcd  if  the  Prince  could  live  in  a  way  beoomirig 
his  ftate  upon  6o,oool.  a  year  r  He  would  anfwer.  No ;  nor  upon 
ioo,oool.  a  year;  for  if  he  could,  Minifters,  upon  their  own 
principles,  would  not  be  for  giving  him  I  25,000!* a  year.  But  for 
a  time  he  might  fpare  his  great  Officers  of  State,  and  other  expcnfive 
appendages  of  his  rank,  and  the  Public  would  gain  a  beloved  anJ 
rcfpedcd  Prince  of  Wales.  Upon  ioo,oool.a  year  he  would  be 
cxpcded  to  maintain  his  full  eftablifliment  with  an  inadc(|uate  in- 
come, and  would  neither  be  able  to  clear  away  his  old  incumbrances, 
nor  to  avoid  new.  Upon  6o,oool.  he  would  be  expefted  to  confult 
nothing  ^ut  his  domeftic  fatisfa6tion,  and  the  honourable  difchaigc 
of  hisjuft  debts;  and  when  he' had  once  experienced  the  public 
cfteem  and  affe£lion  that  would  foon  follow  fuch  a  plan,  his  future 
years  muft  be  profpcrous  indeed,  if  he  counted  the  years  of  his  pro- 
bation the  leaft  happy  of  his  life.     All  this  mig^t  be  done  much 
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boner,  and  without  cxpcnce  to  the  Public.    '  It  had  ever  been  his 
;pLiion  that  a  land  c(hite  was  the  lead  frofcr  of  any  for  the  Crown, 
he  moft  objedlionable  on  account  of  the  undue  influence  it  was  cal- 
uiatcd  to  create,,  and  the  leaft  likely  to  Be  profitably  managed.  The 
3utchy  of  Cornwall,  as  he  was  informed  by  perfons  well  acquainted 
vith  it,  might  be  fold  for  8oo,oool.  ;  he  would  fuppofc  for  only 
;oc,cool.      The  Prince's  life-intercft  in  it  might  be  valued  at 
5oc,oool.  and  that  fum  applied  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.    The 
xmaining  300,0001.  might  be  applied  as  Parliament  (hould  think 
•it ;  to  the  future  provifion  for  Princes  of  Wales,  if  they  were  fo 
ittached  to  cuftoms,  merely  becaufe  they   were  old,  as  to  think  it 
north  while  to  continue  that  whimfical  fort  of  provifion.     There 
«rould  remain  320,0001.  of  debt,  which  the  fund  he  had  mentioned 
vrould  pay  off  in  three  or  four  years,  when  his  Royal  Highnefs 
might  rcfume  .his  (late,  with  the  fatisfadlion  that  his  indifcretions 
liad  not  coft  a  penny  to  any  one  of  thofe  whofe  fcljow-fubjeft  he  was 
11  prcfcnt,  and  whofe  Sovereign  he  was  one  day  to  be.    The  mid- 
dle oourfc  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  neither 
^wc  fplendour  to  the  Prince  nor  comfort  to  the  private  gentleman  ; 
bat  above  all,  the  people  would  fee  in  it  no  atonement  for  pad  im- 
prudence.    He  approved  of  taking  meafures  to  prevent  future  debts 
being  contra£lcd,  provided  the  plan  was  to  be  general.      If  it  were 
to  apply  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  individually,  it  would  not  be  a 
inark  of  TcfpcA  but  of  degradation  ;  if  applied  to  all  future  Kings 
3nd  Princes  it  fhould  have  his  hearty  fupport.     It  would  relieve 
rarliamcnt  from  the  diificulty  which  ah^'ays  occurred  when  debts 
^erc  contradlcd  by  the  Royal  family,  that  unlefs  provifion  was  made 
tor  the  payment  at  the  public  ex  pence,  the  creditors  muft  lofc  the 
^'^cy.  In  making  the  ofRccrs  of  a  Prince  refponfible  for  all  debts 
in  their  feveral  departments,  there  appeared  to  be  fuch  inconvenien- 
^h  as  he  thought  could  not  be  obviated.     Why  had  not  His  Ma- 
J-%  been  advifed  to  do  fomcthing  upon  this  occafion  himfelf  r  Was 
'^  for  tfic  intereft  of  regular  government  that  monarchs  (hould  never 
appear  to  their  fubjcds  to  feel  any  portion  of  the  public  adverfity ; 
"^f  they  fliould  grow  rich  as  the  people  were  growing  poor  ?  In 
pnvate  families  the  indifcrction  of  a  fon  was  a  misfortune  which  his 
'amily  felt,  and  muft  make  facrifices  to  repair.     The  imprudence 
"^  all  lamented  was  partly  of  this  nature,  and  fomething  might 
"'vc  been  cxpedlcd  towards,  repairing  it.      ioo,oool.  would  not 
nave  gone  for  in  money,  but  it  would  have  gone  far  in  fentiment. 
"  was  not  wife  in  thofe  who  talked  of  the  dangers  that  threaten 
''monarchy,  to  fu^er  Rings  and  Princes  to  be  known  only  to  the 
people  by  expences  and  taxes.  A  more  unplcafant  duty  he  had  never 
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performed  in  Parliament.  The  illuffaiDus  pcrfon  wiiofe  hooour  and 
intereft^  in  conjunfUon  with  thofe  of  the  public,  he  was  ansioui 
to  piomotei  would  not  perhaps  much  reliih  what  he  had  faid,  if  it 
fhould  be  reported  to  him ;  but  grateful  as  he  was  for  the  peribul 
notice  and  kindnefs  with  which  his  Royal  Highnefe  had  fomedmcs 
honoured  him,  he  never  had  fpoken,  or  would  fpeak  of  him  m  dnt 
Houfe,  but  relatively  to  his  ftation,  not  to  his  own  private  feeling». 
The  fmallnefs  of  his  income  palliated  his  debts,  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  thcpromife  in  1787,  might  have  excufedthcm.  All  who 
knew  him  knew  this  to  have  been  his  oonflant  opinion  upon  that 
point.  The  Prince  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with,  as  to  the  rcu- 
nues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  minorit>%  What  the 
aS  of  Parliament  gave  to  him  from  his  birth,  had  been  applied  h 
fucceflive  Minifters  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Civil  Lift.  It  i^'as  a 
miferable  plea  to  fay,  that  they  had  been  expended  on  his  cducaticfl. 
Would  any  man  of  fortune,  whofe  fon  had  a  diftindl  income,  diargr 
him  with  the  expenccs  pf  his  education  ?  He  concluded  with  rqwr- 
ing  that  he  would  vote  for  1 25,000!.  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but 
that  he  would  oppofc  taking  any  notice  of  his  debts,  unlefs  a  Urp: 
fund  for  liquidating  them  were  appropriated  in  fomcfuch  way  as  he 
had  fuggeiled. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  in  bis  examination  of  this  qucftion 
he  ihould  entirely  lay  the  debts  out  of  his  confideration.  As  the 
matter  was  divided  into  two  points,  the  cftablifhment  and  the  debt?, 
he  (hould  in  the  prcfent  inilance  confine  himfelf  to  the  former,  and 
throw  the  latter  entirely  out  of  his  mind.  The  qucftion  then  came 
to  this — What  is  the  pmper  eftablifliment  for  a  Prince  of  Wales  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman,  who  with  much  eloquence  had  fpoken 
laft,  in  his  opinion,  had  omitted  one  confideration  very  material  in 
this  inquiry :  he  had  faid  nothing  of  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the 
country ;  and  yet  it  formed  in  his  judgment  a  material  feature  to 
guide  their  refolutions.  We  were  engaged  in  a  war,  the  termination 
of  which  none  of  us  could  predidl,  and  in  confequcnce  thereof  vc 
arc  preflcd  with  additional  burdens.  The  ability  of  the  counny 
fliould  therefore  be  confidercd,  as  well  as  the  other  points,  vhcn 
the  Houfe  came  to  a  ferious  examination  of  what  was  proper  again 
to  be  impofed,  fof  the  purpofe  of  granting  an  eftablifliment  fuitablc 
to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  his  Royal  Highncfs.  He  had  confidercd 
the  qucftion  in  his  own  mind,  and  muft  confcientioufly  declare,  he 
could  not  afibrd  to  vote  more  than  i  oo,oool.  per  annum.  He  had 
alfo  liftened  attentively  to  the  aiguments  ufed,  of  the  diftercnce  d 
times,  and  of  the  incrcafed  price  of  all  the  articles  of  life,  by  which 
it  was  impoflible  to  maintain  the  fame  ftate  upon  the  fame  fum  as  it 
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could  fonnerly  be  done.     Butj  in  anfwer  to  this^  he  agreed  urith 
tbc  itaJonif^  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite.     The  ek- 
pcnditme  of  a  Prince  of  Wales  could  be  but  little  increafed  by  mar- 
riage.    His  houfe,  his  fervants,  his  Aate  muft  be  maintained  the 
£ime,  and  -what.niras  proper  for  the  maintenance  of  his  dignity  in 
one  cafe,  muft  nearly  fufEce  in  the  other.     The  prefent  Miniftry 
had  thought  that  do^oooL  was  a  fum  adequate  to  the  object  but  a 
fliort  time  fince ;  and  therefore,  when  they  allowed  forty  additional 
(houiands  for  the  increafed  expcnccs  of  the  married  ftate,  bethought 
tliey  allowed  an  ample  provifion,  even  upon  their  own  principle^ 
The  maintenance  of  fplendour,  glare,  and  pomp,  he  could  not  fee 
to  be  at  aU  neceiTary.     In  other  titnes,  when  plainnefs  of  manners 
had  rendered  thofe  things  more  eictraordlnary,  when,  from  public 
(implicity,  thofe  things  captivated  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  they 
veie  more  eflential  than  at  this  day.     Now  luxury  had  pervaded 
the  whole  mafs  of  the  people,  and  ftate,  parade,  and  the  aiFedlaticm 
of  dignity  had  infedted  the  minds  of  all,  he  thought,  at  this  time, 
the  heft  and  nobleft  admiration  would  be  given  to  a  dignified  fimpli* 
city ;  and  it  was  the  thing  which  would  have  more  efFed  upon  the 
minds  of  men — would  more  folicit  their  appn}bation<*^  more  com- 
mand  their  attenticxi — and  more  forcibly  demand  their  applaufe, 
than  what  could  poflibly  flow  from  the  difplay  of  fplendid  equipage^ 
and  the  adornments  of  a  gaudy  and  glittering  Court.     Upon  thefe 
confiderations  he  was  induced  to  fay,  that  his  opinion  was^  that 
ioo,oool.  was  peceffaty  and  adequate  to  the  ftation  of  a  Prince  of 
Wales.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  put  it  to  them,  whether 
they  would  make  that  noble  perfonage  the  fole  obje£t  of  their  reform  ? 
He  thou^t  it  would  not  be  wrong,  if  the  provifion  for  preventing 
future  excefs  were  extended  to  all  Princes.     In  what  he  faid,  he 
confulted  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Prince ;  and  he  was  five 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  whatever  his  prefent  feelings  upon  the  fubjedl 
might  be,  would  hereafter  feel  more  fatisfac^ion,  more  comfort  and 
pleafure,  than  any  that  could  be  derived  from  (hew.     In  that  re* 
tirement  which  was  propofed,  he  would  enjoy  .all  the  comforts  and 
plcafures  of  life,  and  would  qualify  himfelf  for  that  high  fituation 
vhich  be  would  one  day  be  called  upon  to  fill.     His  intention  was, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  fhould  have  the  good  inclinations  and  tfao 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  it  was  his  fincerc  wifh  that  the  feelings  of 
}iis  Royal  Highnefs  (hould  accord  with  the  feelings  of  the  countiy. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  told  them  a  ludicrous  (lory  of  the 
^7  who  condemned  others,  although  bad  herfelf :  he  fuppofed  the 
^y  was  not  fitting  in  judgment,  (he  was  only  giving  a  character  of 
Melf.    What  fhould  be  (aid  to  a  judge,  who  would  fay,  <<  I  am 
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guilty  of  the  fame  crime  for  which  the  prifoncr  is  arraigned,  there- 
fore I  cannot  condemn  him  r"  Would  this  br  acting  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty  ?  Would  he  not  rather  fay,  "  I  am  bound  by  a 
ibiemn  oath  to  execute  the  laws,  and  though  a  painful  duty,  yet 
muft  I  condemn  the  man  who  has  broke  them  r  They  alfo,  as 
Members  of  that  Houfc,  were  not  to  give  merely  their  own  fenti- 
ments,  they  were  not  to  be  profufe  in  tiie  difpofal  of  the  money  of 
their  conftituents ;  they  (hould  remember  tliey  were  delegated  to  cx- 
crcifea  folemn  truft,  and  whatever  their  own  feelings  or  fcntiments 
might  be,  they  would  difcbaigc  that  duty  which  they  owed  to  their 
conl^ituents.  If  any  thing  could  add  ftability  to  the  mnttatrdij  of 
the  country,  it  was  that  the  Houfc  of  Commons  (hould  prcfcrve  the 
jefpedt  of  the  people ;  while  it  maintained  that,  the  monarchy  pof- 
felted  the  firmcft  bulwark.  He  could  not  here  refrain  from  declar- 
ing, he  felt  the  utmod  gratitude  to  the  illuftrlous  couple  who  hllcd 
'  the  Throne  of  this  kingdom ;  their  conduft  and  unblemiihed  morale 
had  contributed  much  to  keep  pure  the  morals  of  the  capital. — 
While  their  example  was  followedjj^  the  kingdom  would  ever  reap 
infinite  advantage ;  for  if,  on  the  contrary,  levity  and  immorality 
were  fandlioned  by  the  pradlice  of  the  Throne,  the  capital  would 
fcon  become  polluted,  and  the  infedion  fpread  itfclf  from  thence  to 
the  remoteft  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  if  ever  the  fripperies  and 
profligacy  of  the  French  were  introduced,  the  confequcnoe  would 
be,  that  before  long  a  French  revolution  would  fdlow. 

The  faleof  the  Dutchy  he  condemned,  bccaufe  300,000].  would 
thus  at  once  be  gone,  and  fucceflivc  Princes  deprived  of  their  he- 
reditary right.  On  the  firlt  rcfolution,  lie  fnid,  it  was  his  intention 
to  vote  for  the  amendment.  The  others  did  not  appear  free  from 
objcflions,  and  Mr.  Fox's  mode  of  liquidating  the  debts  came  un- 
der this  defcription.  With  refped  to  other  topics,  he  (hould  refenc 
himfclf  till  they  came  more  properly  before  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  cgtainly  miftaken  what  he  faid.  He  begged  the  Houfe  to  re- 
coiledi  that  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  only  a  life  eftate  in  the 
Prince,  and  that  the  rcverfion  belonged  to  the  Public.  Now  6id 
be,  if  it  is  agreed  to  be  fold,  the  Prince  will  receive  what  the  in- 
tcreft  of  iiis  eftate  amounts  to,  which  is  about  one  half,  or  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  That  will  go  towards  the  payment  of 
his  debts  ;  the  remainder  will  belong  to  the  Public,  to  be  difpofcd 
of  in  any  manner  which  Parliament  may  think  moft  conducive  to 
its  interefls, 

Mr.  D.  P.  COKE  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
looioool.  as  moved  by  his  honourable  friend,  though  it  was  bis 
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wi(h  that  the  Dutdiy  of  Cornwall  (hould  have  been  difpofed  of  t» 
liquidate  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Bur  in  voting fcr  the  i  oo^ocol.  he  did  it  in  the  hope  that  retrench- 
n^ent  would  fbUow,  which  would  prevent  a  future  application  to 
Parliament. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  in  propofing  limitations  or  reftrielions  upon 
the  income  to  be  granted  to  His  Royal  Highnefs^  he  hoped  he  (hould 
not  be  fufpeiSted  of  a  want  of  proper  refpedi  for  that  illuftrious  per- 
fvMiagc ;  but  this  propofition  came  forward  under  circumilances  to- 
tally unprecedented.  In  former  cafes,  where  a  provifion  was  made 
for  a  Prince  of  Wales,  the  revenue  was  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift, 
and  therefore  Parliament  had  no  right  to  impofe  reftrid\ions ;  but  ia 
the  prefent  inftance,  Parliament  were  voting  away  the  Public  -moneyi 
and  to  do  it  with  jcaloufy  was  their  duty. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  fhould  not  feel  the  fUgJhteft  he&ati<m 
to  give  his  vote  for  the  larger  fum  propofed :  he  fhould  even  have 
had  noobje£)ion  if  the  fum  had  been  larger.  He  widied  the  Houlc 
to  take  into  their  confideration  the  enormous  cxpences  which  a  Prince 
of  Wales  was  neceffarily  compelled  to  incur,  which  private  men, 
however  large  their  fortune,  were' exempt  from.  At  the  prefent 
period,  the  great  increafc  of  price  in  every  article,  rendered  it  pro- 
per for  the  Houfe  to  make  fuch  a  fair  increafe  of  revenue  as  would 
put  His  Royal  Highnefs  upon  an  equality  widi  his  predeccfibrs.  He; 
i^ontendcd,  that  tlie  reafon  why  his  Royal  Highnels  was  fo  involved 
at  prefent  was,  diat  when  his  eftabliftiment  wTis  firft  fixed,  it  was 
too  fmall :  this  compelled  him  to  run  in  debt,  and  caufcd  ail  ills 
(ubfequent  perplexities. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  difapprovcd  the  meafure  of  voting  an  cftab- 
Uihmcnt,  and  afterwards  taking  a  part  of  it  away.  He  wifhed  that 
whatever  was  done  (hould  be  openly  done,  and  that  the  Houfe  might 
ttll  the  Public  whatever  it  was,  diftindly  and  unequivocally. 

Mr,  ESTE  rofe  to  objed  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  as  irregular, 
^nd  hoped  the  Houfe  did  not  mean  to  vote  away  fo  large  a  fum  of 
the  Public  money,  without  making  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  nar 
ture  of  the  debts  which  they  were  thus  called  upon  to  difcharge. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  exhorted  the  Houfe  to  be  cir- 
cumfpcd  in  their  determination  on  this  important  queftion.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  the  fum  propofed  was  enormous,  and,  every 
thing  confidcrcd,  highly  impolitic  to  be  demanded.  He  heartily 
wiihcd  that  the  propriety  of  a  temporary  retirement  of  the  Prince, 
and  a  private  compofition  with  his  creditors,  might  be  fuggcftcd  to 
him  by  diat  Houfe — a  condu^S  which  would  be  the  beft  proof  of  re- 
fpc^  for  the  peoplc;  and  the  moft  eiFe£tual  means  of  maintaining 


3^8  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

tiie  true  dignity  o(  the  Heir  Appatcnt  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

General  MACLEOD  rofc,  when  there  was  a  lAid  call  fcr  the 
queftion.  General  Macleod  complained  that  a  repiefentative  of  a 
laige  county  (hould  not  be  permitted  to  deliver  his  fentiinencs.  He 
was  indignant  that  a  Minifter  (hould  have  a  damcxous  majoritj, 
who  overwhelmed  the  fentiments  of  an  independent  Member  fay  tfadr 
Yociferous  calls  for  the  queftion.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  if  fudi 
condu6t  was  decent  or  proper.^— He  addrefled  it,  he  tsM,  as  a  re* 
prefentative  of -the  people^  and,  as  fuch,  demanded  the  attention  of 
Parliament.  He  was  as  independent  as  any  man  in  the  Houfci 
and  had  made  facriflees  which  die  Minifter  could  not  deny.  He 
was  not  unwilling  that  a  certain  fum  (hould  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  on  die  aflurance  diat  a 
limilar  application  would  not  occur,  but  would  now  content  himCdf 
with  vodng  ibr  the  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  HotiTe  ibr 
a  few  minutes.     He  faid,  that  no  gentleman  wi(hed  more  iinccrdy 
{or  an  ample  pn>vi(ion  to  the  Prince  than  he  did  ;  and  as  an  ai^- 
mentation  to  his  Royal  Higlmefe's  income  was  deemed  ncceflaiy,  he 
thought  the  applicatbn  to  Parliament  for  that  purpofe  hi^ily  proper; 
for  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  could  not 
be  faid  to  be  fupported,  if  the  Heir  Apparent  was  not  amply  pro- 
vided for,  fo  as  to  maintain  his  confequente  and  importance  in  the 
State.     So  far  he  thought  it  neceflTary  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 
vote  he  intended  that  night  to  give,  which  (hould  be  for  the  laiger 
fum  being  granted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs.     He  would,  however, 
add  an  obfervation,  which,  although  he  could  not  h:lp  making,  he 
neverthelefs  did  not  wi(h  the  Committee  to  adopt,  or  to  perfuade 
them  of  its  propriety.     His  opinion  was,  that,  for  various  reafons, 
it  would  be  expedient  to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 
debts  which  that  HoufcM'as  about  to  difchaige,  in  order  that  no  im- 
pofition  (hould  be  praftifed  either  on  the  Public  or  lus  Royal  Higli- 
nefs.     By  fuch  a  proceeding,  the  honefty  or  injuftice  of  the  de- 
mands made  on  i^im  would  be  properly  brought  to  light ;  and  fo 
fully  perfuaded  was  he  that  many  items  of  the  latter  deicription  fonn- 
cd  a  confiderable  part  of  the  debts,  that  he  doubted  not  an  invefti- 
gation  would  be  the  means  of  reducing  their  amount  at  leaft  one 
third.     So  far  he  was  induced  to  remark,  without  meaning,  in  the 
fnoftdiftant  degree,  todifputetheftatement  made  by  the  Prince,  at  die 
famedmc  that  he  paid  a  due  regard  to  die  interefb  of  his  confiituents. 

Mr,  HUSSEY  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  exprefled  his  furprife 
that  the  honourable  gentlemap  (hould  fo  readily  confent  to  draw  on 
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the  Public  for  the  enormous  fum  now  demanded,  when  there  was 
another  fund  (the  Crown  foreft  lands)  which  equity,  and  the  necef- 
fitics  of  the  State;  pointed  out  as  the  proper  one  for  afibrding  the  re- 
quired relief  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  and  which  was  amply  adequate 
to  the  purpofe.  Such  a  plan,  at  the  fame  time*  that  it  would  anfwer 
the  wi(hpd-for  end,  would  be  the  means  of  benefiting  the  country  in 
a  very  material  degree,  inftead  of  fixing  additional  burdens  on  the 
people,  which  the  prefent  meafure  went  to  accomplifh. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  fai4  a  few  words  in  favour  of  Mn 
Fox's  idea  of  difpofing  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  He  aflced  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  ground  he  h?id  to  fuppofc  that  the 
eeditors  would  accept  of  the  payment  which  he  propofed,  as  it  would 
require  fo  long  a  period  to  liquidate  their  claims  ? 

The  Houfe  tlien  divided  on  Mr.  Grey's  amendment,  for  allow- 
ing an  augmentation  of  only  4o,oocl.  per  annum,  inftead  of 
65,oo<^.  to  his  Royal  Highnefs's  iiKome,  when 'the  numbers  ap^ 
pcared. 

Ayes,  99  ;  Noes,  260.  Majority  infavour  of  the  larger  fum,  i6i, 
A  fecond  diTifion  took  place  on  the  quedion  for  granting  45,000!. 
for  completing  d>e  repairs  of  Carlton  Houfe,  and  27,0001.  for  plate 
and  jcvds ;  the  numbers  on  which  were, 
Ajes,  24.8  ;  Noes,  99.     Majority  infavour  of  the  motion,  149* 

A  third  divilion  was'  occafioned  on  the  propofition  for  voting 
25,0001.  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expcnces  attending  the  mar- 
rii^e  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
141,  the  numbers  being 

For  it,  241  ;    Againftit,  100. 
On  the  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Steele)  re^ 
ported  piogrefs,  and  the  report  was  ordered  tp  be  brought  up  to- 
momm. 

Friday,   1 5/A  May. 

Mr.  BARHAM  gave  notice  that  he  woiid  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion on  the  fubjed  of  the  copdud  of  the  Britfih  Conunanders  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  founded  on  the  papers  lying  on  the  table,  .on  Thurfday 
fe'naig^. 

Mr.  GREY  (aid,  be  thou^t  it  rather  uncandid  in  the  honour- 
able gendeman  to  fix  on  fo  reifnote  a  day  in  the  fcflbn,  when  no 
poQible  reafons  could  be  given  why  the  motion  might  not  be  brought 
fatwaid  on  Wedncfday  or  Thurfday.  The  papers  had  already  been 
hid  on  the  table  a  fufficient  time  for  the  infpeftion  of  the  Members, 
ind  the  honourAle  geademan  himfelf  certainly  could  not  complain 
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of  want  of  time  to  make  every  pra<Sicablc  ufc  of  them,  for  he  lud 
them  full  fix  months  in  his  poflcfllon. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  he  chofc  Thurfday  fe'nnJght,  becaoTe  k 
vr2S  the  firft  open  day,  Friday  next  alone  excepted  ;  and  the  itafon 
why  he  did  not  fix  on  that  day  was,  that  on  Thurfday  a  bufinefs  of 
great  importance  was  to  be  agitated,  which  probably  would  take  up 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  late  hour  ;  and  as  the  honourable 
gentleman,  fix)m  his  attachment  to  the  perfons  concerned,  mull 
wiih,  as  well  as  himfelf,  for  a  fair  difcuflion,  he  could  not  but  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  better  deferred  to  Thurfday  fe'nnight. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Prince  of  Wales's  cftablifh- 
mcnt  being  brought  up,  and  a  motion  made  that  the  refolution  of 
the  Committee  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  rofe  to  give  his  reafons  why  he  had  M 
night  voted  f6r  the  larger  fum  ;  it  was  becaufe  he  was  in  hopes  thit 
tlie  meafure  for  effcfling  it,  propofed  by  his  right  honourable  fnend, 
(Mr.  Fox)  would  have  been  adopted  ;  but  he  alTured  the  Houfe, 
that  he  did  not  vote  for  the  fum  of  1 25,000!.  on  the  idea  of  tlwr 
right  hondurable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  debts  ct 
the  Prince  were  to  be  paid  off  by  fo  very  flow  degrees  as  to  leave 
fomc  of  them  exifting  for  fo  long  a  time  as  twenty-fevcn  years. 
Thb,  he  faid,  could  not  be  confidcred  as  relieving  die  Pn'ncc,  or 
rendering  his  fituation  more  eafy  ;    it  was  not  relieving  him  in  the 
manner  Parliament  fhould  do  \  for  it  only  held  out  the  name  of  re- 
lief, while  it  left  him  nearly  as  much  cmbarraffed  as  ever.    He 
wifticd  to  throw  out  for  confideration,  notwithftandir^  the  unpopu- 
larity attached  to  it,   whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  Prince 
and  for  the  Public  too,  to  have  the  debt  put  in  a  way  of  immediate 
liquidation,  the  various  items  being  firft  fubmitted  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  commiflioners  to  be  appointed  by  Parliament ;  for  ho  thought 
it  very  likely,  that  if  fairly  afcertained,  they  would  not  amount  to 
the  fum  given  in  that  Houfe.     He  faid  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  thofe  tranfad\ions,  and  could  tell  how  borrowed  mone)' 
was  to  be  paid,  and  how  articles  got  on  credit  were  always  chained, 
particularly  to  a.  perfon  of  the  Prince's  rank.     Mr.  Taylor  then 
enlarged  upon  the  extortion  and  frauds  to  which  the  Prince  was 
fubjcdt,  and  exemplified  it  by  the  recital  of  a  matter  of  fafl  which 
had  come  within  his  own  immediate  knowledge :  "A  friend  of  his, 
ciught  with  the  elegance  of  a  pair  of  buckles  in  a  certain  (hop,  went 
in  to  buy  them  ;  die  ftiopkccper  demanded  four  guineas  and  a  half, 
which  the  gendcman  thinking  an  exorbitant  price,  declined  giving ; 
but  ftill  retaining  a  wifh  for  the  buckles,  returned  in  a  few  days 
and  afkcd  for  them,   when,  to  his  furprize,  he  was  Informed  that 
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the  Prince  of  Wales  had  fent  for  thenriy  and  that  the  (hopkeepcr 
had  let  His  Royal  Highnefs  have  them  for  fifteen  guineas."  It 
was,  therefore,  Mr.  Taylor  contended,  for  the  intcreft  of  the 
Prince  and  the  Public,  to  afccrtain  the  extent,  the  nature,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  debts ;  and  that  being  done,  the  Parliament  fhould  ^ 
pay  them,  and  make  the  Prince  an  allowance— fufficiently  fplen- 
did,  but  not  fo  fplendid  as  they  would,  if  no  fucH  incumbrances  ex- 
iftcd.  As  for  the  plan  of  die  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
it  would  not  extricate  him,  and  he  w*ould  have  again  t6  fubmit  fi- 
milar  demands  to  Parliament. 

Cc^onel  STANLEY  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  Houfc  laft  night, 
but  if  he  had  been,  he  would  certainly  have  voted  for  the  fmaller 
fum,  becaufe  he  was  firmly  pcrfuaded  that  fuch  profufe  grants  of  the 
public  money  would  produce  more  fcrious  mifchief,  more  difafl^ec- 
tion,  and  more  difcontcnt  than  all  the  fcditious  pamphlets  that  had 
yet  been  publifhed. 

Mr.  CURWEN  gave  notice,  that  he  ftiould  follow  up  on  a  fu- 
ture day  what  he  had  faid  lad  night,  and  propofe  that  the  whole  of 
the  65,0001.  fliould  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  Prince's 
debts*  And  one  reafon  of  his  doing  this  was,  that  he  was  certain 
many  of  the  creditors  would  take  lefs  than  their  demand  if  they  were 
ofiered  prompt  payment. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  would  not  difpute  but  the  Prince 
might  live  with  comfort,  and  even  fplendour,  on  half  what  was 
propofed  ;  but  for  the  Houfc  to  be  occupied  with  difputcs  whether 
the  fum  to  be  allowed  (hould  be  ioo,oool.  or  125,0001.  w^s  il- 
liberal. He  was  forry,  he  faid/  to  have  heard  very  fevere  and  un- 
kind  things  faid  of  the  Prince.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  forward  the  meafure  had  lamented  and  deplored  the 
unfortunate  circumftances  which  had  given  rife  to  it.  Another 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  Prince's  breach  of  promife.  Gentle- 
men fhould  recolleft  that  they  themfelvcs  were  once  young,  and 
look  to  their  private  conduft,  and  fee  whether  they  (hould  not  for- 
give the  mod  amiable,  the  mofl  generous,  the  moft  accompli(hed 
Prince  and  Gentleman  in  Europe. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  faid,  he  difagrced  with  die  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  for  he  confidered  25,000!.  a 
year  as  a  very  important  conHderation  in  fuch  times  as  the  prefent: 
he  was  therefore  for  the  fmaller  fum. 

General  TARLETON  thought  that  His  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs 
liad  managed  the  nuptials  and  eftabiifhment  very  badly,  or,  to  ufe 
a  vulgar  exprcffion,  pot  the  cart  before  the  horfe.  They  fhould 
lUYc;  provided  for  the  eftablifhment  before  they  brought  the  Princeis 

Utt2 


332  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

over  to  (hare  in  the  bad  fortunes  of  the  Prince.  In  private  life)  no 
father  of  honour  would  agree  to  the  marriage  of  his  ftwi,  if  de^y 
in  debt.  This  came  home,  he  thoughr^  to  the  Minifteis^  in  the 
prefent  cafe. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  fuch  was  the  complexion  of  the  pre- 
fent bufinefs,  that  tliere  was  no  pcrfon  who  could  make  ajiy  obfer- 
vations  that  were  tfotpf  a  difagrecable  nature.     He  rofc,  however, 
on  the  prefent  occafion  to  alk,  why  the  provifion  to  be  allowed  tlic 
Prince  of  Wales  was  to  commence  from  the  i  oth  of  Ocloher  laft  J 
His  Royal  Highnefs's  increafed  eflablijhmcnt  did-  not  take  place  fo 
early,  and  therefore  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  dcfirc  was  fomcwhcrc 
entertained  to  get  poflcfTion  of  a  fum  of  money,  and  that  a  fraud  had 
teen  pradifed  upon  the  Public.     An  honourable  Member  had  com- 
plained that  the  Houfe  were  wrong  in  being  fo  liberal  to  the  Princcfe 
and  fo  illiberal  to  the  Prince.     If  the  Prince,  exclaimed  Mr-  Whit- 
bread,  is  in  a  Aate  of  difcredit  with  the  Houfe,  it  Is  not  our  fault 
that  he  is  in  that  date.     I,  decidedly  difapprove  of  that  advice  bj 
.which  the  Prince  was  induced  to  come  down  to  the  Houfe  ;  for  we 
did  not  receive  from  his  Royal  Highnefs  what  we  conceived  to  be  a 
folemn  aflurancc  that  no  debts  (hould   be  contracted  again,  and 
therefore  I  think  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  ill  advifed  in  putting 
*  his  facrcd  word  at  hazard,   by  making  a  fecond  a|^Iication  to  the 
Houfe.     The  only  way,  Mr.  Whitbread  continued,  by  which  the 
Prince  copld  retrieve  his  credit  with  tlie  Public,  was  to  flicw  that  he 
w  i(hed  to  difcharge  his  debts  by  appropriating  a  large  part  of  his 
income.     But  was  it  decent  in  tliofe  who  advifed  the  Prince,  or  was 
it  decent  in  the  Prince  himfelf,  to  commence  his  eftablifluncnt,  be- 
fore he  knew  that  the  Houfe  would  confent  to  relieve  him  from  the 
incumbrances  under  which  he  laboured  ?    He  (hould  certainly  vote 
for  the  fmallpr  fum.  There  was,  indeed,  a  fplendour  that  ot^  to 
be  attached  to  the  Heir  Apparent ;  but  would  that  ^end6ur  or  dig- 
nity be  leifened,  if  the  Prince  were  to  (hew  a  difpoiition  to  rdkve 
himfelf  from   the  embarraflfments  in  wluch  he  was  at  prefent  in- 
volved f  There  were  virtues  which  no  obfcurity  could  (hroud— afl^ 
there  were  circum(lances  which  no  magnificence  or  fplendour  could 
veil. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  impoflTiblc  that  the  Prince 
cculd  have  entered  into  his  marriage,  without  contracting  a  laqp 
previous  expence.  Gentlemen  would  rccbllcfl  that  he  had  {tec<l 
the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  voted  for  jewels  and  plate  to  be  27,000!. 
although  the  a£hial  cod  had  been  6StOool.  Befides>  it  would  be 
rccolledcd  that  the  marriage  was  expeftcd  to  have  taken  place  fooncr 
tl)an  it  did,  and  that  the  Prince,  tl)erefore,  had  been  forced  tu  com-. 


A  1795.  DEBATES.  333 

mcnce  his  eftablitbment  fome  time  before  the  a^al  celebration  of 
liis  marriage  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  he  had  propofed  that  the 
increafcd  income  fhould  commence  from  the  i  oth  of  Oftobcr. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  expreffed  his  fatisfa<ai«n  at  Mr.  Pitt  s  p x- 
pianation,  and  made  ibme  allufion  to  the  difference  between  the 
fum  to  be  voted  for  jewels  and  plate,  and  th«  adlual  colls  of  them* 
Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  although  the  income  was  to  commence 
from  Odober,  the  incrcafed  expencCi  on  account  of  his  Royal 
l-Iighnefs's  manjagp,  had  not  been  incurred  previoufly  to  Eafter: 
The  Houfe  would  certainly  feel  no  objedtion  to  relieve  the  Prince 
from  his  embarraffments,  if  they  faw  any  promife  of  future  econo* 
my.  But  inftead  of  this,  the  Houfe  had  feen  that  his  RoyalHigh-* 
ncfs  had  already  begun  to  ccmfume  his  increafed  income,  and  had 
n'cn  contracted  a  debt  of  68y00ol.  before  he  knew  that  the  Houfe 
would  Gonient  to  relieve  him  from  the  embarraflments  under  which 
he  laboured.  In  the  proper  flage  of  the  bill,  he  (hould  move  the 
introdudion  •f  the  fum  of  4o,oool.  infread  of  65,000].  At  pre- 
fcnt,  he  only  meant  to  move  an  amendment  to  that  cSc&y  for  the 
purpofc  of  having  it  inferted  on  the  journals. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
the  amendment  being  put  from  the  Chair,  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved  an  amendment  to  the  report,  by  infert-^ 
ing  the  Crown  lands  as  a  fund  from  which  the  debts  of  the  Prince 
(hould  be  paid. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  being  a  quefiion  about  M 
annual  income,  the  fale  of  lands  could  not  well  apply  to  it,  and- 
added,  that  there  could  be  no  greater  delufion  than  Ac  notion,  that 
applying  the  Crown  lands  to  this  purpofe,  would  be  a  faving  to  the 
Public  ;  for  if  applied  tp  this,  there  could  not  be  other  occafions 
for  which  they  would  futurely  anfwer.  Introducing  it  here,  there- 
^c,  only  rendered  the  afiair  more  complicated  and  confufed. 

Mr.  HUSSEY,  in  reply,  (aid,  that  the  Crown  lands  now  an* 
fwcared  no  end  but  one,  the  proper  name  for  which  was  too  har(h 
for  him  to  utter— influence,  or  fomething  worfe.     He  wi(hed  to 
fee  them  turned  to  private  property,  and  cultivated  for  the  genend' 
tcncfit  of  the  community. 
Negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mondny,   lifh  May. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  notwithflanding  the  importance 
^a  fubje<^  which  had  lately  been  agitated,  and  was  ftill  depending 
Wore  the  Houfe,  namely^  the  condudl  and  debts  of  the  Heir  Ap- 


334  PARLIAMENTARY  A.179J. 

parent  to  the  Crown  ;  notwithftanding  his  knowledge  that  anodicr 
drcumAance  of  great  magnitude,  and  of  an  extraordinary  nature, 
viz.  the  irr^ular  and  unprecedented  recall  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland^  would  be  fubmitted  to  their  confidcration  to-monoir ; 
notwithftanding  the  general  expcdation  of  the  fpeedy  difcuifion  of  a 
matter  ftill  more  intcrefting  and  important,  that  of  war  and  peace, 
yet  he  hoped  that  day  to  obtain  the  attention  and  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe ;  for  he  was  going  to  ftate  to  them  a  bulincfs  infinitely  more 
intcrefting  and  important  than  even  any  of  thofe  to  which  he  had 
aUuded.  In  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  the  ftatement  and  the  motit  n 
which  he  fhould  have  the  hononr  to  make,  he  was  going  to  call  them 
tu  a  recollection  of  tl)eur  mod  facred  functions ;  to  point  out  a 
mod  daring  and  flagrant  violatiori  of  their  bed  and  dcareft  privi- 
leges ;  and  to  urge  thcn^  to  an  effort  to  ^rcfcrve  their  due  wright 
and  authority  in  the  condimtion.  It  mud  be  obvious  to  the  roeanei^ 
underdapding,  that  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Houfe  cf 
Commons  were  Icgiflativc  or  inquifitoiial,  whether  they  were  con- 
trolling over  the  Executive  or  Judicial  branches  of  Adminifbation, 
all  the  weight  of  their  power  and  authority  depended  on  their  re- 
taining the  power  of  the  purfe  ;  confequently  ever}'  attempt  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  went  to  the  annihilation  of  their  Houfe. 

He  then  dated,  that  in  1792,  during  the  rccefs  of  Parliamcntj 
the  King  had  granted  to  the  army  an  allowance  of  three  halfpence 
per  day  for  bread,  and  one  penny  for  fundrics  ;  that  on  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  this  was  dated  to  the  Houfe,  and  included  after- 
wards in  Jhc  Extraordinarics  of  the  Army  ;  but  it  had  then  been 
challenged  by  Mr.  Fox  as  unconftitutional,  inafmuch  as  all  grants 
to  the  army,  or  to  any  pur[)ofe,  fhould  originate  in  the  Con:)aK)ns. 
It  was  then,  however,  pafled  by ;  and  now  this  challenged  prece- 
dent was  made  ufe  of  to  cover  a  dill  more  extraordinary  one  of  Mi- 
nlderial  power.  On  the  i8th  of  April,  the  Duke  of  York  fcnt  a 
letter,  which  he  read  ;  the  War  Office  fent  another ;  and  on  the 
25  th  another,  all  to  the  General  Officers  commanding  didri<3s,  ot- 
dcring  them  to  give  one  penny  per  day  to  the  troops  for  bread  ;  and 
to  furnidi  them  with  meat  at  fourpence  halfpenny  per  pound,  what- 
ever  might  be  the  price.  That  thefe  feveral  allowances,,  all  grant- 
ed without  confulting  Parliament,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
760,0001.  per  annum,  taking  the  army  at  x 00,000  men,  which 
he  believed  was  below  the  real  number ;  but  the  Secretary  at  War 
having  denied  him  a  return  of  the  army,  he  was  obliged  to  take  it 
at  a  guefs  ;  but  whatever  was  the  number,  it  did  not  make  the  lead 
alteration  in  the  principle  of  his  argument  or  motion.  //  was  the 
moft  dangerous  idea  that  auld  be  fropofedfor.  the  ConftUutimi  thai  thi 
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A'* -T  had  a  right  to  grant  ette  farthing  of  money  to  the  arrrj^  witl)out 
I'f  c.nfrrtt  of  Parliament,      He  wtjhed  to  ofj'ert  this  on  the  Iroadejl 
iujiiy  and  in  thejirongcji  terms  which  the  Englijh  language  cmld  af- 
^\rd.     An  abufe  of  language  often  led  to  an  abufe  of  thirds  ;  he 
would  therefore  mention  that  the  army  was  commonly  called  the 
King's  army  ;  in  fomefcnfes  it  undoubtedly  was  the  King's  army  ; 
that  is,   the  King,  as  firft  Magiftrate  of  the  State,  was  entruftcd 
vkh  the  appointment  to  commiflionSy  with  the  difcipline,  with  the 
1  irrribution  and  ftationijig,  and  with  the  command  of  the  army : 
I'u  far  it  was  bis  army ;  but  the  cxiftencc  of  it  depended  on  the  an- 
nual votes  of  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  and  its  pay  could  only 
criginatc  in  the' annual  vote  of  this  Houfe  ;  confequcntly,  any  Mi- 
nillcr  who  ndvifed  the  King  to  grant  any  money  in  any  other  mode, 
was  guilty  of  treafon  againft  the  Conftitution.      It  would  not  It  le- 
nied  that  the  King  had  not  the  power  in  himfelf  alone  over  r[  c  \^A' 
tional  purfe  ;  therefore  of  himfelf  he  could  nf)t  grant  the  n.  »iiLy  of 
the  nadon  to  the  army :  but  he  would  put  a  ftill  ftronger  eafc  ;  iri  • 
King  might  have  funds  of  his  own  ;  favings  from  the   Eko^  mo, 
or  bcquefts  or  gifts  from  his  many  Royal  relations.      Even  x\\  p,    i.c 
Houfc  ought  not  to  allow  him  to  give  one  Ihilling  uf  this  to  i';iiilh 
foldicrs  ;  becaufe  it  was  to  them  alone  die  foldicrs  were  to  ivok  up 
for  pay. 

This  great  principle  being  difcuiTed,  there  remained  u.ir.c  fealler 
features  of  the  mcafure  which  dcfcrved  attention.      By  rhc  t.r  Icr  to 
Commanding  Officers  to  furnifli  their  men  with  meat  at  f<  ui  pence 
fcalfipcnny,    two  confequences  would  cnfuc  ;  nanitiv,    the  people 
would  pay  in  a  tax  the  whole  amount  of  the  difflrenec  or  ilie  price  ; 
and  next,  as  the  meat  muft  be  bought  for  the  folilers  at  nny  pricCy 
the  price  muft  be  raifed  to  the  community,  and  thus  th«-y  would  pay 
doubly,     A  worfc  confequence.  would  happen  ;  the  foldicrs  and  the 
people  would   be  arrayed  in  two  moft  dangerous  dirtin(::li' ns  ;  one 
paying  cheaply  and  the  other  dearly  for  provilions  ;  and  this  feemed 
a  natural  introdudion  to  a  military  derporlfm.     All  this  might  have 
been  avoided,  in  a  manner  equally  Jignifiedfor  the  King,  equally 
good  fin-  the  foldicrs,  and  lefs  hurtful  for  the  people  ;  and  at  die 
fame  time  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  would  have  been  pre- 
fcrvcd.     The  Minifters  ought  to  have  brought  down  a  mcllhge  from 
^e  Throne,  ftating  the  necefllty  and  propriety  of  fome  farther  al- 
lowance to  the  troops,  and  it  would  have  been  chearfuUy  and  regu- 
J^dy  granted.     Every  body  knew  that  the  old  pay,  having  been  fixed 
in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell  or  Charles  the  Second,  was  now 
inadtt]uate  to  the  fubfiftence  of  officer  or  foldier  ;  but  he  repeated, 
^d  wiflied  to  imprefs  it  in  the  ftrongeft  manner^  that  relief  ftiould 
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come  from  (he  Parliament,  and  not  from  the  Grown.  He  v.^-'j!  j 
therefore  move  for  a  Conrunittee  of  the  whde  Houfe  to  oonfidcr  d 
the  papers  ^^hich  ordered,  by  the  fimple  mandate  of  the  King,  tik'e 
allowances.  If  he  obtained  die  Committee,  he  fhould  ma\e  in  it 
a  ref:}Iution  that  the  grants  in  queftion  were  unconllitutional.  He 
then  read  his  intended  motion^  and  moved, 

"  That  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  f.w: 
^ole  Houfe,  to  take  into  conlideration  certain  circular  orders  iff-c  i 
on  the  z  8th  day  of  April  laft,  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  Fidd  M;r- 
•  fhal  the  Dukeof  York  to  the  General  Officers  comnwndir^  dilin':is; 
alfo,  circular  orders  of  the  fame  date  fent  from  the  War  OS,? , 
and  alfo,  other  circular  orders  fent  from  the  War  Officr,  dar-J 
April  ?Sth,  ail  refpediing  allowances  lately  granted  by  His  Ma- 
jcfty  to  the  Army,  without  the  advice  or  confcnt  of  Parliament." 

The  ibUowing  are  Copies  of  the  Orders  referred  to  in  the  above 
motion : 

(COPY.) 

My  L0RD9 

IT  having  been  reprefentcd  to  His  Majcfty,  that  the prcfent  allosra/ve 
of  one  penny  half-penny  per  day  to  the  foldiers  in  Great  Britain,  !or 
the  purchaie  of  one  pound  and  a  iialf  of  bread,  Is,  from  fhe  rery  aJ* 
vancedprice  of  that  article^  inadequate  to  purchafe  the  ouantity  fpecificJ; 

His  Majefly  has  been  gracioully  pleaied  to  take  the  iame  into  coo iiiier- 
ation;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  jou,  that  it  is*in  contempiatioo  toalioT 
ihe  troops  in  regard  to  bread  a^  they  Would  be  in  camp. 

Mis  Majeiiy  has  been  farther  pleafed  to  fignify  hit  pleafure,  that  it 
confequence  of  the  prefent  high  price  of  proviiions«  contracts  (houlii  be 
immediately  entered  into  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  for 
the  fupply  of  meat  for  their  corps,  under  certain  regulations,  to  be  trjci- 
inittcd  from  the  Secretary  at  War ;  fo  as  that  the  expence  of  meat  to  the 
foldicr  (hail  not  exceed  tour  pence  half-penny  per  pound. 

War  Office, 

30th  April  179s.  I  am^ 

W,  WxNOHAMt  My  Lord, 

Your's, 
(Signed)         FREDERICK,  F.  M. 


!  price 


(COPY:) 

Circular. 

ffarOJ^e,  1 8/^6  iAri/ 1795* 
SIR, 

THE  King  havjng  been  pleafed,  io  confequence  of  the  very  V\i^ 
^.icc  of  bread,  to  dirc£l  that  his  forces,  as  well  in  quarters  as  in  bar- 
racks, fhall  from  this  time  receive  their  bread  at  the  iame  rate  as  It  ^^ 
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be  furmflied  totlicni  in  camp  ;  Iliave  it  in  command  (In  the  abfcnce  of 
the  Secretary  at  War)  to  acquaint  you^  that  the  difference  between  the 
Mfjdl  cftinp  ftoppagCy  of  five  pence  per  loaf,  and  the  actual  pi  ice  will  be 
z\i  jwcd  to  the  non-commtllioned  ofHcers  and  private  foldiers  of  the  troops 
within  your  diilridl;  which  difference^  it  is  fuppofed,  will  not  exceed 
four  pence  per  loaf,  each  loaf  being  of  (ix  pounds  weight,  and  as  nearly 
2s  potable  of  the  fame  quality  with  th^fe  delivered  in  camp*  You  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  to  communicate  this  to  the  Commanding  Officers  o£ 
the  differeoc  corps,  that  they  may  govern  thcmfelves  accordingly. 

The  extra  allowance  above  meatioacd  is  to  be  charged  in  the  public  ac« 
compts  of  the  refpecUve  corps. 

I  havC)  Sec. 

(Signed)         it.Lnvh: 
War  Office, 

50rh  April  1795. 

W,  WiNOHAff* 


(COPY.) 


War  Office,  2^tb  Jfrzl  iyqu. 


SIR, 

THG  price  of  butchers  meat  bein^  at  this  time  extremely  high,  atid 
tV.erc  bcinj:  little  profpedl  of  its  reduflxon  till  the  feafon  is  fajther  advanc« 
ed;  I  have  the  honour  tn  acquaint  you  (in  the  abfence  of  the  Secretary 
It  War)  that  the  King  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  dire6>,  that  the  ex- 
tra price  thereof,  beyond  four  pence  half-penny  per  pound,  ihall  be  al« 
locFcd  to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private  foldiers  of  the  troopg 
n^nhin  your  difhic^  and  be  made  a  charge  in  the  public  accounts  of  the 
refpeOive  corps.  In  making  known  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  corps 
thiifrcfli  inflance  of  His  Majcfty^s  goodncfs^  you  will  be  pleafed  to  cau- 
tion them  in  the  flrongcll  manner  to  watch  over  the  application  of  it,  and 
^  jivc  the  utmoft  attention  to  prevent  any  cxccfs  of  expenditure,  by 
taVmg  care  that  no  higher  price  is  given  than  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
procuring  good  and  wholcfome  meat,  fuch  as  foldiers  are  ufed  to  have; 
and  that  no  extravagance  be  admittedi  either  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality 
thereof. 

IhaTC)  &c* 

AT.  Levjls.     . 

War  Office, 

30th  April  179$. 

W.  WindHAh; 

Mr.  COURTEN AY  rofc  for  die  purpofe  of  fcconding  t\A  mo- 
tion of  his  honourable  friend,  and  glad  he  was,  that  this  mrttter 
bd  at  lad  been  brou^t  before  the  Houfe,  for  a  more  daring  and 
unconftitutional  proceeding  had  never  happened  in  this  country.— 
Hfe  honourable  friend  had  cxprcflcd  fome  furprixc  at  not  feeing  the 
Sccrctaiy  at  Wir  in  his  place  this  day,  artd  he  felt  the  fame  ;  how- 
cw,  as  on  a  former  occafion  a  right  hotiourable  gentleman  oppofitc 
to  him  (Mr.  Diindas)  \M  beeti  anfwcred  ibr  b/  Mr.  Windham^ 
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he  fuppofed  he  would  have  the  generofity  to  return  die  compliment 
to-day.     He  fuppofed  the  reafon  why  his  honourable  friend,   the 
Secretary  at  War,  was  not  prefent,  was,  that  he  had  been  againll 
the  ilTuing  of  thefe  orders  ;  for  he  obfcrvcd  that  hii  name  was  not 
to  the  orders,  but  that  they  were  figncd  by  the  Firft  Clerk,  or  Se- 
cond Secretary.     He  well  knew  his  honourable  friend  valued  Ac 
Conftitution,  and  believed  he  would  not  do  any  thing  to  violate  its 
beft  and  mod  elTential  principles.     It  was  a  iixcd,  a  fettled  prin- 
ciple of  the  Conftitution,   that  the  King,  cannot  difpofe  of  money 
for  any  purpofe  whatever  from  the  pockets  of  the  fubje£is,  without 
the  con^nt  of  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament.     Here  was  an  attempt  to 
difpofe  of  near  a  million  of  money  by  the  King's  folc   authority, 
without  any  application  whatever  to  Parliament,  though  it  was  fit- 
ting at  the  time*     It  was  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  it  behoved 
theHoufe  to  look  to  it  with  a  jealous  eye.  This  money  was  given  to 
the  foldier  as  a  mere  gratuitous  donation  of  the  King  himfelf,  and 
it  was  evidently  intended  thereby  toimprefson  the  minds- of  the 
foldiers  that  it  was  the  King  alone,  and  not  the  reprefentativesof  the 
people,  who,  in  fad,  Vere  to  pay  the  whole,  diough  it  was  held  out 
as  if  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  King  only*     It  was  a  meafurc 
which  he  deemed  of  fo  .daring  and  unconftitutional  a  nature,  that 
he  thought  thofe  Miniftcrs  who  advifed  it,  deferved  to  be  impeached 
if  ever  any  Minifter  deferved  that  proceeding  to  be  adopted  againft 
him.     He  faw  no  difference  between  this  and  the  cafe  of  (hipmoney, 
and  indeed  if  the  Principle  were  once  admitted^  there  was  no  know- 
ing where  it  would  end.     He  illufh^ted  his  argument  by  a  quota- 
tion from  the  luminous  Gibbon,  upon  the.  donatives  of  the  R<^naiv 
Emperors,  whereby  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  were  corrupted,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  Roman  people  overturned.     In  the  Roman  Em-' 
perors,  thefe  ^natives,  he  obferved,  were  more  excufeable,  bc« 
caufe  they  concentrated  in  themfelves  the  exercife  of  all  dominion ; 
but  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  abfolute  rule  and  Government  is 
vefted  in  the  people,  or  by  them  entrufted  to  their  reprefentatives^ 
it  more  eQ)ecially  became  tlieir  duty  and  their  intereft  to  exert  thdr 
prerogative,^  and  check  the  evil  in  its  growth.     Was  it  not  fuiprix- 
ing,  he  afked,  that  thefe  allowances  (hould  have  been  granted  with- 
out  the  lead  intimation  to  Parliament?     It  had  been  lately  (aid, 
that  Parliament  entertained  an  inftin£Uve  refped  for  the  meilage  of 
the  King :  furdy  then  a  meflfage  might  have  been  brought  down  by 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  expreflive  of  their  intentions  when  they 
could  have  confided  in  the  indindive  refped  and  veneration  of  die 
Parliament  for  their  ftipport*     Formerly  die  Parliament  iat  there 
to  cxexcife  their  reafon^  but  now  they  obeyed  a  (honger  impulfc  and 
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decided  by  inftind.  Reafon  was  a  flow  comparative  faculty, 
which  was  formed  upon  eAablifhed  principles  by  experience  and  de- 
liberation ;  whereas  inftindl  was  a  bold,  intuitive,  and  fubtle  qua- 
lity which  diftinguifhes  at  a  glance,  and  brutes  have  the  happinefs  to 
enjoy  it  in  a  greater  degree  than  man.  Fortunately  for  us  we  have 
difcovcrcd  the  vaft  utility  of  this  admirable  talent,  and  hencefor- 
ward wc  may  hope  to  aft  in  an  inverfe  ratioy  and  as  our  rcafon  de- 
clines, find  our  in(lin£t  ^  enlarged  ;  fo  that  we  may  fay  viitix  the 
Poet, 

**  And  Reafon  raife  o'er  In(!in6l  as  we  can  ; 

'^  In  this  'tis  GoD  dire^s,  in  that  'tis  Man." 

Mr.  Windham  appearing  in  his  place  at  this  time,  Mr.  Courte- 
my  faid,  he  was  iiappy  to  fee  his  honourable  friend  in  his  place  for 
two  rcafons :  firft,  becaufe  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
daiming  any  (bare  in  iflutng  thofc  circular  orders  if  he  really  had 
been  agalnft  them ';  and  next,  becaufe  he  would  fave  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  to  him  the  trouble  of  returning  that 
compliment  which  the  Secretary  at  War  had  paid  Mr.  Dundas  on 
a  future  occafion.  [A  loud  laugh.]  Mr.  Courtcnay  with  great 
rcadinefc  faid,  **  Naturam  expellasfurca  tanien  vfque  recurret,  .  He 
then  repeated  what  he  faid  in  Mr.  Windham^s  abfcnce,  and  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  it  was  with  the  greatefl  pleafure  and  fatis- 
faclion  that  he  fecondcd  the  prefent  motion. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  apologized  to  the  Houfc  for  his 
abfcnce  at  the  commencement  of  bufinefs,  from  which  he  felt  the 
inconvenience  of  not  having  heard  all  the  animadverdons  du^edled 
agrinft  hinfifelf,  and,  in  confequence,  of  pot  beipg  prepared  to  reply 
to  a  great  part  of  what  might  havd  been  faid.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  had  fpoken  laft  liad  drawn  from  the  meafure,  a  great 
<3cal  more  than  he  thought  it  contained ;  he^was  a  good  performer, 
>nd  had  fetched  from  the  inftrumcnt  (trains  which  could  not  have 
ken  cxpcded.  For  his  part  he.  could  not  difcover  the  degradation 
to  himfclf,  the  unconftitutional  policy,  the  danger  among  the  fol- 
fcs,  or  the  injury  to  the  people,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
iiad  dcfcribed,  as  attached  to  the  meafure.  It  was  a  meafure  dictat- 
ed by  the  urgency  of  the  occafion.  If  there  was  any  degradation  in 
the  way  in  which  the  orders  came  to  him,  it  was  a  degradation  in- 
f^arable  from  his  office,  fincc  they  had  come  through  the  regular 
^  cuftomary  chakmel  of  communication.  The  objeSions  uxgcd 
"^»ght  be  divided  into  two  parts,  firfl  as  they  applied  to  the  general 
principle,  and  fecondly  to  the  particular  nieafure.  The  objedion 
on  the  ground  of  ^principle,  if  carried  to  its  utmofl  extent,  would 
c?uily  apply  to  every  aUowanca  in  kind.     It  had  alwap  been  ufual 
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to  give  bread  to  ih^  foldiers  whjlc  in  camp.  This  was  Aont  from 
the  confidcration,  that  Govcmnient  might,  1:^  contrad,  procure  a 
large  quantity  of  bread  more  advantagpoufly  than  the  poor  foUkr 
could  purchafc  in  retail.  So,  in  the  prcfent  cafe.  Government 
might  be  able  to  find  meat  at  four-pence  halfpenny  per  pomid, 
when  the  foldier  going  to  market  could  not  have  it  at  the  fame  rate. 
In  a  great  part  of  the  country  there  was  no  rife,  which  would  ren- 
der it  neceflary  for  Government  to  pay  more  than  four-pence  half- 
penny, and  in  the  few  places  where  there  was  a  rife,  he  fubmittd 
to  the  Houfe  whether  the  propriety  of  granting  the  relief  was  not  jui- 
tified  by  the  preffijre  of  the  times.  As  to  foldiers  purchafing  2t 
what  prices  they  pleafc,  fufficicnt  precautions  were  taken  againft  that 
abufe.  The  Houfe  had  now  the  whole  of  the  fa6l  before  tliero , 
it  was  for  them  to  confidcr  whether  it  was  of  fo  ftrious  a  nature  ts 
to  juftify'thc  alarm  which  had  bc«n  attempted  to  be  raifcd  on  the 
fubjeft.  IJc  referred  to  the  precedent  of  the  augmentation  wUch 
fiad  taken  place  in  1.792.  '  As  to  the  principle,  noobjcflicn  would 
apply  on  that  fcore,  which  would  not  equally  apply  to  every  regula- 
tion granting  provifion  in  kind. ' 

Mr.  FOX  faid,   that  the  queftion  was  exceedingly  fimple,  and 
on  which  he  conceived  there  could  not  be  two  opinions  in  the  Houfe. 

The  queftion  was,  whether,*  during  the  fitting  of  Parliamenc,  it 
was  fitting,  upon  any  pretence  of  urgency,  to  grant  an  augm«itation 
of. pay  to  the  army  ?  As  to  the  point  of  economy  by  granting  pro- 
vifion in  kind,  that  had  nothing  at  all.  to  do  with  the  difcuflion. 
The  prefent  was  a  clired  addition  of  pay  to  tlic  army..  |iis  honour- 
able friend  had  faid  nothing  of  the  allowance  granted  for  bread. 
He  had  confined  his  remarks  to  meat,  which  he  bad  fuppofed  could 
JHll  in  moft  places  be  purchafcd  at  four-pence  halfpenny  per  pound. 
He  was  afraid  that  fuch  was  not  the  cafe.  With  refpcci  to  bread,  a 
great  advance  had  unqueftionably  taken  place;  the  loaf  which  for- 
iVicrly  was  fold  for  5d.  was  now  fold  for  9d.  which  made  on  erery 
Joaf  an  advance  of  4d.  .  This  muft  neceffarily  be  attended  with  a 
very  great  cxpence.  He  would  not  fay  that  the  allowance  was  inv 
proper,  or  not  warranted  by  the  preffure  of.  circumftuiiccs,  but 
ought  not  the  relief  to  have  come  from  Parlianqcnt,  and  not  from 
the  Crown  F"  His  honourable  friend  had  referred  them  to  the  aug- 
mentation which  had  taken  place  in  1792  )  he  lamented  the  fefl af 
the  time,  and  much  more  fo,  if  it  was  now  to  be  adduced  as  a  pre- 
cedent. He  confidered  too  that  the  prefent  might  I  e  ufed  at  a  fub- 
ftquent  period,"  as  a  pretence  for  a  more  alarming  advanccmcni. 
He  thought  that  it  was  a  thing  fit  to  be  done  in  itfelf,  if  it  had  been 
done  in  the  proper  way,    not  by  an  interfercnrc  of  the  Executive 
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Povcr,  hut  bf  thfs  wifdoip  and  ai|thority  of  Parliament.  If  Far* 
hamcnt  had  not  been  fitting,  the  pretence  of  the  urgency  of  the  oc- 
caGon  migbt  then  vritb  fozne  (hew  of  plaufibility  have  been  uiged  as 
a  juftification  of  the  roeafure.  But.  how  could  fuch  a  pretext  be 
bmu^  forward  at  a  time  when  Parliament  was  fitting,  and  when 
r!ic  meafure  had  taken  place  Qot  only  without  their  eonfent^  but  even 
without  the  notification  of  a  meflage  ?  It  might  at  a  future  period 
be  uiged  as  a  prete^  for  a  fimiUr  advance,  that  a  precedent  had 
been  afibrded  in  1795,  when  fuch  a  meafure  had  tsdccn  place,  of 
which  no  ofKcial  notice  had  been  given  to  the  Houfe,  till  they  wcm  . 
afterwards  called  upon  to  pay  the  expence  incurred  in  the  Extraordi- 
naiics  of  the  Army,  without  having  any  opportunity  afforded  them 
for  the  exercife  of  judgement  or  difcretion.  Upon  the  whole  he 
could  not  help  confidering  this  meafure  as  an  attack  upon  the  Con- 
ftitution,  of  that  nature,  which  called  for  the  woA  ferious  attention 
01' the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,   that  the  right  honourable  gentle« 
man  appeared  to  have  mifiaken  the  quefiion,  as  fiated  by  his  ho- 
ncurable  friend.     He  remarked  that  he  had  taken  notice  of  bread, 
for  this  plain  reafon,  becaufe,  while  in  the  camp,  they  were  in  the 
liabit  of  receiving  the  fame  allowance  of  bread.     So  that  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  the  meafure  adopted  was  only  accelerating  to  them  a 
idicf  undcr-the  preflbre  of  extraordinary  circumftanccs,  or  which 
tliey  muil  at  any  rate  hsve  been  in  poifeflion  in  the  courfe  of  four  of 
ftve  weeks.    The  reafon  why  no  mcffage  had  been  fent  to  the  Houfe, 
w  as  becaufe  no  eftimate  could  be  made  out  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
lirf  which  it  might  be  neceflary  to  grant.     It  was  entirely  a  con- 
tin^rcnt  relief,  varying  according  to  the  circumftances  of  place  and 
time     He  admitted  that  it  would  have  been  more  regular  to  have 
prcvioufly  conveyed  fome  notification  to  the  Houfe,  but  where  no 
eftimatc  could  be  made  out,  nothing  was  more  common  than  for 
Parliament  to  give  their  fubfequcnt  fan<5tion  to  a  meafure  adopted 
from  the  urgency  of  the  occafion.     If  the  prcfcnt  was  a  thing  right 
K)  be  done>  it  was  a  thing  which  muft  ncccflarily  have  been  done 
without  cftimate.     He  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  in  1792, 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  forward  exadly 
the  fame  fort  of  arguments,  and  when  the  Houfe  by  their  filcncc 
lad  aprefled  their,  approbation  of  what  had  been  done  on  the  oc- 
oafion.     l^hc  honourable  mover  had  faid,  that  it  would  have  been 
niudi  better  to  have  granted  an  augmentation  of  pay ;  this  was  furely 
a  ftrangc  argument,  that  it  would  be  better  to  grant  an  augmentation 
•^pay,  which,  once  given,  could  not  be  taken  away  without  hard- 
ship, than  a  mere  temporary  relief  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  adapted 
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«o  the  extent  of  the  occafion^  and  ceafing  with  the  exigency  of  ih^ 
times  which  gave  it  I  irth. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  what  he  heard  from  the  ^finirlri 
this  day  alarmed  him  much.  It  increafed  the  jcaloufy  he  alw^r 
had  of  Executive  Government  in  afiairs  of  this  nature.  He  thoujrj 
it  ought  to  incrcafe  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe.  He  never  woulc 
give  his  confent  to  any  plan  for  fubmitting  to  the  demands  cf  foldicr 
with  arms  in  their  tuinds,  even  although  they  (hould  demand  whaj 
was  their  right,  becaufe  that  tended  to  eftablifh  a  very  bad  prccedcrt. 
If  foldiers  demanded  any  thing  widi  arms  in  their  hands,  it  was  the 
doty  of  Government  to  rcfift  tKcm  boldly  at  once,  bccaufc  if  tfa: 
point  was  once  cfhbliflied  that  foldiers  had  what  they  denun:^:xi 
while  under  arms,  they  would  foon  be  brought  to  demand  miut 
they  never  ought  to  have.  His  rule,  therefore,  in  fuch  cafjs 
would  be  to  rdift  and  fubdue  thofe  who  thus  demanded,  and  if  juft, 
to  grant  fuch  demands  afterwards. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  after  what  had  been  juft  fall 
by  an  honourable  General,  it  became  neceffary  for  him  to  allude  v» 
a  fa<S  which  applied  to  the  tendency  of  the  argument  of  tbc  ho- 
nourable General.     Some  of  the  militaty  had,  in  a  particular  in- 
ftancc,  made  demands  in  the  manner  alluded  to.     There  was  il^ 
utmoft  vigour  ufcd  on  the  part  of  Executive  Government  to  bring 
the  infurgents  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  they  were  all  quelled 
before  any  thing  they  aflted  was  granted  to  them. 
.    General  SMITH  was  glad  to  hear  this.     But  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of*  the  Exchequer  talked  of  the  inftanee  alluded  to^  he  did  not 
take  the  whole  fubjefi  into  view.     Indead  of  there  being  only  an 
inflancc,  there  were  many.     The  cafe  was  general  OTcr  thecountiy 
where  the  military  were  ftationed. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  had  only  a  few  words  to  fay  upon  thi* 
fubjedt.  He  was  not  prepared  to  fay  much,  were  he  fo  inclined, 
for  wlicn  lie  came  to  the  Houfe,  he  was  not  aware  that  this  fubjcci 
\s  3s  to  be  debated  this  day.  He  heard  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  the  matter  forward.  He  gave  the  bcft  attention  he 
was  able  to  his  arguments,  and  alfo  to  thofe  of  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber who  feconded  the  motion.  They  made  cordiderable  impreffion 
upon  him,  and  he  wiflied  to  hear  them  anfwered.  When  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  arofe  he  expefted  from  his  talents  and  from  the  iiw- 
ation  in  which  he  flood,  that  a  complete  anfwer  would  be  given. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  for  a  confidcraWr 
time,  but  after  all  he  faid,  he  mu{l»confcfe,  he  never  heard  Icfsfsid 
to  t\\t  fubje(5l  in  the  fame  fpacc  of  time  in  his  life.  When  tbc 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  he  formed  another  and  fimilar  ex- 
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relation  of  him  ;  but  he  muft  again  fay,  diat  in  hU  mind,  that 
ght  himcHirable  gentleman  fatd  as  little  to  the  fubjeiS.  lliis  wafi 
mcafutie  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  as  uneonditutional  as  any  that . 
vcr  came  for  difeufllon  before  that  Houfe.  It  was  a  very  alarming 
nc«  The  manner  in  which  MinlAers  had  treated  it,  made  it  ftiU 
:kt^  fo.  It  was  not,  however,  new,  for  every  four  or  five  days 
/a>ething  hollilc  to  the  Conditution  came  from  His  Majefiy  s  Mi- 
jftcrs,  and  was  always  fupportcd  by  unconflituttonal  arguments. 
k  hoped  there  would  be  a  divilion  upon  this  queAion  ;  and  under 
i.ac  hope  he  (hould  flay  in  the  Houfe,  if  it  were  neceflary,  until 
even  in  the  morning  to  give  his  vote  upon  it. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
'lad  endeavoured  to  involve  the  queftion  in  difficulties  which  did  nov 
belong  to  it,  but  they  had  not  touched  on  the  motion  itfelf.     Per-. 
tups  N'Uniders  had  a  Conftitiition  of  their  own ;  but  by  the  old 
Conllitution  of  England  he  undcrftood  that  the  King  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  ;  the  difpofition  of  its  difcipline,  and  the  pro* 
mction  of  its  officers.     But  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  the 
5'urfc,  by  which  that  army  was  paid,  and  the  power  of  votii^  for 
ic£  number  and  continuance;    therefore  when  any  addition  was 
wanted,  cither  to  the  number,  or  the  pay,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
'^astbc  power  to  apply  to,  efpecially  when  Parliament  was  fitting. 
To  all  Royal  donatives  to  armies  he  objected,  for  they  had  nevct 
been  much  in  ufe,  except  when  they  preceded,  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
th:  downfal  of  an  Empire.     The  Houfe  ought  to  look  at  the  efle£t 
wljich  ti^^mcafure  would  unavoidably  produce ;  next  year  wc  (hould 
Uvc  to  vote  pretty  nearly  a  million  of  money  to  pay  the  cxpcnce  of 
it.    In  one  word,  it  was  part  of  the  fydem  which  Miniflers  had 
long  ago  adopted,  and  which  had  been  manifcfted  by  the  building  of 
Unacks  all  over  the  kingdom.     By  the  landing  of  the  HelBan 
troops,  and  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  fuch  meafures,  all  put  to- 
gether, proved  that  the  prefent  Minidcrs  aimed  at  introducing  an. 
«mire  military  government  in  this  country. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON'  approved  of  the  motion.  He  diffiked 
the  influence  of  tlie  Crown  ;  .  particularly  fo  when  that  came  from 
the  army.  If  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  was  found  to  be  too  little,  it 
^t  to  be  increafedj  but  he  confidered  any  thing  given  to  them  as 
^  boon,  totally  wrong, 

Mr.  STEEL  faid,  that  if  all  the  troops  had  been  in  the  field  on 
one  day,  he  a{^rehended  there  could  have  been  no  objediion  to 
^hat  had  been  done.  The  queftion  now  was — Whether,  undftr 
all  the  circumilanccs,  what  had  been  done  in  this  cafe,  was  necef- 
^l    He  fiated  fonK  p>int$  in  which  the  cxpence  had  been  ovcr^ 
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lated,  and  concluded  with  declaring,  thatj  in  hb'  opihieni  there 
vas -not  the  leaft  neceflitjr  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  amoarit  of  the  fiun  which  this  mca 
fure  might  call  for  did  not  a{^ar  to  him  fo  important  as  the  prin- 
ciple which  it  tended  to  mslinttin;     That  the  Houfe  of  Common? 
fiiOii'd  hold  the  public  purft;  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  principle  never 
to  be  given  up.     This  wai  exemplified  by  the  uniforni  praflicc  ot 
Parliaments     If  the  Houfe  of  ix)rdfe  made  tht  flightcft  alteration  in 
any  mon^  bill— a  common  turnpike-road  cut  for  inftancc,  \lz 
Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  principle,   irlvariably  rejcAcd  the  ini. 
All  that  part  of  the  aigument,  therefore,  that  referred  to  thefirall- 
nefi  of  the  fum,  went,  in  his  mind^  fornothihg ;  for  the  principle 
in  this  cafe  was  every  thing.     Even  were  it  otherwife^   he  fhouid 
be  bound  to  fay  that  Minifters  defended  a  bad  principle  by  afilfe  sf- 
fertion  as  to  faftsi     The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpok: 
laft  had  /aid,    that  if  the  troops  -were  all  in  camp>    there  wo^j!i 
have  been  no  objeflion  to  the  meafurc.     How  did  that  ftand  ?  it  if 
had  been  for  one  month  in  that  way,  the  principle  of  ghingthcal- 
lowance,  without  intimation  to  Parliament  then  fitting,  would  ha «: 
been  the  fame  as  if  they  had  been  ^11  in  quarters :  and  tlic  qucfti'  n 
was,  how  far  the  principle  of  granting  art  allowance  in  this  war 
could  be  defended  ?     A  great  deal  had  been  faid  on  the  preceddif, 
which  ought  to  make  the  Houfe  cautious  how  they  fuilercd  prece- 
dents to  accumulate,  for  the  ChatK^llor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ob- 
ferved  that  a  debate  arofe  on  former  occafions  on  this  fubjcd,  and 
as  the  Houfe  had  not  diiapproved  by  a  vote  of  the  condu<S^  of  Mini- 
fters,  the  lilence  of  the  Houfe  was  to  be  conftrued  into  pofitive  ap- 
probation.    If  fuch  was  to  be  the  conftrudtion,  the  Houfe  ought  to 
look  at  the  efFed  of  It.     This  allowance  had  been  made  without 
any  communication  to  Parliament,  and  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  con- 
lider  whether  that  ought  to  pafs  unnoticed.     It  was  faid  to  be  im- 
poflible,  from  the  circumftanccs,    to  prepare  an  cftimatc.     That 
might  be  true  ;  but  was  it  impoflfible  to  make  Any  communicafjoi< 
to  the  Houfci  by  way  of  a  meflhge  from  his  Majcfty,  ftating  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  making  fome  additional  alk)wance,  leaving  the  expencceo 
be  made  good  by  Parliament,  when  the  amount  Ihould  be  afcertain- 
cd  ?   Moft  unqueftionably  nothing  could  have  been  more  cafy  or 
more  regular.     Indeed  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  too  much  ma- 
nagement about  this  buiincfs  on  the  part  of  Minlfters,  to  attnbutc 
the  whole  of  it  to  mere  accident.     If  fuch  a  grant  was  neceflaiTt 
which  he  by  no  means  denied,  he  (hould  have  been  ready  to  voce 
for  it.     He  did  not  agree  with  the  honourable  General  as  to  Ac 
pnidence  of  refunfig  what  was  rights  becaufe  It  was  demanded  \>f 
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.Tten  under  arms ;  he  thou^t  that  if  men'  wot  driven  to  the  ncccf- 
1 :/  ro.  claim  what  was  right,  they  ought  to  be  attended  to  whedier 
iii'AcT  arms  or  othcrwifc.  But  he  thought  that  Minifters  ha^i  «e- 
.lecfccd  their  duty  in  nor  making  a  communication  to  that  Houfc^ 
-tnd  tlienefore  he  ftiould  vote  for  this  motico. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  fhould  be  forry  to  let  the  prcfent 

•  -ifinefe  pafs  widiout  cxpreffing  his  fenfe  of  it,  and  declaring  how 

i.tdc  he  vras  fatis6ed  with  the  pretences  fet  up  by  the  King's  Mini-F 

litis  ill  defence  of  their  conduft.     That  he  wifhed  not  to  embarraf9 

t-.c  contideratiun  of  the  main  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  or  to  let 

iiieir  intention  be  diverted  from  it,  by  agitating  collateral  qucftionsi 

which,  though  conneftcd  with  it,  were 'not  effentlal,   or  noMm* 

HiCdiately  tlie  fubjcc^  df  debate.     The  queftion  was,  not  whethejr 

fiitr  meafure  in  itfclf  was  proper  or  improper,  nccefl^ry  or  unnecefr 

1^'.      Neither  was  it,  ,how  far  the  Miniftry  might  be  juftified,  un«- 

dcr  preflir^  circumftanccs,  to  take  the  ftcps  they  had  done,  if  Pa?r 

liamcnt  vrcre  not  fittings     The  true  queftion  was,    whether  the 

Kings  MiniftcTS  were  authorized. to  bring  a .  great  charge  of  ahy 

kind  upon  the  public  fbr  any  fervicc  not  voted  by  Parliament, .  and 

without  the  approbation  or  confent  of  that  Houfe,  or  any  previous 

application  to  the  Houfe,    while  Parliament  was  adually  fitting} 

He  faid  that,  if  any  principle  in  the  G)nftitntion  of  this  Goverti^ 

mcnt,  or  in  the  inftiturion  of  tlie  Houfe  .of  Commons,  was  clear 

and  incfi^utablc,  it  was  that  thby  alone  l>ad  the  command  arid  dif-> 

po£d  of  the  public  purfe^  and  that  the  Crown  had!  not  the  command 

or  difpofal  of  it  for  any  purpofe  whatfoevcr,    artd  leaft  of  all,  for 

the  puqpole  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the  army,   by  bounties  oralr 

lowinccsx)f  any  kind.     That  for  tite  Cro^n  to  take  upon  itfelf  to 

difpofc  of  the  money  of  the  fubjoft, .  in  favour  of  the  military,  was 

nnt  only  to  invade  tiie  eflcntial  privilege  and  duty  of  that  Houfc^ 

b  Jt  to  invade  them  for  the  worft  and  moft  dangerous  of  all  purpofcs  ; 

that  is,  to  fccurc  the  attachment  of  the  army  to  the  Crown,  in  con- 

tndidiion  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   by  miakiog  them  coniidcr 

thj  Crown  as  the  fourcc  of  every  advantage  they  ciyoycd,   or  ex* 

rioted  to  enjoy.     Such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  dcfigning  Princes' 

hxreaitcr,  or  of  wicked  Minifters  now,  >vould  foon  make  the  Hoidc 

of  Commons  odiou*  to  the  army,  and  ufclefs  to  the  people.     The 

Chanccik)r  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid,  that  previous  applicarion 

tauld  not  be  made  to  Parliament,  becaufe  the  amount  of  die  expencc 

could  not  be  cxaSly  cftimatcd.     What  then  ?    The  objcdl  might 

have  been. approved — The  (ervice  might  hUvc  been  voted,  and  au-- 

thority  given  to  the  Crown  to  prcf/ide  for  it — But  the  Chancellor  of 

tl)f  Exchequer  faid,  that  enough  was  done  by  reforting  to' the  fubfc- 

VoL.  XLL  Y  y 
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quent  fan Aion  of  the  HcMife.     Suppofe  the  Honfb,  on  ferious  amfi- 
deration  of  the  fubjedt^  fhould  reifufe  to  give  thai  hnS&cm,    and 
(hould  refufe  to  provide  for  the  expence  already  inctmrcd^  or  Iheuld 
order  it  to  be  immediately  ftopped,  what  fituadon  Ihoald  we  ftand 
in  then  !*     On  one  (ide,  the  Crown  would  entitle  itfelf  to  Ae  grati- 
tude and  afledions  of  the  army,  by  ads  of  bounty,  liberality,  and* 
patronage,  while,  on  the  othef,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  n^^ 
ceflfarily  beoome  the  objed  of  their  revenge*     Gentlemen  ou^t  &i 
confider  ferioufly  the  confequence  of  fufl^ring  the  two  powers  to  be 
placed  in  that  (ituation  with  refpeA  to  each  other,  and  of  eftabliCi- 
ing  in  the  minds  of  the  army  fo  invidious  a  ground  of  Gompari&n 
between  them.     The  Cluncellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  laid  that 
there  was  a  precedent  for  this  proceeding,  that  the  Houfe  on  a  fi- 
Ynilar  occafion  had  paid  the  charge,  and  by  fo  doing  had  appfoved  of 
themeafure;  Mr.  Francis,  on  the  contrary'^  contended  that*  poyii^ 
a  charge  incurred  did  not  necefiarily  include  approbation.     In  dw 
cafe  of  money  already  fpent,  it  roi^t  be  an  a^  of  oeceffity*     The 
Houfe  might  have  no  choice  left.     The  truth  of  the  principle  fet  up 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  foon  come  in  queAion 
on  another  fubjed^*     Suppofing  the  Houfe  (hould  refdve  to  dear 
away  all  the  incumbrances  which  had  lately  been  under  their  oonfi- 
deration,  would  the  Minifter,  would  any  man,  affirm,  that  by  di(- 
chaiging  the  debt,  diey  approved  of  the  objeds,  or  iandificd  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  incurred  F-^Wouid  he  fay  tfaa^  by  dcisg 
lb  they  efiablilhed  a  precedent,  by  which  fiikiilar  incumbrances  mi^ 
again  be  incurred  and  ought  to  be  provided  for }  If  that  propofinon 
could  not  be  aflferted^  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman's  precedent 
was  of  no  ufe  to  him.     It  proved  nothing  but  that  the  Houfe  had 
fubniitted  in  a  cafe  of  neccflity,  and  that  it  was  fo  much  more  dicir 
duty  to  take  care  that  the  Miniffay  (hould  not  have  it  in  their  poww 
to  appeal  to  fuch  precedents  agsin. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  thoi^ht  that  the  only  qucftion 
In  this  cafe  was,  whetheir  what  had  been  done  was  prudent  i  The 
Execute  Government  had  not  in  this  cafe,  in  his  opinion,  takca 
tspon  themfelves  the  diifaibution  of  die  public  purfe,  (oir  the  whole 
proceeding  had  afterwards  .been  fubmitted  to  Parliament,  and  there* 
fort,  he  dK>ught  the  modon  unneceiS^y. 

Mr.  EAST  laid,  that  the  queAion  before  the  Houfe  was,  whe- 
ther they  (hould  go  into  a  Committee  to  enquire  ?  he  (hould  voce 
againA  that  inquiiy,  but  not  upon  the  ground  that  he  thot^ht  His 
Majefty's  Mini(lers  ought  not  to  have  fubmitted  the  matter  to  Par- 
fiameot  before  it  took  fffefi }  oif  the  contrary)  iiB  diouglk  diattbcj 
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oght     But  the  ground  of  his  vote  was,  diat  ht  could  not  ianpate 
0  Minifters  any  improper  motive  for  what  they  did. 

Sir  HORACE  MANN  fiud,  he  could  not  poiTibly  remain  filcnt, 
iter  fome  wards  had  been  ufed  which  appeared  to.  him  to  be  im- 
toper.  He  could  not  avoid  cxpreffing  his  difuppiobation  rf  the  ln« 
idious  diftin^on  which  had  been  attempted  to  Wmade  between 
be  Executive  Power  and  the  Parliament.  Some  allufion  l|ad  been 
nade  to  the  imperial  donative ;  now  every  gentleman  nraft  kn(m 
hat  diofe  iksnadves  were  the  nMans  by  which  the  Emperors  endea« 
loured  to  overturn  the  Conftitution  of  their  country ;  no  man  could 
lup^e,  that  any  Monarch  of  this  eountry  would  be  inclined  to  at- 
icmpt  the  overthrow  of  the  Conftitution,  or  that  any  Minifter 
would  be  found  hardy  enough  to  abet  his  defign  if  he  were  fo  in- 
clined. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  what  he  had  obfcrved  on  eht 
imperial  donative,  had  been  mifunderftood.  The  Emperors  had 
the  ivhole  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  at  their  own  difpofal,  and 
might  do  as  they  pleafed  with  it,  without  overturning  the  Conftitu- 
tion.  He  theitfore  did  not  caft  any  reflection  on  the  Emperors. 
In  this  country,  however,  fuch  condud  would  be  fubverfive  of  the 
Conffitudon. 

General  MACLEOD  obferved,  that  he  was  not  die  caufe  of  any 
invidious  diftin^ion  being  made  between  the  Executive  Power  and 
the  Pariiament ;  if  the  ExeeutivjC  Power  had  never  adled  unconfti- 
tutionally,  the  Houfe  would  not  have  been  troubled  with  the  niotion. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  principle  and  not  the  expence  Was  the 
true  objed  of  coniideration. 

SirW.  PULTENEY  faid,  he  approved  of  the  meafure,  thoigh 
he  could  not  entirely  applaud  the  mode  in  which  Minifters  lud 
conduced  it.^  As  he  did  not  wi(h  however  for  the  inquiry  propofcd 
by  the  honourable  General,  and  as  he  was  defirous  of  doing  fome- 
thing  which  would  not  exprcfs  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure, 
nor  give  his  approbation  of  d^c^mode,  he  fliould  move  the  previous 
queffion.  ^ 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  die  previous  queftion,  67  ;  Againftit,  2  2. "^-Majority,  4.5. 
Tbe  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefiajt   1 9/^  May. 

Mr.  6ARHAM  alked  why  fomc  papers,  *  for  which  he  had 
R^^,  were  not  laid  on  the  table? 
Mn  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  that  thefe  papers  had  never  been 

in  the  office. 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  Proclamifibns'of  Sir  John  Jirvis  and 
Sir  Charles  Grey  not  havlhg  been  acted  upon,  never  were  returned 
to  the  office.  As  they  were  avowed,  he  had  no  objection  that  che 
honourable  j^entleman  (hould  brins:  tliem  forward  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  addreffcd  the  Houfe  nearly  to  the  fc^wii^  cf- 
fc^.  If  it  were  cither  my  habit  or  difpofition  to  call  the  actcmina 
43(  this  Houfe  to  matters  of  light  or  trivial  impott,  I  (hould  butlinle 
dcfcrve  to  obtain  a  patient  and  candid  hearing  for  the  chjcA  which 
I  now  propofc  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration.  But  as  I  fed  the 
Importance  and  magnitude  of  the  qucftion,  which  it  is  my  lot  f«3 
bring  forward  on  the  prefent  occafion,  I  place  fomc  reliance  on  their 
indulgence  and  attention.  •  But  as,  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  fen- 
fible  that  it  is  a  fubjeft  which  has  already  in  a  great  degree  ocaipicd 
the  confideration  both  of  the  Public,  and  of  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe, 
I  (hall  endeavour  as  much  as  poflible  to  ftudy  brevity  in  ftatii^  tlic 
grounds  and  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  bring  it  fonvard. 

[Here  Mr.  Jckyl  was  interrupted  by  a  fummons  from  the  Black 
Rod.  The  Speaker  after  his  return  dated  that  the  Royal  A£knt  had 
been  given,  by  commiflion,  to  the  Sea  Infurancc,  the  Dutch  Letter 
biils>  the  bill  granting  relief  to  inn-keepers,  ^nd  fcveral  odier  pii«- 
lie  and  private  bills.^ 

Mr.  Jekyll  proceeded.     At  the  moment  that  T  was  interrupted 
by  the  fummons  to  attend  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  I  was  endeavouring 
to  conciliate  the  attention  of.  gentlemen,   by  dating  my  conviftion 
how  much  the  fubjcd  for  their  prefent  confideration  had  been  both 
privately  and  publicly  difcuflfed,  and  the  neceflity  which  I  thence 
felt. of  as  fiiortly  as  poffible  intruding  upon  their  time.      In  bringin;: 
forward  this  qncftion,    it  may  not  be  improper  to  declare  th^it  1 
ftand,  both  politically  and  perfonally,    wholly  unconnected  vith 
that  noble  pcrfon,    whbfe  fate  and  reputation  are  involved  in  the 
difcuflion ;  dinpproving  even  of  a  prcnt  part  of  his  public  conducl, 
and   particub.rly,  hminting  liis  frccflion   from   that   Phahmv,    :^ 
which,  for  a  confidcrable  time  pnft,   I  have  looked  as  the  falvation 
of  tlie  Empire.      But  when  I  confidcr  that  the  queftion  involvcsni.it 
only  the  charadler  of  the  noble  Lord,   but  is  connecled  with  con- 
fe(Juences  that  tend  to  no  lefs  than  the  difmcmbermcnt  of  the  Em- 
pire, I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  forward  the  fubjcft  to  the  moil 
ferious  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  they  are  called  upon  not 
only  by  their  feelings  of  what  is  due  to  that  noble  perfonage,  whofc 
coridu6t  has  been  called  in  qucftion,  bot  by  the  ftrongcft  nr»otives  of 
patriotifm,  and  their  regard  to  the  moft  clfential  ?i1tereft  of  the  coun- 
try,  to  enter  upon  that  inquiry,  whkh  I  (hall  propofc  to  them  to 
inftitutc.     I  have  always  thought  tliat  tlie  Public  had  an  intercft  in 
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watchii^  over  tht  charfl<9:ers  of  public  men,  and  in  vindicating 
thcn>  from  infinuated  abufe,  and  unjud  afperfion.  Public  cha^ 
rader  I  rc^gard  as  public  property^  ever  to  be  held  facred,  till  it  has 
(openly  been  forfeited,  and  not  to  be  frittered  away  by  indireA  at- 
tack, or  c(M)figncd  to  ccnfure  without  inquiry.  If  we  are  to  be 
iicvc  the  aflertion'of  the  noble  Lord,  his  public  character  has  been 
impeached  by  his  rccal  frorh  the  high  office  which  he  hpld  in  the  Go- 
remmcnt  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom.  And  here  I  hope  I  am  net 
6)  be  told  that  the  prerogative  which  empowers  the  Crown  to  difmifi 
its  officers  at  difcretion,  operates  as  a  bar  to  any  inquiry  in  the  pro- 
fent  inftance. 

I  am  difpofcd  to  fubfcribe  to  the  juft  cxercifc  of  the  prerogative 

an  all  proper  occafions.  But  ^iiere  the  Houfc  fee  a  Miniftcr  ftretch-. 

uig  the  prerogative  ibr  particular  purpofes,  and  beyond  ordinary 

bounds,  lam  aware  that  they  are  poflfeffed  of  an  inquifitorial  power 

m  examine  into  the  grounds  of  fuch  extraordinary  and  unwarranted 

exertion  of  an  authority  delegated  by  the  Conftitution,  and,  if  they 

fliail  find  ncceffar)',  to  confine  that  prerogative  within  its  fair  and 

natural  limits.      It  is  particularly  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  to  watch 

over  the  extention  of  Court  influence  to  that  fifter  kingdom,  whofc 

fouation  forms  the  principal  objedt  of  the  prefent  confideration.— 

This  jealoufy  of  Court  influence  is  a  principle  which  ought  to  ac* 

tuatc  the  Ixrgiflature  of  both  countries,  and  this  vigilance  to  guard 

againft  its  progrefs  in  either,  a  duty  of  reciprocal  proteftion  which 

they  owe  to  one  another.     That  on  this  fcorc  there  is  ground  of 

ferious  alarm,  cannot  be  denied.     Let  the  Houfe  only  advert  to  a 

queftion  formerly  brought  by   that  great  lawyer  (Mr.  Dunning), 

i^hofc  feat  I  now    unworthily  fill,  and    adopted  in  a  refolution, 

"  That  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  increafed,  was  increafing, 

and  ought  to  he  diminiftied."     It  will  not  furely  be  contended  that 

the  danger  is  now  Icfs  than  it  was  at  that  former  period. 

Having  faid  fo  mudi  to  the  general  principle,   I  (hall  now  more 
panicularly  advert  to  the  tranfadtion  which  has  given  birth  to  tlic 
prefent  difcuflion.     And  I  think  that  it  muft  prima  facie  be  admit- 
ted that   the  recal  of  a  Viceroy  of  Ireland  by  the  Cabinet,  of  this 
country,  at  a  time  that  he  was  a6Ung  with  the  greateft  .applaufe  of 
t^e  whom  he  was  appointed  to  govern,  and  that  addrclfes  from 
all  quarters  were  heaped  on  his  table,  is  tantamount  to  a  charge  of 
r»t  doing  his  duty.     On  a  former  day,  when  the  fubjc<St  was  dated 
I7  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  though  I  then  happened 
^0  be  engaged  in  the  country  on  a  profeflional  concern,   I  have  un- 
dcrflood  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  declared  in  his  place, 
"  That  whenever  the  period  came  for  invcftigation,  he  ihould  un- 
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dertake  to  prove  that  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  die  Minlften 
«f  this  country  for  any  ftiare  which  they  had  in  the  tranfiitton.''— 
What  was  tliis  but  a  chaiigc  by  implication  f  If  the  Masne  of  Ac 
tianfadion  did  not  attach  to  Mimfters,  it  neceflarily  inuft  attach  to 
Earl  Fit^willram.     It  would  indeed  have  been  a  more  open  and 
manly  mode  of  procedure  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
come  forward,  and  charged  the  noble  Lord  widi  obftinacy  and  con- 
tumacy, with  difobedience  to  the  inftru£tions  of  the  Cabinet  here, 
or  difregard  to  the  interefis  of  the  country  which  he  was  dcpotad  to 
govern.     Bqt  it  might,  perhaps,  better  fuit  the  views  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  whifper  away  the  reputation  of  Ac  noble 
Lord,  and  to  infinuate  blame  of  his  public  conduA.    l€  would  wdJ, 
however,  become  the  Houfe  to  refledl  that,  if  this  procedure  be 
countenanced,  there  is  no  public  man  whofe  charaAer  is  fafc,  or 
whofc  condu£t  may  not  be  overwhelmed  in  difgracc  or  obloquy  with- 
out  the  fmalleft  chance  of  enquiry  or  vindication.    This  declaration 
then  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  "  that  no  blame  attached  ta 
the  Minifters  of  this  country,"  I  muft  confider  in  every  point  of 
view  as  a  charge  againft  the  noble  Lord.     In  this  light  it  was  con- 
iidered  by  the  noble  Lord  himfel^  who,  in  a  paper  whidi  is  pub- 
lithed  with  every  proof  of  authenticity,  puts  a  dire6V  and  complete 
negative  to  the  charge.     In  this  paper,  whidi  I  (hall  quote  as  part 
of  my  fpeech  ^,  the  noble  Earl  rcprefents,  that,  previous  to  his  af- 
fuming  the  government  of  Ireland,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Cabinet,  concurred  with  him  in  his  opinion  on  the 
quedion  of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  that  had  he  found  it  odier- 
wife,  he  never  wquld  have  undertaken  the  government.     Under 
this  coQvi^ion  he  fets  out  and  arrives  in  Ireland :  he  there  finds  it 
impoflible,  both  from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  moft  refpedable  individuals,  to  reiift  the  immediate  difcuflion 
of  the  queftion.— And  here  it  is  material  to  attend  to  dates.     He 
writes  two  letters  to  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  ftating  tohim  what 
was  the  (ituation  of  the  country,  and  thC'  mode  of  procedure  which 
he  (hould  in  confequence  find  himfelf  compelled  to  adopt.     Of  tvd- 
ther  of  thefe  letters  was  any  notice  taken ;  and  the  noble  Earl  drew 
the  conclufion  which  any  rational  man  would  have  formed  in  the 
fame  circumftanoes,  from  the  filenqe  of  Minifters,  namely,  thatthA 
filence  gave  confent.    Four  weeks  were  fuflered  to  clapTe  before  the 
noble  Earl  received  a  letter  from  the  Di^pe  of  Portland,  putting  t 
direct  negative  on  the  bulinefs.  At  lad  comes  out  xbt/ws  niakrwn,* 

*  Vide  the'two  Letters  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  to  the  Earl  of  CarliIlo> 
in  the  proceeding's  of  iLe  Houfe  of  Lords,  of  the  prefent  feffion. 
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the  xvble  Earl  had  thought  neceflfaiy  as  a  meafure  of  his  gbvefnmettt 
to  difmiis  from  office  the  family  of  the  Beresfords,  who,  whatever 
might  be  their  claims  in  othp.*  refpeds,  were  at  lead  no  favourite^ 
with  the  Public.     And  here- 1  cannot  help  noticing  a  piece  of  con- 
du'ft  adopted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  management 
of  this  bulinefs ;  the  Duke  of  Portland  is  the  perfon  feledted  front 
the  reft  of  the  Cabinet,  on  this  occaiion,  to  wound  the  fame  an4 
the  feelings  of  hi^  friend*  This  is  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  in  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  excels ;  it  was  not  enough  iimply 
to  murder  the  reputation  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  hand  of  a  iricnd 
muft  be  diredled  to  plunge  the  dagger  in  his  bofom.    The  Duke  of 
Portland,  conncded  with  the  noble  Earl  by  habits  of  early  friendfliip 
aiul  old  political  connection,  appeared  to  be  the  fitteft  inftrument  of 
di:  cruel  and  tnfidious  policy  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman* 
"  Cniclly,"  fays  the  noble  Earl  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red, '*  Cruelly  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  treated  me,  I  feol  no 
difficulty  to  fay,  that  his  judgment  was  deceived  before  he  abandoned 
nics  dn  whatever,  ground  he  has  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  induced  to 
change  Ws  former  opinions  rcfpefting  the  politics  of  this  counxtfi 
and' die  characters  and  views  of  its  principal  perfonages,  he  did 
changjc  thofe  opinions ;  and,  in  confequence  of  that  change  alonei 
h»has  been  driven  to  confent  to  the  lucafurc  of  my  inftant  recal.'' 
M  \aft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  comes  forward,  aad 
tears  off  the  veil.    In  a  letter  addteifed  to  Earl  Fiti9william  he  tellf 
1^  openly  die  grounds  of  his  removal.     He  fays,  **  that  on  the 
idbjjoBt  of  arrangements,  he  felt  bound  to  adhere  to  thefe  fentiments, 
not  only  with  refpedt  to  Mr.  Beresibrd,'  but  to  the  lirie  of  conduct 
adopted  in  fo  many  inftances  towards  the  former  fupporters  of  G6^ 
vomment ;  by  thefe  fentiments  he  muft,  at  all  events,  be  guided^ 
ffom  a  rcg3rd  to  the  King's  fervice,  and  to  his  own  honour,  how- 
ever fincerely  he  might  lament  the  confequcnces  which  muft  arifc 
from  the  prefent  iituation.*'     Here  the  intcreft  of  the  Beresfbrd  fa^ 
nuly,  and  of  the  former  fupporters  of  Government,  is  held  out  a« 
dM  only  ground  of  diftcntion ;  the  queftion  of  the  Catholic  eman- 
cipadon  appears  to  be  a  mere  ftalkinghorfe  aflfumed  by  Miniders  for 
the  convenience  of  die  occafion,  while  at  the  fame  lime  every  hire* 
^^'V  ps^  on  the  fide  of  Miniders  was  reprefenting  the  conduct  o£ 
^  noble  Earl  on  that  queftion  as  a  fource  of  the  moil  ferious  alarm 
to  Minlfters,  and  as  prc^gnant  with  confequcnces  the  moft  mifchjiev- 
on  to  the  -country  in  which  it  was  agitated ;  confequcnces  which 
cooU^only  be  obviated  by  the  immediate  removal  of  the  noble  per- 
fcn  from  office.   .  All  the  ^rfiile,  fays  Earl  Fitiwilliam,  it  was  the 
«bjeft  of  the  right  honourable  g«Qtleinan  *^  not  to  flrengrhcn  Admi- 
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hiOratioti  by  an  acccffion  of  chara£^er,  bat  to  ddbafe,  degrade  and 
difgrace  that  charaftcr ;  he  did  riot  wifli  for  our  affiftancc,  but  know- 
ing the  importance  we  gave  to  the  fyftem  then  purfuing  rdaiivc  to 
France,  he  fnatched  at  the  opportunity,  and  made  tiiat  the  means 
of  difgracing  ourcharavfler^,  and  rendering  us  fit  for  no  other  fcr\-icc 
but  to  be  his  vile  tools  and  infirumcnts."     If  this  turns  out  to  h 
the  fadl,  a  fceneof  more  grofs  duplicity,  of  more  fcandalous  dupen*. 
was  never  exhibited  by  an  artful  and  Intrlgmng  Minifter  in  the  mat 
Credulous  or  corrupt  periods.     Here  then  was  a  virtual  durge,  anJ 
a  recrimination  upon  which  to  found  an  enquiry.     But  this  is  i.*^ 
all.      In  another  place,  to  which  the  etiquette  of  Parliament  does 
not  allow  me  more  particularly  to  allude,  a  noble  perfon  (LgM 
Wcftmorland)  came  forw-ard,  and  diilblving  all  the  regard  which 
had  been  fo  afFcdledlv  attached  to  the  oath  of  fecrccv  of  a  Cabinet- 
Miniftci',  faiJ  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  1  : 
Called  by  an  ordinary  and  coarfer  name  (wc  fuppofe  the  plain  appel- 
lation of  Mr.  Pitt),  had  affured  him,  "  That  Earl  FitxwilUam  Yad 
iio  authority  whatever  from  Minifters  in  this  country  for  taking  t>. 
fteps  which  he  had  done  on  die  Catholic  qucftion:" — nny,  he  went 
ferther,  iand  faid,  "  That  they  were  fteps  taken  not  only  witBrur 
their  authorit}-,  but  even  with  their  pofitive  difapprobation/'    Mr. 
Ponfonby,  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  in  Ireland,  broadly  flakes hii 
reputation,  <«  That  all  meafurfes  adopted  wi^  refpcft  to  the  Catlw 
lie  queftion,*  under  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  Fitzwiiliam,  vKtt 
taken  with  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  Cabinet  of  chiscountn." 
Here  then  we  have  the  charge,  the  deferice,  and  the  recrimination. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  will  the  Houfe  decline  to  go  into  an  en- 
quiry, on  a  tranfadion  which  involves  the  public  charaftcr  of  a  dil- 
tinguiflied  nobleman,  perhaps  the  difmemberment  of  the  empirr, 
and,  at  any  rate,  a  great  and  important  conftiturional  qucftion: 
Perhaps  it  was  the  intention. of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ^ 
degrade  the  chara6\cr  of  public  men  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.    It 
might  be  part  of  his  fyltem  to  dv^rr'ic  all  thofc  with  whom  he  a<f}<rA 
Where  now  arc  his  oricinul  fi-icnds  r  Tlic  degradation  of  hisnc^i 
allies,  he  niight  confider  as  the  beft  fecurity  for  their  future 'fuRXWt- 
He  might  feci  it  to  be  his  policy  to  degrade  others,  as  it  was  only 
from  the  degradation  of  others,  that  he  could  hinofelf  poffefs  pre- 
eminence.    This  fyflem  he  had  in  many  inftaildea  attempted  w 
pradifc,  though  in  all  he  had  not  been  equally  fuccefsiul.    The 
public  Voice  had  reverfcd  the  imperious  decree,  and  attached  to  a 
removal  from  office,  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  a  M' 
mcnt  vcr>'  different  from  that  of  difgrace.  Did  he  difgrace  the  Duke 
of  Lctds,  when  his  condutfl  was  too  ra(h  to  fuffcr  that  nobk  perfon 


A.  1795*  DEBATES.  353 

to  remain  in  Ac  Cabinct,^ — when,   to  the  immortal  honour  of  the 
noble  Secretary,  he  rcfufed  to  plunge  his  countr)'  into  a  war  with 
Ruflia  ?    Did  he  degrade,  though  the  attetnpt  was  made,  the  manly 
and  learned  Lord  (ThurloW)  who  held  the  feals,  when  he  difniiflcd 
him,  becaufc  he  would  not  lend  himfelf  to  fome 'dirty  job,  fomenew 
foTcft  bill  brought  in  by  fome  perfon  too  infignificant  to  remember 
by  nannc — fome  clerk  I  believe  of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  ? 
Was  any  prefumption  of  difgrace  to  be  formed  from  the  removal  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance  ?   Let  another 
perfon  (Mr.  Windham),  whom  I  have  feen  WTithing  and  agonizing, 
under  the  new  friendfhip  he  has  formed,  -during  the  whole  of  the  fcf- 
fivm: — Let  him  beware — perhaps  he  is  to  be  the  next  vidlim  of 
chicane  and  duplicity.     Here  it  may  be  proper  to  avert  to  the  un- 
happy (ituatioii  of  Ireland.     The  age  of  b^J^try  is  now  over ;  a 
diScrencc  of  religious  opinions  is  no  longer  confidcred  of  that  con- 
fequence  which  was  attached  to  it  by  the  miftaken  and  intolerant 
policy  of  former  times.  Of  four  millions  of  inhabitants  in  Ireland, 
three  and  a  half  are  eftimated  to  be  Catholics ;  let  us  recoiled  the 
advantages  we  derive  from  that  country,  with  refpeft  to  our  fleets 
and  armies,  and  then  Ciy,  whether  we  ought  to  refufc  to  fo'laige  a 
body  of  men  thofe  epjoymcnts,  to  which,  from  their  natural,  mo* 
ral  and  religious  rights,  they  have  the  moft  undoubted  claiips  ?  But 
not  only  have  thefe  common  privileges  been  refufed  under  former 
adminiftrations :  oppreflion  has  been  aggravated  by  infult ;  a  falla- 
cijus  hope  has  been  lately  held  out  to  them  of  relief,  and  they  arc 
now  to  be  driven  to  defpair.     They  are  now  diftindlly  told,  that 
they  are  not  to  look  for  any  redrefs,  and  at  what  moment  is  tl;is 
line  of  conduct,  adopted  to  this  numerous  and  aggrieved  body  of 
men  ?  At  the  moment  that  France  has  become  a  great  and  warlike 
nation,  and  is  likely  to  remain  warlike  for  ever :  do  Miniftry  fuppofc 
thatatfuch  a  moment,  they  may  fafely  venture  to  rejedt  the  juft 
claims  of  the  filler  kingdom ;  and  fpum  from  them  their  delegates, 
without  even  deigning  an  anfwer  to  their  rcmonftranocs  ?  Have  they 
fo  foon  foigot  the  example  afforded  by  America  on  a  fimilar  rejeftion 
of  her  cl;dms,  and  the  confequcnces  that  followed  from  the  con- 
temptuous treatment  of  Franklin.     Had  they  not  jilready  plunged 
the  nation  into  a  moft  difaftrous  war,  on  a  mere  point  of  etiquette, 
bcciufc  forfooth  their  pride  would  not  (loop  to  acknowledge  Chauvc- 
Un  as  the  Ambaffador  of  the  French  Republic  ?  •  The  language  of 
conciliation,  I  well  know,  is  not  pleafing  to  the  right  honourable 
gintlcman ;  but  I  will  frankly  tell  him,  that  if  it  is  not  adopted  in 
this  inftance,  that  he  may  perhaps  lofe  Ireland.     I  will  not  fay, 
4at  Ifcc  as  yet  any  infurrcdKcn  in  the  country  j  but  I  fee  a  fulky 
VpL.  XLI.  Z  z 
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and  fullen  fpiritof  difcontcnt,  which  may  ultimately  be  more  dan- 
gerous.  I  may  be  told  that  the  government  of  Earl  FitzwiUiam  is 
to  be  fuccccdcd  by  a  government  of  fenclbles,  and  that  five  men 
and  a  corporal  may  march  dirough  Ireland,  as  formcriy  it  was  faid 
thaf  a  regiment  of  cowards  mig}it  march  through  America,  wi(hc4it 
danger  or  moleftation. 

Such  boafts  may  indeed  be  made  in  the  infolence  of  long-cftaUifti- 
ed  and  unrefiftcd  power ;  but  the  Irifh  arc  a  brave  and  gencroui 
people,  tafy  to  I  e  led,  but  hard  to  be  driven.     The  confequcncc 
^f  fuch  foolirti  and  boaftful  language  may  be,  that  the  jewel  ot 
Ireland  may^be.torn  for  ever  from  the  Britifh  crown,  which  will 
then  only  retain,  as  a  fubftitute,  the  paltry  bauble  of  Corfica.  Cor- 
ruption, It  was  to  be  lamented,  had  in  former  times  cxifted  in  lie- 
Jand  to  a  very  great  &igrcc.     But  what  muft  we  think  of  the  Mini- 
fter,  wlio  attempted  to  make  corruption  the  cement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  preferred  the  interefts  of  a  junto,  to  tlie  welfare  of  a  na- 
tior\;  who  wiflicd  to  govern  through  families  of  monopolifts,  inHad 
of  teaching  the  countiy  to  look  to  their  common  Father,  and  fouglit 
to  cftablifh  his  authority  by  corruption  and  intrigue,    rather  than 
looking  for  its  fupport  in  the  affedion  and  confidence  of  the  pcq)lc ! 
Why  is  the  church  of  England  eftabliflifed,  but  bccaufc  it  is  the  re- 
ligion of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  what  danger  could 
arifc  to  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  from  a  participation  of  privileges 
with  their'Catholic  brethren?   Strange,  that,  when  Miniftcrs  might 
hold  Ireland  united  to  this  country  by  a  chain  of  iron,  they  (bodd 
prefer  to  hold  it  by  a  very  thread !  I  truft  that  I  (hall  not  to-day 
hear,  in  oppolkion  to  the  motion,    with  which  I  (hair  conclude, 
the  common-  place  topics  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  ncccf- 
fity  of  State  fccrccy,  t!\c  delicacy  of  the  tranfadtion,  and  the  danger 
of  any  expofure  of  corrcfpondencc  on  public  bufincfs.      If  this  veil 
of  State  fecrccy  is  always  to  be  obtruded  before  our  eyes,  there  is  an 
end  of  all  refponfibility  on  the  part  of  Minifters.     My  motion  viU 
not  go  to  command  the  whole  of  the  corrcfpondencc  of  Minilfcrs, 
but  only  fuch  parts  as  maV  be  fuffici^^nt  to  explain  tlic  tranfaflion, 
and  which  tliey,  no  doubt  will  take  care  to  garble  and  mutilate  in  the 
firft  inftance.      In  another  place  fomething  was  faid  about  tfie  Coro- 
nation Oath,  as  prcfentiug  an  obftaclc  to  the  meafure  of  Catholic 
emancipation:  but,  I  will  afk,  Has  His  Majcfty  violated  his  oath, 
by  the  Conftitution  granted  to  Quebec ;  by  the  cftabli(hmentof  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Corfica,  and  of  the  confequent  commu- 
nicalion  with  the  Pope,  whofe  Nuncio  was  avowedly  entertained  la 
tile  country  ?     Does  Corfica,  which  is  thus  cxclufivcly  (avouredi 
fupply  the  Britilh  nafy  with,  feamen,  orf^d  her  abfcntccs  tocnricb 
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England,    by  fpending  their  incomes  drained  from  her  opulence  or 
induftiy  ? 

Mr.  Jckyll  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  circumftanccs  of  tlic  t'lmcs, 
which  rendered  the  conduct  of  Minifters  towards  Ireland  particularly 
Impolitic  and  dangerous.'    The  country'  was  at  the  lowed  ebb  of 
mi«»fortunc,  and  fo  far  from  being  united  in  fcntiment,  that  a  war 
carried  on  with  approbation  of  a   majority  in  that  Houfc,  w-as  re- 
probated as  ruinous  by  the  great  body  of  the  people.   In  what  objcdl 
«.  f  their  policy  had  Minifters  fuccecded  ?     They  had  commenced  the 
war  in  order  to  deftroy  the  French  Republic — the  Republic  wasnpw 
ol^iblilhcd— In  order  to  fave  Brabant  to  the  Emperor,  and  Holland 
r  J  this  country — Both  were  loft,  and  not  only  loft  to  the  confede- 
tac)',  but  in  alliance  with  France.     The  Eaft  Indies  were  in  cir- 
cuniftances  of  danger.     The  Weft  Indies  exhibited  a  fcene  of  de- 
feat.    Was  this  the  moment  to  refufe  their  juft  rights  to  threcr 
fourths  of  a  great  people,  lo  alienate  their  airc6)ions,  apd  endanger 
thtir  allegiance  ?     He  ftiould  alfo  h^vc  expedled  that  a  Minifter 
^*ho  came  into  power  on  the  avowed  fyftcm  of  diminilhing  corrup- 
ticn  and  influence,  would  not  have  attempted  to  increafe  it  in  the 
manner  which  he  had  now  done.     Ten  yearis,  perhaps,  of  conti- 
nuance in  office,  might  have  caufed  confiderable  change  in  his  fen- 
tlmcnts — many  changes,  indeed,  had  been  obfcrvcd  in  him.     He 
had  come  into  Adminiftration  tcftifying  ftrong  difapprobation  of  coa- 
lition, yet  he  had  lately  formed  a  coalition,  not  as  might  be  con* 
ccivcd  for  the  purpofe  of  ftrengthening  Government  by  an  acccftion 
of  charafier.     No,  hefeduced  only  to  betray  and  difgrace,  formed 
a  coalition  only  to  degrade  the  characters  which  compofcd  it,  then, 
like  a  libertine  with  a  caft  roiftrefs, 

**  Whiflled  them  off,  and  let  them  down  the  wind 
•*  To  prey  at  fortune. 

He  finccrcly  hoped  that  the  Houfc,  in  the  cafe  before  them,  wouI4 
exert  their  cenforial  power,  which  had  been  veftcd  in  them  for  very 
^ife  purpofes.  He  was  of  opinion  that  changes  might  be  made, 
^thout  difgrace,  in  ordinary  and  common  cafes,  yet  that  in  no  great 
cifcs  could  a  change  be  made,  of  which  the  caufe  was  apparent  on 
the  face  of  it,  without  difgracing  in  fome  degree  the  perfon  difmiiTedf 
He  dioiig^  that  a  noble  Lord  (Hood)  then  in  his  place,  would  do 
well  to  demand  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  his  difmiflfion,  which 
he  confefled  he  thought  difgraceful.  l^vcn  under  the  miliury  law, 
which  was  by  much  the  worft  in  the  country,  a  common  fentinel 
iit!ght  demand  a  court-martial,  to  inquire  into  his  conduct  ^  yet  ^ 
inaa  in  one  of  the  highcit  ofHces  of  the  State  was  denied  commoi^ 
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juftioc.  Perhaps  the  noble  Admiral  himfclf  might  be  rcfufcd  an 
inquiry  if  he  fhould  demand  one.  As  to  any  danger  which  mi^t 
be  apprehended,  he  could  not  fee  how  any  was  to  arifc  from  what 
had  already  been  fo  much  difcuffed ;  except  a  danger  which  he  be- 
lieved was  t!ie  only  one  apprehended,  a  danger  to  thofe  who  wilhed 
to  veil  their  afticns  from  the  public  view,  bccaufe  they  were  confcious 
that  they  could  not  bear  infpedion.  As  to  the  delicacy  of  the  qucT- 
tipn,  he  confeffed  he  knew  of  no  delicacy  which  could  lead  to  the 
rcfufal  of  an  opportunity.of  clearing  the  charadlcr  of  an  effimablc 
inan  who  felt  his  reputation  injured.  If  Lord  fitzwiiliam  was 
really  guilty,  he  ought  to  be  accufed  and  ccnfured,  but  if,  faid  Mr. 
Jekyll,  the  Catholic  qucftioh  has  been  made  the  colourable  pretext 
of  the  removal  of  the  noble  Earl,  while  the  real  objeft  of  the  Mi- 
niftcr  has  been  to  degrade  his  charafler-— If  that  noble  peifon  lus 
been  vilely  calumniated  with  refpeft  to  his  public  conduA,  and  is  now 
refufed  the  inquiry  neceffary  fot  his  exculpation>  there  is  no  difgncc 
which  prefent  times  or  poftcrity  ought  not  to  heap  upon  the  head  of 
a  Miniftcr,  wlio,  while  bafe  enough  to  inflift  the  dcepcft  injury, 
has  at  the  fame  time  infolence  to  rejeft  every  demand  for  that  rc- 
drcfs,  due  to  the  wounded  feelings  and  infulted  charadler  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

Mr.  Jekyll  then  moved— 

"  That  an  humbla  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  diredt  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe  fuch  part  of  ihc  correfpondence  between  His  Majeftj-'s  Mini- 
ftcrs  and  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  re- 
lates to  the  motives  arid  grounds  of  his  rccal  from  the  Government 
of  the  faid  kingdom,  during  a  fcffion  of  Parliament,  in  which  the 
two  Houfcs  of  Parliament  had  voted  their  confidence  in  him,  and 
of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  with  a  munificence  unex- 
ampled, had  granted  fupplics  for  the  general  exigencies  of  the 
Srate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  fcconded  the  motion,  and  bore  am- 
ple teftimuiiy  to  the  honourable  charader  of  Earl  FitzwiHiam.  He 
thought  ah  inquiry  was  highly  ncceflkry  to  fatisfy  the  public  mmd 
upon  this  important  fubjcdi,  and  he  trufted  tl.at  inquiry  would  not 
be  refufed. 

The  motion  being  read, 

Mr.  POWyS  faid,  he  was  particularly  anxious  to  ddivtrhis 
fcntiments  upon  this  fubjc<a,  before  the  fpeech.of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman who*  fnadc  this  motion  (hould  make  that  imprcflion  which 
it  was  cal«vT;*t<^d  to  product,  and  excite  feelings  of  afperit)'  which 
r«iight  perhaps  picycnt.tlvc  Houfe  from  going  into  a  difcuffion  of  this 


A   1795.  DEBATES.  357 

jkind  with  pcrfeft  fairnefs.  He  begged  leave  to  put  it  to  the  Houfc, 
-whether  It  would  become  their  wifdom  to  entertain  a  motion  which 
muft  be  admitttcd  to  be  a  vehicle  of  general  inveftive  againft  His 
Majcfty's  prefent  Minifters.  What  advantage,  he  would  a(k, 
co»ild  be  derived  to  the  nation  at  large,  or  to  the  refpeftable  indi- 
vidual more  immediately  concerned^  from  the  inquiry  now  propof- 
cd  ?  With  regard  to  the  noble  Earl  who  was  thus  concem«d  in  this 
fubjcdl,  he  confeffed  he  could  not  fay  he  had  lived  in  any  habits  of 
confidence  or  fricndftiip  with  him,  but  he  had  known  him  long 
enough  both  in  public  and  private  life,  to  refpeft  him  highly.-— 
He  knew  the  aimablenefs  of  his  charadler  as  a  private  man— he 
knew  the  foundcfs  of  his  political  principles.  If  he  conceived  this 
inquiry  cffential  to  the  chara(Ser  of  that  noble  Earl,  he  ihould  not 
be  prevented  from  voting  for  it  by  any  confideration  whatever,  un- 
lefs  he  had  been  compelled  to  rcfufe  fuch  an  inquiry  from  a  fenfe  of  ^ 
his  public  duty.  He  objeflcd  to  this  inquiry,  becaufe  granting  it, 
would  imply  there  was  criminality  fomewhere.  Indeed  the  learned 
gendeman  who  made  the  motion  ftatcd  in  part  of  his  fpeech,  that 
criminality  had  been  imputed  by  Minifters  to  the  noble  Earl,  by 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  a61ed  on  the  fubjefl  of  his  recal.  It 
was  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  this,  that  he  objedled  to  the  modon. 
He  knew  that  the  noble  Earl  was  appointed  to  an  high  and  impor- 
tant Aation  undsr  the  Government  of  this  country.  That  appoint- 
ment met  with  the  general  approbation  both  of  Ireland  and  of  this 
country.  He  knew,  and  he  felt  that  very  (hortly  after  this  appoint- 
ment, a  fatal  difference  of  opinion  arofe  between  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  and  the  noble  Earl,  which  rendered  it  impofliblc  for  him 
to  continue,  confequently  he  returned.  He  was  far  from  ftating, 
that  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  pcrfon,  either  to  this  country  or  to  Ireland, 
was  not  a  very  ferious  thing  ;  but  he  muft  be  allowed  to  add,  that 
there  was  no  blame  imputed  or  imputable  to  the  noble  Earl.  Where 
had  he  been  blamed  ?  In  the  newfpapcrs  ?  Was  he  the  only  per-  . 
ion  who  had  beep  treated  with  fcurrility  by  them?  Adminiftration 
had  had  that  honour  as  well  as  die  noble  Eurl,  and  the  charge  brought 
againft  him  through  that  medium  the  noble  Earl  had  in  another 
place  boldly  ftood  forward,  and  called  for  accufation,  if  any  there 
was  againft  him.  What  was  the  anfwer  ?  That  there  was  no 
accufation  whatever  againft  him,  and  there  the  matter  refted.  A 
noble  Duke  chofe  to  ftand  forward  in  another  pLice,  and  to  call 
for  an  inquiry.  .  What  was  the  language  held  in  anfwer  to  that  ap- 
plicadon  by  His  Majefty^s  Minifters  t  Did  they  not  in  the  moft 
dear  terms  bear  teftimony  of  the  charadler  of  die  noble  Earl? 
What  £&rther  could  be  required^  ibr  really  the  noble  Earl  muft  now 


j 


35^  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

confidcr  himfclf  to  be  juflificd  ?  What  fort  of  juftification  oould  he 
receive  from  a  difcuflion  in  that  Houfe,  wi^  fuch  materials  asthnr 
ihould  have  before  them  ?  Now,  fuppofing  the  inquiry  to  be  gone 
into»  he  (hould  wi(h  to  a(k  what  was  t<^be  the  lefult  of  it ;  were  we 
to  look  to  the  rcinftatcmcnt  of  the  noble  Earl  ?  That  he  would 
dare  to  fay  would  not  app^  wife  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Eari  or 
of  the  Public,  Was  it  to  remove  His  Majefty's  prefent  Miniftcrs, 
who  had  been  the  authors  of  his  recal  ?— -Admitting  blame  to  he 
imputable  fome where,  that  blame  could  not  be  made  the  ground  of 
his  recal,  nor  fliould  it  be  a  ground,  perhaps,  of  removing  Mini- 
iters.  Another  objedion  occurred  to  him ;  and  he  would  ftate  k 
thus :— -Was  it  fDr  that  Houfe  to  pafs  judgement  on  the  piocecdings 
of  the  liAer  kingdom  ? — Was  it  a  matter  of  found  policy  for  that 
Houfe  to  diSate  an  opinion  on  the  L^flature  of  Ireland  ?  The 
learned  gentleman  had  dated  a  principle,  which,  if  true,  proved 
the  Coi^tution  c^  this  country  to  be  very  different  from  what  he 
ever  thot^ht  it.  He  had  dated,  that  every  man  who  was  lemoved 
from  any  office  under  Government  was  di^raced,  if  he  had  not  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct.  He  begged  leave  to  diffent  from  that  prin- 
ciple. If  every  perfon  thus  difmiflfed  was  to  be  confidered  as  ftig* 
matifcd,  there  would  be  a  wide  field  indeed  for  the  inquiry  of  that 
Houfe.  He  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  the  manner  in  which 
gentlemen  had  been  alluded  to,  who  had  lent  their  ailldance  in  Par- 
liament to  Adminidration.  If  diey  were  to  be  digmatifcd  as  defer- 
ters,  he  could  not  agree  in  the  appellation.  He  thought  that  the 
event  of  their  having  fo  joined  Adminidration  was  the  bed  part  of  our 
hidory.  He  thought  that  this  motion  was  calculated  to  difunite 
friends,  indead  of  being  fervlceable  to  the  country ;  but,  he  hoped, 
the  majority  of  the  Houfe  would  feel  they  were  engaged  in  a  different 
caufe.  They  liad  a  common  caufe  to  maintain,  and  that  was  of 
fupcrior  importance  to  this — fuperior  even  to  the  Unity  of  the  Em- 
pire itfelf.  In  that  caufe,  he  trudcd  he  might  look  upon  the  noble 
Earl  as  one  of  their  didinguidied  leaders.  He  truded  the  majority 
^ould  join  with  him.  In  endeavouring  to  heal  the  wound,  indead  of 
jncreafmg  it.  In  this  hope  and  expectation,  Mr.  Powys  declared, 
he  bad,  without  confultation  with  any  one,  formed  a  determination 
to  take  the  bed  deps,  which,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  taken,  to 
pafs  by  this  difcudion;  and  therefore  he  now  moved  the  order  of 
Che  day. 

The  quedion  for  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  from  the 
Cluir,      . 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  certainly  could  not,   like  his  learned  firicnd 
who  made  this  motion,  alledge  he  had  no  parucular  intimacy  or  ac* 
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[•rtintancc  widi  the  noble  Earl ;  he  could  not  pc^ibly  deny,  that, 
! trough  the  whole  of  hig  political  life,  he  had  a  fricndfliip  for  rfie  . 
.rble   Early  a  friendfliip  and  an  intimacy  in  private,    and,  until 
\:cW,   a  connexion  in  politiAl  afHiirs ;  a  friendihip  formed  on  fuch 
bads  that  no  difference  of  opinion  upon  any  fubjeft  could  entirely 
!o  away.     He  thought  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  and  he  expefted  to  be 
clieved  when  he  faid  that,  however  great  fiich  friendihip  might  be, 
t  could  not  warp  his  political  opinion,  nor  afFe(fl  his  political  con- 
i  j*;i  j  for,  however  plcafing  the  prcfervation  of  that  friendQiip  and 
ronnciflion  might  be,  he  had  never  fo  regarded  them  as  not  to  confider 
hem  inferior  to  the  confideration  of  his  public  duty,   againft  which 
ic  never  had  nor  (hould  place  anything  in  competition;  therefore, 
this  good  he  hoped  would  rcfult  to  him,  that  as  he  had  been  fo  un- 
rortunate  as  to  differ  from  that  noble  Earl  upon  political  topics,  the 
Public  would  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  adluated  by  pure  principles 
in  endeavouring  to  promote  the  inquiry  which  was  now'  propofed. 
1  his  inquiry  was  called  for  upon  two  grounds  which  were  diftindl 
from  each  other.     Firft,  with  regard  to  Earl  Fitzwiiliam  perfon« 
ally ;  fecondly,  with  regard  to  the  intereft  which  the  Public  had  iii 
the  inquiry.     The  firft  of  thcfe  was  certainly  the  Icaft  important; 
but  even  fuppofing  that  the  firft  was  the  only  ground,  he  was  of  opi- 
nlun  it  would  have  been  fufficient  to  call  upon  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe 
to  accede  to  the  prefcnt  motion.  He  faid,  he  could  not  go  the  length  of 
agreeing  entirely  with  his  learned  friend,  that  a  difmifllon  by  admi- 
nlftration  of  any  individual  muft  be  regarded  as  a  pcribnal  cenfure ; 
but  he  agreed  entirely  that  in  this  cafe  an  attempt  had  been  made  by 
His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  to  convey  fome  cenfure  on  the  charaSer  of 
the  noble  Earl,     He  allowed  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to 
difmifs  its  officers,  was  fuch  as  not  upon  all  occafionS  to  be  queftion- 
cd  ;  but  when  cxcrcifcd  in  an  extraordinary  manner  it  became  the 
duty  of  that  Houfe  to  inquire  into  that  exercife ;  and  although  he 
did  not  allow  that  every  difmiflal  conveyed  a  cenfure  upon  an  indi- 
vidual difmiflfed,  yet  he  could  not  go  die  lei^th  of  faying,  that  no 
circumflances  under  which  a  perfon  may  be  difmiffed  could  convey  a 
ftigma.     In  this  cafe,  he  believed,  the  common  fenfe  erf"  mankind 
was,  that  Miniftcrs  had,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  noble  Earl 
had  been  recalled,  attempted  to  caft  a  ftigroa  upon  his  charader. 
There  muft  be  one  of  two  reafons  for  the  difmiflal  of  the  noble 
Earl;  cither  that  he  exercifed  his  power  as  Lord  Lieutenarit  very 
improperly,   or  that  he  mifunc^erftood  his  inftru(9ions.    Some  ftrong 
rcafon  the  Public  muft  expedl  to  have  occafioned  his  recal,  fince^it 
was  a  circumftance  attended  by  great  public  inconvenience,  great 
public  rifque,  and  many  very  {^rong  remonftrances.     Lord  fki,* 
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wlHiam  tdid  us  that  he  vi-as  difmiiTeJy  not  from  mlfunderftandln^ 
his  inftniftions,  or  for  making  improper  ufc  of  his  power,  biit  for 
a6ting,  as  he  had  been  taught  to  think,  in  the  manner  which  was 
the  mod  agreeable  to  his  employers.  He  told  us  that  he  had  been 
difmiflfed  for  afting  in  direft  conformity  to  the  inflrudions  he  receiv- 
ed from  the  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain.  But,  if  what  had  been  de- 
clared in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  true,  he  afted  not  only  con- 
traiy  to  the  intentions  of  thofe  who  employed  him,  but  with  great 
imprudence  and  impropriety.  If  this  be  true,  he  was  gialty  of  a 
great  crime,  for  imprudence  in  a  charadler  of  fuch  eminence  was  a 
great  crime.  Here,  therefore.  Earl  Fitxwilliam  and  Mimrtcrs 
were  at  iffue.  The  parties  differed  upon  the  faft,  and  it  was  right 
for  the  Public  to  know  the  real  truA  between  them.  Earl  Fitz- 
william  underdood  his  recal  as  a  ftigma  on  his  chara6ier«  It  wa^ 
true,  that  the  aft  itfclf  might  or  might  not  be  a  ftigma,  becsufe  thit 
depended  on  the  circumftances  that  created  it.  But  furely,  in  the 
common  fcnfe  of  the  thing,  the  rccal  miift  be  deemed  a  difapprol^* 
tion  expreffed  by  the  cenfure  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  with  rcfpcd 
to  the  conduS  of  the  hoble  Earl,  and  that  too  of  the  mod  extraor- 
dinary kind.  Here  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  read  fome  parts  of  the 
letters  of  the  noble  Earl  upon  the  fubjeft,  wherein  he  dates  the  un- 
derdanding  between  him  and  the  Cabinet  upon  the  quedion  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics:  and  wherein  he  judides  himfelf  for 
the  part  he  had  taken  upon  that  fubjeft ;  Miniders  allcdged  there 
was  no  fuch  underdanding  between  them.  Now  the  quedion  for 
the  Houfe  to  inquire  into  was  this ;  was  the  datement  of  Earl  Fitz- 
wiljiam  true  or  falfe  ^  To  afcertain  this  was  the  objcft  of  the  prc- 
fent  motion ;  and  it  was  an  important  objcdt.  The  charaftcr  of 
the  noble  Earl  had  been  faid  to  be  unfuUied.  He  hoped,  he  trud- 
ed,  and  he  believed  it  was.  But  why  was  it  fo  ?  It  was  from  the 
impotence  of  his  enemies ;  for,  if  their  conduft  had  been  right,  the 
charafter  of  the  noble  Earl,  indead  of  being  unfuUied,  mud  hive 
been  higlily  criminal,  as  they  had  given  to  the  public  noore  than 
inflnifation  upon  that  fubje£l.  It  had  been  alled^d  alfo,  that  this 
motion  tended,  to  excite  animodties;  particularly  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  lad.  -  Hedifclaimed  all  ideas  of  exciting  ani- 
modty.  Many  of  the  parties  in  this  difpute  had  been  old  friends, 
and  while  he  was  a  friend  of  theirs,  he  faw  them  always  as  bro- 
thers. In  their  old  frienddiip  and  connection  he  witnefied  nothiiig 
but  honour,  confidence,  fnenddiip,  and  attachment.  It  was 
only  after  they  had  got  into  their  new  company,  that  they  iburtd 
difcord,  didrud,  ^nd  animodty.  Such  was  die  fate  of  their  new 
conncdlions.     Had  the  noble  Earl  continued  united  with  his  old 
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fricndsy  he  ^vould  not  have  been  brought  into  his  prcfcnt  difagree- 
ible  (ituation.     But  when  he  formed  his  new  connexions,  he  found 
he  had  gpt  into  a  family  conrapafl,  with  whofe  principles  it  was  im- 
[xjfliblc  for  him  to  agree.     The  corifequcnce  was,   that  the  parties 
cjiurrcUed,    and  bitterly  accufcd  each  other.     He  rcmertibered  the 
time  when  it  was  falhionablc  to  accufc  certain  gentlemen  of  having 
f  rmcd  a  political  conne6\ion,  which  was  fuppoicd  to  be  a  fpecies  of 
arirtocracy,    hoftilc  both  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,   and  the 
intcrcfts  of  the  people.  '  .He  always  thouginthat  f  bfcrvation  ridicu* 
I'.us  ;  but  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ever  any  real  ap- 
prchcnfions  of  the  danger  of  fuch  a  coalition,  he  had  a6>ed  wifely 
in  the  laft  ftep  he  had  taken  upon  that  fubjeft  ;  for,  by  entering  into 
a  coalition  himfelf  with  fome  branches  of  all  parties,  he  had  com- 
pletely dcftroycd  any  danger  from  them  all.     With  refpeft  to  the 
other  part  of  the  fubjedt,  which  he  owned  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  moft  important  one,  namely,  the  intercft  which  the  public  had  in 
this  enquiry,  he  muft  obferve,  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  For  what 
purpofc  was  this  fubject  to  be  difcuflcd  ?  that  the  public  had  a  right 
to  complete  information  as  to  thofe  perfons  whofe  condudl  had  cre- 
ated fuch  public  inconvenience.     If  mifchief  had  been  done,  if 
dai^cr  had  been  occalioned,  it  was  fitting  the  public  Ihould  know 
to  whom  it  was  owing ;  it  muft  be  owing  to  His  Majcfty's  Minlf- 
tcrs  or  the  noble  Earl.     Nothing  could  clear  up  that  point  but  the 
inquiry  propofed  in  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe.     Then  cer- 
tain gentlemen  came  with  a  covcrling  to  the  whole  fubje<3  ;  they  ob- 
pA  \  they  objefled  to  this  inquiry  becaufe  they  did  not  know  thai 
the  refult  might  not  be  that  of  removing  His  Majefty's  Minifters. 
Upon  this  he  owned  it  did  not  appear  to  htm  that  if  Minifters  (hould, 
upon  this  inquiry,  appear  to  deferve  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe,  they 
Ihould  therefore  neccffarily  be  removed. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  gone  fo  far  as  to 

&y,  that  even  if  it  appeared  to  him  Minifters  had  mifcondu^led 

themfelves,  he  (hould  not  vote  for  this  enquiry,  for  the  caufe  in 

vhich  they  were  engaged  was  more  important  than  even  the  union 

of  die  empire.    Now  he  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  marie  the  end  of  this, 

fcr  under  fuch  a  principle  no  enquiry  could  ever  take  place ;  the 

C3ufc  in  which  we  wer^  engaged,  according  to  this  doihine,  muft 

fapcrfcdc  every  other  fubjedi.     Let  the  Public  know  that  this  was 

^c  fort  of  anfwer  that  was  to  be  given  to  zl\  queftion^,  when  the 

^tviud  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  was  propofed  to  be  difcuflfed. 

If  this  was  to  be  really  the  pra<£lice  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  it 

^as  but  fair  for  tlie  Houfe  at  once  to  fay  fo,  inftead  of  betraying 

A:ir  conftituents,  by  pretending  to  hold  a  power  of  inquiring  int9 
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any  circumftances  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  fervants  of  die 
Crown.  It  would  be  better  and  more  honeft,  at  once  to  hf  thzx 
the  fun£Uons  of  Parliament  (hould  be  fufpended  until  the  end  of  the 
war,  than  to  lit  there  day  after  day  to  a£t  mockery  after  mockeiTy 
and  to  pretend  to  have  ^ny  idea  of  enquiring  into  any  dung«  the 
pofTibie  refult  of  which  might,  be  the  removal  of  the  King*s  Mini- 
iters.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the  dangers  of  fuch  inquiries  as 
thefe.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  greatefl  of  all  chngers  that 
could  poffibly  threaten  a  free  ftate,  was  that  of  Mimfters  bdr^ 
enabled  to  go  on,  without  cenfure,  with  any  plan  which  their  am- 
bition, folly,  or  madnefs  might  fuggcft ;  this  was  the  danger  which 
threatened  this  country ;  it  was  from  this  we  fuflfered,  were  now 
fufFering,  and  he  feared  were  ftill  doomed  to  fufFer  much  calamity, 
lie  would  fay,  that  the  imagination  of  man  could  not  conceive  any 
thing  more  injurious  to  the  true  interefts'of  this  country,  than  that 
of  refuting  an  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  Mlnifters  of  the 
CroWn,  merely  becaufe  fuch  inquiry  might  lead  to  their  removal. 
It  was  this,  as  he  had  before  flated,  had  brought  on  all  our  dif- 
afters.  He  would  afk  the  Houfe  to  look  at  the  (ituation  of  this 
country  in  the  year  1792,  and  to  compare  it  with  our  (ituation 
now,  and  then  to  tell  him  whetha:  they  thought  it  pofiible  for  dif- 
^trefs  to  have  been  more  dreadfully  accumulated  upon  us  by  any 
combination  of  misfortunes.  Let  us,  therefore^  rcfledl  upon  our 
lituation,  and  let  the  Houfe  adopt  the  old  pradicc  of  a  gcxxl  Houfc 
of  Commons,  entertain  its  conftitutional  jealoufy,  and  inftitutc  in- 
quiries independent  of  all  confiderations,  as  to  the  refult  leading  to 
a  removal  of  any  Admlnidration.  Here  Mr.  Fox  compared  the 
difmiilal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  with  the  refignation  and  ditmiOioin  uf 
Lord  Carlide,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Northington,  and  others,  anJ 
pointed  out  the  difierencc  between  this  and  all  of  them.  In  the 
cafes  of  all  thofe  noble  perfons,  the  difmiflfals  and  relignations  arofe 
in  confequence  ofthechangeof  Adminifhation,  and  tlierefbre,  thcr 
differed  entirely  from  the  prefcnt  cafe.  Some  perfons  might  perhaps 
obje<5t  to  this  motion,  as  the  very  words  of  it  conveyed  an  idea, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  fufFer  any  inquiry  whatever  to  take  place, 
as  it  ftated  circumftaiices,  which  went  to  infer  that  Ireland  was  in 
danger.  The  condud  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  certainly  very  dan- 
gerous. But  to  whom  was  it  dangerous  ?  To  the  people  of  Ireland  ? 
fiy  no  means.  It  was  dangerous  only  to  the  few  individuals  whofe 
plan  it  was  to  govern  Ireland  by  corruption :  it  yr2S  dangerous  to 
thci^  who  held  the  intereft  and  the  fentime^ts  of  the  people  of  that 
country  in  contempt,  and  therefore  the  caufe  of  the  removal  of  d\c 
noble  Earl  upon  diat  principle  was  eaGly  perceived.     The  noble 
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Earf  mras,  he  believed,  the  only  pcrfon  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
btain  the  applaufes  of  all  the  Catholics  and  Dlflehters  of  Ireland  ; 
he  only  pcrfon  who,  fince  the  acccffion  of  the  Houfc  of  Brunfwick, 
i:id  been  able  to  unite  all  parties  in  that  kingdom,  and  that,  cir- 
raxnftances,  perhaps^  to  His  Majcfty's  prefent  advifers,  was  a  fuf- 
knent  reafon  for  his  recal.    Here  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  a  (hort  hif- 
Ai/ty  of  h&s  with  regard  to  the  adminiftration  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  in 
f  rcland  ;  as  alfo  of  the  applications  which  were  made  to  the  Throne 
>y  dcl^ates  from  that  country  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  and 
maintained  the  right  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  this  country 
U2d  to  inflitute  inquiries  into  public  matters  which  related  to  the  in- 
ccrefts  of  both.     He  was  of  opinion,  that  what  had  been  allowed 
to  the  Catholics  in  that  country  and  in  this,  fo  far  as  it  went,  was 
highly  proper  j  but  that  while  there  was  any  diftinftion  made  be- 
tween them  and  the  Proteftants  with  regard  to  political  rights,  they 
would  ftill  continue  to  have  claims  upon  the  juftice  of  the  Legiila- 
rare.-— His  opinion,  indeed,  was  well  known  to  thofe  who  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  attend  to  him :  it  was,  that  at  all  times, 
in  all  countries,  and  upon  all  occalions,  there  (hould  be  no  diftinc- 
tions  in  political  rights,  on  account  of  religious  opinions.      He 
thought  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were,  generally  fpeaking, 
worthy  of  attention.     But  when  prejudices  bent  againft  the  general 
principles  of  toleration,  he  did  not  think  them  entitled  to  much  re- 
fpea.     What  was  the  cafe  in  Ireland  when  Lord  Fitiwilliam  be- 
came Lord  Lieutenant  ?  When  he  arrived  in  Ireland,  he  found 
the  Prote(hnts  fo  far  from  having  any  alarm  at  the  idea  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  that  they  all  wifhed  for  it ;  even 
n^'hen  his  recal  was  known  to  be  about  to  take  place,  there  was  only 
one  place  in  the  whole  kingdom  where  alarm  was  aftcdcd  to  be  felt, 
in  confcquence  of  the  plan  propofcd  in  favour  of  the  Catholics ; 
and  even  there  the  vote  upon  that  occafion  was  carried  by  a  fmall 
majority,  and  therefore  it  was  demondrable,  that  the  almoft  unani- 
mous wifh  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  was  for  the  entire  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics.     Nor  was  this  wonderful,  for  the  people  of  Ire- 
land had  fcnfe  enough  to  di(lingui(h  between  the  efFedls  of  flavery 
and  emancipation.     It  wasfaid  that  no  man  could  vn(h  to  fee,  under 
the  prefent  circumfiances.  Lord  F'itzwilliam  reftorcd  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.     That  the  noble  Earl,  confidering  his  recent  ex- 
perience, would  be  very  willing  to  hazard  again  his  comfort,  his 
chander,  his  reputation,  under  the  controul  of  thofe  who  had  al- 
ready betrayed  him,  was  very  doubtful ;  but  he  confeffed,  from 
vhal  he  knew  of  the  difpofition  of  that  Nobleman,  he  would  be  as 
ready  to  {acrifice  every  thing  that  related  to  his  own  cafe  for  the 
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public  goody  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom ;  but  yet  he  thought, 
after  vhat  had  already  happened^^  he  mud  hedtate  a  good  deal  bcfoi? 
he  would  fay,  I  am  ready  to  go  to  Ireland  during  the  continuatictr  o{ 
the  prefent  Adminiftration.  .Such  an- event  would  certainly  be  dxr- 
iirable,  for  the  noble  Earl  .was  popular  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom, which  was  evident  from  the  addreffcs  of  all  conlidcrabletown^, 
from.Belfaft  to  Cork,  and  alfo  from  what  had  paffed  in  the  city  ot 

»  Dublin.  To  pleafe  every  man  was  impoflible,  but  Lord  Fitiwii- 
liam  had  pleafed  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  and  the  Ho'jfc  <-{ 
Commons,  who  had  granted,^  during  his  adminiftration,  fupjlL^ 
that  were  unparalleled  in  extent.  He  had  pleafed  the  Catholic* '  * 
Ireland  and  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland.  He  had  appointed  a  learned. 
reverend,  and  pious  Prelate  (to  whofc  charader  Mr.  Fox  bore  ttvd- 
mony  of  efteem  in  the  moft  handfome  terms)  to  the  primacy  nf  'J.c 
country  in  the  moft  dirmtcrcftcd  manner.  The  noble  Earl,  In(h(.>rt, 
had  pleafed  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  Irchnd,  but  he  had  difplczfcd 
two  or  three  individuals,  Mr.  Bercsford  and  others. — Thus  wl^.ii 
the  people  of  Irdland  were  put  into  one  fcale,  and  Mr.  Bercsil-^l 
and  a  few  individuals  into  the  other — the  people,  with  all  tl.tir 

'  weight,  flew  up,  and  the  intcreft  of  Mr.  Berestord  prcpondcni:cd. 
When  this  fubjefl  had  been  mentioned  by  him  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  and  whenhe  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  an  inquiry*  (hculJ 
be  inftituted,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aflertcd  that  Us 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs  had  done  nothing  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  f'T 
which  blame  was  imputable  to  them,  and  that  it  would  fo  appear 
when  an  inquir}'  (hould  take  place.  This,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  convin- 
ced him  the  moment  he  heard  it  uttered,  that  no  inquiry  would  ever 
be  confcnted  to  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  for  it  w.is 
their  conftant  pra6lice  whenever  charged  boldly,  to  alfert  they  wcr: 
not  guilty,  that  th^  were  ready  to  prove  it  whenever  an  inquiry 
fliould  take  place,  and  when  afterwards  that  inquiry  was  propofv-d, 
to  refufc  to  grant  it.  Of  this  they  gave  a  fpecimen,  wlK^n  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treafury  had  been  called  upon  to  account  for  hiscon- 
dudV,  in  a  cafe  whicli  had  been  inveftigatcd  in  a  court  of  juilice. 
He  therefore  would  continue  to  fay,  that  if  this  inquiry  be  entered 
into,  to  ufc  a  phrafc  which  had  been  applied  upon  another  occafion, 
the  Minifter  and  his  troops  would  be  found  to  be  covered  with  no- 
thing but  filthy  dowlas.     He  owned  it  appeared  to  him  impoflible 

.  upon  any  principle  of  integrity  to  refufe  entering  into  this  inquin*. 
faSs  were  alledged  on  one  fide,  and,  if  not  contradidted,  were  cer- 
tainly not  admitted  on  the  other ;  and  therefore,  as  thefubjcftvras 
important,  that  was  fufficient  ground  for  an  inquiry.  Lord  Fit?.- 
william  alledged^  that  Adminiftratipn  had  deceived  him  t  he  laid  fo 
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in  plain  words:  there  might  be  fomc  paflion  mixed  wich  his  narra- 
tive—liow  could  it  be  othcrwifc  ? — Where  was  the  man,  who,  un- 
der fuch  circumftnnccs,  would  be  totally  free  from  paflion?   But, 
after    making  all  allowances  upon  that  head,  it  mud  be  admitted, 
that  the  fai^s  allcdgcd  by  th*;  noble  Earl,  anJ  not  admitted  by  his 
oj>poncnts,  ^vcre  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  demand  jnquiry  in  that 
Houfc.      The  noble  Earl  allcdgcd,  it  was  nor  in  reality  his  dif- 
xniiTUl    of  Mr.    Beresford  that  was  the  caufc  of  his  difaCTcemcnt 
with  His  Majcfty  s  miniftcrs  ;  that  the  real  caufe  of  his  recal  was, 
the  determination  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  E:;chcquer  to  ruin  his 
reputation  as  a  politician,  and,  with  it,  to  ruin  the  reputation,  and 
finally  to  get  rid  of,  the  whole  of  his  new  federates,  whofe  charaftcr 
miglit  (land  in  the  way  of  any  of  his  meafurcs.      Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  fay  wJiat  were  the  n^otives  of  the  Ml nifter  which 
led  to  the  conduS  he  obfcrved  up'jn  th.at  occafion.     He  fhould  not 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  'of  the  fads :  but  this  he  would  fay,  it 
\*'as  cflential  for  the  Public  to  know  the  wliolc  truth  upon  that  fub- 
jc5l.      He  had  heard,  as  had  been  alleged  to  night  by  his  learned 
friend  who .  made    this  moti(m,   that,   in  another  place,  there  had 
been  a  very  fair  nnji  fnink  dcclarntiDn,  that  upon  application  being 
made  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,   to  l;now  his  /entiments 
on  the  conduct  (jf  Earl  Fitz\villiam»  th:it  he  explicitly  difavowedthe 
whole  of  it.      Now  Earl  Fitz-williani  infilled  that  with  that  very 
?vli  nifter  he  had  convcrfcd  upon  that  fubjcft,  that  he  had  communi- 
cated his  fcntiincnts  to  that  Minillcr,  had  ftatcd  his  intentions  to 
him,  all  of  which  he  exprefsly  approved.      Upon  fuch  a  difference 
of  affertion,  he  would  a(k  that  Iloufe,  was  it  or  was  it  not  fitting 
that  they  fhould  inquire,  and  be  fit^sficd  how  the  fa(?ls  flood  ?  He 
might  think  that  the  removal  of  Mr.  Beresford  was  not  an  event  in 
itfelf  of  great  importance  ;  but  v.  hen  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Beresford 
was  put  in  competition  with  the  united  wifties  and  the  common  in- 
tcreft  of  the  whole  people  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Beresford  rofe  into  great 
and  (hiking  importance,  and  in  that  view  the  circumflances  became 
worthy  of  the  inquir)'  of  that  Houfe.      Here  Mr.   Fox  took  notice 
of  fomc  difputes  which  commenced  in  October  laft,  between  the 
two  parties  of  Adminiftration  ;  he  fpoke,  he  faid,  from  public  ru- 
mour only,  having  no  fpecific  knowledge  on  the  fad.      From  that 
rumour  he  underftood  a  plan  was  in  agitation  to  fever  the  whole  of 
the  new  Adminiftration  from  the  old,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
were  any  pcrfons  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjc<5V, 
who  doubted  the  truth  of  that  rumour.     He  certainly  lamented 
that  any  of  his  old  friends  had  joined  the  prcfent  Adminiftration, 
or  had  formed  any  connexion  with  them ;  but  he  was  ready  ftill  to 
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regard  tlieir  charadlers  with  tendemefs,  and  therefore  he  wiihed  to 
fupport  every  inquiry  that  was  ncceffary  to  vindicate  their  honour. 
That  Lord  Fitzwilliam  (hould  havepurfucd  the  meafureshe  did  in 
Ireland,  was  perfedtiy  natural.     Long  before  that  Nobleman  be- 
came the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  country,  he  had  ccafed  toconverfc 
with  him  upon  political  fubjcdls,  becaufe  he  knew  they  diBfcrcd, 
but  yet  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied  of  the  courfe  which  tlic  noble  Earl 
would  take  during  his  Adminiftration  in  Ireland.     It  was  as  natu- 
ral to  cxpeft  that  he  (hould  have  piirfued  the  plan  he  did,  as  that  if 
he  were  to  be  Minifter  to-morrow  it  would  be  natural  to  c^pcft  he 
would  make  fome  attempt  to  negoclate  with  France.     It  ijpas  faJ<i 
when  Earl  Pltzwilliam  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irdand, 
there  would  be  an  end  of  the  old  fyftem  of  government,  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Beresfords,  and  there  would  of  courfe, be  a  com{^ete 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics.     Therefore,  it  was  extraordinair 
to  afiedt  furprife  at  the  part  which  Lord  Fitzwilliam  took  uport  that 
occafion.     There  was  fomething  extremely  Angular  in  the  manner 
in  wiiich  fome  gentlemen  affected  to  fay  that  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitz^ 
William  from  the  ofEce  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  no  inii- 
nuation  by  Minifters  againft  his  chara<Ster ;  and  yet  that  dicfe  gen- 
tlemen fliould  infift  upon  it  that  the  difmiflfal  rf  Mr.  Beresford  by 
the  noble  Earl  was  a  dirc6t  attack  upon  his  character.     Now  he 
wifhcd  to  know  which  of  the  two  events  was  the  more  important  r 
Had  Mr.  Beresford  been  difmlffed  for  ever,  did  the  Houfe  believe 
that  there  would  have  been  an  addrefs  and  remonftrance  from  die 
Catholics  in  confcquence  of  that  event  ?  Tlie  truth  was,  that  facts 
fpoke  for  thcmfelvcs  too  plainly  in  this  cafe.      Lord  Fitzwilliam 
was  popular  in  Ireland ;  but  popularity  with  the  people  was  one 
thing,  popularity  in  the  King's  Cabinet  another. 

After  having  exhaufted  all  their  fliifts  upon  this  fubjedt,  the  King  s 
Minifters  found  out  by  accident,  that  to  give  complete  emancipa- 
tion to  the  Catholics  was  a  thing  dangerous  in  fome  degree  to  the 
King's  coronation  oath.  This  was  a,  fort  of  objection  which  it  was 
very  difficult  to  ftate  gravely ;  and  when  he  faw  men  of  fcnfc  at- 
tempting to  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  argument,  he  v«'as  led  to  conclude 
that  it  was  adopted  merely  as  an  evafion  ;  for  furely,  when  men 
capable  of  forming  a  juft  opinion  upon  things,  afligncd  a  reafon 
which  could  not  be  ftated  to  diildren  without  exciting  their  ridicule, 
the  real  reafon  muft  be  fuch  as  did  not  fuit  their  characters  to  dif- 
clofe.  The  reverend,  the  learned,  and  the  pious  Prelate,  to  whom 
he  had  already  alluded  (Archbifhop  Newcome),  and  whofe  pravincc 
it  was  to  guard  againft  any  dangerous  innovation  in  rel^on,  had 
been  able  to  difcover  none  of  this  alarming  hoftility  to  the  King's 
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ccronadon  oath,  nOr  had  any  of  the  people  of  Ireland  or  of  England 
in  themeafure  of  the  Catholic  emancipation.  But  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Ac  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  piety,  and  thetr  zeal  for  the  due  obfcrvance  of  religious  rites 
ind  ceremonies,  forfooth,  had  lately  made  this  difcovery. 

The  next  point   to  be  confidcred,  was  the  opinion  which  the 
mafs  of  the  people  of  a  country  entertained  of  the  Government  under 
which  they  lived.     He  knew  there  were  fome  who  aSefled  to  dc- 
fplfc  that  idea,  but  they  were  weak,  (hallow,  miferable  politicians. 
He  knew  that  Ireland  was  in  that  refpcft  in  a  very  dangerous  con- 
dition*     It  was  cflential  to  the  welfare  of  a  country  that  the  com- 
mon people  ftiould  have  a  veneration  for  its  laws.     This  was  by 
m  means   the  cafe  in  Ireland  ;  and  why  ?    Becaufe  the  law  was 
tacic  regarded  as  an  inftrument  of  oppreflion,  and  aff  having  been 
made  upon  a  principle  of  pitiful  monopoly,  and  not  for  the  general 
protctaion,  welfare,  and  happinefs  of  the  mafs  of  the  people.     It 
\vas  too  common  there  for  the  lower  clafs  of  the  pcoplfe  to  refift 
the  execution  of  the  laws.     Theft  itfelf  was  not  regarded  by  them 
^th  the  feme  abhorrence  as  with  us«      Indeed,  if  we  would  have 
^hc  mafs  of  mankind  regard  our  laws  with  veneration,  we  muft 
make  them  feel  the  benefits  of  them ;  (hew   them  that  they  are 
equal,  and  alike  adminiftcred  to  all  without  diftinftion.     It  \iras 
this  principle  which  made  the  laws  of  England  fo  much  the  objeft 
<>f  our  admiration ;  it  was  this  which  made  the  people  parties,  as 
it  were,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  for  when  any  one  infringed 
them,  a  profecution  agalnft  him  was  generally  a  popular  meafurc. 
\Vhat  he  faid  with  regard  to  laws,  was  alfo  applicable  to  religion. 
He  would  have  religious  toleration  as  equal  as  the  laws  of  England, 
and  that  all  men  fliould  be  eftimatcd  in  focicty  by  their  morals,  and 
not  by  the  mode  of  religious  worfhip.     To  root  out  prejudices  al- 
together was  not  a  thing  to  be  accomplidied  at  once ;  but  it  was  a 
thing  to  be  attempted,  and  every  ftep  towards  it  would  be  an  ad- 
rantagc  to  the  country.     Such  was  the  plan  of  Earl  FitzwilUam, 
which,  inftcad  of  bei:ig  aided,  as   it  ought,  was  thwarted  by  the 
fncafurcs  of  our  Minifters.  .  They  had  renewed  the  old  plan  of  cor- 
wption,  which  had  made  the  Government  of  that  country  odious  ; 
this  was  too  well  authenticated   to  be  doubted :  it  had  been  (hted 
publicly  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  there,  by  a  gentleman  whofe  ta- 
lents were  highly  eminent,  and   for  whom,  norwithftanding  fome 
little  differences  upon  political  fubjefts,  he  had  a  high  eftcem,  (the 
celebrated  Mr.  Grattanj ;  that  gentleman  had  ftatcd  that  Peerages 
Ji  Ireland,  inftead  of  being  a  matter  of  honour,  were  an  article  of 
f^c ;  that  they  were  purchafed  from  the  corruption  of  feats  in  the 
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Houfc  of  Commons.     He  had  heard  much  of  the  Influence  of  tk 
Crown  in  this  country.      He  believed  it  to  be  as  great  as  it  wasc>'CT 
fiated  to  be.     But  in  Ireland  corruption  had  been  publicly  avowed 
and  a£led  upon.     Such  a  Government  muft  certainly  be  in  a  vci)' 
decrepit  ftate,  and  therefore  any  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
was  highly  ncceffar)^     What,  then,,  were  we  to  think  of  M iniftcn, 
who  held  out  an  encouragement  at  one  time  for  fuch  a  plan,  and 
afterwards  recalled  a  Lord  Lieutenant  for  attempting  to  cany  it  inro 
execution  !     The  queftion,    therefore,  refted  upon  the  caufe,  and 
the  manner  of  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  and  upon  that  fub- 
jedt  it  was  impoffible  fairly  to  pafs  by  the  conduA  of  His  Majcfty> 
MIniAcrs,  without  inquiry.     He  had  heard  much  faid  of  the  dan- 
ger of  inveftigating  this  bufinefs :  danger,  he  admitted,  there  was, 
not  from  an  inquir}',  but  from  abftaining  from  invcftigation.     He 
had  heard  alfo  a  good  deal  faid  about  the  honour  of  His  MajefK  s 
Minifters.      Upon  that  topic  he  was  not  concerned  ;  they  would  de- 
fend their  own  honour,  and  deal  with  it  as  they  might  think  bcft. 
Earl  Ficzwilliam  defired  only  an  Invcftigation  of  fafts  ;  in  which, 
he  faid,  his  honour  was  concerned,  and  alfo  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  imported  the  Houfe  to  inftitutc  the 
inquiry.     He  knew,  indeed,  that  if  Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  adopted 
the  plan  which  others  had  fct  for  him,  he  mi^t  long  fince  have 
been  very  eafy  ;  he  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  accepting  a 
good  place ;  Minifters  would  have  faid,  "  It  is  true  you  have  ut- 
tered fome  hard  fentences  againft  us,  but  how  we  arc  good  friends ; 
every  thing  is  undcrftood  between  us."     But  the  truth  was,  my 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  did  not  enter  into  what  is  called  the  fpirit  of  the 
prefent  Adminiftration,  that  is  to  fay,  he  did  not  facrificc  his  cha- 
radlcr,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  himfelf  upon  an  cqualit}*  with 
them.     He  had,  tliank  God,  not  entered  into  that  fpirit :  he  faid 
thank  God,  for  no  political  difference  of  opinion  ever  had,  or  ever 
ihould,  deftroy  his  fricndlhip  for  that  noble  perfoh.     Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  had  a&cd  honourably ;  he  called  for  inquirj' ;  he  ftated  his 
claim  to  it ;  he  had  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  jufticc  of  that  Houfc  i 
his  honour  was  in  their  hands,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  grant  him 
an  inquiry.     Should  the  Houfe  refufe   it,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  knew 
not  among  the  various  names  that  have  been  given  to  various  Par- 
liaments, what  name  to  give  to  the  prefent  Parliament ;  it  certainly 
was  not  an  inquifitive  Parliament.     They  had  feen  large  fubfidics 
granted,  and  they  had  not  inquired  into   the  fcrvices  performed ; 
they  had  known  alliances  entered  into,  and  our  allies  after%vards  de- 
fert  us,  and  they  had  not  inquired  for  what  reafon ;  they  had  fccn 
our  armies  defeated,  and  they  had  not  inquired  into  the  caufcs  of 
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fuch  fakilure&  ;  they  had  fecn  this  empire  ven'  nearly  ruined  by  the 
c^nulu^l  of  the  King's  MiniAers,  and  they  had  continued  their  con- 
fKlence  in  fuch  Minifters.  It  was  for  want  of  inquiry  we  had  been 
broi^ht  into  our  prcfcnt  calamitous  fituation.  Knowing  this,  he 
nvjft  leave  it  now  to  die  wifdom  of  the  Houfc  to  rcfledl  on  the  con- 
r^ucnces  of  continuing  to  refufe  inquiries  into  fubjcdh  in  which  the 
profpcritT  and  happinefs  of  this  and  thcfiftcr  kingdom  were  fo  deeply 
involved. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  whatever  cffedl  might  be  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  fome,  by  the  efforts  of  the  honourable  gentlc- 
mm  who  made  the  motion,  and  thofe  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
t^cTTian  -who  followed  him,  to  perfuade  the  Koufc  and  the  Public  that 
Hl^  Majefly's  Minifters  wiflied  to  avoid  the  propofed  inquiry  from 
a  contpioufnefs  of  mifconduft,  he  was  almoft  confident  that  he  fhould 
Jnvc  the  fenfc  of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  with  him  in  the  part  he 
propofed  to  take.      Feeling  as  he  muft  feel,  what 'the  ftrift  line  of 
H$  duty  was  .as  a  Mqnber  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  ftill  more 
f«rticularly  as  a  Member  of  the  Executive  Government,  he  was 
Convinced  that  he  ftiould  betray  th.it  Government,    if  he  agreed  to 
pve  a  verbal  explanation  of  the  fubjedl  in  hand,  when  it  could  only, 
trom  its  nature,  be  effectually  known  by  a   thorough  inveftigation 
iif  the  whole  of  the  correfpondence  M'hich  took  place  during  the 
time  of   Lord  Fitz William's  rcfidcnce  in   Ireland;  a  propofal  for 
which,  he  averred,  could  not  proceed  from  fubi^antial  purpofes  of 
found  policy,  or  from  any  well-grounded  fcnfc  of  public  expediency 
or  private  jufticc.      Whatever  the  view  of  the  motion  might  be, 
whether  it  was  injuftice  to  Lord  Fitiwilliam,  or  to  thofe  who  com- 
jt/cJ  the  Executive  Government — Whether  it  was  the  welfare  of 
the  B^tifti  Empire  at  large,  or  the  benefit  of  the  Iri(h  nation— or 
to  difcufs  and  take  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  on  topics  depending 
bcfi)re  the  independent  Lcgiflature  of  Ireland,  it  was  impoTible  to 
enter  upon  it  at  all  to  any  effect,  without  going  at  large  into  a  com- 
J^ctc  inveftigation  of  the  whole  — And  whether  the  Houfe  would 
agree  to  take  a  ftcp  at  once  fo  indelicate  and  dangerous,  as  to  open 
the  fccret  tranfactions  of  Government,  and  touch  the  vital  parts  of 
the  Britifh  Empire,  by  probing  every  little  unimportant  wound  to 
itsutmoft  extent,  was  a  queftion  that  he  would  not  infult  their  pa- 
triotifm  or  tlieir  wifdom  by  confidcring  as  at  all  dubious.      If  an  in- 
q^riry,  however,  was  to  take  place,  it  could  be  properly  done  only 
by  application  to  the  Throne,  and  not  inquifition  of  the  confidential 
fcrvants  of  His  Majefty,  who  were  withheld  by  the  very  nature  of 
^ir office  from, the  promulgation  of  the  fecrets  of  the  Cabinet; 
^he  affured  the  Houfe,  that  whatever  advantage  might  be  mide 
Vol.  XLI.  3  B 
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of  his  filence,  or  however  the  ingenuity  of  gpndemen  nugjht  turn  it 
to  the  purpofes  of  bold  prefumption  and  invedive,  he  was  too  well 
ufed  to  fuch  treatment  not  to  facrifice  the  (irft  feelings  of  his  temper 
to  the  deliberate  fenfe  of  his  duty.     He  could  well  bear  the  uncouth 
ebulicions  bf  intemperance  and  acrimony,  and  condemn  the  giofs 
mifreprefentations  of  hiscondu^t,  which  he  was  fo  much  in  the  ha- 
bit of  hearing  from  the  other  fide,  becaufe  he  entertained  a  well- 
founded  hope  of  receiving  a   fair  and  candid  judgement  from  fhc 
Public,  and  had,  at  all  events,  an  ample  refom-ce  for  tranquillhy 
in  the  confcious  integrity  of  his  own  mind.     He  did  not,  he  faid, 
want  the  candid ^nd  falutary  advice  given  to  him  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Powys,)  not  to  be  betrayed  into  warmth  by  the 
very  provoking  and  unmerited  exprcflions  which  fell  from  the  other 
fide,  ibr  he  had  been,  antecedent  to  that  advice,  determined  not  to 
enter  into  any  particular  verbal  explanation — and  in  the  fpirii  of 
that  determination  he  would  neither  admit  nor  deny,  the  f«4<3s  or  in- 
ferences fo  loofely  charged,  but  ftate  to  the  Houfe  what  he  conceiv- 
ed to  be  the  general  principle  which  governed  the  cafe,  and  wfnVh 
,  he  was  convinced  would  lead  to  the  conclufion  of  rej<r£ling  the  mo- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  found  policy  and  public  fafety.      Ha\irig 
faid  fo  mpch,  he  would  take  up  no  more  of  the"  time  of  the  Houfc 
with  preliminary  matter,  but  proceed  to  the  points  of  the  qucAion  as 
they  arofe  from  the  ftatements  on  the  other  fide — and  as  to  the  af- 
fcrtion  that  no  prerogative  could  bar  tlie  inquifitorial  fund^ions  uf 
that  Houfe,  he  would  admit  it  under  fome  qualifications.      No  part 
of  the  King's  prerogative  was  more  peculiarly  ncceffary  to  the  exift- 
cnce  of  Government,  the  facility  of  its  operation,  and  the  fecurit>' 
of  that  countr)'  for  wliich  fuch  Government  is  formed,    than  the 
power  of  nominating  and  difmifiing  his  fervants,   without  afligning 
any  caufc ;  yet  he  would  not  fay,  that  even  this,  in  a  cafe  propcily 
made  out,  might  not  come  before  the  Houfe  as  matter  of  inquiry. 
That  this  power  of  feleflion  or  rejedJion  without  afiigning  caufc, 
vefted  in  the  Crown,  and  was  an  indifputable  part  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  he  would  not  weary  the  Houfe  by  dcmonftrating ;  and  that 
the  mod  perfeS  confidence  of  each  other  (not  confidence  of  moral 
opinion,  but  confidence  of  having  the  fame  views,  and  a  concur- 
rence of  opinion  on  the  political  meafures  to  be  purfued  by  all) 
(bould  fubfiff  between  the  various  Member^  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, as  the  means  which  could  alone  enable  them  to  condu^ 
to  advantage  tlie  public  concerns,   was  equally  obvious.     If  then 
motions  of  this  kind  were  to  be  granted,  and  inquiries  of  the  nature 
it  fought  were  fet  on  foot,  this  great  and  falutary  provifion  of  the 
ConfUtution  was  deftroyed  at  once.     Before  an  expaiment  fo  ha- 
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xaidous  could  be  attempted,  a  fpecial  cafe  (hould  be  made  out  of  po« 
fitivc  danger — or  public  mifcondu£l  or  delinquency,  none  of  which 
at  all  appeared  in  the  prcfent  inftance  ;  for  he  called  on  the  Houfe 
to  reoolledt  "what  were  die  grounds  offered  to  them  to  joftify  the  in- 
quiry. They  confided  of  two  points — The  firft  was,  juftice  to 
Lord  Fitzivilliam — The  fecond,  that  an  inquiry  was  neceffary  to 
the  public  intcreft — Both  thofe  he  would  confider  in  their  turn. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  whole  of  it,  he  faid,   moved  on  a  mere 
groundlcfs    aflfumption,    that  the  rccal  of'  Lord  Fit^william  irom 
the  Government  of  Ireland  implied  a  charge  againft  him.     But 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  infiftcd 
that  the  removal  of  the  fer^ants  of  the  Crown  from  their  places 
implied  fuch  a  charge ;  the  right '  honourable  gentleman  who  fol- 
lowed him  did  not  contend  for  the  principle  to  that  extent ;  and 
indeed  if  that  were  fa,  there  was  an  end  to  the  pofition  already  laid 
down ;  that  the  fafety  of  the  realm  depended  on  the  conftitution&l 
n^t  of  the  Crown  to  nominate  and  difiirifs  its  fervants  at  plcafure» 
and  there  would  be  a  neceflSty  to  inquire  into  the  caufe   of  every 
difnuflal.     The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  could  not  but  fee  how 
very  prolific  a  fource  of  inquiry  there  would  be,  from  the  mention 
whidi  had  been  even  that  night  made  of  the  noble  Admiral  (Lord 
Hood),  and  he  would  be  able  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  expedi^ 
ency  of  fuch  inquiries,  and  decide  more  juftiy  upon  that  right,  when 
he  recoUedled  that  the  gallant  Lord  Rodney,  in  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  and  critical  period  of  a  very  ruinous  and  exhaufttng  war,  and 
in  the  very  moment  of  victory,  was  recalled  by  the  Minifter  of  that 
day,  without  any  caufe  afligned,  and  no  fuch  inquiry  was  called 
for,  or  diought  to  be  neceffary.—  [Here,  on  the  fuggcftion  of  fomc    . 
of  die  Members  behind  him,  Mr.  Pitt  correfled  himfclf,  and  faid] 
—Yes,  an  inquiry  was  called  for,  and  the  right'honourablc  gentle- 
man himfelf  refilled  it ;  and,  what  was  more,  while  he  profeffed 
that  he  had  himfelf  advifed  the  change,  moved  for  the  thanks  of 
the  Houie  to  be  given  to  the  noble  Admiral !  If,  then,  in  fuch  very 
extraordinary  circumllances,  an  Admiral,  who  was  a  folitary  in- 
fiance  qf  fuccefsful  valour  in  a  moft  calamitous  war,  vrzs  recalled 
by  the  very  Minifter  who  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  hinv 
was  it  pofllblc  to  fay  that  any  ftigma  could  attach  to  difmiiial  with- 
out inquiry  ;  and  widi  the  utmoft  refpedl  for  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  he 
conceived  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  cafe  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
more  than  in  that  of  any  other  fervant  of  the  Crown.     Befides,  he 
put  it  to  the  reflexion  of  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  there 
might  not  l)e  a  caufe  for  removal  without  a  crime.     Could  it  not 
happefii  th^t  there  might  exift  a  difference^  of  opinion  on  fome  cafe 
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of  tranfcendent  importance^  though  the  parties  dificring  retained 
the  mod  cordial  a&edlion  for,  and  good  opinion  of,  each  other  ?— 
Would  the  Houfe,  he  demanded,  fuppofc  any  thing  more  in  re- 
calling a  Lord  Lieutenant  during  a  fcflion  of  Parliament,  than  in 
withdrawing  a  Secretary  of  State  pending  a  negociation  for  peace  i 
Certainly  not.  Yet  did  the  JHfoufc  forget  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  xefigned  his  office,  on  a  mere  matter  of  difference  in  opi- 
nion, juft  at  the  end  of  the  war,  in  a  mod  important  moment  of  ne- 
gociation ~on  a  difference  in  opinion  with  cnc  Member  of  Admi- 
niftration  refpefling  the  independence  of  America— a  Miniftcr  (Mr. 
Fox),  whofe  talents  and  political  chandler  made  his  afliflance  in  the 
highefl  degree  important,  abandoned  his  office  in  the  moA  difficult 
crifis,  though  he  was  confcious  that  his  doing  fo  would  lead  to  the 
diflblution  of  an  union  formed  on  grounds  of  public  neceflit)*— yet 
there  was  no  inquiry  on  that  occafion  ;  and  when  a  noble  Duke,  in 
the  mid  (I  of  a  preparation  for  a  war  with  Ruflia,  refigned  the  fitu- 
ation  he  held,  he  did  not  feel  himfdf  bound  to  afk  an  inquiry  ;  not 
did  any  other  gentleman,  though  extremely  hofHlc  to  the  war  with 
Rudia,  make  it  the  foundation  of  inquiry.  Taking  thefe  facis  as 
they  were,  he  applied  them  to  the  cafe  before  the  Houfc,  and  faid, 
that  there  yas  not  that  difference  between  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  the 
noble  Duke,  or  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  could  make 
him  more  an  objeft  of  inquirj' — nor  was  it  any  difparagcmcnt  to 
apply  the  fame  principles  to  him  that  applied  to  them.  But  it  was 
(fated;  for  the  purpofc  of  (hewing  that  his  Lord(hip's  cafe  was  out 
of  the  ordinary  courfe,  that  he  had  been  encouraged  by  His  Majcfty's 
MiniOers  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  to  hold  out  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  the  expcdlatioQ  of  emancipation,  which  was  afters ards  op- 
pofcd  by  them.  This,  if  true,  might  arifc  from  a  difference  of 
opinion,  which  did  not  ncceiTarily  imply  a  crime  on  either  fide  ;  and 
if  that  difference  did  exift  between  thcni,  how  could  tliey  z&.  in 
concert  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Britifh  empire  r 

A  conftruflion  had  been  put  on  fome  words  which  had  fallen  from 
him  on  a  former  night>  utterly  different  from  what  he  could  have 
imagined,  or  what  he  had  then  expreffed.  On  occafion  of  a  mo- 
tion for  an  inquiry  into  tlie  ftatc  of  the  Nation,  the  (late  of  Ireland 
had  been  introduced  into  difcuffion,  and  he,  in  anfwer,  dated  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  agitation  of  that  fubjedl  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Parliament  was  hurtful,  oh  the  very  fame  grounds  as  he  (hould  now, 
namely,  that  it  was  injudicious,  if  not  highly  improper,  to  antici- 
pate the  bufinefs  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  af- 
fume  the  ri^it  of  canvafTmg  their  determinations  on  the  other — he 
that  night  dated  tine  evil  ^t  would  probably  arlfe  from  inquif^,  zxd 
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idy  that  if  any  mifchief  h^lppened  in  Ireland,  no  part  of  it  could 
I  attributed  to  Hi?  Majefty's  Miniilers  on  this  fide  of  the  water. 
"ht:  iloufe  Ti'ould  judge  whether  gentlemen  in  this  cafe  had  given 
indidly  his  words  ;  but  if  they  determined^  >vitb  the  honourable 
:ntleman  who  roade  the  motion^  that  there  muft  be  guilt,  bccaufe 
icrc  was  a  difmilTaly  they  muA  go  farther,  and  fay  with  him,  that 
lerc  was  no  juft  rcafonagainft  inquiry  in  any  cafe-^that  there  was, 
o  cafe  in  which  the  public  difclofure  of  the  Councils  of  Govern* 
lent  could  be  dangerous,  or  elfe  that  it  was  rigjht  to  facriiice  public 
luty  to  the  delicacy  of  private  reputation  ;  more  than  this  he  would 
ot  lay. 

As  to  the  point  of  juflice  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  why  did  the  ho^ 

lourable  gentleman  confine  it  to  him  ? — Why,  in  the  matter  of 

lufticc,  did  he  fepamte  his  Lordlhip  from  the  reft  of  His  Majefty's 

Minifters  ? — The  plea  of  jufticc  applied  to  .them  as  well  as  him.— 

If  his  Lordfliip  had  Hated  to  the  Public  all  that  he  had  to  fay  for 

himfelf,  and  they  had  any  thing  more  favourable  to  fay  of  them« 

felvcs,  it  was  not  his  Lordfbip,  but  they,  that  fufFered,  if  they  fup- 

Vrcffcd  it :    but  however  aggrieved,  his  Lordfhip  and  they  (hould 

fubmit  to  the  lot  of  public  men,  and  facrifice  private  to  public  in- 

tcicft.     On  the  grounds  of  public  policy,  he  deprecated  the  intrp* 

duflion  in  that  Houfe,  of  the  points  on  which  the  motion  of  tfic 

n^jht  was  grounded : — they  were  points  on  which  there  was  a  wido 

difference  of  opinion  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged*  and 

^hcrc  they  originated  : — As  to  the  Catholic  queAion,  he  would  not 

f'^tc  all  the  delicate  political  points  on  the  great  frame  of  the  civil 

2Tid  ccclcfiaflical  ccnftitutions  of  Ireland,  involved  in  it ;  but  would 

fuppofc  any  one  of  ihem,  and  put  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe 

tl^«  propriety  of  the  difcuflion  of  it — for  to  make  the  inquiry  anfwer 

2ny  purpofe,  they  muft  enter  into  and  examine  all  the  opinions  on 

tbofc  points  :  he  would  fuppofe  that  examination  to  come  on  while 

l^-c  fame  qucllion  was  pending  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland ;  would 

»  be  ri^t  to  treat  that  independent  Parliament  fo  ? — ^to  fcledt  the 

^^  ntoment  of  their  deliberation — to  tread  over  the  fame  ground, 

^  examine  the  fame  queftion  r   If  the  queftion  was  the  lame,  it 

^vasawound  to  their  independence  ;  and  if  the  inquiry  only  led  to. 

^  fame  rcfult,  there  was  nothing  gained  to  the  Public— bat  if,  on 

*^c  contrary,  the  Houfe  was  to  decide  differently,  the  difcuflion  and 

<|ecirion  Mould  be  an  impeachment  of  thr  independence  of  the  Par- 

"amcnt  of  Ireland.     Fortunately,  however,  no  fuch  rilk  could  now 

,  t«  incurred — no  fuch  difcuflion  could  take  place  here,  for  that  great 

^"^  delicate  queftion  had  already  been  decided  by  the  Irifti  Parlia* 

'^cnt.^lhus,  what  good  could  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  do? 
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He  would  fuppofc,  for  argument  fake,  that  the  Bridfti  ParliamcnC 
decided  in  oppofition  to  the  Irifti  Parliament.  What  would  be  tlic 
fituation  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters,  if  on  evciy  quefiion  dcpendii^ 
in  Ireland,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  pronounced  jadgerocnt, 
and  if  any  of  them  a  contrary  judgement,  what  would  be  their  ftaK 
to  advife  His  Majefty  to  rejed,  as  King  of  England,  ^t  viiiidi,  as 
King  of  Ireland,  he  might  feel  himfelf  engaged  to  give  his  aflent  tor 
Did  thofe  who  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  adopt  this  mode,  really  mean 
to  promote  the  harmonious  connexion  between  that  country  and  this» 
by  introducing  meafures  fo  pregnant  with  confudon  and  difcord  ? 
As  to  the  arrangements  of  office  in  Ireland^  how  were  tlicy  to  be 
exahiined  here  ?  It  might,  h/e  knew,  be  coniidered  as  a  miferable 
fquabble  about  place  and  power,  and  a  conteft  of  avarice  and  am- 
bition ;  but  it  might  alfo  be  coniidered  in  a  difierent  way.  Su 
who  were  to  be  rfie  judges  of  fo  very  important  a  queflion  ?  not  die 
Parliament  of  England ;  certainly  not ;  but  that  of  Ireland,  who 
were  familiar  with  them,  who  luid  the  means  of  examining,  and 
the  right  to  decide  ;  who  were  judges  in  point  of  power,  and  wit- 
hefies  in  point  of  faft ;  whereas  here  Ve  had  neither  powCT  to  make 
a  decifion  effcftual,  nor  means  to  make  an  inquiry  complete. 
Some  names  had  been  mentioned  (the  Bercsfords)  but  thofe  bore 
with  them  the  teftimony  of  fucccflive  governments  for  talents,  in- 
tegrity, and  fidelity — that,  however,  was  not  a  fubjeft,  to  the  exa- 
mination of  which  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Parliament  was  competent. 
He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  as  he  thought  the  Houfe  fliould  not 
entertain  the  motion  at  all,  he  would  vote  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  M-  ROBINSON  fpoke-for  the  original  motion. 

Lord  MILTON  faid,  the  caufe  of  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
was  a  derelidjon  by  Minifters  here  of  all  that  had  been  agreed  on 
Tscfore  he  fet  ouf  for  Ireland.  It  was  perfeftly  underftood,  that 
every  thing  cxpeflcd  by  the  Roman  tatholics  was  to  be  granted  at 
fuch  time  as  might  appear  moft  conducive  to  the  general  tranquilltty 
and  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  of  which  the  noble  Earl  was  t> 
•be  the  judge.  With  the  complete  perfuafion  that  this  was  fo,  he 
entered  upon  the  government  of  Ireland  ;  and  whether  die  diiFcrcDcc 
that  foon  after  appeared  arofe  from  his  miftake,  or  from  their  change 
of  opinion,  they  never  font  him  the  leaft  intimation  of  either,  al- 
though they  had  full  time  to  do  fo,  till  the  application  of  the  Ca- 
Aoliqi  had  received  fuch  countenance  as  could  not  be  rctrafled  with 
honour.  That  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  highly  popular  in  Ireland,  he 
fliould  be  wanting  in  proper  feeling  not  to  declare ;  but  he  was  bound 
alfo  to  declare,  diat  his  popularity  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  the 
opinion  entertained  of  his  perfonal  charafter,  greatly  as  that  was  re- 
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,)cftcd,    as  to  the  hopes  conceived  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  from 
he  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  high  ftation  he  now 
illed   in  His  Majcft)^'s  fervicc,  and  the  fending  for  Mr.  Ponfonby 
nd  Mr.  Grattan  foon  after  to  this  country.     The  Irifti  nation 
x>mplained  of  being  deceived,  of  being  treated  with  duplicity.     On 
he  part  of  Earl  Fitxwilliam  he  claimed  an  inquiry,  that  he  might 
:ither  be  exempted  from  fufpicion,  or  cenfured  if  blameablc ;  for 
-A'cn  nii(^ke  in  affairs  of  fuch  importance  would  be  blameable.    He 
would  afHrm,  however,  that  Earl  Fitxwilliam  was  not  to  blame, 
but  that  Miniders  here  were  culpable  as  far  as  rcfpe^ted  the  difference 
upon  itieafures. — With  rcfpc<5t  to  the  removals  from  office  in  Ire- 
land, either  effedled  or  intended,  they  were  wifticd  for  by  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  muft  have  been  cxpeflcd  by  Minifters  here.    They  ' 
Vjicw  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam's  intention,  and  ought  to  have  ftated  their 
objections  before  he  went  over,  wliich  they  never  did.     The  re- 
mo%-als  in  his  own  (the  Secretary's)  office  he  judged  ncceffary  for  the 
public  fervicc.     Mr.  Hamilton  was  fatisBed,  Mr.  Cooke  was  not. 
The  perfons  appointed  to  fuccecd  them  had  done  their  duty  with 
diligence  and  ability  ;  and  one  of  them  had  been  continued  in  office. 
Earl  Fltzwilliam  had  no  objcdion  to  carrying  the  motion  to  any  ex* 
tent  Minifters  might  wirti ;  they  thcmfelves  were  the  judges  of  State 
fecrecy,  and  of  how  far  it  would  be  fit  to  carry  it.     The  difmiflfal 
of  former  Lord  Lieutenants  had  been  referred  to  in  parallel  cafes. 
Tlicy  had  been  difmiffed  by  new  Minifters  widi  whom  they  had  no 
political  conne<9ion ;  Earl  Fitxwilliam  had  been  difmifted  by  his 
colleagues  —  that  wounded  to  the  quick. — He  would  not  fay  who 
were  thofe  colleagues — -He  would  noc  truft  himfelf  upon  diat  fubje£l« 
Mr.  ORDE  contended,  that  the  iniinuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  refpefting  the  fuppofcd  cor- 
ruption whidi  prevailed  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  were  with- 
out foundation ;  from  the  (ituation  which  he  had  the  honour  of  fil- 
ling in  that  country,  he  was  enabled,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
accuracy,  to  decide  upon  this  point,  and  he  affirmed,  upon  an  in- 
quiiy,  the  reverfe  of  that  aflcrtion  would  be  found  to  be  the  cafe* 
He  then  alluded  to  feveral  gentlemen  who  had  been  mentioned,  at 
having  been  difplaced  from  (ituations  of  high  refponfibility  in  Ireland^ 
and  fpok':  in  the  higheft  terms  of  their  abilities  and  attention  as  pub* 
lie  chara6)ers,  and  of  their  honour  as  private  gentlemen.— He  con- 
cluded with  giving  his  decided  vote  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  faid,  he'felt  himfelf  called  upon  by  the  turn 
wluch  the  debate  had  taken,  to  intrude  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  a  duty  which  he  owe^  to  per- 
hn$  with  whom  he  had  been  conneded,  and  which  his  own  fed* 
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ings  called  upon  him  to  perform.  It  u-as  his  intention  to  (hte  10 
as  few  words  as  he  could,  confidently  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
fubject,  his  reafons  for  giving  his  vote  againft  the  motion  of  die 
honourable  gentleman.  He  was  ready  in  the  moft  unequivocal 
manner,  to  give  his  aflcnt  to  the  pofition  advanced  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  viz.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  watch 
over  the  conduft  of  the  Executive  .Government,  and  to  inftitjtc 
inquiries  when  they  thought  it  ncceifarj'. — But  there  was  another 
pofition,  equally  conformable  to  the  tlieory  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
more  reconclleable*  to  its  pradHcc,  which  he  (hould  infift  upon,  viz- 
That  His  Majcfty  had  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  difmiiTing,  and 
of  appointing  his  own  Minifters,  according  to  his  pleafurc.— He 
did  not  mean  to  contend  that  no  pofiiblc  cifc  might  arifc,  in  which 
it  might  not  be  proper  for  Parliament  to  interfere  upon  the  difmiilion 
of  i,  Minjftcr ;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe  there  ought  to  be  the  ftnxpll 
grounds  ftated  to  (hew  the  neccffity  of  fuch  an  interference.  The 
qucftion,  and  the  only  one  which  called  for  confidcration,  was, 
Whether  there  were  fufficicnt  grounds  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  in- 
duce them  to  go  into  this  inquiry,  in  odier  words,  to  addrefs  His 
Majcfly  for  the  produftion  of  the  papers. 

In  order  to  form  a  corrcA  judgement  upon  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jeiJt,  it  would  be  neceffary  that  the  Houfe  ihould  not  be  led  away 
by  the  general  obfervations  which  had  been  thrown  out  againil  the 
Government  of  Ireland.      He  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  a 
judgement  upon  this  fubjcfl,  and  hoped  he  fliould  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  Houfe,  not  by  declamation  or  by  alTcrrion,  but  hy  p^^fi- 
tivc  truth. — If  there  did  exift  that  degree  of  corrupt  influence  io 
Ireland  which  had  been  reprefentcd,  it  muft  have  been  known  to 
the  Parliament  of  that  country  ;  and  yet  when  a  motion  v/as  brou^^  t 
forward  upon  this  ground,    in  the  Irifh  Houfe,  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  firft  abilities  and  eloquence,  the  motion  for  the  enquir}'  wa« 
negatived,  he  believed,  without  a  divifion,  but  at   all  events  by  a 
large  majority.     Tliis  was  a  ftrong  proof  what  were  the  opinions 
of  pcrfons  rcfiding  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  moft  likely  to  know  of 
Aat  corruption,  if  it  really  cxifted.     But  it  was  not  upon  negative 
h&s  that  he  meant  to  defend  the  Government  of  Ireland,  particu- 
larly under  Lord  Weftmorland  ;  a  variety  of  mcafures  were  adopt- 
ed under  the  Adminiftration  of  that  noble  Lord,  which  were  cal- 
culatcd  to  gratify  the  feelings,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fupport  die 
interefts  of  tbc  People  of  Ireland.     He  (hould  ftate  to  the  Houfe, 
in  as  brief  a  manner  as  he  poflibly  could,  the  different  meafures  to 
which  he  alluded.     He  did  not  believe  he  (liould  meet  with  oppo- 
fition  when  he  ftatcd,  that  the  happinefs  of  a  people  depended  as 
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n  jch  upon  ^e  mode  of  admlniAering  judiccy  as  upon  the  laws 
ijxicr  'which  they  live.— He  was  fony  to  fay  that  confideration  had 
K^t  always  prevailed  in  Ireland,  too  much  regard  had  been  paid  to 
t irllaxnoitaTy  intcrefts  in  the  diftribution  of  legal  fituationsi — But 
[Lxring  tiie  adminiftration  of  Lord  Wcftmorland  an  oppofite  fyftem 
r.d  been  adopted,  and  every  effort  made  to  procure  the  due  and 
mo-jirtial  admini'lration  of  jufiice. — The  next  grand  point  in  Go- 
rerr*nncnts  conftituted  like  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was, 
o  prrfcrve  the  independence  of  the  legiflativc  Body-     Thiis  eflfeh- 
iaJ  point  was  fccured,  under  Wie  Adminiftration  of  Lord  Wcftmor- 
:ind,   by  the  introduflirn  of  a  Place  Bill,  which  difqualiiied  per- 
fons  holding  various  offices  from  a  feat  in  Parliament ;  and  even 
in  cafes   in  which  it  did  not  difqualify,  the  acceptance  of  a  place 
vacated  the  feat,  and  the  Member  was  again  fent  back  to  his  Con** 
ntnients  to  receive  their  judgement  upon  his  conduft.    Thus,  upon 
tills  paixit>  the  laws  of  the  two  countries  were  put  upon  nearly  a  (ij^ 
milar   footing.     The  ticxt  grand  objedt  attained  in  the  period  in 
wiiich  Lord  Weftrtiorland  was  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  was  the  cfta- 
bliihment  of  a  refponfiblc  Treafury  Board.     Forrtierly  there  ufed 
to  be  a  Lord  High  Treafurer  and  a  Vice-Trcafurer,  both  of  whom 
had  finccure  places,  but  they  were  now  replaced  by  an  efFe(ftual 
and  rcfponfible  Treafury  Board. — The  laft  point  which  he  fhould 
allude  to  was,  the  eflablifhment  of  the  Militia,  which  had  been 
cffeded  with  a  degree  of  fuccefs  that  exceeded  the  mofl  fanguine 
cxpe^tiofl ;  and,  notwithftanding  very  great  obflacles,  had  pro-^ 
duoed  in  one  year  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men.     All  thefe  were 
Important  regulations  which  took  place  in  the  time  of  Lord  WefV- 
morland,  and  which  he  hoped  would  Convince  the  Houfe  that  it  wal 
the  objefi  of  that  Adminiftration  to  reform  abufes,  and  not  to  con- 
tinue error.   Having  difcuffed  thefe  points,  the  honourable  gentleman 
Tcqaefi^  leave  to  join  his  fincere  teftimoily  to  that  of  others  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  gentlemen  under  Government  in  Ireland  who  had 
been  difmifTed. — Having   pafTed   the   higheft   endomiums   upon 
their   conduct,   he  concluded  Vvith  giving  his   vofe  againft  the 
inodon. 

Mr.  Grey  fald  It  ^as  liot  neccfTary  to  take  much  notice 
t)f  a  great  deal'  diat  had  beeii  faid  iii  oppofition  to  the  motion.  It 
T^ai  rf  little  importance  to  the  prefent  queftion,  whether  Lordf 
Wefhnorland's  Adminiflration  had  been  more  corrupt  than  preced- 
ing Adminiffaations,  or  had  relieved  Ireland  from  fome  of  the  abufes 
With  whidi  former  Adminifirations  had  loaded  it.  He  might, 
widibut  any  prejudice  to  the  argument  Irl  fupport  of  the  motion, 
^mit  evety  thing  the  honourable  gentLeraan  had  (aid  in  praife  of 

v#l:  xu,  3  c 
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Lord  Wcftmorland*9   Admihidratlony   for  ^hich^   however,   the 
people  of  Ireland  had  made  this  mod  extraordinary  and  ungratcfJ 
retunii  that,  adopting  pther  mcafures,  and  cmplovijig  other  men, 
had  rendered  the  Adminifhration  v/hich  immediately  fuccecded,  po- 
pular beyond  all  precedent.      If  the  honourable  gentleman  wio 
fpoke  lad  but  one  had  waited  till  he  I^eard  the  panegyric  on  lyxd 
Weftmorland*s  ^dminiftrationy  he  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  (hewing,  aqd,  no  doubt,  would  have  (hewn,  that  the  Duke  of 
Rutland's  was  equally  pure,  and  equally  meritorious.      Mr.  Grat- 
tan's  charge  of  felling  feats  in  tlie  Iitfh  Houfe  of  Peers  to  purchafe 
feats  in  the   Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  failed,  becaufe  the  Iri(h 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  the  judges,  refufed  to  grant  an  en- 
quiry i>      It  would  be  very  unbecoming  to  fay,  that  the  Irifh  or  the 
Briti(h  Houfe  of  Conwnons,  in  agreeing  with  Miniftcrs  to  negative 
motions  of  enquiry,  could  ever  act  improperly ;  and  therefore  he 
muft  fuppo(*e,  that  Mr.  Grattan's  motion,  like  fcveral   root]on9 
here  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  failed    for  want 
of  ability  on  the  part  of  its  fuppottcrs,  and  was  overpowered  by 
the  fupcrior  weight  of  argument  and  ability  oppofed  to  it.     But  he 
muft  fay,  that  Mr.  Grattan's  charge  affeded  perfons  w^ho  were 
bound  to  anfwer  by  fomething  more  than  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  and  that  in  all  fuch  cafes  tlicre  was  a  great  difference 
betv/een  thofc  who  offered  proof,  .pledging  their  chara£lers  on  its  va- 
lidity, and  thofe  who  refufed  going  into  proof.     This  advantage 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Milton)  now  poffeffed.     He  challenged  en- 
quiry, he  appealed  to  proof,  which  thofe  to  whom  he  imput^ 
blame  had  in  their  power,  and  they  (hrunk  from  the  produ^on  of 
it.     He  was  curious  to  hear  the  anfwer  of  Minirters  to  the  chaj^t 
made  againft  them ;  but,  pre-dctermined  to   rcfufe  enquiry,  the? 
had  wifely  declined  attempting  an  anfwer.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was,  at  leall,  as  able  in  contbunding  as  id 
explaining.     When  he  wiihcd  to  avoid  facls,  which  he  had  fre- 
quent occallon  to  do,  he  entered   into  a  magnificent  dedamatioa 
upon  general  principles,  fomctimcs  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
fomctimes  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  juft  as  happci'ied  to  fak 
his  purpofe  for  the  moment.     The  queftion  was  not  now  about  ge- 
neral principles,  but  iimply  and  plainly  whether  fufficient  grouni 
was  laid  for  enquiry  into  circumftances  which  no  man  could  den/ 
to  be  within  tlie  fcope  of  parliamentary  enquiry?  He  admitted  con- 
currence of  fentimcnt  and  of  opinion  among  thofe  who  were  jointly 
to  condudt  the  affairs  of  Government,  to  be  neceffary ;  but,  after 
What  the  Houfe  had  heard,  was  the  want  of  this  all  that  marked 
the  cafe  bcfpre  them  ?    U  Lord  Fitzwilliam  l»d  differed  in  opinioB 
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rom  his  colleagues,  upon  mt^fures,  however  important,  he  might  • 
la^e  been  removed  upon  that  diiFcrence  before  fuch  oieafures  were 
nnou^t  forward  as  the  meafures  of  Adminiflration,  without  afford- 
ing any  ground  for  enquiry.     But  here  meafures  of  the  utmoti  im- 
portance had  been  brought  forward ;  the  dereliflion  of  them  had 
been  the  caufe  of  great  difcontcnt  and  great  danger ;  and  to  afcer- 
tain  b]F  whofe  fault  this  danger  had  been  incurred  was  fit  matter  of 
ersquiry.  The  rcmovalof  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  from 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  foreign  department,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  negociations  of  the  utmoft  confequence  were  depending, 
had  been  alluded  to.     Suppofing  that  to  have  been  a  difference  of 
r.pinion  with  rcfpeft  to  recognizing  the  independence  of  America, 
would  it  have  formed  ground  for  enquiry  by  Parliament  ?  Certain- 
ly not*     Bat  if  his  right  honourable  friend  had  offered  independence 
to  Amnica  in  a  way  to  which  his  colleagues  in  office  refufed  to 
agree,  then  it  fhould  have  been  fit  matter  of  enquiry  to  difcover 
by  whofe  fault  an  offer  had  been  made  which  Minif^ers  refufed  to 
confirm.     In  a  more  recent  inflance,  when  the  Duke  of  Leeds 
^cnt  out  of  office,  upon  the  difpute  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia 
upon  Ockzakow>  he  would  fuppofe,  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ticiDan,  when  bent  upon  going  to  war,  affirmed,  that  upon  Ock- 
2akow  depended  the  Commerce  of  Poland,  and  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  col- 
leagues, had  offered  to  give  up,  viz.  the  whole  queilion  about 
Ockzakow,  which  the  Duke  of  Leeds  had  too  much  regard  for 
hts  own  honour  to  do,  and  been  difmiffed  in  confequence,  would 
not  that  have  been  a  fit  fubjedl  for  enquiry?  Such  muft  both  the 
cafes  have  been  to  make  them  in  any  refpe£t  applicable  to  the  pre- 
fent.     If  Lord  FitzwilUam  had  refigned  in  confequence  of  the  dif- . 
puCe  previous  to  his  fetting  out  for  Ireland,  there  would  have  been 
no  ground  for  enquirj' ;  but  forward,  what  was  the  cafe  ?  He  went 
to  Ireland,  he  brought  meafures  much  defircd,  and  eagerly  expe£t- 
ed ;  and  while  thefc  were  going  on  with  the  unanimous  approbation 
of  Parliament,  and  applaufc  of  the  whole  country,  he  was  recalled, 
and  hb  meafures  countermanded*     To  bring  forward  thofe  mea- 
fures, he  had  the  authority  of  Miniflers  here,  or  he   had  not. 
Lord  FitzwiUiam  faid  he  had ;  the  Mmifter  durfl  not  contradict 
the  aflertion,  but  when  challenged  to  proof,  reforted  to  general  prin- 
ciples and  evaiive  cafes.     On  the  Catholic  queflion  in  Ireland,  or 
the  removals  from  office,  although  individuals  could  not  help  form- 
ing opinions,  and  he  had  no  difficulty  in  avowing  that  his  own 
agccd  with  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  Houfc  by 
tliis  motion  was  not  called  to  fay  one  word      All  they  liad  to  con- 
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llder  was,  *'  Did  or  did  not  the  ineafures  brought  forward  in  Ire- 
land  excite  the  ujoft  fanguine  hopes,  and  the  dcreUAion  of  diem  the 
grcateft  difcontcnt  and  agitation,  which  it  was  to  be  feared  might 
end  in  difafFcftion  to  the  Bridfli  Government  V  If  that  queffiozi 
muft  be  anfwcred  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe 
to  enquire  by  whofe  fault  thofe  meafures  had  been  introdaccd,  and 
by  whofe  fault  they  wer^  afterwards  rctraftcd  ?  whether  by  the 
fault  of  Lord  Fitiwilliam,  which  he  did  not  believe,  or  by  the 
fault  of  Minifters  ?  This  was  the  ground,  and  the  only  gnnind  d 
difcuflion :  it  was  the  natural  courfe  of  men,  who  had  the  proofc  in 
their  own  hands,  to  court  enquiry  when  they  were  confcious  of  in- 
nocence.— However  the  Houfe  might  decide,  impartial  men  would 
form  their  own  judgement.  His  noble  friend  (Lord  Milton}  had 
put  a  home  qUeftion — Why  if  the  meafiires  brought  fbrward  in 
Ireland,  if  the  reform  of  a  corrupt  fyftem  of  Government  were 
not  intended,  were  Mn  Graftan  and  Mr.  Ponfonby,  men  to  whom, 
with  their  connexions,  the  People  of  Ireland  had  been  ^ccuftoroed 
to  look  for  them,  ftnt  fur  to  England  r-<^Was  it  cxpeded  that 
fuch  men  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  back  impoftors  and  apof- 
tates  from  their  former  principles  ?  For  thefe  reafons  he  (hould 
vote  for  the  motion,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  rcfiti 
by  argument. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  he  rofe  with   very  painful    feel- 
ings, not  wiftiing  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  Member  ef  the 
Houfe,.  but  merely  to  ftate  that,  in  voting  himfelf  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  he  did   not  approve  of  the  condudt  of  Minifters  towards 
lx)rd  Fitzwilliam.     He  went  over  the  circumfhtnces  which  in- 
duced him  to  think  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  been  haHhly,  and 
even  rtgoroufly  treated.     Minifters  could  not  be  ignorant  of  t^0 
mekfures  expeflcd  in  Ireland  after  the  acccflion  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  to  the  Cabinet:  if  they  had  known  them  from  na other 
quarter,  they  muft  have  known  them  from  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  who  fpcke  upon  the  fubjedt  without  refer\x. — If,  in 
purfuing  new  meafures,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  not  to  employ  men 
in  whom  be  could  confide,  he  would  have  been  placed  in  a  fitua- 
tion  very  different  from  that  of  any  other  of  his  Majcfiy^s  Minif- 
ters.     He  admitted,  that  there  was  great  blame,  and  ftrong  ground 
for  enquiry ;  but,  before  voting  for  enquiry,  he  muft  anfwer  to 
his  own  confcience,  cut  bono  ?    Would  enquiry  heal  the  difcontents 
or  avert  the  dangers  in  Ireland  ?  It  would  have  a  contrary  tenden* 
•  ey.     Knowing,  as  he  did.  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  high  fcnfc  of  ho- 
nour, he  did  not  wonder  at  the  folic! tude  with  which  he  couited 
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enquiry  ;  bt)t  what  had  dready  paflcd  dq  the  fubJeA  waf  iufficient 
to  fet  at  reft  the  moft  delicate  feeliiigs^ 

Mr.  JEKYLL  &id,  the  barrennefs  of  the  arguments  againft 
his  motion  ?tiidered  it  unncecllary  for  him  to  fay  mudi  h\  reply* 
In  the  place  of  ai^omentSy  continued  he,  we  have  had  panegyriot 
«— the  panegyric  of  perfqns  by  one  rijght  honourable  friend  of  mine, 
vrho  are  not  within  the  fcope  of  the  quefiion  before  the  Houfc,     In 
along  and  elaborate  compofition  of  another  right  honourable  and 
learned  friend  of  mine,  wc  have  had  a  panegyric  on  the  incorrupt 
tible  nature  of  all  Irifli  Adminiftrattons,  and  ever  of  my  Lord 
Weftmoreland's ;  and^  laftly,  we  have  had  the  moft  extraordinaiy 
of  all  panegyrics — namely^  a  panegyric  by  the  Minifter  upon  him- 
fdf :  within  and  without  this  Houfe,  he  may  fuppofe  there  are  fow 
lirho  could  pradfe  him  fo  eloquently^  and  perhaps  fo  cordially,  and 
be  kindly  and  diiintcreftedly  takes  the  fulfome  and  Angular  tafk 
upon  himfclf.     If  my  motion  goes  to  any  thing,  it'  goes  perhaps 
to  place  him  as  a  delinquent ;  and  the  defence  that  delinquent  fet» 
up  in  oppoiition  to  dirc6t  teflimony  of  malvcrfation  is,  his  awn 
gMxl  opinion  of  his  own  virtues.*-!  trufted,  that  I  had  in  opening 
this  dd>ate  deprecated  the  fiale  topics  of  prerogative  and  Aate  fe- 
crccy ;  but  in  the  fterility  of  other  refourccs,  they  are  again  rc- 
forted  tp.     State  fecrccy,  as  a  matter  of  frequent  neceffity,  is  de- 
plored by  the  Minifter,  as  a  political  evil  attached  to  office.     It  is 
a  dreadful  calamity  indeed,  that  a  Minidcr,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
ihall  at  any  moment  in  iilence  be  able  to  find  a  complete  in« 
dcmnit\\ 

To  the  quefiion  cut  bono?  Mr.  Jekyll  faid,  that  he  would  an- 
fwcr  by  anotfier— -Was  it  of  no  confcquence  that  the  men,  whoever 
they  might  be,  whofe  mifcondudl  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
danger  to  the  empire,  ihould  be  dragged  forth  to  public  odium  ? 
If  fuch  was  the  opinion,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might  refign  their 
fondions,  and  be  content  to  regifter  the  edids  of  the  Minifter. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  motion  for  the  order  of  tlie  day ; 

Aye»  188  ;  Noes  49. 

Wednejdayy   2oth  May. 

Mr.  DENT  obferved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  frauds  and  abufes  committed  in  frankir^  letters  and  parcels,  had 
now  fat  for  many  days.  It  was  not  likely  that  they  fhould  be  abl# 
to  mdce  their  report  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt  feffion.  He  there- 
fore moved,  **  that  diere  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  LONG  q^pofed  this  motion.     The  Committee  having 
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been  appointed  for  the  purpofe  dated  in  this  motion,  if  they  did  not 
report  fome  ground  why  they  did.  not  do  fo,  why  after  havipg  iai 
about  a  month  the}'  came  to  make  this  propofal  to  lay  vhat  they  had 
already  done  upon  the  table,  indead  of  proceeding  to  make  didr  re- 
port. We  were  not  yet  fo  near  the  end  of  the  feflion  as  to  make  it 
impoflible  to  proceed  ^ther.  On  thefe  grounds  he  obje<Sed  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  objeaed  alfo  to  the  motion,  on  die 
ground  that  in  the  evidence  much  abufe  had  been  imputed  to  indi- 
viduals who  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  faying  any  thing  ia 
their  own  behalf. 

Mr.  DENT  obferved,  that  as  he  was  not  aware  that  any  objec- 
ti<m  was  intendtid  to  be  offered  to  his  motion,  he  had  omitted  to 
urge  any  aiguments  to  enforce  it.     He  ihould  now  beg  leave  to  af- 
fign  his  reafons  for  thcmotion.     It  appeared  from  what  was  called 
the  Dead  Letter  Book,  that  there  was  loft  annually  to  the  public 
by  letters  miflaid  or  ftolen,  a  fum  no  lefs  than  42,oepL  a  year. 
The  Vice-Prcfident  of  the  Poft-ofBce  gave  his  evidence  as  to  the 
abufes  of  the  office,  for  which  he  was  difmifled,  although  he  had 
filled  that  fiation  for  upwards  of  twenty-feven  years.     Befcre  tiiat 
gentleman  gave  his  evidence,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Potl- 
office,  dating,  that  if  he  knew  of-  any'  abufes,  he  ihould  inform 
the  office  of  them ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  knew  of  none 
that  were  not  as  well  known  by  tiiemfelvcs.     He  gave  his  evidence 
before  the  Committee  and  loft  his  place.     Another  abufe  was  that  of 
keeping  back  newfpapcrs  by  the  clerks  of  the  road.     Thefe  clerics, 
by  what  they  called  their  privilege,  fent  to  the  country  twenty-five 
thoufand  newfpapcrs  a  night.     The  only  competitors  whicli  tlieft 
clerks  had  in  the  circulation  of  newfpapcrs,  were  the  hawkers  ;  and 
it  was  a  common  thing  for  the  Clerks  of  the  Road,  on  the  night 
there  was  an  important  debate  in  Parliament,  or  any  thing  that  was 
generally  intcrefting  in    newfpapcrs,  to  fend  thtir  own,  and  keep 
•  back  the  papers  fent  to  them  by  the  hawkers  ;  and  this  explain- 
ed the  myftcry  of  gentlemen  not  receiving  their  papers  regularly  in 
the  country.     He  adverted  to  the  abufes  of  the  Cuftom  Houfe  and 
Excife  Office,  &c.     He  obfcrved,  that  by  the  evidence  which  h^ 
appeared  before  the  Committee,  a  prodigious  fum  of  money  had  been 
loft  in  confequence  of  half  guineas  having  been  fent  by  fcrvant  maids 
and  indigent  people  under  the  fca]s  of  letters.     It  appeared  by  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bonnor,  who  had  been  ftated  to  bt  Comptroller  of 
the  Poft  Office,  that  he  is  now  exonerated  from  the  dut)'  of  his 
office  ;  that  he  attends  now  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a  day, 
for  which  he  received  700I.  a  year  falar}',  which  he  ccrtajnly  c(^- 
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fidered  as  a  linccure ;  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  a  fincciHt  alfo  of  ^oooh 
a  year.  Whoi  Mr.  Bonnor  aj^Ucdj  under  the  diredion  of  th« 
Coromitteey  for  an  infpedlion  of  a  book  at  the  Poft  Oflicc,  he  was 
ref jfed  the  fight  of  it,  although  it  was  well  known  under  what  au« 
thority  he  came.  Mr.  Dent  faid  that  Mr.  Bonnor  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  fcnfible  man,  and  had  given  his  evidence  very  intelli- 
gibly and  fiirly.  He  dated  thefe  things  that  the  Houfc  might  have 
fomc  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt.  The  reafon  why  he  wi(hed 
that  diis  motion  (hould  be  carried,  was,  that  the  Hjufcfhouldhavc 
fome  knowledge  of  what  abufes  did  exid,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
flwuld  turn  the  fubje6l  in  dieir  minds,  before  any  parliamentary  re- 
guhtion  (hould  take  place.  He  thought  diat  nothing  (bort  of  a 
bill  for  each  of  the  offices  would  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  had  no  objeftion  to  the  Report  alluded  to 
being  laid  on  the  table,  iincc  time  was  to  be  allowed  for  gcndemeit 
accufed  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  LONG,  in  order  to  obviate  the  effcdt  of  the  fpccch  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  on  the  public  mind,  obfcrvcd^ 
that  the  calculation  of  the  loffcs  at  the  rate  of  42,000!.  a  year, 
was  made  on  the  claims  made  for  loiTes  within  the  lad  four  months, 
three  fourths  of  which  at  leaft  would  be  accounted  for  as  odien 
liad  been,  and  recovered.  Thefe  things  arofc  from  miftakcs  in 
dcUvcry,  &c.  Widi  regard  to  the  general  obfcrvations  of  the  ho- 
nourable gendeman,  they  did  not  belong  to  die  duty  of  the  Cdm* 
mlttee,  which  was  to  inquire  into  the  abufes  of  franking,  and  not 
to  die  general  abufes  of  the  Poft-officc- 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  obfcrved>  that  it  ought  to  be 
explained  how  an  obdrudlion  was  given  to  an  officer  of  the  Poft- 
oSicc,  ading  under  the  audiority  of  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe, 
when  he  applied  for  an  infpeillon  of  a  book  at  the  Poft-office,  in 
order  to  obtain  information  to  be  given  to  that  Committee.  He 
wifiied  to  hear  fome  rcafons  affigncd  upon  that  fubjed. 

Mr.  LONG  faid,  this  was  the  firft  time  he  heard  of  this  circum* 
ftancc.  He  underftood  that  as  Mr.  Bonnor  did  not  aft  officially  at 
*c  Poft-officc  at  prefent,  he,  according  to  his  own  account  of  him- 
fclf,  having  been  exonerated  from  the  duties  of  die  office,  and  that 
rf  itfclf  was  a  circumftance  to  be  attended  to  wlusn  the  Houfc  cante 
to  confider  on  the  nature  of  his  evidence. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DUNDAS  obfcrved  diat  Mr.  Bonnor  was 
wfufcd  the  fight  of  the  book  at  the  Poft-office,  bccaufc  he  was  re- 
prdcd  there  as  having  no  right  to  the  infpeclion  of  it  any  more  than 
a  ftranger,  for  he  had  not  taken  any  a'^ivc  part  in  the  office  for  the 
1^  fear.     He  laid  he  doubted  whether  die  Deputy  Chairman  hai 
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been  difchatigrd,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  &dti,  on  accaunf 
of  the  evidence  he  had  given,  with  regard  tp  abuies  al  the  IVxft* 
office* 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  he  did  not  poGtivcljr  knoW  that  ibis  ^osk^ 
tnan  was  difchargcd  as  Deputy  Prefidcnt,  on  account  of  the  evidence 
he  gave  of  abufes  at  the  Poft-office,  but  he  underftood  fo.  He  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  the  phxeedings  of  the  Comnuttee  were  very  much 
perplexed  on  account  of  the  Corrmlttce  'being  an  open  Committee. 
Gentlemen  often  came  in  juft  after  a  witnefs  had  anfwered  a  qucftioa^ 
and,  not  being  acquninted  with  his  previous  examination,  infixed  on 
going  over  the  whole  of  what  he  had  to  fay  again.  This  fort  of 
pra£Uce  retarded  very  much  the  progrefs  of  the  Committee,  and 
tni^t  perhaps  render  it  impoflible  for  the  Committee  to  conclude 
Aeir  report  at  all.  He,  therefore,  thought  that  the  Committee 
ought  to  be  made  a  clofe  Committee,  or  that  fotne  fuch  meafure 
Ihould-  be  adopted  to  give  cffedl  to  the  objeft  which  the  Houfe  had 
in  view,  namely,  to  obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the  abufes  which 
lie  had  already  mentioned. 

Sir  JOHN  CALL  and  Mr.  BERNARD  faid  a  few  words. 

The  queAion  being  put,  and  only  50  Members  being  pxcfenti 
iheHoufc  adjourned  of  courfe. 

ThurfJay,   21JI  May* 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  Mr.  Wilberforce*s  motion  re- 
fpeding  peace,  at  three  o'clock  the  paflage  was  completely  crowded^ 
and  in.  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes  the  gallery  was  filled,  fevcnd 
who  had  come  from  anxiety  to  hear  the  debate,  being  exdudcd^^ 
but  at  fbqr  o'clock,  there  being  only  28  Members  prefent,  the  HouCb 
of  courfe  adjourned. 

Friday f  22d  May. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  agreed  to,  '^  That  the  lloufe  at  riling 
adyoum  to  Wednefday  next." 

The  Speaker  ordered  two  writs  to  be  ifTued  for  the  eledion 
of  Burgefles  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Borou^  of  Yarmouth, 
and  the  Borough  of  Agmondcfham,  in  tlic  room  of  Henry  Beaufo/ 
and  William  Drake,  both  deceafed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  up  an  account  of  the  difieitnt 
fums  of  money  paid  to  the  Emperor  by  His  Majefty*s  Coromanden, 
with  the  dates  of  the  rcfpedtivc  payments^  Ordered  to  be  laid  01 
the  table. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  that  he  rofc  to  give  notice  of  hi« 
intention  to  bring  forward  on  Wednefday  next  a^xnotion  refpe^&( 
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peace.  As  private  bufinefs  was  now  almqil  over,  he  hoped  that  a 
fufficient  number  of  Members  would  attend  on  that  day  in  proper 
rime  to  make  a  Houfe. 

Mr,  COKE  (of  Norfolk)  faid  that  he  hoped,  from  the  intimation 
ft'fiich  he  had  now  given,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
himfelf  attend  in  his  place.  [This,  we  fuppofe,  alluded  to  the  ab- 
fcnce  of  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  yefterday,  at  the  time  when  the  Houfe 
was  counted  out.] 

Captain  BERKELEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  afier  the 
rccefs,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  eafily  con- 
vicling  persons  felling  ale  without  licences. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  Datchct  Canal  bill  be  now  read  a  third 
lime,  the  IJoufc  divided  ; 

Ayes,  63  ;  Noes,  32. 
The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paffed. 
In  confequcnce  of  a  fummons  from  the  Black  Rod,  rtic  Speaker 
fiarcd  that  he  had  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  royal 
affcnt  had  been  given,  by  commiffion,  to  the  Dutch  Property  bill, 
the  bill  granting  relief  to  Non-commiflioned  Officers  and  Privates 
in  the  Militia,  and  feveral  other  public  and  private  bills. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  down  a  copy  of  a  Convention 
between  His  Britannic  Majcfty  and  the  Emperor,  figned  at  Vienna 
tn  the  4th  of  May,    1795. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Members,  and  taken  info  confideration  in  a  Committee  of  die 
whole  Houfe  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  FOX  fusieftcd  that  there  was  another  bufinefs  which  flood 
ji'jr  difcuflion  on  that  day  (the  motion  on  the  papers  relative  to  the 
comiu<S  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  JerVis  during  their  com- 
nund  in  the  Well  Indies). 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
t'vr  the  Houfe,  that  the  other  bufinefs  fhould  be  poftponed,  as  the 
«•  'cuffion  on  the  Convention  between  His  Majefty  and  the  Emperor 
would  require  to  be  followed  up  with  a  bill. 

In  confequcnce  of  Mr.  Barham  fignifymg  his  acquiefcencc,  his 
nwion  was  poftponed  till  Tucfday,  June  2. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  moved,  that  the  petition  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  market  carts  be  read  ; 
»hich  being  read,  he  obferved,  that  great  difcontents  had  arifen  in 
^rious  parts  of  the  country  from  market-carts  being  obliged  to  pay 
*c  fame  duty  as  chaifcs..  This  exaction,  he  faid,  amounted  iii 
^S  to  a  prohibition,  and  was  a  grievance  that  deeply  afFecled  the 
Culture  of  the  nation.  He  wifhed  tliat  fomc  duty  inferior  to  that 
Vol.  XLI.  3  D 
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on  chaifes  (hould  be  laid  upoa  them  ;  and  moved^  that  on  Wcd< 
nefday  next  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  into  a  Committee  to  confikr 
of  the  afts  relating  to  duties  on  two-wheel  carriages, — Gnimcd. 

Some  convcrfation  took  place  on  the  call  of  the  Houfe ;  Mr. 
Stanley  moved,  that,  for  the  convenience  of  Members,  it  ibiH.1^ 
be  difcharged;  but  Mr,  Wilbcrforcc  fuggefUng  that,  as  fcvcru 
Members  had  come  from  a  confiderable  diftance  in  the  country,  it' 
the  call  (hould  now  be  difcharged,  it  might  lefTen  the  refpcA  k. 
calls  in  future,  the  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  it  was  underfb^i 
that  the  call  (hould  take  place  on  Thurfday  next,  the  day  for  viii^h 
it  was  appointed. 

Mr.  MARTIN  concurred  in  fentiment  with  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc; 
that  if  calls  of  the  Houfe  were  fo  feldom  to  be  enforced,  all  rcfptct 
for  them  would  necelTarily  ccafe, 

Mr.  PORTER  prefaced  hi$  motion  for  granting  ^an  addirinnof 
pay  to  fubaltern  officers  in  the  army,  with  dating  the  differcnc?  r. 
times  when  that  pay  was  adjufted,  and  the  fubfcquent  rife  in  all  liu 
articlcsof  life.  At  prefent,  the  pay  of  military  officers  remair.i 
the  fame  as  at  the  time  of  Charles  H.  He  mentioned  tlic  incra:. 
that  had  fince  been  given  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  allowance  hxcj 
granted  to  officers  in  the  militia  ;  and  concluded  with  moving, 

'*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  His  Majcfly,  rcquc.:- 
ing  His  Majefty  to  take  into  his  gracious  confideration  the  ftatc  ct 
the  pay  of  the  fubaltcms  in  his  regiments  of  infantry  of  the  line,  anJ 
that  His  Majclty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  them  fuch  rtlicl 
as,  firom  the  increafed  price  of  all  the  necefTaries  of  life  fincc  tVs. 
period  at  which  their,  prefent  pay  was  originally  fixed,  to  His  RivJ 
wifdom  (hall  fcem  meet ;  and  that  this  Houf(?  will  znake  good  the 
fame." 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  objcaed  to  the  morion,  oni  • 
count  of  the  time  and  mode  in  which  it  was  brought  forward;  it 
involved  too  great  a  change  to  be  haftily  adopted,  more  particulailv 
as  there  was  no  neceffity  of  the  fervice,  which  called  for  any  fach  aug- 
mentation as  that  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  Hefzio'i 
that  if  in  the  prefent  inftance  the  principle  was  admitted,  it  would 
apply  to  all  offices,  civil  and  military,  and  it  would  be  impoffiblc 
to  know  where  to  flop. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  (hould  have  been  ghd  to  luv: 
dlfcuffed  the  queftion  then  under  confideration,  in  a  fuller  Houfe, 
and  to  have  entered  at  large  into  the  fubjedl,  becaufe  he  drought  the 
intercft  and  welfare  of  a  moft  valuable  and  meritorious  clafs  of  mtn 
involved  in  it,  and  the  dignity  and  juftice  of  the  nation  materially 
concern^,     But  if  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  weather,  or  iiny 
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xtraordinaiy  avocation,  had  Induced  the  Members  to  abfent  them* 
Avcs  from  their  feats,  he  (hould  content  himfclf,  on  the  prcfent  oc- 
ntiofiy  'With  oomprefling  as  much  of  the  fubjedt  as  he  was  able  in 
n  extraordinarily  froall  compafs. 

It  '(^ras  known  to  ever)'  one  that  was  in  the  Icaft  convcrfant  with  mi- 
it:!  nr  matters,  that  the  pay  of  the  fubalterns  of  the  army  had  not 
^cn  incrcafcd  fincc  tlie  time  of  Charles  the  Second.     It  was  equally 
.nown  to  every  individual   whatever,  that  the  value  of  money  had 
Mifidcrably  dirainifhed  (ince  that  period,   and  every  article  of  life 
Mil  materially  increafed  in   price.     Many  ai^guments  and  proofs 
nuft  fuggefl  thcmfclves  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  in  fupport  of  thefe 
declarations.     There  were  many  Members  of  that  and  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  no  doubt,  who  had  been  educated  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  and  who  had  fent  their  fqns  to  the  Univerfity  for 
education  ;  and  it  muft  be  within  their  recolledlion,  that  the  in- 
come allowed  had  been  increafed  in  the  proportion  of  one^ifth  ia 
every  thirty  years.     If,  therefore,  an  increafed  allowance  is  requi- 
fite  for  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years,  muft.  it  not  be  ap- 
parent, that  in  the  lapfe  of  more  than  a  century,  an  additional  al- 
lowance fbould  be  thought  neccffary  for  the  fubalterns  of  the  army  i 
General  Tarleton  faid,  he  was  not  aiguing  for  a  certain  defcriptipn 
of  officers,  who  had  found  protedion  under  the  prcfent  Minifters ; 
he  did  not  mean  thofe  officers  who  were  Enfigns  to-day,  Lieutenants 
to-morrow,  and  who  fprung  through  all  the  gradations  of  fervice  to 
a  Lieutenant-colonelcy,  like  mufhrooms,  wWch  arrived  at  maturity 
in  a  month :  but  he  was  contending  for  that  meritorious  clafs  of  men 
>»ho  felt  the  preffurc  of  every  tax  laid  on  them  as  Britifh  fubjefls, 
for  a  conflderable  time  back,  and  which  had  been  impofed  during 
^^c  prefenr  feffion  of  Parliament  with  redoubled  weight  andicverity. 
It  muft  be  admitted  by  every  one,  that  many  of  the  late  taxes,  and 
particularly  that  upon  Port  wine,  materially  afFedtcd  the  fubalterns 
of  the  line,  and  that  they  have  an  equal  claim  to  exemption  with 
any  other  clafs  of  individuals  whatever.      It  muft  likewife  ftrike 
e\cTv  one,  who  is  not  rcfolved  to  be  blind  and  deaf  to  all  informal- 
tion  and  knowledge,  that  if  innkeepers,  and  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  army  wanted  relief,  an  equal  affiftancc 
ought  to  have  been  extended  to   the  Enfigns  and  Lieutenants  of 
inarching  regiments.     If  any  additional  argument  was  wanting,  a 
late  debate  upon  the  eftablifliment  of  an  illuftrious  Perfonage  would 
of  itfcif  place  the  caufe  of  the  needy  fubaltem  in  the  ftrongeft  point 
of  view.     If  Princes  had  occafion  (and  neceffary  occafion  there 
niight  be)  for  additional  allowances  in  the  courfe  of  every  fifty  years 
—if  Princes,  he  faid,  had  this  juft  title  to  the  public  favour,  upon 
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whom  no  taxes  ^cre  levied,  had  not  the  fubalterns  of  the  line  a  jult 
right  to  the  attention  and  generofity  of  the  Public  ?  Or  can  it  be 
maintained,  that  the  fuffering  Clergy  of  France  oi^ht  to  reodvc 
98,0001.  a  year  from  this  country,  and  that  the  boon  required  fcr 
the  fubalterns  of  the  line,  which  his  honourable  friend  had  calcu- 
lated at  6o,oool.  only,  fhould  be  witl^held  by  the  voice  of  Parlii- 
ment  ? 

The  General  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  deficiency  of  fubaltcm? 

in  the  line.     He  remarked,  that  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  Ahk- 

rican  war,  that  deficiency  was  notorious  and  lamentable,  and  called 

upon  all  officers  who  had  been    employed  in  that  fcrvice,  to  bear 

teftimony  to  his  affertion.      In  this  war,  the  ferviee  has  been  cx- 

pofcd  to  the  fame  inconvenience  and  the  fame  difadvantage.      On  a 

former  occafion,  when  the  allowance  to   militia  officers  was  under 

the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  at 

War  to  declare,  from  his  official  documents,  if  the  deficiency  of 

fubalterns  was  not  greater  in  the  regiments  of  infantry  than  in  the 

corps  of  militia  ?  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  maintained  a 

moft  difcreet  filcncc.      He   now  repeated   that    challenge  ;  and  he 

cxpefled  no  anfwcr  but  what  the  old  adage  fuggefted,  "  that  filcncc 

gives  confcnt."     If,  therefore,  this  deficiency  was  great,  and  thi* 

inconvenience  was  of  a  growing  nature,  muft  it  not  be   obvious  to 

the  Houfe,  that  the  evil  complained  of  muft  become  daily  more  and 

more  prejudicial  and  deftruflive  to  the  public  ferviee  ? 

The  General  then  fliortly  recapitulated  and  enforced  fomc  of  his 
former  arguments  ;  and  ftrongly  contended,  that  the  additional 
allowance  to  fubalterns  (hould  be  conceded  with  a  good  grace, 
becaufe  their  claim  was  founded  in  jufticc,  and  could  not  long  be 
refifted.  He  then  continued,  "  I  will  keep  my  promife  to  the 
Houfe,  though  it  is  difficult  to  fct  bounds  to  my  expreffions  or  my 
good  wiffics,  touching  the  honourable  clafs  of  men  of  whom  I  have 
been  fpeaking.  But  the  right  honourable  gcnilcman  reafons  calmly 
and  coolly  upon  the  fubjcdt.  Like  one  who  enjoys  a  cool  miliury 
ftation  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  where  no  danger  intervenes,  and 
where  there  is  equal  prote(5\i(»n  againft  vertical  heat,  and  from  evctt 
other  inclemency  of  the  weather, 

**  Hejefls  at  fears  that  never  felt  a  wound,** 

Sir,  I  can  give  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  infonnatlon 
with  refpedl  to  the  duties  and  value  of  a  Britifli  fubaltcm,  wliidi  he 
cannot  derive  from  his  clerks  or  colleft  at  his  bureau.  It  is  equally 
the  pride  and  the  profeffion  of  a  Britifli  fuhaltcm,  to  fcrvehis  coun- 
try from  the  Poles  to  the  torrid  Zone.     He  is  crammed  into  (hij)? 
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like  a  negro,  though  he  is  rtot  ptovided  with  an  African  coriftitutiori* 
He  is  expofed  to  heats  and  colds,  and  every  viclflitude  of  weather  i 
he  is  fubjc^fled  to  the  pcftilential  vapours  which  teem  from  the  earth 
and  atmofphere  in  the  corrupted  clin^atcs  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  :  he  fcts  thp  example  of  patience,  when  famine  pinches  the 
iufiering  battalions.  The  feare  his  hardftiips  !— What  are  his  la- 
bours ?— He  (lands  in  the  front  of  the  camp  during  the  night ;  he 
leads  the  battle  during  the  day.  He  is  foremoft  on  patroles  and 
picquets  ;  he  condudls  forlorn  hopes  to  viflory  or  to  death  :  he  addi 
laurels  to  the  brows  of  the  moft  renowned  Commanders,  and  fomc- 
tinies  plants  them  where  they  would  not  otherwife  have  growth. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  advert  to  the  employment  and  fituation  of  the 
iubaltems  of  the  militia.  I  mean  no  invidious  comparifon  ;  for  I 
profcfs  that  I  have  for  the  militia  the  higheft  refpeft  and  veneration, 
becaufe  I  confider  them  as  the  conftitutional  guardians  of  the  coun- 
try i  but  it  cannot  be  deemed  improper  and  difrefpe6lful,  in  this 
point  of  view,  to  advert  to  the  duties  and  labours  which,  from  the 
difFercnt  nature  of  the  fcrvicc,  they  arc  deftined  to  perfonn.  It  is 
their  lot  to  encounter  du(ty  marches  from  Hounflow  to  Windfor,  of 
to  the  different  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis — ^To  en- 
dure warm  dances  with  the  matclilefs  beauties  of  Britain — to  pafs 
the  night  in  meniment  and  revelry— to  reftorc  exhauftcd  nature  on 
beds  of  thrice-driven  down — to  enjoy  the  fummcr  months  on  elevated 
and  well'fcicded  encampments,  pitched  in  the  cooleft  and  mod  fa- 
lubrious  fituations  in  the  kingdom  ;  to  iheathe  the  exercifing  fwprd 
on  the  approach  of  winter,  and  find  quarters  provided  for  them  in 
the  gayeft  and  moft  commodious  towns  and  cities  in  England.  Now, 
Sir,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  this  Houfe,  which  has  voted  rewards 
this  very  year  to  thefe  gentlemen,  to  tempt  them  to  endure  the  fa- 
tigues of  warfare,  and  to  rcliih  the  hard(hips  of  fervice,  can  refufe 
fuch  a  trifling  remuneration  as  is  now  propofed  to  fuch  an  ufeful 
and  valuable  body  of  men  as  the  fubalterns  of  infantry  ?  Gracious 
God  !  Sir,  is  it  poffible  tliat  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons  can  fofter 
and  protect  its  domedic  troops,  and  rejcfta  confolation  fo  ncceffary 
for  men  who  expofe  their  lives  to  every  peril  and  viciflitude  of  cli- 
mate— who  fight  the  battles  of  their  country  over  the  furfacc  of  the 
habitable  globe — who  have  extended  the  empire  of  Great  Britain— 
and  who,  at  this  jundture,  defend  its  dominion  and  its  commerce ! 

General  SMITH,    and  Mr.  M.  ROBINSON,  likewife  fup- 

ported  the  motion,  on  the  grounds  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  to 

fupply  the  necefTaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which  a  gentleman  had 

a  right  to  exped. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  oppofed  it,    adopting  the  idea  of  Mr. 
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Windham  as  to  the  principle^  and  exprdTing  a  great  an^detjr;  that 
the  Houfc  (hould  be  carefyl  of  e(labli(hing  precedents  for  iticrea^; 
the  expences  of  the  country^ 

TheHoufe  divided  on  the  motion  ; 
Ayes,  7;     Noes,  37 — Majority  againft  tlie  morion,  30. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  "  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be 
loom  read/*  <Mr.  Martin  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  counted,  ^a 
there  not  being  forty  Metnbcrs  prefcnt,  an  adjoumpient  look  ^ace 
of  couife* 

H^ednejdny^    Zph  May. 

A  Co|>y  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  an  affidavit 
made  by  General  Myers,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  tzanfimitted  to  one  of  His  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began,  by  obferving,  that  the  fubjcd 
which  he  ^*as  about  to  bring  before  the  Houfe,  was  one  inliich  he 
could  aflure  <hem  he  had  deeply  confidered,  (as  it  became  every  occ 
to  do,  who  took  fo  forward  a  part ;)  that  he  had  revolved  it  again  and 
ag^in,  and  that  he  had  even  been  fomewhat  confirmed  in  hb  opinioa 
upon  it,  by  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  evidently  the  general  fenti- 
xnent  of  the  Public  :    for  there  had  certainly  prevailed  an  opinion 
almoA  every  where  of  late,  that  Minifters  were  either  actually  oe- 
gociating  a  peace,  or  at  lead  were  purpofing  to  negociate;  and  the 
ground  on  which  many,  the  greatcfl  friends  to  Government,  had, 
In  various  letters,  advifed> him  to  decline  his  motion,  had  been,  that 
be  was  douig  that  which,  if  Government  were  left  undifharbed,  would 
loon,  by  their  own  fteps  towards  a  peace,  be  rendered  unneceflaiy. 
This  o^pedation  of  peace  had  arifen,  as  he  indfted,  not  from  any 
terms  in  the  refolutions  of  Adminilb*ation,  or  in  tlieir  languagie  in 
the  Houfe,  for  in  tliefe  they  had  plainly  intimated  that  they  bad  no 
thot^g^t  of  making  peace  with  France  at  prefent,  but  firom  the  ge- 
neral poAurc  of  affiurs,  which  had  naturally  led  men  to  imag^le 
that  this  was  a  time  when  pacific  meafures  might  be  taken.    Much 
joy  had  been  infufed  into  the  public  mind  in  confequcnce  ;   and  it 
nf%ht  certainly  therefore,  become  Adminiftration  to  Ibew  why,  at 
fueh  a  period  as  this,  they  (hould  not  treat.     He  tboii^ht  it  a  very 
important  duty  in  every  war,  not  only  to  take  care  that  in  the  com- 
mencement it  was  jufl  and  neceflfary,  but  to  look  out  alfo  from  time 
to  time,  bxc  every  opening  which  might  be  given  for  the  conclufion 
of  it ;  to  fee  whedier  the  original  motiyes  for  it  continued*— whether 
ow  own  <:oumry,  whether  that  of  the  enemy,  whether  the  ftatc  of 
other  powers,  and  the  general  circumfhnces  of  the  times,  made  it 
ntedf ul  ftitl  to  jMiriue  the  path  we  were  treading.     He  had  done  fo 
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in  his  own  mind  in  this  cafe,  and  he  would  now  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
chat  train  of  reafoning,  which  in  confequence  of  his  doing  fo>  he 
had  naturally  been  led  into  in  his  clofct.  The  general  fubjeft  of  th« 
cfFed  of  the  war  on  our  finances^  population,  and  commerce,  had 
been  fo  lately  dffcuffed,  that  he  fhould  dwell  little  on  thofe  points ; 
he  would  only  obferve,  that  there  fccmed  to  have  been  a  mlftake  ia 
taking  fuch  credit  as  had  been  done  for  the  prcfent  magnitude  of  our 
export  of  manufadures  when,  that  very  export  was  probably  to  be 
alciibed  in  part  to  the  war  itfelf ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  quoted  an  ob- 
fervation  from  an  author  on  die  wealth  of  nations,  noticing  the  mif- 
rake  which  had  arifen  in  a  former  war  on  this  point.     He  fpoke  next 
of  the  navy ;  which  though  certainly  at  prcfent  much  fuperior  on  the 
whole  (thougli  likely  to  be  lefs  fo  fince  the  treaty  by  which  a  Dutch 
force  was  to  be  added  to  that  of  France)  was  certainly  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  as  always  fuperior  in  every  part:  the  French,  by  leaving 
thcmfelves  quite  wtak,  cither  in  the  Mtrditer'ranean,  or  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  or  elfe  by  being  weak  at  home,  might  contrive  to  be  fupe-^ 
riour,  if  diey  pleafed,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  in  one  if  not  in  two  of 
ihofe  important  ftations,    and  as  they  had  no  commerce  to  defend, 
they  might,  without  much  facrifice  of  intcrefl,  ftrike  even  with  their 
fl^ct  a  temporary  ftroke.     When  the  extent  of  our  territories  alip 
wascnnGdercd,  which  it  belonged  to  our  rieet  to  defend,  it  certainly 
fxmed  to  be  too  much  to  foy  that  in  this  refpcdl  we  (hould  be  harm^ 
Kfs  and  untouched.     He  next  adverted  to  the  general  ftatc  of  the 
allied  powers  ;  and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  fubjeft  of  die  Empe- 
rors late  refcript,  in  which  he  tells  the  German  powers  that  he  is 
leady  to  make  peace  with  France  i  a  refcript  which  he  (Mr.  Wil- 
berforce)  undcrftnod  the  Emperor  figned  on  the  fame  day  on  which 
he  figned  the  trenty  with  tliis  country  for  a  loan  for  carrying  on  the 
war.     He  had  heard  it  faid  abroad,  diat  this  refcript  was  only  in- 
tended to  amufe  the  German  powers ;  and  that  the  Emperor  was 
not  lincere  in  it,  but  wifhed  rather  thereby  to  prevent  a  peace ;  4 
fcppofificm  which  he  would  nut  fo  calumniate  his  Imperial  Majefly 
as  to  allow  himfelf  for  one  moment  to  make.     What !    could  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  when  the  Emperor  faid,  as  he  did,  [Mr.  WUberforcc 
here  read  the  words  of  the  refcript]  "  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  into 
ncgodation,"  that  he  meant  in  reality  to  avoid  a  negociation  r  when 
he  (aid  that  "  he  would  confult  the  general  intctefts  of  the  Empire," 
^  he  meant  not  to  confult  their  intereft  ?  and  when  he  fpoke  of 
**  permanent  and  fecure  peace  with  the  French  Republic,"   and 
"  of  his  endeavouring  to  accomplifh  fo  dcfirablc  an  end,"  was  it 
to  be  fuppofed  that  he  thought  a.  fecure  peace  impoQible  or  undefir- 
iblc }  or,  that  he  thought  the  French  Republic  ought  not  to  be  ac- 
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knowlcdgcd  ?    If  fuch  were  the  Emperor's  meaning,  no  language 
could  be  ftrong  enough  for  him  to  ufe  in  rcprobatii^  fuch  deceit. — 
But  befides,  if  this  were  the  mode  of  doing  away  the  mcanii^of  d;c 
refcript,    and  we  were  to  truft  the  Emperor's  difpofition  to  go  en 
with  the  war  on  fuch  ground,  we  were  to  truft  him  on  the  very  grounj 
of  his  being  unworthy  of  truft ;  on  the  ground  of  his  refcript  btln^ 
an  afl  of  duplicity  to  the  States  of  Germany ;  and  on  this  grounl 
we  were  to  prefume  on  his  being  faithful  towards  us;  and  all  this  ar 
the  very  time  when  we  refufc  to  make  peace  with  France  beca'jfc 
Ihe  would  be  regardlefs  of  her  treaties,  "  being  incapable  of  mab- 
taining  the  accuftomcd  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  na- 
tions."    But  even  if  the  words  of  the  refcript  (hould  be  explained 
;iway,  the  profeffed  objcft  of  the  Emperor  was,  to  arrcft  a  treat> 
which  was  con^mencing.without  him,  by  faying,  that  he  was  willing 
alfo  to  treat:  the  Emperor  therefore  declared  in  fubftance,  tliat  k 
thought  France  might  be  treated  with.     On  every  ground,  then,  he 
muft  fuppofe  that  the  Emperor  thought  thus,    and  was  finccre. — 
What  then  was  the  ftate  of  the  confederacy  r    Our  allies  were  va- 
niftiing  away  very  faft,     Whether  the  Emperor  figned  the  refcript 
in  his  quality  of  head  bf  the  Empire  only,  or  in  that  of  King  of 
Hungary,  &c,  alfo,  he  did"  not  cxacVly  know,  but  at  any  rate,  he 
was  not  two  feparate  men  ;  and  if  peace  was  defirable  for  the  Ger- 
man Empire,  any  one  who  caft  his  eye  on  the  map,  muft  fee  that  ii 
muft  on  the  fame  ground  be  defirable  for  the  other  poffcflions  of  thK: 
Emperor  alfo.     The  aid  of  Germany,    and  even  of  a  quintaplcr 
contingent,  had  been  ftated  by  many  declarations  of  this  very  Em- 
pcror  to  be  abfolutely  neceffar)'  to  the  general  fucccfs  of  the  war  i 
and  now  if  Germany  fails  him,  Pruftia  alfo  having  withdrawn,  hi* 
own  territority  being  reduced,    and  his  army  being  (hut  out  from 
crofting  the  Rhine,  how  could  it  be  hoped  that  he  would  make  hr, 
thcr  head  againft  the  French  ?  As  to  Spain,  (he  likewifc  was  reported 
to  be  negociating,  and  her  known  weaknefs  was  one  groqnd  of  tK^ 
report.     From  Sardinia  litdc  was  to  be  expcAed.     An  alliance,  in- 
deed, with  RufTia  was  fpoken  of,  and  certainly  he  felt  difpofed  to 
commend  and  not  to  blame  the  endeavours  of  Government  to  inrc- 
reft  her  in  the  war ;    provided,   however,  we  fhould  not  thereby 
draw  down  upon  us  more  enemies  than  would  be  compcnfited  fi>r 
by  her  a(riftance.     Mr.  Wilberforcc  added,  that  even  though  his 
underftanding  (hould  dictate  a  policy  of  this  fort,  ftill  his  feeibgs 
would  follow  very  flowly,    for  he  fhould  find  it  very  hard  indeed 
to  bring  himfclf  to  wi(h  fuccefs  to  fuch  a  power  as  Ruffia  had  (hcwTi 
herfelf  to  be.     Having  dcfcribed  the  ftate  of  the  allies,  Mr.  Wil- 
berfbrce  next  adverted  to  that  of  France ;  and  here,  he  faid,  that 
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^'jtne  new  confideratioris  came  in,  which  the  Hpufe  had  never  had 
the  full  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  before.     Firft,  that  (he 
had  quieted  thofc  great  internal  infurrcdlions,  which  had  occupied 
fjme  very  confiderable  armies  during  all  the  preceding  periods  of 
the  war.     Not  only  the  allies  were  leflened  in  numbers,   and  in 
fj^rce  ;  not  only  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  withdrawn,  and  the  Empire 
fccmed  likely  to  follow  his  example ;  not  only  the  Britifh  troops  (a 
circumftance  which  ought  alfo  to  be  confidered)  were  removed  from 
the  continent,  while  the  line  of  frontier,    both  by  the  capture  of 
Holland  and  the  peace  with  Pruflia,  was  alfo  exceedingly  narrow- 
ed ;  but,  on,  the  other  hand  alfo,  by  the  quitting  of  thefe  infurrec- 
tbns,  there  was  a  large  acceflion  of  difpofable  force  gained  to  the 
French,  which  they  might  bring  at  once  to  bear  on  any  new  point. 
The  advantage  to  the  French  by  the  above-mentioned  defection  of 
cur  allies,  and  the  acceflion  to  their  own  ftrength,  he  computed  at 
between  2  and  300,000  menJ     Next,  as  to  the  French  refources. 
Their  paper-money,  as  he  underftood,  was  much  depreciated,  and 
had  fallen  ftill  more  very  lately  ;  neverthelefs,  every  thing  went  on 
as  before.     In  America  paper- nioney  had  been  depreciated  during 
the  war  far  below  the  prefent  depreciation  in  France,  and  yet  new 
rdburccs  had  after  this  been  opened ;  and  the  fallacy  of  fuppofing 
that  a  nation's  pecuniary  means  muft  end  with  its  paper  credit,  had 
been  evinced.     Inpointoffubfiftence,  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  ftated,  that 
he  had  received  information  from  various  quarters,  and  from  fomc 
pcrfons  who  had  arrived  from  France  within  thefe  2  or  3  days,  that 
generally  fpeaking  they  were  in  no  fort  of  diftrefs ;  that  in  Paris  in- 
4^ed  bread  had  been  fcarcc,  but  it  was  now  grown  lefs  fo  than  be- 
fore ;  and  in  many  parts,  he  believed  he  might  i^iy  in  nioti,  provi- 
fions  were  at  this  time,  cheaper  in  France  than  inlinglar.J.     But 
^hen  it  was  confidered,  moreover,  that  peace  was  now  n.;uic  te- 
twcen  France  and  Pruflia,  and  that  a  new  market  for  grain  was 
thus  opened,  and  even  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  (if  what  report  faid 
was  true,)  had  fliewn  himfelf  difpofed  to  rcfufe  corn  to  England, 
until  he  had  fupplicd  the  French  neceflitits  (not  to  mention  the  like 
aids  to  be  got  from  other  new  allies,)  furely  the  want  of  food  would 
not  be  urged  as  a  rcafonablc  ground  for  fuppofing  that  France  would 
be  exhaullcd  ;  bcfides  which,  it  (hould  be  confidered,  that  the  time  * 
of  harvcft  was  now  nearly  approaching.     Such  then  were  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  our  enemies  in  point  of  the  great  article  of  provi  fions ; 
next,  what  were  their  tempers  and  difpofitions?  In  the  armies 
there  had  been  no  fign  whatever  of  difaffeftion.     A  general  fatis- 
fetlion  prevailed  in  the  country,  as  w  is  natural  to  cxpcdJ,  on  ac- 
count of  the  termination  of  the  troubles  of  La  Vendee  and  of  the 
V0L.XLI.  3E 
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Chouans ;  and  fome  liopc  of  peace  was  excited  by  die  treaties  already 
made,  or  entered  into ;  and  whatever  partial  or  tcmponiTy  tumulcs 
might  arife  in  t^aris,  the  Idea  of  a  general  rifing  in  the  country 
Was  laid  afleep,  and  fcemed  now  to  be  over.  The  general  circun:^ 
ftances  of  the  war  alfo  tended  to  make  them  think  Acir  tioublcs 
nearly  come  to  an  end,  fur  peace  feemed  to  them  (as  it  did  to  the 
people  of  this  country)  not  far  di{lant>  and  any  evils  which  migai 
arife  were  likely  therefore  to  be  fubmittcd  to,  under  the  idea  of  tlttxr 
being  temporar)'.  The  condudt  of  foreign  nations  to  them  tended 
alfo  to  confirm  this  fentiment.  The  Duke  of  Tufcany's  treaty 
with  them  was  a  fmall  matter,  when  confidercd  in  the  light  of  an 
additional  ftrcngth  gained,  but  it  was  very  important  in  another  view, 
namely,  as  a  fymptom  of  the  fort  of  confidence  which  foreignert 
now  placed  in  them.  Here  was  a  (hrewd  Italian  Prince,  who  f<Hnc 
time  ago  thought  himfelf  fafcr  under  the  wings  of  the  confedexacr, 
but  who  now  thought  it  was  time  to  commit  himfelf  rather  to  the 
protciSlion  of  France.  The  French  peace  -with  Pruflia,  and  Swc* 
den's  recognition  of  the  French  Republic,  tended  in  like  roanna  to 
increafc  their  ftrength,  by  fuAaining  their  reputation  In  Europe. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  here  adverted  to  a  new  event  in  France,  which 
he  laid  he  had  heard  of  fince  he  came  into  the  Houfe.  He  meant 
the  commotions  recently  excited  in  Paris  (which  appeared  in  ibt 
newfpapers  of  that  day).  I'his,  he  £udj  was  a  kind  of  event 
which  he  was  not  particularly  furprifed  at,  and  which,  if  any  body 
meant  to  make  it  an  argument  againft  a  motion  for  peace,  he  ihoald 
wi(h  to  exprefs  his  opinion  ngaind  fuch  an  ufe  of  it  veiy  ftroi^y 
indeed.  We  mud  not  (faid  he)  allow  the  happxnefs  of  the  people 
of  England  to  be  the  fport  and  play  of  thefc  fucccflivc  events.  He 
had  obferved,  on  many  occafions,  a  difpofition  in  the  Houfe,  ^ 
well  as  in  fome  people  without  doors,  to.  be  on  the  watch,  as  it 
wei;p,  for  fome  new  event,  and  to  reft  almoft  the  whole  ground  of 
going  on  with  die  war  on  ibmething  future,  which  they  could  not 
define ;  and  v.'hich  they  had  waited  for  month  after  month,  and 
year  afrer  year.  Every  little  incident  was  noagnified  by  perfons  of 
this  defcription,  and  was  turned  into  an  aigument  againft  making 
peace.  He  knew  not  how  he  could  better  enforce  the  mifchicf  of 
adiirg,  in  fo  momentous  a  quedion,  as  that  of  war  and  peace  on 
thefe  tranfient  and  flight  grounds,  than  by  putting  the  Houfe  in 
mind  of  what  would  be  the  confequence,  if  France  were  to  ad  on 
her  fide  in  the  fame  manner.  What  if  her  gpvemment  were  to 
urge  the  high  price  of  provifions  (which  as  he  had  ftatcd,  were  in 
gt-neral  higher  here  than  in  France),  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  uigod 
it,  namely,  as  a  proof  diat  we  were  juft  cxbauflcd  i  WbaC  if  4c 
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raft  bounties  given  16  man  our  navy,  or  to  mcreafc  our  army>  and 
the  fevcral  new  cfForts  made  in  thofe  rcfpedls,  fhould  there  be  urged  ; 
and  what  if  the  rifings  which  had  taken  place  in  this  country,  which 
in  one  inftance  had  feemcd  for  a  fhort  time  rather  formidable,  (hould 
be  magnified ;  the  account  of  them  being  conveyed  by  perfons  the 
Icaft  favourable  to  our  Government  i  Would  not  in  fuch  cafe  a  very 
erroneous  judgment  be  formed  in  France  concerning  our  refourccs, 
2nd  concerning  the  probable  period  of  our  terminating  the  war,  if 
thcfc  alone  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  French  Government 
fuoidd  argue  on  the  fubje<S.     This  refledUcJn,  then,  (hould  teach 
us  caution  on  our  part :  it  fhould  teach  us  to  look  out  for  fome  fu- 
ture footing ;  not  taking  up  any  light  circumftance,  which  made 
little  or  nothing  to  the  general  argument,  and  on  which  a  mind  that 
vis  able  to  furvey  the  whole  of  the  fubjeft  ought  not  to  reft.     As 
to  the  probable  confcquences  of  purfutng  the  war,,  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc 
declared,  that  he  conHdered  them  ^s  in  their  nature  in  a  great  mea- 
furc  uncertain.     We  had  very  extended  foreign  territories,  and  they 
Ac  contrary.     With  rcfpeS  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  believed  every 
Weft  Indian  would  reply,  if  he  were  aflced,  that  peace  on  their  ac- 
count was  defirable ;  and  if  it  ftiould  continue  the  policy  of  the  French 
•as  it  had  hitherto  been),  rather  to  ruin  us,  than  alfift  themfelves, 
it  was  obvious  that  accejQTion  of  territory  in  St.  Domingo  was  hardly 
tnbedefired.     There  were  400,000  flaves  in  that  Colony,  many 
of  whom  had  been  in  acVual  rebellion,  and  others  had  had  great 
conceffions  made  to  them  ;  fo  that  the  reduftion  of  diat  ifland  into 
an  Englifli  colony  was  in  his  mind  far  from  defirable. — As  to  Gua» 
<faloupe,  it  fhould  be  remembered  what  venom  had  been  fpread  there 
a\fo,  where  a  Britifh  fort  had  been  taken  by  Blacks  armed  againft 
05.    Government  themfelves  alfo  had  admitted  that  it  was  not  in 
th-  power  of  any  naval  force  efFcflually  to  fecure  our  Weft-India 
poflcflions.      Much  therefore,  was  to  be  loft  by  war,  but  little  was 
to  be  gained  in  that  quarter.     In  the  Eaft  Indies,  wc  were  more 
«ut  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy ;  yet  the  recent  French  treaty  witli 
Holland  afieded  in  fome  meafure  our  interefts  in  that  quarter,  and 
Indian  Princes,  as  experience  has  always  fhewn,  are  apt  to  take 
occafion  of  making  war  when  they  knew  us  to  be  involved  in  hofti- 
litics  in  Europe.— The  Frenchi  diough  they  Ihould  give  them  little 
help,  might  at  Icaft  give  them  promifes  of  it,  and  might  poffibly 
blow  up  a  fhme ;  fo  that  there  alfo  we  had  much  to  lofe,  and  little^ 
or  ratficr  nothing  to  acquire.    There  was  another  quarter,  he  meant, 
Ireland,  on  the  fubjedi  of  which  it  would  be  better  to  hint,  than 
^  bj  much.     It  had  been  cxprefsly  advifed  the  Catholics  to  pufti 
their  claims  radicr  in  a  attic  of  peace  than  of  war*     If  tlicn  many 
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or  all  of  our  allies  (hould  fail  us,  he  would  leave  it  tQ  the  ima^natlur 
of  the  Houfe  to  fupport  the  ground  for  making  peace  that  arofe  on 
this  quarter.  .  Laftly  then,  as  to  the  probable  effedls  of  war  on  vjs 
country;  heretofore,  indeed,  it  might  juftly  be  faid  to  be  carried  on 
in  order  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  French  principles  4  but  new  he 
believed  there  was  much  mbre  danger  of  their  being  ftrcngtbcncd 
by  a  general  difcontent  arifing  from  the  continuance  of  the  wir, 
*and  from  the  confequences  of  its  continuance,  than  from  any  im- 
portation of  the  principles  thcmfelves  from  France  ;.  for  the  natur: 
of  them  had  now  been  fccn  through  \  the  fpirit-of  Jacobinifm  anJ 
fraternixation  had  fubfided,  even  in  that  country,    and  a  gradual 
change  in  this  rcfpeift  had  taken  place.     Anodier  bad  effi£^  of  thr 
war  in  tliis  country  was,  the  drawing  off  fo  great  a  part  of  the  peo- 
ple to  a  military  life.     Government,  indeed,  deferved  praifc,  anj 
not.  blame,  in  his  opinion,  for  this  meafure,  fo  loiig  as  the  va: 
cxifted :  ftill,  however,  it  was  a  very  fcrious  evil,  tending  to  hurt 
cffentially  the  morals  of  the  people,  to 'detach  them  from  thchabit> 
of  civil  life ;  and  tliough  no  prefcnt  confequences  might  be  f^t, 
j'et  very  material  ones  might,  at  foroe  diftance  of  time,  perhaps 
follow.      Mr.  Wllbcrforce  here  took  occafion  to,  introduce  a  rcmad 
refpcfling  the  cfFecft  of  our  perfevering  in  the  war,  on  the  minds  rf 
the  people  of  America.     On  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  capruir 
of  Holland,  in  the  capital  of  America,  be  had  read  in  an  American 
paper,  that  great  paflions  of  joy  were  manifefted,  and  that  not  onJ/ 
by  individuals,  but  the  city  guns  were  fired,  and  the  city  bells  were 
rung.     If,  therefore,  w?  fhould  appear  to  them  to  pufh  the  war  fo 
a  moft  extn  me  and  unreafonable  length,  might  it  not  be  fuppofed, 
that  fome  jciloufy  would  be  excited  on  diat  Continent,  cither  through 
the  idea  of  our  wanting  to  poflfefs  ourfelvcsof  the  whole  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  (a  fiippofitioa  which  he  believed  they  had  already  va»ic)  (k 
of  our  having  a  rooted  enmity  to  all  Republican  Governments; 
neither  of  which  could  b?  very  pleafing  circumftances  to  their  minds. 
As  to  the  effeds  of  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  France,  Mr.Wil- 
berforce  declared  himfclf  very  ftrongly  perfuaded  that  the  war  tend«i 
under  the  prefent  circumftances,  rather  to  prevent  a  countcr-rc\'o- 
lution  than  to  forward  one.     Suppofc  the  moft  fuccefsfiil  events  ^^ 
war  to  happen :  fuppofe  Auftria  to  penetrate  into  France :  fuppofe 
alfo,  fome;  new  Ruffian ,  allies,  frefii  from  the  capture  of  Poto/i 
to  be  united  with  them,  and  to  march  into  that  country,  would  not 
the  people  of  France  unite  more  than  ever  againft  thofc  freft  in- 
vaders, forget  their  internal  animolitics^  and  be  again  comprcffcd 
into  rcfiftance  ?  Or,  fuppofe  thefe  animofitics  to  continue,  vc  h^d 
fccn  aires  dy  that  France,  though  weak  and  difturbcd  iii  her  center, 
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might  dill  be  tenible  in  her  extremities.     An  idea,  he  faid,  had 
prevailed,   that,  if  peace  Ihould  be  made  with  one  party  in  France, 
2nd  that  party  (hould  be  dirpoirciTed,  the  fuccceding  one  would,  of 
courfc,  not  abide  by  it.     This  fuppo(ition  feemed  to  him  cxtrcraely 
iAk.      If  the  people  were  for  peace  (which  they  moft  certainly  and 
aJmoft  univerfally  were)  cveiy  new  party  would  court  the  popular 
favour  by  the  prefcrvation  of  peace,  and  not  by  the  breach'  of  it. 
The  party  now  in  power  was  that  which  was  peculiarly  favourable 
to  peace,   more  fo  probabiy  than  any  which  could-  be  fuppofed  to 
f'jccccd  them.  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  having  fpoken  of  the  confequenccs 
of  purfuii^  the  war/next  turned  to  thofe  which  nd^t  be  expe6lod 
from  making  peace.     He  &id,  that  wherever  we  turned  our  view, 
the  moft  evident  advantages  feemed  likely  to  refult  from  it.     In  the 
Weft,  in  the  £aft,  in  Ireland,  and  at  home,  much  was  to  be  ex- 
pcSed  from  it.     He  particularly  noticed,  that  our  markets,  which 
the  prolongation  of  the  war  might  deprive  us  of,  remained  ftill  open. 
If  then  peace  was  fo  delirable,  what  obftru6ted  it?  Would  not  the 
people  of  this  countiy  be  perfuaded  to  agree  to  it?  If  they  ftiould 
fee  Government  treating  for  peace,  did  the  Houfe  think  the  nation 
would  feel  difappointed  ?  He  had  already  noticed  their  wiflies  or 
the  fubjcd.     Were  the  allies  unwilling  ?  The  chief  doubt  waSp 
whether  if  we  purfued  the  war,  and  even  paid  them  for  it,  they 
would  continue  to  join  us.     Were  the  French  unwilling?  Eeitho' 
the  French  people  or  the  French  Government?  He  was  firmly  per- 
fuaded, that  if  any  fuch  pacific  language  was  held  out,  as  that 
^hicli  his  motion  conveyed,  means  would  be  taken  to  try  by  fome 
ncutnl  powers  the  cffc€t  of  a  negociation.     There  had  been  in 
France  a  growing  fpirit  of  moderation.     In  Bourdcaux,  Britifti 
property  to  a  great  amount  had  lately  been  fufFcred  to  be  taken  away, 
tiiough  known  to  be  Britifb,  and  that  part  of  it  which  the  Conven- 
tion had  taken  for  its  own  ufc  had  been  rcfiored  in  value,  upon  an 
^ppraifement  made  by  the  brokers  ufually  employed  by  the  merchants. 
He  could  not  help  wiftiixig  ibr  his  own  part,  to  had  any  thing  like 
*  ceflation  of  frenzy,  and  to  take  care  left  we  ourfclves,  by  our 
high  language,  (hould  again  bring  on  the  paroxyfm.     Hitherto  our 
hv\g^age  had  been,  that  though  we  would  not  refufe  to  make  peace 
^ith  France,  even  under  the  form  of  a  Republic,  yet  we  were  de- 
cidedly againft  making  peace  with  the  prefent  men  in  power,  and 
^ith  the  prefent  Republic ;  for  we  have  implied  that  the  prefent 
C^vcmmcnt  is  incapable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations  of 
pace  and  amity  with  other  nations. 

'The  prefent  motion,     he  faid,   would    not    oblige    Govem- 
^^  to  treat  9  it  would  merely  prepare  the  way  for  it.     It  would 
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do  much  lefs  than  the  Emperor  had  done ;  for  the  words  of  it  were 
much  weaker.  He  had  exprcfsly  declared  France  to  be  capabk  cf 
maintaining  thcfe  relations,  by  the  whole  fpirit,  as  well  as  words,  of 
his  refcript.  What  he  had  done  thus  ftrongly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  partially,  he  wifhed  the  Houfc  to  do  in  a  more  dignified  man- 
ner, by  declaring  itfclf  not  unwilling  to  entertain  ncgpciation,  frifh 
a  view  to  peace  with  all  the  allies.  Mr.  Wilberforce  here  read  his 
motion,  viz. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfc,  that  the  prefent  circum- 
**  fiances  of  France  ought  not  to  preclude  the  Government  of  thii 
•'  country  from  entertaining  propofals  for  a  general  pacification,  and 
*'  that  it  is  for  the  intcreft  of  Great  Britain  to  make  peace  widi 
**  France,  provided  it  can  be  efFeftcd  on  fair  terms,  and  in  an  bo- 
•'  nourable  manner." 

Mr.  Wilberforce  having  read  his  intended  motion,  proceeded  to 
make  fome  anfwer  to  what  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  aigumenti 
againfi  the  meafure  he  recommended  ;  particularly  adverting  to  the 
objedions  to  peace  urged  by  Government  in  former  debates.    Manr 
of  thefe  he  remarked  were  now  turned,  in  a  great  meafure,  throflrfi 
the  change  of  circumftances,  againft  thofe  who  ufed  them.     Tlius 
it  had  been  faid,  as  a  reafon  for  continuing  the  war,  that  if  we  would 
not  continue  it  while  we  had  the  advantage  of  fo  many  allies,  wc 
fhould  in  the  end  have  to  make  war  alone.     This  would  not  be 
urged  in  the  feme  degree  now : — This  very  event  was  approaching, 
not  through  our  making  peace,  but  through  our  too  long  conrinuancc 
of  the  war ;  and  if  we  wiflied  to  fecure  a  future  co-operation  of  al- 
lies, the  way  now  would  be  to  diffolve  what  remains  of  the  confe- 
deracy bv  confent,  before  it  entirely  diflblved  itfelf,  as  the  only 
chance  of  rcfuming  it,  if  hereafter  it  (hould  be  neceflary ;  he  might 
therefore  in  this  particular  inftance  retort  their  own  argument  on 
Ihcmfelvcs.     Another  argument,  always  hitherto  ufed,  would  not 
now  be  repeated,  viz.  that  we  could  not  make  peace  with  France 
without  acknowledging  the  Republic ;  and  without  acknowledging 
it  as  foondcd  on  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality,  and  the 
Rights  of  Man.     But  had  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  had  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  had  the  King  of  Sweden,    had  the  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
in  this  fcnfe  acknowledged  the  Republic  ?  Had  they  figncd,  orpro- 
pofcd  to  fign  (as  all  who  acknowledged  Ae  Republic  were  faid  to  do) 
their  own  depofition  ?  No ;  the  treaties  entered  into*  had  been  mu- 
tually figncd  as  other  treaties  ufually  are,  and  it  had  been  (hc^ 
that  no  impediment  of  this  kind  had  exifted.     Again,  the  fafety  of 
Euroixr  had  been  declared  to  be  a  principal  ground  of  war ;  but  it 
Europe  was  determined  to  take  caro  ofitfclfi  and  to  make  peace  a«  the 
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yrfl  meang  of  confulting  its  hfctf^  did  it  belong  to  Great  Brkain  to 
Sghc  her  batdcs  for  her,  and  to  fight  theifi  alone,  or  almoA  alone  ? 

Xhe  declining  rcfourccs  of  France  had  been  dated  as  another  en* 
nxjragement  to  go  on  with  the  war — but  when  was  the  cciTation  of 
them  to  arrive  i  Their  armies  did  not  want  frcfh  requifitions,  and 
every  thing  went  on  ftill  much  as  heretofore.     There  was  one  view 
uf  the  fubjc£l,  whicli  he  had  not  yet  taken,  which  feemed  fo  highly 
important,  that  he  mud  here  touch  upon  it.     He  alluded  to  the 
prufpeA  which  naturally  prefcnted  itfelf  to  fomc  minds,  of  a  gene- 
ral war  in  Europe,  as  likely,  ere  long,  to  arife.     Ruffia,  it  might 
be  fuppofed,  would  take  part  with  us.     Turkey,  on  the  other 
hsnd,  and  other  powers,  with  France ;  and  a  new  fcene  of  the 
mod  extcnfive  hodilitics  might  in   that  cafe  follow.     Humanity 
n)uddered  at  fvich  a  fcene ;  but  even,  puttir^  humanity  out  of  the 
qudlion,  it  feemed  to  him,  in  the  view  of  dry  policy,  that  fuch  a 
Csiurfe  of  events  mud  be  highly  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain.    Who 
could  fay  what  might  be  the  confcquence  of  drengtheningAudriaand 
Ruflia,  as  their  fuccefles  might  do ;  or  of  the  irruption  of  French 
troops  into  almod  all  Europe,  if  the  other  fide  diould  prove  fupe- 
tier.     The  very  oppofing  armies  might  catch  the  fpirit  of  French 
democracy;    and  when  it  was  confidered   that  the  French  re- 
volution owed  its  rife  to  a  great  preifure  on  the  lower  orders  of  the 
pco{dc  in  that  country,  what  oiight  not  be  the  confequence  on  th^ 
l4appinds  as  well  as  on  the  minds  of  all  the  lower  orders  of  people 
in  Europe,  if  an  expenfive,  dedruf^ive,  and  almod  univerial  war 
thouM  prevail  i  Certainly,  the  cfieds  would  be  incalculable. 

Mr.  Wilberfbcoe  here  obferved,  how  important  a  duty  it  was  to 
endeavour  to  dop  the  flames  of  war  from  extending  themfelves  over 
the  world,  and  how  ardently  he  widiedtoprevent  the  extermination 
of  fo  huge  a  part  of  the  human  race.     Never  did  he  more  drongly 
fed  his  obli^Kions  to  his  oondituents,  than  in  fuch  a  crifis  as  the 
prefent ;  when,  by  fending  him  to  Parliament,  they  enabled  him, 
perhaps,  to  be  an  indrument  (however  unwortt^  of  it)  of  leifen* 
ing  the  deftruAion  of  mankind,  and  promoting  the  attainment  of 
the  peace  of  Europe.     And  what  were  the  objeds  to  be  efFe£ted  by 
our  piirfuing  war,  to  obtain  a  Government  in  France  worthy  of 
tntft  ?  Every  nation  almod  might  carry  on  eternal  war  on  this  prin* 
tif)e.   Might  not  Turkey  (ay  the  fame  of  Ruflia,  who  had  uniform- 
ly broke  £iith  with  her ;  and  even  Rufiia  of  Turkey,  of  whofe  le- 
ligion  it  was  die  piofeffed  prindfrfe  never  to  make  peace  with  in- 
&Us.     Mr.  Wilbeiforce  concluded,  by  remarking  what  would, 
^  Us  Dptxaoii,  be  the  tnie  line  of  policy  for  this  Court,  namelj, 
tocttitiTafii.tur;dameftic  refourocs^  to  coofult  the  hs^incf$«  the 
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gooJ  moraU,  and  the  comfort  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ; 
anJ  to  excite  their  confidence  in  Adminiftration  :  to  keep,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  much  as  miy  be  from  continental  conne6ltons>  on 
account  of  the  general  uncertainty  of  th^m,  the  charaftcr  of  foreign 
Princes,  and  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.  He  ended  with 
obferving,  that  what  he  had  faid  had  been  diftinfl,  as  h«  truflcJ, 
and  determinate  ;  he  hoped  that  thofc  who  made  objedtions  to  Lis 
arguments,  would  treat  the  fubjeS  in  like  manner,  and  not  refort  tj 
any  fubtlc  diftinclions  ;  nor  merely  advifc  the  Houfe  in  a  general  war 
to  go  on,  hoping  that  things  (though  they  knew  not  why)  might  torn 
out  better.  Prcdidions  of  die  fuccefs  of  warliad  feldom  anfwercd. 
Prediftions  of  the  advantages  on  the  fide  of  peace  had  generally  bi..n 
ful61Ied.  In  the  cafe  of  America  it  had  been  faid,  and  bv  Id^h 
authority,  that  if  we  made  peace,  and  recognized  her  independence, 
the  fun  of  Great  Britain  would  be  for  ever  fet ;  but  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  moft  (implc  and  common  caufes,  the  greateft  prcfp^ric)- 
had  followed  our  pacification  with  that  countr}'.  The  fame,  Iic 
believed,  would  happen,  if  they  would  make  peace  with  France, 
and  the  motion  which  hepropofed  would  hardly  fail,  if  it  were  car- 
ried, to  bring  about  that  objc6t. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.     He  adverted  to 
an  argument  that  had  often  been  urged,  that  it  was  impoflTible  to 
have  a  permanent  peace  with  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France ; 
and.a(ked  whether  wc  ever  had  rt  permanent  peace  with  France,  or 
whether,  during  thclaft  half  centur)',  wc  at  any  time  had  a  peace 
that  had  lafted  for  more  th^n  fevcn  years'^'  The  feft  was,  that  we 
had  been  continually  embroiled  in  wars,  from  the  ambition  of  that 
very  Monarchy  which  we  were  now  fo  anxious  to  rcftorc.     He  re- 
marked only  one  difference  in  our  prefent  fituation  ;  formerly,  wc 
were  at  war  with  the  Kings  and  Minifters  of  France,  now  wc  were 
at  war  with  the  people.     He  remarked  on  the  ftate  of  the  conftxic- 
racy  again  ft  France,  and   on    the  abfurdity  of  any  reliance  on  the 
ppofered  aHiftance  of  the  EmpreTs  of  Ruflla.     Such  an  oflfer  on  her 
part  could  only  proceed  from  a  ftrong  prefiimption  of  Britith  credu- 
lity.    Had  (he  really  wiflicd  to  lend  any  eiFedlual  aflTiAance  to  this 
country  in  the  profeciition  of  the  prefent  conteft,  flic  had  opportuni- 
ties fuflicient  to  have  evinced  the  linccritv  of  her  intentions.     He 
did  not  wiih  to  rcficdl  on  the  charadler  Of  the  (bldiers  and  officers 
who  had  been  engnged  in  a£lion  ;  their  condudt  was  fuch  as,  in  his 
opinion,  to  add  frelh  luftre   to  the  military  fame  of  the  counti)' ; 
but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  had  been  fomething  rc- 
naifs  in  our  naval  operations.     He  quoted  the  condud  of  the  fleet 
which  in  1759  gained  tlie  famous  vidtory  of  ^a  HochC|  and  whkh 
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ring  almoft  all  the  winter  had  been  out  at  fea,  cruifingofFBreft, 
?  preventing  any  depredations  upon  our  commerce.  He  confider- 
•lie  prcfcnt  motion  as  a  call  upon  Minirtcrs*to  put  a  flop  to  the 
lie  of  mifeiy  and  calamity  which  was  now  going  on  ;  to  conciliate 
■  public  mind,  by  adopting  mcafurcs  to  bring  about  a  peace,  and 
preclude  the  neceflity  of  making  any  addition  to  thofe  burdens, 
:ich  had  already  increafcd  to  fuch  an  extent,  that  they  could  not' 
ich  longer  be  borne.  -  Amidft  the  diftrefs  created  by  thcfe  burdens, 
adverted  to  a  bill  which  had  been  brought  in  for  paying  certain 
bts,  -which  had  excited  general  indignation  in  the  country  ;  a  bill 
icli^  if  it  was  allowed  to  pafs,  muft  for  ever  ftain  the  charadcr 
•he  Houfe.  He  aflccd,  on  what  particulnr  circumftance  Minifters 
It  their  hopes  of  fucccfs  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  conteft, 
aether  on  thefituation  of  the  Weft  Indies,  or  the  fuperiority  of  our 
:z  in  ihc  Mediterranean,  which  had  derived  fo  much  advantage 
•m  the  Spanifh  cooperation  ?  He  concluded  with  ftatiog,  that  he  ' 
id  long  been  a  warm  friend  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  right  ho- 
jurable  gentleman  ;  but;  he  muft  confefs  that  he  now  (huddcred  at' 
X  profpc<£l  before  him. 

The  right  honourable  WILLIAM  WINDHAM,  Secretary  at 
V*ar,  faid,  that  the  Houfe  had  now  heard  the  reafons  urged  by  die 
onourable  mover  and  fcconder,  in  fupport  of  a  motion  fo  cxtraor- 
i;ury,  both  in  itfelf,  and  in  relation  to  the  fendmcntsanddecla* 
ations  which  had  formerly  been  adopted  by  thofe  hoiv)u«ible  gende- 
acn,  in  conjundlion  with  a  great  majority  of  that  Houfe.  H« 
^ed  as  to  the  propriety  of  bringing  forward  queftions  at  different 
>^riods  of  a  war,  whether  under  any  change  of  circumftances  that 
r  i^ht  have  taken  place,  it  was  advifeable  to  proceed  in  the  profe* 
*:\on  of  the  conteft.  The  point  then  to  be  difcuffed  was,  whc- 
hzT  any  fuch  change  had  taken  place  ?  He  affirmed  that  no  fuch 
hange  had  taken  place,  or  at  Icaft  none  which  rendered  peace  in 
he  prefent  moment  preferable  to  the  profecution  of  the  war.  He 
emarked,  that  in  every  argument,  it  was  necelTary  to  confider  thofe 
nf'xih  whom  we  were  arguing.  In  the  prefent  inftancc,  then,  it  was 
aecellary  for  him  to  cOnfider  whether  he  was  arguing  with  thofe 
whoy  in  its  commencement,  had  confidered  the  prefent  war  as  juft 
ind  hecelTaiy ;  or,  in  other  words,  as  juft,  bccaufe  it  vrzs  necef- 
tr\',  who  had  reprobated  the  doftrines  of  the  French,  and  wifhed 
the  deftrudioQ  of  the  fyftem,  which  they  were  attempting  to  eftab^ 
tlih ;  or  with  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  war  firom  its  outfet ;  who 
bd  approved  the  doctrines  of  the  French  ;  who  had  held  out  the 
example  of  their  revolution  as  moft  glorious  ;  who  had  wifhed  fuc- 
ccfs to  their  exertions,  and  bad  even  openly  profeflfcd^at  the  cltab- 
VfL.XLI,  -jF 
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IKhment  of  the  Republic  was  an  event  dcfirable  to  mankind.      It 
tias  evident  that  the  queffion,  as  taken  in  relation  to  thofe  cppolstc 
opinions^  mud  be  argued  upon  grounds  entirely  different,  and  tt 
was  only  to  the  latter  deftription  of  perfons  that  he  meant  to  addrcf^ 
himfelf.      In  every  qucftion  refpcfting  peace,  two  things  were    c«» 
be  confidcred,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  kept  fiifii- 
cienily  diftinft  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument ;  firft,  what  fort  of  peac^ 
was  to  be  gained  ;  and  fccondly,  what  were  the  means  erf  gjdmr^ 
it  ?  The  honourable  mover  fecmcd  too  much  to  confider  peace  as 
peace.     He  fecmed  to  think  that  the  moment  the  treaty  was  lignrti, 
we  ihould  be  at  liberty  to  diiband  our  armies  ;  that  profpcrity  wxnild 
of  courfe  return^  and  that  wc  (hould  immediately  enter  upon  a  ca- 
reer of  tranquillity  and  affluence.     On  that  fubjeft,  faid  Mr.  Wind- 
ham,  I  differ  from  htm  mod  widely  ;  he  thinks  peace,  in  the  pre- 
font  moment,  fafe  and  honourable  ;  I  think  it  neither  (afc  nor  ho^ 
nourablc.     But  here  I  cannot  help  remarking*  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  Is  a  fort  of  conftitution-monger,  and  that  he  declared. 
Upon  a  former  occafion,  that  he  would  give  to  France  the  fame  co;>- 
flitution  as  tliat  of  America.     The  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  them  a  conftitution,  as  if  it  was  a  ready-made  houfir,  which 
could  be  tranfported  without  inconvenience  from  one  place  to   arw 
other,  and  as  if  every  Government  did  not  grow  out  of  the  habits, 
die  prejudices,  the  fentiments,   and  the  aflredlions  of  the  people.^- 
[A  loud   cry  of  "  Hear!  hear!"    from  the  bench  of  Oppolitioo.] 
He  would  give  them  a  conftitution,  as  children  who  had  furrounded 
a  twig  with  a  quantity  of  dirt,  would  think  that  they  had  planted  a 
tree.     Some  qucftions  he  wifhed  to  aik,  as  to  the  means  of  attaining 
peace.     And  firft  he  would  a(k,  was  to  exprefs  a  dcflre  of  peace  oa 
the  part  of  this  country,  the  bcft  means  of  attaining  it  ?     How  for, 
ought  the  inclination  for  peace  manifcfted  by  France,  to  operate  2% 
an  inducement  to  this  country  to  come  forward,  and  manifeft   its 
difpofitions  for  the  fame  purpofc  ?    How  for  would  this  znclinadcin 
for  peace  in  France  be  likely  to  grow  and  increafe  in  confequenct 
of  our  keeping  aloof,  and  abibiining  from  any  declaration  that  might 
indicate  a  reciprocity  of  fentiment?  Mr.  Windhamafked  whatchai^ 
had  taken  place  in  the  ftate  of  France,  fince  the  fubjcd  was  laft  un- 
der confidcration,  which  tended  to  render  any  negotiation  for  peace 
more  fecure  ?    A  great  change  had  indeed  taken  place,  but  none 
•    which  rendered  any  profpeft  of  peace  permanent ;  the  Government 
was  not  become  more  durable,  nor  was  the  charadcr  of  die  people 
changed  ;  he  did  not  at  prefcnt  fee  any  reafon  why  they  might  net 
return  to  the  fpirit  of  domination,  and  the  fpirit  of  profelytifni  which 
had  formerly  rendered   them  fo  dangerous.     The  prefcnt  boi:V»xJ 
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kctn  of  moderation  acquired  all  its  praife  only  from  being  contrail- 
with  the  fiMTDcr  infamous  proceedings  of  the  Government.     It  is 
xlcratc,    it  is  true ;  but  how  is  it  moderate  ?   It  is  moderate  only 
coinpaiifon  with  the  preceding  plans  of  tfcrror,  murder,  and  pro* 
ription.       Compared  with   other  Governments,  the  Government 
France  is  ftill  di(lingui(hed  for  injuftice,  violence,  and  infult ;  or 
Imitting,    finr  the  fake  of  argument,  that  it  were  not  fo,  is  it  poffiblc 
>  pn^>he(y  how  long  it  may  be.  before  fuch  a  fyftem  may  return  ? 
But  here  let  us  examine,  faid  he,  in  what  manner  this  change. 
"15  produced.     They  have  been  brought  down  to  talk  the  language 
i  moderation,  and  therefore  their  moderation  is  the  rcfult  of  necef- 
iry.      They  arc  relaxed  in  their  drcuniftaRces,    their  vigour  is 
Ncakened,   and  th«r  courage  crippled.     If  they  had  the  delire  to 
rrvive  their  former  atrocities,   they  have  not  now  the  power,  and 
it  Is  our   duty  to  prevent  diem.     Their  fortune  has  reached  i» 
Soody  and  is  now  ebbing  faft  away.     The  fymptoms  ef  decay  aie 
Tcvaxufeft,   and  the  pulfe  that  raged  fo  violently  will  foon  no  longer 
beat.     He  remarked,  that  though  the  honourable  Mover  bad  de- 
mjinded  a  precife  anfwer,  he  had  not  encouraged  it  by  bringing  for- 
ward any  thing  precife  in  his  own  ftatement.     He  had  given  it  as 
VAs  opinion  that  the  diilrefs  in  the  interior  of  France  was  not  great. 
He  had  thought  that  fincc  the  communication  had  begun  to  be  open, 
fim  there  was  fuch  a  body  of  evidence  with  refpefl  to  the  exiftcnce 
of  that  diftrefe,  as  could  not  well  have  been  refifted,   and  that  the 
cu!nfeflu>ns  of  the  extreme  hard(hips  fuffered  frOm  the  depreciation  of 
aflignats,  and  the  fcarcity  of  proviGons,  were  too  frequent  and  no- 
tonous  to  be  in  any  degree  invalidated.     The  honourable  gentleman 
talked  of  recent  reports  as  to  difturbances  in  Paris,  of  the  truth  of 
TKhidi  he  ieemed  to  intimate  fomc  doubt.     They  might  not  indeed 
be  true  to  the  extent  to  which  they  had  been  ftated  ;  they  had,  how- 
ever, now  been  reported  upon  the-  authority  of  public  papers,  and 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  called  their  exiftcnce  in  quef- 
^n,  might  as  well  difpute  the  accounts  of  the  m^ifacres  at  Paris, 
or  the  ravages  of  the  guiilodne.     Was  it  to  be  treated  as  a  matter 
of  flight  report  that  the  mob  had  broke  into  the  auguft  body  of  the 
Convention,  that  the  Members  had  been  forced  to  fly,  that  the  head 
of  one  of  their  number  had  been  cut  oiF,  and  that  with  the  bead  in 
their  hand,  the  mob  had  addreiTcd  a  fpeech  to  the  Prcfident  of  the 
Convention  ?     Little  hope  would  \»  entertained  of  the  permanency 
^  duration  of  that  Government,  which  has  not  efRcient  means  ot 
prore6ti(»i  and  defence  againA  fuch  violence  and  outrage ;  and  as  to 
the  fuppofition  of  thefe  accounts  being  bare  reports,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  forgotten,  that  while  he  treated  them  fo,  he  ba4 

3F  z 


404  PARI^IAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

himfelf  brought  forward  uncertain  reports  of  a  treaty  of  pc.icc  '-be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  Spain,  as  well  as  other  Prince?  .i 
German  V. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  confidered  the  events  ':  it 
had  happened  fince  the  propriety  of  a  ncgociation  was  lall  difc-ird. 
Whether  tiiecondu6l  of  the  enemy  was  different  now  to  whar  n  waf 
then,  could  not  be  eafily  decided ;     be  had   ftated,   however,  that 
there  was  an  increafe  of  power  on  their  part,  and  a  pro]x>rrion3fc 
decieafc  on  ours,  ^or  what  is  nearly  tantamount,  that  as  cur  alliances 
were  weakened,  their  alUanccf  grow  ftronger.     One  promine/itofc- 
jcA,  the  defcdion  of  our  allied,  was  particularly  expatiated  on  by 
Ac  honourable  ge^itlemao.     To  fuch  a  declaration  Mr.  Windiam 
f^pofed  one  brokd  leading  cAnfldcration,  the  ftate  of  dillrefs  and 
fhfte  of  opinions  now  prevalent  in  France.     Nothing,  he  affirmed, 
but  the  condufi  held  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  fudi 
IkietioAs  as  that  which  he  had  now  brought  forward,  could  prevent 
A  (peedy  teripination  of  the  conteft  in  which- we  were  now  engaged. 
Here,  he  confeffed,  there  was  nothing  but  aflcrtion  againft  aflpr- 
tion,  appeal  againfl  appeal.     He  then  adverted  to  the  reafoningem* 
^oyed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  order  to  induce  the  counrrr 
to  fnatch  at  the  firft  opportunity  for  peace.     He  had  affirmed,  that 
.  its  extent  of  territory  was  too  grout  to  be  protected  y  that  its  burdens 
were  too  fcvere  to  be  borne  ;  he  had  infinuated  that  the  country  was 
come  to  that  pitch  of  profperity  which  it  was  well  if  it  could  keep, 
but  in  which  every  rifk  might  be  attended  with  fetal  confequcnccs. 
He  would  maintain  that  'fuch  language  was  never  heard  before  upn 
any  fimilar  bufincfs  in  that  Houfc ;  nor  would  the  country  have  ever 
jifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  honour,  glory,  and  univerfal  reputation  as 
it  has  done,  if  fudi  had  been  the  language  of  our  predeceflbrs.— 
The  honourable  gentleman  Ihould  have  recollefted  too,  that  this 
reafoning  is  not  confined  to  the  prcfent  war,  But  extends  to  other 
wars  in  future.     He  has  openly  proclaimed,  that  our  burdens  have 
increafed  to  their  utmoft,  that  we  have  no  means  of  defence,  that 
our  people  are  rebellious,  and  our  armies  ready  to  aflift  them.     ^^ 
have  reached  the  climax  of  our  grandeur,  and  may  now.  fupWy 
,j«cpofe  ourfclves,  nor  even  attempt  to  fupport  it,  for  it  muft  need- 
fcrily  decline.     In  former  times  our  arms  proteftcd  our  commerce, 
but  now  we  are  come  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  Indudry,  and  we 
call  upon  our  enemy  not  todidurb  us^  leave  us  as  we  arc,  leave  us 
well,  or  if  you  do  not,  we  are  not  poffefled  of  means  to  defend  ou^' 
felves.     This  was  one  of  the  arguments  which  the  honoiu^ble  gen- 
fleman  had  pretended  to  touch  on  lightly.     He  would  not  fpeakout, 
hp  faid,  and  there  was  no  neccflity  to  prefs  liim,  for  hcvraspct^ 
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fcilly  intelligible.     But  Mr.  Windham  faid  he  could  not  help  no- 
dcii^  the  inconliftcncy  which  commonly  prevailed  in  this  mode  of 
TCifoning,   vhcre  the  ai^guments  were  (hiftcd,  as  occafion  prompted, 
to  fuit  the   purpofc  of  the  fpcaker.     Sometimes  they  declaimed  on 
the  Io}^ty  of  His  Majcfty's  fubjefts^  and  fomctimes  they  proclaim^ 
cd  them  to  be  nearly  infedcd  with  the  contagion  of  the  French  Re- 
publicans.     To  what  could  fuch  proceedings  tend,  but  to  lay  the 
country  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy  ?  Read  the  various  decla- 
rations of    France  againft  this  country,  and  then  judge  of  their  in- 
clination to  induce   us  to  make  peace.     In  a  difcourfe  lately  deli- 
vered to  the  Convention,  thcv  ftate,  "  thatthev  will  make  nocon-» 
celTions  to  Great  Britain,  nor  will. they  offer  any  terms  of  accomo- 
dition.      They  are  not  afraid  of  war,  and  are  therefore  determined 
to  continue  it  until  they  have  reduced  the  pride  and  power  of  thii 
Viiughty  country."     Are  wc  to  fit  down  contented  with  fuch  indigo 
niticsy  fuch  infults,  and  fuch  aggravation  ?  And  here  is  another  odd 
mconfiftcncy  in  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide :  When  they  vindi- 
cate this  conduit,  they  affert,  that  the  war  produces  thefc  atrocities; 
but  when  thqr  argue  for  peace,  then  they  fay,    *'   Leave  them  to 
thcmfclves,  and  they  will  deftroy  one  another."     What  then  will 
be  the  (ituation  of  France  when  peace  is  made  ?    There  will  be  an 
internal  dilfention  in  their  Government,  which  muft  ultimately  pro- 
duce a  popular  commotion ;  the  armies  too  will  return,  and  aflift 
to  keep  up'tlic  internal  warfare.     If  we  huvc  fagacity  enough  to  dif- 
cover  that  fuch  muft  be  the  confijquences  of  their  making  peace, 
may  they  not  have  fufficicnt  fagacity  to  perceive  the  fame,  andx^nll 
tbcy  not  inftantly  fcek  new  wars  to  keep  their  armies  employed,  and 
prevent  fuch  calamities?    The  fadl  is  too  notorious  for  comment* 
How  could  the  honourable  gentleman  delude  himfelf  fo  ?     Does  he 
not  know,  that  with  fuch  a  Government,  fo  feeble,  fo  precarious, 
fo  infecure,  we  can  have  no  ftability?     And  does  he  not  know  that 
if  the  war  (hould  be  renewed  again,  after  an  interval  of  peace  of  the 
iborteft  duration,  tliat  it  requires  a  greater  impulfe,  a  greater  ener- 
gy throughoutthe  nation,  and  is  attended  alfo  with  a  greater  expeiice  \ 
For  it  is  in  moral  as  in  meclianical  powers,  a  ftrong  force  is  noceC- 
iaiy  to  put  the  machine  in  motion,  which  continues  its  velocity  with 
little  aid.     There  was  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman- s  arguments, 
laid  Mr.  Windham,  which  I  had  almoft  forgotten.     He  has  tnken 
€arc,  however,  to  remind  me,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.     I  fufpcft  my 
obfervations  will  contain  more  than  he  expeded.     He  has  reminded 
nw  of  La  Vendee  and  the  Chouans.     Now  let  the  gentlemen  op- 
pofite  (0  me  recoiled  the  language  they  have  ufed,  compared  with 
^  cvcnti     [A  cry  of  hear !  hear !]  Let  them  remember  that  they 


4o6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

tenacioufly  Infifted  that  France  had  but  one  fendment.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  will  call  to  mind  too  what  he  fermerlf 
faid.  "  Do  you  (faid  he,)  do  you  count  on  Brittany  and  Nor- 
ni::ndy  f "  Yc«,  the  Executive  Government  did  count  on  them, 
and  propofed  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  would  better  faciHtate  that 
event  which  was  fo  univerfally  defired.  When  diflentioos  woe 
bid  to  exift  in  the  internal  ftate  of  France>  it  was  a(kcd  where? 
At  Lyons>  Macfeillesi  Toulon,  and  La  Vendee ;  and  wdl  wouU 
it  have  been  for  this  country  if  (he  had  immediately  taken  the  proper 
advantage  of  thofe  diifentions,  and  converted  them  to  her  purpofcs. 
They  were  loft,  however  ;  thou^  It  might  be  faid  they  could  not 
have  been  loft  if  they  were  not  poffeft.  Mr.  Windham  fuppofed 
the  gentlemen  were  laughing  at  their  own  declarations  that  no  fuch 
di(fentions  exifted,  when  difoontent,  diftruft,  and  ammofity  verc 
carried  to  the  greateft  length. 

He  then  reverted  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  ftatement  of  ths 
condition  of  M arfeilles,   and  obferved  that  it  was  not  becau/e  that 
under  fuch  a  tyranny  as  that  of  France  diflentions  do  riot  (hew  &cm- 
fdvesy  that  we  are  to  conclude  that  they  do  not  exift.      We  might 
have  had  reafons  to  know  their  exiftcnce  if  we  had  aded  with  be- 
coming caution>  and  inftead  of  one  La  Vendee,  we  might  have  known 
that  the  whole  of  France  was  becoming  one  entire  Vendee.     He 
then  referred  to  the  fubjugation  of  the  Vendeans  and  the  Chouans. 
At  one  time,  it  had  been  afked,  have  you  any  friends  in  France? 
Has  the  new  fyftein  any  enemies  ?  Are  not  all  the  people  of  that 
country  united  in  the  fame  fentiment?  The  boaft  which  was  now 
made  of  the  triumph  over  the  infurgents  now  proved  the  reality  of 
the  danger  which  had  once  cxifted.     But,  though  thefe  people  had 
fubmitted  to  hard  neceflity,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppo&d  that  they  bad 
all  at  once  changed  their  fentiments :  and  it  proved  alfo  that  there 
ftill  exiftcd  a  body  of  good  fentiments^  in  France*     He  addreffed 
this  not  foleiy  to  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  but  to  thofe  gentlemen  whq 
had  confidence  in  the  Executive  Government  at  that  time:   and 
now,  when  from  the  interior  of  France  we  had  reports  of  populat 
commotions  coming  from  all  quarters,  was  it  longer  juft  or  reafon- 
able  to  doiibt  their  authenticity;  and  if  this  reprefentation  be  righti 
was  diis  the  time  for  fuch  corKlufions  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  drawn  ?     The  firft  ailment  of  the  honourable  gentlenun  ^n^t 
that  peace  would  eftablifh  the  power  of  thofe,  who  now  prefide  in 
France ;  and  what  fort  of  an  argument  was  this  i     Would  it  dbb* 
Ufti  the  power  ?     Were  there  hopes  it  would  i     Was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (b  prepared  as  to  (ay,   that  the  change  of  Govopt 
mcnt  had  fo  £ar  icbanged  the  evil,  as  tolcly  to  have  produced  the  al' 
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tsration  in  hts  fcntiments?     If  it  could,   why  could  it  ndt  hav^ 
dooe  fo  before  in  the  adminilbration  of  the  bloody  Roberfpierre  t 
According  to  their  mode  of  reafoning,  iR^r  could  be  reduced  at  any 
time  to  a  fcaie  of  profit  and  calculation.     Stating  generally  his  opi* 
nions  on  the  fubje<5^,  he  faw  the  motives  for  continuing  the  war  the 
time — the  profpe^Ss  better.     Another  objedion,   applying  to  the 
majority  of  the  Houfe,  againll  the  motion,  was,  that  if  it  pafled, 
t>ic  Houfe  would  thereby  take  the  management  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Government.     This  the  Houfe  had  certainly  at  times 
a  right  to  do  ^  but  then  it  was  ufual  when  they  aifumed  that  right,  to 
apply  to  His  Majefty  to  difplace  the  perfons  in  whom  the  truft  of 
the  Executive  Government  was  lodged.     Fortunately  the  modon 
was  not  yet  adopted.     But  neverthelefs  the  charge  of  inconfifteiicy 
and  rafhnefs,  if  not  fomething  worfe,  was  attached  to  it ;  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forward  was  the  friend  of  the 
MiniAcr,  and  had  pronounced  in  the  courfe  of  that  evening  many 
eulogiums  upon  hkn.     He  relied,  he  laid,  on  his  talents,  his  in-* 
tegrity  and  judgement;    he  praifed  his  general  capacity,   and  he 
efteemed  him  as  the  propereA  perfon  to  be  at  the  head  of  aiiairs: 
but  here  comes  the  difficulty^  However  great  his  general  capacity^ 
his  judgement,  his  integrity  and  talents,  and  however  fit  for  Ad* 
minsftration,  he  was  not  fit  to  condudl  the  bulinefs  of  the  State^ 
and  therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  propofcd  to  condudl  it  for 
him.     He  would  not  offer  to  difplace  his  friend,  but  he  would  un* 
dertake  to  manage  meafures  for  him.     Did  he  think  the  Mintfler 
would  authorize  him  to  perform  his  fundions  t    The  honourable 
gtntleman  would  allow  for  thefe  interrogations  by  the  part  he  had 
taken  himfelf  in  the  debate  of  that  evening.     He  muft  know,  that 
in  all  public  affairs  they  were  bound  to  follow  their  duty  in  prcfc-- 
rcnce  to  their  friendfhips ;  and  for  his  own  part,  Mr.  Windham 
faid,  he  had  facrificed  friendfhips  that  were  dear  to  him,    to  his 
public  duty,  and  he  did  it  becaufe  he  loved  to  follow  right,  thou^ 
it  be  fomedmes  difficult  to  find  where  it  lies.     The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  done  fo  too,  though  Mr.  Windham  difapprovcd  of  the 
mode  in  which  he  had  done  it.     A  Chriftian  confcience  was  under- 
fiood  to  be  connei^ed  with  humility,  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  been  oppofing  thofe  of  whofe  integrity  and  abilities  he  entertained 
no  doubt,  and  with  whom  he  was  bound  in  the  clofc  ties  of  friend- 
ft^ip.    Now  he  wifhed  to  imprcfs  on  the  honourable  gendeman'a 
mind,  that  he  was  playing  a  deep  game ;  for  if  ho  was  not  the  pro- 
ferver,  he  was  the  undoer  of  his  country:  and  if  he  did  not  obtain 
^  po(Uiumous  fame  he  fo  virtuou%  deiired,  he  would  be  tranf- 
ttittod  to  pofierity  widi  eternal  execration.     He  wifhed  him  to  con-^ 
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fider  too,  how  fiir  he  conformed  himfclf  W  the  fentimcnts  of  thofe 
whofe  mode  of  thinking  be  had  been  accuAomed  to  oppofe ;  or  how 
-far  he  adopted  new  opinions  of  his  own.     There  arc  two  things  to 
confirm  a  man's  judgement,  the  concurrence  of  his  friends,  and  the 
diiTcntof  his  enemies.     Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
playing  at  great  odds,  for  he  had  not  only  the  dilTent  of  his  friends, 
but  the  approbation  of  his  opponents.     He  had  the  odds  againft  him 
alfo  in  another  way.     In  every  exclufive  public  concern,  but  more 
particularly  in  a  war,  and  ftill  more  in  a  war  Hte  the  prcfent,  thtre 
was  a  knowledge  in  the  Executive  Government  which  could  not  be 
poflcfled  by  others.     Of  this  he  had  juft  given  an  inftance,  Aough 
oppofition  would  neither  give  the  Executive  Government  credit  for 
their  good  intentions  nor  their  judgement.      It. was  not  grateful  for 
him  to  examine  opinions,  though  he  did  it  to  fulfil  his  public  duty. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  his  meafures  fatal,  he  thoighf 
the  honourable  gentleman's  no  lefs  fo.     Such  opinions  he  conceived, 
if  liflcncd  to,  were  highly  daiigerous,  and  if  not  liftencd  to,  they 
were  fo  in^a  fmalkr  degree.     Admitting  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's were  the  beft  opinion,  he  aflced  him  whether  he  expected  if 
to  be  folloM'ed  ?  What  then,  it  might  be  urged  upon  the  other  hand, 
are  you  never  to  bring  forward  any  motidn  bccaufe  there  is  a  proba- 
bility it  will  not  be  followed :  What  then  becomes  of  the  freedom  of 
debate  ?    Not  fo ;  an  attempt  in  icfelf  to  do  good  may  be  niad^, 
tliough  others  think  it  will  not  do  fo.     But  did  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman think,  that  when  pcrfons  like  thofe  in  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment had  formed  their  opinions  coolly,  and  with  due  delibera- 
tion, diat  his  aigumqnts  could  change  them.     Perhaps  he  hoped  (or 
ibmctliing  intermediate  r     With  refpeil  to  other  topics,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham faid,  they  were  not  of  a  fort  to  be  adopted  without  abandoning 
all  the  former.     He  had  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  talk  of  a 
general  objedion  to  the  war,  and  of  a  general  fentiment  entertained 
by  the  people  that  a  peace  would  fpeedily  be  formed  by  the  Admini- 
firation  of  the  country.     I  f  fuch  a  peace  were  formed,  that  is,  by  die 
Adminiftration  of  the  country,    they  ought  all  to  rejoice,  but  not 
othcr\^ife,  for  it  would  then  he  obtained  as  it  ought  to  be.  '  On  the 
other  hand,  what  did  the  honourable  gentleman  propofc?     A  peace 
by  himfeif  in  oppofition  to  Adminiflration.    •Thrbcfl  argument  in 
anfwcr  to  fuch  a  propolition  was  a  review  of  hiftory.     The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  taken  occafion  in  the  courie  of  his  fpeech'toexft)/ 
the  blelTings  of  peace,    and  to  depreciate  continental  connexions. 
With  rcfpcdl  to  the  blcfTings  of  peace,  abflraftly  confidcrcd,  that 
could  be  but  one  fentiment ;   as  to  the  utility  of  continental  con* 
iKxions,    he  referred  him  to  the  tefUmony  of  the  hiftqiy  of  the 
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coiaitiy  for  many  centuries  pail.  Were  we  to  be  fdppofed  now  to 
be  arrived  at  that  period  in  which  we  were  to  lofe  all  regard  for  sni* 
litary  charaAer,  and  feek  only  to  retain  our  former  acquifitions  i 
Were  we  to  renounce  all  views  of  general  policy,  and  attend  only 
to  die  claims  of  petty  gain  and  mercantile  advantage  ?  Were  we 
to  forfat  our  reputation  of  national  honour,  and  of  a  generous  con- 
cern for  the  wdfare  of  Europe  i  It  may  be  honourable,  in  th« 
opinions  of  fome  gentlemen,  to  fteal  out  of  a  war  as  others  had 
done ;  but  it  would  be  deeding  to  the  Briti(h  charadler,  juftly  ce- 
Idnated  for  its  honour  and  integrity.  Great  Britain  had  no  wi(h 
to  imitate  the  Republic  of  Holland  or  the  Dutchy  of  Tufcany,  but 
left  them  to  dieir  virtue.  How  different,  he  obferved,  was  the 
condud  the  honourable  gentleman  had  recommended  to  that  pur-- 
(ued  by  King  William,  who  judged  the  interefls  of  this  country  to 
be  fo  clofely  conne6led  with  all  Europe,  that  he  encouraged  every 
alliance  whereby  (he  rofe  in  the  fcale  of  Empire,  and  of  this  Mr. 
Addiibn  was  fcniible  when  he  wrote  his  fine  eulogium : 

••  His  toils,  for  no  ignoble  ends  defign'd, 
*'  Promote  the  common  welfare  of  mankind ; 
**  No  wild  ambition  moves,  but  Europe's  fears, 
**  The  cries  of  orphans,  and  the  widow's  tears  ; 
•*  Opprefs'd  Religion  gives  the  fir  ft  alarms* 
**  And  injurM  Juftice  fets  him  in  her  arms; 
*^  His  conquefts  freedom  to  the  world  afford, 
**  And  Nations  blefs  the  labours  of  his  fword/* 

Whether  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  brought  for^*ard  his 
motion  to  interpofe,  becaufe  the  French  Government  was  faint  and 
languid,  and  her  motions  wild  and  irregular,  he  could  not  deter- 
mine, but  he  reminded  him  (he  might  be  dangerous  even  in  her 
laft  convuliion. 

Mr.  Windham  then  entered  into  a  variety  of  arguments  on 
vhat  he  conceived  to  be  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  prefcnt  mo* 
^n,  as  tending  to  influence  the  opinions  of  perfons  at  home»  and 
(0  ftrengdien  and  encourage  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  faid, 
^t  the  cry  of  peace  chiefly  proceeded  from  the  Jacobin  party  in 
Ac  country ;  and  that  though  every  one  who  wifhed  for  peace  was 
^  a  Jacobin,  yet,  every  Jacobin  wifhed  for  peace.  The  fame 
<iifpo(ition  for  peace,  he  remarked,  to  be  chara£teriftic  of  the  Jac6- 
Inns,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  over  the  whole  of  Europe.  He 
coturluded  with  (lating,  that  as  the  honourable  gendeman  had  de- 
^Tcdf  that  in  bringing  forward  his  modon,  he  had  been  adluated 
^  a  fenfe  of  duty,  he  had  no  lefs  felt  the  fame  move  for  opppfing 
^9  and  that  he  ihould  therefore  move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  lofc  to  fccond  the  modon.     M 
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fomcthir^'had  been  faid  rcfpwfting  Ruflia  in  the  courfe  of  the  ddntc, 
\\c.  took  tlic  opportunity  to  cxprefs  himfelf  more  afraid  of  KuSa 
than  of  France  and  Spain  united.  Such  was  the  danger  which  he 
apprehended  from  its  predominating  influence,  that  he  (hould  not 
be  furprifed  to  fee  aU  the  powers  of  Europe,  including  even  France, 
joined  in  a  confederacy  ag^inft  the  Empfcfh  of  RuflTia.  He  gave  hb 
fupprt  to  Goverr^ment  becaufc  he  was  convinced  that  tbsr  would 
nrnkc  peace,  whenever  it  could  be  done  with  fecority. 

Mr.  FOX  began  by  obferving,  that  Mr.  Windhsmn  hadlntio- 
diKed  fo  much  pcrforeility  into  his  fpeech  that  it  was  not  cafy  to  an- 
fwcr  him.     He  did  nut  think  that  he  had  behaved  perfcftly  inge- 
nuous to  liim  ;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  remark  that  had 
been  made,  that  the  motion  being  fupported  by  him,  and  thofc  with 
whom  he  aded,  was  a  prima  facie  argument  againft  it,  did  mK 
appear  to  him  to  be  quite  candkl.     He  (bould  have  thought  that  ir 
would  have  been  n>jrc  feir  to  have  left  the  fubje<3  to  the  cominon 
couHi;  of  debase,  and  he  owrted  that  there  did  appear  fome  degree 
of  cunning  in  reducing  lumfelf  and  his  colleagues  to  the  neccflifj'o^* 
fpeaking,  when  it  had  been  aflerted  that  their  fupport  could  not  be 
beneficial  to  the  motion.     Treated  as  he  had  beca  of  late  years,  he 
confefled  that  he  had  never  been  fo  furprifed  as  at  that  part  of  Mr. 
Windham's  fpeech  which  was  more  immediately  perfonaL    He  had 
faid  to  Mr.  Wilberforcc,  "  What,,  will  you  differ  with  him  with 
whom  you  h^tve  akvays  agreed  r"  Had  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  putting  this  queftion,  forgotten  fome  recent  tninfactions? 
Nay,  he  had  gone  farther,,  and  had  faid,  "  Will  you  be  fo  bold  as 
to  agree  with  the  perfons  oppofite  to  you  when  you  lock  round  on 
the  perfons  near  your"     Now  there  was  fomcihingXo  lingular  in 
this,  that  he  could  not  avoid  being  extremelv  aftoniflicd.     He  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  in .  putting  thefc  queftions,  Mr.  Windham 
hitd  logkcd  ftraight  forward,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid  to  look  to- 
wards  his  colleagues.     Of  the  majority  that  Mr.  Windham  ex- 
pci^lcd  tvould  fupport  his  motion,  how  many  Members  were  there, 
he,.wouId  a(k,  with  whom, that  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
formerly  agreed  ort  great  political  topics  r — Why  was  he  fo  dcftitutc 
of  fair  reciprocity  as  to  be  unwilling  to  allow  tl\e  fame  liberty  to 
one  (ide  of  tlie  Houfc  as  to  the*  other  ? — The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  then  went  on  to  aflc,  for  what  purpofe  the  prefent  mo- 
tion had  been  made  ?  And  whether  Mr.  ^Wilberforce  expcftcd  to 
carry  the  Houfc  with  him  ?  With  rcfpeft  to  the  latter  queftion, 
he  believed  that  Mr.. Wilberforcc  entertained  no  fuch  expeflation; 
bcft  the  purpofe  of  the  motion  was  to  difcufs  that,  which  oug^t 
frequently  to  be  difcuflcd  during  a  period  of  war  j.  and  to  (hew  the 
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people  of  this  country  that  there  were  ):>erfons  in  Parliament  rca  Jy 
w  defend  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  avert  the  calamities  with 
which  the  nation  was  threatened  by  an  ohftinate  pcrfevcrance  in  -a 
difailrous  and  lu)|>cief8  fyftem.  Miniftcrs  it'  was  now  urged,  had 
potTeiicd  a  better  knowledge  of  La  Vendee,  than  he  did,  and  a  molt 
ufclcfs  piece  of  knowledge,  he  muft  confefs,  it  had  been  to  them  : 
was  it  expected,  It  had  been  aflced,  to  convince  thofe  Miniftcrs? 
To  attempt  to  convince  thofe  w  horn  nothing  feemed  to  convince, 
m-as  a  tafk,  ii>  his  opinion,  which  no  man  would  be  hardy  enou;;?! 
to  undertake.  Ny  one  who  knew  their  temper,  would  fufpefttliat 
they  would  become  filicides  of  their  places  from  any  principle  of 

o^avidicxi. 

For Pia:o*s  fancies,  what  care  I? 
I  hope  you  do  not  think  I  die 
For  IMiiio's  fancies  in  the  play. 
Or  any  thing  that  he  can  fay  • 

The  Houfc  was  again  called  upon  to  rcpofe  confidence  in  jMiniftcrs, 
in  tlie  third  year  of  the  war,  when  Minifters  had  completely  failed 
in  their  promifcd  prote£^ion  of  Holland,  of  the  Weft  Indies,  of  the 
friends  of  Roj'altyirt*  Frknce-i^ltt'fevcrj'  profefiion  ^r  promife  upon 
^Wch  they  had  demanded  confidence. — They*  talked  of  the  glory 
of  our  arms  under  their  direction.      He  wondered  Xhcy  had  not  read 
OUT  hiftory,  and  tAken  the  trouble  of  comparing  any  period  of  it 
vith  the  loffes,  difafters  and  retreats  of  the  laft  campaign — retreats 
not  imputable  to  out  officers  or  foldiers,  but  to  'a  miferable  fyftem 
which  rendered  their  fkill  unavailing,  and  their  valour  of  no  effeft. 
Minifters  ftill  talked  of  difcontents  in  France,  and  appealed  to  what 
W  happened  in  La  Vendee,  Marfeilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon.    As 
far  as  appeared,  the  difcontents  in  the  three  laft-mentioned  places 
were  the  confcquence  of  one  party  in  the  Convention  being  over- 
powered by  another ;  but,  if  they  were  not,  what  advantage  had 
Miniflers  derived  'from  them  i    They  got  poffcflion  of  Toulon^ 
which  they  were  foon  after  eompdJcd  to  abandon  ;    Marfeilles, 
Lyons,  and,  laft  of  all,  La  Vfcndee,  were  conipelled,  or  induced, 
tofubmit  to  the  Convention.     If  thciy  meant  to  adduce,  as  an  ar- 
gument in  their  favpur,  every  opportunity  of  which  they  had  made 
no  advantage,  it  was  impofTibie  to  fay  where  they  would  flop.     It 
had  been  faid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  oppofers 
of  the  war  affcrtcd  the  difcontcnt  in  La  Vendee  to  be  trifling.     He 
had  faid  no  fuch  thing.    He  had  taken  the  fubje6l  on  the  Minifter's 
own  (hewing.     He  had  faid,  that  if  difcontcnt  exlfted,  the  Mini- 
fcrs  had  proved  that  they  could  make  nothing  of  it,  and  that  there- 
fore he  had  a  right  to  take  it  for  granted  that  no  difcontcnt  did  exift. 
But  were  the  Houfc  to  hear  Minifters  confefs,  at  length,  that  the 
wfurrcvlion  in  La  Vendee  was  formidable  ?  Where  was  the  ancient 
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fpirit  of  the  Hode,  if  thejr  fufibred  Mimilers  tsyzAMmieigf  tisat 
they  knew  of  the  extent  of  the  difoontem  in  Vol  Vcndot^  and  that 
they  had  not  n^ade  ufe  of  it  ?  He  wiibed  the  right  honouiable  gen* 
tieman  (Mr.  Windham)  when  he  talked  of  the  nootion.as  tending  to 
Ytznove  Minifters  from  their  fitiiatio|iS|  had  recdlefbed  the  debates 
in  that  Houfe  about  Ockzakow,  of  which  the  rig^t  honDunfak  gco* 
tieman  might  fay,  Quorum  magna  fars  fui-'^H^d  the  rig^  honaor- 
^ble  gentleman  been  always  fo  alarmed  at  fuch  an  idea  ?  And  yet  be 
had  faid  with  fome  afperity  to  Mr*  Wilberforce  '*  you  af^tnove  of  the 
abilitieSi  and  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  judgement^  .of  the  picfait 
Minifiers,  and  yet  you  wUh  to  take  the  Government  from  dieai." 
On  this  fubjed  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  but  then  it  had  beenaflcoi/, 
*'  Do  yoii  think  the  Minifter  will  confent  to  fby  in  ofiice  after  lus 
meafures  have  been  abandoned  ?"     The  Houfe,  from  tfais^  mjghf 
be  tempted  to  think  that  meafures  had  always  been  the  dbjed  of 
the  Minifter's  care,  and  that  he  had  been  totally  indiflimir  0 
place  and  power.     Was  this  the  cafe  ?     Had  the  Houfe  no  exam- 
Die  in  the  Irifh  propolitions,  or  in  the  more  recent  cafe  of  Huffii 
and  Ocxakow  ?     Pid  not  a  minority  make  a  Minifter  abandon  a 
mcafure  to  which  a  mojority  acceded  ?     This,  thereibre,  was  fuf- 
fident  to  (hew  that  it  was  polTible  to  drive  the  MinUler  out  of  h'u 
meafures  without  driving  him  from  his  place.    The  prefent  qaeRm 
had  not  yet  been  difpofed  of,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham 
feepi^d  to  fay  that  the  Houfe  ought  never  to  difpofe  of  it.     At  the 
commencement  of  the  war^  the  aigument  was,  that  if  we  did  not 
engage  in  ijt,  other  powers  would  withdraw,  and  we  ibould  have  to 
fuftain  the  whole  force  of  France  alone.     This  aigument  was  nov 
deflroyed  as  far  as  PrufTia  was  concerned,  and  nearly  fo  with  refped 
^o  the  Emperpr  of  permany.     Minifters  thought  proper  to  pals  bf 
the  Emperor's  Refcript  to  the  Diet ;  but  did  they  mean  to  contend 
that  his  declaration  of  his  being  ready  to  enter  into  negociationswith 
the  Frjcnch  Republic,  was  fuel)  a  ()eplaratioi>  as  his  Mint(lers  wooM 
have  tnade,  fgcb  a  declaration  as  a  Britt(h  Minifter  would  make  tt> 
Parliament,  while. {the  diredt  contrary  was  meant  ?  If  the  Etofctai 
was  ready  to  negociate  vith  the  French  Republic,  what  could  be  oar 
4)bjedion  to  n^gociatc  ?  Qn  looking  tq  the  Re(cript|  th^  |ioufe  would 
fee  that  the  Emperor  was  willing  to  trpt,  qot  with  fuph  a  Govern- 
ment as  wa9  capable  of  prefcrving  the  accufton^  relations  of  peace 
and  amity^  but  with  t})e  Republic  of  France ;  was  this  a  fair  Rc- 
feript  ?  Qr  did  it  refemble  fome  dedaratbns  made  by  Britifli  Mini- 
fters  to  the  Parliament  to  deceive  and  delude  them  i  Was  the  R^ 
fcript  confidcrcd  only  as  afling  in  the  true  fpirit  of  tlie  alliance  f 
Pf  the  candour  ai}d  humanity  of  Kii^  and  Princes  be  had^ 
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nocfa-— *iiot  in  his  opinion  vety  difcreetly  faid-^tit  he  hoped  that 
rhe  Refcript  was  not  iffiied  for  the  purpofes  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
Did  there  remain  now,  he  would  afk,  one  of  thofe  obje£tion8  that 
lad  been  fermerly  urged,  and  urged  with  fuch  triumph  r  Not  one. 
But  Pruffia,  it  had  been  faid,  had  ftolen  out  of  die  Coalition.     Of 
ihc  Court  of  Berlin  he  was  not  certainly  inclined  to  be  the  panegy- 
rift  ;   but  the  leaft  objedtionable  part  of  the  condud  of  that  Court 
was,   in  his  opinion,  the  condufion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  die 
Freud)  Republic.     But  was  it  fiur  ai)d  manly  in  a  Britifli  Minifler 
to  talk  of  Tuicany  dealing  out  of  the  alliance  ?  Was  not  Tufcany 
neutral  at  die  commencement  of  the  war  ?  Had  not  her  neutrality 
been  approved  by  the  Emperor  and  Great  Britain,  and  did  not  the 
Grand  Duke  hold  his  Dukedom  by  his  neutrality  i  Had  not  this 
country  aded  with  the  moft  monihous  injuftice  towards  him  i  Was 
it  diciefere  decent  to  talk  of  his  ilinking  out  of  die  War  ?  A  mode 
of  conduSt  diat  had  made  him  the  darling  of  his  fubjedls,  and  had 
produced  the  moft  beneficial  oonfequences  to  him.     But  were  thefe 
the  only  powers  that  had  or  would  make  peace  ?  Had  not  the  Land- 
grave of  Hefle  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony  made  peace  ?  Whethtr 
the  King  of  Naples  had,  he  knew  not ;  but  of  this  he  was  certain, 
that  he  would  as  foon  as  he  was  able.     Were  not  thefe  ftrong  argu- 
ments (or  the  irtoognition  of  the  Republic  of  France  ?   It  had 
already  been  proved,  that  none  of  diofe  formalities  had  been  required 
of  acknowledg^ig  die  Republic  on  the  principles  of  Liberty  and 
Equality.     That  the  Frendi  were  defirous  of  peace,  was  generally 
bdieved  ;  that  they  had  no  obje6Hon  to  treat  with  a  Monarchy  had, 
it  was  underflood,  been  declared  to  Sir  Frederick  Eden ;  but  what 
was  more  important  than  any  declaradon  was,  that  they  had  adually 
concluded  a  treaty  with  a  Monarchy,  and  with  a  Monarchy  to  the 
fonn  of  which  diey  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  very  partial.    It  had 
been  alked,  what  Holland  had  gained  by  her  difpofidon  to  negociate 
early  in  the  war  ?  What,  he  would  afk,  had  Holland  gained  by  the 
proiedion  of  the  allies  ?  The  fpefiacle  of  the  retreat  of  the  Britifh 
troops  throu^  her  provinces,  and  the  ncceflity  of  being  obliged  to 
tmt  with  a  French  army  in  pofleflion  of  her  country.    Of  the  con- 
quefts  which  we  had  made  in  the  Weft  Indies,  nothii^  now  remained 
but  a  fingle  poft  in  St.  Domingo,  another  in  St.  Lucia,  and  the  ifland 
of  Martinico.     It  was  fer  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  thefe 
precarious  acqaifitions  iireere  worth  the  hazard  to  which  we  had  put 
all  our  odier  pofleffions  in  that  quarter.    With  refpeft  to  the  recent 
intelligence  of  infuneddons  in  Paris,  it  (hould  have  no  cfied  on  the 
<iecifion  of  diat  Houfe.     The  fall  of  Roberfpierre,  the  rife  of  Tal- 
lien,  ^  maffiicre  of  the  Qjirondtib,  and  the  triumph  of  their  fuc- 
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AciTors  only  led  to  this  falutary  leffon,  that  the  internal  fdufms  r' 
France  bore,  no  relation  to  their  foreign  contefts.     The  fyOcm  r\ 
terror  was  dcftroycd  on  the  27th  of  July  ;  and  nnark  what  haii  Kxa 
the  progrcfs  of  the  French  arms  fincc  that  period ;  were  not  thur 
fucceiks  in  every  quarter  more  than  fufficicnt  to  counterbalance  ar.v 
hopes  to  be  conceived  from  a  late  infurreflion  in  Paris  ?   Ought  n  r 
what  we  had  feen  to  tench  us^  that  unftable  and  convulfcd  as  it  e 
French  Govornincnt  was  within,  its  power  of  exertion  oot^-ar'-i 
remained,  and  tiiat  whethef  terror  triumphed  o\-er  moderaticn,  ct 
moderation  over  terror,  we  had  notliirg  to  gain  by  the  change  ?  H*- 
was  accufed  of  havntg  approved  of  the  French  icvoludon,  as- if,  t-. 
ncceflary  confcquence,  he  had  approved  of  the  cruelties  of  which  ir 
had  been  made  the  pretext.     He  approved  of  overturnirig  die  d(^- 
potifm  of  the  Bourbons,  which  had  long  been  the  oppreflkm  er 
France  and  the  difquiet  of  Europe.     The  eurfed  ocnfcckiacy  ct 
defpots,  for  by  no  other  name  could  it  ever  pafs  his  lips^  had  giver, 
birth  in  the  firf^  inftanoe  to  all  the  fufpicion  and  coniequcnt  ntaf&em 
which  had  taken  place.     Six  years  had  new  elapfcd  (incc-  the  rrx- 
morab^e  zra  of  the  French  revolution.     He  had,  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  given  his  commendation  to  that  event,  which  bad  ova- 
thrown,  tlie  tyranny,  of  the  Eoutbons.     That  tj'ranny  had  fiificd  rhc 
induftry,  and  fupprelfed  all  the  energies  of  a  great  nation.     He 
was  therefore  entitled  to  fpeak  of  its-  fubverfion  as  of  **  a  gloriotu 
event."     But  his  approbadon  of  French  principles  thus  far,  <Sd 
not  include  his  fan<S)ion  of  French  acb. 

He  apjnxjved  of  the  refiftanoe  made  by  the  Parliament  of  1 64^5 
to  Charles  I.  ;  of  the  conduft  even  of  Cromwell  in  the  firft  in(tance; 
but  although  it  was  impoflible  to  compare  that  great  man  with  the 
men  who  had  raifcd  thertfclvcs  to  power  in  the  French  revolurion, 
was  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  approved  of  Cromweirs  ufurpation  am 
more  than  of  their  cruelties  r  He  had  nevqp  faid  tliat  the  French,  it 
Jct't  to  tkcmfclvcfi,  would  deftroy  one  another  ;  but  this  he  had  faid, 
tf)at  if  there  was  any  profped  of  rcftoring  Royalty  in  France,  whe- 
ther or  not  that  was  now  an  advifeable  thing  he  would  not  then 
argue,  it  muft  be  when  the  Frendi  were  left  to  decide  for  them- 
fclvcs.      What  was  the  period  in  which  parties  in   France  vpcrc 
abandoning  themfclves    to  domcftic   contefts  ?     Was  it  when  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  in  the  plains  of  Champagne  ?  Was  it  when 
the  allies  were  in  the  plains  of  Cambray  ?  No  :  it  was  when  evciy 
foreign  enemy  was  removed  to  a  great  diftance,  and  their  armR 
were  triumphant  on  every  part  of  their  frontier.     When  the  alli» 
talked  of  giving  them  a  conftitution,  Royalty  had  the  odium  of  be- 
ing fuppofcd  to  aid  the  foreign  ^encmy  ;  ,wbcn  they  had  no  foreign 
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r.cmr,  that  would  be  done  away.     Wc  were  not  to'  give  them  a 
indication,   but  to  reftorc  their  old  conftitution — in  other  words, 
i.cir  old  defpotifm,  the   very    thing   they  deteftcd.     To  attempt 
..ii\j  to  any  country  a  confiitution,  was  dcteftabl'f — ever}'  country 
si\  a  right  to  firanic  its  own.     Wc  ^ere  not  making  war  for  any 
itcreAs  of  our  own,  it  was  pompoufly  aflertcd,  but  on  motives  of 
vncficcncc  and  juftice,  for  the  intcrcfts  of  Eurq>e.     There  might 
^  chivalry  in  fuccouring  thofc  who  called  for  fuccour,  but  the  chi- 
airy  of  fuccouring  thofe  who  faid  they  did  not  want  ic,  was  mad< 
\h.     Who  called  upon  us  tocontinue  the  war  r    Did  Pruitia,  or 
nv  other  of  our  allies  ?    No — but  wc  had  got  a  new  ally,  the  Em- 
^rcfsof  Ru(ua.     She,  however,  was  one  of  our  earliefi  allies  in 
'lU  buiincfs,   and  inftcad  of  her  not  doing  any  thing  in  confequencc 
•t  a  new  alliance,  the  novelty  would  be,  her  doing  any  thing  in 
"^vrifequence  of  the  old.     Were  he  her  advocate,  as  he  had  once 
I  v(n  called,  he  fhould  fay  that  ihe  had  contributed  more  than  her 
ilure  to  the  purpofcs  of  the  grand  confederacy.  She  had  completely 
t\tingui{hed   Jacobinifm  in  Poland,  which,  but   for  th&  arms  of 
Orcat  Britain,  fhc  could  not  have  done  ;  aixl  this  was  all  (he  would 
'*'-     Inftcad  of  appearing  in  an  honourable,  wc  exhibited  ourfclves 
n  an  odious  point  of  view,  by  continuing  ths  war.     France  was 
ncUncd  to  peace  ;  the  allies  were  inclined  to  peace  ;  neutral  powers 
^ifhed  for  the  rcftoration  of  peace  ;  and  Great  Britain  alone  was 
ibking  the  torch  of  difcord.      It  was  faid  to  be  a  boMncfs  on  the 
[itt  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  to  take 
tiic  reins  of  government  from  the  hands  of  Miniftcrs.      It  was,  in 
^>ts  opinion,  a  more  daring  boldncfs  in  tfaofc  Mintilcrs,  who,  for 
tic  purpofc  of  fuppreffing  a  few  fpeculative  opinions,  would  deluge 
3il  Europe  with  blood — would  involve  the  whole  world  in  war,  and 
t\tingu>(h.  the  fpcial  haf^nefs  of  the  human  race.     The^  Secretary 
ar  War  had  faid,.  that  none  but  Jacobins  cried  out  for  peace.     The 
^iA  was  widely  difierent.     The  indudrious  mannfad^urer,  over- 
i'>aded  with  taxes,  cried  aloud  for  peace.     The  Jacobinc,  as  thofe 
i^cn  were  termed  who  wilhed  for  a  radical  reform,  looked  on  Mi* 
niften  as  their  bed  friends,  and  relied  only  on  a  continuance  of  the 
^ar,  for  t  foil  attflunment  of  their  favourite  objefi.     Such  Jacobins 
^crc  not  nuiperousy  buceven  in  the  city  which  die  right  honourable 
gcntlcm^  repn^nted  (Norwich),  as  many  as  there  were  refufed  . 
to  fign  a  petition .  for  peace,  bccaufe  they  faid  that  the  continuance 
'J^  ^le  war,  and  of  the  prefent  Miniftcrs  in  office,  tended  moft  ef- 
fectually to  pronK)te  their  views.      But  fuppofing  the  contrary,  and 
that  cvciy  difaflfeded  pcribn  withed  for  peace,  was  dial  a  rcafon 
^I^J"  this  cpuntry  (hould  continue  to  make  war  r    .Was  it  to  be  con- 
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tinucdi  he  would  afk,  in  another  point  of  view,  in  foil  idisncc  on 
the  judgment  of  Miniftcrs — on  a  confidence  to  be  given  to  nwi, 
whofe  conduft,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  weakcft  and  the  moft  coq- 
tempCible  that  had  ever  difgraced  a  falling  countiy. 

He  entered  on  a  parallel  between  the  American  war  and  tfae  pie- 
fent.     The  hope  and  the  delufion — die  Loyalifts  and  the  Royalifts 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  tallied  even  to  the  minuteft  point.      But  ftp> 
pofe  our  prefent  objects,  if  fixed  dbjefis  we  had,  to  be  fully  attain- 
ed.    Suppofe  Louis  XVIL  feated  on  the  throne,  and  the  en^gnnts 
reilored,  was  it  to  be  cxpcded  that  France  would  be  quiet  ?    No. 
The  fmalleft  knowledge  of  hiftory  fbd>ade  fuch  a  fuppoGtion.  Could 
we,  under  the  reftored  race  of  the  Bourbons,  exped  a  better  faidi  r 
No,     The  prefent  Government  of  France,  however  unliable  it  naf 
focm,  ofFer»l  more  fecurity,  from  the  publicity  of  its  councils,  than 
could  be  expedied  from  the  dark  fecrefy  of  any  defpotifm.      It  was 
in  this  refpeA  only  that  it  bore  any  refemblance  to  our  Govent- 
ment ;  but  while  thus  qualified,  he  would  afk,  with  what  Prince 
on  the  Continent  could  we  treat  in  preference  ?  What  evil  oogM  re- 
fult  from  our  recognition  of  the  Rq)ublic,  now  that  it  had  been  re- 
cognized by  the  Emperor  ?  Were  we  to  refufe,  merdy  becauie  Hol- 
land was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  French  Republic  ?    TboTe  who 
had  ufed  this  argument  with  refpedi' to  the  Netherlands,  (hould  £if, 
when  that  peace  was  to  be  expected  which  muft  be  preceded  by  die 
re-conquefl:  of  thofc  countries. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  felt  indebted  to  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  motion^  becaufe  the  oftener 
the  fubjedl  was  difcufTed,  the  more  he  was  convinced  the  war  woq1<1 
be  difapproved.  He  thought  that  peace  and  conciliation  ooold  ne- 
ver be  fuggefted  too  frequently.  If  thefe  failed,  war  was  ftiU  within 
our  reach,  but  the  latter  might  priffibly  be  continued  until  die  prof- 
fer of  conciliation  was  made  in  vain. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid.  Sir,  I  Ihall  certainly  endeavour  to 
confine  wtmt  I  have  to  fay  to  the  real  pcunt  under  confidefation, 
and  muft  ftatid  excufed  if  I  do  not  follow  the  right  honourable  gen- 
deman  who  fpoke  laft  in  many  of  the  points  to  which  he  adverted 
I  impute  no  blame  to  my  honourable  friend  who  has  made  this  mo- 
tion, though  I  lament  and  deplore  that  he  hati  done  fo.  He  has 
aded,  no  doubt,  from  the  fuUeft  conWdion  that  he  was  dtfehaigiif 
his  duty  to  his  conftituents  and  to  the  public  >ftt  large.  .  A  great  dot 
has  been  faid  this  night  about  Holland  being  loft,  without  taUrf 
into  confideration  all  the  circumflances  that  belong  to  the  cafe.  It 
is  not  my  bufinefs  at  prefent,  but  at  any  other  time  I  (hould  not  be 
unwilling  to  difcufs,  whether  it  was  not.  of  immenfe  advantage  to 
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Europe  in  general  tliat  Holland  was  not  addcJ  to  f*rance  without  a 
ftru^lc,   and  which  but  for  the  intciference  of  this  country  would 
have  taken  place  two  years  ago.     This  union,  after  a  long  ftruggle, 
unfortunate,  I  admit,  in  the  ifllie,  has  been  formed  chiefly  from 
that  country  indulging  unfounded  hopes  of  f  cace,  in  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance, ^thich  has  ended  in  their  having  been  invaded  and  conquer- 
ed ;    in  their  having  fubn^itrcd,    being  promifed  protcd^ion,    and 
having  been  defrauded  of  four  millions  of  money.      Perhaps  it  may 
be  better  fur  them  in  the  end,  but  it  is  certainly  better  for  the  ftate 
of  the  World,  however  unfcrt .mate  it  may  be  for  the  inhabitants  of 
tnat  country,    at  the  prefcrit  moment,  that  they  were'  united  to 
France  aftei*  a  fcvcre  and  unfucccfsful  firugglc,  and  when  Holland 
In  no  great  acquifition  to  France,  inftead  of  being  added  to  her,  as 
a  great  acccflion,  when  (he  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  power.      It  has 
been  aigucd  this  night,  that  tllis  country  entered  upon  the  prefent 
iuil  and  neceffary  war  with  a  great  and  powerful  confederacy  in 
Europe,  and  I  adfnit  that  this  confederacy  is  narrowed  and  dimi- 
niihed.      But  I  Would  a(k,  whether  in  difcufling  the  queftion  oT 
peace  and  war,  we  ha^e  not  furniflied  them  with  grounds  to  argue 
tipon,  which  it  is  imjpoflible  they  could  have  had  without  the  exift- 
cncc  of  that  confederacy  ?     To  look  for  ncgociation  at  die  prefent 
moment  is  premature,  though  I  look  to  it  at  no  remote  period.      I 
hive  no  objection,  were  it  connected  with  this  buHncfs,  to  follow 
my  honourable  friend  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  examine  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  bv  this 
country,  and  compare  them  with  thofc  made  ih  any  fofmer  period, 
from  which  we  fhould  «learly  fee,   whether  greater  exertions  had 
e'.er  been  mad(^ ;  and  wiiether  the  diftreffes  in  that  quarter  had  not 
^'Ccn  aggraN'ated  by  a  great  mortality,  and  other  accidental  caufes. 
But  I  come  to  the  queftion  immediately  before  us.      I  beg  leave  to 
ccnfider  what  that  queftion  is,  and  I  muft  fiy,  thr.t  my  honourable 
tricnd,  in  making  his  motion,-  fuffered  Iiimfelf  to  be  deceived  in 
^f^c  manner  of  ftating  it;  and  this  pervaded  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ment.    His  ftafement  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than"^  this:   Is  a 
pcicc  on  fair  and  honourable  terms  preferable  to  the  continuance  of 
thc^^r?  We  fhould  not  have  been  debating  here  fo  long,  if  this 
were  the  queftion ;  about  this  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
But  Ac  queftion  is,  whether  a  peace  on  fair  and  honourable  terms, 
^hich  is  the  end  of  all  war,  is  mdrc  likely  to  be  attained  by  ncgocia- 
tion at  the  prefent  moment,  than  By  a  continuance  of  the  war  ?  Arc 
)^\i  more  likely  to  arrive  at  a  better  and  more  fecure  peace  with  a 
fcafonaUc  profpefl  of  permanency  on  fair  and  honourable  terms,  by 
3  continuance  of  the  war  with  energy  and  vigour,  till  a  more  favour- 
VoL.  XLI,  3  H 
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able  opening  prefents  itfelf,  by  taking  fome  Aep  or  other  to  encoonge 
and  invite  negociation  ?     That  is  the  qucAioA  which  puts  away  at 
once  all  the  declamatbns  of  the  advantages  of  peace^  which  nobody 
in  this  country  will  deny ;  where  the  rapid  efFcSs  of  peace  have 
healed  woOhds^  infinitely  greater  than  any  wc  have  experienced  fincc 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  by  repairing  lolTes  far  more  af- 
fecting the  profperity  of  the  country  than  any  we  have  fuAainedt  fo 
as  in  the  Interval  of  a  few  years  to  make  us  almoQ  forget  the  cak- 
mities  of  former  wars. 

Sir,  that  being  the  (late  of  the  queftion,    I  mean  to  fubmit  to 
the  Houfe,  that  at  the  prefent  moment,  perfevcrance  in  the  ccoteS 
is  more  wife  and  prudent,  and  more  likely  in  ths  end  to  efkd  a 
fafe,  laAing,  and  honourable  peace,  than  any  attempt  at  negociation. 
My  honourable  friend  does  not  chufe  to  flate  tliat  this  country  ought 
to  take  the  firft  (tcps  to  peace,  and  he  claims  great  merit  for  hi$ 
moderation  in  not  going  fo  far,  but  only  that  Miniflcrs  oi^t  to 
receive  overtures.     Now  I  only  beg  leave  to  fubmit,  whether  this 
be  not  only  taking  the  firft  ftep,  but  doing  it  in  the  moft  exception- 
able manner.     To  fay  it  is  not  an  overture'  on  our  part,    if  wr 
.have  received . no.  intimation  whatever  from  the  Government  of 
France  to  treat;  to  fay  we  ihall  be  glad  to  treat,  is  what  nowiti 
living  will  contend.     Where  the  overture  comes  from  the  Lc^fla- 
ture  of  tlic  country,  it  is  attended  with  a  degree  of  publicity  whkh 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits  is  one  of  the  merits  of  our 
Conflitution.     But  furely  this  mode  of  making  overtures  is  not  the 
moft  convenient,  inafmuch  as  it  makes  known  tly  whole  terms  of 
.peace  to  the  enemy,  and  leaves  no  power,  no  will  to  Minificrs  to 
take  advant«ige  of  any  favourable  circumftances  that  may  occur. 
For  that  reafon  it  is  that  the  Lcgiflature  does  not  ufually  intcrfar 
in  fuch  tranfadlions,  as  the  true  ftatc  of  thefe  tranfa6tions  is  onlj 
fully  underftood  by  a  few,  and  therefore  it  has  bqen  wifely  comroittd 
to  the  Executive  Government.     Why  has  this  country,   which  is 
fo  jealous  of  its  rights  and  liberties,  and  which  has  fo  ftrongly  for- 
tified them,  entrufted   fuch  prerogatives  to  the  Crown  ?     Why  h 
the  making  of  peace  and  war,  and  other  prerogatives  which  form 
the  happinefs  of  this  Conftitution,  entrufted  to  the  King?  BccauTe 
it  has  been  found,  that  the  power  of  Parliament  was  fuffident  to 
prevent  the  Royal  prerogative  from  being  carried  beyond  proper  li- 
mits.     I  fay  the  queftion  is  thei^  whether  you  will  ftep  fiirward, 
and  aiTume  this  power  of  the  Crown  at  a  crifis  of  peculiar  delicacy  f 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was  of  opinion  the 
French  Convention,  from  the  publicity  of  its  proceedings,  bore  a 
r^femblance  to  the  Britifti  Conftitution,  than  the  Conflitution 
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of  any  other  country.     In  this  coraparifon,  I  truft,  k  was  not  meant 
to  be  carried  any  farther,  as  if  the  intcrefts  of  this  country  were  to 
be  difcuflfcd  in  one  popular  aiTembly.     I  hope  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  fo  much  in  love  with  France.      I  think  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  took  up  that  idea  rather  haflily.     I  am  by  no 
means  certain,  nor  is  it  worth  while  here  to  examine,  whether  a 
ikfpotic  Government,  or  an  anarchical  Republic,  like  that  of  France, 
moft  nearly  refembles  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  which  is 
removed  at  an  equal  difhnce  from  both  extremes.     The  publicity 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Convention  has  been  the  fourcc  of 
♦mtragc,  horror,    and  difguft  to  every  feeling  heart.     That  publi- 
city has  been  a  faithful  recorder,  and  an  accurate  witncfs  of  the 
enormity  of  their  proceedings.     The  true  qucftion  is,  whether  we 
arc  to  take  the  firft  ftep  towards  ncgociation,  or  to  go  on,  trufting 
to  the  Executive  Government  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  firft  fa- 
vourable moment  for  negcciation,  and  in  the  mcjjn  time  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  hands  of  that  Government,  to  perfevcre  with  vigour  in  the 
contcft  in  which  we  are  engaged.    We  have  been  told,  that  although 
this  queftion  has  been  feveral  times  brought  forward,  it  has  never 
been  directly  negatived.     I  contend  that  it  has  in  cffcfi  been  di- 
rcftly   nqgatived.     For  when   the   motion  was  made  fome  time 
ago,  an  amendment  was  made  to  the  motion,  Rating,  that  we  were 
refolvcd  to  pcrfevcre  in  the  contcft,  trufting  that  His  Maje%  would 
feizc  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  that  prefented  for  treating  with 
fccurity.     I  beg  to  know,  whether  that  which  was  done  with  deli- 
beration, was  not  negativing  the  motion.     Subfequent  to  that,  this 
qaeftion  was  difcufled  again  and  again,  aod  this  Houfe  on  thofe  oc- 
cafions  came  to  a  rcfotution,  that  it  did  not  conceive,  under  the  prc- 
fcnt  ctrcumftanccs  of  the  countries,  ncgociation  was  a  meafurc  ex- 
pedient to  be  adopted . 

But  another  queftion  here  arifts.  Have  the  circumftances  and 
fuuadon  of  the  country  materially  altered  fince  the  laft  motion  on 
this  fubjed,  or  fince  my  honourable  friend  firft  found  himfelf  an 
advoaite  for  ncgociation  ?  Has  the  pofturc  of  affairs  varied  fince 
diat  time,  fo  as  to  make  ncgociation  more  eligible  at  the  prefent 
nK'ment  than  it  was  at  any  former  period  ?  I  heard  my  learned 
friend  ftatc  one  fail  on  this  bufincfs,  which  x\o  evidence  can  con- 
tradid.  I  heard  him  with  pleafure  ftatc,  that  the  fituation  of 
France  was  now  fo  weakcntd  and  exhaufted  as  to  make  peace  with 
that  Government,  though  not  fecure,  yet,  in  confcquence  of  tnat 
wcakncfs,  attended  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  fccurity.  That 
lomething  more  of  this  fccurity  exifts  at  the  prefent  m^jment,  I  not 
only  admit,  but  contend,  that  the  prdpedl  is  improving  every  day, 
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and  that  this  becomes  more  and  more  afceitainedj  as  |  ijaall  isfc 
before  I  fit  down.     Cut  is  this  a  reafon  why  we  fhould  ncgociatc  ax 
this  moment?      I  think  not.      From  fafis  that  arc  notorious,  from 
things  known  to  the  world,  there  is  now  a  general  feeling  that  there 
is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  a  fenfe  of  f;:curity  in  the  CDunuy,   when 
compared  with  the  alarming  uneafinefs  which  feme  time  ago  pre- 
vailed.    The  encniv  have  not  been  able  to  avail  rhcmlelvcs  of  xljdi 
fucccfs  and  acquifitions,  nor  have  they  acquired  folid  and  fubilaniiiJ 
ftrength.     The  natural  anxiety  of  the  people  of  this  country  lias  kJ 
them  to  rpmark  the  prc^grcfs  of  the  decay,  decline,  and  ruin  of  &.c 
enemy,  as  more  rapid  than  they  could  have  forcfeen.     When  tuU 
bufincfs  was  formerly  difcuffcd,  it  was  ufed  as  a  very  confiderajlt 
argument  againft  ncgociation,  that  from  our  fituation  then,  we  coiilJ 
not  hope  to  treat  with  France  on  terms  of  equality.      Is  not  this  ar- 
.gument  very  confiderably  ftrengthcned  at  this  moment,  when  yo»: 
compare  the  ftatc  of  this  country  and  France  ?  Exhaufted  and  wea- 
ried with  the  addition  of  your  own  wcaknefs,  will  you  give  up  the 
conteft  in  defpair  r  We  (liould  tl;cn,  like  Holland,  have  to  coniider 
what  indemnity  France  would  cxpcdl  of  us.      I  (late  this  as  a  prac- 
tical objeflion,  and  wholly  independent  of  any  qucftion  on  the  fe- 
curity  of  negociation.     Thofe  who  argue  for  peace  coniider  our  fitu- 
ation as  rendered  more  fit  for  ncgcciation  in  this  way  :    That  wc 
have  loll  our  allies,    by   w  liich  we  are  reduced  to  fuch  a   ftatc  of 
wcaknefs,  that  wc  mult  lificn  to  peace  ;  and  that  as  they  have  dc- 
fcrted  us,    it  is  unncccnarv  to  obtain  their  confent  to  enter  into  a 
negociation.     Wc?  formerly  rcfufed  to  treat  with  France  hecaufc  wc 
were  fatisfied  flie  was  unable  to  maintain  that  peace  and  amity  tl:at 
ought  to  prevail  among  neutral  nations.      Gentlemen  have  chofcn 
to  forget  all  il^e  arguments  ufed  with  regard  to  acknowledging  the 
Republic  of  France.     We  refufod  to  treat  with  M.  Chauvelin  after 
the  unfortunate  murder  of  Louis  XVI.     Wc  refufed  to  adcnow- 
ledge  a  Government  that  had  been  recking  with  the  blood  of  their 
Sovereign.     Was  not  that  an  objedlion  not  to  acknowledge  them  at 
that  period  ?  The  murder  of  the  King  preceded  but  a  very  few  days 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  this  country. 

The  next  argument  is,  whether  you  would  di(honour  yourfclf  by 
acknowledging  a  Republic  that  might  endanger  your  own  indepen- 
dence, and  which  made  a  public  profeflion  of  principles  which  went 
to  dcftroy  the  independence  of  every  nation  of  Europe?  'I  fay,  I 
will  not  acknowledge  fuch  a  Republic.  The  qucftion  here  is  but 
limply  whether  you  will  acknowledge  fo  as  to  treat  with  it  ?  It  is 
not,  nor  has  it  been,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  in- 
tercft  of  England,  not  fron^  any  one  circumftancc,  but  firom  ta^irig 
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,\]  circumdances  together,  to  inftitiite  a  negociation  witli  the  ruling 
vers  now  cxifting  in  France. 

As  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emperor  to  the  Diet,  if  it  is  authcn- 
*  %  that  he  (hould  hr.  happy  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace, 
!  Ltg  ]cravc  to  fay,  this  declaration  miift  be  fuppofed  to  bind  the  Em- 
1  -.ror  in   no  other  capacity  than  as  head  of  the  Empire;  and  I  am 
(V'c  they  cannot,  and  will  not  ftatc  that  that  precludes  himv    as 
Duke  of  Auftria,  or  King  of  Eol.cnjia,   ficm  perfi  rming  any  agrce- 
i'.  tni  hv  may  clioofe  to  enter  into,  on  his  own  fcparate  account,  m 
t.i'^rj  capacities.     As  the  head  of  the  Enr^:ire,  he  might,  from  the 
jrifjnt  fituation  of  that  countr)',  thii.k  it  wife  and  expedient  to  ga 
b' .' nd  the  line  he  may  chalk  out  to  himfclf  as  a  Sovereign  Prince 
=r.J  King,   as  King  of  Bohemia  and  Archduke  of  Auftria.     There 
msy  be  clrcumftances  to  induce  him,  as  the  head  of  the  Empire,  tQ 
wifli  to  open  a  negociation  with  France,  rather  than  run  the  riflt 
ot  a  fcparate  negociation,   tl-rotrj*  the  mccirm  of  the  King  of  Prut 
lia,  o  ntrary  to  the  Conftituticn  rf  the  Ccrrnnnic  be  dy.      One  of 
the  next  points  relied  upon,    sr.v!  in.putcd  r.s  blame  to  Miniilers^ 
was  the    circumftance  of  the  w-  r   ii\    La  Vendee,    and  with  the 
Ch'uans  being  now  at  an  end.     I  do  not  fee  how  that  circuniilanc^ 
tan  itiach  any  blame  to  Goveimntnt.      It  has  been  flated,  tli$t  tbft 
iohafcitants  of  La  Vendee  have  fubinittcd  to  the  French  Republic* 
Whoever  has  converfed  wi:h  ^.  nrlcmen  coming  fifom  France,  ha^ 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  iituation  of  the  inhabitants  of  L^ 
\  cndce  and  the  Chouans,    as  well  as  from  the  Paris  newfpapera. 
N»>w  they  all  do  well  to  confider,    whether  the  French  Govern- 
ment can  have  any  degree  of  confidence,  that  they  can  reap  the  leaft 
advantage  from  that  union.     The  advantages  of  the  peace  in  that 
^iuartcr  have  been  entirely  in  favour  of  Vendee  and  Britanny^  and 
aot  of  the  Republic  ;  the  inliabitunts  have  gained  by  the  treaty,  and 
l<»ft  nothing;     The   Kepublic  has  no  right    to  any  acceiTion  of 
itrength  from  this  diftricl  of  the  kingdom.     Were  they  fubjedl  to 
requifuions  r  or  did  they  furnifh  recruits  for  the  army  ?  or  did  they* 
incrcafe  the  treafurc  of  the  country  r   By  the  articles  of  their  fvb- 
tniflion  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic,  if  they  arc  reported  truly,  they 
3FC  in  fad  an  independent  Government,  from  which  what  are  called 
^tiiots  are  excluded.    The  ftatc  of  La  Vendee  was  diroSUy  the  re-* 
veife  of  that  of  Holland ;  and  if  that  country  was  not  an  aece0ion 
^(  ilrcngth  to  the  Republic^  is  it  not  a  confciTion  of  the  weakneft^  o£ 
Ac  Government,   that  they  found  themfelves  under  the  w^effitf, 
^^^ithftanding  all  their  fplcndid  fuccefs,  to  enter  into  fuch  a  trealy 
as  a  Sovereign  would  never  have  entered  into  but  ftom  neceflity  ? 
But  there  is  another  circiunftance  which  ha&  been  relied  upon^ 
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and  which  I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filence.  Among  odier  events  of 
the  day,  we  fee  that  Holland  and  France  have  entered  into  an  al- 
liance ;  and  that  Holland  is  to  fumiih  France  with  1 2  {hips  of  the 
line,  and  1 8  frigates.  The  prcfcnt  ftatc  of  Holland,  makes  that 
circumftancc  more  favourable  for  this  country  than  we  had  rcafon 
to  exped  it  would  have  been  when  Holland  was  over-run  by  the 
French, 

The  queftion  is  whether  the  ftatc  of  France  is  not  fo  weak ; 
whether  the  diftradlions  and  difturbances  of  the  country,  and  the 
difcontents  of  the  people  are  not  fo  great,  as  are  likely  to  lead  to 
fome  change  or  new  order  of  things,  more  favourable  than  any  that 
has  hitherto  appeared  } 

Firft,  as  to  the  weaknefs  of  France.     We  have  been  told  bv 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  there  was  no  appearance,  in 
France  of  the  relaxation  of  its  efforts ;  that  the  reign  of  terror  ended 
with  the  month  of  July  laft ;  and  fubfequcnt  to  that  period  they 
have  been  as  fucccfsful  as  ever.     But  furely  it  is  not  very  WCTxler. 
ful  to  any  one  who  confiders  the  cperaticns  cf  that  great  and  extra- 
ordinary machine  which  had  been  fet  in  motion  by  all  the  men  who 
were  put  in  a  ftatc  of  rcquifition,  and  by  all  the  meretricious  trca- 
fiire  that  was  amaiTed,  if  fo  many  caufes,  operating  fo  long,  the  cf- 
fcfts  were  not  to  ceafe  as  immediately  as  the  caufes.     The  effefls  in 
their  operation  furvive  the  caufes ;    but  have  the  French  acquired 
firefli  vigour  ?  Whoever  has  taken  any  pains  to  look  at  the  number 
and  efforts  of  their  armies,  and  ftate  of  the  provifions  and  mag^i- 
zines,  and  attends  to  the  manner  in  which  requifittons  have  been 
carried  on ;  whoever  reads  the  accounts  the  Members  of  the  Con- 
vention give  of  themfelves ;  whoever  reads  their  fpecches ;  who- 
ever trufts  to  their  own  account  of  themfelves  \  thefe  all  prove  that 
the  vigour  and  exertion  of  that  country  have  been  evidently  dj- 
minifhing. 

In  the  next  place,  look  at  the  Rate  of  their  aflignats,  which  fcr 
a  long  time  has  been  the  fubjedl  of  a  great  deal  of  anxious  attention 
to  the  Convention.  They  have  been  employed  almoft  in  a  perpe- 
tual conteft  about  two  things  to  make  a  Conftitution,  and  to  raife 
their  credit,  by  preventing  an  unlimited  number  of  aflignats  coming 
into  circulation.  They  therefore  paffcd  a  decree  to  withdraw  a  cer- 
tain number  of  them  to  raife  their  credit.  The  nominal  value  of 
aflignats  was  only  251.  per  cent.  At  prefent  they  are  fomewhat 
lefs  than  5I.  per  cent.  Their  expenditure  is  incredible;  laft  month 
it  amounted  to  27  millions  fterling,  which  is  more  than  is  wanted 
by  Great  Britain  in  the  courfe  of  a  year.  This  expence  amounts  to 
324  millions  fterling  per  ann.  which  exceeds  the  whole  qatioml 
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cbt  of  Great  Britaini  The  commerce  of  that  countiy  is  totally 
:xtingui{hed,  and  a  j)ortion  of  bankruptcy  mixes  itfelf  with  every 
ranfaflion. 

The  next  article  is  the  price  of  provifions,  refpefting  which  I 
lave  received  a  great  deal  of  authentic  information.  I  have  received 
I  great  variety  of  information  on  this  fubje<Sl  within  thefe  few  days ; 
indeed  I  ixiay  fay  within  thefe  few  hours,  and  the  price  of  provifions 
Is  fo  very  high,  and  fcarcity  prevails  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  mufl  flop 
all  great  and  cxtenfive  operations. 

In  the  next  place,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  provifions  for 
die  French  army  and  navy  will  in  future  be  fo  regularly  fupplied  a^ 
they  hitherto  have  been.    I  have  fomc  accounts  of  provifions  being 
relanded  finom  on  board  fome  of  the  fhips  at  Brefl ;  and  the  city  of 
Paris  has  been  fupplied  by  pittances  from  the  army  on  the  Rhine. 
Expreflions  of  difcontent  arc  not  confined  to  individuals,  but  are  gcr 
reral,  and  fuch  as  come  home  to  the  door  of  every  individual  in 
France.     What  will  be  the  cffedt  of  this  complicated  prefTure,  how 
long  it  may  be  continued,  or  what  order  of  things  may  ultimately 
rife  out  of  it,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fay.     But  I  think  it  may  pro- 
duce, and  probably  at  no  great  diflance  of  time,  fome  new  order  of 
things,  more  friendly  to  a  general  pacification,  and  to  a  regular  in<- 
tcrcomfe  with  the  other  eflablifhed  powers  of  Europe.     Such  is  the 
profpcd  for  an  order  of  things  more  fatisfadory  than  we  have  fecn 
at  any  former  period.    But  becaufe  you  have  fuch  a  profpeS  at  thjs 
moment,  you  are  by  no  means  certain  that  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace  could  be  obtained.     That  is,  at  this  moment,  •  premature ; 
but  a  continuance  of  your  perfeverance  fome  time  longer,  will,  in 
all  probability  produce  that  happy  efFedl.    Compare  the  Situation  and 
refources  of  this  country,  feeling  for  the  burdens  of  the  country, 
which  rouft  be  felt  by  the  poor  and  induftrious  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  deploring  their  neccflity  as  they  mud  obRruft  the  increafing 
wealth  of  the  country.     Look  alfo  at  the  manufaSures  and  trade 
^nd  revenue,  and  compare  it  with  the  expences  of  the  war.    Com- 
pare the  annual  expenditure  of  20  or  25  millions  (lerling,  to  the 
enormous  fum  of  27  millions  flerling  per  month,  or  324.  millions 
per  annum,  the  fum  yearly  expended  by  France.     After  you  have 
n^adc  thefe  comparifons,  tell  me  whether  you  will  lay  afidc  your  ex- 
cnions,  under  the  peculiar  circumdances  in  which  you  are  now 
placed.     You  have  laid  on  taxes  unprecedented  in  their  amount, 
but  at  the  fame  time  having  the  fatisfii£tion  to  know  that  they  are 
borne  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  without  any  material  feverc 
preffurc.— You  are  provided  therefore  with  the  moft  ample  and  li- 
beral fupplics  for  the  prefent  campaign.     But  is  that  the  caib  with 
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France  ?  No.  Every  month,  every  yj9ttk,  U  art  additional  ftram 
of  the  new  machine,  and  they  are  not  pro^adrd  with  any  adequate 
funds  for  that  enormous  expence  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  mu!^ 
ndfe  it  all  by  forced  nieans,  by  requifitions,  by  robbery,  and  plun- 
der. I  have  trcfpiflcd  too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Hoofe.  I 
conclude  by  obfrrving  again,  that  I  was  for  a  more  favourable  order 
of  things,  and  I  cannot  therefore  approve  of  any  attempt  at  ncgo- 
dation  at  this  moment :  but  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war 
for  a  fliort  time,  we  have  every  reafonable  profpeft  that  we  (hall  be 
able  to  procure  for  ourfelves  a  folid,  permanent  and  honourable 
peace. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  in  reply  combated  the  charge  of  incon- 
.fiftcncy  which  had  been  objeiSted  to  him.     He  had,  it  was  trur, 
fupported  the  war ;  but  a  change  of  circumftances  made  him  now 
wifli  to  terminate  it.     He  did  not  make  his  prefent  motion  bom 
any  love  of  French  principles  ;  he  detcfted  them  ;  and  having  turned 
his  mind  to  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft  as  much  as  any  gentle- 
man, the  cffcdl  of  fuch  confideration  led  him  to  think,  that  the 
Fronch  fadions  were  influenced  by  a  love  of  power,  and  not  of 
liberty.  He  refpcfted  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  and  though  it  might  have  great  weight  in 
forming  his  judgement,  yet  that  judgement,  when  crtce  formed, 
and  the  refult  of  *much  thought  and  inquiry,  he  could  not  give  upi 
out  of  refpeft  to  him,  whatever  confidence  he  may  place  in  his  wif- 
dom  or  integi*ity.     Mr.  Wilbcrforcc  concluded  by  faying,  "  How- 
ever, Sir,  this  motion  may  terminate,  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to 
think  that  I  have  done  my  duty,   *  liieravi  animum  meum,  and  I  2m 
hot  anfwerable  for  the  event." 

The  Houfc  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  the  order  df  the  dar^ 
Ayes  201  ;  Noes  86.— Majority  115. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  who  voted  for  Mr.  Wilberforcc's  Modon. 

AfttoAio,  Lee  Oreat  Harlow 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Clitheroe 

Anfoo,  Thomas    ^  Litchfield 

Baring,  Sir  Francis  Wycombe 

Bartkcj,  Heary  CoriF  C^dlc 

Bflplteiin,  J.  F«  Stockbridge 

S^fslay^  Creofge  Bridpoit 

fiafiard,  J,  P.  Devon  County 

ISrdwhe,  F.  J.  Dorfet  County 

BulkMk,  John  Eflex  County 

'Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward  Northampton 

BouTeric^  Hoa.  William  OidSarum 

Bullcr,  John  Exeter 
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TCLLSRS. 
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Tl}urfdayy   2% fh  April 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  Call,  ftrangers  were  not 
•admitted.  Wc  underftand,  however,  that  as  foon  4s  the  Houfc 
met,  a  motion  was  made  to  poftponc  the  Call  till  to-morrow  wfck. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Call 
ihould  be  difchai^ed.  . 

After  fomc  debate  the  Houfc  divided. 

For  difcharging  the  Call  34. ;  Againft  it  90. 

The  Call  was  then  poftponed  till  Friday  fc'cnnight. 

A  Motion  was  made.  Chat  no  Member  (hould  prefume  to  quit 
town  without  leave  of  abfence. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a  debate,  in  which  the  fubjed  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  debts  was  alluded  to,  as  a  reaibn  in  fuj^rtof  the 
tnotion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  aflSirdcd 
by  the  introduftion  of  the  Prince's  debts  into  the  debate,  to  (hte, 
that  the  mode  which  he  meant  to  propofe  was,  that  the  quantum 
of  the  income  to  be  granted  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  (hnuld  be  dif- 
cuffed  feparatcly  from  the  debts— that  the  queftion  of  how  much} 
and  whether  any  part  of  th^t  ineome  (hould  be  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  would  come  next  under  difcu0ion ;  but  that 
in  the  debate  on  Monday  next,  relative  to  the  debts,  no  fpeclfic  part 
bf  the  income  could  be  apptvpriated-— b^t  that  it  ooujd  only  Acn  be 
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determined/  whether  any  part  (hould  be  appropriated :  ^->the  amount 
of  the  ap{nt>priation  would  not  come  r^ularly  into  the  debate  till  the 
biU  that  might  be  brought  in  (hould  be  in  a  Committee. , 

Mr.  FOX  ftatcd,  that  what  he  wHhed  was,  that  the  income 
(hould  go  on,  independently  of  any  otlier  con{idetati<»i,  and  that  it 
(hould  not  interfere  with  the  fubjedl  of  the  debts.  From  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  opened  the  bufincfs  to  the  Houfe,  he 
had  conceived  that  the  income  was  to  have  been  kept  ieparate  from 
the  debts. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  the  mode  by  which  it  was  propofed  to 
get  rid  of  cme  inconvenience,  tended  to  introduce  another,  Mr.  Fox 
had  wi(hed  to  feparate  the  debts  from  the  income,  and  to  vote  the 
income  (irft.  But  the  right  honourable  gendeman  would  recollect 
d)at  thou^  the  Houie  might  be  tempted  to  grant  a  large  income, 
if  a  part  of  it  were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payn(lent  of  the  debts, 
yet -that  diey  might  not  be  induced  to  graQt  fo  large  an  income/  tf 
part  of  it  were  not  to  be  appropriated  to  fuch  payments 

Mr.  FOX  fuggefi^d,  Aat  a  fubjeft*  not  being  fimple  in  all  it* 
parts;  aflbrdcd  no  reafon  againft  attempting  to  make  it  as  (imple  as 
poffible. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  twafeparatc  in-» 
ftniftions  nece(rary,  firft,  for  the  regulation  of  the  expcnce  in  order 
to  prevent.any  debts  being  contracted  in  future ;  and  fecondly,  for 
the  liquidation  of  thofe  debts  already  contradled.  In  one  circum^ 
ftancc,  he  confefTed,  that  he  had  experienced  fome  degree  of-  difap- 
pointment ;  he  had  hoped  that  the  notice  now  given  of  the  bill  in^ 
tended  to  be  brought  in  would  have  produced  fome  communication 
to  the  Houfe,  from  the  iUuifaious  perfonage  mod  immediately  in- 
toreftcd  in  the  tranfa£lion. 

Mr.  GREY  profeflTed  himfelf  ftill  of  his  former  opinion,  that 
no  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  debts,  and  that  every  application 
for  their  payment  ought  to  be  refiftcd.  He  confidered  a  pofitive  re- 
fofal  as  rile  only  anfwer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  a  propofition  for 
the  payment  of  debts  which  never  ought  to  have  been  contracted; 
To  tfiofe,  however,  who  thought  otherwife,  he  could  not  help  re- 
nvaiking,  that  the  queftion  was  unfairly  put.  It  was  (tated,  that 
*€y  were  only  called  upon  to  vote  for  fuch  a  (bm  as  abftraSecfly 
^^^nfidered,  was  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  a  proper  eflabliihrnent 
^  the  Prince  of  Wales,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  was  fuggcfted, 
^t  they  ought  to  vote  for  the  particular  fum,  with  a  view  to  the 
portion  to  be  annually  appiK)priated  for  the  payment  of  debt.  Let 
*c  Houfe  then  be  undeceived  ;  let  them  not  by  this  unfiiir  mo<Je  of 
l^ing  the  queiHoa  be  led  away  with  die  idea,  that  they  are  onl]^ 
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noting  a  proper  eM)lilhinent,  while  they  axt  in  h&  called  npon  for 
the  payment  of  debts.  .  If  the  honour  of  the  Royal  fiamily  had  been 
confultedy  a  different  proceeding  woul4»  in  his  opinion,  have  bran 
adopted.  The  Minifter  would,  in'the  iirft  inibnce,  have  come  to 
the  Houfc  fer  a  proper  eilabliflinient,  and  then  an  exprds  toeSbp 
inight  have  been  brought  down  fiom  His  MajcftTf  with  the  cocilent 
of  the  Prince,  praying  for  relief,  with  refpeA  to  the  debts  which 
had  been  unfortunately  contradted.  This  Would  have  been  much 
better  than  the  prefcnt  mode  of  proceeding,  which  had  the  ignomi- 
nious appearance  of  tying  down  the  Prince  without  his  own  confcnt. 
The  whole  of  the  tranfa^on,  however,  as  it  ftood  with  refped  to 
the  debts,  he  muft  again  ihitc,  met  with,  his  dired  difapprobation. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  he  confidcred  as  pcrfcaiy  fair  the 
notice  which  had  been  given  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemao. 
He  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  meaning'  to  bring  forward  a  pro- 
pofition  that  the  whole  of  the  augmentation,  65,000!.  (hould  be 
applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts.  The  remainii^  65,0001 
he  (hould  leave  the  Prince  to  difpofe  of  as  he  pleafed,  without  amy 
limitation  as  to  his  not  contradiing  farther.  He  tnifted  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  underdood  too  well  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  prefcnt  tranfadion,  to  incur  the  rifque  of  fuch  a  fiep  in 
future.  If  he  (hould,  however,  again  prefume  to  run. in  debt, 
the  confequences  might  be  fuch  as  it  would  neither  be  picadint  for 
that  Houfe  to  take,  nor  for  him  to  be  talccn.' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked  that  the  prefetit  converfation 
was  not  (hid^ly  in  order.  By  the  mode  of  proceeding  whidi  he  had 
adopted,  he  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  difcufs,  firft,  what  income  oo^t 
to  be  given  to  the  Prince,  and  next,  what  proviHon  (houid  be  fct 
apart  out  of  that  income,  for  the  liquidation  of  debt.  He  wiihcti 
them  iirft  to  difpofe  of  the  general  queftion,  in  order  that  they  might 
come  to  the  particular  difcuflfton  in  the  Committee.  By  the  notice 
which  he  had  given,  he  did  not  intend,  that  on  Monday  next  they 
ihould  difcuis  what  appropriation  (hould  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  debt,  but  only  whether  there  (hould  be  any  appreciation  at  all  I 

A  motion  was  mndc  that  Mr.  Charles  Yorjcc  have  leave  to  go 
out  of  town  on  public  affairs,  which  was  explained  to  be  to  attend 
his  duty  as  a  field-officer.  After  fome  converfation,  in  whkji  it 
was  ftated  that  every  regiment  had  three  field-officers,  any  one  of 
whom  was  equivalent  to  the  difchaxge  of  the  neccffiuy  duty,  the 
Houfe  divide. 

For  the  motion,  52.— -Againft  it,  59. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  Capt.  Berkelqr  have  leave  to  go 
out  of  town,  being  ordered  to  join  his  (hip.     Tlie  cafe  of  a  naval 


A.  1 795.  DEBATES.  409 

officer  being  underftood  to  be  an  exception  to  the  principle  adopted 

in  the  former  deciiion,  the  motion,  after  fome  converfation,  was 

agreed  to. 

A.  motion  was  made,  that  no  motion  be  made  for  Members  to  go 

out  of  town  J  except  between  the  hours  of  four  and  five.— Ordefed. 
Mr-  Secretary  DUNDAS  broi:ght  down   a  copy  of  General 

Mycr'  saffidavit.— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dundas  again  deferred  his  India  Budget  to  Mondayj  the 

8th  of  June  ;  dating  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  any  gentleman  had 

occafion  for  that  day,  he  was  perfedUy  ready  to  give  it  up. 

Captain  BERKELEY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre* 
vent  the  felling  of  ale  without  licences.— Granted^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  rcfolve  itfclf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe^  on  the  Convention  between  His 
Majcfty  and  the  Emperor. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  important  as  he  felt  this  mea- 
fure  to  be,  as  many  of  the  confiderations  connected  with  it  liad 
been  involved  in  other  difcuflions,  and  even  in  that  which  had  laft 
taken  place,  he  fhould  not  have  occafion  to  trouble  the  Hou^e  at 
length.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  to  be  neccflary  to  fay  any  thii^  at 
prcfcne  as  to  the  propriety  and  reafonablenefs  of  availing  ourfelves  of 
every  means  of  aflillance  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  conteft 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  or  as  to  the  expediency  of  fecuring  tO; 
ourfelves  in  the  way  propofed  by  this  convention,  the  co-operation 
of  fa  great  a  militaiy  power  as  the  Emperor.  The  Houfe  had  aU 
ready  decided  on  thofe  points«  They  had,  however,  refcrved  to 
themfclves,  when  the  conditions  ihould  be  laid  before  them,  to 
judge  both  as  to  the  fecurity  afforded  for  the  aflfiftance,  to  the  extent 
to  which  it  had  been  fiipulated,  and  for  the  repayment  of  the  fums 
advanced.  When  the  meiTage  was  originally  brought  down,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  with  a  view  to  a  larger  fum,  dill  more  extenfive 
co-operation  might  not  have  been  required  than  that  which  was  now 
fixed.  .  The  advances  that  had  been  already  made  went  to  the  ex- 
ceedings  above  the  four  millions ;  they  amounted  to  about  5  50^001* 
From  the  general  vote  of  tlie  Houfe  on  the  former  occaiion,  he  coI« 
leded  that  this  fum  would  fufficiently  meet  with  their  approbation. 
He  then  entered  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  ConventlcHi  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  the  fecurity  afforded  for  the  performance  of  the 
flipuladons,  and  the  payment  of  the  fum.  Every  precaution  had 
been  taken  diat  could  tend  to  render  the  tranfadion  fafe  or  advan- 
tageoos  to  us.  A  oonliderable  delay  had  taken  place,  which  had 
been  full  of  %axiety  to  thofe  concerned  in  the  fpeculation^  as  they 
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were  obliged  to  have  their  money  in  readinefs.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  had  formerly  dated,  that  the  tranfafKon  did  not  prefcnt 
a  very  advantageous  profped  to  the  fubfcribers.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  reverfe  was  the  cafe,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  gentlemen 
would  rejoice  in  the  circumdance,  both  as  a  fymptom  of  the  flomifii- 
ing  (fate  of  public  credit,  and  as  it  was  fair  that  thofe  who  had  ran 
the  rifque,  (houtd  likewife  reap  the  advantage  of  any  change  that 
had  taken  place.  With  refpeft  to  the  fubfcribers,  thcrefere,  he 
fliould  conlider  that  the  difcuflion  ftood  precifcly  on  the  fame  footing 
as  formerly.  He  did  not  conlider  it  necefiary  for  him  to  fay  wore, 
except  he  (hould  have  occaiion  to  add  any  thing  in  the  way  of  ex- 
planation.    He  concluded  with  nK>Ving  the  following  refolurion. . 

*'  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  diis  Committee,  that  pro- 
vifion  (hould  be  made  for  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  dividend 
of  4,6oo,oool.  provided  by  the  convention  between  his  Imperial 
Majefty  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  4th  of  May  1795" 

After  making  his  motion,  he  dated,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
propofe  to  the  fubfcribers  an  additional  (hilling,  long  annuities ; 
but  of  this  it  was  not  ncceflfary  to  fay  any  thing  now,  as  die  addition 
could  only  be  voted  in  a  Committee  of  Supply. 
.  Mr.  FQX  faid,    he  (hould  not,  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  goat 
large  into  the  general  arguments  on  the  fuppofcd  policy  of  the  fubjcfl 
now  before  the  Committee ;  becaufe  there  was  not  that  attendance 
which  he  thought  the  matter  demanded.     It  was  therefore  exceed- 
ingly probable  that  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it  at 
a  future  period,  if  he  (hould  find^it  taken  up  in  die  manner  which 
a  thing  fo  very  ferious  and  extraordinary  in  his  opinion  defcrved.  But 
he  could  not  help  making  fome  obfervadons  upon  it  now.     When 
this  bulincfs  was  before  the  Houfe  on  a  former  day,  they  were  told 
that  four  millions  were  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  on  condition 
of  his  providing  two  hundred  thoufai^  men  for  the  common  caufe, 
as  it  was  termed,  but  that  if  he  (hould  provide  a  larger  army^  it 
was  faid  that  there  (hould  be  no  objedion  on  our  part  to  granting 
him  the  Aim  of  fix  millions;  and  it  was  faid,  that  die  Emperor  had 
received  fome  of  this  money  in  part  of  the  whole  loan ;  and  at  that 
time  it  was  not  known  how  the  propofals  would  be  accepted  in 
Vienna.     The  fadJ  now  was,  that  he  was  to  receive  four  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  over  and  above  the  fums  which  had 
been  already  advanced  to  him^     What  was  the  confequcnceof  Ais' 
Did  the  Emperor  undertake  to  fumi(h  more  than  the  two  hundred 
thou(and  men?    No  fuch  diing;  and  it  now  appeared  that  thcEn^* 
pcror  had  never  agreed  to  what  had  been  ftatcd  to  the  Houfe  by  the 
Minifter,     Perhaps  it  was  not  criminal  on  the  part  of  our  Gotcrft- 


A.  179^  DEB  AT  £  S.  4jt 

mcnt  to  adVafhce  the  money  which  the  Emperor  had  aftually  re- 
ceived ;   but  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfc  of  Commons  ought  to  have 
more  and  better  information  than  the  Minifters  had  been  pleafed  to 
give  them,  before  tliey  agreed  to  a  propofition  which  was  both  dan- 
gerous and  alarming.     There  was  a  rumour  that  this  faidiful  ally 
of  ours  had  aded  in  a  manncc  not  very  confiftcnt  with  the  charadler 
which  had. been  given  him;  if  thiit  rumour  be  true,  we  were  about 
to  proceed  upon  very  important  bufincfs^  indeed,  without  the  leaft 
fccurity  that  we  (hould  not  be  deceived.      It  had  been  faid,  that 
when  the  Britifh  and  allied  armies  were  in  a  fituation  of  the  grcateft 
peril,  and  when  a  delay  of  only  twenty-four  hours  of  the  Auftrians 
would  have  been  effeniial,  that  delay  had  been  refufed  byjiis  Im- 
perial Majcfty ;  and  the  filence  of  the  Minifter  upon  that  fubjcd 
made  Mr.  Fox  think  that  this  rumour  was  well  founded.     Wc 
had  continued  to  pay  the  Emperor  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
month  after  he  had  deferred  us.     When  an  inquir)'  ^^'as  propofed  to 
be  madeinto  this  bufinefs,  wc  were  told  there  were  fome  difficultiei 
in  the  way  of  an  explanation.     He  would  aik>  was  that  an  anfwer 
to  a  Houfe  of  Commons  called  upon  to  vote  away  by  millions  the 
public  money  ?  It  was  objected  to  by  many,  and  by  him  particularly 
cm  the  difcuiSon  of  the  Pruffian  treatyi  that  we  (ho  uld  pay  our  mo« 
ncy  in  fuch  large  fums  without  having  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
conreSIy  how  former  engagements  had  been  fulfilled.     The  Houfe 
was  told  they  could  not  have  any  precife  information,  becaufe  the 
regular  returns  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  had  not  been  made. 
This  wasy  in  his  opinion,  a  fcandalous  omifTion.     He  difapproved 
of  the  Pruffian  treaty  ;  but  that  treaty  contained  an  article,  by  which 
wc  were  endtled  to  call  for  an  account,  but  which  wc  never  knew 
how  for  it  had  been  enforced  becaufe  no  inquiry  had  been  inftituted. 
But  in  this  treaty  there  was  no  fuch  power  in  point  of  h&,  and  yet 
we  had  been  careful  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  it.     If,  in  one 
niontfa,  the  Emperor  (hould  fail  in  the  perfbrmance  of  his  engage- 
incnt,  we  might  have  corredl  informadon,  but  we  had  no  means 
to  prevent  diat  failure.    It  had  been  dated  that  we  were  not  anfwer« 
^e  for  die  whole  amount  of  the  loan,  if  the  Emperor  (hould 
&1  \  we  were  anfwerable  only  for  the  dividends  from  dme  to  time 
2S  the  £ulure  ihould  occur.     He  really  thought  this  curious.     He 
could  not  help  fmiling  at,  although  he  had  heard  that  ignorance  is 
^  to  fmile.     He  was  really  too  itupid  to  fee  the  diftindion  between 
^ing  anfwerable  for  the  whole  fum,  and  paying  for  ever  the  dividends 
that  fliall  become  due  upon  it.     The  dii^indion  between  that  and 
{aying  a  fum  of  money  he  did  not-  comprehend.     He  wifhed  to 
^w  u|K)ii  what  our  fcairity  rdled  with  regard  to  this  loan.     He 


432  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

fliould  be  anfweredy  no  doubt,  on  the  punAuality  of  the  payments 
of  the  Emperor  :  now  upon  this  he  wiflied  for  fome  cxplamdon  be- 
fore the  Houfe  proceed  farther  in  this  bufinefs.  There  were  foroc 
perfons,  and  he  confcflcd  he  was  one  of  that  number,  who  hid 
fome  doubts  conecrning  this  punduality,  as  well  as  refpedii^  the 
fulfilment  of  the  military  engagements  of  his  Imperial  Majc%; 
and  thefe  were  points  which  required  a  good  deal  of  explanation. 
Here  Mr.  Fox  read  an  extrafi  of  a  letter  fhxn  a  perfon  at  Vienna  to 
his  correfpondent  here,  Aating  that  the  C>art  of  Vienna  had  come 
to  a  refolution  not  to  pay  dividends  of  old  loans  to  a^ny  perfoos  refi- 
dent  in  France ;  and  to  another  refolution,  not  to  pay  any  peribns 
who  had  not  emigrated  from  France — that  was  to  fay,  the  Empcnir 
would  not  pay  except  where  emigration  was  proved.  Sums  of  mo- 
ney were  due  to  a  religious  order  in  France,  and  the  Emperor  faid 
he  would  not  pay  them  unlets  they  provedt  they  had  emigrated  fran 
France :  and  by  the  feoond  refolution,  he  did  he  would  not  pay 
diem,  becaufe  diey  happened  to  be  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  tt 
the  time  the  French  over-ran  that  quarter.  In  anfwer  to  the  Mi- 
nifier  s  aiTertion,  that  we  had  made  good  ufe  of  our  credit,  by  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  he  obferved  there  were  two  aiguments  againft 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding-*- Firft,  it  was  not  honourable  for  die 
Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  fell  the  intereft  of  the  public  CTcdit; 
and,  fecondly,  if  it  was  to  be  fold,  it  (hould  be  fold  for  what  it  was 
really  worth.  But  as  to  the  idea  that  the  Emperor  intended  to  keep 
his  engagements,  he  hoped  he  did ;  but  then  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  ought  to  inquire  whether  he  was  able  as  well 
as  willing.  It  was  not  the  time  now  to  go  at  large  into  the  general 
queftion  of  the  policy  of  this  loan.  But  there  was  another  point 
extremely  important  indeed,  and  which  ought  to  be  attended  to  by 
that  Houfe.  He  faw  in  this  convention  no  ftipulation  diat  the  Em- 
peror (hould  not  make  a  feparate  peace.  On  the  contrary  it  was 
carefully  avoided ;  and  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  this  convention 
was  iigned  at  Vienna  at  the  very  time  that  the  Emperor  publiflicd 
the  refcript  to  the  Diet  of  Ratiibon,  the  fubftance  of  which  was 
pretty  well  known.  The  Minifter  infifted  that  this  matter  was  dif- 
culTed  yefterday,  and  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  made  it  unneceflaxy 
to  difcufs  thatbufinefs  again.  Now  he  (aw  it  in  the  dired  con> 
trary  view.  What  was  the  quedion  laft  night?  tt  was  this: 
Whether  it  was  wife  and  judicbus  for  one  of  the  confederates 
againft  France,  viz.  Great  Britain,  to  negQciate  with  France  at  this 
time  ?  What  was  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  fub- 
jeft  ?  It  was  this — That  it  would  be  unwife  in  us  to  do  any  thing 
that  could  tend  to  weaken  th^t  pQp£pder^^  A  depifioa  which  hs 
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by  no  mbans  applauded,    but  fuch  was  the'  deciiion.     And  yet  it 
was  this  moment  propofed,  by  the  refolution  before  the  Committee, 
that  wc  ftiould  embark  our  credit,  wrih  one  of  the  members  of  thit 
very  confederacy,  who  had  done  the  very  thing  which  the  dccifion 
of  the  Houic  laft  night  pronounced  to  be  fo  dangerous.     He  thought' 
the  rcfcript  authentic.     Minifters  might  think  it  was  not  autlicntic. 
He  wlflied  to  know,  whether  it  was  authentic  or  not.     If  it  was, 
we  were  going  to  embark  with  an  ally  who,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Miniftcr,  and  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  laft  night, 
was  going  to  annul  the  whole  plan  of  our  future  operations,  and  for 
which  we  were  now  to  vote  away  millions  of  the  public  money,  by 
weakening  the  confederacy  and  ftrengthening  the  enemy.     If  there 
i»as  a  doubt  on  the  authenticity  of  this  refcript  (and  he  confcffed, 
from  what  he  heard  the  Minifter  fay  laft  night,  he  feared  there  was 
a  doubt,)   it  was  a  very  alarming  thing,  and  ought  to  be  explained 
immediately ;  for  the  Emperor  had  given  us  no  intelligence  upoa 
the  fubjed.     He  certainly  had  time  enough,  for  the  fubjeft  of  this 
loan  had  been  under  his  confideratiop  for  fomc  months.     If  the 
Emperor  purfued  the  principle  of  this  refcript,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  peace,  it  might  ftill  be  faid  that  peace  might  not  be  had  im- 
mediately.    He  thought  fo  too;  but  then,  if  France  was,  as  Mi- 
nifters ftatcd  it  to  be,  at  its  laft  gafp,"  that  wifti  for  peace  could  not 
be  long  delayed.    Under  thefe  impreflions,  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe, 
accuftomcd  even  as  they  had  been  to  the  infincerity  and  falfehood'of 
Minifters  throughout  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  war,  would  fee  the 
ncceflky  of  an  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  thofe  our  feithful  allies. 
If  peace  (hould  be  foon  concluded  between  the  French  and  the  Em- 
peror, he  wifticd  the  Houfe  to  refledl  that  we  ftiall  have  given  the 
whole  of  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  abfulutely  fcr 
nothing.     There  had  been  fomething  Taid  upon  the  diftin£tion  be- 
tween the  character  of  the  Emperor  as  fuch,  and  that  of  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia ;  that,  as  Emperor,  he  might  agree  to  a  peace 
with  France,  but  as  King  and  Archduke,  he  might  purfue  the  war 
with  vigour.     This  was  perfedlly  ridiculous,  for  whenever  peace 
was  agreed  upon,  one  of  the  leading  articles  of  the  treaty  muft  be, 
that  he  ftiould  not  fufier  troops  dcftined  againft  France  to  pafs  through 
any  of  his  dominions,  and  therefore  he  would  forbid  fuch  troops  from 
e^^ing  through  Bohemia  againft  France.     But  he  was  afraid  that  all 
the  hopes  of  the  majority,  who  fupported  this  war,  were  now  in  the 
infincerity  of  the  Emperor,  as  to  Uiis  refcript.     Exclofivc  of  the  in- 
famy of  fucji  a  principle,  he  advifed  the  Houfe  to  be  cautious  in 
tnjfting  to  fuch  a  fccurity,  for  he  knew  of  no  real  fccurity  in  the 
condud  of  any  man,  if  that  condu<S  was  not  founded  on  the  prin-i 
Vol.  XLI.  3  K 


434  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  t79S« 

m 

ciples  of  fair  dealing.  What  fecurity  fasid  we  that  what  die  Em- 
peror was  doing  in  London  was  iincere,  and  that  what  he  was  doing 
in  Vienna  was  not  all  duplicity :  we  (hould  rather  think  that  he 
ii'ould  7l{\  according  to  what  he  ihould  think  the  intereft  of  his  own 
dominions.  '  He  (hould  like  to  know  with  wliat  face  of  finccrity 
the  Emperor  could  come  to  the  Diet  with  his  rcfcript  in  favour  of 
peace,  and  at  the  fame  moment  open  a  loan  with  this  counny  £ar 
carrying  on  the  wtlt.  The  truth  was,  die  Diet  were  unacquainted 
with  his  determination  to  accept  our  loan  when  he  publi(bcd  this  ir- 
fcript,  and  by  the  ftep  which  we  were  about  to  take,  we  were  to 
become  parties  to  the  deluiion ;  and  whatever  were  the  real  inten- 
tions of  the  Emperor,  this  was  a  duplicity  of  a  nature  fo  dctcAable, 
that  we  ought  to  be  afhamed  of  being  parties  to  it.  He  concluded 
with  faying,  he  wifhcd  to  difcufs  this  fubjed  on  a  future  occafioo, 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  the  fcnfe  of  the  Conrvmittee  upon 
it,  even  in  the  prefent  ftage. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thought  we  ought  to  be  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Emperor  for  not  taking  the  whole  of  our  (Ix  milKons* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  followed  the  idea  of  Mr.  Fox,  with  regard  to  d)e 
loan  with  the  Emperor :  we  ought  either  not  to  have  made  the  ufe 
we  did  of  our  credit*  in  the  terms  we  had  m^dc,  or  have  brot^^  it 
fairly  to  fale.  He  then  entered  upon  various  calculations  upon  the 
fubje6t,  to  (hew  the  fallacy  of  the  Minifter's  ftatements. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  if  the  money  was  lent  to  die  Em- 
peror to  enable  him  to  make  the  greateft  poffibie  exertion  in  a  cooo- 
mon  caufe  with  us,  we  ought  certainly  to  have  procured  it  for  him 
upon  the  eafied  terms,  without  making  any  advantage  of  it  for  our« 
felvcs.  This  we  ought  to  have  done  if  tte  war  were  likdy  to  laft 
but  one  campaign,  much  more  when  it  might  probably  be  continued 
for  two  or  three.  For  the  fame  reafons  we  ou^t  not  to  have  fiiSered 
him  to  pay  250,0001.  commiflion  upon  it,  when  wc  might  have 
procured  it  for  him  without  that  expence.  It  had  been  hinted, 
that,  although  the  Emperor  might  make  peace  as  head  of  the  Ger- 
manic body,  he  might  continue  the  war  as  King  of  Htix^aiy  and 
Bohemia.  How  he  was  to  divide  his  two  capacities  in  fudi  a  cafe, 
it.  was  not  very  eafy  to  comprehend.  If,  as  Emperor  of  Gennanv, 
he  was  convinced  of  the  neceflftty  of  rcfbring  peace  to  Europe,  it 
was  natursll  to  fuppofe  that  he  mud  feel  the  fame  neceffity  as  Kiif 
ofHungaryand  Bohemia,  ' 

Mr!  JENKINSON  faw  no  difficulty  in  the  Emperor's  ncgociat- 
ing  as  head  of  the  Germanic  body,  and  continuing  die  war  as  Ardi« 
duke  of  Auilria,  and  Kitig  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 

Mr.  W,  SMITH  faid,  that  if  gentlemen. could  pczfuade  dwu^ 
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rdves  that  the  Emperor,  ^hohad  made  war  unfuCcefsfiilly  when 
fupported  by  Pruflia,  our  army  on  the  continent,  Holland,  and  the 
States  of  the  Empire,  could  hope  for  better  fucccfe  when  reduced  to 
the  force  of  his  hereditary  dates,  they  faw  things  in  a  point  of  view 
fo  very  different  from  what  he  did,  as  to  leave  no  common  principle 
upon  which  he  could  argue  with  them, 

Mr.  JODRELL  faid,  the  copy  of  the  Emperor's  refcript  to  the 
Diet  of  Ratiibon,  which  he  had  feen,  ilated  his  readipcfs  to  enter 
into  negociations  with  the  French  Republic,  both  as  Emperor  and 
King. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  this  was  merely  the  Emperor's  ufual 
flyle,  and  did  not  at  all  bind  him  as  King  of  JBohcmia. 
'  Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  if  the 
French,  as  had  been  aflerted,  were  fo  much  exhaufted,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  continue  the  war,  perhaps  for  a  month  longer,  the  Em- 
peror fhould  be  fo  ignorant  of  all  this  as  to  deliver  fuch  a  refcript  to 
the  Diet. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  refolution  ; 

Ayes,  77  ;     Noes,  43. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday,  and  the  Houfe 
a<^ourned  till  that  day. 

Monday,    \Ji  June. 

The  honourable  D.  RYDER  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
ihould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  certain  privileges  to 
troolcumbers  ;  great  numbers  of  whom  had  been  materially  injured 
in  their  trades  by  the  introduction  of  machines.  He  faid,  that  it 
had  been  ufual  where  the  introdudlion  of  machinery  in  any  branch  of 
manufaiSture  which  operated  for  the  general  good,  yet  bore  particu- 
larly hard  on  individuals,  to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  the  wifdom  of 
Parlbment  might  think  proper.  The  nature  and  purport  of  this 
bill  would  be  to  grant  a  (imilar  privilege  to  woolcombers,  who  had 
been  thrown  out  of  bread  by  the  introdudlion  of  machines,  as  was 
given  to  foldiers  and  failors'  when  difchai^ed  from  their  refpedtive 
(crvices,  viz.  that  of  being  entitled  to  fet  up  and  follow  any  trade 
or  calling,  in  any  city  or  town,  where  they  have  not  fcrved  an  ap- 
pfentice(hip,  or  are  not  free,  without  being  obliged  to  remove  there- 
irocn  until  they  actually  become  chargeable. 

Mr.  LONG  moved  the  order  of  die  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  hawkers  and  pedlars.  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

Colonel  STANLEY  moved  a  daufe  to  be  added  to  the  bill,  to 
repeal  three  daufcs  in  the  bill,  which  refiridted  hav^kers  and  p:dlars 
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from  trading  in,  or  nearer  to  any  market-town  than  thediftance  cf 
two  miles,  except  on  market  and  fair  days.  This  rcftriaio«,  the 
Colonel  faid,  was  laid  upon  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  at  the  time  the 
{hop  tax  originally  took  place,  in  order  to  equalize  the  fituatton  of 
the  two  defcriptions  of  dealers,  and  to  prevent  hawkers  and  pedlar? 
having  too  great  an  advantage  over  the  fettled  and  regular  (hopkecpeis. 
from  the  operation  that  tax.  would  have  upon  them.  The  (Hop  tax 
having  now  ceafcd,  he  thought  it  was  but  juftice  that  the  rcftriAirn 
which  took  place  on  the  hawkers  and  pedlars,  in  confequcnce  of  fh*t 
tax,  owght  to  ccafe  alfo.  The  hawkers  and  pedlars  were,  he  fai-K 
an  induftrious  and  valuable  body  of  men,  and  defervcd  the  crwr(>i-- 
ragement  of  Parliament,  as  they  contributed  to  a  very  wide  and  ex- 
tenfive  circdlation  of  the  manafadlorcs  of  the  countrr,  and  cnablt  J 
people  who  lived  at  a  diftancc  from  large  towns  and  cities  to  accom- 
modate thcmfelves  wjth  goods  tliey  wanted,  at  a  cheaper  and  mor.* 
convenient  rate  than  they  could  poflibly  do  without  their  regular  vi- 
lits.  He  therefore  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc  t)^ 
ficccnity  of  adopting  this  claufe,  for  the  purpofc  of  doing  away  the 
rcftridion  complained  of. 

Mr.  LONG  feconded  the  motion ;  when  a  fliort  convcrfation 
took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Hawkins  Brown,  Mr. 
Thornton,  and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR,  in  particular,  declared,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  towns  throughout  the  country  parts  of  England  labourcJ 
under  confiderable  inconveniences,  from  the  exorbitant  prices  which 
Shopkeepers  ufed  to  charge,  by  having  the  cxclufivc  privilt^  of  fel- 
ling goods;  and  that  a  kind  of  monopoly  was  thus  increafcd,  which 
would  be  done  away  if  hawkers  were  permitted  to  come  and  fell  their 
goods  in  the  fame  place.  Befidcs,  it  was  unjuft  to  prevent  thdc 
men,  who  paid  a  tax,  from  enjoying  a  benefit  which  (hopkcq^fb 
enjoyed,  who  paid  no  tax  at  all  for  any  licence  to  fell  goods. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  quedion  ; 

For  the  Claufe,   90 ;     *Againft  it,  7. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER,  Solicitor  General  to  his  Royal  Highncfs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall,  acquainted  the  Houfe^ 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  while  the  queftion  relative  to  his  cftab- 
lifhmcnt  was  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 
liad  thought  the  proper  condud  for  him  to  obfervc  wa5  to  avoid  cx- 
prcfllng  any  opinion  or  wifh  upon  the  fubjed ;  fully  fenfible  that  the 
liberality  and  wifdom  of  Parliament  would  make  fuch  arrangements 
as  fhould  be  beft  fuited  to  the  (ituation  of  his  affairs,  the  dignity  of 
the  Royal  family,  and  the  intereft  of  the  Public :  But  having  un- 
cIcrftQod,  that  it  was  the  defire  of  many  refpc<aablc  perfons,  M 
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is  wiihcs  and  opinions  upon  the  fiibjeft  (hould  be  known,  his  Royal 
-fighnefe  had  authorifed  him  to  aiTure  the  Houfc,  that  he  is  ex- 
rcmcly  dciirous  that  fuch  regulations  may  be  adopted,  as  ta  the 
virdonn  of  Parliament  (hall  feem  moft  cKpedient  and  advifcable^ 
or  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  order  and  regularity  in  the  expenditure 
)f  his  income,  and  to  prevent  the  incurring  of  debt  in  future-—* 
\nd,  at  the  fame  time,  his  Royal-  Highnefs  had  authorifed  him 
farther  to  cxprefs  his  earneft  dcfire,  that  the  Houfc  will  appropriate 
Ojch  part  of  the  income,  which  they  may  intend  to  allot  to. him,  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  debts  with  which  he  is  embarraifed,  as,  un- 
der all  the  prcfent  circumftances,  (hall  feem  to  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence of  the  Houfe  moft  expedient  and  advifable ;  fully  fenfiblc 
that,  however  lai^e  that  appropriation  may  be,  the  Houfe  will  be 
•guided  folcly  by  the  confideration  of  what  (hall  appear  to  them  the 
moft  conducive  to  his  honour,  and  the  intercft  of  the  Public.  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that,  in  confequcnce  of  the  com- 
munication which,  had  juft  been  made  to  the  Houfe,  he  rofc  with 
fentiments  of  much  lefs  anxiety  and  much  greater  fatisfadiion  than 
lie  had  experienced  in  any  former  part  of  this  tranfadion.     In 
bringing  forward  this  buiinefs,  which  he  had  reafon  to  hope  would 
have  hceti  in  itfclf  highly  fatisfadlory,  but  which  peculiar  circum- 
fiinces  had  rendered  extremely  painful,  he  had  not  however  been 
without  fomc  degree  of  confolation.     He  had  fatisfa6tion  in  con- 
tcmphting  the  principles  which  had  given  rife  to  the  difBculties  at- 
tendant on  the  tranfa«£lion.    He  obferved  with  pleafure,  that  a  Par-i 
liament  which  had  never  failed  in  any  expreflion  of  loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign,  or  attachment  to  his  family,  which  had  never  been  want- 
ing in  difcovcring  a  proper  fpirit  of  liberality,  when  the  occalion 
called  for  it,  had  no  lefs  in  the  prefent  inftance  fticwn  a  degree  of 
jealoufy,  care,  and  circumfpcftion,  when  a  demand  was  made  upon 
the  pockets  of  their  conftituents,  attended,  with  fome  circumftances 
which  they  could  not  altogether  approve.  He  had  no  lefs  fatisfadion 
in  obferving  that  the  illuftrious  perfonage  himfelf  was  imprcflid 
with  a  juft  fenfe  of  that  line  of  conduft,  which  regard  to  his  cha- 
raftcr  and  fituation  required  him  to  purfue,  and  hC'trufted  that  the 
Houfc  had  that  day  received  an  earneft  of  the  future  difpofitions  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  of  that  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
which  would  diftinguiih  him  in  the  exalted  (ituatbn  to  which  he  one 
day  might  be  called.     Under  that  impreflion,  he  hoped  that  there 
would  be  little  diiierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  propolition  which  he 
(hould  now  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.     The  inftrud^ion  which  he  meant 
to  move  went  precifely  to  the  two  objeds  to  which  his  honourable 
&icnd  had  referred  in  the  communication  firom  his  Royal  Highnefs 
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—-the  nrgqlatioh  of  the  eKpendifurd  of  his  haaSdiMf  and  the  ^ 
propri.ition  of  part  of  the  income  for  the  difchai]ge  of  debt.     It  wrs 
centainly  fatisfaftory  to  the  Houfe  to  know  that  his  Roy^  Highn^t 
ivas  pcrf^ly  difpofed  to  concur  in  whatever  arrangements  d^  «h- 
.  dom  of  Parliament  might  adopt  with  refpedi  to  thcfc  two  objcr^. 
He  hoped/  that  by  this  communication  every  difficulty  woulJ  *dc 
confiderably  leffened,  though  it  might  not  perhaps  be  entirely  it- 
moved,  as  fome  Members,  however  difpofed  to  fupport  the  crer'iiT 
and  dignity  of  the  Prince  by  the  g^ant  of  a  proper  eftablifliiricnf, 
bad  exprelTed  their  opinion  that  no  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  chc 
debts  at  alL     The  queftion,  he  would  remark,  at  prefent,  was  T)cr 
what  part  of  the  income  (hould  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  oi 
debt  ?  nor  did  the  inftru^on  he  had  now  to  propofe  go  fo  much  2s 
to  narrow  the  amount  even  of  the  lai^g^  fom  that  had  been  kg- 
gefied  for  that  purpofe.     The  only  queftion  was,  whether  die  ai J 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  given  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  adopting 
legiflative  regulations  for  the  difcharge  of  debts,  which  it  vr2&  sd- 
mttted  on  all  hands  oug^t  never  to  have  been  contra£led  P  Wichat 
any  rctrofpcdl  to  the  pad,  over  which  he  wiftied  to  draw  a  vdU  k 
appealed  to  the  fair  and  candid  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  whether  tkr 
could  refufe  to  adopt  a  meafure  fo  neceffary  for  the  charadcr  and 
credit  of  his  Royal  Highncfe,  fo  ultimately  connrdtcd  with  his  ptr- 
fenal  comfort  and  the  fplendor  of  his  rank  ?  Could  they  rcfak  tn 
concur  with  his  Royal  HtgHnefs  in  appropriating  a  large  part  out  fi 
.  the  income  allotted  him,  in  order  to  relieve  him  from  the  embamfs- 
.  mcnt  of  debts  ?  The  bufinefs  appeared  to  him  to  reft  upon  fo  pla«^ 
.  a  propofition,  and  be  in  itfclf  fo  fclf-cvident,  that,  refcrviiig  all 
particular  details  for  future  difcuflion,  he  trufted  that  what  he  hxd 
now  to  propofe  would  meet  the  almoft  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Houfe.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  it  be  an  inftruclion  to  the  gentlemen  who  arc  appointed 
to'  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  enabling  His  Majefly  to  grant 
a  yearly  fum  or  fums  of  money,  out  of  the  confolidated  fund, 
towards  providing  for  the  eftablifliment  of  their  Royal  Highncflc^ 
the  Prince  and  Brincefs  of  Wales ;  that  they  do  make  provifion  in 
the  faid  bill  for  eliabliHiing  a  regular  and  pundual  order  of  payment 
/in  the  Prince's  future  expenditure,  and  for  guarding  againftW'i  in- 
curring debts  in  future  ;  and  alfo  for  appropriating  a  proportion  of 
the  Prince's  annual  income  towards  the  gradual  difchaige  of  the  in- 
cumbrances to  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  is  now  fubjefi." 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  ftated,  that  he  was  one  of  thofewhohid 
voted  for  the  inferior  fum.  With  whatever  concern  be  might  rife 
to  obftruft  any  proceeding  that  profcffcd,  as  its  objed^.tbe  «fc  ^ 

2 


i  1795*  DEBATES.  439 

omfbft  of  his  Royal  Highnefs^  he  confidcred  the  call  of  duty*  as 
)  iramcxint  to  all  other  confiderations.     It  was  the  duty  of  the  reprc- 
'c.:tativcs  of  the  Britifh  nation  to  fpeak,  when  the  occafen  war- 
■antcd,   with  a  proper  boldnefs,  to  perfons  even  in  the  moft  eKalted 
uiion.       Under  this  impreflion  he  muft  fay,  that  Parliament  could 
V.C,  conGftently  with  their  duty  to  their  conftituents,  or  with  that 
iviolablc  regard  which  they  owed  to  truth  and  fidelit}*,  after  the 
ulcmti  afTurances  they  had  received  on  a  former  occafion,  confcnta 
t^cond  time  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.     Thofc  af- 
raninces  he  could  not  now  tamely  confent  to  give  up  ;  he  confidcred 
*iicm  as  engagements  to  the  people  of  England,  which  he  ought 
fv  it  to  forfeit.     He  remarked,  that,  at  a  period  fuch  as  the  prefent, 
tlicrc  attached  particular  duties  to  a  Prince,  which  regard  to  the 
isclfare  of  the  people  indifpenfably  called  upon  him  to  fuliil.     "  At 
t  time,"  faid  Mr.  Dancombe,  *^  when  the  comforts  and  conve- 
nicncc<  of  life  are  wanting  to  the  middle  clafles  of  fociety,  when 
the  poor  arc  fcarcely  fupplied  even  with  common  neceffaries,  and 
^iicn  the  ptofpcA  of  a  dearth  becomes  every  day  more  alarming,  I 
cinnot  liften  to  the  idle  claims  of  fplendor  and  magnificence :  I 
tmft  that  at  fuch  a  time  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs  will  difpofe  him  rather  to  fympathize  with  the  diftrefs  of  the 
lower  orders,  and  to  facrifice  fomething  for  their  relief,  than  to  form 
iclfilh  and  extravagant  prctenfions.     Inhere  is  another  confideration 
which  dcferves  to  be  attended  to :  In  thefe  diftempered  times  let  us 
beware  ho\t',  by  an  unneceilkry  or  wanton  profusion  of  the  public 
money,  we  fumi(h  the  favourers  of  wild  and  dangerous  innovations, 
with  a  colour  and  plaufibility  for  their  arguments.     As  a  friend  to 
the  hered^taiy  monarchy,  as  an  adherent  to  the  family  on  the  llirone, 
I  feci  myfclf  called  upon  to  refift  the  motion.     Let  us  recoiled  that 
there  are  othtr  branches  of  the  Royal  family.     If,  after  the  afliir- 
ancc  wc  received,  we  again  confent  to  pay  the  debts  of  h\s  Royal 
Hif^mcfs,  we  fliall  eftabliih  a  precedent,  of  which  we  cannot  tell  to 
what  purpofe  it  may  be  applied,  or  to  what  extent  it  might  be  car- 
ried.    I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  debts  ought  not  to  be  paid, 
bat  I  look  to  other  refources-for  that  purpofe :  I  look  firft  to  the 
juftice  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  make  provifion  for  the  payment  of 
thofe  debts  that  (hall  be  proved  to  be  juft ;  many  of  the  prefent 
claims  I  apprehend  do  not  come  undd-  ^at  defcription  ;  I  look  to 
his  future  oeeonomy  in  the  regulation  of  his  houfehold ;  and,  lafUy^ 
1  look  to  the  affiftance  which  he  may  derive  from  the  well-known 
munificence  of  his  Royal  father.     As  the  idea  of  a  temporary  re- 
tirement has  been  fuggcfted,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  from  fuch 
a  ictirement  his  Royal  Highnefs  miglu  reap  great  advantage  in  fer- 
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tllixing  his  affairs,  and  be  again  enabled  to  emerge  nvith  &e(h  fplen- 
dor.  Retirement,  it  has  been  remarked,  is  the  nurfe  of  iefl«3i<Hi; 
by  its  influence  his  Royal  Hrghnefs  rhight  be  enabled  taoonfinn 
ihofe  refolutions  which  he  has  exprefled  in  his  communication  to  the 
Houle,  and  to  return  again  into  public  life  fortified  againft  future 
error,  and  qualified  for  the  important  duties  of  that  high  (btk» 
which  he  may  one  day  be  cal]ed  upon  to  fill." 

Mr.  CURWEN  exprcfled  his  fatisfadion  at  the  meflage  which 
had  been  received  from  his  Royal  Highncfs,  and  which  he  conceived 
would  produce  the  mod  favourable  imprcfTion  in  the  country.     He 
hoped  that  it  would  prove  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  an  earned  of 
his  future  attention  to  the  happincfs  of  the  country,  which  was  fo 
clTcntially  conne<Slcd  with  his  own  interefl.      He  remarked  the 
cruelty  that  would  be  attached  to  the  (ituation  bf  his  illufbious  con- 
fort,  if,  by  a  refufal  of  that  Houfe  to  make  any  provifion  for  th# 
debts,  (he  was  left  expofcd  to  the .  taunts  and  infuks  of  creditors. 
He  wifhed  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  might  be  put  in  a  fituation  to 
obtain  rcfpedl,  and  to  deferve  it ;  he  had  therefore  voted  for  the 
larger  income  with  a  view  to  the  application  of  a  confiderabk  pait 
of  it  to  the  difcharge  of  the  debts.     He  agreed  that  the  times,  as 
they  now  were,  were  unfavourable -to  the  laying  any  additional  bur- 
den upon  their  conftituents,  and  regretted  that  the  Houfe  had  as 
yet  received  no  communication  on  the  fubjcct  from  His  MajeftYf 
whom  both  from  his  paternal  relation  to  the  illudrious  perfonagc, 
whofe  fituation  was  the  objed  of  difciifTion,  and  from  the  ftill  higher 
chiiradtcr  in  which  he  flood  as  father  of  the  country,  he  had  expcded, 
would  have  come  forward  on  the  occafion.     He  had  hoped  that  he 
would  have  done  fomething,  and  fomething  confiderable,  in  the  way 
of  extricating  the  Prince  from  his  difficulties.     As  the  bufinefs  now 
flood,  even  if  the  larger  fum  fhould  be  applied,  it  would  require  a 
period  of  ten  years  before  the  whole  debt  could  be  liqiydatcd ;  dur- 
ing all  this  time  his  Royal  Highnefs  mufl  remain  under  a  dqgreeof 
conflow! nt  and  embarraflment. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  though  he  had  undoubtedly  a  claim  totbi 
moft  candid  interpretation  of  his  motives,  he  was  happy  that  in  the 
part  which  his  duty  fhould  compel  him  to  take  in  the  prcfcnt  dif- 
cuflion,  he  had  been  preceded  by  a  refpeclable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dun-  • 
combe)  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Every  perfon  muft  concur 
in  the  fatisfaiflion  which  had  been  expreflfed  at  the  mefTage  delivered 
by  the  authority  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  He  was  happy  to  receive 
it,  not  as  a  mcafure  taken  upon  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  but  as  the 
finccre  exprcfllon  of  his  feelings,  with  rcfpeS  to  the  Houfe:  he 
wifhed  indeed  that  die  whole  grace  of  the  traofadtion  had  belonged 
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liis  Royal  Highncfs ;  that  it  had  not  prcvioufly  been  fuggeftcd 
» >rrk  any  other  quarter ;  that  Miniftcrs  had  firft  come  to  the  Houfe 
►r   a   proper  eftablifliment;  and  whcii  it  had  been  granted,  that  the 
iciTage  had  followed  from  the  Prince,  requiring  the  appropriation 
t    part  of  his  income  for  the  difchargc  of  the  debt.     At  any  rate 
c  inuft  confidcr  Miniftcrs  as  refponfiblc  for  the  former  meffagc, 
.  Kich  contained  the  affurance  that  no  fecond  application  ftiould  be 
riacie.     They  ought  undoubtedly  to  have  taken  fome  means  to  en- 
tree that  affurance,  and  they  were  now  bound  to  explain  to  the 
I  loufe  why  fuch  means  had  not  been  taken.     He  wifhcd  it  to  be 
jncicrftood  whether  they  were  now  debating  upon  the  motion  as  an 
r^pplicadon  for  the  payment  of  the  debt.   However  Miniftcrs  might 
ttcempt  to  confound  the  queftion,  it  was  evident  thiat  the  additional 
liitn,  beyond  what  had  been  granted  to  former.  Princes,  was  to  be 
■  jrKJerltood  as  giveti  with  a  view  to  the  difchargc  of  that  debt.     He 
.-•i verted  to  what  Mr.  Duncombe  had  faid  of  the  particular  period, 
r.nd  aiked,  'whether  at  this  time  of  calamity  and  diftrcfs,  when  the 
ptrafant  was  fuffering  from  the  want  of  bread,   they  ought  to  vote 
away  the  money  of  their  conftituerits  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging 
debts  which  ought  never  to  have  beert  contradtcd  ?  After  what  had 
paffcd,  ho  reliance  could  be  had  that  thofc  provifions,  which  might 
be  made  with  refpeil  to  future  conduft,  would  be  of  any  avail.— 
The  only  way  which  the  Houfc  had  of  difcharging  their  duty,  was 
to  mctt  the  prcfcnt  application  with  a  diredi  rcfufal.     His  honour- 
able friend  had  ftated  that  by  this  refufal  her  Royal  Highnefs  would 
be  expofcd  to  taunts  and  infults.     He  hoped  that  even  with  the 
fmallcr  income  artd  proper  eeconomy,  there  would  be  found  fuffi- 
dent  means  to  make  provifion  for  the  difcharge  of  the  debts,  more 
cfpecially  as  in  fuch  a  fituation  the  Prince  would  be  able  to  come  to 
a  compofition  with  his  creditors  upon  much  better  terms  than  if  the 
idea  w^  to  be  held  out  that  the  bufincfs  was  to  be  taken  up  by  that 
Houfc.     We  know,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  that  there  arc  great  means  in 
fhe  poffcffion  of  an  illuftrious  pcrfonage,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
he  will  be  induced  to  come  forward  with  his  afliftance,  bodi  from 
regard  to  the  credit  of  his  family,  and  irt  order  to  maintain  the  re-, 
fpccl  due  to  Royalty,  which,  as  an  honourable  gendcman  well  ob- 
ferved,  **  can  ortly  bcft  be  prefervcd  by  rendering  it  as  little  as  pof- 
fible  opprefltvc  to  the  people."  Thcfcwcre  the  confiderations  which 
had  irreliftibly  compelled  him  to  the  difcharge  of  a  duty,  the  moft 
painful  he  had  ever  experienced  fincc  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in 
that  Ho^fe. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS   obferved,  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  brought  forward  the  difcuflion  in  the  way  which  was  Icaft 
VoL.XLI.  3  L 
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calculated  to  create  confufion.     He  "had  firft  ftated  the  qucftion  of 
the  income,  and  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  regu- 
lation of  the  expenditure,  and  the  provifion  for  the  debt.     The 
Houfe  had  already  decided  for  an  income  of  1 25,000!.     The  r,  - 
tion  then  was  not  an  application  for  a  fum  of  money  for  the  v->.- 
charge  of  the  debts  ;  the  only  queftion  was,  whether  tlic  whole  in- 
come (hould  be  left  to  the  unlimited  difpofal  of  the  Prince,  or  vtiu- 
ther  the   expenditure  fhould  be  put  under  regulations,  and  an  ap- 
propriation made  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  cxtinftion  of  the  tkVr. 
No  new  fnm  was  demanded ;  it  was  only  wifhed  to  afcertair.  in 
what  mp.nncr  that  which  had  been  already  given  (hould  be  rcgyla»t*j 
and  applied,  a  point  in  which  all,  however  they  might  original  r 
have  differed  as  to  the  proper  quantum  of  the  income,  m^h:  \^ 
cxpeded  to  coincide.     It  was  furely  impofllblc  for  the  Houfe  to  n- 
fufe  to  comply  with  the  requcft  of  die  Prince  of  Wales  to  apply  h'rs 
income  in  fuch  a  manner,   by  Legiflative  regulations,  as  woUlJ  br 
moft  conducive  to  the  dignity  of  his  ftation,  his  perfonal  comLn, 
and  the  fecurity  of  his  creditors.     If  they  declined  their  intcrfercrc:, 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  take  any  fteps  for  tlie  effeduj]  T- 
quidation  of  his  debts  ;  he  would  then  be  left  expofed  to  the  de- 
mands of  his  creditors,  without  any  other  fecurity .  to  oftr  thcfn 
than  his  life-imereft  in  an  annual  income.    Tothofe  who  had  votai 
the  larger  fum  hr  the  dFfcharge  of  the  debts,  he  could  only  fcy, 
that  the  prcfent  plan  ftjlly  completed  their  wifbes  ;  and  thofe  wiK> 
had  voted  the  fmallcr  fum,  under  the  expcftation  that  they  would 
be  again  called  upon  for  the  difchargc  of  his  debts,  would  certain'^ 
ftart  no  objcftion,  becaufe  their  intentions  were  alfo  fiilly  anfwercd. 
Mr.  Dundas  recurring  to  feveral  harfli  rcftridlions  which  had  bccji 
propofed,  and  to  feveral  harlh  words  which  had  been  ufed  on  tiic 
occafion,  faid,  that  it  jvas  below  the  dignity  of  the  Houie  to  ad 
with   too  great  parfimony ;  neither  was  it  very   gencious  in  the 
Houfe  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  Royal  ftranger,  whom  we  had 
invited  hither,  by  any  bitter  invcflives.      Infmuations  had  been 
made,  that  we  had  no  aflurances  fimilar  demands  would  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  be  again  brought  forward.     Bur  how 
could  fuch  affurances  be  made,  but  by  fortifying  them  with  a  fum 
adequate  to  the  prcfent  exigency  ?  He  was  furpriied  at  one  rcfuircc, 
which  had  been  pointed  out  by  fome  honourable  gentleroen-^in  the 
affedion  and  benevolence  of  Ws  Royal  father.     [A  cry  of  Hear! 
hear  !  j     That  cry,  he  was  confident,  could  proceed  only  from  a 
few  voices,  and  by  no  meafis  difcovered.  the  general  feelings  of  fhc 
Houfe  on  the  fubJe<St.     They  liad  repeatedly  had  occafion  to  ex- 
amine the  fituation  of  His  Majefty  witli  rcfpcdt  to  the  civil  lift,  pai- 
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rularly  on  occafion  of  granting  edablilhincnts  to  the  Duke  of  Gla- 
nce, and  the  Duke  of  York  on  his  marriage.  They  might  rc- 
>lIe<S,  that  on  the  arrangement  formerly  made  ^^-ith  refpcdt  to  the 
:fcfs  of  his  Royal  HIghnefs,  part  of  that  provifion  arofe  out -of  the 
xrality  ofHisMajcf^'.  The  civil  lift  was  intlced  large,  but  was 
hully  appropriated  to  particular  fer vices,  except  the  fum  allotted 
r  His  Majclty's  privy  purfe.  The  idea  of  fuch  a  rcfource  arofe 
It  of  miferable  feeling,  which  he  was  furprifcd  that  any  gentleman 
»uld  cnfcrtftin.  He  knew  not  (and  his  mcan3  of  iiiformation  were 
!^  good  as  thofe  of  any  other  Member)  of  the  exiflcnce  of  any  fuch 
im,  as  tliat  which  had  been  referred  to.  If  fomc  formerly  enter- 
:>.ed  thoughts  that  the  civil  lift  was  too  immenfc  for  the  cxpcndi- 
aic,  Parliament  had  made  regulations  to  obviate  every  difficulty  ; 
nd  the  ivholc  receipts  and  diiljurfcments  of  His  Majefty  were  then 
\gardcd  wMih  as  ftrift  an  eye  to  economy  as  they  intended  to  regu- 
atc  the  cftablifhmcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  But  allowing,  for 
3\c  fake  of  argument^  that  His  Majefty  enjoyed  a  furplus,  was  it 
not  a  miferable  argument  to  advance,  that  from  fuch  a  pittance  His 
MzjclH'  could  afford  a  fum  which  would  greatly  contribute  to  thp 
cafe  of  the  Prince  r  The  illuftrious  perfon,  whofc  affairs  were  now 
under  difeuffion,  had  not,  as  Prince  of  Wales,  the  firft  claims  on 
Ills  Majefty.  Are  there  no  other  branches  of  the  Royal  family  who 
iTc  tetter  entitled  to  the  pecuniary  affiftance  of  His  Majefty  r— • 
There  are  many  whofc  claims  on  His  Majefty  deferve  a  prior  con- 
tdeiation.  His  Majefty  is  bleffed  with  a  numerous  offspring,  whfch 
no  man  can  contemplate  without  fatisfoftion  and  delight,  that  ar^ 
cntldcd  to  every  indulgence  which  his  private  fortune  can  afford. 
£'jt  as  to  the  illuftrious  perfon  fo  often  mentioned,  he,  as  the  child 
of  the  nation,  was  entitled  to  the  affiftance  and  prote^Slion  of  that 
Mtion.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  His  Majefty 's  income,  they 
recurred  with  fomc  degree  of  triumph  to  the  revenues  which  he  de- 
rived from  Hanover.  But  has  His  Majefty  no  public  duties  to  dif- 
chargc  as  EleSor  of  Hanover  ?  Has  he  no  ncccflary  fplcndor  and 
cfbblifliment  to  fupport  in  Hanover  r  Was  he  to  rob  his  Hanove- 
rian fubjedis  in  order  to  pay  debts  contra£ied  in  tlus  country  t^  the 
Heir  Apparent  to  the  Britifh  Crown  ?  The  appeal  which  h^d  been 
nude  on  this  fubjedl,  he  could  confider  as  neither  fair  i^or  candid, 
*nd,  as  fuch,  he  Ihould  difmifs  it  without  farther  obfervation. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  thought  it  highly  fit  that  Parliament  fhould 
^<'g3rd  itfelf  asa  tutor  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince,  becaufc, 
(peaking  politically,  he  conceived  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  be  the  fon^ 
of  the  People,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  proper  that  his  affairs 
ftould  be  under  die  fupcrintcndancc  of  Parliament,     He  bad  no 
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doubt  tliat  It  was  his  Royal  Highnefs's  difpontion  to  do  juflice :  bu 
it  was  poiTiblcy  if  the  whdc  income  were  to  be  under  his  own  con- 
trol, for  him  to  have  bad  advifers,  and  he  might  poitpone  the  li- 
quidation of  his  debts,  and  contract  new  ones  ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count alfo  it  was  proper  that  Parliament  (hoiild  interfere  in  the  ma- 
nagement  of  his  affairs.  Under  all  the  coniideration  he  was  aUs 
to  give  to  this  important  fubjcdt,  he  thoughthimfclf  bound  to  fup- 
port  this  motion. 

Mr.  POWYS   thought  there  could  be  but  one  feeling  in  tb 
Houfe,  on  the  fubftance  of  the  communication  from  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  ;  it  had  certainly  put  the  matter  in  a  more  agreeable  light  tton 
any  in  which  he  had  before  been  able  to  view  it ;  and  he  now  con- 
fidered  the  intended  limitations  as  no  longer  exa<3ed  by  the  ng^ii: 
of  Parliament,  but  as  an  a<^  of  the  Houfe,  going  hand  in  hind 
with. the  Prince  of  Wales.     That  this  communication  would  con- 
ciliate the  afFeflion  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  Public,  he  had  no 
doubt ;  but  that  circumftancc  neither  would  nor  ought  to  aJfcr  th: 
principle  upon  which  gentlemen    agreed  to  give  aid  to  his  Rc\^ 
Highnefs.     His  obje6\s  in    this  bufmefs  were  two,    and  di'/ir.ct 
points— one  the  cftabli(hmcnt,  the  other  the  provifion  for  the  del: 
In  his  vote  upon  the  firft,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  concur  in  irakir: 
a  provifion   liberal  and  ample,  but  that,  in  the  application  of  it; 
there  fhould  be  no  relaxation  whatever  from  the  rules  of  ttriA  co>- 
nomy.»    With  regard  to  the  fecond  point,  namely,  making  prmi- 
'  vifion  for  the  debt,  he  would  a(k,  did  the  Houfe,  or  did  thcv  nc»t, 
by  adopting  this  motion,  now  impofe  additional   burdens  on  th: 
Public  r   It  had  been  ftated,  that  this  was  to  impofe  upon  the  Pub- 
lic the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.     He  conf:- 
dered  it  as  no  fuch  thing..    This  inftruftion  was  only  to  enable  tl  e 
Houfe  hereafter  to  proceed  upon  a  certain  plan.     He  then  dcfircd 
the  Houfe  to  view  that  plan,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  prirKipic 
on  which  they  had  pmcccded  already,  and  if  they  found  it  diffaent 
from  that  principle,  then  to  rcjcdt  it,  but  n«t  otherwifc  ;  for  His 
Majcfty's   meffage    afked  for  a  legiflative  provifion  to  enable  the  j 
Prince  of  Wales  to  get  rid  of  his  embarraffments,  arid  the  Hbufc 
had  proceeded  on  that  fubjeS  already.     He  did  not  doubt  but  thsr 
the  difpofition  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  would  lead  him  to  difchaigc 
his  debts,  but  that  was  out  of  his  power,  and  therefore  a  l<5iflaiive 
provifion  became  neceflarj'.      It   was  our    intercft  to  fupport  the 
fplendor  of  His  Royal  Highnefs. ,    That  he  (hould  be  fupported  v^hh 
dignity  was  not  the  right  only  of  the  Prince,  it  was  alfo  the  right  of 
the  nation  ;  we  were  therefore  intcrefted  in  fupporting  the  dignitr 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  but  we  had  ftill  a  more  cffcndal  intercl^  ia 
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tlie  chura^cr  and  condu6l  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  conl;- 
clcT-a.tion  made  him  think  it  necefiary  that  fuch  a  meafure  as  this 
iHould  be  adopted,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  under  the  regulations 
^*1  ^ioh  Parliament  fhould  make,  the  People  would  chearfuUy  fup- 
thc  cftablifliment  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  for  the  loyalty  of  the 
e  of  this  country  was  not  that  of  mere  fcrvility  and  fubmlflion, 
l>ut  was  founded  on  afFeflion  and  regard  ;  and  he  hoped  that  wc 
were  now  to  look  forward  on  the  happy  hour,  when  all  the  branches 
of  the  Royal  Family  would  be  completely  united  and  happy.— ^ 
1-Iaving  fald  this,  he  muft  next  obferve,  that  he  hoped  there  would 
be  a  fevcre  fcrutiny  and  invcftigation  into  the  amount  and  the  nature 
of*  the  claims,  fo  that  neither  his  Royal  Highnefs  nor  the  Nation 
ihould  be  impofed  upon  by  extravagant  or  ill-founded  demands^ 
I  Ic  approved  entirely  of  the  motion  now  before  theHoufe, 

Mr.  FOX  declared  it  to  be  his  vvilh  to  feparate  the  different 
parts  of  this  fubject,  and  to  keep  them  as  diftinft  from  each  other  as 
poflliblc.  The  Houfc  was  now  in  rather  an  advanced  ftage  of  this 
proceeding ;  and  here  he  could  not  help  congratulating  the  Houfc 
and  the  Public,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  by  his  cpmmunication  to 
the  Houfe,  had  a£led  in  a  manner  that  did  him  honour ;  and  he 
truftcd  he  would  finifti  a  plan  which  he  had  fo  worthily  begun. 
With  regard  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  confeffed  he 
did  not  know  upon  what  principle  oppofition  was  made  to  it.  He 
did  not  underdand  the  motion  to  be  that  of  calling  on  the  public  to 
pay  tlie  debt  in  any  degree.  It  was  only  fimply  the  fetting  apart 
fome  of  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharg- 
ing  his  debt.  He  wiflicd,  however,  the  Houfe,  and  the  Public, 
not  lo  be  deceived  upon  this  bulincfs,  for  although  there  was  not  a 
(hilling  to  be  voted  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  Public,  yet  if  was  clear  that  a  requeft  would  come  to  call  on  the 
Public  for  fccurity  againft  the  contingent  event  of  the  demife  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.  1  hat  was  a  thing  not  to  be  diffcmbled.  But 
with  regard  to  what  was  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  fliould  vote  for 
it,  even  if  he  had  thought  that  the  fmaller  fum  propofcd  as  the  in- 
come of  the  Prince,  had  been  better,,  under  all  the  circumftances, 
than  the  larger,  becaufe  it  was  nothing  more  than  to  enable  his  Royal 
Highnefs  to  fet  apart  fome  of  his  income  to  the  difcharge  of  his  in- 
cumbrances. It  might  be  faid,  that  the  Prince  could  do  this  him- 
felf— he  certainly  could  not  effeflually,  nor  could  he  without  the  aid 
of  Parliament  at  all  adopt  a  plan  that  would  fatify  his  creditors.  In 
this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  therefore,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  muft  have 
voted  for  this  motion,  even  without  any  idea  of  inquiring  whether 
^y  contingent  burdens  would  be  laid  on  the  Public,  becaufe  that 
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qucfHoh  was  not  to  be  governed  by  the  prefent  dccifion  ;  when  that 

qucftion  came  it  would  be  time  enough  to  difcufs  it.     And  here,  he 

faid,  he  ^ight  finifli  his  obfervations  on  the  part  of  jthe  fubjed  now 

before  them  ;  but  it  had  been  often  thought,  if  not  ftridly  regular, 

rather  convenient,  fometimes  to  make  fome  general  obfervations  on 

the  topics  which  might  be  cxpcdlcd  to  be  brought  forward  hereafter 

upon  the  matter.     He  had  not  feen  any  reafon  for  altering  the  opi- 

|iion  which  he  gave  upon  this  fubjc6V  on  a  former  occafion.      The 

circumftance  of  his  Royal  Highnefe's  happy  marriage,    "which  we 

all  knew  took  place  by  the  approbation  of  Parliament  lor^  after  it 

was  well  known  tliat  his  Royal  Highncfs  was  deeply  involved  in 

debt,  certainly  made  part  of  the  deliberation  of  the  Houfc.     Hf 

OM-ncd  jthcre  was  a  point  on  which  he  could  not  help  touching,  as  b.- 

ing  extremely  applicable  to  this  cafe.     He  thought  he  might  kx>k 

for  fomc  rcfources  upon  this  occafion  from  His  Majcftj'.      It  might 

be  faid,  he  ought  not  to  give  any  thing  very  confidcrable  ;  this  W2$ 

a  point  into  which  he  could  not  enter  until  His  Majefty  had  notified 

his  royal  difpofition  Jo  give  fomething.     He  moft  egrcgioufly  inif- 

took  the  fentiments  of  the  public,   if  fomething  of  this    nanire 

would  not  be  very  well  received  by  them.     He  did  not  fay  that 

the  whole  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (hould  be  paid  by  His  Ma. 

jefty ;   but  he  would  fay,  becaufe  he  felt,  that  it  appeared  a  little 

uhfcemingly,  that  at  a  time  of  fuch  general  calamity.  His  Majcfiy 

Ihould  be  the  only  perfon  in  the  kin^dpm  who  did  not  contribute  a 

fingle  farthing  towards  the  difchargc  of  the  incumbrances  of  the 

Prince  of  Wales.     This,    he  could  not  help  repeating,  was  un- 

feemly.     He  hoped  His  Majefty  would  be  better  advifed  upon  this 

fubjeft.     A  glorious  opportunity  offered  itfelf  for  the  difplay  of  royal 

munificence,  and  liberal  conduct  upon  fuch  an  occafion  as  this  would 

do  more  even  for  the  Conftitution  than  the  moft  vigorous  exertion 

of  the  arm  of  power.      It  was  with  this  view  that  he  had  contended, 

and  fom'  he  was  that  he  had  contended  unfuccefsfuUy,  againft  the 

additional  one  hunvircd  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  the  income  of 

His  Majcft)'  himfclf  during  die  continuance  of  the  American  war, 

becaufe,  when  all  the  fubjefls  of  Majefty  felt  fo  much  during  rfiat 

war,  he  thought  that  His  Majefty  would  do  well  to  ftiew  them  a 

leffon  of  frugality  and  economy.      If  this  principle  was  correfl,  and 

the  application  of  it  juft  at  that  time,    how  much  more  fo  was  it 

now,  when  the  queftion  is — **  What  burdens  are  to  be  laid  upon 

the  Public  to  relieve  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  debt  r"     He  would 

fay  again,  it  was  unfortunate  that  fome  perfon  had  not  advifed  His 

Majet^'  to  lead  the  way  up(jn  this  occafion,  and  to  fliew  the  Public 

*n  example  of  liberality  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  convince  them 
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that  he  felt  himfclf  the  neccffitj*  there  was  of  indulging  a  generous 
temper.    •  When  this  fubjcdl  (hoald  come  to  be  difcuffcd,  happy 
fhould  he  be  if  the  Houfe,  liy.  a  gracious  communication,  fliould  be 
given  to  underiland  t])at  the  illuflrious  perfonage  to  whom  he  alluded, 
iritcnded  to   take  fome   (hare   of  .the  contingent   burden   which 
might  be  fdt  from  this  fituation  of  his  Royal  Highncfs.     He  trufted 
alfo  tliat  the  whole  of  the  additional  income  of  his  Royal  Highncf^ 
together  with  tlie  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  would  be  appropriated  folcly  , 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts.     It  would  take  tqn  years  even  then 
to  difcharge  them.     But  he  dill  adhered  to  liis  original  idea  of 
making  a  very  different  difpofition  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  from 
wliat  had  been  propofed  by  the  Minifter.     According  to  his  idea  of 
the  thing,  the  Public  would  have  a  confiderable  advantage  by  the 
frile  of  the  Dutchy  of  Comwally  in  a  pecuniary  fenfe,-  as  alfo  from 
the  diminution  of  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  already  mucli  too 
cxtenfive  ;  and  it  would  alfo  place  many  gentlemen,  now  interefted 
there,  in  a  fituation  much  lefs  dependant  than  they  are  at  prcfent. 
It  would  alfo  relieve  his  Royal  Highncfs  himfclf  from  dcpendancc 
on  the  Crown,  and  on  the  Minifter  of  the  day,  a  thing  in  itfclf  ex- 
tremely dcfirable  as  well  for  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Throne  as  for 
the  intercfts  of  the  Public,  for  a  Prince  ought  to  be  an  opulent  and 
independent  nobleman,  before  he  become  a  wife,   virtuous  and  il- 
lufhious  monarch  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  elevation  of  his  rank* 
muft  a  ftate  of  deixrndance  be  painful  to  his  feelings,  and  dangerous 
to  the  Public.     He  concluded  with  giving  his  afl'ent  to  the  prefcrit 
modon.  / 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  took  notice  of  the  two  parts  of  the  prcfent 
propofition  before  the  Houfe;  one  being  a  provifion  againft  the  con- 
trading  of  debts  in  future,  the  other  for  the  payment  of  thofe  al- 
ready contracted.  The  fum  had  been  already  voted,  and  therefore 
no  gentleman,  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe, 
would  add  to  the  burden  of  his  conftituents  a  finglc  Ihilling. 
There  muft  be  fome  degree  of  contingent  rilk  to  the. public,  but 
as  it  was  only  in  the  event  of  the  demife,  both  of  His  Majefty  and 
of  hb  Royal  Highncfs,  before  the  period  of  tlic  final  aJjuftment 
of  the  debt,  the  contingent  ri(k  was  reduced  to  a  degree  of  minute- 
ncfs  that  was  hardly  worth  confideration.  With  refpedt  to  tl\c 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  did  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  Parliament 
had  not  the  power  to  order  it  to  be  fold  ;  they  certainly  had  tliat 
power ;  for  they  had  the  power  of  making  what  regulations  they 
thought  fit  with  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Royal  family ; 
but  he  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall 
was  not  the  abfolute  property  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  if  the 
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Prince  of  Wales  were  to  die  to-day,  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  woqU 
vcft  in  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  to-morrow,  and  the 
Houfc  would  have  as  good  a  right  to  order  the  cftate  of  any  indi- 
viduil  to  be  fold  as  this  eftate.  There  had  alfo  been  a  good  deal 
of  mifapprehenfion  as  to  the  value  of  this  eftate  ;  two-thirds  of  it 
were  not  rent  out  of  land,  but  a  duty  on  tin  in  the  county  of  Com- 
wall,  and  the  other  partconfifted  of  a  dry  uninriprovable  rent,  a^l 
therefore,  thofe  who  talked  about  what  the  Datchjr.  of  Comwail 
would  produce,  talked  without  much  knowledge  of  the  matter. 
Every  account  he  had  heard  or  feen  iipon  this  fubjcft  vras  very 
much  exaggerated,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  ncceflary  to  explain 
this.  With  refpeft  to  His  Majefty  contributing  towards  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  debts>  he  wiftied  to  fay  liottiing ;  gpntlcmcn  fpokr 
Upon  that  fubjeft  as  if  they  had  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  of  it ;  all 
he  could  fay  was,  that  he  did  not  know  that  His  Majtfty  had  th<r 
means — in  (hort  lie  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  He,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  wiflied  to  coiifider  what  was  fit  for  Parliament 
to  do,  and  not  to  call  upon  His  Majefty  to  iexercife  his  bounty.  He 
wasfure  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  his  coridcfcfcrifion  would  endear 
himfelf  to  the  afFcftlon  of  the  Public.    . 

Mr.  BASTARD  thought  that  the  mode  of  proccedir^  in  tlil» 
bufinefs  was  very  objedlipnable.  The  firft  application  ought  to  be 
for  an  eftabliflimcnt,  intended  merely  to  fuppoit  the  fplendou; 
of  the  Prince ;  he  then  might  afk  the  afTiftance  of  the  Houfe  in  li- 
quidating his  debts.  The  qucftion  ought  to  be,  will  you,  or  will 
you  not,  pay  the  debts  ?  In  the  confufcd  manner  of  the  bufinctV, 
gentlemen  might  vote  with  very  difFcrcnt  views :  fomc  might  vctr 
for  the  larger  fum,  under  the  idea  of  a  part  going  to  the  debts ; 
fomc  for  the  fmaller,  thinking  that  the  debts  would  be  a  fcpi- 
,rate  confidcration. 

.  Mr.  WHITBREAD  thought  the  people  (whatever  was  faiJ  to 
the  contrary)  were  to  pay  the  debts;    and  he  was  aware  tliat  t!.: 
Houfe  were  voting  away  the  money  of  the  nation.     After  giving 
inftrudlions  to  the  Committee  for  the  application,    he  faid,    the 
Houfc  were  pledged  for  the  contingent  fecurity.     He  condcmntJ 
the  indiftindnefs  and  confufion  of  the  mode  of  proceeding;  and 
wifhed  that  nodiing  of  the  debts  had  been  introduced  with  the  dif- 
cuftion  on  the  eftabliflimcnt.     He  thought  that  there  was  a  vcit 
juft  claim  on  His  Majefty  to  come  forward,  fincc  he  had  not  ac- 
counted for  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  during  the  minority  of  t^f 
Prince.     It  was  alfo  urged,  tfiat  His  Majefty,  as  Elc<ftor  of  Hano- 
ver, ought  not  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales:    But,  he 
aiked,  was  not  Hanover  intercfted  In  the  affairs  of  His  Rofal  Hlj^.- 
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tfs,  (ince  he  fuccecded  to  that  deflorate?  His  Majcfty  (hould 
c  that  his  intcrefts  and  feelings  ought  to  be  in  common  with  the 
coplc ;  and  hence  he  ought  to  co-operate  in  the  prefcnt  inftancCj 
nd  alleviate  the  diftreflcs  of  the  nation  as  much  as  poflible. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  fpokc  to  fome  length,  and  con- 
!udcd  in  favour  of  the  motion.' 

Mr.  LAMBTON  obferved,  that  the  bufinpfs  was  moW  of  a 
ntional  than  pcrfonal  nature.  He  afked  upon  what  grounds  were 
uch  large  fuppHes  and  fubfidics  voted  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  but 
rorn  a  motive  of  national  advantage.  Upon  the  fame  grounds, 
;'ntlcmcn  (hould  not  hefitatc  to  vote  for  the  extinflion  of  His  Royal 
Kighncfs's  debts.  He  afked,  how  was  it  confident  to  vote  Her 
lljyal  Highnefsa  dower  of  50,0001.  a  year,  and  with  the  fame 
breath  make  her  fufFer  from  the  imprudence  of  the  Prince  previous 
to  his  marriage.  It  was  ftated,  that  the  Prince  would  one  day  or 
ether  be  extricated,  but  this  reminded  him  of  the  old  adage  "  The 
hoifc  ftarvcs  while  the  grafs  grows."  The  motion  (imply  was,  to 
give  in(lru6lions  to  the  Committee  towards  a  plan  for  liquidating  the 
debts,  and  hence  he  faw  no  reafon  to  oppofe  it. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion ; 
bat  added,  that,  if  the  Houfe  refifted  it,  and  came  to  decide  upon 
the  queftbn — Whether  the  larger  or  the  fmaller  fum  was  to  be  grant- 
ci,  he  would  certainly  vote  for  the  fmaller. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  that,  as  the  Houfe  had  once  already 
paid  the  debts  of  his  Royal  HIghnefs,  and  that  under  the  pledge 
t!iat  no  fuch  cmbarraffment  fhould  again  happen,^  they  could  not, 
confiftently,  vote  away  the  public  money  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  Now, 
another  thing  that  he  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  was,  tliat 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  bench  below  him  had,  on 
fonner  night,  faid,  that,  if  the  debts  were  to  be  paid,  fome  pre- 
ventive meafurc  (hould  be  adopted  againft  the  poflibility  of  any  fuch 
debts  being  incurred  in  time  to  come  i  this  he  thought  abfolutcly 
ncccflary,  and  that  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  the  Royal  family. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  certainly  wiftied  fome  fchcmc  to  be 
adopted,  to  prevent  iimilar  embarraflments  in  future ;  and  that  it 
Ihould  apply  to  all  Princes  of  Wales:  but  that  was  not  immediate!/ 
conneftcd  with  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  faid,  he  muft  move  an  amendment  to  the 
inftrudion,  by  inferting,  after  the  word  his,  in  that  part  of  the 
mcflage  which  provides  **  againft  his  incurring  any  debts,"  the 
Words  "  or  any  other  branch  of  the  Royal  famlily." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,   he  muft  oppofe  the  amendment ; 
t)ccaafe'it  was  the  wifh  of  every  perfon  in  the  Houfe  that  the  mo* 
Vol.  XLI.  3  M 
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tion  (houlj  be  as  much  fimplified  as  poflible,  which  would  not  be 
the  cafe  if  rhat  amendment  took  place.  He  confeffcd,  that  he  ha.i 
no  objcflion  to  what  had  been  fuggcftcd  by  the  right  Iionourablc  gen- 
tleman over  againft  him — that  all  Princes  of  Wales  in  future  ough: 
to  be  prevented  from  getting  into  fimilar  (ituations:  the  oclhcr 
branches  of  the  Royal  family  were  by  no  mean^  in  fimilar  (ituatkms.; 
and  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  upon  reconiiJc- 
yation,  agree  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE,  with  leave  of  the  Houfc,  withdrew  hh. 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fpoke  againll-  the  motion,  becaufc  the  Houfe, 
and  the  Public,  hacf  a  right  to  know  tlie  amount  and  the  nature  of 
the  debts  before  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  them.  He  was  the 
more  convii^ed  that  there  was  a  neceflity  for  fomc  inquiry  of  ti:i5 
fort,  becaufe,  without  going  into  the  bufinefs  of  probable  extortion, 
by  blood-fuckers,  leeches,  and  other  fuch  terms  which  had  been 
ufed,  it  was  clear,  that  tlie  more  thojfe  debts  could  be  reduced  with 
jultice,  the  more  ealily  they  would  be  paid  off. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  diat  as  this  queftion  was  likely  tq  go  to  a 
divifion,  and  as  the  attention  of  the  Public  was  attraded,  not  only 
to  the  general  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  in  this  bufinefs,  but  to  the 
particular  conduct  of  individuals,   he  was  very  defiious  that  the 
principles  on  which  he  had  already  voted»  and  thofe  on  which  !«£ 
meant  to  vote  to-night,  (hould  be  exa£)]y  underftood.     That  an 
explanation  was  the  more  necelTary,  becaufe,  by  die  form  of  pro- 
ceeding which  had  been  obferved,  the  vote  given  did  not  eiqprds 
or  convey  the  real  meaning  and  full  intention  of  the  perfon  idio 
gave  it.     On  the  face  of  the  vote  itfelf  it  did  not  appear  whether, 
for  example,  a  perfon  who  voted  for  the  higher  eftabliOiment,  meant 
that  every  part  of  it  (hould  or  fhould  not  be  applied  to  the  difdiaige 
of  debt,  or  whether  he  who  voted  for  the  lower  fum,  did  or  did 
not  mean  to  exclude  himfelf  from  all  the  confideration  of  the  debts 
and  incumbrances.     That,  as  it  did  not  depend  on  him  to  alter  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  was  forced  to  vote  fimply,  yes  or  no,  to 
the  motions  as  they  came  before  him.     Mr.  Francis  here  reminded 
the  Houfc,  that  when  the  queition  was  put  to  him  on  a  forma  oc- 
cafion,  what  eilabli(hment  he  would  vote  for,  upon  a  general  view  of 
the  provifion,  fit  for  the  heir  apparent,  combined  with  the  fituation 
of  the  country,  aiul  abfiradledly  from  any  cibnfideradon  whatibever 
of  his  Ropl  Highnefs  s  debts  and  incumbrances  ;  for  that  was  prc- 
cifely  the  fiats  in  which  the  quefiiori  came  before  him  ;  the  anfvi^cr 
he  gave  it  by  his  vote  was,  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was 
fufiicient.     But  he  did  not  mean  bj  that  vote  to  preclude  all  confi- 
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ntbn  whatever  of  the  debts.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  cafe  of  nc- 
:Tin',  which  fooner  or  later  would  force  itfclf  on  the  attention  of 
^rliAmenr,  and  with  greater  difadvantage  the  longer  it. was  put  off. 
lic  Houfc  had  determined  in  favour  of  the  higher  eftablifhment, 
vJ  he  muft  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Houfe  would  adhere  to  that 
.Uutton.  The  queftion,  therefore,  now  before  him,  was  whether 
.  would  or  would  not  concur  with  a  propofition  made  by  his  Royal 
lighncfs  himfelf,  to  apply  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  fum  they 
id  already  voted,  and  which,  whether  fo  applied  or  not,  would 
c  equally  a  burden  on  the  people,  to  the  difchargc  of  his  debts,  or 
whether  that  whole  income  (hould  be  left  without  any  obligation  upon 
:,  and  finally,  perhaps,  to  be  (pent  without  having  contributed  ma- 
rially  to  that  very  fervicc,  on  account  of  which,  in  the  minds  of 
tr^any  gentlemen,  the  higher  eftabliftiment  had  been  confented  to. 
This  being  ftriflly  the  ftate  of  the  queftion  now  to  be  determined, 
Ijc  (ild  not  fee  how  he  could  confcicntioufly,  or  with  juftice  to  the 
Public,  refufe  his  aflent  to  the  propofition  as  it  flood. 

Sir  JOHN  CALL  argued  for  an  immediate  difcharge  of  the  debt. 
The  teft  and  leaft  burdenfome  way  of  providing  for  it,  he  took  to 
be  the  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  which  from  calculations  he 
had  made,  he  conceived  would  in  every  refpeS  be  advantageous  to 
tile  Public,  and  relieve  the  Princfe  from  his  embarraffments. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  thought  that  fomc  inquiry  ought  to  be 
niaJc,  as  to  the  nr\anner  in  -which  the  debts  had  been  contiadled, 
ba^aufc  it  may  be  produflive  of  fomc  advantage.  He  had  voted 
^»r  the  fmaller  fum  on  a  former  night,  and  though  he  had  every  wifti 
to  allow  a  proper  and  fplcndid  eftabliflimcnt  to  the  Prince,  he  muft 
conilder  the  neceflity  there  was  for  economy  at  prefcnt. 

Mr.  BURDON  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  any  additional 
burden  being  laid  upon  the  country,  and  would  throughout  oppofe 
^Jic  fcheme  of  paying  thofe  debts. 

Mf.  STURT  faid  he  recoUedJed  to  have  been  in  the  Houfe  dur- 
ing the  laft  Parliament,  when  in  1787  His  Majefty's  Minifter  had 
brought  down  a  mcffage  from  the  King,  recommending  the  payment 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  debts,  but  upon  the  exprefs  condition  that 
"0  future  application  of  the  fame  nature  would  be  made  ;  and  the 
Minifter  had  gone  the  length  of  affuring  die  Houfe,  that  he,  indi- 
vidually, would  refufe  to  bring  down  any  mcffage  of  the  kind  again ; 
he  was  therefore  furprifed  at  the  prefent  proceeding,  and  muft  infift 
that  no  Member  who  was  in  the  Houfe  at  that  time,  could  confift- 
cntly,  or  with  any  propriety,  agree  to  pay  the  Prince's  debts  a  fccond 
time ;  and  if  they  did,  he  faw  no  fecurity  but  that  they  might  be 
Citllcd  upon  again, 
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Sir  W.  DOLBEN  agreed  to  vote  for  the  inftru^onnioved,  be- 
Caufc  formerly  the  Houfe  had  only  the  afTurance  of  the  Minite 
upon  the  fubjcvf^,  but  the  meffage  of  that  day  dcprefied,  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  himfclf  was  dcfirous  to  avoid  future  embanaflmcr.:, 
and  upon  this  affurance  he  had  great  reliance.  With  regard  to  Han- 
pver,  he  doubted  whether  His  Majefty  received  from  that  Eledonte 
any  thing  after  defraying  its  expenditure ;  and  as  to  the  Dutdiyof 
Cornwall,  if  the  Prince  of  Wales  fiom  the  time  he  was  bom  be- 
came  entitled  to  the  revenues  of  it,  and  they  had  not  been  accoontci 
for^  it  might  be  matter  of  inquiry  ;  but  he  faw  no  reafen  that  the 
country  had  tp  look  to  His  Majcfty  for  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
thofe  debts. 

Mr.  BAN  ICES  faid,  he  conceived  the  voting  of  any  fom  fcr 
the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Prince,  as  totally  diAin£i  from  voting  mem 
to  pay  his  debts,  which  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  do,  after  the  meffage  that  had  been  recorded  on  their  jour- 
nals in  1787.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  refpttfting  the 
marriage,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  Houfe  was  at  all  implicated, 
or  in  any  degree  a  party  to  it ;  the  debts  were  notorious  before  that 
event  took;  place,  and  it  might  have  been  concluded  vritbout  thtir 
Jcnowing  any  thing  of  the  matter.  The  payment  of  debts  muft 
always  be  unplcafant  to  that  Houfe.  He  did  not  approve'of  roc2- 
fures  that  went  only  to  check  fuch  things,  and  thought  that  the  only 
tvay  to  prevent  them  in  future  was,  by  not  paying  the  debts  new 
incurred. 

Mr.  SUxMNER  op^pofcd  particularly  that  part  of  the  modon 
^hich  appropriated  any  part  of  the  income  to  the  Prince  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts  ;  the  two  queftions  were  not  fairly  before  the 
Houfe,  and  ought  not  to  be  blended  ;  he  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  leave  out  the  latter  part  of  the  inftmdHon. 

Mr.  GREY  feconded  the  amendment,  bccaufe  he  thought  it 
tended  to  fimplify  the  motion  ;  he  thought  thofe,  who  like  himfclf, 
were  willing  to  give  the  Prince  a  proper  and  fuitable  allowancCi  but 
at  the  fame  time  were  of  opinion  that  the  houfe  had  nothing  to  do 
with  his  debts,  had  not  been  feirly  dealt  with.  Upon  a  fonncr 
occafion  many  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  bccaufe  they  thoogHt 
it  ncccffary  to  tlic  fplcridor  of  his  c(labli(hment,  who  would  not 
have  voted  for  it  if  they  had  thought  any  part  of  it  was  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  However,  the  Houfe  vas 
(lot  pledged  by  any  thing  that  had  been  done,  and  might  alta  it  i^ 
they  fhould  think  proper  ;  it  was  not  one  of  thofe  cafes  where  mo- 
ney had  been  advanced  in  confequencc  of  a  refolutipn  of  the  Houfci 
which  ought  alv\  ays  to  be  confirmed.     He  declare^  himfclf  W  b^ 
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entirely  againft  the  payment  of  the  debts  in  any  way^  as  a  queAioo 
that  ought  not  to  be  entertained  in  the  Houfe.  He  confidered  it  as 
a  queftion  of  raidng  money  from  the  fubjec^s,  and  entirely  different 
from  TXiaking  a  provifion  for  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  was  againft 
pledging  the  Houfe  or  the  Public  in  any  way  whatever,  that  might 
e^icntually  or  contingently  lead  to  fixing  a  burden  upon  them  to  pay 
thofe  debts,  with  which  he  thought  they  had  nothing  to  do,  and  the 
aunendnient  moved  was  the  beft  way  for  the  Houfe  to  avoid  giving 
any  fuch  pledge. 

Nlr.  Chancellor  PITT  defended  himfelf  from  any  intention  of 
^JTiftiing  to  treat  the  honourable  gentleman  or  the  Houfe  unfairly ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
Mrorded  the  inftrudion,  hy  giving  room  for  the  propofed  amendment, 
^nras  the  faireft  public  way  of  difcuiTmg  the  fubjedi.     He  agreed, 
that  undoubtedly  during  the  progrefs  of  any  meafure  in  that  Houfe, 
they  might  alter  any  former  refolution  come  to  upon  it ;  but  until 
that  was  done,  the  lad  refolution  was  always  confidered  to  be  the 
Icnfe  of  the  Houfe.     He  had  ftated  before,  that  on  the  event  of  his 
Royal  Highncfs  s  death,  fomc  other  fund  was  to  be  made  charge- 
able f<»r  the  remainder  of  the  debts.     He  would  vote  againft  the 
amendment  propofed. 

Mr.  FOX  contended,  that  by  the  inftruflion  propofed,  they 
were  not  voting  money  for  the  Prince  s  debts,  nor  pledging  the  Houfe 
to  pay  them.  That  was  to  be  a  future  conlideration,  and  one  upon 
which  he  thought  an  arrangement  might  eafily  be  made  when  he 
knew  the  refources  which  the  Prince  poflTefTed,  and  the  afTiftance 
which  he  might  derive  from  the  munificence  of  his  father.  The 
Houfe,  by  agreeing  to  the  inftruSion  moved,  w-ere  not  pledged  for 
one  farthing  of  the  debts ;  and  as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  the  fub- 
jc&  forward,  every  one  muft  allow,  that  where  fo  many  queftions 
were  involved,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  determining  which  fhould 
be  firfl  difcuifed.  He  lamented  the  neccffity  for  fetting  apart  any 
precife  quantum  of  the  Prince's  income  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  ; 
becaufe  that  ought  to  be  determined  by  him  ;  but  the  difficulty  which 
be  felt  on  that  point  was  obviated  by  the  meffage  which  the  Houfe 
had  juil  received,  and  the  fubftance  of  which,  he  trufted,  would 
be  flill  more  diftind^ly  avowed  in  fome  future  communication.  Upon 
this  point  fome  new  inftrudlion  might  be  neceflfary,  and  he  trufted 
that  due  notice  would  be  given  when  it  Was  to  be  brought  forward. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  in  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right 
honourable  gentlemait. . 

Mr.  MARTIN  expreffcd  his  concern  that  a  fecond  application 
flipuld  b^  made  for  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts  ^  and  though 
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he  oppofed  it,  ftiU  he  rcquefted  to  have  it  underftood,  that  no  man 
in  the  kingdom  was  more  attached  to  the  Prince  and  His  Majcfty, 
'  as  far  as  they  were  connefted  widi  the  Conflitution  ;  but  he  did  not 
tliink  that  applications  like  the  prefcnt,  were  likely  to  fiivour  them 
cither  in  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe  or  the  countr5\ 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  it  certainly  was  not  his  intention  in  that 
ftage  of  the  bufincfs  to  enter  into  any  long  difcuflion  \   when  the 
proper  time  came  he  would  fpeak  out  plainly,  without  courting  po- 
pularity on  one  fide,  or  fearing  difpleafure  on  the  other.      On  ths 
point  that  the  Houfe  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  before  them,  -were  in 
no  degree  pledging  themfelves  for  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts, 
he  differed  from  his  right  honourable  friend.  But  he  differed  ft  ill  more 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite.  .  The  only  qucftion 
that  ought  to  b^  before  them,  was  fimply  whether  the  debts  were  to 
be  paid  or  no  ?  But  by  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  brought  for- 
ward, this  direft  queftion  might  be  evaded.     The  reafoning  of  his 
right  honourable  friend  with  regard  to  an  annual  income  to  be  ai- 
lowed  to  the  Prince  might  be  true,  but  it  could  not  be  fo  with  the 
King's  Minifter ;  for  if  he  required  125,0001,  as  an  adequate  in- 
come for  the  Prince,  certainly,  he  could  not  mean  to  pay  his  debts 
out  of  it ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand^  a  part  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
that  fum,  the  Houfe  was  pledged  to  pay  thofe  debts  tinder  die  eva- 
fion  of  making  a  fuitablc  provlfion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs.     He 
would  rather  have  preferred  addrefling  the  King  upon  the  fubjcd 
than  the  mode  that  had  been  followed.     As  to  the  language  that 
had  been  ufcd,  reprobating  this  application  to  Parliament  as  a  breach 
of  promifc,  and  other  obfervations  of  that  fort,  he  would  not  now 
give  any  opinion.     The  Public  certainly  never  would  believe  that 
the  King's  Minifter  propofed  an  annual  income  of  125,000].  for 
the  Prince,  w'thout  any  reference  to  the  debts  \  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  trifled  and  quibbled  with,  by  being  told  at  the  fame  \i me  that 
they  were  not  pledged  to  pay  them ;  they  ought  not  to  be  deluded, 
liumbugged,  and  deceived  in  that  way,  but  fairly  and  at  once  to 
know  whether  they  were  to  pay  the  debts  or  not.     To-night  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  vote  either  way — this  feemed  to  furprife  fomc 
gentlemen  oppofite ;  but  to  thofe  who  generally  made  up  their  minds  • 
upon  all  queftions  before  they  came  into  the  Houfe,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pedcd  they  muft  be  aftoniftied  that  he  had  not  made  up  his  after  he 
was  in  it.  He  was  againft  giving  any  inftruftions  to  die  Committee, 
relative  to  tlie  payment  of  the  debts  ^  yet  he  would  give  it  as  his  po- 
fitivc  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  paid  immediately,  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  countr}%  and  die  fituation  of  the  Prince.     He  oi^ht 
npt  to  be  fcen  rolling  about  the  ftreets  io  his  (fate-coach  as  an  in* 
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folvcnt  prcxllgal :  but,  while  he  ought  to  be  relieved  from  his  em- 
banraffments,  the  Public  fliould  not  be  burdened  with  the  preffure 
of  a  hair,  in  aSbrding  him  that  relief.     By  coming  at  all  to  that 
Hoiric  to  pay  his  debts,  the  Prince  had  been  ill  advifed  ;  and  he  fin- 
ccrcly  believed  the  King  had  not  an  honell  Minifter  about  him,  or 
clfc  they  never  would  have  heard  of  fuch  an  application  to  Parlia- 
ment.      The  debts  may  and  ought  to  be  paid.      If  it  is  meant  to 
keep  Monarchy  rcfpcflable  in  the  eyes  of  this  country,  and  of  tlie 
world,   a  different  condufl  (liould  have  been  purfued.    The  fum  of 
two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  he  reckoned  trifling,  when 
compared  to  the  unbecoming  fituation  of  an  heir  apparent  to  the 
Crown,  without  independence,  and,  what  was  worfe,  without  cha- 
ri<3cr.      In  the  courfe  of  tliofe  difcuflions,  gentlemen  had  applied 
bnld  and  (Irong  language  to  that  illuftrious  Prince,  but  there  were 
other  high  aivi  illuftrious  charaflers,  who,  in  future  difcuflions, 
muft  be  told  as  plainly  what  the  Public  have  a  right  to  cxpeft  from 
them,   and  what  their  cdndud  ought  to  have  been  upon  the  prefent 
occaCon,  however  ungracious  the  taik  may  be. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  could  not  in  point  of  order  reply 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  nor  did  he  mean  it.  Tliis 
certainly  was  a  queftion  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  felt  him- 
feif  very  much  interefted,  though  he  had  told  the  Houfe  he  did  not 
intend  to  vote  upon  it  either  way,'  becaufe  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind.  He  muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay  that  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  given  his  attendance  to  the  former  difcuflions  on  the 
fubje<5t,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  in  his  place,  or  even  had  he  been 
earlier  in  hb  attendance  that  night,  he  would  have  heard  enough  to 
make  up  his  mind  upon. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid.  It  was  unneceflary  for  him  to  ftate  to 
the  Houfe  the  reafons  which  prevented  his  attendance,  and  were  he 
to  ftate  (hem,  they  moft  probably , would  be  unintelligible  to  that 
riglit  honourable-gentleman.  His  rcafon  for  giving  no  vote  wa«, 
becaufe  he  did  not  approve  of  the  motion  before  the  Honfe  ;  it  was 
a  meafure  confufed  and  indireA.  When  the  pofitive  queflion, 
"  Whether  the  debts  ought  to  be  paid  or  not  ? '*  wai  before  the 
Houfe,  he  would  have  no  hefitation  in  deciding. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment ; 

Ayes,  52  ;    Noes,  226. 
The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  original  motbn, 

Aye$9  242  ;    Noes^  46. 
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Lift  of  the  MINORI 

Langfton,   John 
Eaft,  Edward  Hyde 
Grcgor,  Francis 
Shuckhurghy  Sir  George 
Baker,  W. 
Sturt,  Charles 
Dent,  J. 
Claytdn»  Sir  R. 
Whitbread,  Samuel^  jun* 
Burdon,  R. 
Martin,  James 
Baftard,  J.  P. 
Byng,  George 
HulVcy,  William 
^mith,  William 
Blackburne,  J. 
Mines,  R.  S. 
Dundas,  C. 
Wharton,  John 
Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton*  R.  J. 
Plumer,  William 
Ponman,  H.  B. 
.Duncombe,  Henry 
Barclay,  George 
Coke,  D.  Parker 
Halhed,  N.  B. 
Pierrcpoint,  C, 
Mainwaring,  William 
Popham,  A. 
Stanley,  J.  T. 
Robiufon,  M. 
Buller,  John 
•    Glanville,  E. 

Lemon,  Sir  William 
Littleton,  Sir  E. 
Wigley,  E. 
Ra&leigh,  P. 
Picrfe,  Henry 
Trevelyan,  Sir  J. 
Folkcs,  Sir  M.  B. 
Philips,  J.  G. 
Church,  J,  B. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Duncombe,  C« 
Stanley,  T. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
M'Leod,  General  N. 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Wynne,  R.  W. 
Weftcrn,  C.C. 
Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward 

Sumner,  G. 
Grey,  Charlci 


TY  on  Mr.  Sumner*s  Amendment. 

Bridgwater 
Great  Bedwin 
Cornwall  County 
Warwickfliirc 
Hertfordihire 
Bridport 
l^ncafter 
Blechingly 
Bedford 
<        Durham  County 
Tewkefbury 
Devon  County 
Middlefex  County 
New  Sarum 
Camelford 
Lancafhire 
York  ^ 
Berkfliire 
Beverley 
Jrdburgh,  &c. 
Thetford 
Herefordihire 
Wells 

York  County 
Bridport 
Nottingham 
Lymington 
Nottinghamdiire 
Middlefex  County 
Taunton 
Wootton  Baffec 
Boroughbridge 
Exeter 
Malm  (bury 
Cornwall 
Staffbrdihire 
Worceftcr 
Fowey 

Northallerton 
Somerfet  County 
King's  Lynn 
Caermanhen 
Wendovcr 
Stafford 
Shaftelbury 
Lancaflsire 
Cumberland  County 
Invernefslhire 
Lewes 

Denbigh  County 
Maiden 
Downton. 

TELLERS. 

Guildford 
Northumberland^ 
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Tuefday^  2d  y una 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  moved,    "  That  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Malefptne  ihould  be  bid  upoii  the  tabic/' 

Mr.  GREY  faid  he  rofc  rather  to  exprefs  his  opinion  why  the  af-» 

fidavic   ought  not  to  be  received)  than  vote  againA  its  produ<5tion« 

He  thoaghl  h  would  be  improper  to  receive  any  affidavits  of  circum* 

fiances,   before  the  Houfe  had  refolved  whether  they  would  go  into 

an  inquiry  or  not.     He  Was  aware  it  would  be  anfwered,  tliat 

an  affidavit  had  already  been  received  ;  [Mr.  Grey  alluded  to  one 

made  by  General  Myers]  but  it  (hould  be  remembered  that  that  cafe 

arofe  from   die  nccefilty  of  it.     The  gallant  Officer  who  made  it 

was  obliged  to  leave  the. country,  in  the  profecution  of  a  mat  and 

important  fcrvice.     Mr.  Malefptne^  oti  the  contrary,  might  be 

called  before  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  and  there  give  his  tcllimony,  if 

^  Houfe  ihould  judge  it  expedient  to  call  for  it.     Thisobfervation 

he  would  make  to  the  Houfe ;  he  would  declare  it  roundly  and 

firmly,  and  would  prove  it  by  the  mod  undeniable  teliimony,  that 

the  affidavit  of  Mr  Malefpine  was  the  mod  grofs  and  fcandalous 

perjury;  fuch  that  he. hoped  would  rtoC  only  be  deteded  in  that 

Houfe,  but  might  afibrd  matter  for  futi»-e  proceedings  in  a  Court  of 

Jufticc.     He  again  repeated,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  its  pro* 

dudion ;  he  only  ftated  thofe  rtafons  which  he  thought  went  againft 

the  principle  of  its^  admiiTibn. 

SirWiLUAMDUNDAS  faid,  he  alfo  would  confirm  the 

^(Teitionof  Mr.  Grey  rcrpc(tHng  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Malcfpirte,  and 

evidence  was  then  attending  who  would  contradict  every  part  of  it. 

He  had  made  inquiiy  into  the  charader  of  another  officer  who  had 

been  attacked,  aiid  whofe  reputation  xvas  dear  to  him — he  meant 

lus  brother,  now  tlo  more.     The  xtfult   of  his   inquiry  had  been 

fuch  as  to  prove,  that  that  brave  man  had  never  a6Ved  fo  as  to  call 

for  (Jcnfure  on  his  conduit.     He  was  now  n^  more,  and  he  re- 

qucfted  diofe  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  move  for  an  inquiry, 

that  they  would  not  let  any  falfe  delicacy,  or  any  refpedl  for  the 

aihesof  the  dead,  prevent  them  from  bringing  his  oondud  alfo  to  an 

examination.     He  aflced  this,  becaufe  he  felt  the  full  confidence 

that  therefult  muft  do  honour  to  the  character  of  that  gallant  officer, 

l>y  a  triumphant  vidory  over  the  aifailsints  of  his  fame.     He  afked 

this,  bet^ufe  he  faw  his  character  (hamcfuliy  attacked  In  the  ftate 

papers  of  another  nation.     yiff<fr  Huet^  the  Commiffioner,  in  his 

public  difpatdies,  had  danied  enmity  beyond  the  gmve,'  and  had 

hafdy  infdted  the  memory  of  a  man,  whom  he  had  feared  to  meet 

when  living.     He  •  implored  thofe  who  called  for  examination,  xm 

Vot.XLI.  3  N 
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let  it  extend  to  the  length  he  aiked,  and  thereby  do  jufticc  to  the 
reputation  of  a  gallant  ofEcefi  whofe  condu£i:  never  was  before  im- 
peached. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  remarked,  that  the  affidavit  now  pro- 
duced  was  one  that  was  now  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  upon  a 
caufe  there  pending.  It  was  an  affidavit  to  h&s  which  die  depo- 
nent believed  to  be  true,  and  upon  whidi,  without  others,  dieCoort 
would  not  proceed  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  in  that  Houfe 
to  z&  upon  an  affidavit,  which  the  Courts  below  woiM  not,  unlds 
fupported  by  others, 

,Mr.  BARHAM  (aid,  he  had  aflced  for  no  other  papers  but 
what  were  neceflfary  to  ground  his  motion  upon.  He  iiiould  ad 
folely  upon  the  evidence  before  the  Houfe,  and  confine  himfelf  to 
the  papers  upon  the  table.  In  refpeS  to  what  had  fallen  from  aa 
honourable  gentleman,  concerning  a  gallant  ofiker  now  dead,  he 
challenged  the  rccolledion  of  the  Houfe,  whedier  he  ever  had  faid 
a  word  imputing  blame  againft  him.  When  he  did  not  blame  him, 
it  was  not  through  a  delicacy  for  the  memory  of  the  dead ;  it  was 
becaufe  he  believed  none  of  his  actions  ever  merited  cenfure. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  aldiough  the  affidavits  were  not 
then  upon  the  table,  yet  they  were  in-  every  gcndeman's  hand,  be- 
caufe a  copy  had  been  fent  to  each  Member.  He  wifhed  much 
they  were  before  the  Houfe.  They  bore  internal  marks  of  falfc- 
hood,  even  although  they  could  not  otherwtfe  be  detet^ed.  In  the 
preface  to  them  it  was  Aated,  that  thofe  were  the  affidavits  upon 
which  the  memorial,  prefented  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  was 
founded.  Examining  the  dates,  it  would  be  found  that  the  affida- 
vits  were  made  after  the  memorial  of  which  they  were  faid  to  be 
the  foundation.  It  was  alfo  ftated,  that  after  the  publication  of  the 
proclamation  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  iilands  took  the  oadis 
of  allegiance ;  this  alfo  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  was  contradided 
elfewhere. 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  thought  it  neceflaiy  to  (late  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  brother,  who  prefented  the  memorial,  aAed.  He 
had  been  chaiged  on  a  former  occafion  with  having  made  a  vnlfd 
mifreprefentation  in  his  memorial  on  this  bufinefs ;  in  doing  this, 
he  aded  merely  as  an  agent,  and  was  not  refponfible  for  the  cha- 
radler  of  Mr.  Malefpine,  unlefs  it  had  been  notorioufly  bad;  but 
the  contrary  was  the  fadV,  his  reputation  was  good. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  his  objeftiori  was  fimply  this,  that  he  did  not 
like  to  take  the  affidavit  of  a  man,  who,  if  he  gave  evidence  at  all, 
ought  in  this  cafe  to  give  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe-  But  as  this 
affidavit  had  been  circulated  fo  much,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
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ommented  upon  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon  this  bufinefs, 
cherwife  two  very  great  officers,  of  high  charader,  would  be 
reated.  in  a  very  unbecoming  manner;  for  they  certainly  were  ca- 
umniated  grofsly  in  this  extraordinary  affidavit.  He  could  have 
viihed  chat  the  affidavit  might  have  been  laid  upon  the  table,  efpe- 
iall y  if  there  was  to  be  no  inquiry  into  the  condu6l  of  thefe  officers^ 
Kcaufey  if  the  affidavit  were  on  the  table,  it  would  be  r^ular  to 
difcuis  it. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  thought,  in  the  bufmefs  before  the  Houfe, 

the  queiKon  of  policy  and  not  of  gu\)t  was  to  be  conlidered  ;  and  he 

could  not  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  fome  gentlemen  as  to  the  en* 

tire  inconnpetency  and  inconftftency  of  the  affidavit.     His  friends 

Mr.  Xhclluflbn,  had  been  called  upon  to  do  as  he  had  done.    When 

the  facts  ibited  in  thofe  affidavits  were  made  known  to  him,  as  he 

had   no  reafon  to  know  die  charadter  of  Mr.  Malefpine  to  be 

bad,   he  could  do  no  otherwife  than  prefent  the  remonibance  which 

he  did* 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  fpoke  againft  the  affidavit  in  die  moft  cx- 
preflTive  terms ;  he  was  certain,  he  faid,  of  an  honourable  gentle- 
mans  aflcrtion,  that  he  could  prove  the  falfchood  of  the  memorial^ 
and  the  affidavit,  which  was  manifefily  founded  on  it.  Should  the 
affidavit  be  received,  it  wruld  be  eftabliihing  a  dangerous  precedent. 
The  charafter  of  the  officers  whom  it  tended  to  criminate  was  highly 
defcrving,  and  the  more  it  was  invedigated  the  greater  luftre  would 
be  added  to  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fubmitted  whether  this  difcuffion  ought  to 
be  continued  farther?  An  irregular  difcuffion  had  taken  place, 
which  would  much  better  be  deferred  until  the  propofed  motion 
(hoald  be  made.  As  far  as  he  could  colle£t  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe, 
he  believed  it  went,  that  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Malefpine  (hould  not 
be  recdved.  It  was  therefore  better  to  defer  the  difcuffion  to  its 
proper  time.  ^ 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  he  had  troubled  the 
Houfe  on  various  occaiions  to  attend  to  certain  regulations  rcfpeft- 
ing  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  feamen ;  thoTe  regulations  had  been 
adopted,  and  he  trufted  that  the  beneficial  effeds  of  them  had  been 
alteady  felt.  He  had  an  objedt  now  in  view  of  a  fimilar  nature;  it 
related  to  half-pay  officers  of  the  na  y.  There  were  a  fet  of  men 
who  were  fubjeA  at  prefent  to  intolerable  hardfbips.  When  called 
upon  to  go  into  adtual  fcrvice,  they  found  themfelves  in  a  very  auk- 
ward  lituation :  the  pittance  that  was  paid  to  them  was  fo  fmalU 
(hat  it  did  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  fitting  them  out  for  the  fervice ; 

sNa 
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the  confdquence  of  which  was,  that  they  found  diemfidvds  invtilvcd 
in  great  difficulties.  They  had  occalion  for  money  to  ik  tliem  our, 
for  which  purpofe  they  ufually  went  to  an  agent,  to  whom  thrf  paid 
five  per  cent  interedi  to  which  was  to  be  added  tnonej  for  oommti^ 
fien,  and  ibr  aflurance  of  their  lives  when  they  were  gmng  opon  an 
hazardous  enterprlzey  fo  that  altogether  out  of  this  ixuferable  pfttancc, 
}he  deduction  was  not  Icfs  than  eightetcin  per  cent.  His  objcd  w^ 
to  remove  thefe  difficulties,  and  put  an  end  to  this  cnormoos  ex- 
pence  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  (hould  propofe,  that  they  iholdd  have 
three  months  wages  in  advance  when  called  into  the  fcrvice;  that 
they  Oiould  be  allowed  to  draw  bills  at  three  months,  fix  months, 
nine  months,  or  twelve  months,  as  they  might  think  fit  to  ftik  thcii 
convenience,  which  bills  would  be  regularly  paid  without  any  of  the 
expence  which  he  had  already  fpecified.  Another  point  which  he 
had  in  view  was,  that  of  a  regulation  of  the  payment  of  widows' 
penfions.  He  propofed  that  they  {hould  be  paid  by  bills  drawn  for 
that  purpofe,  without  any  expence  or  inconvenience.  He  coocftided 
with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  ready  and  con- 
venient payment  of  the  wages  of  the  half-pay  officers  of  His  Ma- 
iefty's  navy,  &c. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  did  riot  oppofe  this ;  on  the  contniy, 
he  was  &ctremely  happy  that  the  fubjed  was  brought  forwaid.*^^ 
The  half-pay  officers  of  the  navy  were  unqueffionably  objeAs  highly 
Ifvorthy  of  the  attention  of  that  Houf&;  but  he  was  of  opinion  aUb, 
that  fdkncthing  (hould  be  done  in  favour  of  the  fubalteros  c^  the  annyt 
whofe  cafe  was  at  prefent  very  hard  ;  and  he  was  fiirry,  that  after 
proviHon  had  been  made  this  fcffion  to  feveral  objefis,  -and  one  very 
kige  and  cxtenfive,  that  (till  the  fubalterns  of  thft  army  (hould  have 
been  neglected. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  denied  that  dicre  was  anv  dif- 
pofition  in  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  toneglcdt  the  fubalterns  of  the 
army,  as  feenifd  to  have*  been  juft  now  infinuated.  It  was  caficr 
to  talk  of  relief  in  ^neral  terms,  than  to  procure  it :  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  not  ftated  any  fpecific  remedy,  nor  axw*  ^- 
cific  grievance  in  this  cafe. 

Celond  MAITLAND  feid,  he  thought  it  was  fufficiently  fpc- 
cified,  to  flate  that  the  fubalterns  of  the  Britiih  army  ought  to  have 
fome  provifion  made  for  tliem.  The  fad  was  b;  for  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  that  every  gendcman  in  that  Houfe  gave  more  re- 
ward to  his  footman  annually  than  fome  of  the  half-pay  cfficcn  in 
the  army  received  from  the  Public. 

General  SMITH  approved  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ehjndas.— 
The  regulations  he  propofed,    he  thought  perfedtty  falutwy,  ani 
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19  iDuft  meet  the  approbation  of  every  man  who  had  the  inte* 
TcH  of  the  Briti{h  navy  at  heart.  He  vriihed,  however,  that  the 
care  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  would  alfo  extend  to  the  In- 
ciiai  officers,  who  were  equally  deferving  of  their  country. 

Colonel  ROLLE  approved  of  the  motion.  The  caie  of  mid- 
fliipinen  at  the  condudon  of  a  war  was  peculiarly  hard,  and  be 
iwifhcd  that  fonoe  piovifion  (hould  be  made  for  them. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  recommended  the  fame  thing  with  regrard  to  the 
marines^ 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of 
bcftovipg  praifes  upon  the  Secretary  of  State ;  therefore,  as  he  did 
fo  nam,  there  would  be  the  lefs  rcafon  to  doubt  his  fincerity.  He 
<:cftainly  applauded  the  right  honourable  gentleman  very  highly  for 
this  motion.  He  alio  hoped  that  the  cafes  of  the  otiier  perfons  al- 
luded to  wotdd  have  the  Minifter*s  attention. 

The  motion  was  then  put  apd  carried,  as  was  alfo  a  motion  for  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  payment  of  the  widows'  penfions. 

Mr.  BARHAM  now  rofe  to  make  the  motion,  of  which  he  had 
g^ven  notice,  refpedling  the  condudi  of  Sir  Charles  Crey  and  Sir 
John  Jervis  in  the  Weft  Indies.     He  traded  it  was  unneceflary  for 
him  to  by  any  thing  in  his  own  vindication  for  riling  on  this  occa* 
fion  ;  he  had  never  been  very  forward  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  but 
had  he  been  ever  fo  ready  to  rife  on  other  occafions,  no  man  (what- 
ever his  fentiraents  on  the  fubje3  might  otherwife  be}  would  believe 
that  li^t  motives  could  induce  him  to  take  up  a  buiinefs  like  this. 
Befides  the  pain  he  felt  from  the  thing  itfelf,  he  was  well  aware  how 
iceu(ation  was  generally  received  in  that  Houfe,  and  knew,  that  let 
*    '  be  ever  fo  well  eOablilhed,  it  could  not  produce  much  good  will 
t  thofe  who  brought  it  forward.     Proceed  in  the  bufinefs  how  he 
nght,  he  could  hardly  fail  to  excite  fomc  enmities  that  he  was  forry 
fo.  and  muft  expcft  to  meet  all  the  unpopularity  which  thofe  have 
to  ?icounter,  who  bring  charges  againft  perfons  whom  every  one 
ha&een  accudomed  to  admire,  and  feels  a  natural  defirc  to  protect. 
AU^is  he  felt  the  more,  as  he  perceived  that  many  perfons.  were 
not  Vy  willing  to  (hare  that  unpopularity  with  him,  and  that  he 
was  It  to  receive  afliftance  from  fome  quarters,  where,  from  the 
natur^f  the  fubjed,  he  had  hoped  to  find  it.     With  nearly  the 
unitedbilities  of  the  Houfe  againil  him,  what  could  he  exped  for 
himfelfl)ut  to  afford  an  eafy  victory  to  eloquence,  ingenuity,   and 
habits  <Mebate,  which  he  did  not  poiiefs.     The  motives,  how- 
ever, wlji  urged  him  to  perfevere,  admitted  of  no  party  whatever ; 
fir  he  Wi  firmly  convinced^  that  to  the   conduEi   of  which   he  com- 
fiaineJf  tkg  chiefly  vwing  the  loJJ'es  which  we  were  new  daily  Juftain"  . 
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ing  in  ihe  Weji  Indies  ;  and  he  verily  believed^  that  there  had  exifiti 
few  cafes  J  which  more  demanded  the  interpofition  of  Parliamenf,  trfer- 
iher  it  were  for  the  proteStion  cf  our  interejls,    or  the  recvoerj  cf  wr 
honour. 

Much  had  been  faid  about  the  fuppofcd  delay,  and  the  latcnefs 
€&^z  period  at  which  this  bu(inefs  was  brought  forward.  It  was, 
however,  not  denied,  that  application  had  been  made  to  Govern- 
>iiient  concefnirig  the  proclamations,  as  foon  as  they  were  tranfinit- 
tz6,  to  this  country.  It  was  equally  certain  that  no  anfwer  could 
be  obtained  from  Miniflers  on  the  fubje£l  till  very  lately.  Of  this 
l)e  did  not  pretend  to  know  the  reafons  ;  he  mentioned  it  not  as  a 
matter  of  charge,  but  as  a  matter  of  fadV,  which  had  rendered  k 
impoilible  for  him  to  proceed  a  day  fooner.  He  chaUengtd  aiij  gm- 
ileman  to  deny  thisj  and  therefore  all  future  complaints  of  delay  (if  em 
were  to  be  made)  mujl  be  direQed  rather  to  another  quarter  than  /# 
Urn* 

He  next  obfcrved,  as  to  the  order  of  proceeding  which  he  had 
adopted,  in  moving  for  the  papers  before  he  made  the  motion  which 
was  to  be  founded  on  them.     He  had  been  told  that  this  was  irre- 
gular, prepoderous,  and  even  unfair  to  the  parties  concerned.     As 
to  its  irregularity,  he  (hould  only  fay,  that  he  had  not  failed  to  eon- 
fult  the  higheft  authorities.  Why  it  was  prepofteious,  he  could  not  di- 
vine ;  for  undoubtedly  it  feemed  the  moil  defirable,  both  for  thofe 
who  had  allegations  to  jnake,  and  thofe  who  meant  to  difpute  them, 
to  have  in  their  hands  the  documents  from  which  fuch  allegations 
snuft  be  maintained  or  controverted.     But  above  all,  it   feemed  tr 
him  the  mod  advantageous  mode  of  proceeding  to  the  parties  iii> 
plicated  ;  an  obje(fl  which  he  had  kept  in  view,  as  far  aswas  oor* 
patible  with  the  greater  objeft  of  public  advantage,  and  which  « 
fhould  not  lofe  flght  of,  though  perhaps  on  this  head,  he  might  thik 
he  had  met  lefs  credit  than  he  defcrvcd,  and  had  received  fomc  to- 
vocation  to  depart  from  it.     He  thought  that  the  prefent  poftt^  of 
the  bufincfs  was  a  pretty  ftrong  confirmation,  that  in  this  rcfpct  he 
had  formed  no  wrong  judgement ;  for  what  would  have  bei  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  parties,  had  he  moved  for  an  inquiryfrft  ? 
It  was  at  leaft  poflTible  that  the  inquiry  might  not  have  been'btain- 
ed ;  to  him  it  feemed  even  probable ;  as  he  was  inclined  to  bc^ve  that 
many  pcrfons  who  might  think  thcr^  were  ample  grounds  f  an  in- 
quiry, would  yet  vote  againft  it,  from  the  opinion  that  ar^quJiy> 
at  the  prefent  crifis,  would  materially  impede  the  public  ^Jfvice.— 
But  in  moving  for  an  inquiry,  he  mud  have  made  ftatem^^>  which 
though  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  eftablirti,  i^hmt  the 
papers,  it  would  certainly  have  been  impofliblc  for  gcnt'ncn  0.1  die 
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her  fide*  without  the  papers^  to  have  refuted-  Would  they  fay 
tat  this  would  have  been  an  advantageous  poiition  for  them  ?— -He 
clievcd  Chey  vi^ovild  not*  But  one  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
rancis)  had  objected  to  the  prcdudion  of  the  papers,  unlefs  he  were 
(Tared  that  a  motion  for  inquiry  would  follow,  becaufe  hethou^c. 
r:iiiting  chetn  was  tl)e  Brd  Aep  towards  cenfure,  which,  without  an 
v;vjirv,  could  not  afterwards  be  removed.  From  this  honourable 
cnrleman  he  difTered  diametrically  ;  for  he  thought  that  if  papers 
Wert-  moved  for,  which  were  fuppofed  to  contain  matter  for  accufa* 
'  '^i  and  that  no  charge  was  afterwards  made,  It  neceflarily  foi- 
owed,  that  both  in  the  opinion  of  the  mover,  and  of  the  Houfe^ 
here  was  no  ground  whatever  for  accufation,  and  the  parties  were 
x)mpletely  vindicated.  He  had,  however,  not  taken  up  the  mat- 
ter fo  Tightly,  as  that  he  could  have  fuffercd  it  to  reft  there,  had  the 
pruciamations  been  found  to  differ  fo  materially  from  what  had  been 
aUcdged  of  them,  as  to  contain  nothing  to  be  difapproved  of ;  he 
certainly  in  this  cafe  (hould  have  been  the  firft  to  have  moved  the 
Houfe  to  come  to  a  declaration,  which  muft  have  been  fatisfafloiy 
to  the  gentlemen  concerned.  But  had  he  been  fo  carclefs,  he 
would  not  (ay  of  their  characters,  but  of  his  own,  as  to  have  neg- 
lected it,  it  would  have  been  open  to  that  honourable  gentlemany 
w  any  otlier  Member,  to  have  made  a  fimilar  motion.  He  there- 
fore muft  conclude,  that  the  order  of  proceeding  which  he  hadadoptcdf 
fit  only  could  not  in  any  cafe  have  keen  dif advantageous  to  the  purtieSf 
iiit  as  tie  matter  aSiually  Jioody  was  the  only  one  which  probably  iviuid 
nol  have  been  fo* 

Now,  however,  the  proclamadons  were  before  the  Hoi|fc,  by 

whatever  noeans  obtained,  and  in  whatever  way  prcfented.     They 

tame,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Grey,  of  whom^ 

Wevcijhe  muftjdifapprove  his  proceedings  in  tiiis  inftance  ;  he  was 

willing  to  believe,  that  what  had  been  done,  had  arifen  more  from 

v^dvertence,  mifreprcfcntation,  and  miftake,  than  from  the  deli« 

torate  propenfity  of  his  own  mind.     If  any  gentleman  chofe  to  rc- 

jcft  or  difdain  this  declaration,  he  would  tell  them,  it  was  not  with 

iny  view  to  pacify  them ;  ftill  lefs  in  any  regard  of  the  high  tone 

which  had  been,  and  might  again  be,  afTumed,  that  he  made  it, 

but  from  his  genuine  opinion  and  belief.     Sir  Charles  Grey's  letter 

"2tcd,  that  he  bad  reafon  to  think  that  the  copies  furniftied  by  him 

^erc  not  accurate  ;  but  that  he  did  not  poflcfs  any  authentic  copies, 

"Of  had  any  copies  of  feveral  of  the  proclamations  ever  been  tranf- 

niittcd  to  the  Minifters.     What  his  reafons  for  thinking  them  in- 

*<xurate  might  be>  Mr.  Barbam  faid,  he  could  not  guefs  ;  but   if 

«^ir  accuracy  were  difputed  iii^any  material  point,  he  undertook 
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t6f  prove  diat  they  were  accurate,  having  compared  diem  with  die 
authenticated  copies  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  But  diough  ther 
were  accurate,  they  were  Hot  complete  ;  many  might  be  wandiig,  of 
which  he  did  rK>t  know*  But  two  material  papers  were  wandt^ 
which  he  did  know  of:  one  of  thefe  he  had  {)een  abte  to  fuppiy  the 
Houfe  withy  vix.  the  fupplement  to  the  firft  proclamation  ;  aiutber 
(being  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia)  he  fliould  read 
as  a  p^rt  of  his  fpeech,  the  only  mode  now  left  of  conmiunicatij^  it 
to  the  Houfe. 

But  he  could  not  fuffcr  to  pafs  without  obfervadon,  the  very  ex- 
traordinary declaration^  that  thefe  proclamations  had  ncidicr  been 
tranfmitted  to  Government,  nor  even  copieftof  them  preferved.  What ! 
proclamations  iflued  in  the  King's  name  and  authority,  and  tiever 
returned  to  the  King's  Minifters !    Was  the  meafure  ^ey  direded, 
fo  very  trifling  in  itfelf,  or  had  the  general  re(i(hince  it  met,  given 
it  no  importance  ?  Was  it  not  at  leaft  the  duty  of  the  Ccrnimanden 
to  fend  copies  of  them  to  Government,  when  they  were  known  to 
be  the  fubjedt  of  general  remonftraiKe  and  Complaint  ?  And  was  it 
iK>t  the  duty  of  Mlnilters,  under   thefe  circum(hince8,  to  have  de- 
moded them  ?  But  it  feems,  thofe  by  whom  they  were  ifitied,  did 
not  even  retain  an  authentic  copy  of  them.     When  Wne  thefe  all 
loft  or  deftroyed  ?  Was  it  while  thqr  continued  to  be  aAed  on  in 
the  iflands,  or  when,  by  orders  from  home,  all  farther  proceedings 
Were  fufpended  ?  Had  Miniftcrs  no  copy  of  them  when  they  gavf 
tlicfe  orders  refpedling  them  ?  and  bad  the  Commanders  none  whei 
they  wrote   their  long  memorial,  defending  them,  quoting  them, 
and  entering  into  tlie  minuteft  criticifms  on  their  ijrfirafedqgy  ?  Or, 
in  fine,  did  they  diiappear,  when  they  had  attraded  the  nocioe  a( 
the  Houfe  of  Comnrans,  and  were  likely  to  be  the  fubjeA  of  a 
parliamentary  proceeding  ?   If  really  fuch  things  could  be  done,  and 
fuch  anfwers  given  to  the  Houfe,  when  papers  were  applied  fin-,  he 
knew  not  what  conclufions  other  gentleflien  might  draw,  but  he 
drew  one,  namely,  that  all  refponjibility  was  at  an  end,  the  htfuifi* 
torial  pffwer*  of  the  Houfe   might   he  de fed  and  laughed  at ^  and  the 
King's  name  be  projiituted  for  the  W9ffl  purpofes,  without  his  evtM 
knowing  it, 

Mr.  Barham  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  the  motion,  which  he  was 
defirous  to  have  made,  as  being  the  moft  natural,  dtul  the  nxrft 
comprehenfive,  was  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry*  This  was,  how- 
ever,  not  the'  motion  which  he  (hould  make,  fbr  two  xeafens ;  ctfie, 
the  very  fimple  one  alluded  to  before,  that  he  did  not  espcS^  to  ob- 
tain it ;  the  other,  tliat  the  grcateft  part  of  his  ohjeSt  migjht  be  ob* 
*aincd  without  it.     He  would,  however,  give  fbc  parties  aU  the 
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benefit  which  they  could  pofllbly  derive  from  an  inquiry,  and  ground 
i  is  morion  only  on  the  documents  on  the  tabic,  which  as  no  farther 
<  vivicnce  was  wanting  to  confirm,  none  could  be  poflibly  brought  to 
rd^ut.      Thefe  were  the  proclamations  themfclves,  carr)'ing   their  • 
wn  internal  proof  of  what  they  were,  and  thp   ftatemcnts  of  the 
Commanders  themfelvcs,  which  they,  at  leaft,  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
would  not  difallow.     Confining  himfclf,  then,  to  this  evidence, 
he  muft  cTvpccl  to  be  anfwcred  out  of  it  alfo.      If  gentlemen  were 
to  reply  by  producing  letter^,  fuch  as  had    been    read   from  R^r. 
Sorin,  he  mu!l  tell  them,  that  private  letters  of  gratitude  to  a  pa- 
tron, ought  not  to  weigh  much  on  fuch  an  occafion.      If  any  ftrefs 
was  laid  on  theteftimonials  annexed  to  the  memorial  of  die  Com* 
maiiders,  he  muft  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the'  majority,  if  not  all, 
"i  tliofe,  vmo  had  figned  the  vouchers,  had  transmitted  powers  of 
Attorney  to  complain  in  the  Courts  of  Law  againft  the  proceedings 
cf  tlie  Officers,  whom  in  their  addrefTes  they  compliment.      If  the 
krvicc  of  plate  prefented  by  the  Council  to  the  Commanders^  was 
t'^  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  the  fatisfa6lion  dieir  conduit  had  gi- 
ven (though,  indeed,  he  fhould  not  have  wondered  it  any  thing 
that  was  prefented  to  them  after  the  contributions  were  flopped)  yet 
he  muft  obferve  that  this  was  not  the  aft  of  any  reprcfentative  body 
in  the  ifland,  but  of  perfons  who  owed  their  offices  and  very  lucra- 
tive (ituations  to  the  Commanders  themfclves.     As  to  General 
Myers'  affidavit,  1^  muft  fay,  that  it  had  been  introduced  by  fur- 
:.rirc  ;  that  fairnefs  had  not  been  flicwrt  him  in  this  refpedl,   which 
he  had  obfervcd  in  every  ftep  of  this  bufinefs.     Had  he  received  any 
notice  that  this  affidavit  would  be  brought  forward,  he  fliould  have 
<^I'pofed  it,  for   the   fame  reafon  that   induced  him   to  oppofc  the 
prtxiuiSion   of   Mr.  Malefpinc's  affidavit,    namely,    that  till  the 
Houfe  had  determined  on  an  inquiry,  the  admiffionof  fuch  evidence 
vas  premature.     Had  he  chofen  it,  he  might  have  loaded  the  table 
with  affidavits,  but  as  the  matter  flood,  and  the  Houfe  having  rc- 
fufed  to  admit  Mr.  Malefpine's  teflimony,  they  could  not  govern 
their  dccifion  by  that  of  General  Myers,   unlefs  they  chofe  to  deter- 
mine by  ex  parte  evidence.      He  therefore,  meaning  no  difrefpeft 
to  General  Myers,  whofe  teftimony,  if  an  inquiry  was  to  be  adopt- 
<^y  would  be  highly  important,  yet,  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
maft  fct  it  wholly  out  of  the  queftion. 

But  though  he  did  not  move  for  an  inquiry,  let  not  any  one  fup- 
pofe,  that  lie  wiftied  to  avoid  it ;  it  was  undoubtedly  what  he  Ihould 
n^'ft  dcfire,  and  was  fully  prepared  to  meet.  If  gentlemen  Con- 
cjived  that  confining  himfelf  to  argue  only  from  the  words  of  the 
^smmanders  thtmfelvesy  he  did  not  give  them  all  the  ienefit  whi^t  they 
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could  pcfflhly  derive  from  an  inquiry^  oTthat  tfac  niotlon  which  h? 
fliould  make,  conveyed  any  unfounded  charge,  which  an  inquiiy 
would  do  away,  //  was  in  their  power  to  tnt/ve  for  an  inquiry^  elder 
Jeparateljy  or  by  an  avicndtnent  to  his  motion.  If  this  fbould  be  dine, 
he  undoubtedly  would  fupport  it,  and  {hould  then  feel  iiimrelf  at  li- 
berty to  ftate  many  rcafons  why  it  ihould  be  gone  into,  which  ntv 
he  forbore,  bccaufe  he  wilhed  to  fay  nothing  that  he  was  not  furc  of 
having  an  opportunity  to  prove. 

Before  he  entered  more  particularly  into  the  prcclamaticre,  L 
muft  advert  a  little  to  the  general  defence,  (if  indeed  defence  it 
could  be  called)  that  feemcd  to  be  much  relied  on  ;   nanxJy,  tl  ai 
they  had  not  been  carried  into  execution.     Undoubtedly,  it  ws> 
no  part  of  his  objccl  to  advert  to  the  particular  atls  which  had  ktr 
ddne  ;  for  thefc  the  Courts  of  law  were  open,   and  rcdrcfs  rhnt- 
forc  fliculd  not  be  fought  in  Parliament;  for  however  hard  it  migh: 
fcem  to  tell  thbfc,  whofe  all  had  been  confifcated,  that  they  kui  vs.' 
remedy,  but  an  expenfivc  lawfuit,  yet  even  this  inconvenience  vts 
Itfs,  than  that  which  fnight  arife  from  the  interference  of  Lcgifia- 
ture  with  cllabliftied  law.   .  It  was  again(t  the  principle  tliat  he  ap- 
pealed, and  for  the  principle  Parliament  alone  was  competent  to  gifc 
rcdrefs.     Yet  he  muft  obferve  here,  that  it  was  fomewhat  curious 
that  when  the  Commanders  faid,    and  juftly  faid,    that  with  \L\t 
ads  wc  had  nothing  to  do.    for  that  rcdrcfs  might  be  had  in  the 
Courts  of  law,  for  them  to  be  told  immediately  after,   that  as  ofi- 
ccrs  in  high  ftations  cannot  attend  to  the  phrafeolcgy  of  their  pro- 
cjamations,  it  is  to  their  ads,    and  not  to  their  words,  wc  arc  to 
look.     So,  if  we  had  con^plained  of  their  ads,  we  ihould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  principles  they  lay  down ;  and  now  that  we  complaineJ 
of  the  principles,  we  arc  referred  to  their  ads.     But  tliough  he  liaJ 
nothing  to  do  with  the  feparate  proceedings  complained  of,  he  could 
by  no  means  in  general  admit,  that  they  had  not  been  aded  upon. 
The  Duke  of  Portland  s  letter  faid  diftindly,  "  that  farther  pav 
ccedings  upon  them  were  flopped  by  orders  from  Govcmroenf," 
which  could  not  have  arrived,  under  three  or  four  months.     This 
letter  did  undoubtedly  not  very  much  agree  with  that  of  anodicr 
Secretary,  who  fays,  that  it  was  notorious,  that  they  were  not  pro- 
ceeded on.     What  was  notorious,  one  v.oiild  think  muft  have  been 
known  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.     But  as  he  could  not  reconcile 
thefe  two  letters,  for  the  decifion,    he  referred  to  the  memorial  of 
the  Commanders,   who  admitted,  that    "  the  contributions  were 
ftopt  by  an  intimation  that  they  would  not  be  approved  of."    But 
what  fort  of  defence  was  this,  even  admitting  the  fed  in  the  utrooft 
extent  ?    Was  not  the  affertion  of  an  illegal  principle  ii^itely  mure 
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arrgcrous,  than  the  commiflion  of  an  illegal  afl  ?  Sificc  one  could 
::  at  moft  be  a  precedent,  while  the  other  became  law.  Was  an 
njuftifiable  prcKlarnation  to  be  deemed  of  no  importance,  becaufe  it 
h1  not  been  carried  into  execution  ?  Would  thofe  fiiy  fo,  who  had 
^  fevcrely  condemned  the  unexecuted  manifefto  of  the  Duke  of 
Jrunfwick  ?  Would  any  man  fay  fb,  if  an  illegal  proclamation 
^rcie  UTued  in  this  country  ?  or  would  any  man  be  contented  till  it 
\  as  difavowcd  and  recalled  ? 

Mr.  Barham   now  came  to  the  proclamations  themfelves,  in 
Icdging  of  which  it  would  be  neceflar)'  firft  to  confidcr  what  it  is 
ha:  they  do  ;  and  fecondly,  how  far  that  was  fit  to  be  done.     As 
:o  the  firft  point,  there  could  be  little  difEculy  ;  tlicir  meaning  wa» 
phm  and  obvious,  not  depending  on  the  niceties  of  verbal  criticifm, 
l:ut  on  the  broad  and  inevitable  fenfc  of  the  whole.     The  firft  pro- 
cbmation,   with  the  fupplcment,  promifcd  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
illands  **  perfonal  fafety,  and  full  and  immediate  pofieflion  of  all 
tl-cir  lawful   property,  according  to  their  ancient  law^s  and  cuftoms, 
and  on  the  moft  advantageous  terms,"  on  certain  conditions.     What 
were  thcfc  conditions?      *'  That  they  (hould  in  a   peaceable  and 
quiet  manner  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  King,  and"  put  them- 
f-ilvcs  under  His  Majefty's  prote<Sion."  How  was  the  acceptance  of  • 
this  promifc,    and  the  performance  of  thefe  conditions,  to  be  ma-- 
nifcftcd  t      Very  Vifely,    that  there  might  remain  no  doubt  on  fo 
important  a  point,  the  fupplement  dire<fts  '*  that  fuch  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  were  abfent,  ftiould  not  return  till  the  conqueft  was  com- 
pile, and  requires  that  t!ie  reft  ftiould  remain  peaceably  at  their 
habitations."    The  alternative  to  "thofe,  who  ftiould,  on  the  con-* 
tnry,  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  is,  that  they  ftiould  be 
treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  fent  to  St.  Maloes  ;"  but  no  mention 
h  made  of  confif cation  in  any  cafe. 

The  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  6th  proclamations  related  only  to  the 
town  of  St.^  Pierre,  demanding  at  firft  a  declaration  of  all  coloni;il 
produftions  and  provifions  whatever  (which  included  nearly  every 
thing  of  value  in  thofe  countries)  within  the  circumference  of  the 
town,  "  under  pain  of  confifcation ;"  and  afterwards  ordering  a 
general  confifcation  of  all  this  property,  whether  declared  or  not. 

Next  came  the  proclamations,  to  which  he  chiefly  requefted  ihc 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  viz.  the  5th  and  the  7th,  which  was 
figncd  by  General  Prefcott,  by  order  of  the  Commanders,  dirediing 
^^  clcflion  of  reprefentatives  throughout  the  whole  ifland  of  Mar- 
t'nico,  in  order  to  fix  a  contribution,  to  be  paid  by  all  who  poftefs  * 
?fopcTty  in  the  colony ;  the  Commanders  liaving  decided  that  fucli 
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an  arrangement  woald  be  much,  more  convenient  than  a  gcnenl 
confifcation.     If  any  doubt  (hould  remain  as  to  the  meaning  of 
this,  it  is  explained  in  that  of  May  21ft,  which  ft^tes  in  the  pre 
amble.*  "  That  no  attention  having  been  paid  to  the  other,  which 
dircftcd  a  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  adequate  to  the  value  tf  tivc 
conquefl,  to-compenfate  the  fufFerings,   and  reward  the  mair,  ot 
the  troops,  in  order  to  carry  this  into  cfFcdt,  it  is  now  ordained  that 
lifts  and  efti  mates  of  every  fpecies  of  propert}',  moveable  and  im- 
moveable,  land,  buildings,  goods,  rents,  and  prcHts,  alfoalldcbrt 
and  fecurities„   (Iiuuld  be  made,    in  order  ihat  the  contribution, 
^     might  be  equally  levied."     It  concludes  by  faying  "  That  it  Is  &*c 
Commanders'  firm  refolutipn  to*  have  the  meafure  fully  execute  J, 
or  ,that  they  will  avail  themfelves  of  the  power  with  which  tho' 
were  invefted  to  drdcr  a  general  confifcation."     Much  pains  bad 
been  taken  to  remove  the  phrafe  the  value  of  the  csnqiufi:  but  hi 
could  not  guefs  why ;  the  value  of  theconqueft  could>   after  all,  not 
be  more  than  the  value  of  all  that  theifland  contained.    Was  there 
any  fpecies  of  property  which  had  not  been  enumerated  even  with 
ap  accuracy  hardly  to  be  expc<5\ed  from  pcrft  ;is  in  the  fituarioo  «^' 
military  Commanders  \     Let  the  phrafe,  however,  be  removed  for 
a  moment ;   the  contribution  is  not  the  lefs  ordered  on  the  whole, 
nor  the  right  of  confifcating  the  whole  the  lefs  claimed.      In  cfTering 
to  give  up  thjs  phrafe,  he  could^ot,  however,  agree  to  have  anotbcr 
fubftituted)  not  only  of  a  different  fcnfc, .  but  not  at  all  agreeing 
with  the  general  tenor  of  the  proclamation.     The  words  fubftitutcd 
for  the  ^mlue  of  the  C9nquefl^    were  the  value  9f  the  property  liabu  h 
fonffcrthn.     Had  the  contribution  been  ordered, only  on  the  pp> 
peny,    which  was  liable  to  cojitributioriy   undoubtedly  no  complaint 
could  have  been  made.     I'he  complaint  was,  that  inftead  of  being 
confined,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  it  was  extended  where  it  ought 
not,  and  the  difference  was  here  only  cf  the  whole ^ 

The.p^/mt  now  to  be  firft  confidercd  was,  wliether  dicrc  were  any 
pcrfons,  who  Iiad  a  right  to  claim  under  the  original  promifQ;  i^ 
if  there  were,,  thefe  could  not  be  fubjcded  tathe  other  proclamations, 
without  the  moft  flagrant  breach  of  faidi ;  and  be  thought,  that  as 
the  confifcations  were  only  juftified  by  a  forfeiture  of  conditions  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  they  fhould  have  been  dated  to  be  in- 
flifled  for  that  rcafon.  It  would  then  have  been  open  to  every  in- 
dividual, to  have  proved  (if  he  pould  do  it)  that  he  had  not  for- 
feited his  right  j  and  if  there  was  but  one  of  them  under  thcfe  cir- 
cumftances,  his  title  to  exemption  was  complete.  As  it  flood,  no 
matter  how  fully  any  one  had  coinplied  with  the  terms  enjoined,  he 
J        has  neither  exemption  nor  remedy.     What  proportion  of  inhabi- 
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unts  there  might  be  in  this  fitaation,  certainly  confined  as  he  was 
o  argue  only  from  the  ftatcmcnts  of  the  Commanders,  he  could 
.'  t  fay ;  but  finding  no  mention  in  their  difpatches  that  any  of  the 
i.':L'd  inhabitants  were  jn  arms,  and  knowing  that  the  expedition 
^.ad  been  undertaken  at  their  invitation,  he  undoubtedly  had  fup- 
^  >(cd  that  the.  oppofition  arofe  alone  from  the  Conventional  troops, 
md  a  banditti  of  negroes,  niulattoes,  and  what  arc  called  pe/ifs 
riatu-s  (being  pcrfons  who  have  no  fettlcmcnt)-at  leaft  he  thought  it 
iair  to  conclude,  that  not  all  tliC  inhabitants  had  concurred  in  a 
^LDcral  and  unanimous  reiiRance. 

But  there  vras  at  any  rate  one  clafs  of  men  who  had  not  given 
2ny  oppofition  to  His  Majcfty's  arms.     They  could  not,  fcr  they 
N\ere  abfcnt.      Why  were  tliey  abfent  r    Fcr  a  reafon,  which  might 
^cU  have  iccured  them  from  a  chance  of  complaint;  the  impru- 
v\nt  alacrity,  with  which  they  had  befoi^  trufted  to  our  faith,  and 
j(»incd  our  (Vaiidard.     Their  nu^iibcrs  were  great,   and  their  pro- 
jeT.ty,    according  to  the  i^atement  of  the  Commanders,  compofed 
tlic  greateft  part  of  the  ifland.     Thefe  were  they  of  whom  it  w^as 
Viid  in  the  tft  paragraph  of  the  5  th  proclamation,  that  the  greateft 
jrjmber  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  refcucd  from  a  wretched  exile, 
2nd  rcftored  to  the  quiet  poircflion  of  their  property.     Good  God  { 
faid  Mr.  Barham,  what  mockery  of  the  unfortunate  is  this  !    rc- 
it^Ted  to*  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  their  property,  on  which,  in  Ac. 
f.uiK:  breath,  a  heavy  contribution  is  ordered,  and  the  alternative  of 
a  general  confifcation  threatened !     Sir,  if  men  could  be  entitled, 
I  will  not  fay  to  your  juft ice,  but  tp  your  gcncrofitv',    it  was  thefc 
n^cn.     With  regard  to  them,  the  moft  undoubted  right  would  have 
been  more  honoured  in  the  breach  tlian  the  obfervance.     But  it 
fcems  their  property  had  been  conBfcated  before  on  behalf  of  the 
Convention,  and  was  now  become   national,    and  could  plead  no 
exemption.     What,  Sir !  We  invite  thefe  men  with  a  promifc  of 
proteftion ;   they  truft  us,  and  embark  in  a  common  caufe — We 
tail — they  are  exiled,    and  their  property  confifcatcd.     In  a  few 
months  we  return  with  a  greater  force,  we  forbid  them  to  co-operate 
witfi  us,  but  we  conquer.     Now  at  leaft  they  may  be  fure  to  re- 
cover the  ruins  of  their, fortunes.     No,  Sir;    this  property  h^s  in 
the  mean  time  changed  hands,  and  it  is  now  national,  for  it  belongs 
to  thofe,  whom,  in  the  fame  breath,  we  call  ufurpcrs  and  traitors, 
but  whom,    for  this  purpofe,   wc  will  regard  as  a  legitimate  go- 
vernment.    And  this  is  the  language,  and  this  is  the  conducS,  of 
tiu)fe,  for  joining  whom  thefe  unfortunate  men  were  profcribed,  and 
who  came  both  times  profcfling  every  thing  in  their  favour.     Sir, 
there  is  a  degree  of  cold  cruelty  in  this  proceeding,  that  one  hardly 
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knows  how  to  ftatc  It  as  coming  from  a  nation,  tvhich,  at  the  fame 
inftant,  was  diftinguiflung  itfdf  at  home,  by  its  gcnerofiry  to  pir- 
fons  in  a  fimilnr  fituaiion;  in  no  greater  diftrcfs,  but  with  inftr.ucly 
Icfs  claims  on  us — a  condudl  which,  if  I  miftakje  net,  -bids  fairer 
than  any  other  pafiage  in  our  hifloiy  to  jx^rpetuate  (he  praifc  of  xlx 
13ritifli  name.  In  one  quarter  of  the  world,  we  covered  our  ene- 
mies with  our  bounty  ;  while  in  another,  by  the  aid  of  a  petti- 
fogging evafion,  we  were  fci/.ing  the  property  of  thofe,  who,  trufl' 
ing  to  our  faith,  had  met  their  ruin,  and  by  yielding  us  aflift^rcr , 
had  given  us  an  opportunity  to  take  their  all.  With  thcfc  lirtlc 
exceptions,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  had  forfeited  thdr  riglit 
to  claim  under  the  original  prcmife  of  prote6lion. 

Now,  faid  Mr.  Barham,  let  the  promifc  be  fet  wholly  out  of  th^ 
qucffion ;    let  us  fuppofe  all  the  inhabitants  united  againft  us,  end 
let  us  fee  of  what  nature  and  degree  their  refiftance  was ;  -whether  .': 
was  fuch  as  to  juftify  the  extremeft  exercife  of  thofe  rights,   i»hii;h 
the  conqueror  acquires  according  to  the  pra<9ice  of  modern  riires  ai:d 
civilized  nations.      Here,  again,    he  was  to  argre   on'y  frcm  xtc 
flatcments  of  the  Commanders  thcmfclvcs.     Thcfe  confifcatiori* 
are  defended  by  the  ufage  of  war,  when  pl?.ccs  arc  taken  by  Sorm  ; 
and  by  ftorm    all  the  iflands  arc  faid  to  have  been   taken-      It   is 
impofTiblc,  however,   not    to   advert  to  the    time  which  this  cap- 
turc  had  required,    and  the  lofs  with  which  it  had  been  attended. 
Martinico  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  ftrongcft  iflands  in  the  world ; 
was  defended  by  a  confiderable  body  of  conventional  troops,  bcfides 
a  numerous  army  of  negroes  and  people  of  colour,  and  defeiKlcd 
moreover,  as  is  now  faid,  by  the  15,000  white  inhabitants  which 
it  contains,  all  united  ngninft  us,  to  a  man.     The  ftorm  of  tius 
ifland  was,  however,  completed  in  23  days,   (excepting  Fort  Bour- 
bon, which  furrendcd  on  capitulation)  and  was  attended  with  the 
lofs  of  88  men — Guadaloupe,  an  ifland  not  quite  fo  large  or  popu- 
lous, but  alfo  abounding  in  defence,  was  flormed  in  1 1  days,  and 
with  the  lofs  of  34  men.     St.  Lucia  was  ftormcd  in  4  days,   and 
no  pcrfon  on  our  part  either  killed  or  wounded.     Now,  if  wc  re- 
collected the  lofs  with  which  our  former  attempts  (ofteneO  unfuc- 
ccfsful)  on  thcfe  iflands  hud  been  attended — making  ever)"  allow- 
ance for  the  prcfcnt  valour  of  our  troops,  and  the  flcill  of  our  Com- 
manders,  we  muft  draw  conclufions  not  very  favourable  to  former 
times,  or  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  French  have  entirely  loft  thdr 
charade er  for  fighting  ;  or  we  muft  conclude,  that  this  unantnx>us 
refiftance  of  the  inhabitants  had  not  been  of  a  very  dcfj^rratc  nature. 
But  after  all,  had  any  oijc  ever  heard  of  an  afliult  lafting  23  days  f 
Was  it  not  in  its  nature  limited  to  a  veiy  fliort  duration  ?    Had 
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ny  one  heard  before  of  ftorming  an  open  country  ?  Was  the  thing 
"  .Tible  in  itfclf  r .  And  was  there  no  difference  between  taking  by 
r'.>rm  anJ  taking  by  forge  of  arms  ? 

Even  this,  however,  was  not  the  ground  on  whicli  he  would 
riiicfiy  reft.       Let  it  now  be  fuppofed,  that  no  proniife  had  ever  hc<*t\ 
Lid  out  ;   let  it  be  admitted  that  the   utmoft  rcfiftance  had  been 
made  ;  how  much  better  would  the  cafe,  ftand  then  ?  It  was  ftill  to  be 
'.•^..;uired  whether  the  proclamations  were  juftified  by  tlie  ertabliftied 
Liws  of  war,  by  the  cuftoms  of  our  own  and  other  countries  in  fimilar 
i.-fcs,  and  by  the  peculiar  policy  and  forbearance  which  fhould  have 
pA'erned   this.     He  undoubtedly   (hould  not  prefume  to  lay  down 
g'jr^.trally  the  laws  of  war,  but  he  could  not  help  adverting  to  wliat 
Lvl  dropt  from  a  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  oh- 
V>:lcd  to   come  to  any  general  declaration  on  the  fubjcft.      hi  the 
tin't  place,   he  muft  obfervc,  that  it  was  not  a  general  propoGtion  he 
called  for,   but  a  judgement  on  this  fpccif^  cafe  ;  and  this  was  called 
tbr,  not  as  a  point  of  fpcculation,  but  to  do  away  the  cfFcct  of  the 
proclamation,  which  had  laid  down  a  principle,  that  he  defied  any 
man  to  juftify.     But  general  propofitions,  faid  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,   were  often  as  dangerous  as  they  were  difficult.     True  ; 
but,  after  all,  if  you  might  never  pronounce  what  was,  or  was  not, 
permitted  by  the  laws  of  nations,  what  was  this,  but  to  admit  that 
th:)'  were  altogether  vifionary,  and  unfit  for  praftice  ?     No  greater 
injury  could  be  done  to  mankind,  than  to  bring  into  queftion  thofc 
laws,  which  were  the  moft  valuable  of  all,  becaufe  they  fpoke  when 
ail  other  laws  were  filent,     No  greater  benefit  could  be  rendered  to 
nnnkind,  than  by  ftrcngthening  and  extending  them.      In  any 
doubtful  cafe,  there  could  be  little  queiVion  on  which  fide  thj^lcia- 
ing  fliould  be  ;  but  hefc  furcly  there  was    no  doubt  at  all.     The 
nicmorial  of  the  Commanders  proceeded  throughout  on  a  confuiiun 
Oi  the  laws  of  war  and  the  rights  of  conqucft.     The  laws  of  war 
cmainly  (with  a  few  reftridlions  adopted  by  general  confcnt)  allowod 
<^very  thing  that  could  tend  to  weaken  or  dcftroy  the  enemy  ;  but  as 
iboa  as  the  conquest  is  complete,  all  thofs  rights  vanifli  which  refted 
oa  the  neceffity  of  conquering.     Nothing  then  remains  to  the  vic- 
^fl",  but  the  right  to  fovercignty,  and  to  national  propert)\      Con- 
tributions, indeed,  arc    levied  ;  but  when   arc  they  levied  ?    It   is 
*hen  a  temporary  poiTcflTion  is  fuppofed,  and  they  are  admitted  for 
the  fubfiftencc  of  your  own  army,  and  to  take  away  the  fupport  of 
your  enemy.     Their  acknowledged  definition,   CoUatio  pecuniarum, 
^^'-arumque  rerum,  ad  pretendum  exeratuniy  hoftllibus  Juhdltis  faSfa^ 
\  'wcs  that  they  can  only  be  levied  on  an  enemy, .    He  tliat  can  no 
•'■^jer  rcfift,  is  ip  longer  an  enemy  ;  and  ail  tliat  the  people  then 
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owe  IS  all^iance,  and  the  Sovereign  proteclion.  To  know,  xh: 
in  the  cafe  of  thefe  iflands,  tlye  conqueft  was  complete,  when  the 
contributions  were  levied,  we  need  only  Cftnfult  the  proclarmtiors 
themfelves,  which  inflicted  them;  nor^^nll  it  be  dertied,  that  it 
that  time  the  inhabitants  had  been  admitted  to  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. 

If  thefe  doi^rines  were  true  at  all  times,  how  much  more  fef- 
cibly  did  they  apply  in  a  war,  the  objeft  of  which  was  fccurity,  r  t 
gain,  and  in  a  conqueft  exnrefsly  undertaken  for  proteflion,  ar:! 
not  for  plunder.      If  we  were  to  determine  this  qucftion  by  refir- 
ring  to  precedents,  nothing  could  be  more  decifivc.     Various  pre- 
cedents had  been  adduced,  but  none  of  which,   unlefs  it  were  thr 
of  St.  Euftatius,  v/cre  in  the  fmalleft  degree  applicable.     Butwbv 
not  rcfort  to  the  numerous  precedents  which  muft  be  cxadMy  in  point' 
The  Weft- India  iflands  ^ad  been  frequeptly  captured  by  us  and  by 
our  enemies  within  the  period  referred  to.     They  had  been  taken 
under  various  circumftances,  and  in  fomc  cafes  after  the  moft  vTg»- 
rous  refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants.     Mr.  Bi^rham  ven' 
into  a  detail  of  thefe  captures,  and  challenged  any  man  tofliewthatin 
any  inftance  the  rights  now  aflTumcd  had  been  ever  thought  of,  and 
offered  to  reft  the  whole  of  his  cafe  on  the  decifion  of  this  one  poinr. 
As  to  St.  Euftatius,  he  did  not  think  that  precedent  could  be  much 
relied  on  by  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  at  the  time  fo  ftrongly  con- 
demned it ;  and  he  defied  them  to  (hew  any  thing  that  had  been 
done  at  St.  Euftatius,  which  had  not  been  done  here.     But  admit- 
ting the  authority  of  this  precedent,  it  would  not  bear  them  out.— 
Though  die  cafe  of  St,  Euftatius  was  fomewhat  anomalous,  thfrarfi 
it  was  a  conqueft,  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  deftrudion,  yet  in 
no  inftance  the  property  of  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the  countn  ws 
touched.     And  there  was  this  great  difference  of  all,  that  what  vas 
done  there,  was  fimpiy  an  adt,  whereas  here  the  very  principle  Melt 
was  maintained.   .  "  Oh  !"  faid  Mr.  Barham,  «  that  the  illullrlous 
perfon  [Mr.  Burke]  who  moved  for  that  inquiry,  were  ftill  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe !    he   furely  never  could  have  fuficred  a  caufe  fo 
much  greater  to  fall  into  hands  fo  much  lefs  able  to  condufliV." 

In  one  view  more  he  had  ftill  to  confidcr  this  proceeding  of  the 
Commanders.  It  was  contrary  to  their  inftruflions.  Thcon/f 
title  which  the  captors  ever  had  to  bootjs  was  derived  from  the  Pnic 
aft.  Whoever  confulted  this,  would  find,  that  what  bootr  ^» 
ik  defcribed  in  the  2d  and  3d  feftion,  where  the  word /irfr(/i  is  n^' 
ver  omitted,  excluding  ncecffafily  all  the  property  which  ws  not 
found  within  thclnclofure  of  a  fortrcfs.  Whoever  looked  at  the  in- 
ftrudlions,  to  which  the  Commanders  on  this  expedition  vcrc  re* 
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tarred,  would  find  no  mention  of  what  was  booty^  except  in  thofe 
jivcn  to  Lord  Rodney  ;  and  in  thefe  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the 
zountry  were  exprcfsly  exempted.  Under  what  pretence,  then, 
ci^uld  theie  confifcations  and  contributions  be'impofed  on  all  the 
proprietors  in  the  iflands,  without  violating  both  the  general  and 
the  feparate  inftrudtions  ? 

Thefc  contributions  were  then  every  way  to  be  condemned  ;  they 
vcre  inconfiftent  with  the  promifes  tliat  had  been  held  out ;  they 
were  not  warranted  by  the  refiftance  that  had  been  made  ;'  they 
were  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  in  general,  and  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  policy,  which  peculiarly  applied  to  thcprcfent  cafe.     They 
were  not  juf^ificd  by  any  former  pradice,  and  they  were  in  oppoii* 
tion  to  every  inftrudlion  that  had  now  been  given.     In  defence  of 
them,  it  was  faid,  that  no  complaints  had  been  made  in  the  iflands 
at  the  time.     But  what  would  this  lead  to  if  it  were  true  ?     No 
complaints  were  made  again  A  the  Commanders  during  their  govern-- 
meat,  but  were  referved  till  their  authority  was  no  more.     He 
vithednot  to  draw  the  concluGon.     Thefadt,  however,  was  not 
true.     The  proclamations  tliemfelves  fufficiently   (hew,  that  they 
vrcie  both  oppofcd  and  complained  of.     He  had  in  his  hand  a  pe-* 
tition  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lucia,  which  he  read,  and  on  the 
authenticity  of  which,  if  it  (hould  be  queftioned,  he  was  ready  to 
reft  the  whole  of  the  cafe.     This  petition,  after  reprefenting  their 
utter  inability  to  pay  the  contribution  of  300,0001.. which  had  been 
demanded,  appealed  to  the  promifes  which  had  been  made  to  them, 
to  the  tcftimony  of  the  army  and  navy,  that  in  no  cafe  they  had  re- 
fiftcd,  to  the  confctoufnefs  which  the  Commanders  muft  have  o£ 
their  innocence,  and  to  the  pity,  tlie  generofity,  and  juftice  of  the 
Britifli  charaiSler. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  proceedings  being  flopped  by  orders 
irora  home,  the  proclamations  were  virtually  annulled,  and  there- 
fore that  any  farther  mcafurc  was  fuperfluous.     How  could  tliis  be 
nuiintained  ?    Could  a  lefs  authority  repeal,  than  that  which  had 
enacted  ?    ^0  Ugatur  eo  Jolvitur^  was  an  axiom^  he  thought,  that 
fio  man  could  difpute.    Cduld'private  letters  from  Miniflers,  which 
no  where  appeared,   do  away  proclamations  iffued  in  the  King's 
name?  What,  after  all,  did  thcfc  letters  do? — Had  they  condemn- 
^  the  principle,  or  only  fufpended  the  proceedings?    If  fo,  might 
If  not  be  faid  that  the  proceedings  were  only  fufpended  from  tempo- 
'^  confiderations  ?  They  might  at  any  time  be  renewed  \  for  he. 
contended,  that  till  recalled  by  equal  authority,  the  proclamations 
remained  in  force.     For  thefe  reafons,   he  truftcd  that  the  Houfe 
^ould  come  to  a  declaration  on  the  fubje<5t,  and  that  no  (hlft  would 
Vgu  XLI.  3  P 
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be  made  to  get  tid  of  it  by  the  previous  queftion.  It  was  now  be- 
fore them  in.  a  way  that  they  could  not  avoid  it ;  they  muft  eitfaer 
condemn  the  principle,  or  confirm  it  for  ever.  He  concluded  by 
moving, 

**  That  an 'humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfiy,  rcprc- 
fenting  that  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  that  certain  proclamations  woe 
Hfued  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  in  the  ifland  of  Mar- 
tinique, and  dated  May  the  i  oth  and  2 1  ft>  1 7  941  which  this  Hode 
conceives  to  contain  principles  not  warranted  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  of  dangerous  precedent  in  all  future  cafes  of  hofiility,  and 
which  occaiioned  great  alarm  anddilTatisfadlon  in  His  Majefty's  co- 
lonies ;  and"  therefore  humbly  praying  His-Majcfty,  that  he  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fuch  meafures  for  recalling  the  fame,  and 
removing  the  apprchenlion  of  his  faithful  fubjcds,  a^  to  His  Ma- 
jefly  (hall  feem  good." 

Mr.  MANNING,  in  riling  to  fecond  tfie  mottoRy  began  widi 
vindicating  the  memory  of  General  Dundas,  upon  whofe  charaScr 
no  imputation  was  intended  to  be' throi/^'n.  He  referred  to  the  dc- 
elaration  publifhed  in  1 793>  as  explanatory  of  the  principles  upon 
whicK  the  war  was  to  have  been  condudkd,  :^nd  from  which  he 
conceived  the  proclamations  which  it  was  the  objc<ft  of  the  prcfent 
motion  to  difavow,  to  be  a  wide  deviation.  He  referred  alfo  to  the 
inftruAions  to  the  Commanders  in  the  Wcff  Indies^  which,  in 
fpeaking  of  booty,  expreffily  excepted  the  property  of  the  fettled  in- 
habitants^; that  very  fpecies  of  property  againft  which  the  procla- 
mations were  diredted.  He  found  himfclf  called  upon  to  fupport 
the  ftiotion  not  merely  as  a  Weft-India  merchant  who  had  a  conti- 
derablc  intereft  in  that  quarter,  but  as  a  Britifh  fubjeft  who  de- 
manded that  the  charadler  of  the  nation  Ihould  be  vindicated  from 
the  reproach  of  injufticc.  The  affidavit  of  General  Myers  dated 
that  a  general  refiftance  had  been  made  to  the  Briiifh  arms  in  the 
idand  of  Martinique.  It  was  to  be  recollc6h:d  that  this  ifland  was 
thirty  leagues  in  length,  and  feven  in  breadth,  from  which  it  would 
appear  how  far  it  was  probable  that  fuch  a^  refiftance  had  been  made. 
He  could  refer  to  many  former  inftances,  where  there  had  been  a 
confiderable  degree  of  refiftance ;  and  yet,  no  fuch  principles  as  thofc 
contained  in  the  Proclamations,  had  been  attempted  to  be  enforced. 
As  a  proof  of  the  loyal  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Martinique, 
he  quoted  the  authority  of  General  Bruce,  who  mentioned,  that 
800  French  planters  had  taken  up  arms  ia  the  Britifh  caufc,  all  of 
whom  muft  have  cither  been  removed  or  mafTacred ;  yet  there  ap- 
peared no  evidence  that  in  the  late  expedition  any  fteps  had  been 
taken  to  fccure  their  property  for  the  ufc  of  their  heirs.     As  an  ad- 
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litional  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  ia  tliat  quarter,  he 
lacedy  that  at  the  time  appointed  for  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
he  concourfc  was  fo  great,  that  the  perfon  employed  to  adniini^er  the 
Mth,  was  obliged  to.  fend  many  of  them  away.     He  referred  to 
the  dinin<£Hon  between  the  laws  of  war  and  the  riglits  of  conqueft. 
When  the  conqueft  took  place  in  the  iilands,  no  refervation  had  been 
made  of  the  rights  of  war ;  the  inhabitants  took  the  oaths  of  .allegi* 
ance,  and  were  recognised  as  Briti(h  fubjeds  ;  yet  foon  after  an  af- 
fcmbly  was  convened  for  the  purpofoof  levying  a  contribution,  who, 
br  declining  to  meet,  gave  evident  proof -of  their  diflatisfa6lion.— - 
The  firft  infiance  of  contribution  had  taken  place  in  St.  Lucia. 
A  fum  of  30Q,oooL  was  impofed,  which  was  aftenvard  reduced 
to  150,0001.    Of  this,  the  largcft  fum  faid  to  have  been  raifed 
amounted  to  35,0001.   a  plain  fymptom  diat  the  original  impoH- 
tion  was  felt  to  be  exotbitant  and  opprcfli  ve.  ,  But  it  had  been  urged 
that  during  the.command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis, 
no  complaints  had  been  Iranfmitted  to  this  country.     The  reafon 
vas  cafily  accounted  for :  no  notary  could  be  found  to  draw  up  a 
rcmonftrancc,  with  the  certainty  of  incurring  the  difplcafure  of  the 
Superior  Council,  and  the  confequent  rifk  of  being  expelled  from 
the  Iflands.      He  inftanced  fome  particular  cafes  of  oppreflion  which 
had  taken  place.     He  aiErmed  the  proclamations  of  the  i  oth  of 
April  and  the  a  i  ft  of  May,  to  be  neither  juftif^ed  by  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations  nor  the  pra£tice  of  former  times.     He  con- 
traded  the  corxluft  of  the  Marquis  of  Boullic  with  refpe6t  to  St. 
Kitt's,  with  that  whichhad  been  obferved  by  the  Britilh  Commnn- 
<iers.     After  the  French  had  taken  the  ifland,  hq  himfcif  continued 
regularly  to  receive  his  remittances  through  Oftend,   Bruges,  or 
Hamburgh,     The  complaint  on  this  oocafion  had  been  afcribed  en- 
ti^ly  to  difappointed  fpeculators.     He  himfelf  had  received  hun- 
dreds of  letters  from  refpeftable  planters  in  different  places,   un- 
connected with  commerce,    and  not  perfonally  intcrefted   in  the 
French  Weft-India  iflands,   that  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
fhc  condudl  of  the  Britiftx  Commanders.     From  thefe  letters  he 
ihould  read  fome  extracts  to  the  Houfe.     Thefe  extrads  talked  of 
^  inhuman  and  avaricious  conduct  of  the  Britifti  Commanders  as 
having  fixed  a  ftain  upon  the. name  of  the  country  ;  and  of  the  ex- 
cxamplc  which  they  hadcxhibited  of  rapacity  and  oppreffion  as  be- 
*^SC2ilculated  in  a  reverfe  of  fortune  to  produce  a  moft  dangerous  re- 
taliation on  the  part  of  the  French.     He  remarked,  that  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  proclamations  great  ftrefs  might  be  laid  on  what  had 
formerly  taken  place :in  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,    a  precedent 
^hich,  he  believed,   however,  would  not  tc  very  popubir  in  the 
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country.  But  in  that  cafe  he  remarked  there  was  a  diilindion  from 
the  prefcnt,  the  Commanders  had  been  particularly  infiru6led  to 
take  poiTefllon  of  that  idand  as  a  hoftile  arfenal.  In  the  oourfe  ot 
his  fpeech^  Mr.  Manning  entered  into  a  definition  of  what  was  to 
be  confidered  as  booty,  which  he  confined  to  the  delcripdon  given 
under  the  prize  z&,  and  gave  as  his  opinion  that  the  rights  of  con- 
qucft  confided  merely  in  the  cxercife  of  l^al  fovcreignty ;  Ac  Isws 
of  war  only  applied  to  the  inftances  in  which  a  place  was  taken  ty 
fiorm,  and  could  not  be  fuppbfed  to  exift  with  rcfpe<3  to  the  fubju-l 
gation  of  an  extended  territory.  He  concluded,  that  the  objed  m 
the  motion  was  to  call  for  a  difavowal  of  the  procIamatic»is ;  it  was 
only  calling  upon  Minifters  to  do  in  public  what  they  had  alrrady 
done  in  privatCi  by  inftru<Sions  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  annulling 
thofe  proclamations.  Confidering  that  difavowal  to  be  ncccffaiy 
upon  principles  of  reafon,  juftice,  and  found  policy,  he  felthimlclt 
ibrenuoufly  bound  to  concur  in  fupporting  the  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  though  on  a  former  occafion  when  thi 
fubje£l  was  darted,  he  was  anxious  to  offer  himfelf  as  late  as  p  (- 
fiblc  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe :  after  the  two  extraordinurv 
fpceches  which  they  had  now  heard,  extraordinary  he  would  ciil 
them,  as  applied  to  the  motion  which  they  were  intrnded  to  fuppnr, 
he  felt  himfelf  equally  anxious  to  rife  as  foon  as  poflible  in  ordi.T  to 
obviate  the  efFefts  which  they  were  calculated  to  produce.  If  ihr 
honourable  gentlemen  had  really  felt  the  rcludbmcc  which  they  pre- 
tended to  bringing  forward  the  motion,  the  difavowal  of  the  pnxl^i- 
inations  which  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  letters  of  th^ 
Secretary  of  State,  might  have  fuflSciently  fatisfied  their  apprrficn- 
iions  as  to  any  confequences  that  might  have  been  produced  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  If  they  had  been  fincere  in  the  wilh  which  they  liaJ 
exprefted,  of  not  giving  pain  to  the  feelings  of  gallant  Commanders, 
would  they  have  had  rccourfe  to  the  line  of  argument  which  tl/y 
had  adopted,  in  bringing  forward  a  motion  which,  though  not  irfclt 
a  charge  againft  thofe  Commanders,  was  fui>ported  by  charges, 
which,  if  true,  there  was  no  puniftiment  for  their  delinqlicncT 
which  could  be  too  feverc  ?  If  thcfc  proclamations  had  been  at- 
.  tacked  merely  upon  the  general  principle;  if  ground  of  accufatiui 
had  not  been  fought  from  matter  not  at  all  conneiSled  with  the  pm- 
clamations,  (that  they  might  be  carelefsly  worded  he  would  not  de- 
ny)  he  would  have  left  to  others  better  acquainted  with  the  law  of 
nations  to  have  undertaken  their  defence,  and  not  have  come 
forward  on  a  queftion,  with  refpedl  to  which  he  felt  more  anx- 
lety  than  he  had  ever  experienced  in  any  former  difcuflion.  As  to 
PW  commander  in  whom  be  was  particulaiy  interefted,  and  to  m  hoft 
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charafler  tlie  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  afcribe  to 
zniftake,   inadvertence^  or  mifinformation,  exprefTing  at  the  fame 
time  a  hope  that  the  teftimonial  would  not  be  difclained  by  him. 
That  teftimonial,  he  muft  fay,  loil  its  value  from  what  had  fol- 
lowed ;  when  he  heard  of  the  inhuman  and  avaricious  condudl  of 
Britifli  Commanders,  when  he  heard  of  their  rapacity  and  oppref- 
iion,  ad  calculated  to  fix  a  Aain  upon  the  Briti(h  name,  and  to  fet 
to  their  enemies  an  example  of  the  mod  dangerous  retaliation,  if  he 
muft  not  fay  that  he  did  not  difdain  a  tribute  of  applaufe*  followed 
up  with  fuch  epithets,  he  at  lead  would  fay  that  to  him  it  had  no 
value  whatever.     The  two  honourable  gentlemen  had  fupportcd  the 
motion  upon  difiercnt  principles,  which,  though  not  very  diftinA 
in  their  ilatement,  he  would  endeavour  to  feparate  in  the  difcuflion. 
It  had  been  aiferted  firft,  that  the  proclamations  were  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations.     But  though  the  objedlipn  had 
been  made  on  the  ground  of  principles,  it  had  been  chiefly  fupported 
upon  an  enumeration  of  fad^s.    It  had  been  broadly  ftated  that 
cvciy  thing  done  at  St.  EuAatius  had  been  done  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion.    There  was  fome  confufion  as  to  other  topics.    At  one  time 
the  Houfe  were  told  of  tlie  danger  of  rcfcUiation,  in  confequencc  of 
the  cruelty  experienced  by  the  fubjefls  of  the  French  Government : 
at  another  the  complaint  was,  that  our  own  fupporters  and  allies, 
had  not  been  treated  with  proper  regard.     As  to  the  cruelty  expe- 
rienced by  fubjefls  of  the  French  Governmenti  he  had  always  heard 
that  the  prefent  war  on  the  part  of  the  French  was  a  war  of  plun- 
der, rapine,  and  devaftation ;    that  it  was  carried  on  by  them  in 
oppofition  to  all  order,  humanity,  and  religion — the  Weft-India 
merchants, had  joined  in  this  reprefentation ;  but  it  now  appeared 
that  the  faft  was  quite  the  reverfe — that  the  French  were  a  mode^ 
rate,  humane,  and  equitable  people,  and  that  no  apprehenfions  were 
to  be  entertained  from  them  except  fo  for  as  they  mighi  be  influenced 
to  retaliation  by  the  example  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion  aflForded  by 
Great  Britain,  in  the  profecution  of  the  conteft.      It  has  been  in^ 
finuated,  that  the  misfortunes  in  Grenada  and  the  other  Wert- 1 n- 
4a  iilands  have  been  owing  to  the  oppreflion  and  rapacity  of  the 
Britiih  Commanders :    as  well  might  they  trace  the  difartcrs  in 
Flanders  to  the  fame  fource.     What  could  be  more  abfurd  than  to 
fuppofe  that  proclamations  which  had  been  annulled,  and  not  adlcd 
upon,  (hould  have  occafioncd  the  fubfequent  devaftations  in  Ginda- 
loupc  and  Grenada.     Objections  had  been  taken  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  wording  of  the'proclamations  had  been  attempted  to  be 
explained.     What,  however,  could  be  more  evident  than  th.it  by 
the  cxprcflion,  the  value  of  the  conqueft,  nothing  more  \^as  meant 
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than  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to  be  confitcated,  and  not  foidT 
the  value  of  the  fee  fimple  of  the  ifland  i  Great  complaints  bad 
1)een  made  oh  account  oJF  the  pcoclamations  not  having  been  tian{- 
snitted  to  this  country.  Sir  Charles  Grey  in  his  letter  a&igned  the 
Teafons  why  that  had  not  been  done.  As  to  their  being  tnaccunte, 
it  appeared  upon  the  fece  of  the  proclamations  themfelves  that  the 
tranflations  muft  be  inaccurate.  On  the  .fubjc&  of  the  rights  cf 
•conqueft,  it  had  been  ftated,  that  the  moment  refidance  oeafesj  a 
Iqgal.foveTcignty  fucceeds;  and  the  people  who  are  fubji;^icd  came 
under  the  protedion  of  the  conquerors.  He  always  had  underflood, 
that  when  terms  had  been  refufed^  when  the  utmofi  refiftanoe  had 
t)een  made,  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  vanquiflied  became  fub- 
je6l  to  the  Sovereign  whofe  troops  occupied  their  territory.  Sixh 
^ras  the  dodrinc  which  prevailed  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  which 
-wras  not  carried  in  the  proclamations  beyond  what  -was  allowed  by 
tlie  mitigated  pradice  of  modern  times,  it  had  been  ftated  alio 
tliat  the  foldiers  had  no  right  to  booty,  except  of  the  defcription  de- 
fined in  the  priz^  ad.  The  prize  a£t  applied  only  to  that  fpecic^ 
of  booty  which  belonged  to  thecaptors;  it  did  not  lefllen  the  rigk 
of  majefty  to  that  booty,  which  was  uniformly  the  reward  of  coa- 
quefl  in  eveiy  inflance  where  refinance  had  been  puihed  to  its  ut- 
tnoR  limits.  Under  this  deicription  bf  booty  the  proclamations  in- 
cluded nothing  but  the  (lores  and  produce  of  the  planters,  wback 
had  been  manufatS^ured  and  packed  up  for  exportation  before  the 
23d  of  March;  and  this  booty  had  been  afligned  Co  the  foldien 
only  under  grant  of  His  Maje%y  and  fubject  to  his  future  difpolal. 
By  their  proceeding  on  this  occafion  the  Commanders  had  (hewB 
themfelves  anxious  to  maintain  at  once  the  rights  of  the  Sovereign^ 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  foldicry.  Even  for  the  fake  of  the  conquer* 
cd  country,  fuch  a  procedufe  was,  perhapsi  the  moft  defiraUe. 
If  the  foldiers  were  not  to  be  allowed  what  they  felt  to  be  a  due  re- 
ward of  their  labours,  they  would  conceive  that  they  had  a  right  te 
take  it.  What  they  now  thankfully  accepted  as  a  boon,  they  would 
then  extort  by  violence ;  smd  inftead  of  a  moderate  contribution,  a 
fyftcm  of  univerfal  plunder  would  follow.  The  Commanders  thea 
<lid  not  want  for  tlicir  conduct  the  apology  which  had  been  afiigned 
them  of  mifhke,  inadvertence,  or  mifinformation :  they  had  aAed 
from  a  fenfe  of  doty,  from  xeal  for  the  rights  of  their  Sovereign* 
and  from  regard  to  the  difcipline  of  the  troops  under  th^ir  command. 
1'hcir  conduct  was  even  fuch  as  from  enlightened  views  of  policy 
\rould  be  found  ultimately  moft  conducive  to  the  peace  and  fecurity 
of  the  cotiqucred  country.  On  this  occafion  reference  had  bcco 
made  to  their  iAllrudions,     On  infpcdting  thefe  inlfarudiions,  he 
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vas  blind  enough  to  think  that  they  fumiftied  a  complete  vindica- 
ion,  not  only  for  what  they  had  done,  but  for  what  they  intended 
0  do.     It  had  been  fuppofed  that  there  exiftcd  no  right  to  bootjv 
rxcqjt  the  capture  of  a  f6rtified  place.     So  far  was  this  from  being 
^cciftcd,  that  in  one  copy  of  inftruflions  relative  to  booty,  mention 
cvas  made  of  what  might  be  taken  in  a  fettlement,  and  in  another 
rtic  general  cafe  was  put  of  a  conquered  country.     Even  in  inftances 
L-f  capitulation  a  certain  right  of  booty  had  been  referved  to  the  So- 
vereign and  the  troops ;  and  in  cafes  of  ftorm  a  larger  pfoportiorr 
had  been  allotted  to  the  foldicrs,    becaufe  they  on  fuch  occaiions^ 
were  neccffarily  cxpofed  to  a  greater  degree  of  fatigue  and  danger. 
Mr.  Grey  here  quoted  from  hiftory  examples  of  the  praflice  to 
which  he  alluded.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned  what 
had  taken  place  at  St.  Euftatius  as  a  precedent  of  no  very  good' 
authority,  and  not  very  likely  to  be  popular  with  the  country.    He 
had  faid,  that  if  aiwther  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burke)  now 
no  longer  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,    who  had  brought  for?^  ard 
the  conduA  of  the  Commanders  at  St.  Euftatius,   had  been  now 
prcfcnt,  he  ihculd  not  have  been  under  the  neceflity  to  come  for- 
ward.    He  was  reminded,  indeed,  Aat  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  complained  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Rodney  and  General  Vaug- 
han,  had,  after  the  I2th  of  April,   dropped  all  proceedings,  and 
c^'cn  faid,.  that  if  there  was  a  bald  fpot  on  the  head  of  Lord  Rodney 
he  would  cover  it  with  a  laurel.     Would  he  then,  after  the  brilli.- 
ant  fcrvices  performed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  have  been  the  perfon  ta 
have  come  forward  with  a  charge  of  crimination  againft  the  Com- 
manders at  the  head  of  the  expedition  ?      So  much  for  the  wording 
of  the  proclamation.     He  would  now  examine  how  far  it  had  beea 
afled  upon.     The  moment  that  it  had  been  known  to  the  Com- 
Rttndcrs  that  it  occafioned  difcontent  and  diflatisfaftion,  or  had  la 
the  fmalleft  degree  been  confidei:cd  as  oppreflive,  it  had  immediately 
l^ecn  annulled.     As  it  was  impoflible  to  lay  down  a  precife  rule 
^hcrc  d«re  was  fo  much  room  for  the  exercife  of  difcretion,  it  was 
impoffiblc  to  fay  whether  the  proclamations  were  right  or  wrongs 
txcept  feme  method  could  be  contrived  to  take  into  confideratwn  all 
|Dc  citcumftjinces  of  the  country  at  the  moment  in  which  they  were 
iffued.     It  had  been  faid,    that  the  contents  of  the  proclamations 
'herein  dirc<S  oppofition  to  the  declaration  of  the  ift  of  Januar}'. 
"^^  it  muft  firft  be  neccffary  to  (hew  that  the  declaration  had  been 
accepted.     It  was  faid,  that  the  terms  held  out  in  that  declaration 
^^tc  cither  proteflion  or  removal ;  protedHon  to  tliofe  who  fubmitted 
^hcmfclves,  and  removal  of  fuch  as  (hould  be  found  refradlory.— 
"gentlemen,  however,  read  the  conclufion  of  tliat  paper,  tliey 
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mighti  perhapsy  find  another  alternative.     The  condufion  was,  that 
**  All  fuch  perfons  as  in  contempt  of  His  Majcfty's  gracious  and 
benevolent  intention,  ihould  dare  to  oppofe  this  declaration,  (hall 
be  treated  as  enemies,  and  remain  expofed  to  all  the  evils  which  the 
operations  of  war  cannot  fail  to  bring  over  their  j^ons  and  pro- 
perty.    Did  not  this  in  the  planed  manner  point  out  csopfilcationy 
and  all  the  other  confcquences  authorized  by  the  ri^ts  of  cooqucQ  ? 
The  paper  was  intended  to  contain  an  inducement  to  fubmiiEon. 
Though  the  motion  was  confined  to  Martinique,    an  honourable 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  travel  into  St.  Lucia  for  hAs  in 
order  to  fupport  it.     It  was  material  to  be  afcertained  whedier  the 
inhabitants  of  Martinique  did  not  rcdft^   in  diredl  of^pc^tion  to 
what  had  been  afferted.     He  would  prove  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Martinique  did  generally  refift,  that  they  had  not  aided  the  prqgrdi 
of  the  Briti(h  troops,    even  by  intelligence ;  he  would  prove  it  by 
the  evidence  of  die  whole  army ;  he  would  prove  it  by  fa<9s  them- 
ielves.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  fo  far  back  as  the  ex- 
pedition of  General  Bruce;  but  wliat'had  he  proved  by  his  (ate* 
ment,  but  that  the  great  majority  in  Martinique  were  decidedly  at- 
tached to  the  Convention ;  and  that  the  others,  w^ho  had  lided  with 
the  Britiih^    had  been  (ince  expelled,    or  mafTacred  i     He  would 
now  proceed  to  examine  the  curious  memorial  and  affidavit  which 
had  not  been  permitted  by  the  Houfe  to  lie  upon  the  tabic.    Takir^ 
the  memorial  from  its  contents,   not  knowing  Mr.  TheUuilbn,  bv 
whom  it  was  figncd,  whether  he  was  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  ct 
another  of  the  fame  name,  he  had  formerly  aflTcrted  what  he  (bouli 
again  repeat,    that  it  was  a'  feries  of  faifehood  from  be^nii^  to 
end,    and  that  the  afHdavit  upon  whicli  it  was  grounded,  was  :i^ 
inftancc  of  the  groflcft  perjury.     If,  as  he  undcrdood,  the  gentle- 
man by  whom  the  memorial  was  figned,  was  a  merchant  of  emi- 
'  nence,  it  would  well  become  him  to  confider  what  he  was  doii^« 
and  to  examine  the  public  difputches,  before,  upon  the  evidence  ot 
one,  who  is  declared  to  be  a  notoriouily  good  man,  but,  who  is  h 
notorioufly  good,  that  die  gentleman  who  thus  characlerized'hiin* 
would  not  undertake  to  fupport  his  all^tion  upon  oath ;  befonr, 
upon  fuch  evidence,  he  ventured  to  attack  the  charadler,   and  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  rcfpe£lab!e  Commanders,  he  would  firft  (how 
fuch  circumftances  upon  the'  face  of  the  memorial^    as  evidcntlv 
proved  its  falfity ;  and  fecondly,  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe,  a 
ftatemcnt  of  fads,  fupported  by  gentlemen  of  undoubted  veraclt)\ 
whofe  evidence  he  was  ready  to  produce  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  B ARHAM  here  called  Mr.  Grey  to  order.    He  faid,.that  as 
the  memorial  in  qucilion  had  been  rcjeded  by  the  Houfe,  and  ai 
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nothing  had  been  ibunded  upon  it  by  him  or  his  honourable  friehd^ 
lie  conceived  it  improper  to  make  itthe  fubjedt  of  comment. 

The  SPEAKER  called  thb  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  point 
before  them.  As  the  memorial  had  not  been  permitted  to  be  laid 
jpon  the  table,  it  might  not  be  ftri6Uy  regular  to  make  it  the  fubje6t 
:A  comment  ;  but  it  was  to  be  recolle(fled,  that  the  memorial  had 
been  publiihed  and  diftributed  to  Members  of  that  Houfe^  and  as 
it  went  to  impute  blame  to  the  condud  of  the  honourable  Com- 
manders, he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  whether  it  was  not  proper  for 
tny  Member  to  remark  on  it  as  a  publication,  with  a  view  to  the 
vindication  of  their  charaftcr. 

Mr.  GREY  contended  that  he  had  a  right  to  (emark  on  the 
memorial  as  a  publication,  and  the  affidavit  witli  which  it  was  ac- 
companied.     Both  went  to  throw  afperfions  on  die  chanufler  of  the 
Commanders  in  the  Wefl'Indies.     The  charges  againfl:  them  had 
been  now  in  circulation  for  fix  months.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  at  laft  come  forward  as  their  accufers,  and  were  not  they 
to  be  admitted  to  be  heard  in  their  defence  ?     There  was  nothing 
in  the  memorial  which  had  not  betn  transferred  to  the  fpeeches^ 
tvo  parts  of  which  were  not  at  all  to  the  purpofe,  and  which  he 
would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  notice  in  his  anfwcr.     This  Mr. 
Malefpine  ilates,  that  when  the  town  of  St.  Kerre  received  tlic  firft 
fummons  from  His  Majedy's  Commanders,  the  white  ihliabitants 
were  fo  abfolutely  at  the  difpofal  of  the  negroes  and  people  of  co- 
lour,   that  they  could  not  manifeft  their  dcfire  of  furrendering. 
The  town  of  St.  Pierre  I\ad  at  no  time  been  difpofed  to  the  Bridih 
caiufc.     Why  then  ihould  Mr.  Malefpine  have  taken  refuge  in 
the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  which  had  been  the  fource  of  all  the  troubles 
in  Martinique,  when  remaining  in  the  open  country,  he  might  at 
Icaft  have  (hewn  his  pacific  difpofitions,  an8,    if  fo  inclined,  have 
tffordcd  afliftance  to  the  Britifh  arms  ?    Mr.  Malefpine  ftatcs  that 
after  the  proclamation  was  iffucd,  the  inhabitants  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  j  juft  as  if  the  oath  had  immediately  followed  the  date 
of  the  proclamation.     The  imprcflion  intended  to  be  produced  by 
iHis  TOode  of  ftatcment,  was  fufficiently  obvious.     Mr,  Grey  faid^ 
^t  he  would  now  proceed  to  the  ftatcment  of  fa6ls,  in  fupport  of 
^hidi  he  could  produce  the  evidence  of  a  number  of  refpedable 
officers,  who  were  attending  near  that  Houfe,    if  their  tetliinony  . 
p^ouW  be  required.     Thefc  were  the  officers  who  had  commanded 
^n  the  dilFerent  divifions  who  had  made  their  attack  on  feveral  parts 
of  the  ifland,  and  who  had  notcxpcrienced  the  fmalicft  afliftance  or 
*^Pport  fixmi  one  white  inhabitant.     With  a  view  to  injare  the 
«mcof  the  Commanders,  the  fervice  had  been  attempted  to  be  dc- 
Voi.XLL  3  Q, 
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predated.     It  had  been  faid  that  die  conqueft  had  coft  only  twenty 
eight  days ;  "when  in  reality  it  had  talcen  up  from  the  6th  of  Fcbniaiy 
to  the  25  th  of  March ;  and  that  only  84  men  had  been  loft,  when 
it  ivould  be  found  from  the  returns  that  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  between  two  and  three  hundred.   While  die 
gentlemen  who  have  brought  forward  the  motion  have  been  careful 
to  pafs  over  every  thing  unfavourable  to  their  purpofc,  Acy  have 
been  equally  afTiduous  to  pervert  known  hiSts,  and  to  bring  forward 
others  entirely  void  of  foundation.     Malefpinc  fays  that  die  whites 
.  were  reftraincd  by  fear  of  the  blacks,  and  the  people  of  colour.— 
Whereas  from  the  ftatemcnt  it  would  appear  that  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the  whites;   that  they  nuinncd  the 
works,  and  worked  the  guns  ;   and  that  almoft  all  thofe  who  were 
killed  were  whites.     Mr.  Grey  faid,    that  as  it  might  now  be 
dc;emed  too  late  in  the  fdOTion  to  enter  into  the  inquiry^   he  would 
read  the  report  of  tlie  officers  in  their  own  words.     He  here  read 
the  report  of  the  officers  who  commanded  tlie  difllerent  divilions  in 
the  attack  on  Martinique,  .of  which  the  following  is  a  copy- 
To  Gcaeral  Sir  CHARLES  GREY,  K,  B.  &c.  &c. 

We  whofc  names  are  hereto  fubfcribcd,  Officer*  ia  His  Majcfly**  tnny, 
fcrring  under  your  command  at  the  conqueft  of  the  French  iiland  ot 
Martinique,  in  the  months  of  February  and  March,  1794*  havbgbccn 
informed  that.the  means  by  which  that  conquefl  was  accompli(hed«  sid 
the  circumftanccs  attending  it,  have  been  very  much  mifrcprcfcntc<i» 
with  a  view  not  only  to  anTwer  the  intcrellcd  purpofci  of  individuali  re- 
iident  in,  or  connected  with  the  inhabitants  of,  that  iiland  ;  butlikewife 
to  call  in  queAion  the  propriety  of  yourcondudt  at  Commander  in  Chief ; 
wc  think  it  our  duty  to  report  to  you  fuch  tranfadBons,  fadh,  and  cir- 
cumflances,  as  took*  place  or  occurred  within  our  perfona]  knowledge  or 
obfervatioD,  either  coUc6tivcly  or  individually.  The  fa£b  and  tnnfx^ 
tions  we  are  about  to  narfate,  we  confider  as  ftated  t^nour  Lanaiir  as  Br't" 
tijb  Officers^  and  we  (lull  be  ready  to  fandtion  the  lame  by  our  (»ths> 
whenever  called  upon. 

We  think  it  ri^ht  to  preface  our  report,  by  dating*  that  we  hare  pc- 
rufcd  the  Memor«il  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  figned  by  Mr.  TheJJuwo, 
and  the  ai)id^.vit  of  Mr*  Malcfpine,  and  the  other  documents  contsuDcd 
in  a  pamphlet  pubUHicd  by  Mr.Tbrllviflbn,  and  dlftributed  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  die  lluufe  of  Commons  ;  wherever  .the  object  of  that  publication 
.might  be,  is  not  for  us  to  determine,  but  we  feel  purfelrcs  railed  upon, 
in  judice  to  ^our  condu£t  and  character,  to  ftate  unequirocally  thirmjny 
of  the  material  allegations  contained  in  the  merooriaU  and- Mr.  Male*' 
ipine's  affidavit,  arefalfe. 

We  fliall  not  content  ourfelves  with  making  this  aiTertion  in  ^sneral 
terms,  but  will  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  tranfadions  upon  which  ve 
found  it,  coniident  that  they  warrant  the  moft  decifive  contradi^ua  ^^ 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  papers  we  refer  tOy  •that  laogusje  csn 
fupply. 
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The  attack  upon  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  was  preceded  by  the  fummont 
lent  by  you  and  Sir  John  Jcrw,  early  in  the  month  of  February,  I794t 
by  Major  Mafon,  one  of  your  Aid-dc-Camps,  addrelTed  **  to  the  Major, 
Prcfidents  of  the  Manicipaliiics,  and  Citizens,  of  the  town  of  St.  Pierre, 
and  the  Commandant  of  the  troops,"  requiring  them  to  furrendcr  upon 
the  tcrmi  offered  in  the  proclamation  of  the  lA  of  January,  1794.  It 
iv'at  matter  of  notoriety  to  the  v?hoIe  army,  that  fo  far  from  the  fummons 
being  well  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  Major  Mafon  wa« 
treated  with  great  indignity,  and  refufed  admittance  into  the  town* 
The  refultA^vas,  that  a  detachment  of  the  array  proceeded  to  reduce  the 
town  of  St.  Pierre*  under  thecommand  of  Major  General  Dundas.  We 
wren  all  (except  Colonel  Chalmers,  and  Major  Burnett)  employed  in 
this  detachment  of  the  army,  the  object  of  which  was,  by  different  routs, 
CO  fecure  the  country  leading  to,  and  ultimately  to  attack  the  town.  As 
the  army  penetrated  into  the  ifland,  it  was  divided  into  different  columnt 
or  detachments,  to  attack  and  fecure  the  batteries,  redoubts,  and  other 
pofls  of  defence  formed  by  the  enemy,  to  rcfid  and  impede  its  paflage 
to,  and  to  protcdl  the  town.  Although  we  were  employed  in  different 
routs  and  detached  fervices,  yet,  ujwn  communicating  together,  we  find 
tha^  we  can,  without  a  iingle  exception,  unite  in  ilating,  that  very  great 
refinance  was  made  to  the  Britifh  forces  in  their  march  towards  the  town 
of  St.  Pierre,  as  well  as  towards  the  town  of  Trinitc  and  Fort  Bour- 
bon, and  that  this  refiflnnce  was  not  confined  to  the  French  military 
force,  ^///  tfje  planters  and  other  fwhite  inhabitant s  of  the  ifiancf,  joined  and 
fupported  the  public  force  ^  and  none  of  them  came  in  or  gave  ajjijlance  to  thi 
Britifi  forces f  or  fignified  any  intention  or  dejire  to  accept  the  terms  or  claim 
the  proteHlon  of  the  proclamation  of  the  \fi  ofjanvary^  '794*  Ifithe  different 
tillages  and  plantations  ive  pajfcd  through  on  onr  marchy  ivhere  planters  anS 
•X'hite  inhabitants  l^adaHuaily  refided^  *i\je found  that  they  had  uniformly  joined 
the  French  forces^  and  aJjUJled  in  manning  and  ivorking  the  forts  and  batteries 
oreBedfor  the  defence  of  the  ifland^  and  to  reffi  and  annoy  His  Maj^Jly's 
forces*  Having  dated  in  thefe  general  terms  the  conduft  of  the  planters 
and  other  white  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  we  beg  leave  each  individually 
to  detail  the  tranfac^ons  that  occurred  under  our  rcfpeftive  obfervation* 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Chalmers  was  employed  in  the  detachment  of  the 
army  commanded  by  Major  General  Dundas,  with  Whom  he  (Colonel 
Chalmers)  marched  to  the  camp  before  Fort  Bourbon,  where  he  was  em« 
ployed  during  the  fiege.  At  thegallionsncarihetown  of  Trinitc,  the  enemy 
were  found  ftrongly  polled  on  a  mountain,  from  whence  they  were  dri- 
ven after  a  confiderable  refiftancc,  and  they  were  Toon  after  wards  attack- 
ed and  forced  from  another  flrong  pofl  nearer  the  town.  Many  of  the 
<vhite  inhahitants  of  the  ifland  adtcd  in  defending  thefe  pods,  and  after  the 
Britffli  troops  took  poiTedion  of  them,  the  town  of  Trinitc  was  fet  on  fire 
by  the  French  forces,  with  a  view  to  reduce  as  much  as  poffiblc  the  value 
and  Importance  of  the  conqued.  Some  days  after  an  attack  was  mado 
u|)Qn  the  Biitid)  pods  of  Brunot,  Maltide,  and  Fouvachaud,  by  the 
French  forces,  and  many  of  the  perfo»s  employed  in  this  attack^  and  ivho 
aftervoards  retired into^  and  aj/tfied  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Bourbon^  ivere 
knovjn  to  be  ivhite  inhabitants  of  the  illand.  During  Colonel  Chalmers* 
marcb  through  the  idand,^and  his  employ  in  the  fiege  of  Fort  Bburboii> 
the  army  frequently  received  aflidancc  and  information  from  people  of 
colour  and  negroes,  but  in  no  oi$e  inflance  was  any  ajtftance  or fupport given 
tljem  by  the  *tvhite  inhabitants. 

Major  of  Brigade  O'Callaghan  was  attached  to  General  Dundas,  and 
was  the  officer  appointed  by  that  General  to  receive  the  tl^g  of  truce  fenc 
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from  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  to  propofe  terms  on  tbe  17th  of  ¥cbraMn% 
1794.     He  landed   with,  and   attended   General  Dunda»,   during  hii-^ 
whole  march,  until  he  entered  ihe  town  of  St.  Picne,  on   the  ly'h  i>i 
February.     He  thinlcs  it  unneccfl'ary  to  detail  thf  march  and  progreii  d 
thie  army,  as  that  is  done  with  Infinitely  more  accuracy  and  piccition  in 
your  public  difpatches,  than  he  c^n  poilihly  ftat«  it.     He  thinks  it,  huw- 
ever,  proper  to  (late,  that  in  the  piogrcfs  of  the  armv^  down  to  the  ifeb 
of  February,  the  Britlfh  forces  met  with  every  refiliance  that  either  ts? 
public  force  of  theiflanJ,  or  the^Mbltf  inhabitants^  fuptorttd  ingeKiralb^ 
their  negroes  and  the  pcofle  of  colour^  could  give.     Every  batter) ,  redotib, 
or  other  poft  of  firength,  or  carpable  of  rcfiilancc,   was  made  ufe  of  hr 
the  enemy  in  relifting  and  annoying  the  Brill ih  forces,  aniv^rt  gtntfilh 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  part  manned  by  the  planters  and  other  vihit:  .-i- 
habitants.     Major  O'Callagban  marched  from  the  town  of  Tnnire  to  Sf« 
Pierre,  which  is  a  di (lance  of  about  twenty  miles,  and  coropriics  tec 
moft  fertile  and  populous  diftrid  of  the  ifland.     During  the  whole  ot  this 
long  march,  not  one  white  inhabitant  joined  the  Britl/h  army.    Awn- 
fidcrable  number  of  negroes  voluntarily  joined  it,  and  afliftctf  chcarfrily 
and  with  alacrity  in  the  removal  of  the  cannon,  ammunition,  and  pm- 
vifions,  from  poft  to  poft.     On  the  16th  of  February,  Major  QtvxrA 
Dundas's  detachment  approached  the  town  of  St.  Pierre.     ALwut  drc 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  one  of  his  advanced  polls  at  Moms 
au  Piu,  commanded  by  Colonel  Campbell,  was  attacked  by  a  large 
number  of  the  enemy.     In  that  attack  Ccilontl  Campbell  fell,  and  in  ^ 
the  troops  he   commanded,  bcildcs   thirteen    badly  wounded.    At  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  a  detachment  of  the  ei\(my  at- 
tacked General  Dundaa's  advanced  poft  at  Mcrnc  Raii^^c,  and  wcrcaga'a 
rcpulfed.     Upon  this  latter  occtfion,  Major  O'CalLighan  had  an  oppr- 
tunity,  from  a  commanding  ground,  of  obfcrving  with  great  acc'.Ji^cy 
both  the  numbers  and  defcrlption  of  the  enemy,  a  great  part  ttf-xh  at 
were  combofed  of  white  people,  and  ^K^ere  unJc'^JIc^d  to  'onjijicf  the  mi^h 
iants  of  St,  Pierre*     From   the    lituation   thfv  were  in,  they  could  not 
have  come  at  that  time  from  any  other  town  or  diftri<^  in  thcilbnd.— 
The  ixjhitc  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre  mfght^from  their  fuperi  or  ity  m  nnn^triy 
have  overpoxvered  anJfubdueJ  the  neg-oes  and  people  of  colour^  hadtbtj  l-rr^ 
fo  inclined.     After  the  repulfe  of  the  enemy  at  Morne  au  Fiuandftiomc 
Rouge,  onlv  one  poft  remained  unattackcd  bctwec;n  thcfc  placesandihe 
town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  General  Dundas  ordered  a  ftrong  detachment  of 
grenadiers  to  ftorm  it,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  th«  lydiof  Fe* 
bruary,  btit,  upon  the  troops  approaching  it,  they  found  it  evacuated, 
and  the  cannon  fpiked  and  thrown  over  the  parapet  into  adecpnvinc. 
Many  hours  after  this  poft  was  polTelTed  by  the  Britiih  troops,  aperffh 
dreffed and  armed  as  a  French  Officer  j  cfcorted  hy  an  armed  detaehmenty  c^'in 
from  the  town  of  St.  Pierre^  icith  a  letter  frpm  Monf,  Molerae^  the  Cm* 
mandantf  propofing  terms.     Major  O^Callaghamvas  appointed  ly  General 
Dundas  to  receive  this  Officer^  who  delivered  him  a  letter  addreffed  U  tk 
General.    The  convcrfation  between  them  conftfted  of  the  French  Officer 
cxprefiing  his  fatisfadion  at  feeing  the  Britifh  troops  fo  near  the  town  of 
St.  Pierre,  and  in  Major  O'Callaghan's  anfwering  he  did  not  give  much 
credit  to  the  fincerity  of  that  declaration  ;  and  that  he  (the  French  Offi- 
cer) came  too  late  to  expe6t  favourable  terms.     This  Officer  (wrho  Ma- 
jor O'Callagban  verily  believes  was  Mr.  Dancy) .  was  difmiffed  without 
ever  feeing  General  Dundas.     Major  O'Callaghan  delivered  the  letter 
brought  by  this  Officer  to  General  Dundas,  who  fent  an  anfwer  to  it  br 
an  Aid-de-Camp ;  but  Monf.  Molerac  wai  not  to  be  found,  uid  tlie  as* 


1795*  D  £  B  A  T  ES*  485 

Iwcr  wai  brought  back  to  the  General,  who  felt  fo  much  indignation  at 
thiscondud,  that  he  declared  to  Major  O'Callui^han  that  he  confldcred 
Klolerac  ai  having  forfeited  hit  life.    ,  It  is  ruaterial  here  to  remark,  that, 
ibme  hours  before  the  delivery  of  the  letter  from  Molcrac  -to  General 
L>undas,  a  detachncnt,  under  thccommnnd  of  Colonel  Symes,  hr»d  tiiken 
polTcffion  nf  the  town  of  St.  Pierre.      U/ifU  the  laft  prji  of  the  enemy    ivas 
takrn  f-'£f'Jjim  cjhj  the  Bri:-Jh  troops^  not  tie  Icnjl  appear /inre  of  JubmiJJlon 
^KfuiJ/je-^vn  f-y  the  inhayitants  of  St,  Firrre,     Aitho'j::^h  they  appeared  in 
Aru]«  on  the  i6th  of  February,  and   attacked   the  advarxcd  pofls  of  the 
Brififli  army,  yet,  when  every  furroundin?:  ar.d  protcctini;  poft  had  been 
taken  by  the  Britifli  troops,  it  will  nor  aopnr  extraordinary  that  the  in- 
babitancs  abandoned  their  martfal  circls,  and  fecreted  their  arms,  to  avoid 
ihe  fatal  confequcnces  that  mi';ht  othcrvvife  have  enfucd.     It  was  noto- 
rious to  every  Officer  of  the  Biit^'b  army  cmplovcd  in   the  conqueft  of 
St.  Pierre^   that  the  '.nhau'.fa'itj  if  tie  tij^;i  ii  g(r:'ral  had  not  o»ly  armed  in 
iti  difcfiity  ' ut  had i!:a?i>iiil  and  AcfendiJ.  all  the  rJfi^tnt  forts  a:ul batte'ies^ 
anti  attacked  mruirefjled  the  Brit'ijh  t<ocps^  and  fired  upon  thefiAppin^r  co-ote* 
rating  with  the;7;, 

Majur  Stewart  and  Captain  Douglas  were  c:npl(wed  in  the  detachment 
ot  iljc  army  comni;ir.ded  by  General  Oundas.     They  concur  in  the  flatc- 
ment  ot  Colonel  CniuntKr.s  and  Major  O'Callaghan  rcfpcciin^  the  gene- 
ral refj'rance  txpeiicnced  bv  the*  j>rir.(h  (oriafom  the  planters  and  other 
ivhtt€  inhabit  ant  i  of  the  ijland^  in  thci*"  march  towards   St.  Pierre,     Notre 
tf  the  *i\:hi*e  inhabitants  of  ay  delc-ip'iin  either  joined  the  ar^vy^  or  afforded  . 
the  Uafi  afjifumie  or   inf or  miction   to  tbem.     In  the '•jidjyle  ef  the  marc/ ,  jio 
ivhire  inhabiiant^  except    women  and  children^  ivas  e^jer  jhn  in  any  other 
ch^raSltr  than  that  of  an  enemy.     The  town  of  Si.  Piene,  and   the  prin- 
cijjal  lorts  furroundii\sj  and  commanding  ir,  ivercnot  at  the  diPpnfal^  n^r 
ia  the  fofftjjion  of  the  nr^rpcs  ami  people  of  colour  ;  on  the  cnntrarv^  the  ma- 
joriiy  in  vumher^x^ere  'ivhife  inhah.tunts  n  armSs  and  certainly  had  it  in  their 
ft-zver  to  have  Jul  due  dy  or  even  tc  ha^je  defiroyed^  the  ne>^roes  and  people  of 
colour  g  if  the  latter  had  attef'.pted  to  fofefs  t  he  ^nf elves  of  or  to  retain^  toe 
tetxm  and forts^  in  oppftion  to  the*ivhite  iydjabitants.     Of  the  Ejreat  nurii* 
her  of  armed  men  thit  came  from  St.  P.enc,  to  attack  the  poll  of  Mornc 
au  Piu  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th  of  February,  tf^^rr^//;<3'/><7r/,^«  of  them 
'Merc ^iMhite  inhabitants.     The  prifoners  taken  at   this   poll  Hated,   (as  no 
doubt  the  fact  was)  that  moll  of  the   troops  employed  in  defending  the 
ditfercnt  pods  ne;tr  St.  Pierre,  i\jere  inhalirants  of  that  tozvn.     Wherever 
negroe«  were   found,  they  were   lefs   violent   towards  the  Britifli  troops 
than  the  ivhite  inhubitants,  and  ready  to  give  affiilance.  After  the  taking 
of  St.  Pierre,  a  conliderablc  number  of  negroes  were  col!e£\cd  to  afFill  the 
•army  employed  in  the  ficge  of  Fort  Bourbon  and  Fort  Royal.     Major 
Stewart  was  fent  from  St.  Pierre  with  300  negroes  to  Camp  la  Code,  t 
night  march,  through  a  woody  country  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  ia 
extent,  and,  fo  far  from  their  being  difaffciEled  to  the  Britifti  fervicc,  be 
did  not  lofc  one  negro  in  the  march.     They  declared  to  him^  that  ivhen* 
fver  they  ailed  againji  the  Britjh  troops^  in  the  defence  of  the  town  ofSt^ 
Pierfe^  and  the  Jurrounding  poflsy  they  ^vere  compelled  or  direBcd  fo  to  do 
hy  their  mafierSj  the  'white  inhabitants  of  that  to^ivn  and  dlfiriSl,     Major 
Stewart  has  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration.     When  he  took 
pofleffion  of  the  town  ef  L'Amcntin,  on  the  loth  February,  he  found 
only  a  few  negroes  and  a  prieft  in  it,  all  the  white  inhabitants,  with  their 
negroet,  haying  retired  into  Fort  Bourbon,  for  the  purpofe  of  ailifling 
in  the  defence  of  that  fortrefs. 
Major  Burnet  was  employed  in  a  detachment  of  the  army  that  landed 
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on  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland  of  B&rtinique.  He  \m  on  board 
the  fleet  when  it  fird  arrived  off  Marine  Bay,  and  the  ihi^  that  came 
within  gun-fhot  of  the  ifland  were  fired  at  from  the  batteries  on^&orr, 
and  thole  batteries  continued  their  Hrc  upon  different  (hips  till  the  people 
employed  in  them  were  driven  from  their  guns  by  an  attack  from  a  Ibip 
of  the  fleet,  and  by  landing  troops.  When  the  troops  came  near  the 
land,  it  was  before  day-light  in  the  morning,  and  the  moment  day  ap* 
peared,  and  the  boats  were  difcovcred  by  tne  enemy  from  the  battcriss 
off  Negro  Point  and  Cas  Nairre  and  other  places,  a  heavy  fire  was  kept 
upon  them  fo  long  as  the  boats  remained  within  gun-ihoc  ;  and  toirardi 
noon,  when  the  (hips  and  boats  approached  Cas  Pilote  to  bmd,  they 
were  oppofcd  by  every  battery  whoft;  guns  could  be  brought  10  bear  apoa 
or  reach  them.  After  the  troops  were  landed,  manj  fariies  tftbt  Kifbite 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  formed  in  different  fituations  and  at  dtffereni  pofii^ 
taopprfe  the  march  of  the  Britifb  ti^abs  towards  Fort  Royal^  and  refeaitH^ 
fired  upon  them  both  «voith  cannon  am  mvfqnetry^  On  all  that  paa  of  the 
coaff,  the  houfes  of  the  planters  and  n\:hite  inhabitants  ivere  defer  ted^  and, 
upon  the  Britifh  Officers  inquiring  of  the  negroes  after  their  mailers,  tbcy 
anfwered,  thdt  theytxf ere  gone  into  Fort  Royal;  and  thej  caUed  them  Bri* 
gandes,  the  general  denomination  of  tht  Colonial  troppsformtd  to  rrfifi  the 
,£rii/h  fortes. 

Having  (Inted  the  tranfaftions  that  came  moft  particularly  .under  oqt  in- 
Avidual  obfervation,  we  beg  leave  to  unite  in  adding  a  few  general  re- 
marks, known  to  every  man  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Martraiquc 
for  the  lafl  three  or  four  years.     The  attack  made  on  the  ifland,  in  i793t 
by  General  Bruce,  was  the  occasion  of  almoft  every  Royaliil  of  any  rank 
or  conlideration  being  expelled  the  ifland.    Thofe  who  remained  were, 
almofl  to  a  man,  Republicans,  a'nd  attached  to  the  Conventional  Go- 
vernment.    The  inhabitants  of  Saint  Pierre,  in  particular^  ivere  »otorio.\/^ 
JRepuhlicans^  and  their  conduH^    in  the  refiflance  tlyty  made  to  the  Brltifi 
troopSy  fheixis  that  they  fuppor ted  that  charatler  to  the  lafl  moment  ofpojfihle 
refijlance*     Hje  ^tjhUe- inhabitants  of  that  tovju  and  its  *vicintty  are  much 
more  numerous  than  the  free  people  of  colour^  and  every  man  capable  of  hear- 
i^g  arms^  *was  artned  and.difcip'ined.     J  hat  to^ixm  i^as  the  great fupport  ff 
Monf  Rochamheauy   and furnified  tlje  principal  refo  rces  that  enabled  him 
to  make  the  f  and  he  did  agaitifl  the  Britijh  forces.     In  all  our  intercourft 
'jjith  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland^  after  theconqucjl  of  it,  tht  inhabitants  of 
Saint  Pierre  'were  flat edy  arid  admitted  to  be  the  moft  ^violent  of  any  h  fh 
ifland^  in  oppofing  the  Britijh  troops^  and  the  leaf  affe^ed  to  the  Brit  fi  Go- 
i^erfimentm     VVc  can  flatc  it  as  a  fa£t,  no  Icfs  general  than  true,  that  in 
the  marches  of  the  various  detachments  of  Britifh  troop?,  in  the  attack 
upon  the  ifland,  they  never  met  ^vithnnvhite  inbah  tant,  except  in  the  ch^* 
r<iQer  of  an  enemy  %\jith  arms  in  his  hands.     We  think  it  necclfary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  do  not  mean  to  comprehend  the  emigrants  in  this  rcniarV, 
•as,  injuflice  to  thofe  unfortunate  gentlenien,  we  declare^  the  opcratioos 
of  the  Britifh  forces  derived  great  afliftance  from  the  fervices  and  loyalty 
of  many  of  them.     It  is  true»  that  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Pierre,  after 
having  defended  the  heights  commanding  the  town,  to  the  utmoil  of  their 
power,  threw  dowB,  or  fccreted,  their  arms;  when  they  found  the  BW- 
ti(h  forces  ready  to  approach  and  enter  the  town,  feeling  themfelvcs  io* 
capable  of  any  farther  refiflance,  and  knowing  that  if  they  were  found 
with  arm!^  in  their  hands,  the  confcquences  would  be  fatal. 

The  fads  we  have  colledlively  and  individually  dated,  fumiilifo com- 
plete a  contradidion  to  the  allegations  contained  m  Mr.  Thelluflbn'*roe' 
niorial,  andin  the  affidavit  aanextd  to  it,  that  it  appears  to  us  unneccils^ 


A;  179J;  D  £  B  A  T  £  Si  4S7 

•  9 

to  gWe  fpecific  tnfwert  to  the  diftln^l  alle^ciont.    There  ire,  however, 
two  or  three  of  them  fo  notorioufly  unfounded  in  fa^t,  that  we  feel  our^ 
felves  called  upon  to  notice  them.     The  Tnemorial  dates,   that  the 
**  town  and  forts  were  fo  abfolutely  at  the  difpofsQ  of  the  nej^roes  and 
people  of  colour,  that  the  white  inhabitants  could  not  manifefl  their  de* 
lire  of-  furrendering ;  but  that  immediately  on  the  retreat  of  the  people 
of  colour  and  negroes  from  the  town,  they  did,  in  a  quiet  and  peacea- 
ble manner,  fubniit  to  the  authority  of  the  King»  and  put  themfelves 
under  His  Majefty's  protection."     Mr.  Malcfpine,  with   a  view,  as  w6 
prefume,  to  give  fupport  to  this  unfounded  allegation,  in  his  affidavit, 
iiates,  •*  that  when  the  Mayor  of  the  faid  town  (St.  Pierre)  received  the 
fumnions  from  the  Commanders,  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town^ 
and  the  deponent. and  his  faid  partner  among  the  red,  were,  and  had  long 
been,  defirous  of  putting  themfelves  undcrhis  Britannic  Majefty's  pro- 
tection and  Government,  but  that  the  faid  town  and  forts  were  abfolutely 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  armed  negroes  and  people  of  colour,   and  the  faid 
white  inhabitants  could  not,  without  danger  of  their  lives,  manifeft  the 
dc&rc  which  ihey  had  of  furrendering.'*     So  far  froni  this  being  the  fa£t, 
the  'whiu  inhabitants  (as  we  have  already  Jtated)  compofed  the  great  ma  jo* 
r'lty  of  the  force  that  defended  the  heights^  forts  ^  batteries^  and  town  ofSt» 
Pierre^  and  could^  without  any  difficulty^  haiuefnbdued  the  nerrces  and  people 
of  cohur  (only  a  fmail  portion  of  whom  carried  arms,)  if  that  defcriptioa 
of  people  had  (hewn  any  difpofition  to  oppofe  their  wifhes.     The  negroes, 
fo  far  from  being  the  raoft  adive  enemies,  were  generally  difpofed  to  fub- 
mit  to  ^he  Bntifli  forces.     If  what*  Mr.  Malcfpine  ftates  had  been  the 
faft,  the  Public  would  not  have  been  deprived  of  the  ferviccs  oflhat  pl- 
iant officer.  Colonel  Campbell,  and  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  with  hiin« 
in  refilling  the  attack  of  tbofe  white  Inhabitants^  whom  Maleipine  repre- 
fents  as  having  '*  been  long  defirous  of  putting  themfelves  under  his 
Britannic  Majefty's  protedtion  and  Government.^    .Inftead  of  the  ne- 
groes and  people  of  colour  finding  themfelves  unfupported  bv  the  whites 
(as  ^lalefpine  aftferts,)  they  were,  jn  fa6t,  led  and  commanded  by  them. 
After  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  was  taken,  we  never  heard  of  a  (ingle  inha- 
bitant conceiving  himfclf  intitlcd  to  any  terms  whatever,  except  fuch  as 
the  Cbmmandc/s  in  Chief  (bould  in  their  difcretion  think  fit  to  grant, 
much  lefs  that  the  inhabitants  in  general  ^*  relied,  with  the  moft  implicit 
conBdence,  on  the  fecurity  of  tdeir  perfons  and- property.'*     Even  the 
propofal  of  negociation  came  to  General  Dundas  after  Colonel  Symet 
had  taken  pofleiRon  of  St.  Pierre ;  and  this  accounts  fur  Molerac  not  be- 
ing found  to  receive  General  Dundas's  anfwer.    He  had,  no  doubt,  re- 
tired to  change  his  character  with  his  regimentals,  and  to  aifume  that 
which  wa!'  to  fupport  Mr.  Thelluifon's  allegatron^  of  a*'  quiet  and  peace- 
able fabmiftion  to  the  authority  of  His  Majefty.'* 

We  iliall  be  ready,  whenever  called  upon, « to  fubftantiate,  uponoath^ 
the  fads  and  drcumilauces  above  ftated. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  moft  perfc6t  efteem  and  regard,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 


James  Chalmers,  Lieut.  Col. 
James  O'Callaghan,  Major  Brig. 
Gto.  Stuart,  Gapt.  33d,  L.  I.  M.  A. 
J.  Burnet,  Major  43d. 
K.  Douglass,  Capt.  30th  Regt. 
London^  t  ft  June,  1795* 
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After  having  read  this  report,  Mr.  Grey  ftatcd,  Aat  he  hid  rr- 
ccivcd  voluntary  offers  of  teftimonials  to  the  fame  purpofc,  frcrnial* 
moft  every  officer  who  had  ferved  under  the  Commanders.  Of 
thefe  he  (hould  now  only  read  that  of  Colonel  Cradock,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy. 

Teftimony  of  Colonel  Cradock^  that  the  JJland  of  Martlnico  and  the  ft^M 
0f  St.  Fierre  made  the  grcatfji  reffiancc  to  the  Kin£i  troops^  aadtheri" 
fore  <were  not  entitled  to  the  henejidal  terms  of  the  Proclamation  oftht  \^ 
cfjanuaryy   1795. 

r  fCOPY.) 

County  of  the^City  of  Duhlifi,]     "    Whereas  Colonel  John  Francif 
Cradock,  of  flis  Majefty's  127th  regiment' of  foot,  voluntarily  came bc« 
fore  mc  this  day,    and  maketh  oath,  in  the  ▼indication  of  Sir  Charks 
Grey  from  fhamcful  calumnies  and  mifrcprcfcntation  in  a  publicadoa 
of  a  Mr.  ThelluiTon,  during  the  General's  command  in  the  Weil  Indies, 
and  particularly  in  the  conquell  of  Martinico,  to  the  followin^^  puiporr : 
*  "  That,  in  the  conqueft  of  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  Martinico, 
Su  Lucia,  and  Guadaloupc,  by  General  SirCbarles  Grey,  he  commaiid- 
ed  the  ad  battalion  of  grenadiers.    That,  in  the  courfe  of  the  operationi 
in  Martinico,  his  battaUon  made  part  of  the  force  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Dundas,  dcftined  for  the  redu6tion  of  St.  Pierre.   That, 
in  the  middle  of  February,  1 794,  this  part  of  the  army  procctded,  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Dundas,   to  attack  that  town.    Thar, 
during  the  march,  every  circumftance  bore  the  appearance  of  hoftUit)-. 
That,  on  the  morning  prior  to  the   poiTeflion  of  St.  Pierre,  Colooel 
Campbell,  who  commanded  an  advanced  detachment  of  our  force,  vaj 
attacked  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  and  killed.    That  General  Duo« 
das,  upon  receiving  information  of  the  attack  upon  Colonel  CaropbtlJ, 
apprehendve  of  their  fuperior  force,  moved  forward  the  main  body  to 
the  Colonel's  fupport,    with  fuch  rapidity,  that  perhaps  a  more  fevere 
and  painful  exertion  was  never  before  experienced  in  fuch  a  climate, 
many  finking  under  it. 

"  The  army  under  the  General  advanced  that  day  as  far  as  Momcde 
Jeun,  within  three  miles  of  St.  Pierre,  and  halted  there,  large  bodies 
of  the  enemy  appearing  in  diflerent  dircSions. 

"  ITiat  in  the  evening  thefe  feveral  parties  united,  augmented  by  t 
farther  force  from  St.  Pierre,  and  made  a  regular  attack  upon  our  armyi 
aided  by  fome  cannon,  which  they  brought  (rom  an  adjoining  batteij* 
That  the  a(^ion  lafted  a  confiderable  time,  and  many  fell  on  our  fide. 
At  length  the  enemy- retfciitcd,  and  we  lay  upon  our  arms.  General 
Dandiis  gHvc  him  diiedlonsy  in  the  night,  to  attack  the  abovc-mcndoocd 
battery  with  a  party  from  his  battalion,  which  fcrvice  was  perfonacd  by 
Captain  Taggart,  of  the  55th  grenadiers. 

*'  That,  upon  the  death  of  Colonei  Campbell,  he  became  fccond  m 
command  in  the  army  immediately  with  General  Dundas,  who  then  in- 
formed him  of  bis  intentions,  and  the  feveral  plans  of  attack  concerted 
among  the  different  Commanding  Officers  who  were  to  alfailthc  town'm 
the  morning; 

^*  That  an  inccfTant  cannonading  from  the  fliijiping  in  the  harbour 
was  kept  up  during  the  night;  and  wc  marched  before  break  of  day  tt 
poffefs  ouriclves  of  the  town,  in  concert  with  the  other  attacks* 
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^*  The  inhabitants  of  St,  Pierre  havings  fuffered  confidcrabty  by  the 
fire  from' the  fhippijig^  and  the  heights  which  commanded  the  town  be- 
ing- carried'hy  the  light  infantry,  deemed  a  farther  reiiflance  ineffectual, 
and  yielded ;  and  many  of  them  retired  to  Fort  Bourbon  ;  and  the  feveral 
parts  of  His  Majcfly*s  forces  took  polfcflion  of  the  town,  without  capi- 
tulation or  condition,  as  he  underHood,  of  any  fort^  and  he  thinks  it 
was  impoilible  that  a  tranfatftion  of  that  nature  could  have  taken  place 
without  his  knowledge.  That  he  now  hears,  for  the  firfl  time,  with 
the  grcateft  furprifc,  the  doubt  entertained  by  any  perfon,  of  the  town 
of  St.  Pierre  being  taken  by  conqueft  from  a  vanquilhed  enemy  not 
able  to  re  lift  fan  her.  If  it  were  necefTaty  to  fav  any  thing  more  to  the 
pointy  be  might  add,  it  was  a  very  common  iubjed  of  almoft  difpute 
between  the  navy  and  army«  which  fervice  contributed  moil  to  the  re* 
daClion  of  that  town. 

**  That  his  indignation  and  aftonifliment  at  the  other  paFt  of  the  pub- 
fication  is  exccilivc — **  that  the  town  was  allowed  to  be  plundered:" 
<his  is  a  downright  falfchood^  and  of  which  he  ^can  fpeak.upon  the 
cleared  conviction. 

**  General  Dundas's  orders  to  the  troops  upon  this  point  arc  to  be 
feen  in  every  orderly  book,  which  enjoin  the  mod  facrcd  regard  to  pro^ 
j>erty  and  good  order,  in  confirmation  of  the  General's  fcntiments  upon 
th  s  fubjcCt.  Upon  a  violation  of  this  order  by  fome  foldicrsof  the  55th 
regiment,  an  inquiry  of  Field  Officers  was  held  upon  the  offenders,  and 
one,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  army,  was  hung  up»  and  another  taken 
.d^nvii  from  the  gallows^  Except  the  above,  which  was  of  no  confcquencc, 
he  does  not  believe  there  was  a  fingle  inilance  of  plunder  committed  by 
the  foldicry. 

'*  From  this,  occafion  he  takes  the  liberty  to  give  his  teftimony,  that 
Sir  Charles  Grey's  condudl,  throughout  his  conquefls  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
was  marked  to  the  army  under  his  command  by  his  iavariable  orders  to  ab- 
iiaiQ  from  plunder,  and  his  attention  to  humanity. 

"-J.    F.   CRADOCK. 

•**  Sworn  before  me,  the  25th  day  of  May,  1795, 

**  Wm.  LiGHi  LURNE,  Aldciman.** 

'Mr.  Grey  them  remarked  t)n  the  fanflity  of  General  Dundas's 
word,  which  was  alone  a  fufficient  pledge  in  comparifon  with  the 
(iffidavit  of  fuch  a  contemptible  wretch  as  Malefpinc.  It  }]ad  been 
fiid  that  the  Courts  of  Law  were  full  of  complaints  againft  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Commanders.  He  had  communicated  with  the  Solicitor 
in  order  to  afccrtain  the  fadt,  and  had  found,  whatever  might  be 
in  preparation,  that  no  claim  had  hitherto  been  exhibited,  but  that 
of  Mr.  Malefpinc.  As  to  what  had  been  faid  of  no  notary  public 
having  dared  to  draw  up  a  rcmonftranccs  while  the  Commanders 
remained  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  defied  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
to  produce  a  fingle  inftancc  in  which  any  complaint  prcfcntcd  to 
thofe  Commanders  had  Wen  rejcdcd.  Under  all  the  circumflances 
of  the  cafe,  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  negative  to  the  motion. 
The  difavowal  of  the  proclamations  could  not  be  contended  to  be 
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ufefuly  filKe  they  had  already  been  virtually  reveried:  and  ivfaen 
by  the  motion  daiming  that  difavowal,  it  was  intended  to  vroand 
the  feelings  and  to  injure  the  fame  of  Commanders  who  bad  itn- 
dered  to  their  country  the  mod  eminent  fervices,  and  had  in  oon(c- 
quence  received  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  whatever  clfc  ini^  be 
thought  proper  to  be  done,  he  at  lead  could  have  no  bcfilation  in 
giving  it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr,  MANNING  explained ;  he  declared  that  the  Icttcn  he 
had  read  had  never  been  made  any  improper  ufe  of;  they  had 
come  to  him  in  a  regular  ^^ay,  and  he  had  taken  fiich  good  care  of 
them  fincc,  that  he  was  much  furprifed  how  they  could  have  been 
argued  upon  as  they  had  been ;  he  never  fent  them  to  any  newf- 
paper. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  that  in  every  view  of  die  qurf- 
.tion  before  the  Houfe,  in  which  he  could  argue  upon  it,  he  wua 
rtfiR  the  motion  ;  taking  it  in  all  its  bearings,  it  appeared  to  him, 
a  very  improper  motion  to  be  entertained  by  the  Houfe.     Hefrlr 
himfel(  caned  upon  to  make  fome  reply  on  two  grounds,  namely, 
to  dcfjsnd  his  own.conduft,  in  refifting  the  importunities  and  appli- 
cations of  the  Weft-India  merchants  to  him,  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  to  keep  the  debate  as  much  as  poflible  to  the  qucftion  immedi- 
ately before  the  Houfe — the  confideration  of  the  papers  on  tf)c  table, 
upon  which  the  motion  was  grounded.     On  tlie  firft  point  he  hd 
cxprefled  his  fentiments  fo  fully  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the 
refpecSable  body  of  merchants  and  planters  who  applied  tohini  dut 
from  the  moft' minute  invcftigation,  and  upon  the  moft  mature  de- 
liberation fince,  he  was  pcrfesilly  convinced  that  it  yas  not  poffiWe  ^ 
for  him  to  have  done  his  duty,  had  he  given  any  other  anfwcr*. 


*  To  Lard Peur/jyn,  dated  Horfe-GuardsyMay  8/^,   1 79^*     '  * 

"   NY  LORD,  / 

'  "  I  have  received  your  Lord(hip*s  note,  accompany  in  jf  the  Memonal 
of  the  Wcli-India  planters  and  merchant£i,  praying  for  a  ftrongflii^f^^ 
/orcc,  both  by  fca  and  Und,  for  the  general  protccSlion  of  tbc  Britiui 
Weil-India  iflands,  and  a  feparate  garrifon  to  be  (lationcd  in  each  ifland; 
alfo  for  a  public  dlTivowal  of  the  proclamations  ifiucd  by  Sir  Charits 
Gxey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis. 

.^  "  I  feel  much  fatistaction  in  rccollc(f^ing,  that  at  no  period,  /inccfic 
commencement  of  the  war,  has  there  been  a  Jcficicncv  of  exertions  .a 
fiirnifliing  the  Wetl-India  poflcliions  wirh  fuch  a  fiipply  of  both  naval  and 
military  defence  as  the  national  force  of  the  count  r)-  would  admit  of;  a^^* 
li  at  any  time  thcl'c  exertions  have  nor,  in  ail  rcfpc^s,  had  their  comp^^ 
rftecfts,  it  has  arifen  from  circumftanccs  in  which  ir  is  impoffible  w  if^- 
piitc  any  blame  to  His  Majefty's  Minifiers.  Thcfc  exertions  «^i^^  ^ 
Mfiremiitcd  ;  but  you  arc  aware  that  in  fendinp^  reinft>rcemcnts  to  fhc 
Weil  Iodic*,  ihc  feafonof  the  ycar.muft  of  ncc^lliry  be  attended  to ;  a-« 
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Havii^  read  a  part  of  His  letter,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

(aid   ir  ^vas  his  intention>  upon  a  variety  of  grounds^  to  oppofe  the 

prnpofition  brou^t  forward^  by  moving  another  in  its  (lead.     The 

honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forvt^ard  had  very  fairly  firft 

moved   for  an  inquiry.     On  a  motion  of  that  fort,  it  was  fair  for 

every  man  to  argue  upon  alTertion  and  fuppofed  fa6ls.     But  now 

chey  had  abandoned  that  mode,   and  come  forward  with  a  piopofi- 

tion  (or  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  decifion  grounded  upon  the  paper 

now  before  them.     He  meant  no  difrefpedt  to  either  the  mover  or 

die  feconder  of  th^  motion  ;  but  they  certainly  had  not  kept  to  the 

queflten  ;  and  thofe  letters  which  had  been  read,  apparently  written 

from  motives  of  animofity  and  malice,  he  confidered  as  perfe<5tly 

extraneous.     Much  of  what  had  been  faid  by  the    honourable 

gentleman  in  his  reply,  (Mr.  Grey)  he  likewife  confidered  to  be 

not  diredtly  to  the  queftion.     But  that  gentleman  was  placed  in  a 

fituacion  totally  different  from  the  other  two.     If  he  had  gonefiff- 

Dcnnlt  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  to  the  coniideration  of  the 
Weil-India  planters  and  merchanrs,  how  fmr  fuchfreqpent  public  difcuf** 
(ions  on  their  own  fuppofed  weaknefs  is  not  calculated  to  increafe,  rather 
than  dimioifh  their  danger. 

*'  I  am  well  aware  that  the  prefcnt  warfare  is,  in  almoft  every  refpci^, 
diferenc  from  any  that  ever  exifled ;  and  that  there  is  too  much  reafon 
to  apprehend,  that  the  objedt  of  the  enci'ny  with  whom  we  are  eng^ed- 
is  rather  a  plan  of  favage  devaftation,  than  of  conqueft  beneficial  to  diem- 
feWes :  but  I  cannot  admit  that  fuch  a  plan  originated  in  any  of  the 
tranih6tions  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis:  it  being  an  ablb- 
lute  certainty  that  the  fyflem  is  the  natural  confequence  of  the  principles 
ou  which  theprefent  Government  in  France  is  founded,  and  cxifted  long 
before  cither  Sir  Charles  Grey  or  Sir  John  Jervis  were  employed  in  the 
Weft  1  ndies. 

*•  With  regard  to  the  prpctamation  to  which  you  refer,  I  think  it  un- 
neceffary  for  roe  to  add  any  thing  to  what  is  dated  in  the  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  It  is  notorious  that  the fe  proclamations  were  aban- 
doned or  annulled  almoil  as  foon  as  they  were  iffued;  and  it  mud  be  mere 
pretext  if  fuch  ufe  is  made  of  them  as  you  feem  to  apprehend,  I  object 
therefore  to  the  propofition  of  the  Wed-India  planters  and  merchants,  be« 
caufe  chey  call  upon  His  Majeily's  Miniilers  to  ellablilh  a  general  rule 
on  a  fubje^t  which,  in  the  various  ufage  of  war,  does  not  admit  of  a  fpe- 
cial  definition  ;  and,  if  the  matter  occurs  to  you  in  the  light  it  docs  to 
ine,  I  am  fure  you  cannot  be  difpofed  to  continue  a  difcumon  which  can 
have  DO  other  tendency  than  to  injure  the  feelings  of  meritorious  odicers^ 
to  whofe  great  exertions  their  country  is  much  indebted,  and  in  particular 
that  part  of  the  Britifli  Empire  in  which  the  Wcfl-India  planters  and 
luerchants  are  fo  deeply  i  n  tore  (led • 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Pi^fP.HV.N',    &C,  ScC. 


KEifRY   DVVVAM* 
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ther  than  the  precife  order  of  debate  admitted,  wtuckiie  did  not 
mean  to  fay  die  honourable  gentleman  had  done,  he  would  h»'c 
been  amply  and  completely  juftified  in  bringing  forward  every  to- 
pic, and  commenting  on  every  circumAance  that  could  tend  txy 
bring  before  the  Houfe  and  the  country  the  fair  ftatement  of  all  the 
tranfaAions  that  had  takei)  place.-  And  it  was  becoming.of  lumii> 
to  do  from  every  confideration  of  public  and  private  duty,  as  wdl 
as  from  thofe  feelings  that  muft  arife  from  the  honour  and  dian<3er 

*      of  one  that  was  mod  dear  to  him.     On  the  difcuflkm  of  a  fubjeft, 
fo  interefting  to  the  honourable  gentleman  as  the  Houfe  muiV  fed  it 
to  be,  he  was  fully  warranted  in  taking  it  up  as  he  had  done,  and 
entering  into  every  part  of  the  queftion  with  a  fenlibility  that  the 
Houfe  would  be  difpofed  to  approve.     While  he  (aid  this  of  die 
honourable  gentleman's  (ituation,  he  could  not  allow  that  liberty  t(v 
others :  they  had  grounded  all  their  complaints  and  fear»  upoa  the 
papers  before  the  Houfe,  while  they  could  not,  nor  had  diey  evea 
attempted  to  prove  any  thing  anting  from,  the  proclamation  iffvcd 
by  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  gave  juft  foundation  for 
the  fears  and  alarms  they  had  fo  induftrioufly  circulated.     Did  what 
•  had  taken  place  at  St.  Vincent's  proceed. from  thofe  proclamations; 
or,  was  it  not  from  the  infurrciflion  of  the  Caribs,  aidcd^  by  Jaco- 
bins ^nd  their  principles,  that  d<}vaftation  and  bloodfticd  had  follow- 
ed in  that  ifland  ?  The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Grenada ;  and  no 
pofTible  cafe  could  be  made  out,  which  would  prove  that  the  procla- 
mations  in  any  manner  occaiioned  the  misfortunes  which  thofe iflands 
had  lately  fufiered.     Another  thing  might  be  faid  with  regard  to 
thofe  prodamations,   which  was,,  that,    havi-ng  been  notoriouflf 
annulled  and  abandoned  before  any  proceedings  had  been  mad^upoa 
them,  it  was.impoflible  that  any  aftual  grievance  could  be  complained 
of,  with  juftice,  on  that  account,  no  property  of  any  dcfaiptioii 
whatever  having  been  token  from  the  iiihabitants  in  confcqucncc  of 
the  proclamation.     He  was  quite  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  was  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  Addrefs  moved  for,  or  Vhat  the  honourable  gentleman 
iheant  that  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  Ihould  advife  the  King  to  do. 
Did  they  really  wffli  a;  prcxrlamation  to  be  di&vowed  which  had 

^  been  notorioufly  annulled  and  abandoned  more  than  tvt'elve  tnontbs 
ago,  and  which  was  never  adled  upon  ?  or  did  they  wifli  even  be« 
fore  inftruAions  frotti  this  country  could  have  reached  them,  that 
tlie  Kjng  (hould  difavow  the  proceedings  of  his  Commanders,  mcrclf 
becaufe  they  had  been,  from  the  circumftances  of  the  time,  ncof- 
lary,  and  had  not  fince  produced  even  inconvenience,  6r  Icfe 
grievance  or  diftrefs  ?  He  had  faid  thus  much,  becaufe  if  there  «- 
iflcd  any  feais  or  alarms,  refpeding  the  efTedts  of  thofe  pioclaina- 
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tionsy  it  ipuft  now  be  obvious  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country^ 
that  they  were  the  mod  idle  and  ungrounded  that  couki  be  ftated^ 
and  ought  not  to  be  Gountenanccd.  The  next  point  upon-  which  he 
'«:ould  det^  the  Houfe,  ^'as  the  general  principle,  as  far  as  it  was* 
connoQed  with  the  law  of  nations,  upon  which  His  Majefty's  MU 
nUicvs  and  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  adcd.  Oa 
this  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  had  zAcd  in  concert  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  never  without  having  what  they  confidcred  to  be  the 
beft  and  foundeft  legal  advice,  that  they  could  obtaics.  or  the  coun- 
try oould  afford  them.  Were  it  not  that  the  perfon  was  prefent,  to 
whom  they  owed  fo  much  on  that  fubjed,  he  would  have  faid  more, 
but  it  was  better  that  the  Houfe  (hould  have  it  at  Brft  hand,  and  he 
IniOed  that  if  be  had  faid  nothing  inconiiftent  with  the  opinion  of 
that  authority,  he  might  exped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  t<^ 
(eoond  the  motion.  The  honourable  gentlemaa  on  the  other  fide 
had  withed  to  avoid  going  into  any  detail  of  particulars,  and  would 
have  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  a  general  propolition,  without  having  any 
£1^  before  them  upon  which  it  could  be  eftablithed. 

With  regard  to  the  fums  ftated  as  pri^c-money  or  booty,  gentler- 
men  ought  to  recoUe£t  that  the  King  had  not  yet  decided  how  it . 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  of  courfe  nobody  concerned  in  that  expedi- 
tion could  be  faid  to  have  received  it ;  with  regard  to  the  eafincfs  o£ 
the  conqueft,  he  differed  widely  from  thofc  who  feemed  to  under- 
rate the  fervices  performed,  and  be  conten/dcd,  that  the  degree  of 
Teltftancc  which  the  BritUh  forces  met  with,  fully  juftified  and  war- 
ranted every  proceeding  that  had  taken  place.  Thofe  who  faid, 
otherwife,  or  fpoke  lightly  of  the  ^gallantry  and  hardihtps  of  that 
expedition,  muff  prove  that  the  Gazettes  which  he  Iiad  officially  re- 
ceived and  publifhed  were  forgeries.  As  to  the  time  employed  in 
the  conqueft  of  thofe  iflands,  however  wrongly  honourable  gentle- 
nien  had  ftated  their  opinions  on  that  point,  it  mattered  very  little 
in  efie<5t,  whether  they  were  taken  by  a  long  liege,  or  by  fudden 
fk>nn.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  quite  orderly  in  him  to  ftate  a 
plain  but  honeft  opinion,  which  he  had  received  in  private  corrC'- 
ipondcnce  with  a  friend  who  witneffed  all  the  glorious  tranfaQicms 
of  the  able  Commanders  fo  often  alluded  to,  that  a  friend  had  writ- 
ten to  him  in  diefe  words — *'  It  was  right  to  fend  out  none  of  your 
old  women  as  Generals  upon  this  expedition,  who  would  liave 
thought  it  neceftary  to  make  their  attack  by  regular  approaches.  If 
you  had,  you  would  have  got  into  a  damned  fcrape,  let  me  tell  you 
that."  He  would  only  add,  with  regard  to  time,  that  the  old  pio« 
verb  might,  in  fome  degree,  apply  to  the  rapidity  of  fucccfs  which 
foUowed  the  Britifh  arms  in  tlie  Weft  Indies— ''  What  is  fgondunc, 
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is  well  <!one.^'  He  did  not  fay  that  this  a{^ied  to  all  ctrcumfbiices, 
but  he  thought  it  did  to  the  cafe  he  had  ftated.  The  ri^  honoar- 
able  Secretaiy  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  not  mexely 
to  give  his  negative  to  the  propofition  moved,  nor  to  get  rid  of  it 
t^  the  order  of  the  day.  The  duty  incumbent  on  him  was,  to  re- 
peat the  expreffions  of  .the  gratitude  that  the  country  owed  to  tbofc 
gallant  and  meritorious  men,  who  had  done  fuch  brilliant  ferviccs 
as  had  merited  and  received  the  unanimous  thanks  which  that  Houfe 
had  already  come  to.  His  intention,  therefore,  was,  to  move  tiic 
following  refolutions : 

•*  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  iflands,  not  having  avail* 
cd  themfclves  of  the  proclamadonof  the  ift  of  January,  1 794,  Ac 
faid  proclamation  cannot  be  conlidered  as  having  formed  a  general 
ilile  for  the  conduA  of  the  Commanders  of  His  MajeOy's  forces, 
by  fea  and  land,  refpeding  the  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
iiland!,." 

"  That  the  proclamations  of  the  loth  and  21ft  of  May,  1794* 
not  having  been  carried  into  effed,  it  is  unneceiTary  for  diis  Houfe 
to  give,  any  opinion  thereupon." 

**  That  this  Houfe  retains  the  cordial  fcnf6  which  they  have  al« 
ready  exprcffed,  in  their  vote  of  the  20th  of  May,  1794,  of  the 
diftinguiihed  merit  and  fervices  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John 
Jcrvis  in  the  conqucft  of  the  French  iflands." 

Having  now  ibted  the  propofitions  he  meant  to  bring  forward, 
and  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  he  muft,  in  order  to  get  rid  (^  the 
motion,  firft  move  the  previous  queftion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  faid,  he  objefted  to  the  original  mo- 
tion for  many  reafons ;  firft,  bccaufc  the  Houfe  was  called  on  by  it 
to  decide  on  the  general  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  he 
cxHild  not  help  thinking,  that  for  the  Houfe  to  decide  on  abftrad 
laws  of  nations,  was  un wife.  2dly,  Becaufe  it  was  coming  to  ccn- 
furc  the  proclamation,  on  an  irrelevant  detail  of  affertions,  without 
the  aid  of  any  real  evidence.  And  3dly,  Becaufe  the  queftions 
both  of  law  and  fadl  were  now  depending  in  a  competent  Court  of 
Law*  The  Law  of  Nations,  he  faid,  had  provifions  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  war  or  felf-dcfence.  The  rights  of  war  were  of  a  de- 
licate nature,  depended  on  particular  circumftances,  and  muft  bend 
to  thofe  circumftances,  and  be  dircded  bv  the  wifdom  of  die  Exc- 
cutive  Government.  General  principles  were  laid  down  in  a  ftrong 
manner  by  writers ;  but  it  was  on  Government  wc  were  to  rely 
for  a  prudent  application  of  them.  The  tights  of  war  were  liarfli, 
but  yet  were  rights  that  exifted  ;  happy  would  it  be  if  the  flatc  of 
humanity,  in  that  refpeft,  was  altered,  and  war  exifted  no  longer; 
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but  this  was  a  point  more  defirable  than  attainable ;  fox  warmuft  be 
cairied  <xi, .  and  being  fo,  mild  proceed  according  to  its  nature.    It 
was  not  pollible  to  make  an  innoxious  or  a  peaceable  war.     The 
very  intent  of  war  being  to  compel  people,  by  a  fenfe  of  fuffcring, 
to  do  what  otherwife  they  would  not  do.     To  fay  diat  war  could 
exift  without  fuflTeringy  was  to  refer  to  fomething  of  a  different  na- 
ture.     The  general  principle  of  the  Law  of  Nations, .  was  to  make 
the  private  property  of  the  individuals,  fubjeds  of  the  hofHle  coun* 
tries,  fubjedl  to  the  rights  of  war,  and  its  efFe<Sl  was  to  make  every 
man  that  was  thefubjecft  of  one  State  in  hoAility,  the  enemy  of  every 
fubje6t  (tf  the  other.     The  property  of  every  individual  in  the  State 
compofed  the  property  of  the  State  itfelf,  and  was  fubjedt  to  the 
rights  of  war.     This,  he  faid,  was  the  Law  of  Nations  as  it  ex- 
ifted  ;  fony  (hould  he  be  if  it  was  to  be  enforced  vigoroufly  ;  but  if  . 
the  Houfe  were  to  come  to  a  dccifion  on  the  point,  they  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  come  to  one  as  harfii  as  that.     For  the  enforcing  and  dif- 
penfing  of  thofc  laws,  this  country  had  proper  Courts ;  firft,  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  and  next,  the  Court  of  Appeals.     The  dcci- 
fion of  thoie  Courts  was  as  binding  as  thofe  of  any  Court  of  Law  ; 
indeed  more  fo,  for  the  Legiflatu^c  had  an  unlimited  power  over  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  country,  while  its  authority  over*  the  Law 
of  Nations  was  not  of  fuch  extent.     In  the  cafe  of  St.  Euilatius, 
the  fame  principles  as  thofe  broached  this  night  were  laid  down  in 
that  Houfe  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  talents ;  but  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  Appeals,  attended  by  Lord 
Camden  and  other  refpedlable  Judges,  determined  that  the  univerfal 
principle  was,  that  the  private  property  of  individuals  wasfubjedl  to 
confifcation.     To  puniCh  error  or  inadvertenc}'  in  the  application  of 
the  general  principles  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  on  the  part  of  Com- 
manders, would  be  to  fubje£t  them  to  a  refponfibility  too  rigorous 
for  any  officer  to  incur.     In  the  proclamations  there  might  be  ex* 
prcflions  which,  on  mature  coniideration,  and  better  advice  than 
could  be  expeded  in  adual  fervice,  it  would  be  defirable  to  corred  ; 
but  this  was  not  the  criterion  by  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  judge- 
Thcy  would  judge  by  the  intention  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
proclamations  had  been  aded  upon.     The  affidavits  would  not  be 
held  fufficient  evidence  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  for  a  dccifion  in 
any  fingle  cafe  ;   much  lefs  could  he  confider  them  as  evidence  for 
tlic  Houfe  to  found  a  vote  upon.     All  the  qucftions  both  of  law  and 
faft  were  now  at  iflue  in  the  proper  Courts,  whofc  dccifion,  where 
there  appeared  no  public  ground  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Houfe, 
was  to  be  preferred:     For  thefc  reafons,  he  (hould  vote  for  the 
prc>'ious  queftlon,  concurring,  as  he  did^  moft  heartily  in  the  pro- 
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pofition  for  referring  to  the  tcftimony  already  given  by  the  Houfe 
to  the  merits  and  ferviccs  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis, 

Mr.  C.  DUNDAS,  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  mtegrity  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  read  extraSs  of  feveral  letters  from  Sir  Charles  to 
<jcncral  Dundas,  on  the  qonduft  to  i)e  purfucd  in  the  con<pered 
illands.  In  one  he  faid,  "  With  refpeft  to  boot)%  I  wifh  tbcrc 
was  no  facli  thing  ;  I  am  heartily  lick  of  it.  We  muft  take  -c^rc 
that  nothing  be  done  to  tamifh  the  glory  of  the  brilliant  a£ti<ms  prr- 
formed  by  you  and  the  brave  troops."  In  another,  regretting  the 
fame  difficulties,  "  That  contributions,  in  lieu  of  booty,  had  been 
fettled  wiCh  the  confent  of  the  feveral  iflands."  And  in  a  third, 
*^  That  the  advifers  of  violent  meafures  ought  to  be  liftened  to  with 
great  caution  ;  that  as  moft  of  their  information  came  from  Fpcndi- 
men  who  had  been  emigrants,  it  was  to  be  received  with  fomc  dc- 
jgree  of  diftruft  ;  and  that  foch  of  them  as  were  difpofed  to  violence, 
Should  be  permitted  to  quit  the  iflands." 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  remarked  diat  the  proclamations 
contained  principles  direfHy  in  the  teeth  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  as 
cftablifted  by  dvflians.  **  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,"  was,  in 
thefc  enlightened  and  dvilized  times,  applicable  to  a  ftate  of  i^'ar* 
The  excrcifc  of  the  riglit  of  conqueft  was  limited  by  State  ufc.— 
^uando  hoftis  ifi  men  fotcjiate  efly  hojlis  effe  definite  It  was  Ac  duty 
-of  the  Houfe  .to  take  from  an  cxtenlion  of  the  right  of  conqueft,  ri\c 
weight  of  Brill (h  audiority.  An  army  ought  never  to  levy  morKry 
for  itfolf.  The  force  of  the  proclamations,  although  not  adcd  up- 
on, was  not  done  away  by  the  letters  from  tlie  Secretaries -of  State. 
If  thofe  letters  were  to  be  infcrted  ^y^order  jii?  U>e  Gazettes  of  tlie 
feveral  iflands,  he  {hould  be  fatisfied.  He  concurred  moll  heartily 
in  recording  tlic  former  teftimony  of  the  Houfe  to  the  merits  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  of  which  none  had  a  higher 
fcnfc  than  he  ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  laid  down  that  refiftance  of  in- 
vafion  was  to  incur  the  penalty  of  contributions  and  confilcatior\, 
what  planter  who  had  a  family  to  take  care  of  would  take  up  arms 
to  oppofe  the  enemy  ? 

Mr.  EAST  faid,  he  had  never 'heard  "but  one  diaraiSer  of  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  and  he  was  far  from  meaning  any  imputation  againll 
him  or  Sir  John  Jervis.  But  if  they  had  been  led  into  an  error  by 
mifinformation,  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  correft  that  error  in 
a  ftrongcr  way  than  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  propofcd.. 
He  was  therefore  againft  the  previous  queftion. 

Colonel  WOOD  addrcffcd  the  Speaker  as  follows  ; — It  is  fd- 
dom.  Sir,  that  I  trouble  the  Houfe,  or  intrude  myfclf  upon  your 
attention  ;  but,  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  when  the  charaf.crs  of  two 
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Officers  arc  fo  deeply  implicated,  of  two  gentlemen,  who,  from 
their  meritorious  and  important  fervice?,  have  every  claim  on  the 
gratitude  and  on  the  prot6£lion  of  their  country,  I  (hould  not  fpcl 
that  I  had  properly  difcharged  my  duty,  by  merely  negativing  the 
propofition  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  without  at  the  fame  time 
fhting  to  the  Houfe  my  own  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  com- 
plaints which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  fabricated  by  the  French 
Weft. India  planters,  and  which,  were  wc  to  attend  to,  fofarfron) 
anfwering  any  purpofe  of  juf^ice,  would  be  the  moft  impolitic,  a$ 
well  as  unjuft,  perfecution  of  thofe  two  Officers,  of  which  this 
Houfe  could  be  guilty.  * 

Let  gentlemen  for  a  moment  conflder  the  nature  of  the  papers 
which  have  been  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  evidence  re- 
fulting  from  them,  on  which  we  are  called  to  addre&  His  Majeft)^ 
to  make  a  declaration,  the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  condemn 
the  condufl  of  two  Officers,  for  fervices  for  which  they  have  al- 
ready received  die  moft  flattering  acknowledgements  of  the  Houfe, 
and  which,  fo  hr  from  being  likely  to  anfwer  the  purpofe^  which 
the  Weft-India  planters  contend  for,  would,  on  the  contrary,  be 
holding  out  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  iflanJs,  that  confi&ar 
tions  of  private  property  had  taken  place,  the  ccxitrary  of  which  wp 
know  to  be  the  h&. 

The  papers  upon  our  table  confift  of  a  variety  of  proclamations, 

which  weve  iflued  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  as  welj 

as  by  various  fubordinate  Officers,  inviting  the  peaceable  inhabit 

tints  of  the  French  iflands  to  place  themfelves  under  their  protec* 

tion,  and  to  accq>t  of  terms,  from  which  othcrwife,  by  the  laws  of 

War,  they  would  be  precluded.     A  Mr.  Malefpine,  one  of  the  in- 

habitai)ts  of  St.  Pierre,  in  tlie  idand  of  Martinique^  has  made  an 

affidavit^  which  ftates  that  he,  as  well  as   many  others,  on  the 

ifland  of  Martinique,  had  been  deprived   of  their  property ;  and 

wrgit^,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  been  one  of  thofe  feaceable^ 

good-intentioncd  Frenchmen,  who  wlfticd  well  tm  our  anns,  and 

had  every  inclination  tp  havp  accepted  of  the  terms  held  out  by  the 

Commanders  in  their  proclamation,  but  had  been  ovetawed  by  the 

mulattoes  and  negroes*     Even  allowing  Mr.  Malefpine's  evidence 

to  be  every  word  truth,  and  which,  fX)nfidering  the  evidence  whiqb 

oppofed  it,  would  certainly  be  allowing  him  much  more  than  what 

be  is  entitled  to,  yet'  what  does  it  amount  to  r — Not  that  he  had 

acbally  condu<£led  him£^lf  in  fuch  manner,  as  could  by  any  poffiblc 

conftruAion  ^ve  him  any  claim  to  the  terms  offered  ;  but  only  that 

he  would  have  done  fo,  but  had  been  prevented.     I  much  fear  that 

a  negative  fort  of  oonduift  of  this  fort,  unle&  fubftantiated  muc^ 

VoL.XLl.  ^S 
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better  tiian  what  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Malcfpinc,  irould  not  on 
any  account  have  entitled  him  to  an  exemption  from  any  gen:nl 
contribution,  or  compromife  made  with  the  conquerors,  for  not  cx- 
afting  thofe  rights  which  the  laws  of  war  give  them.  To  cor'r^- 
vert  Mr.  Malefpinc's  affidavit,  not  only  fo  far  as  regard^.  1 '  niclf, 
but  as  to  the  general  condudt  of  the  people  of  M.i!-::;:  ^ue,  ^t 
have  not  only  the  affidavit  of  General  Myers,  but  the  acclantion 
of  many  other  refpeclable  Officers,  wiiich  prove  to  us,  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  every  inch  of  ground  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique  had 
been  contefted  by  the  planters  and  inhabitants;  that  fo  far  from 
having  affijrded  in  any  one  rcfpedt  aftiftance  to  our  troops,  they  had 
perfevered  in  the  moftobftinate  a&s  of  hoftility  ;  and  that  although 
they  had  frequent  invitations  to  furrender  upon  terms,  yet  thc)*  ne- 
ver fhewed  the  fmalleft  inclination  to  do  fo/  That  the  mulartoa 
and  negroes,  fo  far  from  having  overawed  the  whites,  were  thc 
only  people  who  (hewed  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to  be  friendly^;  and 
that  the  white  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre  had  diftinguifhed  thcnrftlvcs 
by  their  a<3ive  and  obflinatc  oppofition. 

Were  any  ftirthef  proofs  relative  to  their  difpofition  and  republi- 
can principles  neceffary,  let  us  remeitiber,  that  we  have  it  in  evi- 
dence before  us,  that  every  Royalift,  or  perfon  in  any  degree  at- 
tached to  the  Englifh,  had  long  ago  either  been  compelled  co  fly  thc 
ifland,  and  have  their  cftates  coniifcatcd,  or  elfe  had  been  cruelly 
butchered  by  thcfe  horrible  mifcreants  and  cannibals.  .Gentlemen 
may  therefore  form  a  pretty  tolerable  judgement  of  Mr.  Malcfpinc 
and  his  principles,  from  the  ftate  of  opulence  in  which  he  was,  un- 
der a  rigid  lans-culottes  Government,  and  that  he  is  ready  ^l  prc- 
fcnt  to  become  a  good  Englilh  fubjeft,  if  he  can  only  wreft  from  our 
foldicrs  and  failors  what  they  have  fo  dearly"  earned. 

Whether  a  town  be  inclofed  by  a  rampart  and  ditch,  or  de- 
fended by  batteries,  and  by  ravines  and  commanding  grounds,  thc 
dilVmflion,  in  my  contemplaticn,  fo  far  as  regards  the  bws  of 
war,  and  the  rights  of  the  conqueror,  is  not  material.  In  rcpird 
to  the  good'or  bad  policy  of  cxcrcifing  thofe  rights,  is  another  quef- 
tion,  regarding  which,  no  doubt,  gentlemen  will  differ ;  and  on 
the  prefent  occafion  it  would  appear,  that  Government  had  differed 
a  little  from  the  two  Commanders  in  Chief,  but  ftill  the  right  re- 
mained the  fame,  and  cannot  be  difputed.  On  this  account,  it 
would  be  hard,  Indeed,  were  Officers  to  be  liable  to  ccnfurje.  For 
my  own  part,  fo  far  from  thinking  that  any  part  of  our  late  dif* 
afters  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  imputable  to  having  treated  thc  planters 
at  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  with  feverity,  I  am  totally  df  a  dif- 
ferent op*  n'on  \  and  that  in  place  of  adopting  thofe  lenient  and  hu- 
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mane  meafures,  we  had  governed  them  by  rigid  fans-culottes  dif- 
ciplinc  ;  removing  from  thofe  iflands  thofc  freebooters  and  Vagabonds 
who  are  the  banc  of  every  regular  Government,  and  until  peace  was 
rc-eftablifhed,  kept  up  fevere  military  law  ;  I  fay,  that  had  we 
adopted  tlris  line  of  conduft,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  fliould  not 
only  have  retained  Guadaloupe,  but  have  prevented  other  difaftcrs. 
Let  gentlemen  for  a  moment  turn  their  eyes  to  the  late  horrid  fccnes 
at  St.  Vincent's  and  at  Grenada,  the  principal  inftigators  and  aftors 
in  which,  are  thofe  very  French  planters,  who  have  been  cheriflicd 
and  careffed  by  our  Government.  We  may  all  reft  affured,  that 
however  much  thefe  diabolical  people  may  pretend  attachment  to 
this  country,  they  all  of  them,  from  the  very  bottom  of  their  fouls, 
envy  and  deteft  us ;  and  at  the  very  time  when  they  embrape  and 
prefs  u$  to  their  arms,  would  give  us  a  mortal  (lab. 

If  any  French  planter,  living  under  the  Britilh  Government, 
have  real  grievances  to  complain  of,  the  Courts  of  Law  in  thisj^ 
country  arc  open  to  them  for  redrefs,  in  the  fame  manner  againft  the 
man  of  higheft  rank,  as  againft  the  meaneft  fubjeft.  The  difcon- 
tents,  however,  of  the  French  are  not  to  be  found,  originating  from 
any  real  grievance,  but  from  that  rcftlefs,  diabolical,  fanguinary 
<lirpofition,  which  of  late  years  feems  to  have  pervadpd  all  ranks  of 
incn,  and  to  have  totally  changed  the  national  charafter. 

For  the  rcafons^hich  I  have  already  ftatcd,  I  fliould  have  pre-  , 
fcnred  to  have  given  a  decided  negative  to  the  propofitjon  of  the  ho«* 
nourable  gentleman,  but  as  the  hour  is  late,  and  the  right  honour-^ 
able  gentleman  has  moved  the  previous  queftion,  I  do  not  wifli 
ionger  to  detain  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjefl,  efpecially  as  fo  far 
from  feeing  any  part  of  the  condu£t  of  thofe  two  gallant  and  meri- 
torious Officers  as  deferving  of  cenfure,  I  will  join  moft  -cordially^ 
in  cxpreffing  that  I  ftill  continue  to  entertain  the  fame  ftnfe  of  the 
importance  of  their  fervices,  which  was  fo  handfomely  acknowledged 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upwards  of  twelve  months  a^o. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  complimented  the  right  honourable  gcntlerr an 
(Mr.  Secretaiy  Dundas)  upon  the  fair  and  manly  manner  in  which 
he  had  come  forward  in  defence  of  gallant  officers,  whom  it  was 
the  duty  of  Minifters  who  employed  them  to  proteS.  He  rejoiced 
that  the  difcuflion  had  taken  place.  Every  naval,  every  military 
"^an,  the  country  at  large,  would  rejoice  to  hear,  what  the  difcuffion 
^^  fully  (hewn,  that  there  was  not  a  fhadow  of  foundation  for  tlie 
afperfions  that  had  been  fo  long  circulated  againft  the  charadlers  of 
Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis.  He  meant  not  to  fay  that 
Mr.  Tliclluflbn  had  been  intentionally  wrong,  but  it  was  evident 
*3t  ht  had  b«en  grofsly  impofcd  upon.     The  proclamadon  of  Ja- 
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nuaiji  1 7949  had  been  argued  apon  as  if  the  inhabitants  of  Mar- 
tlnico  had  entitled  themfelves  to  the  benefit  of  it,  although  it  los 
jperfeftly  well  known  that  they  had  not.  The  confifcadons  had 
been  talked  of  as  if  they  had  amounted  to  the  fee  fimple  of  the 
iiriu)!^  property  of  the  iflands.  If  gentlemen  would  take  the  trou- 
ble of  looking  at  the  whole  fum  to  be  divided  among  the  naiy  and 
army,  they  would  regret  the  fmallnefs  of  it  as  coaipared  withfudi 
diftinguifhed  fcrvice.  It  amounted  to  about  183,0001.— a  Cap- 
tain's (hare  to  200I.  and  much  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  not  more 
than  a  fourth  or  a  third  of  them  were  now  alive  to  receive  that  pit- 
tance. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  the  amount  of  the  aflual 
iales  was  about  1839O00L;  but  the  contributions  went  toraifea 
fum  of  lyiooyoool.  currency,"  or  700,000].  ftcrling.  Hcwxld 
Confole  himfelf  for  the  lofs  of  the  original  motion,  by  the  general 
admiiTion,  that  the  proclamations  contained  things  very  chjedm- 
able.  Even  what  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  proposed, 
livent  the  length  of  admitting  this ;  and  the  intention  of  theor^'nai 
motion  was,  to  obtain  fuch  a  difclaimcr.  He  admitted  die  merits 
of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis;  but  let  gentlemen,  if  they 
pleafed,  ere6t  a  monument  to  their  merits,  provided  the  Houfe  did 
not  vote  away  the  honour  of  the  country.         ^ 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  (bould  not  detain  the  Houfe  upon  a  fubjeft  fo 
fiilly  and  fo  ably  difcuflfed.     He  would  have  preferred  meeting  tfie 
original  motion  with  a  dire^  negative  ;  but  as  the  previous  qucftion 
had  been  moved,  he-woutd  vote  for  it.    He  6bje£ied  to  the  or^nal 
motion^  becaufe,  to  condemn  a  proclamation,  without  fpieci^ing 
the  precife  principles  condemned,  was  to  lead  others  into  error,  as 
one  might  think  it  was  condemned  upon  one  principle,  and  another 
upon  a  principle  very  different.     But  what  he  objeSed  to  (fall  more, 
Aotwithflanding  his  rcfpedl  for  the  mover,  was  die  manner  in  whidi 
the  motion  had  been  introduced.    To  move  a  vote  of  difappiobation 
On  the  proclamation,  and  to  enter  into  various  allegations  of  6^ 
not  to  be  found  in  the  papers  before  the  Houfe,  without  allowing, 
by  a  Motion  of  Inquiry,  a  fair  opportimity  of  repelling  Aofc  alle- 
gations, muft  be  conffaiied  into  a  direct  attack  upon  the  characters 
of  rood  meritorious  officers,  and  an  approbation  of  the  calumnies 
circulated  againft  them ;  calumnies  which  no  man  believed  ooold 
ftand  the  tcft  of  inquiry.     The  capture  of  Martmico  was  one  of 
thofe  inftances  of  prompt  decilion,  mixed  \i^th  prudence,  whidi 
charafterifed  the  military  conduft  of  Sr  Charles  Grey.    The  latter 
part  of  the  propofition  which  wa^  meant  to  follow  the  piwiou* 
queftion,  he  traded;  would  be  adopted  iinammoufly* 
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Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  upon  \Vhat  evidence 
ftc  contributions  were  faid  to  be  calculated  at  700,000!. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  computing  from 
300,0001.  levied  upon  St. 'Lucia^  the  contribution  upon  MartinicQ, 
an  ifland  fo  much  larger,  could  not  be  lefs  than  700,000!. 

Mr.  OREY  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  Icncw  that  no  fuch 
thing  had  been  done  as  levying  300,000!.  upon  St.  Lucia.     That 
fum   had    been  propofed  in  lieu  of  all  prize-money,    reduced  to 
150,0001.,  of  which  about  i2,o0oK  had  been  raifcd  and  after- 
wards  remitted.     The  contribution,  if  carried  into  efFc(5l,  could 
not  have  been  in  the  fame  proportion  at  Marti nico,  where  prizc- 
vaoney  of  another  defcription  was  brought  to  account  for  the  captors. 
General  SMITH  faid,  he  did  not  condemn  the  proclamations 
more  than  they  were  condemned  by  gentlemen  who  oppi^fed  the 
motion,   or  by  the  officers  who  rctraflcd  them.      Seme  declararion 
to  the  colonies,  and  to  other  natipns,  was  ncccffary  to  do  away  the 
cffcA  of  this  error  in  judgement.     He  denied  in  the  ftrcngeft  terms 
the  ncceflity  of  giving  booty  to  foldiers,  in  order  to  prefcrve  mili- 
taiy  difcipline.      It  was  not  to  be  cxpefted  that  military  men  (hould 
he  lb  well  vcrfcd  in  the  law  of  nations  as  thofe  who  made  it  their 
peculiar  ftudy.     He  wi(hed  the  propofiiion  intimated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  been  thought  fufficicnt ;  but  as  it  had  not,  tlierc 
was  no  injuftice  in  faving  that  it  ought  to  be  ftrcnger. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  the  rigours  of  war,  as 
tlicy  were  allowed  at  the  beft  to  be  horrors,  fliould  be  conftrucd  by 
the  lateft  and  moft  lenient  rule,  and  not  by  the  lefs  civilized  rules 
of  ancient  and  barbarous  times*  ^ 

The  Houfc  then  divided  on  the  previous  qaeftion  moved  on  Mr. 
Barham*s  motion.-. 

Ayes  67  ;  Noes  14. 
Mf.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  then  made  the  motions  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.     On  tlic  firftj  '•  Tliat  the  inhabitants  of  Marti- 
nique had  not  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  oflered  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  ift  of  January,   17941  &c.  the  Hoafe  divided^ 

Ayes  64 ;  Noes  13. 
On  his  fecond  motion—"  That  the  proclamation  of  the  i  oth 
and  2iftof  May,  1794,  never  having  been  adtcd  upon,  the  Houfe 
do  not  think  it  neccf&ry  to  come  to  any  declaration  thereupon-^ 
but  cordially  pcrfevere  in  the  Vote  of  Thanks  unanimoufly  pnficd 
by  the  Houfe,  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  the 
oflSccrs  and  troops  under  their  command,  for  the  eminent  and  dif- 
tioguilhed  ferviccs  which  rliey  rendered  to  tlieir  counrry  /' 
A  coAVcrfation  t^*<»k  place. 
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Several  Members  laid»  that  to  the  firft  part  of  the  propoGdon 
&ey  objcded,  fince  in  their  minds  the  proclamations  were  a<^ed 
upon  ;  but  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  motion,  declaring  their  cordial 
acq uiefcence  in  the  Vote  of  Thanks  of  laft  year,  they  hacf'iw  ob- 
jedion  ;  they  wiQied  therefore  that  the  motions  (hould  be  feparatcd. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  they  came,  in  his  mind^  pro- 
perly togcdicr,  fince  they  declared  in  the  firft  the  reafon  why  they 
came  to  the  fecond.  It  proved  that  there  had  been  an  a^jiadon 
upon  which  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  renew  the  Vote  of  Thanks 
they  had  already  paffed ;  but  at  the  fame  time  if  the  Houfe  were 
of  opinion  that  the  queftions  (hould  bo  divided,  he  would  not  refill 
their  wiih. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved,  that  the  quefiion  fliould  be 
divided  at  the  word  "  thereupon,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  firft  motion  refpedling  the  proclamations  was  then  put,  and 
the  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes  57  ;  Nccs  14. 

The  .queftion  of  thanks  was  then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  with  the  fingle  diffent  of  Mr.  ROSE,  jun.  whoperfiftcd 
in  his  negative,  though  he  exprefled  the  veneration  in  which  he  held 
the  charaders  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis  ;  but  think- 
ing that  the  proclamations  of  the  i  oth  and  21ft  of  May  were  afled 
upon,  he  could  not  fufFer  the  vote  of  thanks  to  pafs  nemiru  centra- 
dicente. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.-Barham's  Motion. 

Alexander  AUardyce,  Efq.  Aberdeen,  &c. 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  City  of  London 

{ohn  Forfter  Barham,  Efq.  Stockbridgc 

•aulBcnficld,  Efq.  Shaftftury 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  City  of  London 

Duncan  Davjdfon,  Efq.  Cromartyflure 

Edward  Hyde  Eaft,  Elq.  Great  Bed iviu 

Charles  Rofc  Ellis,  Efq.  Heytelbury 
Nathaniel  Braifey  Halhed,  Efq.         Lymington 

Richard  Paul  Joddrell»  Efq.  Seaford 

Mr.  Alderman  LuQiington  City  of  London 

William  Manning,  Efq.  Plympton  Earlc  ' 

George  Henry  Rofe,  Efq.  Southampton 

General  Smith  Wareham 
George  Smithy  Efq.                      ^    Leftwithiel 

Robert  Smith,  Efq.  Nottingham 

$amuel  Smith,  Efq.  Leicellcr 

Peter  Ifaac  Thclluflbn,  Efq.  Midhurft 

Sir  William  Young,  Bart.  St.  Mawes 

TELLERS. 

John  Forfter  Barham,  Efq,  Stockbridge 

WilVao)  Maaning,  Efq.  Plymptoa  Earlc. 
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Wednejia^j   ^^d  June 9 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  die 
bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  allow  a  certain  incx)me  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  empowering  Commiflloners  to 
allot  a  certain  part  of  that  income  to  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  of 
\\>  Royal  Highnefs,  and  from  preventing  tfie  accumulation  of  debt 
in  future, 

"Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  did  not  wifh  to  enter  at  large  into  thisfub* 
\tfi  now  ;  there  nri^ht  be  another  npportunitj^  for  that  purpofe ;  but 
a^  he  had  objcficd  to  the  payment  of  thefe  debts  in  totOy  he  could 
n  ;t  give  his  vote  tor  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  and  therefore 
he  felt  it  his  dCity  to  call  for  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  bull- 
nefs. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  fecond  reading  50.— Againft  it  10. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com-^ 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  HOB  ART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Emperor's  loan  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  tlioufand  pounds. 

The  rcfolution  was  read  a  firft  time.     On  the  queftion  for  the 
{iecond  reading, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  ftated  his  qbjedlions  to  the  general  principle  of 
this  loan.      He  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  take  this  matter  again  into  fe- 
rious  confidcration.     There  was,  he  faid,  a  great  alteration  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  fincc  the  Houfe  firft  voted  for  this  loan,  fo  great 
that  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  now  change  its  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  granting  it.      It  was  a  queftion  now,  whether  or  not  we 
were  likely  to  obtain  an  equivalent  for  this  very  large  fum  of  mo- 
t\cy  \  This  queftion  fcemed  to  him  to  depend  very  much  upon  t^o 
'confidcrations:  firft,  the  probability  of  any  co-operation.     Upon 
the  probability  of  that  co-operation  he  owned,  that,  confidering  the 
ftatc  of  the  Germanic  empire,  he  thought  that  very  doubtful,  from 
the  difpofition  which  that  Monarch  had  manifefted  in  his  refcript  to 
the  Germanic  States,  wherein  he  ftates  his  readinefs  to  make  peace 
Vith  France ;  and  in  this  objeft  he  feemcd  to  be  running  a  race  of 
negociation  with  our  late  ally,  the  King  of  Pruflia.     In  another 
view  of  this  matter  it  might  be  laid,  that  the  Emperor,  apprehend-* 
ing  that  the  States  of  the  Germanic  empire  may  njake  a  difadvan- 
tagcous  peace,  is  endeavouring  to  engage  them  ffme  time  longer  be- 
fore the/  conclude  it.     What  was  the  refult  of  this  r — Why,  that 
he  muft  flicw  to  them  that  he  is  fincere,  and  that  he  does  not  mean 
to  make  this  propo£il  to  them  for  any  perfonal  confidcrations  of  his 
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ovrn,  but  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Germanic  body.     Now^  he 
would  z{k,  what  certainty  had  we  of  any  co-operation  at  all  on  the 
part  of  the  Emperor^  if  he  (bould  once  make  pcaoe,  as  head  of  the 
^pire  'i  Even  if  he  (hould  be  fincere  in  his  intention  to  continue  the 
war,  through  what  ftate  could  he  co-operate  with  us  ?  Not  in  the 
Noith,  or  the  North-eaft  frontier :  the  only  attack  that  could  be 
made  on  jFrance  was  on  the  South-eaft  frontier,  between  Geneva 
and  Nice.     Such  a  fyflem  of  attack  could  jiot  but  be  attended  \i-itb 
fiiany  difadvaotagcs.     The  point  of  attack  was  at  a  great  diihnce 
irom  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  by  no  means  vulnerable.     In 
former  times  attacks  had  been  made  on  that  froi>ti^  of  France,  but 
very  little  impreflion  had  at  any  time  been  made.      The  vulnerable 
part  of  France  was  rather  from  Bade  to  Dunkirk,  than  near  Nkc. 
The  powers  that  had  attacked  the  South-E^ift  frohlier,  h^  never 
been  able  to  penetrate  above  30  miles  into  Provence  and  Dauphlny. 
Tiie  Duke  of  Savoy  once  got  as  far  as  Emblun,  and  was  forced  to  re- 
tire almofl  immediately.     Prince  Eugene  advanced  to  Toulon,  but 
made  no  impreflion  upon  the  place.  Bcfides,  It  was  to  be  remembered 
tliat  the  French  were  at  prefcnt  in  poflcflion  of  thofc  paffcs  by  which 
an  attack  could  be  made*    In  the  laft  two  centuries  the  French  h?vc 
often  poured  down  their  arrnies  into  Savoy,  and  have  taken  the  wholQ 
rf  it,  which  they  aften^'ards  rcftored  by  treaty  to  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia when  peace  w^s  concluded  with  the  other  hoftile  powers,  though 
the  Savoyards  have  fcarcely  ever  been  able  to  penetrate  into  Franct 
The  next  fubjec^  of  confidcration  was,  how  long  we  were  certain  of 
the  alliance  with  the  King  of  Sardinia;  for  without  that  it  wasiin- 
poflible  for  the  King  of  Hungarj'  to  do  any  thing ;  and  Sardinia 
has  always  been  a  fort  of  J!nc  qua  mn^  and  even  fo  far  back  as  Farfwr 
Paul,  was  celebrated   for  a  Punica  fides.     This  perfidious  fyftem 
(he  has  always  purfucd  ;  and  it  behoves  us  to  examine,  whether  ttis 
line  of  conduct  arifcs  from  the  perfonal  character  of  .her  Kings*  w 
t.ie  nature  of  her  H.^jatlon  ?  Her  fituation  is  bctvixen  two  vcr)'po^riT- 
fui  countries,  which  are  frequently  at  enmity,  and  hence  Ihc  is 
conftantly  obliged  to  league  with  the  ftronger.     Such  her  fairh  vu 
in  1600,  fuch  has  it  been  ever  fince  ;  for  in  the  time  of  Charles 
Emanuel  it  is  recorded,  her  King  was  fighting  for  the  French,  a«f 
bravely  too,  while  he  was  negociating  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor ; 
whence,  notwithfhinding  his  profound  fecrccy,  policy,  and  courage, 
the  ill  fucccfs  of  the  French  was  afterwards  attributed  to  diat  ncg^ 
ciation,     l4>  1744,  or  thereabouts,  the  King  of  Sardinia  cnre^ 
into  two  or  three  negnciations  with  France,  Spain,  and  Ei^Und  at 
the  fame  time,  and  afterwards  preferred  England,  bccauie  he  there- 
by took  an  annualTum  of  i  8o,oool.     Yet,  while  he  received  this 
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money,  be  entered  into  a  fepante  peace  widi  France ;  and  In  1 7  46^ 
whSe  he  continiied  to  receive  our  money  too,  made  a  feparate  treaty 
with  Auftria.  Upon  what  ground^  then,  can  we  now  expe£t  better 
feith  ?  How  long  are  we  to  bt  anfwerablc  for  his  conduA,  wheA 
the  French  arc  in  pofleflion  of  Nice  ? — But  there  is  ai)  inclination 
in  Sardinia  to  make  peace  with  them,  and  upon  this  inclination  it 
is  imprudent  to  run  fo  great  a  rifle,  and  on  fuch  uncertain  conditions. 
The  Enriperor,  in  direS  oppofition  to  the  tenor  of  his  treaty  with 
Great  Britain^  is  about  to  negociate  with  the  French  Republic  in 
his  imperial  chara<Ser,  becaufe  he  is  compelled  thereto  by  the  Ger- 
manic empire.  If  it  be  imprafticable  for  him  then  to  comply  with 
one  part  of  his  engagement,  what  affurance  have  wc  that  he  will 
comply  with  the  otlier  ?  How  may  he  have  the  ability  of  repayment  ? 
—He  may  be  engaged  in  another  war  with  Pruflta— Hemay  be  en^ 
gigcd  in  another  war  with  the  Turks  alfo,  and  then  what  chance 
have  wc  that  he  will  be  able  to  refund  the  money  I  Another  confi- 
deration  is,  that  if  he  does  adhere  to  his  treaty  with  Great  Britain^ 
and  does  not  n^ociate  with  the  French  Republic,  that  he  moft  pro- 
bably will  be  involved  in  a  war  with  Pojflia  ;  and  if  he  is  involved, 
will  not  that  IclTen  our  expedlations  of  any  cfEcient  co-operation, 
and  may  it  not  at  laft  ftimulate  him,  according  to  the  vulgar  but  ex- 
preilivc  phrafe,  to  patch  up  a  peace  with  France  ?  For  thefe  rcafons 
he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  refletSl  a  little,  and  give  their  votes 
agalnft  the  loan  in  iolo, 

Mr.  ROBINS  oppfcd  the  -motion  ;  and  took  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  there  had  been  :i  r^rcat  defect  fomewhere  ia  the  manage  meat  of 
our  navy,  into  which  lie  was  of  opinion,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  in- 
Rituted. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggcfted,  that  the  point  which  ihe  honourable 
gentleman  was  purfoing,  had  no  reference  to  the  queftion* 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  v/hat  fell  from  his  honourable  friend/  re- 
fpciiing  the  fleet,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  entirely  unconnedled 
with  the  queftion,  the  more  efpccially  as  the  arguments  urged  origi- 
nally in  favour  of  the  loan,  turned  chiefly  on  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived to  us  from  a  dlvifion  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  by  land,  ia 
order  tliat  we  might  the  better  continue  our  fuperiority  atfea.  With 
refpcS  to  the  loan,  he  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  confidcr  very  ferioufly 
the  ftep  they  were  now  taking,  and  how  totally  deflitutc  they  were 
of  any  defence  of  their  condu<Sl  to  their  conftituents.  He  then  al- 
luded to  a  fact,  which  he  ftated  when  this  fubjeft  was  laft  difcuiTed 
in  that  Houfe.  The  fact  he  ftatcd  v/a ,  not-  ftri(^]y  correct,  as  h« 
learned  by  a  letter  fince  fent  to  him.  But  the  difference  made  con- 
fiderably  in  favour  of  the  conclufion  he  drew,  as  to  the  fidelity  of 
Vol.  XLI.  3  T 
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Ac  Emperor,  in  the  fuliilmcnt  of  his  pecuniary  engagefcncnts>    He 
had  faid,  that  certain  religious  hdufes  in  France  had  lent  the  Em- 
peror large  fums  of  money,  to  be  repaid  at  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  and 
that  the  Emperor  had  firft  iffued  an  order  that  the  ihtercft  (houW  nx 
he  paid  to  any  but  to  thofe  who  could  prove  their  emigration,  and  af- 
terwards had  ifliied  another  order  that  no  ihtereft  ihould  be  paid  a! 
all.    In  confequence  of  this  ftatemcnt,  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
a  friend,  in  which  he  had  informed  him,  "  that  the  rel^ous  hodb 
were  fituatcd  not  in  Frante,  but  in  the  Auftrian  Netheclands.   The 
bonds  for  the  money  lent  belonged  to  Englilh  convents  of  Nms  in 
the  Emperor's  own  dominions  ;  and  it  was  to  his  own  fubje^  that 
the  Emperor  had  been' guilty  of  a  breach  of  fitith/^     Such  was  the 
purport  of  the  letter.     The  feft  therefore  waSy  that  tliis  was  an  ag- 
gravated circumftante  in  the  conduft  of  thp  perfidious  Emperor,  and 
an  additional  proof  of  the  credit  of  the  Bankrupt  bank  of  Vienna. 
With  rcfpeft  to  the  political  principle  of  the  meafure,  the  country 
was  to  give  money  for  afliftance,  which  was  not  flipulated,  anJ 
which  the  country  could  not  cnforcie.     Mis  fmpcrial  Majcfty  did 
not  fey  that  h«  would  not  make  peace,  in  his  Convention  widi  this 
country ;  whereas  in  his  rcfcrrpt  to  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  he  had 
faid,  tJiat  he  would  make  peace.     The  Houfc,  therefore,  were 
called  upon  to  grant  the  loan,  without  any  decided  affurancfe,  that 
the  Emperor  would  continue  the  war ;  and  with  a  dircdl  affertionof 
his  readinefs  to  make  peace.     With  refpetS  to  the  power  of  the 
Emperor  to  repay  the  money,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what  ar- 
guments could  be  adduced  in  proof  of  his  capacity  to  keep  his  en- 
gagements on  that  head  with  Great  Britain.     It  ought  to  be  {hewn 
tliat  the  revenues  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  were  fufHcicnt  to  repay 
the  money,  independently  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Impe- 
rial dominions:  It  had  been  faid,  that  a  ftipulatbn  had  been  made, 
that  the  payment  to  this  country  were  to  be  made  before  any  other 
payments.     Could  any  perfon  give  credit  to  this  ?  or  fuppofc  that 
His  Imperial  Majefty  would  confent  to  curtail  the  neceflary  expca- 
diture  in  his  own  dominions,  for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  the  claims 
of  Great  Britain  ?  The  faft  therefore  was,  that  a  loan  was  ft?  he 
granted,  without  any  affurance  being  made.by  the  Emperor,  that  he 
would  afford  effcdluaf  aid.     He  had,  it  was  true,  agreed  tt)  ra/fe 
two  hundred  thoufand  men.     Where  were  thofc  men  ?  and  ho^ 
did  the  country  know  that  they  would,  if  fuch  a  number  could  be 
raifed,  co-operate  with  this  country  ?  It  appeared  then,  that  if  the 
£mpetor  did  not  choofc  to  keep  his  engagement.  Great  Britain  coutf 
hot  force  him ;  and  that  if  he  did  keep  his  engs\gemertt,  he  might 
ftill  make  peace  without  any  inconfiftency.     By  the  way,  ws  then 
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any  man  (ure  that  his  co-<:^)eration  would  not  ceafe  altogether,  as 
foon  as  the  royal  affent  (hould  be  given  to  the  bill  for  the  loan  ? 
Thus  after  we  were  deceived  by  Pruffia,  in  an  engagement  Iq 
which  we  had  the  power  to  flop  the  iffuing  of  our  money,  and 
which,  upon  his  failure,,  we  did  ftop  after  a  great  lofs,  we  were 
again  to  enter  into  an  engagement  which  might  coft  us  m^y  mil- 
lions, in  which  we  had  no  power  to  flop.  The  Houfe  was  at  liberty 
to  decide  as  it  pleafed,  but  if  it  took  upon  itfelf  to  guarantee  this 
loan,  and  fhould  afterwards  be  deceived,  he  bade  it  remember  th^t 
it  could  not  fay  but  it  had  properly  been  warned. 

Mr.   Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  but  a  few  obfervations  to 
make,  and  thofe  he  Would  comprcis  into  as  narrow  a  compafs  as 
pofliblc,— -A  right  honcAirable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  a  diveriioa 
in  £eivour  of  our  navy  was  the  only  point  of  benefit  on  which  the 
loan  to  the  Emperor  was  juftifiedw— If  that  was  the  only  argument, 
it  would  of  itfelf  be  a  good  one — but^as  it  in  faft  the>only  ground 
on  which  we  were  to  build  hopes  from  this  .aid  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  ?  Was  not  a  great. objeft  of  reliance  for  fuccefs  againft  the  ene- 
my the  unabated  prefTure  upon  France  in  her  prefent  harrafTed  and 
diYided  date  ?  and  in  the  next  degree  to  our  own  efforts,  were  nqt 
thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  the  moft  important  ?  This  combina^ 
6on  might  now,  confidering  the  prefent  internal  ftatc  of  France,  be 
brought  to  bear,  and  to  produce  advantages  ten-fold  fuperior  to  any 
that  had  hitherto  taken  place.     As  to  what  had  been  faid  in  depre- 
ciation of  Auftrian  fidelity  in  pecuniary  engagements,  he  thought  it 
merited  little  reply.     It  confifted  of  ex  parte  ftatemcnts,  extra£ked 
from  the  letters  of  intercfted  individuals,  and,  if  taken  into  confi- 
dcration  at  all,  (hould  be  taken  with  very  great  allowance.     But 
what  marked  that  ftatement  with  peculiarity  was,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  when  he  mentioned  it  on  a  former 
day,  had  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  from  good  in- 
formation ;  and  yet*  this  day  the  right  honourable  gentleman  came 
down  and  confeffed,  that  on  that  fubjedl  he  was  mifmformed.— 
Was  a  ftatement  of  this  kind,  fo  flimfily  fupported,  to  impeach  the 
fidelity  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ?  As  to  the  Emperor's  decree  refpciJl. 
ing  the  non-payment  of  thofe  who  did  not  prove  their  emigration,  it 
alluded  cndrely  to  his  own  fubje(Sls,  not  to  thofe  of  France.    When 
the  rulers  of  France  got  poffcflion  of  Flanders,  and  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  war  and  peace,  confifcated  the  property  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  Court  of  Vienna  thought  proper  to  purfue  the  line  of  conduit 
which  had  been  followed  by-Great  Britain,  and  to  rcfufe  certain  re- 
ligious focieries,  who  were  holders  of  Imperial  fecurities,  payment 
during  the  war.     Finally,  he  maintained,  that  for  good  faitli,  no 
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Court  in  Europe  ftood  higher  than  that  of  Vienna  ;  infomudiy  dot 
he  challenged  any  man  to  ihew  a  lingle  infiance  in  whidi  it  was 
called  in  quedion.     But  it  had  been  faid  the  Efnpercnr  intended  to 
make  peace  widi  the  French.     That  fuggeftion,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
true,  was  of  little  weight  againft  the  expediency  of  the  loan ;  for  he 
put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  he  put  it  to  Mr.  Fox  himfelf  to 
fay,  whether  there  was  the  fmalleft  inconliftcncy  in  the  Empenv's 
declaring,  as  head  of  the  Germanic  body,  his  willti^cfs  to  ncgoci- 
ate  for  a  peace,  and  at  the  lame  time  profecuting  the  war  as  Gnmd 
Duke  of  Auftria.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  bif  fo, 
he  would  confront  him  with  the  records  of  hiftoiy.      He  mi^t  a 
well  argue,  that  the  King  of  Groat  Britain,  as  Eleftor  of  Hanover, 
ihould  rcfufe  his  contingent,  or  ncceffarily  embroil  Great  Britain  in 
war.     The  next  argument  that  had  been  advanced  was,  that  if  the 
States  made  peace,  the  Emperor  could  not  continue  the  war.    To 
Ais  he  fliould  reply,  that  former  Emperors  had  made  war  with 
France  though  the  States  were  at  peace.    But  what  afForded  gcntlc- 
inen  fuch  a  clear  conviflion  that  the  States  would  make  peace  ?  feme 
of  the  States  had  expreffed  wi(hes  for  peace,  and  the-  Emperor  had 
evinced  his  willingnefs  to  make  peace  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
empire.    But  how  had  it  been  afcertained  that  the  French  would  not 
make  exorbitant  demands,  and  demand  an  cxtcnflon  of  the  Frootkt 
to  the  Rhine  r  Would  fuch  a  demand,  which  would  tend  to  over- 
throw the  whole  Elcftoral  College,  tend  to  induce  the  States  to  ac- 
cept of  a  peace  on  fuch  conditions  ^  Had  gentlemen  well  confidcrrf 
what  the  terms  of  a  treaty  might  be  ?  and  did  they  imagine  that  the 
States  would  confcnt  to  (hut  out  the  Emperor  from  all  intcrcourfc 
with  part  of  his  dominions  ?  But  admitting  the  force  of  the  atgumcnt 
deduced  from  the  States  making  peace,  would  not  fuch  an  event  be 
as  great  a  barrier  to  France  as  to  the  Emperor  ?  The  Emperor  f^ould 
therefore  under  fuch  circumftances  be  able  to  concentrate  all  hisforfc 
on  the  fide  of  Italy,  and  here  it  was  afferted  that  the  Emperor  might 
i)c  preyented  from  attacking  France  on  the  fouth-eaft   frohdcr,  bf 
the  King  of  Sardinia  making  peace.     This  was  another  aflcrtion 
which  was  wholly  unaccompanied  with. proof.     Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  the  affertion,  fuppofe  that  the  recent  events 
that  had  occurred  in  the  Mediterranean  and  in  France,  would  afford 
a  powerful  inducement  to  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  make  peace  .^ 
Upon  the  whole,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confider,  whether  in  4o 
prcfcnt  ftate  of  France  it  was  not  a  moft  advifeablc  thing  to  have 
?oo,ooo  Auftrlans  hanging  upon  the  frontier  of  France  and  ready 
to  avail  themfclvcs  of  everj'  opportunity. 
.  Mr.  FOX  explained  the  tranfadion  of  intereft  having  been  re- 
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fufcd  to  be  paid  upon  the  Vienna  bonds,  of  which  he  ofFered  to  pro- 
dace  aiiy  evidence  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  inight  require. 
He  had  not  expreffed  a  doubt,  whether  the  Emperor  would  be  able 
to  z<St  at  all,  after  having  made  peace  as  head  of  the  Empire^  but 
whether  he  ^ould  be  able  to  a£t  with  any  efFed. 

Mr.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  had  only  aflerted  that  the  Emperor 
had  never  made  any  confiderable  impreflion  on  the  fouthem  fronder, 
fo.as  to  render  it  worth  while  to  purchafe  his  aflifiance  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

General  SMITH  afked  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
could  prove  that  our  expectations  had  increafcd  ten-fold.     Thp 
fubjed  of  the  loan  had  been  brought  forward  in  December,   it  was 
now  June,  and  were  we  to  be  told,  as  the  ground  of  thofe  increafed 
expedlaticns,  that  the  campaign  was  about  to  be  opened  ?     What, 
he  afked,  had  been  done?     The  only  place  belonging  to  the  Em- 
peror in  the  Low  Countries  was  befieged,  and  had  that  fiege  been 
Taifed  ?   He  was  not  to  be  impofed  upon  by  aflertions ;  he  wi(hed  to 
come  to  a  ilatement  of  h&s.     The  fineft  appointed  Audrian  army 
^t  had  ever  taken  the  field,  had  been  beat  and  obliged  to  recede ; 
die  country  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fumi(h  new  levies.     If  fuch 
had  been  the  fate  of  the  former  expedition,  how  could  it  be  hoped» 
in  the  prelent  exhaufted  ftatc  of  the  Empire,   thzt  any  frefli  at-* 
tempt  would  be  fuccefsful }    He  would  mention  an  important  fa£t ; 
he  was^  well  aiTured  that  in  every  Court  on  the  continent.  Great 
Britain  was  regarded  with  deteftation,  becaufe  (he  was  coniidercd  as 
prefentitig  the  only  obftacle  to  peace.     It  was  particularly  the  cafe 
in  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  there  the  defire  of  peace  was  fo  great,  that 
they  were  not  even  difpofed  to  carry  ort  the  war  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Low  Countries.     The  greateft  of  all  curfcs  was  a  lingering  and 
prorraded  war.     What  had  been  the  fentiment  of  the  country  for 
Ac{e  five  or  fix  months  paft  ?     Had  it  not  been  at  one  time  the  ge- 
neral wifli  to  recover  from  Holland  the  remnant  of  our  troops  ? 
Had  not  the  return  of  thefe  diminifhed  and  mutilated  fquadrons 
been  confidered  as  a  fort  of  triumph  ?     He  had  at  the  commence- 
ment been  an  advocate  and  fupporter  of  the  war ;  he  would  have 
made  any  facrifice  to  preferve  Holland  ;  but  when  that  was  loft, 
he  confidered  the  objedt  of  the  war  as  entirely  gone. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  repeated  the  objections  which  he  had  made  ort 
former  occafions  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  as  a  pecuniary  tranfac- 
tion.  In  confequence  of  thofe  terms,  if  the  payment  (hould,  at 
the  expiration  of  1 8  years,  ultimately  fall  upon  this  countrj',  an 
annual  fum  of  437,000!.  would  be  loft  to  the  Public* 
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TfacHoure  divided  on  the  queflion  '^  That  tbci:eport bs now 
readva  fecond  time.:*' 

Ayes,  do ;     Noes,  35* 

tJpon  our  rc-admiffion  into  the  gallery,  we  ibund  Mr.  Fox  oa 
his  legs  :  he  was  then  referrhig  to  diofe  Princes  of  die  Empire  who 
Mrcre  de(irous  of  peace.     The  very  objedl  of  thofe  Princes,  in  mak- 
ing peace,  would  be  to  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  French  or  Aut 
trian  troops  through  their  territory.     Whether,    then,  would  the 
Emperor,  in  fuch  an  event,  be  able  fo  to  profccute  the  war,  that 
it  would  be  worth  while  for  us  to  purchafe  his  affifiance?    He  ad- 
verted to  what  had  been  urged  refpcfting  tlie  diftrefs  of  France. 
That  diftrefe,  he  faid,    arofe  from  two  caufes.:    the  firft  was  the 
icarcity  of  provifions,  which  was  experienced  in  a  great  many  oAcr 
parts  of  Europe,  and  vfzs  certainly  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the 
operation  of  the  war.     That  fcarcitj%  perhaps,  nigod  Jikve  ^cfcitly 
in  France  than  any  wbereclfe,  but  had  the  Emperor  at  all  contribut- 
ed to  that  circumftancc  ?  There  was  another  fource  of  their  diftrefe, 
which  arofe  from  their  intern^  divifions.     The  Emperor  might  in- 
deed contribute  to  thofe  divifions,  but  it  was  by  receding,  and  not 
i)y  advancing  againft  them,     it  had  been  found  that  every  cnemy-of 
France,  by  relinquilhing  attacks,   took  the  aK)ft  effei^ual  metboi 
to  promote  thofe  divifions.     Of  this  he  was  aflurcdj   not  only  0$ 
principle,  but  from  the  teftimony  of  facls-     They  had  occafion  to 
obferve  the  French  in  different  ftages  of  their  revolutiooj   and  it 
had  always  been  found,    that  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  preffuic 
upon  them,  their  cxcVtions  had  been  united.     He  wbuld  not  &y 
that  if  the  Emperor  were  to  bring  two  hundred  thoufand  men  to  thp 
French  frontier  it  would  have  an  immediate  tendency  to  rcftorc 
union  and  regularity  in  France,  but  it  would  certainly  be  the  inoft 
Jikcly  method  to  produce  fuch  an  efFedt.     It  had  been  -faid,  that 
there  was  no  profpect  that  an  inftantaneous  peace  would  take  place 
between  France  ar\d  the  States  of  the  Empire.     The  ^eat  bar  ^"35 
row  removed — the  Frencli  Republic  was  virtually  acknowledged; 
the  Emperor  had  ihewn  a  difpofition  to  make  poace,  and  the  dk& 
next  to  that  of  the  a6tua\  conclufion  of  a  treaty,  had  already  taken 
place.     There  was  one  more  faft  relpeding  this  tranfaclion,  to 
which  he  (liould  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.     Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  ftated  four  months  ago  that  tl\c  Emperor  had  agreed  to  brii? 
200,000  men  into  the  field,  if  this  country  would  aid  himvi^l^* 
loan  of  four  millions,  in  which  fum  were  to  be  included  the  advances 
that  had  already  been  made.      It  now  appeared  that  the  four  mil- 
lions were  to  be  made  up  over  and  abOvc  thofe  advances.    He  wifted 
to  know  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fairly  ftated  tlic 
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f ranfaftion  in  the  iirft  inftance ;  if  fo,  the  Emperor  had  already 
broke  his  engagement^  by  requiring  a  larger  fum  than  had  origi^ 
nally  been  (lipulated. 

The  refotutipns  were  then  agreed  to  without  a  divi(ion,  and  k 
bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  in  purfuance  of  the  fame, 

Mr,  M/ A.  TAYLOR  referred  to  the  tranfaftions  that  had 
lately  taken  place  at  the  Ead-India  Houfe,  refpcding  an  indemnifi- 
cation and  an  annuity  to  be  granted  to  Warren  Hayings,    Efq^ 
A  fum  of  7 1  yoool.  had  been  already  voted  to  him,  as  law  charges^ 
which,    it   was  dated,,   was  not  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Controul.      An  annuity  of  5 cool,  was  propefed  to  be  granted,  but 
this,  it  ^*as  (aid,    mud  be  done  in  concurrence/  with  that  Boards 
He  wiftied  to  know  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
Viead  of  the  Board  of  Controut,  whether  that  Board  had  no  power 
over  die  difpofal  of  fo  large  a  fum  as  7  i,oool.     If  fo,  it  was  in- 
deed a  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  as  it  was  only  to  that  Board  they 
Could  Igok  for  refp©nfibility  ;  he  (hould  think  himfelf  bound  to  bring 
forward  the  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe,  but  dlfcloimcd  all  motfvcs  of  pcr- 
fonal  pique  and  malevolence. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  though  little  intitled  to  fpcat 
on  the  authority  of  an  aft  of  Parliament,  he  would  give  the  beft  an- 
fwcr  he  could  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  queftion.     By  the  zi^t 
^f  the  year  1793,  there  were  two  diftindl  appropriations  ;  one,  re- 
lative to  the  revenues  In  India,  the  other,  to  the  fales  at  home  ;  and 
Ac  terms  of  them  were  different :  As  to  the  revenues  coUefted  in 
India,  the  firft  provifion  was  for  payment  of  military  charges;  the 
fccond,  for  payment  of  debts;  the  third,  for  thechai^gesof  Goverrf- 
n^tnt;    the  fourth,  for  providing  an  invcftmcnt ;  and  by  the  fifths 
after  payment  of  the  500^00!,.  to  Government,  the  furplus  was 
to  be  difpofed  of  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  Diredlors.     It  was, 
therefore,  he  conceived,  out  of  the  power  of  the  Court  of  Dire*Sor» 
to  apply  it  on  any  account  till  the  debts  were  entirely  fatisfied.     As 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  fales  at  home,  after  the  outgoings  and 
^hc  chaig^  of  the  Company,  there  was  provifion  for  the  intcreft  of 
aU  debts— the  dividend— -the  payment  of  bills  of  India  in  way  of 
transfer— 500,0001.  to  the  Public — ^and  laftly,  the  guarantee  to 
accumulate  to  twelve  millions  for  capital  for  the  Company,  as  pub- 
lic property.     He  would  fay  then,  fince  it  was  mentioned,  that  he 
^as  clear  the  payment.alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
''ot  fall  under  any  of  thofe  heads.     The  refult  was,  that  the  fum 
<^f  7i,oooL  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  could  only 
^oinc  under  the  defcription  of  the  expcnces,   and  cliarges  of  the 
^mpany  at  liome.     By  the  C3q;>rcfs  regulations  of  the  z&g    the 
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Court  of  Proprietors  had  not  power  to  difpofe  of  a  fingle  fixpence, 
and  he  thought  that  the  Court  of  Diredors  would  paufc  and  hefitate 
before  they  gave  an  order  for  any  fuch  {nm,  under  the  defcripckxi  of 
law  charges. 

General  SMITH,  after  ftating  that  during  tfie  minority  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  had  been 
applied  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift,  and  exprefling  his  (enfe  of  the  hard- 
ihip  with  which  the  Prince  had  been  treated  in  the  late  difcufiion, 
moved,  *'  That  an  humble  Addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  Bis  Ma- 
jefty,  that  His  Majcfty  would'be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dircdlians, 
that  there  be  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall  ftom  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  till 
fuch  time  as  his  Royal  Highnefs  came  into  receipt  of  the  income. 

A  defultory  converlktion  took  place,  the  rcfu)t  of  which  was,  dut 
the  motion  (hould  be  withdrawn,*  in  order  to  be  brought  forward  on 
Friday. 

On  the  queflion  being  put,  that  die  Dead-body  bill  fliould  be  read 
a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  that  the  treatment  which  this  bill 
had  experienced  from  the  Houfe  on  various  former  occafions,  wtxaM, 
he  trufted,  have  damped  the  ardour  of  its  fupporters. 

Mr.  JODDRELL—  «  I  am  furprizcd  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  (hould  iniinuate  that  any  thii%  that  has  occurred,  Aould 
have  damped  the  ardour  of  the  fupportcrs  of  this  bill— -Sir- 
Mr.  MAINWARING—  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move,  that  Ac 
Houfe  be  counted." 

There  being  only  about  twenty  Members  prcfcnt,  die  Houfe  ad- 
journed till  Friday. 

Friday  J  ^thyune. 

TThis  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  prcviow 
to  the  doors  being  opened,  we  underftood  that  a  convcr&tion  of 
fome  length  took  place  on  the  quedion,  whether  the  Houfe  (bould 
be  called  over. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

For  the  call,  68;     Againft  it,   18 a. 

On  our  admiffion  into  tlie  Houfe,  we  found  Mr.  Socrctaiy  Dun- 
das  on  his  kgs.  He  was  pronouncing  an  eulogium  on  the  memory 
of  General  Dundas,  and  alluding  to  the  treatment  which  his  re- 
mains had  experienced  from  the  French :  they  had  attempted  to  fi< 
the  charge  of  cruelty  upon  the  charader  of  a  General,  who,  to  the 
greatcft  gallantry,  added  the  moft  amiable  difpofitions^  and  the  ix^ 
gentle  manners.    He  had  now  rifcn  to  move  that  a  monument  (ho^^ 
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be  erected  to  hts  memory ;  he  was  aware  that  thofc  motions  had  only 
btea  made  in  cafes  of  brilliant  fuccefs,  but  he  was  pcrfuaded  that 
to  the  lofs  of  that  brave  General  might,  in  a  great  meafure,  be 
afcrifaed  the  calamities  which  had  followed  in  the  Weft  Indies* 
He  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  His  Majcfty,  that  he  would  be  moft  gracioufly  plezifcd  to 
give  dircfUons  that  a  monument  be  creeled  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Paul's,  London,  to  the  memory  of  Major-General  Thomas 
Dundas,  as  a  tcftimony  of  the  grateful  fenfe  entertained  by  this 
Houfc  of  the  eminent  fcrviccs  lie  has  rendered  to  his  country,  par- 
ticularly in  thrf  redudlion  of  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  which 
occaHoned  the  grofs  infuh  offered  to  his  remains  In  the  ifland  of 
Guadaloupc.'' 

Mr,  MANNING  fcconded  the  motion  in  a  few  words,  expref- 
fivc  of  his  fcnfc  of  the  merits  of  the  illuftrious  Commander. 

General  TARLETON  added  his  tcftimony  to  that  which  had 
already  been  given  in  honour  of  General  Dundas,  and  referred  to 
an  action  in  America  in  1 7  8 1 ,  in  which  he  particularly  diftinguiflied 
himfclf,  when  oppofcd  to  the  Marquis  La  Fayette. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  tliat  he  rofe  with  fome  difficulty 
in  one  refpe^i,  though  in  anothsr  with  no  difficulty  at  all:  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  moft  cordially  with  the  vote  nf  thanks  to 
General  Dundas,  of  whofe  condud  he  fpoke  in  the  higheft  terms ; 
neither  had  he  any  intention  to  impute  particular  blame  to  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  or  any  other  Commander,  by  what  he  was  going  to 
add ;  he  thought  it  his  duty,  however,  to  notice  a  claufe  in  the 
proclamation  iffued  in  th^  Weft  Indies,  by  which  all  flaves  found 
in  arms  in  the  defence  of  a  French  ifland,  on  which  we  made  an  at- 
tack, were  threatened  with  being  tranfported  to  Africa,   if  taken, 
certainly  not  with  the  view  of  reftoring  them  to  their  refpcftivc 
homes,  but  "  to  take  their  fiate,"  as  it  was  expreffed  in  the  pro- 
clamation ;  and  it  was  even  added,  that  all  free  blacks  who  might 
be  taken  in  like  manner  (hould,  on  account  of  the  impoftibility  of 
diftinguiftiing  them,    be  tranfported  alfo.     Mr.  Wilberforce  faid, 
he  was  pcrfuaded  that  the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indie??  having 
their  minds  occupied  with  the  chief  6bje<9s  of  their  expeJMon,   were 
not  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  deliberated  particularly  on  the  point  he 
had  fpokcn  of,  but  had  admitted,  perhaps  inadvertently,  the  claufe 
in  quefiion,  in  compliance  with  fome  fentiments  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
h  ihould  be  confidered,  however,  that  many  flaves  might  be  obliged 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  French  iflands,  by  their  own  fu  - 
periors,    and  perhaps  under  i^ain  of  death ;    and  that  many  free 
people  of  colour,  of  rcfpc^lable  charader,  and  poflfefled  of  property, 
Y0L.XLI.  3  U 
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might  be  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  that  property  allb.  He  thought 
it,  therefore,  very  unbecoming  in  the  firft  place,  in  pdntofha- 
manity ;  for  us  to  put  the  blacks  under  the  pain  of  death  on  the  one 
^  hand,  or  elfe,  if  they  fhould  take  op  arms,  of  being  thrown  on 
ihore  on  Africa,  (a  faic  that  might  be  nearly  the  fame  as  dcaL^; 
which  was  the  only  other  alternative.  He  was  proceeding  to  ob- 
fcrve  farther  on  the  cfFefls  of  this  condudi,  when 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  interrupted  him,  by  obferving  tint  hU 
obfcrvations  were  not  in  order  on  the  prcfent  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  the  prodamatic»  alluded  to  was 
iigned  by  General  Dumlas,  or  had  any  connection  with  the  fubjcd 
of  debate,  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  in  order,  but  not  otberwife. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  it  certainly  might  be  ftatcrf 
to  have  fome  connexion,  though  he  did  not  wifti  to  put  the  Hoirtc 
in  mind  of  that  conncclion,  for  obvious  reafons.  He  had  taken 
the  prefcnt  opportunit)'  of  mentioning  the  fubjeft,  becaufe  he  vifhcd 
not  to  make  a  fpccific  motion  upon  it,  but  merely  to  notice  it  in  the 
courfe  of  debate,  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  finiiiar  prodanu- 
tion  in  future. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  having  been  interrupted  again,  ferd,  that  be 
did  not  wi(h  to  prcfs  tlie  matter,  farther  on  the  Houfe  at  prcfeaf, 
^nd  that  he  by  no  means  meant  to  derogate  from  the  praife  gven 
to  the  Commander  whofc  conducS  was  under  confideration. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  and  General  SMITH  faid  a  few  words 
in  fupport  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  a  few  words  in  jufti fixation' of  the  condud  d 
the  Commanders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  circumftances  in 
which  they  were  placed. 

TheTqueftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  carried  rtrm.  c^n. 
And  it  was  ordered  that  the  Addrefs  fhould  bo  prcfaited  to  His 
Majefty  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  were  Members  of  his  moft  honotir- 
ablc  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  begged  leave  to  return  his  wanncft 
thanks  for  the  honour  they  had  done  to  the  memory  of  bis  dcccafed 
brother.  lie  liad  left  behind  him  a  numerous  family ;  be  bopc(i 
that  they  would  emulate  the  virtues  of  their  father.  By  the  motion 
which  they  had  now  paffed,  the  Houfe  had  reftorcd  to  his  family 
the  comfort  which  had  been  wrefted  from  them  by  the  wanton  attack 
of  an  individual  (alluding  to  the  condudl  of  the  French  Commandant 
at  Guadaloupe.) 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  an  account  of  tlic  proceeds 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  the  minority  of  die  Prince  of 
Wales,  an  abftrad  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs^  and  an 
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yxmnt  of  the  application  of  25,000!.  for  the  finiihing  of  Carlton 
loufc^  Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  die  papers  for  which  he  intended  to 
K)vc  having  been  laid  upon  the  table,  his  motion  would  of  courfe 
e  unneccflary.  He  fliould  therefore  now  content  himfelf  with 
loving  that  thefe  papers  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROLLE  faM,  that  in  c^nfequcnce  of  what  had  dropt  from 
ic  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Chiirles  Dundas,}  he  (hould  have 
>mething  to  move  with  rcfpedt  to  a  provifion  to  be  granted  to  the 
amily  of  General  Dundas. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  faid,  that  nothing  which  had  dropt 
"rom  him  had  been  intended  to  lead  to  any  fuch  fuggeftion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIT  T  faid,  that  before  the  qucftion  could  be 
I'bmittcd  to  the  Committee,  what  proportion  of  the  iricome  voted 
:o  the  Prince  of  Wales  (hould  be  fet  apart  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts  r    it  w^as  neceffary  that  the  Houfe  fliould  afccrtain  whether 
they  would  incur  the  contingent  rifqne  of  defraying  fuch  portion  of 
thofc  debts  as  might  remain  unpaid  on  the  event  of  the  demif(^  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs.     It  was  his  intention  to  move  in  the  Committee 
that  65,0001.  along  with  the  income  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
Hiould  be  fct  apart  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts,  making  an  an- 
nual fum  of  78,0001.     He  remarked  that  the  burden  could  not 
^ith  propriety  be  thrown  upc^n  the  civil  lift,  which  in  the  event  of 
the  demife  of  the  Prince,  would  be  charged  with  the  jointure  of  die 
Princefs  of  Wales.     He  (hould,    therefore,  move  an  inftrudlion 
to  the  Committee  on  Monday  next,  that  they  have  a  difcretionary 
p>wcr  to  make  provifion  out  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  Crown 
in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  his  prcfcnt  Majeft}%)  during  the  life  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  payment  of  the  re- 
mainder of  his  debts  ;  and  in  cafe  of  the  dcmifc  of  his  Royal  High- 
^fs,  to  make  provifion  out  of  tlie  confolidated  fund  for  the  payment 
of  fuch  fumsifls  may  then  remain  unpaid. 

Mr.  POWYS  (aid,  that  he  undcrftood  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  reign,  the  hereditary  revenue  was  committed  for  a 
certain  civil  lift.  The  mode  of  proceeding  then  propofed  by  the 
tight  honourable  gendeman,  would  be  attended  with  no  relief  to  the 
Public,  as,  if  the  civil,  lift  (hould  be  found  inadequate,  the  defici- 
ency muft  be  made  good  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  the  hereditary  revenue  to  be,  that 
to  which  the  Prince  of  Wales  wojld  fucceed  upon  the  demife  of  His 
Majcfty.  -^It  had  been  thought  proper  for  fcveral  reigns  to  commute  • 
Aat  hereditary  revenue  for  a  certain  civil  lift,  but  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding vrhich  he  propofed,  was  tl\e  only  one  calculated  to  give  fc- 

3  U  a 


SI  6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795- 

curity  to  his  creditors,  or  in  the  event  of  his  acccffiicm,  to  rcridcr  K$ 
Royal  Highncfs  refponfiblc  for  the  payment  of  his  remaining  debts, 
ais  he  would  then  hayc  a  lefs  hereditary  revenue  to  offer  in  cschai^ 
for  a  civil  lift. 

General  SMITH  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  account  laid  upon 
the  table,  included  the  whole  proceeds,  of  the  Dutchy  of  G)mwall, 
during  the  minority  of  the  Prince.  He  was  defirous  that  itlbouM 
be  known  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  a  claim  to  fo  large  a  fum, 
which  was  ftill  undecided.  He  remarked  that  the  cftate  under  the 
guardianfhip  of  the  Court  of  Chancer)',  would  have,  durng  the 
minority,  produced  350,0001.  and  under  the  care  of  a  gentlen  '^, 
by  being  employed  at  compound  intereft,  380,000!.  andthtnt 
prcfent  it  would  amount  altogether  to  a  fum  of  6 00, cool.  He 
.  ihould  avail  himfelf  of  a  future  opportunity  to  take  the  fenfc  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjefl:  Without  adverting  to  what  had  taken  place 
in  that  Houfe,  he  (hould  only  remark  that'  out  of  doors  a  great  ueal 
of  odium  had  been  very  ill  applied  to  His  Rovnl  Highnefs,  wlx) 
xnight  eventually  be  entitled  to  claim  either  from  the  Crown  or  the 
public  a  fum  almoft  equal  to  the  demands  of  his  creditors. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  the  account  laid  upon  the 
table  included  the  nett  produce  of  the  inc3me,  except  theexpcncc 
of  the  eftablifhmcnt,  which  was  ncceflary  to  be  kept  up  (ku% 
the  minority,  as  well  as  at  any  other  period,  and  a  fum  of  -25,000!. 
which  had  been  granted  by  order  of  his  Majefty  for  public  piirpofcs 
in  the  county  of  Devon . 

Sir  Wn.LIAM  MILNER  compared  the  cafe  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  with  refpcia  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  to  that  of  a  (on 
'who  had  an  cftate  left  him  during  his  minority",  What  ivha 
would  not,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  conceive  himfelf  bound  Iff  even' 
tic  of  bunour  and  affc«9ion  to  take  care  of  tHc  eftate,  and  cmplo)'  it 
to  the  utmoft  advantage  for  the  benefit  of  his  fon  ? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  ren\arkfd  tliat  the  honourable  GcncraKSmith) 
had  accurately  calculated  the  intcrcft  upon  the  accumulattd  leven'ie 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  He  conceived  that  the  Prince  had  hi- 
therto been  well  advifed  in  making  no  claim  upon  his  Roj'al  Father. 
But,  if  it  was  true,  as  he  was  well  perfuadcd,  that  he  was  cnddcd 
to  the  produce  of  the  revenue  from  his  birth,  he  had  at  prcfent  no 
option.  The  accumulated  fum  belonged  neither  to  the  Prince, 
nor  to  the  King,  but  to  the  creditors  of  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

The  qoefti^n  upon  the  firft  inftruftion,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  debts  being  chai^cable  upon  the  heirditarv  revenue 
of  the  Crown,  in  the  event  of  the'  dcmife  of  his  prefent  Majc*^» 
was  put  and  carried. 
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Mr.  Chancelbr  PITT  faid,  that  in  propofing  the  fecond  inflruc* 

tkxi,  the  queilion  was  whether,    by  refuting  their  countenance  to 

this  proviiion,  they  would  render  all  their  other  liberality  inefledluaK 

All  other  provlflon^i    except  that  which  he  was  now  to  propofe^ 

M-ould  be  inefficient  both  as  to^  the  fecurity  of  the  creditors,  and  the 

comfort  and  eafe  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.     It  was  certamly  attended 

mdth  fome  degree  of  rifque  to  the  Public>  but  it  was  one  of  the  un« 

fortunate  coniiderations,  which  could  not  be  feparated  from  the  pr5> 

lent  difcuflion,  and  except  fome  otiier  mode  could  be  found  coniiilent 

"Rrith  juttice,  propriety,  and  policy^  they  were  driven  to  that  option. 

He  cogpiuded  with  moving  his  fecond  indrudlion  with  refpcct  to 

making  provilion  out  of  the  confolidated  fund  in  the  event  of  th« 

demife  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  liquidation  of  fuch  debts  as 

ibould  then  remain  unpaid. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  that  bccaufe  he  was  attached 
to  the  Royal  Family  he  did  not  wifh  that  the  debts  (hould  be  taken 
notice  of  at  all.  I'he  mode  of  procedure  adopted  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  tended  to  degrade  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  it 
put  him,  as  it  were,  in  leading  (hings,  and  held  him  out  as  unwcnr- 
thy  of  oDnfidence*  Was  this  condud  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters 
cither  mi».nly  or  lihcrdl  ? 

Mr.  r '^X  faid,  that  he  conceived  no  fuch  cohftru(JHon  could' 
apply  to  any  nieafurcs  i.ikcn  to  r^ulate  the  expenditure  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  When  the  Houfe  voted  for  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  they  had 
aflcd  in  the  fame  fpirit.  He  then  conceived  that  the  elevated  fitu- 
ation  of  His  Majcfty  gave  a  right  to  that  Houfe  to  lay  him  under 
the  reftriflions  wHich  they  then  impofcd;  becaufe  proud  as  his  fitu- 
ation  is,  he  owns  no  greater  ftation  than  that  of  fervant  of  the  people. 
Before,  in  the  prcfent  inftance,  he  confented  to  burden  the  people, 
he  wiflied  to  know  whether  what  he  fliould  grant  would  be  eife<Slual 
for' the  purpofe.for  vhich  it  was  demanded.  As  far  as  he  under- 
flood,  th(,re  was  no  compulfion  upon  the  creditors  to  accept  of  the 
terms  now  offered.  He  did  not  wifli  to  impofe  an  additional  bur- 
den upon  the  Public  without  fome  reafonablc  certainty  that  it  would 
really  be  efFeftual.  The  whole  of  the  bufinefs  had  been  conducted 
unfortunately.  There  ought  firft  to  have  taken  place  fome  arrange- 
ment jjetween  the  Prince  and  his  creditors,  that  it  might  be  known 
what  terms  would  be  accepted,  if  a  certain  fecurity  was  given.  The 
ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  intimated  his  intention  to  fill  up 
the  blank  in  the  Committee  with  the  whole  additional  fum  of 
65,0001.  and  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  think  the  fum  of  78,0001.  a  year  too  Jarge  for  the 
purpoic  of  liquidatii^  the  debt.     But  how  was  the  right  honourable 
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gentleman  to  get  at  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  as  he 
unclcrftood  that  the  prcfent  income  of  his  Royal  Kig^cfs  was  com^ 
vcyed  in  trufl  f(T  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  ?  It  was  very  unfor- 
tunate that  tlie  Houfc  fhould  be  calicd  to  impcfc  a  contingent  burden 
upon  the  Public,  without  either  the  certainty  of  relieving  tlie  Priivcc 
of  Wfjlcs,  or  of  fatisfying  his  juft  creditors. 

He  was  now  called   upon   to  perform  the  laft  dlfagrecable  taflc 
which  had  fallen  to  his  (hare  in  the  prefent  difcuflion.     He  had  not 
fkttcred  the  people,  becaufc  he  had  voted  for  the  larger  fum  ;  he 
had  not  flattered  the  Prince,  becaufc  he  had  pretty  plainly  explain- 
ed his  fenfc  of  the  manner  in  which  that  fum  ought  to  be  appropri- 
ated ;  nor  would  he,  in  what  he  had  now  to  fay,  flatter  that  other 
party,  whofe  immediate  favour  might  he  deemed  dill'  more  importr 
ant.     He  fincerely  lamented  that,  ns  a  ground  of  proceed! ng.  Par- 
liament had  received  no  intimation  fiom  His  Majefty,  U^at  in  any 
poflfible  contingency  he  (hould-  take  upon  himfclf  the  charge  of  the 
debts.     They  might  then  have  ha'd  the  confolation  to  foy  that  it 
was  a  tranfadion  which  had  been  equally  unfortunate  for  all  par- 
ties ;  that  the  Public  had  fuffered  from  the   impofition  of  an  addi- 
ti»inal  burden ;   that  the  Prince  had  fuffered  from  a  diminution  of 
fplcndor,  and  that  His  Majelty  had  fuffcied  in  common  with  bis 
family  and  his  people.     If  tlic   bill  went  forward,  he  certainly 
fhould  vote  fur  tlic  appropriation  of  the  78,0001.  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  wouUl  extinguifli  the  debt  in  about 
nine  years.     The  rifque  of  the  Public  in  that  cafe  was  certainly  not 
great ;  but  why,  he  afked,  (hould  the  Public  be  fubjefled  in  this 
inftance  to  any  contingent  rifque  ?   He  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Fre- 
derick Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  income   had  been  increafed  from 
iiUy  tlK)ufand  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  had  flill  been 
charged  upon  the  civil  lift.     He   propofed  thsn  to  nu>ve,  that  in 
cafe  of  the  dcmifc  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  portion  of  his  debts, 
wliich  fliould  then  remain  unpaid,   (hould  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
civil  liii.      It  might  be  faid,  would  not  fo  large  a  dcfdcntion  oblige 
I'arlinmcnt  to  grant  an  additional  fupply  to  the  civil  lift?     To  this 
he  would  only  anfwer,  that  it  would  then  remain  for  Parliament  to 
conflder  what  were  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  time,  and  whe- 
ther the  ftate  of  the  civil  lift  was  fuch  as  called  upon  them  for  an 
additional  fum.     When  the  civil  lift  was  increafed  by  accidents, 
he  did  not  mean  to  an  inconfidcrablc  amount — he  particularly  al- 
luded to  the  death  of  the  Princcfs  Amelia  ;  he  never 'had  heard  of 
any  meflage  ftating  to  the  Houfc  that  it  had  been  (reed  from  fuch 
incumbrance.     If  the  civil  lift  like  wife  \>as  lightened  of  fomc  of 
the  burdens  widi  which  it  was  jk>w  diarged,  it  might  tiien  be  ade* 
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quate  to  undertake  the  debts  ;  if  no%  it  would  be  for  Parliament  to 
confidcr,  according  to  the  circumi^ances  of  the  time,  what  fupply 
it  would  be  proper  to  grant. 

There  was  another  material  argument,  which  muft  make  every 
man  finccrely  lament  that  any  queftion  with  rcfpctft  to  his  Royal 
Highncfs's  debts,  was  ever  muwd  in  that  Houfc  at  all,  but  more 
particularly  after  what  paflcd  in  the  year  1787.     He  was  fure  he 
was  one,    when  that  promifc  was  given,  who  doubted  the  propriety 
of  giving  it.     He  fliould  not  have   advifed  his  Royal  Highnefe  to 
have  made  it.     The  misfortune  was,  that  promifci  whether  juftly 
made  or  not  he  (hould  not  determine,  but  that  Houfe,  in  their  ad- 
drcfs  on  the  fubjeft,  did  receive  that  promifc,  and  therefore,  from 
the  moment*  his  Royal  Highncfs  knew  that  event,  however  rafhly 
or  improperly  that  promife  might   be  given,  he  had  deliberately 
bound  himfelf  by  it.     After  fuch  a  promife,  it  was  extremely  to  he 
lamented  that  the  Prince  s  debts  (hould  con>e  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  that  Houfe.     He  felt  fo  much  for  the  Prince's  fituation, 
that  he  thought  his  debts  (hould  have  been  arranged,  as  they  ought 
to  have  been,  as  a  family  concern.     With  regard  to  the  marriage 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  he  foun^   a  difficult)'.     He  had  formerly 
thought,  and  was  (till  of  that  opinion,  that  that  Houfe  knowing  of 
the  maniage,  which  was  a  public  matter,  did,  by  their  approbation, 
of  that  marriage,  feem  to  give  fomething  of  a  pledge  to*  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  to  his  illuftrious  confort,  that  they  would  place  them 
in  a  lituation  becoming  their  rank  and  dignity.     He  admitted  an 
anfwcr  had  been  given  to  this  point  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  obfcrved,  tliat  the  marriage  had  been  aiStuaily  agreed  on, 
and  had  the  winds  and  waves  permitted,  would  have  been  celebrated 
before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.     If  that  Houfe  could  in  any  re- 
mote degree  be  confidcred  as  parties   to  that  marriage,  they  were 
bound  to  tliat  illuftrious  and  amiable  Princefs,  whom  they  had  in- 
vited over  to  this  country,  to  make   a  provilion  befitting  her  rank 
and  ftadon.     But  if  that  could  be  confidcred  in  any  degree  as  an 
obligation  on  that  Houfe,  how  mucl\  ftrongcr  was  that  obli^don  on 
His  Majcfty,  who  was  not  remotely,  who  was  not  contingently,  a 
.party  to  that  marriage,  but  was  tlic  direct,  immediate  contniding 
party  ?   If  that  Houfe  was  bound,  by  the  remote  (hare  they  had  ia 
the  marriage,  to  refcue  the  Prince  from  his  involved  fituation,  how 
much,  more  was  His  Majefty  bound,  who  had  advifed  him  to  it  ? — 
How  much  more  were  thofc  bound  who  were  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage, not  by  remote  conftruction,  but  who  were  the.  direct  and  im- 
mediate parties  r  How  much  more  were  they  bound  to  bear  their 
(hvc  cither  of  the  immediate  burdens  or  contingent  riik,  which 
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were  rendered  ncccffarjr  in  confequcncc  of  that  marriagp !    He  had 
no  difficulty  at  that  moment  to  negative  the  motion  ;  firft,  bccaufc 
they  were  not  ready  for  it  ^  and  fecondly,  and  principally,  becaufe 
that  Houfe  onj^ht  not  to  vote  for  contingent  burdens  on  the  Public, 
when  the  civil  lift  nnlgiit  lie  ahle  to  bear  it.     But  he  requeded  them 
to  confider  the  ncceflkry  and  immediate  effeS  of  that  event,  againft 
which  the  motion  was  intended  to  provide  ;  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
.-  would  be  faved  to  the  Public,  at  the  fame  time  50,000!.  of* that 
would  go  for  the  jointurer  of  hor  Royal  Highncfs  ;  but  there  was  no 
more  certainty  in  her  life  than  in  that  of  the  Prince.      It  might  be 
faid,  on  the  other  hand,  in  cafe  of  both  thefe  unfortunate  events,   • 
there  might  be  another  Prince  of  Wales.     Certainly,  if  their  Royal 
Highneffcs  (hould  have  iffue.     In  the  mean  time,  as  ^11  thefe  con- 
tingencies were  poflibilitics  which  might  or  might  not  happen,  vas 
it  not  fafcft,  was  it  not  wifeft,  to  lay  the  burden  where  it  ought  to 
fell,  on  His  Majcfty's  civil  lift  t     And  if  at  the  time  the  burden 
was  fuch  as  was  inconiiftent  with  the  circumftances  of  the  country, 
then  that  Houfe  might  take  it  into  its  confideration.     That  civil  lift 
might  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  a  jointure,  and  from  fc- 
veral  other  allowances  that  were  now  paid  tofeveral  branches  of  Ac 
Royal  family ;  and  though  they  had  a  Prince  or  Princefs  of  Wales 
that  was  an  infant^  that  circumftance  would  not  occafion  gicrt  ex- 
pencc.     He  would  only  fubjeft  the  nation  to  a   contingent  rifk, 
when  it  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  abfolute  neceflity.     Nothing  bnt 
political  ncceflfity  ihould  induce  him  to  do  fo  unfair  a  thing  to  the 
Public,  and  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  himfelf,  is  that   it  (hould  be  , 
underftood  thmughout  the  countiy,  and  the  world,  that  the  Public 
were  fufFerir^  burdens  on  account  of  the  indifcretions  of  his  Royal 
Highneis.     The  intcreft  of  the  Prince  and  of  the  Public  were  not 
diftiniSt,  but  one  and  the  fame.     He  faid  he  had  ftated  fome  diffi- 
culties on  this  fubjeS  which  had  occurred  to  him,  and  which  fomc 
right  honourable  g'^ntlcmen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  would 
do  well  to^ confider.     It  would  be  a  moft  fortunate  circumftance,  in 
his  apprehenfion,  that  the  memory  of  thefe  tranfaflions  (hould  be 
obliterated  as  foon  as  pofiible.     The  Prince  of  Wales's  debentures 
in  the  floating  ftock  of  the  country,  and  the  name  of  the  Prince  as 
tonneflcd  with  thofe  debts,  was  not  a  very  pleafing  circumftance. 
He  hoped  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  avoided.     It  had 
been  obferved  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  exchange 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Grown  for  the  civil  lift,  was  fbe 
efFcA  of  an  engagement  between  the  King  and  his  Parliament.    He 
took  that  not  to  be  the  cafe,  or  it  was  the  moft  improvident  bargain 
the  Public  ever  made  :  the  EnglKh  Princes  prefcrved  their  bcrcdi- 
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tarjr  revenues,  and  Parliament  gave  them  what  made  it  amount  to 
6,    7,    or  8 00,0 col.     He  believed  thefe  hereditary  dominions  ne- 
ver amounted  to  300,000!.  a  year,  and  the  only  difference  of  the 
arrangement  between  the  Parliament  and  the  prefent  King,  and  of 
former  Kings,  was  this,  that  to  former  Kings  they  left  the  here- . 
ditary  revenues,  and  gave  them  a  very  large  income  inftead  of  a  ci- 
vil lift.       With  regard  to  the  prcfcnt   King,  inftead  of  making  up 
the  hereditary  revenue,  they  gave  him  900,000!.  .per  annum,  and 
took  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  into  their  own  hands. 
They  gave  him  that  fum,  not  as  an  equivalent  for  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  but  as  a  fum  that  was  neceflary  to  fupport 
t!ie  dignity  and  fplcndor  of  fuch  a  Magiftrate.     He  would  never 
agree  to  lay  the  fmalleft  contingent  burden  on  the  nation,  when  very 
probably  at  the  very  moment  when  the  burden  began  to  be  felt,  the 
civil  lift  might  be  in  a  very  profperous  ftate,  and  fully  able  to  bear 
diis  cxpence.      Some  gentlemen  thought  the  country  were  bound  to 
fubmit  to  that  expence,  becaufe  they  had  been  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage.     If  that  obligation  operated  at  all  on  that  Houfe,  it  was  ten 
thoufand  times  ftronger  on  His  Majcfty,  who  was  the  only  man  in 
his  dominions  who  was  to  contribute  nothing  towards  this  burden. 
On  thcfc  grounds  he  (hould  give  his  negative  to  the  prefcnt  motion. 
Mr.    POWYS  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  had  difcharged  his  duty  in  bringing  forward  this  bullnefs, 
though  he  fhould  not  have  been  fuisprifed  if  he  had  refufcd  to  inter- 
fere in  it.      It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  confidcr  tlie  plan  that 
had  been  propofed  ;  he  had  confidcrcd  it,  and  the  principle  he  had 
laid  down  to  himfelf,  that  he  could  not  lay  any  burdens  either  di- 
re<91y  or  indiredlly  on  the  people.      He  had  gone  as  far  as  he  could 
in  voting  for  the  largeft  eftablifhment,  in  order  to  enable  his  Royal 
Highncfs  to  appropriate  a  part  of  that  eftablifhment  towards  the 
difcliarge  of  his  debts.      For  the  prefcnt  moment,  at  all  events,  he 
muft  diffent  from  the  meafure,  cfpecially  as  he  thought  that  fomc 
other  refourcc  might  be  found,  either  in  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  or 
the  civil  lift. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  ftate  fome  fads  in  explanation  as 
to  the  ftate  of  the  civil  lift.  In  cafe  of  the  demifc  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  it  would  be  relieved  from  6o,oool.  biit  liable  to  a  jointure 
of  50,000!.  for  her  Royal  Highncfs.  If  the  Prince  Ihould  leave 
iffue,  there  would  remain  only  io,oool.  and  13,000!.  ;  fome  pro- 
vifion  muft  in  that  cafe  be  made  for  the  infant  Heir  Apparent  to  the 
Crown.  If  he  ftiould  leave  no  iflue,  the  Duke  of  York  would 
then  fuccced  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  be  left  with  an  in- 
come of  40, cool,  after  the  Houfe  had  cxpreffed  their  fenfe  that  a 
Vol  XLI.  '  3X 
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fum  of  1 25yOOoL  was  neceflary  for  an  edabltlhment  to  a  Piincc  of 
Wales,  fo  that,  either  directly  or  indirtclly,  fome  burden  njuft  ul^ 
iJmately  fall  upon  the  Public. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  he  would  not  confcnt  even  to  a  contiojerit 
burden  upon  the  people,,  iinlefs  it  could  be  made  out  that  they  had 
no  other  refource  to  look  to.  A  temporary  alienation  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  it  had  been  ftatcd  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  miglit 
produce  a  confiderablc  fum,  and  contribute  to  the  improvement  t»t 
a  part  of  the  country  highly  fufceptiblc  of  improvcmenr,  and  ai  pr.- 
fentfcrtile  in  little  clfe  but  Members  of  Parliament.  Votingi  25,ccc». 
for  the  eftablirtiment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  not  liberality  b :' 
jufticc,  as  every  man  who  confidered  the  relative  value  of  nv;acv 
muft  be  convinced  that  a  lefs  fum  could  not  be  fufficicnt  for  tlic  ciTob- 
lifhment  the  Prince  was  expeded  to  maintain.    After  praiilng  their 
own  libcralit)%  they  were  proceeding  to  appropriate  the  greater  prr 
of  the  fum  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  >^hich  they  profeffed  Uj 
malce  no  provifion  for  at  the  expcnce  of  the  Public.    The  legal  opi- 
nion that  the  Duke  of  Yoilc,  In  cafe  of  the  dcmife  of  die  Prince  it 
Wales,  would  fuceeed  of  right  to  the  Dutchv  of  Cornwall,  wasr.t 
a  formal  opinion,  but  one  incidentally  thrown  out  upon  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  word  PriKiogenuusy  in  deciding  upon  a  verj*  difitrcm 
queftion.     No  rcafon  had  yet  been  given  why  a  refource  might  nc»t 
be  found  in  the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands.  With  refp^^ft  to  the  rnr- 
nues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  from  the  birth  of  the  Prince  to  i;i> 
attaining  the  age^of  twenty-one,  he  conceived  that  the  CommifliofivTs 
to  be  appointed  by  the  bill  mull  have  powers  to  inquire  into  debts 
due  to  the  Prince,  as  well  as  into  debts  due  by  him,  and  that  it  hvlW 
be  their  duty  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  fuc  for  tlic  recoven  ^f 
the  money  if  neceflary.    ij^  wifhed  to  fee  royal  refOurccs  apph'ed  fo 
the  relief  of  royal  embarralfments. 

,  Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  thought,  that  as  it  was  intendrJ 
to  cftablifh  a  commiflion  armed  w  ith  parliamentary  powers,  and 
that  every  creditor  would  be  obliged  to  prove  his  claim  upon  oath, 
there  would  be  many  perfons  who  would  not  fubmit  their  claims  to 
inveftigation  at  all ;  and  thofe  of  a  great  many  more  would  be  founJ 
Tepletc  with  extortion.  This  would  reduce  the  fum  to  be  jaid ;  and 
it  was  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  Prince,  that  he 
^  fhould  be  left  unincumbered.  A  great  deal  of  cenfure  had  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  his  Royal  Highncfs,  wliich  lie  th<Jught  neither  Jiand- 
fome  nor  liberal ;  his  propofcd  retirement  woidd  fee  his  chancier  in 
the  faireft  light,  ^nd  render  him  popular  with  the  people.  In  the 
higher  circles  of  life,  the  Prince  was  allowed  to  be  the  firft  gentle- 
man in  the  nation.    When  thofe  anuablc  maimers  were  adonied  bf 
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the  virtues  which  would  be  nouriflied  in  retirement,  the  Public  would 
have  the  faireft  profpcA  in  the  reign  of  his  Royal  Highnd*s  when, 
in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  much-beloved  King,  he  (hould  come 
to  the  Throne  of  thefe  realms. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  he  had  been  told,  that  the 
Prince  intended  making  fuch  an  arrangement  as  was  now  propofed, 
before  any  application  was  made  to  Parliament.— —He  was  pcr- 
fuaded  that  the  King  did  not  come  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  Prince 
bccaufe  he  had^  not  the  means  ;  but  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  that  juflicc  might  be  done  to  all 
parties. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  recommended  the  Houfc  par- 
ll<;alarly  to  regard  the  Jiigli  fituation  of  the  illuftrious  perfonagc  whofe 
intereft  and  chara<5ler  they  were  difcuflingy  and  he  trufted  that  none 
of  them   would  forget,  that  if  they  did  not  pay  due  refpedt  and  at- 
tention to  them,  the  intcrefts  and  charaders  of  the  Public  would  not 
be  confulted,  with  which  they  were  fo  intimately  blended.     He 
had  fat  attentively  hitherto,  and  collefted  the  various  opinions  given 
upon  the  occafion,  and  he  fufpedled  it  would  not  be  without  its  ufc 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  gentlemen  had  looked  with  that 
precifion  and  accuracy  to  the  delivery  of  their  fentiments  which*  they 
ought.    The  great  majority  of  the  Houfe  appeared  divided,  whether 
they  ought  to  augment  the  income  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  by  4o,oool. 
or  by  6o,oool.  per  ann.     Surely,  he  faid,  it  did  not  occur,  that 
whatever  fum  was  granted,  if  they  did  not  confent  to  fome  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts,  that  the  law  of  the  lapd  would^attach  to  the  vote 
of  pro VI  (ion.     When  they  concurred  in  an  appropriation  of  part  of 
that  provifion  for  the  redudlion  of  the  incumbrances,  they  did  no 
more  than  exercife  tlie  law  of  the  land  by  anticipation,  in  a  more 
lenient  and  benevolent  degree  ;  for  thus,  by  a  wife  and  benevolent 
<2ccrec,  they  eftablifhed  the  beft  effcas  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  in- 
come and  comfort,  whicli  would  other  wife  be  torn  to  pieces.     He 
Was  forrj'  tliat  his  honourable  friend,  who  had  then  left  his  place 
yMr.  Jekyll)  when  he  fpoke  of  a  temporary  alienation  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Comwall,  did  not  explain  what  he  meant  by,  it,  as  well  as  by 
the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands.     According  to  the  rcprefcntation  of  an 
Iionourable  Baronet  upon  a  former  evening,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  Dutchy  of  Comwall  was  the  eftate  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
whereas  it  was  not  fo,  but  the  eftate  of  the  King'§  eldeft  fon,  ^n- 
"Bering  the  original  charter.      It  was  a  property  held  in  fucccffion, 
2nd  not  in  the  regular  courfc  of  defeent.     Not  one  (hilling  cin  be 
t:ikch  from  it  beyond  the  value  of  the  tenant's  life  eftate,  and  even 
^t  cannot  be  taken  out  of  what  the  fale  of  the  inheritance  would 
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pFoduce<     But  fuppofing  the  *Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  audiorife 
the  fale  of  the  inheritance,  he  could  not  conceive  riiat  the  Public 
would  not  thereby  be  emburdcncd  ;  for  as  thefe  revenues  are  in  aid 
of  the  income  of  the  Princes  of  Wales,  that  income  muft  be  in- 
creafed,  if  they  were  alienated.     The  fame  principle  applied  to  the 
fale  of  the  Crown  lands ;  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  were 
neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  regal  dignit)' ;  and  if  the  forefts  were  a- 
pable  of  improvement,  fo  as  to  yield  9  large  revenue  that  might  be 
made  applicable  to  the  fuppoit  of  the  Monarchy,  it  would  make  it 
unneceifan'  for  the  people  to  contribute  an  incieafe.      There  was 
another  circumftance  upon  which  he  (hould  have  been  forry  to  have 
troubled  the  Houfe,  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  fpcak  with  fomc 
prccifion  upon*  it.     He  alluded  to  an  intimation  that  the.  revenues  of 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  had  not  been  accounted  for  during  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Prince.     He  would  no^prefume  to  fay  that  they  were 
not  to  be  accounted  for,  though  he  apprehended  it  would  be  difficult 
to  fay  they  were.     They  were  held  by  Knight  fcrvicc,  and  the  te- 
nure was  not  fubjeft  to  the  afl  of  Charles  H.  he  conceived,  although 
that  ^&.  had  been  ratified  by  Parliament.     That  'tlie  King  was  nor 
to  be  accountable  might  be  fpecified  in  ten  or  twelve  infiances,  fincc 
the  poiTcflion  of  it  had  been  given  at  ever)'  period  of  the  agcof  thfC 
inheritor,  from  two  to  fevcnteen,  nor  was  the  delivery  made  at  all 
times  to  the  fon  but  as  a  fiduciary,  in  which  cafes  alfo  it  appeamf, 
accounts  had  not  been  rendered.     Guardians  were  of  two  fpecies : 
Guardians  in  Socatge  and  Guardians  in  Chivalry,     Guardians  in 
Soccage  were  fubjcdl  to  all  the  conditions  of  the  aft  of  Charles  IL 
and  muft  render  to  the  Ward  a  true  delivery  of  their  adminiftration ; 
but  Guardians  in  Chivalry  are  not  fo  reftrifted,  but  hold  the  fee  by 
the  original  eftablifhmcnt ;  from  which  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  Dutchy  muft  be  held  by  the  Crown  during  the  minority  of  the 
Prince,  without  account.     But  if  the  revenue,  during  that  period, 
.was  the  property  of  the  Prince,  it  was  the  property  of  his  creditors ; 
by  the  law  of  the  land  the  King  might  be  fued,  and  the  trial  of  a 
finglc  cafe  would  determine  the  whole*      If  the  money  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  general  purpofes  of  the  Civil  Lift,  it  had  been  applied 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  the  Public,  not  the  King,  muft  refund. 
He  faw  no  benefit  that  would  arife  from  charging  the  contingent 
burden  upon  the  Civil  Lift  in  tlie  firft  inftance.     But  whether  die 
charge  was  t6  fall  upon  the  civil  lift  or  the  confolidated  fund,  was 
the  queftion  hereafter  to  be  confidercd  ;  and  whenever  it  (hould  arifc, 
he  undertook  to  meet  it  with  firmnefs,  and  fee  whether  the  civil  lift 
M'ould  admit  of  a  redudion,  or  the  Public  were  more  able  to  grant 
it  in  the  firft  contingency. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  as  he  found  it  impoffiHcfor  him 
to  vote  a  ftiilling,  nay  the  weight  of  a  hair,  of  the  public  money,  for 
the  payment  of  the  I'rince's  debts,  he  muft  make  his  ftand  againft 
that  propofal ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  plans 
fu^efted   by  his  honourable  friend,  for  the  falc  of  Cornwall  or  the 
forcft  lands.     Thofc  plans  he  much  difapproved  of;  and,  indeed, 
it  was  evident,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  only  propofed  them 
from  the  embarraffing  fituation  in  which  the  Houfe  and  the  nation 
were  thrown.     The  difcuffion  of  thefe  debts  was  painful ;  but  he 
would  meet  the  qucftion  manfully,  becaufe  the  charafler  of  the  heir 
apparent  was  intimately  connefled  with  the  public  fame ;  becaufe 
his  honour,  his  comfort,  and  his  dignity,  made  part  of  the  nation'^ 
wealth,   and  he  was  interwoven  in  the  conftitution  of  the  country. 
He  had  no  objeflion  to  the  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  but  he 
could  not  agree  to  have  all  the  monc)'  arifing  from  fuch  fak  applied 
to  pay  the  Prince's  debts.     The  Duke  of  York  had  a  contingent 
piDpcrtyi   and  all  fubfequent  Princes  would  be  injured  ;  but  if  the 
Dutchy  was  fold,  and  an  equivalent  to  the  Prince's  life  eftatc  only 
applied,   he  felt  himfelf  fo  far  from  objedling,  that  he  thought  the 
fale  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages.     The  grcateft  part 
of  the  value  of  the  revenues  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  collection  ;  it 
anfwered  the  purpofes  of  jobbing  and  Court  influence.  The  Dutchy, 
though  nominally  of  Cornwall,  was  ridiculoufly  fplit  and  difperfed  ; 
we  have  Cornwall  in  Coventry,  in  Lambeth,  and  in  Weftminfter ; 
and,  as  a  property,  it  could  not  poflibly  be  Icfs  beneficial  or  produc- 
tive in  any  other  (hape  or  figure.      The  plan  however  which  he 
ftiould  propofc  would  be  of  a  different  nature ;  but  he  afiurcd  the 
Houfe,  that  no  confideration  of  paying  his  Court  to  any  body  had 
influenced  him  to  devife  it ;  but  to  that  he  would  more  particularly 
come  by  and  bye.     He  would  not  wi(h  to  prcfs  on  the  civil  lift :  he 
had  always  been  an  enemy  to  its  being  for  life ;   and  had  always 
h«ld,  that  the  real  and  true  control  of  the  purfe  would  be,  to  vote 
the  civil  lift  annually ;  then  would  the  Houfe  conftantly  confider 
the  exigencies,  and  give  what  (hould  be  found  neceffary.     The 
Houfe  of  Commons  would  then  have  the  means  of  withholding 
the  falaries  of  Minifters,  if  they  difapproved  of  their  cpndudt, 
inftcad  of  the  vain  claim  of  withholding  the  fuppHcs,   which  they 
knew  they  could  not  enforce  without  injuring  the  public  feryice,  and 
cftftrefling  the  public  creditor.    The  Commiflioners  to  be  appointed 
by  the  bill,  ought  to  have  the  power  of  inquiring  into  the  Prince's 
right  to  the  revenues,  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  during  his  mino- 
rity.    If  his  right  (hould  appear,  and  even  if  the  money  fliould  be 
to  be  refunded  by  the  Public,  the  difference  would  be,  that  of  the 
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Prince's  being  folvent  or  infol  vent.    In  voting  1 25,600!.  a  year  far 
the  Prince's  cftablHhmcnt,  were  not  gcntfemdn  confdous  dm  Acy 
were  voting  25,000!.  a  year  for  tlie  liquidation  of  ddits,  while  they 
profcflcd  to  he  doing  no  fuch  thing  ?  To  vote  moTQ  than  i  oo,oocl 
a  year,  was  laying  down  the  prcxiigal  principle,  that  every  future 
Prince  of  Wales,  no  matter  under  what  circuniftanccs,  was  to  have 
an  eqttal  income  with  that  now  voted.     The  Miniftcr  who  propo- 
fcd  it  was  not  confiftcnt  with  himfelf ;  for  he  had  fbrmerly  tiiaught 
6o,oool.  not  only  fiifficient,  but  jtrnple.  Would  any  man  contend, 
tliat  the  Prince's  marriage  called  for  an  addition  to  his  income  d 
iniiorc  than  double  ? — ^That  the  Princcfs  of  Wales,  for  whom,  in 
cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prince,  "50,0001.  was  thought  fufficicnt  to 
maintnin  an  entire  eftnblifhment,  would  occafionian  incrcafe  of  ex- 
pence  to  an  exifting  eftablilhmcnt  of  65,000!.  a  year  ?  He  thouglit 
the  Prince's  debts  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  the  firft  inftancc  \  but 
he  (hould  oppofe  raking  any  tiling  from  the  linking  fund,  immcdi- 
atfely  or  contingently,  for  that  purpofe,  till  he  had  taken  ibt  fcnfeof 
the  Houfc  upon  a  plan  he  meant  to  fugged.     The  Miniftcr  would 
have  conful ted  both  the  King's  honour  and  his  own,  ifwhctitiie 
marriage  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  propofcd,  he  had  faid  that  he 
would  not  bring  down  a  meflagc  calling  upon  the  Houfe  for  money, 
unlefs  His  Majefty  would  fet  the  example,  and  be  the  firil  to  bear 
a  part  of  the  burden.  Little  delicacy  had  been  obferved  with  refpeS 
to  the  Prince,  and  as  little  ought  to  be  Obferved  in  rcprefendngthc 
truth  to  His  Majefty,  which  his  Miniftcrs  had  neglected  to  lay  be- 
fore him.     Was  it  honeft,  was  it  loyal,  fo  keep  lurking  in  their 
minds  a  difapprobation  of  His  Majcfty's  conduft,  without  fubmit- 
ting  to  his  confidcratron  what  they  wi(hcd  to  do  ?  It  was  the  duty  of 
Miniftcrs  to  have  done  riiis  In  the  firft  inftancc,  but  as  they  had  not 
done  fo,  it  became  the  dut\'"  of  Parliament.    Their  advice  intimated 
to  the  Prince  had  produced  an  cfFecl'  honourable  to  his  chaTader, 
and  there  was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  His  Majefty  would  py  1^^^ 
attention  to  it.     If  the  worll  of  Jacobins  had  devifed  a  plan  for 
difgracing  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  diftionouring  the  Crown,  it 
would  have  been  fuch  a  plan  as  Miniftcrs  had  brought  forward. 
Were  the  cxpcitccs  incurred  by  the  Prince  fo  very'  unpardonable* 
Hi»  Majefty  pc^fTeiTcd  many  great  and  good  qualities^  but  on  the 
ftibjoft  of  expence,  or  of  keeping  prpmifes  with  die  Public,  would 
the  Prince  fufFer  by  comparifon  with  His  Majefty  ?  [Mr:  Pitt  called 
to  order.]     Mr.  Sheridan  faid  the  right  honourable  genfi^eman  lift- 
encd  with  pleafurc  to  the  juft  praifes  beftowcd  upon  His  Majefty, 
Ticcaufe  he  took  them  all  to  himfelf.     He  did  not  mean  to  defraud 
himtrf  the  other  part,  for  when  he  fpokc  of  His  Majefty 's  cxpcnccs 
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Slid  breach  of  promlfe  with  the  Public,  he  impqted  all  the  blame 
to  hi$  Minifters,     On  His  Majcfty's  acceffion  the  civil  lift  was  fet- 
tled at  8oo,oool.  a  year,  which  was  then  thought  fo  ample  that 
Parliament  was  affurcd  from  the  Throne,  that  the  civil  lift  (hould 
not  be  fuffercd  to  run  into  arrear.     Since  that  aflurance,  debt  of 
the  civil  lift  had  been  paid  to  an  amount,  which  at  compound  in- 
tcrcft  would  make  nearly  fcven  millions.  •    The  Chancellor  of  the 
K'lchequer,  in  the  early  part  of  his  adminiftration,  aflured.  the 
lloufc  that  no  more  debt  fhould  bp  fuffercd  to  accrue  upon  the  civil 
liu,  and  foon  after,  in  violation  of  his  promife,  and  in  violation  of 
tlic  aiSt  of  Parliament,  which  direded  that  Minifters  fliould  not  re- 
ceive  their  falarics  till  the  otlicr  claims  upon  the  civil  lift  were  dif- 
charced,  called  upon  the  .Houfe  to  pay  a  new  debt.     When  an 
eftablifliment  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  firft  propofcd,  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  now  one  of  Plis  Majcfty's  iviinifters,  and  his  then 
colleagues  in  office,  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  iqo,oooI. 
His  Majcfty  thought  otherwifc,  and  it  was  fettled  at  50,000!.    He 
bd  foon  after  opportunities  of  feeing  the  Prince's  embarraffment^ 
from  the  narrownefs  of  his  income,  and  the  feelings  to  which  ^hofc- 
cmbarraffments  gave  rife.     Although  holding  no  official  Htuatioa 
abuut  his  Royal  Hignnefs,  the  Prince  honoured  him  with  las  confi- 
tkn^c,  and  often  afked  his  advice,  chiefly  from  the  knowledge  of 
iJs  fixed  determination  to  accept  of  no  obligation  of  any  kind  what- 
ever.    It  was  not  his  cuftom  to  anfwer  calumnies,  many  of  which 
lie  had  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  but  he  now  declared,  in  the  face 
of  the  Houfe  and  of  tW  country,  that  he  never  received  frofo  the 
Prince  of  Wales  fo  much  as  the  prefent  of  a  horfe  or  of  a  picture. 
Lately  he  had  fecn  his  Royal  Highnefs  but  feldom,  from  circum- 
fiances,  which,  although  it  had  always  been  his  opinion  that  a 
Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  adopt  no  party  in  politics,  it  was  unnecef* 
fary  to  explain  ;  but  x>n  that  ver)'  account,  he  was  the  more  defirau$ 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  Prince,  efpeciajly,  when  he  faw  a  difpofitioa 
to  place  every  part  of  his  conduft  in  the  moft  odious  point  of  view;. 
Let  gentlemen  recoUeft,  what  wa€  paid  for  the  Prince  in  1787. 
It  was  i6o,oool.  of  this  6o,oool.  was  for  Carlton  Houfe,  and 
SojOooL  more  was  voted  to  complete  the  building.     A  fufpicion 
arofe,  that  this  money  was  not  applied  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  voted ;  but  upon  inveftigation  by  a  Committee,  it  was  found  t6 
be  faithfully  applied.    Take  all  the  money  he  had  got  from  the  date 
<^f  his  firft  •f^bliftiment  to  the  prcfent  day,  and  it  would  be  found 
not  to  exceed  75,000!.  a  year,  25,000!.  a  year  lefs  than  Minifters 
originally  thought  his  eftablilhment  ought  to  be.  In  1 787,  a  pledge 
^^s  given  to  the  Houfe^  that  no  more  debts  (hould  be  contra£led. 
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By  that  pledge,  the  Prince  was  bound  as  much  as  if  he  had  given  it 
knowingly  and  voluntarily.      To  attempt  any  explanation  of  it  now 
would  be  unworthy  of  his  honour,  as  if  he  had  fufFered  it  to  Vc 
wning  from  him,  with  a  view  of  afterwards  pleading  tlrat  it  ^vas 
:tgainft  his  better  judgement,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it.     He  then  aJ- 
vifed  the  Prince  not  to  make  any  fuch  promife,  becaufe  it  was  not  t'* 
be  expected  that  he  could  himfelf  enforce  the  detail  of  a  fyftcm  cf 
economy  ;  and  although  he  had  men  of  honour  and  abilities  abcut 
him,  he  was  totally  improvided  witli  men  of  bufinefs,  adequate  lo 
fuch  a  tafk.     The  Prince  faid  he  could  not  give  fiich  a  pledge,  ani 
agree  to  take  back  his  cftablifliment.     He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  drew  up 
a  plan  of  retrenchment,  which  was  approved  of  by  the  Prince,  anJ 
afterwards  by  Piis  Majqfty  ;  and  the  Prince  told  him,  diat  the  pro- 
mife was  not  to  be  infiftcd  upon.     In  the  King's  meffage,  however, 
the  promife  was  inferted,  by  whofc  advice  he  knew  not.    He  heard 
it  read  with  furprife,  and  being  aflccd  next  day  by  the  Prince  to 
.contradiA  it  in  his  place,  he  inquired  whether  the  Prince  had  fccn 
the  mefTagc  before  it  was  brought  down.   Being  told  that  it  had  h^n 
read  to  him,  but  that  he  did  not  underftand  it  as  containing  a  prt'- 
tnifc, '  he  declined  contradifting  it,  and  told  the  Prince  that  he  m-A 
abide  by  it,  in  whatever  way  it  might  have  been  obtained.   By  trr. 
plan  then  fettled,'  Minifters  had  a  check  upon  the  Prince's  expendi- 
ture, which  they  never  exerted,  nor  enforced  adliercncc  to  the  plar*. 
In  fo  far  Miniftcrs,  and  not  the  Prince,  were  to  blame.     In  the 
expenditure  upon  Carlton  Houfe,  they  were  ftill  more  blameablc, 
for  with  complete  authority  they  liad  never  fntcrpofcd  to  flop  the  nio^l 
extravagant  and  ufclcfs  waftc  of  money.     By  the  bill,  the  Houle 
was  declared  a  public  work,  jind  the  money  expended  upon  it  to  be 
put  out  of  the  power  of.  the  Prince's  (jreditors ;  the  Public  ought  then 
to  pay  for  it.    While  Minifters  never  interfered  to  check  cxpences, 
of  which  they  could  not  pretend  ignorance,  the  Prince  had  recourfc 
to  means  for  relieving  himfelf  from  his  cmbarralTments,  which  ul- 
timatdy  tended  to  incrcafe  them.     It  was  attempted  to  raifc  a  loan 
for  him  in  foreign  countries,  a  meafurCsWhich  he  thought  unconlti- 
tutional,  and  put  a  ftop  to  ;  and  after  a  confultation  with  Lord  Loii:.^ 
borough,  all  the  bonds  were  burnt,  akhough  witli  a  contidcrabls 
lofs  to  tiie  Prince.     After  that,  another  plan  of  retrenchment  was 
propofcd,    upon  which  he  had  frequent  confultations  with  Lor  J 
Thurlow,    w^ho  gave  the  Prince  fair,  open,  and  manly  advice. 
That  noble  Lord  told  the  Prince,  that  after  the  promife  he  had  made, 
he  mull  n.)t  think  of  applying  to  Parliament;  that  he  muft  avoid 
Wmr  of  any  party  in  politics,  but' above  all,  expofing  hlmfcif  to 
th.'  \\\'\.]:\  n  wf  bcin^  influenced  in  politital  opinion  by  hisembar* 
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aflfmcnts  ;   that  the  only  courfc  he  could  purfue  with  honour,  was 

u  retire  from,  public  life  for  a  time,  artd  appropriate  the  greater  part 

^f  his  income  to  the  Hquidationof  his  debts.   This  plan  was  agreed 

^)un  in  the   autumn  of  1792.     Why,  it  might  be  afked,    was  it 

lot  carried  into  effe<S  ?  About  that  period,  his  Royal  Highnefs  be- 

!:nn  to  receive  unfolicitcd  advice  from  another  quarter.    He  was  told 

ly  Lord   Loughborough,  both  in  words  and  in  writing,  that  the 

pbn  favoured  too  much  of  the  advice  given  to  M.  Egalite,  and  he 

:ouId  guefs  from  whatiquartcr  it  came.     For  his  own  part,  he  wai 

then  of  opinion,  that  to  have  avoided  meddling  in  the  great  political 

queftions  which  were  then  coming  to  be  difcuflfed,  and  to  have  put 

his  affairs  in  a  train  of  adjuftment,  would  have  better  become  hid 

high  ftation,  and  tended  more  to  fecure  public  refpedt  to  it  thali  the 

pageantry  of  State  liveries.  [Mr.  RoUe  called  to  order] — After  fome 

paufc,  the  Houfe  called  to  Mr.  Sheridan  to  go  on.     "  I  am  not 

furprifcd,"  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  at  die  honourable  gendcman's 

calling  me  to  order ;  I  (hould  have  been  furprifed  if  he  had  given 

a  rcafon  for  it." — Thefe  plans  were  foon  after  given  up ;  which  he 

could  not  enough  lament,  a^  by  adopdng  them,  his  Royal  Highnefs 

might  have  been,  in  point  of  popularity  as  in  rank,  the  fecortd  man 

in  the  kingdom.     By  the  plan  now  propofed,  the  Prince  has  not  the 

grace  of  fuggefting  either  the  retrenchments,  or  the  checks  upon  his 

future  condud.     His  pad  mifcondud  was  exhibited  in  the  harfhefl 

point  of  view ;  he  was  fet  in  a  gilded  pillory ;  fent  to  do  public  pert* 

nance  in  an  embroidered  (hect.     He  was  left  in  poflefllon  of  too 

much  income  to  exempt  him  from  envy,  and  too^  little  to  exempt 

him  from  fcom.     To  pay  the  debts,  fomething  ought  to  be  givcrt 

by  the  King.    There  were  debts  due  to  honeft  tradefmen,  to  which 

no  exception  could  be  taken,  and  which  ought  not  to^  be  po(Tponed 

to  a  di(bmt  period.     There  were  on  the  e{labli(hment  gentlemen  of 

hunour,  whofe  falaries  were  fourteen  quarters  in  arrear ;  and  to  fonr»c 

of  them  it  mud  be  a  great  inconvenience  not  to  be  paid^  The  dcbtg 

ought  therefore  to  be  divided  into  two  parts,  and  thofe  of  the  de- 

fcriptions  above-mendoned  difcharged  immediately. ,  Carlton  Houfe 

being  made  the  property  of  the  Public  for  ever,  the  Public  ought 

to  pay  the  expence  of  rebuilding  it.     This  would  reduce  the  debts 

to  Soo,oool.     To  pay  the  intereft  of  this  at  five  per  cent,  would 

^uire  25,oaoL     For  thb  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  to  the  civil 

lift)  which  might  now  be  alaioft  confidered  as  indentified  with  the 

^folidated  fimd.     In  the  lafr  reign,  the  fum  appropriated  to  the 

Privy  Purfe  was  36,000!.  a  year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  prcfent, 

it  was  48>oool.     In  I777>  when  the  debts  of  the  civil  lift  were 

pid,  and  ioo,oool.  a  year  added  tor  it,  the  Privy  Purfc  was  made 
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6o,oool.  and  the  Queen  received. 50,000!.  for  her  eftablilhrocnt, 
all  their  Majeitics'  houfcs  and  villas  were  now  iinifliedy  and  they  had 
no  cxpcnccs  to  incur  in  the  way  of  paraphernalia.     The  firft  and 
moft  natural  feeling  of  a  parent  would  be,  to  nuke  fonric  faciificc  10 
retrieve  the  imprudence  of  a  fon.  He  ftiould  therefore  cxpefl  1  o,c  ccl. 
a  year  from  His  Wajcfty's  privy  purfc,  and  5000I.  a  year  from  ±t 
Queen's  cnablifhment ;  for  the  remaining  i  o^oool.  a  year,  he  would 
look  to  thofc  places  and  nnccures,  which  neither  added  dignicy  to 
the  Crown,  nor  were  calculated  to  afford  it  fupport.     He  would 
juft  inftance  the  place  of  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,   which  produces 
between  1 8  and  2o,oool.  a  year ;  and  is  thus  indeed  peculiarly  cir- 
cumftanced,  and  unhappily  for  this  country,  that  it  is  the  morcpro- 
dudive  as  the  burdens  of  the  people  increafe ;  that  he  is  rich  in 
proportion  as  the  people  are  poor ;  and  certainly,  from  the  public 
fpirit  of  the  Marquis,  he  would  make  any  facrifice  in  a  gcnenl  ar- 
rangement which  would  be  found  to  tend  to  public  advantage.  Ta 
the  finking  fund  he  would  not  take  away  any  gentleman's  finecurc 
place,  but  appoint  a  Committee  as  Truftees,  in  whom  mighf  b^ 
placed  the  revenues  of  ufelcfs  offices,  which,  after  the  death  of  the 
prefent  holders,  and  as  they  fell,  (hould  be  gradually  applied  to  a- 
tinguifh  the  principal.     When  they  (hould  be  all  paid  off,  it  would 
be  of  fcrvice  'to  opr  poftcrity,  who  would  look  back  with  cxultatitfl 
and  gratitude  for  our  arrangement,  and  with  wonder  that  fuch  pbccs 
ever  exifted.    This  would  be  the  way  to  make  our  Conftitutiyn  fu- 
bic ;  to  prevent  the  wild  fyftem  of  Jacobinifm  from  undermining  or 
overturning  it.     Whilft  we  are  fpilling  our  blood  and  wafting  «^ 
treafure,  in  fupport  of  theoretical  fyftems  of  continental  monarchy 
this  may  be  a  rational  rcfource,  and  prove  that  monarchy,  or  rbok 
employed  under  it,    will  (hew  examples  of  felf  denial,   and  do 
fomething  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  This  would  be  to  add  iu.^ 
to  the  Crown  ;  unlefs,  indeed,  Minifters  may  think  that  it  (bines 
with  additional  lufire  in  proportion  to  the  gloom  that  (vxroutuis  /Vi 
Sind  that  a  King  is  magnificent  as  his  fubjedts  become  miferablc. 
For  his  pari  he  felt  himfclf  a  ftaunch  friend  to  the  Britiih  Conffiw- 
tion  ;  he  furveyed  it  with  a  rational  aficdtion,  but  was  no  friend  to 
its  abufes.     There  was  one  clafs  who  loved  our  Conftitution,  btA 
did  not  love  its  abufes  :  a  fecond  clafs  loved  it  with  all  its  abufes: 
and  there  was  a  third  clafs — a  large  intercfted  party,  amongft^h'^ 
he  placed  His  Majefty*s  Minifters,  who  loved  it  foir  nothing  clfe  but 
its  abufes.     But  let  that  Houfe,  the  beft  part  of  our  Conffituiion, 
confider  its  own  honour  and  charadter ;  let  all  parties,  as  well  thofc 
who  were  gorged  with  fiftecure  offices,  as  thofe  who  had  nwic,  have 
a  contcft  who  IhaU  Ipe  moft  eager  to  dcftroy  them.     Let  us,  by  fuch 
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a  mcafurc  as  I  call  for  (faid  Mr.  Sheridan),  build  the  eafc  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Prince  on  the  ruins  of  idknefs  and  corruption,  and  not 
by  the  toil  of  the  induftrious  poor,  who  may  think  their  loaf  decreafed 
by  the  payment  of  his  incumbrances. 

Mn  Sheridan  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
motion,  that  after  the  words  '  "  Confolidated  Fund,"  be  added 
thcfc  wT)rds,  **  provided  it  (hall  appear  to  this  Houfe,  upon  due  in- 
veftigarion  into  the  fubject,  that  they  cannot  be  defrayed  out  of  His 
Majefty's  civil  lift,  or  out  of  finecurc  offices,  and  ufclcfs  places 
[M  by  the  Public." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  it  could  not  be  expe<3ed  that  he 
fhould  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through  all  the  immenfe 
vnriety  of  fubje£ls  which  he  had  ranged  over.  A  very  large  part 
of  his  fpccch  was  of  a  nature  that  rendered  reply  impoffiblc,  inaf- 
much  as  it  related  to  confidential  details  and  to  private  converfttions,. 
Another  portion  of  the  fpeech,  and  not  a  fmall  one,  was  occupied 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  complimenting  the  candour  and 
wifdom  of  the  advice  which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  given  to  his 
R«)val  Highnefs.  All  this  part  he  (hould  pafs  by  unnoticed,  and 
cnnfine  hi mfclf  principally  to  the  plan  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
in.in  had  fuggefted  for  the  payment  of  the  debts.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  only  infinuated,  but  declared,  in  tolerably  plain 
terms,  that  for  a  confiderable  period  of  time  he  had  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  during  rhat  period  he 
had  given  him  the  moft  falutary  advice.  He  certainly  did  not 
mean  to  difpute  cither  of  thefc  affertions  ;  but  he  could  not  help  la- 
menting it  as  a  moft  unfortunate  circumftance,  that  fo  much  excel- 
lent advice  (hould  not  have  produced  more  favourable  confequences. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  advice  was  candid,  confcientious, 
^nd  difinterefted,  and  to  convince  the  Houfe  that  it  was  fo,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  afiured  them,  that  he  had  never  held  any 
fituation  under  the  Prince  ;  that  he  had  never  even  taken  a  horfe  or 
2  picture  as  a  prefent  from  His  Roj^al  Highnefs.  He  was  fure  no- 
Wy  could  fufpecS  that  honourable  gentleman  of  a6Hng  in  any  cafe 
from  interefted  motives  ;  but  if  the  falutary  advice  which  he  had 
informed  the  Houfe  he  had  given,  had  been  attended  with  fuccefs, 
^^is  difintereftcdncfs  would  never  have  been  fufpeded,  although  he 
l^d  received  a  prefent  of  ten  horfes  or  ten  pictures.  The  honour- 
able gentleman"  had  informed  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  year  1787, 
vfhcn  the  debts  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  were  paid  off,  the  promifc 
^^ch  had  been  given  to  the  Houfe  did  not  in  point  of  fedl  come 
from  the  Prince,  but  had  been  given  by  the  Miniftcrs,  not  only 
without  his  Hig^ncfs's  approbation,  but  againft  his  confent.     To 
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this  ppfiiivc  aflcrlion  .he  had  but  one  (hojt  anfwer  to  make — the 
meffage  was  read  over  to  his  Royal  Highncfs  before  It  was  delivered 
in  Parliament,  and  no  obje<Siion  was  (laced  to  it.      He  was  fure  it 
would  not  be  faid  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  unacquainted  with 
the  force  of  the  Englifti  language,   and  therefore  it  was  to  him  a 
matter  of  great  furprife  that  his  Highnefs  fhould  be  ignorant  of  it: 
contents.     However,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  Prince  was  pcr- 
fcflly  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  that  meflage^  he  (Mr.  Dundai) 
could  not  avoid  thinking  that  the  language  which  had  been  ufcd  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  *  the  fubjecS,  was  rather  too  harih. 
.It  had  been  faid  that  the  Prince  having  again  contracted  a  debt, 
was  a  proof  that  he  had  broken  the  pledge  which  he  had  upon  the 
former  occafion  given  to  the  Houfet     When  gentlemen  fpokc  of  hii 
Highnefs  having  broken  his  pledge,  did  they  fupjwfc  that  he  had 
conlidered  and  forefcen  the  confcquences  of  ever)'  flep  that  he  took, 
or  that  he  was  in  facS  aware  of  the  ex^xinces  he  was  incurring  r 
The  contrary  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  fa<&  ;  and»  although  tbcxz 
might  be  much   to  lament  in  the  condudt  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  he  did  not  think  it  juftilied  the   very  fevcre  obfcr\'ati()n$ 
which  had  been  ufcd.     Every  gentleman  who  had  fpoken,  had  in- 
ferred the  ncccflity  of  difcuQing  this  fubjed  %^iih  temper ;  he  (houlJ 
endeavour  to  folk>w  that  advice,  and  would  advert  to  tlic  plan  pro- 
pofcd  in  the  fpcech,   and  that  fuggefted  in  the  motion  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman.     He  had  made  this  di(lln<aion,  becaufe  the 
two  plans  differed  moil  eflentially  from  each  other,    and  both  of 
them  certainly  were  extremely  different  from  that  fuggcftcd  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     Tbeob- 
jc'Si  which  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  had  \r\  contemplation  was,  to 
efl^c<£l  the  difcharji^c  of  the  Prince's  debts  with  as  little  burden  ami 
rifque  as  pollible  to  the  people.     The  plan  propofed,  in  his  opinion, 
attained  this  end.     The  Houfe  would  recoiled,   that  according  to 
the  mode  fuggefu*d  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Public 
were  only   refponfible  contingently- upon  the  Prince's  demifc;  of 
courfe-,  fome  degree  of  rifle  was  run  by  -the  Piiblic  ;  but  he  wifted 
the  Houfe  to  compare  the  rilk  on  the  one  hand  with  the  advantage 
on  the  other.     Fiom  the  circumftance  of  the  Public  guanntcciif 
the  payment  of  the  debts  in  cafe  of  his  Highnefs's  death,  the  ere- 
ditors  had  been  induced  to  accede  to  this  plan  of  payment ;  this  wa^ 
a  confiderable  point  gained,  and  the  rifk  was  certainly  fmall— But 
inftead  of  having  the  public  fccurity,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
wiflied  to  fubftitute  that  of  the  civil  lift.    In  the  firft  place,  he  wilhc4 
t )  obferve,  that  the  civil  \\\\  was  never  conlidered  by  any  mcaos  as 
good  a  fecurity  as  the  Public,  and  the  creditors  would  not  fed  cafy 
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If  they  had  no  other  fccurity  for  their  money— » But  if  at  prpfent  the 
jPublic  did  not  approve  of  the  civil  lid  n$  a  fccurity^  how  much  Icb 
fo  muft  they  confider  it,  if  the  plan  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  adopted,  and  the  civil  lift  was  voted  annually  r     He  had  been 
ib  much  accuftomed  of  late  to  hear  new  and  extraordinary  do^lrlnes, 
that  he  was  not  now  much  aftoniflied  at  them  ;  but  he  was  a  little 
furprifed  to  hear  it  ftaled,  that  the  King's' civil  lift  (hould  be  voted 
annually.      This  was  a  propofition  that  went  fo  far  beyond  even  the 
wildcft  plan  of  reform  that  he  had  ever  heard  fuggeftcd  in  that 
Houfe,    that  he  could  not  fuppofe  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
fcrious  ;   but  if  he  was,  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  not  fuffer  their 
judgement  to  be  biaiTcd  by  fuch  an  argument.     But  for  the  fake  of 
the  argument,   he  would  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a  ptTmanent  fund : 
liill   it  could  not  be 'applied  to  this  purpofc.     The  civil  lift  was 
granted  to  the  Crown,  in  lieu  of  the  landed  proptity  they  formerly 
pofTedcd  ;  and  this  change  was  confi^crcd  as  a  fevourablc  one  to 
the  Conftitution.     But  the  Houfe  would  rccollcfl,    thatjhe  fum 
voted  for  the  civil  lift  was  diftributed  under  various  heads  of  fer- 
vice,  and  under  the  controul  of  different  officers;   and  he  wojld 
venture  to  affcrt,  that  the  annual  amount  of  the  civil  lift  was  not 
more  than  adequate  to  the  purpofcs  to  which  it  was  applied.     But  it 
had  been  afTerted  that  His  Majefty  ought  to  contribute  fdmething 
to  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debts.     He  had  heard  this'  idea  in- 
finuated  before,    but  never  fo  fully  ftatcd.     He  ^thought  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  not  confidcred  this  point  with  his  ofual  ac« 
curacy,  or  he  would  never  have  preffcd  this  argument,  fijr  it  was 
clear  that  His  Majefty  was  lefs  called  upon  to  provide  for  his  eldcft 
fon  than  any  other  part  of  his  family,  bccaufc  the  Prince  was  con- 
fidcred in  fome  degree  as  the  property  of  the  Public ;  he  was  pecu- 
liarly under  the  care  of  Parliament,  and  of  courfe  hcA  LTs  r'^ht 
than  any  other  part  of  the  Royal  Family  to  expCiSt  this  extraordinary 
aid.     His  Majefty  had  a  numerous' family,  many  of  whom  had 
received  no  eftablifliment  from  the  public,  and  whom  therefore;. 
His  Majefty  was  obliged  to  provide  for ;  nothing  therefore  could 
be  more  unreafonable  than  the  propofition  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman.    With  refpedl  to  taking  a  part  of  the  Queen's  private 
purfe  to  pay  the  Prince's  debts,  Mr.  Dandas  faid,  he  would  not 
appeal  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe  to  rejeft  the  propofal,  he 
would  appeal  only  to  their  tafte ;  it  was  a  kind  of  propofition  which 
pould  not  properly  be  argued.     Her  Majefty  had  50,0001.  a  year 
allowed  her  for  her  own  expenccs  and  for  the  Princeffes,  and  yet 
SiOool.  was  to  be  picked  out  of  Her  Majcfty's  private  purfe  for  a 
purpofei  and  ia  what  manner  the  honourable  gcndeman  could  bcft 
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fugged.  The  other  plan  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  to  abo- 
Ii(b  iinecuro  places.  This  was  a  propofal  fo  frequently  made,  t\ut 
he  fliould  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  making  many  oh- 
fervations  ujx>n  it  on  this  occafion.  If  any  places  of  thisdefcriptlctk 
cxiited,  why  not  move  to  aboHfli  them  ?  But  it  was  fomcthingcu- 
rious  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  objc£l  to  any  burdens  upuci 
the  people  for  the  purpofc  of  paying  the  debts,  and  xmrocdwtc!? 
propofe  to  appropriate  the  falaries  of  finccurc  places  to  that  objc.^1, 
this  wa$  fo  palpable  a  fallacy  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  argue  V. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  begged  leave  to  cxprefs  a  wift,  tliat  it  the 
honourable  gentleman  perfillcd  in  his  ideas  upon  this  fuhjc^,  tLi' 
he  would  fpcak  of  the  illuftrtous  pcrfonages  on  the  throne  in  a  di!- 
fcrcnt  manner ;  the  kind  of  obfcrvations  which  had  been  made  i^en 
not,  in  his  opinipn,  calculated  for  that  Houfe,  and  he  was  fLr- 
they  c^ould  not  be  attended  with  any  good  effect.  In  fpcaking  *>i 
His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ccrfairJv 
a  rightto  indulge  all  his  talent  for  fatire  and  invedtire  ;  but  when 
carried  to  another  quarter,  it  was  very  improper. 

Mr.  BANKES  (aid,  he  wiihed  to  give  a  dircft  negative  to  t!;i 
original  motion,  but  did  not  agree  in  the  amendment  prcpoA  J  N 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  tlie  claims  of  the  creditors  he  did  1^ 
conGder  as  the  moft  material  part  of  this  important  fubjedt.  Purli- 
amcnt  would  be  guilty,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  Public,  were  they  to  vote 
away  the  fum  of  money  called  for  on  fuch  grounds ;  he  would  vote, 
as  he  had  formerly  done,  againft  fo  large  an  income  being  given  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  thought  the  creditors  of  the  prcfcnt  diy 
were  very  different  from  the  creditors  of  the  year  1787;  tl.cn  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  Prince's  real  fituation  ;  but  after  tlie  n\cffngc 
which  was  then  delivered  to  Parliament,  thofe  who  gave  him  credit 
ought  to  know,  and,  eonfequcntly,  to  take  the  rifk.  Upon  cverj* 
view  of  the  fubjeft,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
aft  with  fteadinefs,  as  well  for  their  own  fakes,  as  for  the  cba- 
tslQct  «f  monarchy,  which  was  deeply  involved  in  the  prefent  qucf- 
tion,  and  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  Conftitution  and  the  happincft 
of  the  people, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  certainly  could  not  agree  in  the  amendment 
moved  by  his  honourable  friend ;  but  he  muft  fay,  that  in  the 
fpecch  which  prefaced  that  motion,  he  had  heard  as  much  good 
and  ftrong  fenfe  fpcken  ns  ever  was  uttered  in  that  Houfe,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  that  point  which  feemcd  fo  obnoxious  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  over  the  way— the  propriety  of  granting  any 
affiftanee  from  the  civil  lil>.  He  thought,  with  the  right  honour? 
able  gentleman,  tliat  it  was  better  to  give  tlie  civil  lift  to  thf  Kinj 
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for  life,  than  annually,   as  his  honourable  friend  had  wished  it. 
But  he  could  not  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
the  King  fhould  not  come  forward  upon  this  occafion,  becaufe  the 
debts  were  contradicd  without  his  knowledge,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  his  control.     For  if  this  reafon  applied  to  the  Xing,   it  furcly 
more  foxxably  applied  to  the  Public^  who  certainly  had  no  fort  of 
control  over  the  Princess  expences,   nor  any  knowledge  how  they 
were  contra£lcd.      With  regard  to  the  mcflage  from  the  King  on 
this  fubjedl,  was  there  any  man  in  the  Houfe  who  did  not  kilow 
thiit  if  his  Royal  Highnefs  s  marriage  had  not  taken  place,  no  fuch 
mcffagc  would  have  been  heard  of?      It  was  therefore  obvious  that 
Miniftcrs  approved  of  that  marriage,    which  he  had  not  the  leaft 
doubt  would  eventually  prove  a  moft  happy  event  for  the  country ; 
and  was  it  not  then  their  duty  to  have  prevented  any  fuch  applica- 
tion as  this  coming  to  the  Houfe  r  The  Prince  ought  not  to  be  ac.- 
cufcd  of  breach  of  promife ;  he  did  not  bcIicVe  tliat  he  had  got  into 
this  dilemma  intentionally,  but  Miniftcrs  were  much  to  blame  for 
the  bad  advice  they  had  given  both  to  His  Majefty  and  to  the  Prince. 
It  muft  always  be  an  unpleafant  thing  to  lay  new  burdens  on  the 
people  for  the  Royal  Family.     What  had  happened  in  a   former 
reign  had  fhewn  the  impolicy  of  fuch  ftcps ;  and  they  jmuft  be  par- 
ticularly obnoxious  now.     He  denied  that  the  dodlrincs  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  were  new  ?  they  were  tlie  fame  as  he  had  held,  and 
often  before  mentioned  in  that  Houfe,  fince  he  firft  fat  in  it.     He 
knew  that  there  were  fome  who  did  not  advifc  any  redufl ion  rf  ex- 
pence  in  the  Prince's  eftablifhments  ;  but  they  were  not  his  friends : 
and  as  to  the  Kinjg's  expences,  he  always  had  thouglit  they  ought 
to  be  accommodated  to  the  civil  lift,  inftead  of  the  civil  lift  being 
accommodated  to  them.     He  contended,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
country  was  with  him  in  afferting,  that,   if  the   King  had  honeft 
Miniftcrs  about  him,  they  would  have  advifed  him,  for  his  own 
fake — for  the  Prince's,   and  the  country's,  to  have  come  forward- 
At  an  early  period  the  creditors  ought  to  have  been  .called  together, 
aiid  fome  means  attempted  tp  fatisfy  them  :  if  it  could  not  have  been 
done,  then  it  was  time  to  corns  to  Parliament.     He  touched  upon 
the  allufions  made  at  different  times  to  the  Prince's  being  conne<Se4 
^ith  party  politics,  in  oppofition,  as  it  was  called,  to  Government, 
tccaufe  he  happened,  for  the  time,  to  agree  with  thofe  who  gene- 
nlly  oppofed  Miniftcrs.    He  thought  tlie  new  advifcrs  of  the  Prince 
'^d  not  increafed  his  popularity;  and  believed,  tliat  his  own  wilh 
and  inclination  three  years  ago  was,  to  have  retrenched  his  ex- 
P^nccs,  in  order, to. get  into  fome  probable  train  of  pnying  his 
debts ;  but  it  was  fufpcded,  and  he,  for  one,  was  j)qw  certain  of 
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itj  that  Very  different  advice  had  been  given  to  him  ;  and  that  the 
example  of  Monfieur  Egalite  was  held  out,  as  a  warning,  that,  to 
take  any  (leps  fuch  as  were  propofed,  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
caufe  of  monarchy.  He  ftatcd  his  grounds  for  voting  on  a  former 
nigiit  for  granting  an  income  of  125,000!.  per  annum  to  die 
Prince,  which  were,  becaufc  he  thought  he,  or  any  Prince  of 
Wales,  required  it ;  and  he  would  have  fo  voted  if  he  had  not 
been  a  iixpence  in  debt.  He  tliought  his  honourable  friend  had 
done  well  in  propofing  that  the  civil  lift  ihould  contribute  towards 
the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  inlifted  that  it  was  much  move  con- 
fiftent  with  thofc  old  fafliions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
pTofefled  himfelf  attached  to,  than  the  nKxle  now  propofed  bf  ai)  ap- 
plication to  Parliament. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  Prince's 
chara<5!er  and  that  of  Adminiilration  fo  far  as  refpe6ted  the  prcfcnt 
plan.     He  faid,  that  giving  the  Prince  a  laige  income  without  psjr- 
ing  his  debts,    was  putting  him  in  a  worfc  fituation  than  he  now 
was ;  becaufe,  with  a  larger  income,  there  might  be  greater  inducc- 
mant  to  give  credit,  and  more  to  be  made  by  execution  in  (ailint 
of  payments.     He  maintained  it  was  right  to  notice  the  debts  ui 
the  mefTage ;  and,  if  the  Houfe  did  not  make  (bme  arrangements, 
the  benefit  of  a  laige  income  would  be  loft  to  His  Royal  H%hne6 
by  the  preffure  of  creditors;  and  the  Princefs  herielf  would  be  fub- 
jeA  to  infult.     A  reflcflion  had  been  thrown  out  difrefpeflful  to 
his  Uluftrious  friend,  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  which  he  tould  not 
fuffer  to  pafs  unnoticed.      His  Lordfhip  had  been  accufed  of  giving 
improper  advice  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  by  imprefling  on  histnind 
the  fudden  retrenchments  of  L'Egalite,  whofe.  condud  had  tended 
to  difgrace  and  overthrow  the  French  monarchy.     He  thought  that 
this  refleAion  on  his  illuftrlous  friend  was  both  illiberal  and  unjuft; 
convinced,  that  whatever  advice  had  been  given  to  his  Ropl  High- 
nefs by  that  diftinguiflied  perfon  was  founded  on  as  much  political 
integrity  as  that  offered  by  any  other  gentleman  on  the  oppofue 
IGdc. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  reprobated  the  idea  of  parliamentary  interfe- 
rence, and,  at  the  fame  rime,  contended,  .that  if  any  paynwrt  was 
made,  it  (hould  be  from  the  civil  lift.  In  fuppott  of  the  propriety 
of  recuning  to  the  civil  lift,  he  moved,  "  That  the  meffagcfrom 
the  King,  in  the  year  1721,  might  be  read ;"  the  lame  wasac- 
cordingly  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thought  it  was  a  friendly  amend- 
ment, and  was  in  fubftancc  the  fame  with  the  morion. 

Mr.  GREY  confidcred  any  thing  relating  to  the  payment  of  tc 
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debts  as  an  impodtlon  of  new  burdens  upon  the  people.     He  meant^ 

confiftently  with  his  former  profeflions,  to  declare  that  he  thought 

tlic  propontion  for  payment  fhould  meet  with  a  direft  negative.    It 

\^  as  the  only  method, -fn  his   opinion,  which  could  defend  the 

Houfe  from  future  applications  of  a  fimilar  nature.  >   If  he  were  to 

admit  the  propriety  of  difcharging  the  debts,  he  {hould  argue,  th?c 

k  would  much  better  be  fixed  on  the  civil  lift.  ,  But  he  lamented, 

that  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bulincfs  the  real  quenioii  had  always  been 

aflUmed.      They  never  had  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  fenti- 

menrs  upon  it.     He  fliould  ever  confider,  all  voted  above  i  oo,oooL 

per  annum  as  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  as  an  addir 

tional  burden  upon  the  people.     Many  gentlemen  having  declared 

they  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  under  a  convidtion  th&t  it  was  ne- 

ccifary  to  difcharge  them  j  and  though  his  honourable  friend,  and 

he  knew  it  to  be  his  fentiment,  had  declared  he. voted  for  the  larger* 

fum  without  fuch  confideration,  yet  he  could  not  from  thence  fay  it 

was  the  fentiment  of .  the  Houfe.     When  he  confidcred  the  firlt 

cftablilhmcnt  called  for  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Pitt) 

himfclf,  which  he  then  dated  fufficicntly  ample,  he  was  convinced 

th^  40, cool,  additional,  upon  his  own  reafoning,  mud  be  (ufEcirnc 

for  the  purpofc.     Her  Majefty's  edablifliment  was  but  50,000!., 

it  could  therefore  never  require  65,000!.  addition  for  the  cftabli(h- 

mem  of  a  Princefs  of  Wales.     This  carried  a  convidlion  to  his 

mind,  that  fo  large  an  eflablifhmcnt  was  not  necelTaryi  and  upon 

that  ground  he  toojt  his  ftand, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  defended  Mr.  fitt  from  the  charge  of 
bringing  the  queftion  unfairly  before  the  Houfe.  Though  he  dif- 
fered from  his  right  honourable  friend  on  the  matter,  yet  lie  muft 
do  hira  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  liad  fpokcn  out  fairly  on  the  fum 
which  ought  to  be  fettled  on  a  Prince  of  Wales, 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  it  had  been  imputed  to  him 
that  he  had  aflerted  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  piade  a  declara- 
tion that  he  would  not  incur  any  debt  if  Parliament  complied  with 
the  application  mada  in  1787.  What  he  did  fay  was,  that  the 
Prince  declared,*  that  if  30  or  even  2o,oool.  a  year  of  additional 
income  were^fettled  on  him,  ho  would  engage  not  to  incur  debt— 
but  this  did  not  imply,  that  if  only  io,oool.  of  additional  income 
vi^crc  given,  he  could  keep  within  it, 

Mr.  BASTARD  recommended  to  Mr.  Sheridan  to  withdraw 
kis  anoendment, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  lie  had  no  objedMon  to  withdraw  his 
intendment,  that  the  fcnfc  of  the  Houfe  might  be   taken  on  the 
Vol.  XLT.  3  Z 
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main  quenion  ;  but  he  ihould  move  it  in  a  dire£^  pR^finon  after- 
^ards. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfc  fcr 
a  few  words,  with  which  he  would  not  have  troubled  diem,  bd 
not  fome  obfervations  which  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  dcbat.* 
provoked  his  reply.     He  had  been  charged  with  not  bringing  fijr- 
"ward  this  motion  in  a  fairer  fhape,  by   propofing  at  once  the  par. 
mcnt  of  the  Princess  debts.     To  this  he  would  briefly  reply*  ^^^ 
in  no  one  (hape  that  it  could  prcfent  itfelf,  would  it  be  roorcqucf- 
tionable.     The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  fuggcP- 
ed  this  mode  of  proceeding,  in  order  to  aggravate  and  load  it  \vith 
every  degree  of  odium  with  which  it  cculd  be  burdened ;  and  fntn 
this  motive  alone  was  he  a<Suatcd  to  call  for  it  in  fuch  a  jfliape.   To 
another  obfcrvation  which  had  follen  from  another  right  honourab'f 
gentleman,  who  had  afked  why  the  Prince's  edabUihinent  fliou'.<i 
be  augmented  from  65,000!.  to   125,0001.  a  year,  he  would  tut 
remind  the  Houfc  of  the  cftablifliments  which  were  ufuallv  made 
*  for  heirs  of  confiderable  families,  when  advanced  into  a  married 
ftate  ;  and  then  it  would  be  difcerned  the  proportion  which  a  Prince 
of  Wales/s  eftabliftimcnt  (hould  bear  to  that  which  it  had  been.— 
He  felt,  on  his  part,  and  moft  feelingly  lamented,  the  full  force  of 
many  objeftions  which  had  been  preffed,home  by  gentlemen  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  with  refpcft  to  the  breach  of  tiut 
promifc  which  had  been  pledged  to  Parliament  when  it  bad  inter- 
fered in  the  Prinbc's  debts  before.      Far  it  was  not  a  queftion  now, 
whether  they  fliould  mcafurc  the  part  proceedings  by  the  ftri£l  and 
fcvere  rules  of  a  rigid  inqiiilition,  but  whether  upon  a  feeling  anJ 
candid  confidcration,  they  fliould  make  fuch  a  proviiion  for  his  Roj-al 
Ilighnefs  and  his  illuftrious  confort,  as  would  be  ncccflary  for  thiir 
rank,  ftation,  and  dignity?  Whether  they  (hould,  under  any  pre- 
tence, deprive  their  Royal  Highncffes  6f  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  or  confer  upon  them  freely,  and  with  .the  gcncrofity 
becoming  the  charader  of  the  Britifli  nation,  an  ample,  eafy,  and 
dignified  ertablifhment  ?  This,  he  believed,  was  tlic  only  wife  and 
provident  means  which  could  be  adopted  towards  the  accomplift- 
oicnt  of  fo  beneficial  and  politic  an  obje6t.     Gendemen  would  di- 
vert themlclves,  he  hoped,  of  all  confidcrations  which,  on  too  nar- 
row a  fcalc,  would  but  lead  to  an  unjuft,  howeycr  apparently  vife, 
conelufion,.     Th^y  would  keep  before  their  eyes  that  they  wcrcp/P- 
^iding  for  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  ;  for  an  cffcntial  and 
viul  part  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  whatever  diforders  and  evils  were 
foggeftcd  by  gentlemen  to  arifc  from  any  abufcs  which  die  biandics 
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if  the  Royal  Houfes  had  created  ;  they  would  the  more  vigoroufly 
>ppofe  thofe  abufes,  by  diverting  them  from  the  perfons  to  whom 
hey  might  have  unfortunately  attached  themfelvcs,  and  by  giving  a 
lew  direction,  as  well  as  a  purer  courfc,  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
Prince,  they  would  enfure  in  his  perfon  the  general  confervation  of 
State. 

iMr.  MILBANKE  faid,  he  voted  for  the  larger  fum,  to  free 
the  Prince  from  his  embanraflrnents,  as  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
rompncnt  part  of  the  confiitution. 

Mr.  STURT  concluded  the  debate  by  faying,  that  in  his  mind 
the  qucftion  was,  whether,  after  the  Prince  had   made  a  folcmn 
{.ledge  of  his  honour  to  the  nation »  in  1787,  not   to  incur  debt, 
ti\cy  would  now  agree  to  pay  them  ? 
The  Houfc  divided  on  the  main  qucftion  ; 

Ayes,  148  ;  Noes,  93.  Majorit}'^,  35. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  then,  with  a  ftiort  preface,  moved,  "  That 
a  propofition  having  been  made  upon  a  mefihgc  from  the  Throne,  to 
make  a  farther  provifion  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
it  becomes  the  Houfc  to  confider,  whether  this  additional  provifion 
may  not  be  made  without  laying  any  additional  burden  on  the  people, 
by  the  reduction  of  ufelcfs  and  inconvenient  places  *' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  without  any  obfcrvations  on  this  mo- 
tion, moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  would  be  idle  for  him  to  make  any 
commcntonthcindecencyof  moving  to  adjourn,  without  inquiring 
whether  the  people  might  not  be  eafed.  He  had  done  his  duty  in 
putting  the  queftion  fairly  to  the  Houfc  :  it  had  been  too  truly  faid, 
that  to  defirc  the  Houfe  to  make  this  provifion  for  the  Prince,  by 
a  reduction  of  ufelcfs  places,  would  be  to  cheat  themfclves  ;  he  could 
not  chai^  Minifters  with  fuch  folly". 
The  Houfe  thfti  divided  on  the  motion  to  adjourn ; 
Ayes,  153  ;    Noes,  2f.     Majority,  124. 

RJonday^    8/A  June,  * 

• 

On  the  queflion  being  put,  that  tlic  bill  for  more  effectually  pre-, 
venting  the  frauds  committed  by  Bankers'  clerks,  be  read  a  fecond 
time, 

Mr.  DENT  faid,  Aat  this  bill  would  add  to  the  akeady  im- 
roenfc  code  of  penal  laws,  without  being  adequate  to  the  prevention 
of  peculation.  The  falary  of  clerks  was  too  low,  confidcring  that 
they  were  placed  inlltuations  of  truft  and  rcfponfibilit)',  and  the  fe- 
<^rity  given  with  them  was- alfo  too  low;  they  commonly  gave 
'^Uds  of  indcmnJtation  to  the  amount  of  i  opol.  or  poffiLlv  '-o^*' 
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whereas  they  had  in  their  pocket  books  every  day  bills  and  notes  to  a 
much  larger  amount,  fometimes  1 5,000!.  To^the  inadequate  fa- 
fary  .and  fecurity  may  be  traced  the  caufes  of  various  frauds  and  rob- 
beries ;  and  if  bankers  and  merchants  would  be  more  cautious  2nd 
more  liberal,  it  would  be  altogether  unneceffary  to  pafs  tbis  ac^, 
which  propofcd  to  make  thefe  frauds  liable  to  the  punifliments  ot 
gfcat  and  petty  larceny.  He  had  another  objeflion,  the  latcncfs  ni 
the  feflion,  which  would  prevent  the  bill  from '  obtaining  fo  full  a 
difcuflion  as  it  ought  to  receive.  He  would  net  then  divide  tht 
Houfe,  but  he  would  oppofc  it  in  the  Committee. 

Alderman  Ct^JlTIS  faid,  that  the  bill  was  produced  early  in  the 
feflion,  anrf  due  time  and  notice  given  ;  and  as  to  the  other  objec- 
tions of  the  honourable  gentleman,  they  feemcd  to  his  undtrftanJ- 
Ing  ftrong  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill  ;  fo  ftrong  and  fall  indec^ 
that  he  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  fay  another  word  on  the  kb- 
)^.    ' 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  rime,  and  committed  for  Thuriiiav. 
In  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT 
movrd,  "  That  every  fubfcriber  to  the  loan  of  eighteen  milikrj 
fhould,  in  confideraticn  of  the  redudion  of  the  Auflrian  loan  frm 
fix  millions  to  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  en- 
titled to  an  annuity  of  one  (hilling  on  every  hundred  ^nnds,  for  a 
period  of  fixty-five  years. "     • 

Agreed  to,  and  the  report  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
Mr.  DENT  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  next  feflSon  move  h 
'  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remedy  the  abufes  with  refpedl  to  franking 
ncwfpapcrs. 

In  the  Cornmittee  of  Supply,  a  refolution  was  moved  to  grant  a 
Cum  of  1500I.  to  the  Veterinary  College,  and  agreed  to,  afrera 
flight  oppofition  from  Mr.  Powys. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  obferved,  that  fome  rimefincebehadex- 
prcflcd  a  wifh  in  that  Houfe,  that  fome  ftep  might  be  t?.kcn  for  th: 
<:xchange  of  prlfuners  with  France ;  he  fhonld  be  glad  to  har  ir 
any  ftcps  I^ad  been  taken  by  Ijj^  Majefty's  Minifters  for  thnt  pur- 
pofc,  what  the  refiilt  had  been,  or  if  it  was  intended  to  proceed  in 
any  plan  for  that  purpt^fe  ? 

Mh  DUiNDAS  replied,  that  His  Mnjefty's  Minifters  un^obf- 
cdly  had  not  been  inattentive  to  what  they  juftly  curwreivctl  tobt-an 
obfcftoCno  fmall  importance  ;  they  had  difpatched  a  gentleman  t) 
the  coaft  of  France. for  that  very  purpofc,  but  the  French  did  net 
fcem  difpoYcd  to  any  exchange  of  the  kind  ;  and  had  aflipwf  as2 
rcafon,  "  tliat  we  Hood  in  need  ofmen  more  than  they  did." 
Mr.  Chancellolj  PITT  moved,  <*  That   the  Houfe  do  now  re- 
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folvc  itfelf  into  a  Qommittce  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  a  rcfolution 
relative  to  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  which  be  had  given 
notice  on  a  former  night." 

The  Houfe  accordingly  rcfolved  itfelf  into  the  falJ  Committee. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  would  not  be   ncceffar)'  for  him 
to  detain  the  Committee  with  any  obfervnrion  on  tl>c  propofition  he 
Mras  about  to  fubmit  to  their  difcunion  ;  he  believe  J  he  Iiad  fully 
explained  himfelf  on  this  fubjcft  on  a  fornrcr  n'ghr.     The  objcdl  of 
the  refblution  was,  that  in  cafe  of  thcdemifo  of  the  Friiicc  of  Wales, 
an  event  to  fee  deprecated  by  that  Houfc  find  the  Public,  a  certain 
fumof  money  (hould  be  charged  on  the  confolidated  fund,  to  dif- 
charg^  fuch  parts  of  his  debts  as  might  then  remain  unpnid.     He 
conceived,  that  the  only  difference  of  opinion  on  this  point,  would 
be  the    extent  of  Xhe  fum ;  he  (hould  propofc,  in  the  firft   place, 
fixty-five  thoufand  pounds,  which  accordingly  he  did. 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  refolution, 
General  SMITH  lamented,  that  he  did  not  fee  a  learned  gen- 
tleman (the  Attorney  General)  in  his  place,  as  thit  learned  gentle- 
man had  ikited  fomc  circumflances  relative  to  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall, on  which  he  (hould  be  very  glad  to  join  ifTue  with  that  learn- 
ed gentleman.     In  faying  this,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  have  it  under- 
(^ood  that  he  could  entertain   the  prefumption  of  entering  the  lifts 
with  ^t  learned  gentleman  in  the  linp  of  his  profcffion  ;  that  would 
be  prefumptuous  in  him,  indeed  ;  but  the  Commitjtee  would  reool- 
k&,  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  the  candour  to  acknowledge, 
towards  the  conclufion  of  hisTpecch  on  that  occafion,  that  his  opi- 
nion was  undecided.     Undecided  was  the  laft  word  of  that  learned 
gentleman*s  fpeech.     The  honourable  General  faid,  when  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  he  was  free  to  confefs,  he  had  not  turned  his  attention 
to  it ;  but  from  that  moment,  he  had  miffed  no  opportunity  of 
gaining  every  information  on  the  fubjeft  ;  the  refult  of  which  was, 
that  he  was  convinced  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  fairly,  juftly, 
and  as  legally  entitled  to  the  rents,  iffucs,  and  profits  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,  as  any  other  minor  would  be  to  the  income  of  his  eftate 
in  (imilar  circumftances.     He  undcrftood  that  Commiffioners  would 
be  appointed  under  the  bill  which  was  then  before  the  Houfe,    and 
armed  with  authority  to   inquire  into  die   Prince's  debts ;  he  was 
therefore  of  opinion  that  a  claufe  ought  to  be'inferted  in  that  bill,  to 
enable  thefe  Commiffioners  to  inquire  alfo  into  the  claims  of  hb 
Royal  Highncfs/  and  that  the  fum  or  fums,  great  or  fmall,  that 
ftould  be  found  owing  to  him,  (hould  be  placed  oppofite  to  his  debts. 
This,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  faircft  piode  of  ftating  his  ac« 
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counts,  arid  at  the  fame  time  it  would  fatisfy  the  Public,  who  be- 
came  every  day  more  and  more  interefted  in  this  unfortunate  bu- 
finefs.  A  few  nights  fince  he  raifed  a  hearty  laughty  in  the  Houfc, 
when  he  mentioned  the  amount  of  the  revenues  of  Cornwall,  during 
the  minority  of  the  Prince.  Gentlemen  had  time  to  rcflcft  on  that 
bufinefs  fincc,  and  he  had  alfo  re-confidered  it,  and  he  did  not  ap- 
prcficnd  hefhould  run  the  rilk  of  railing  a  fecond  laugh,  if  he  now 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  thofe  revenues  would  nearly  cover  the 
whole  of  the  Prince's  debts,  or  at  lead  be  found  to  a>me  within  2 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  their  amount. 

Mr-  LAMBTON  conceived  that  the  fubjeft  which  had  been  juft 
.ftatcd  by  the  honourable  General,  demanded  thcmoft  ferious  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe.  He  was  of  opinion  with  the  honourable  Gene- 
ral, that  there  ought  to  be  an  efpecial  claufe  inferted  in  the  ad  for 
appointing  Commiflloncrs  to  examine  tlie  Pritice's  accounts,  in 
order  to  (tate  the  fums  that  lie  would  be  entitled  to,  during  hi$  mi- 
nority, out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  that  is,  pro- 
vided he  was  legally  entitled  to  thofe  revenues  during  thatpenod; 
but  he  did  not  think  that  was  a  qucftion  which  that  Houfc  was  com- 
petent to  difcufs,  being  a  fubjedl  on  which  die  Courts  below  only 
could  decide. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  agreed  with  the  two  honounfaic 
gentlemen  whorfj)oke  iaft,  that  the  fubjeft  on  which  dxcy  had  juft 
delivered  their  fentimcnts,  was  well  entitled  to  the  attention  of  every 
gentleman  within  die  walls  of  that  Houfe;  and  notwithfkmding  thk 
ijueftion  was  pot  immediately  before  the  Committee,  yet  it  was  very 
inatcrially  connected  with  it.      In  the  firfb  placc^  if  the  Prince  was 
really  and  legally  entitled  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  during  his 
minority,  it  would  amount  to  a  very  large  fum.     Thi«  funi  cither 
went  inio  the  privy  purfe,  or  into  the  civil  lift,  and  if  it  belonged 
to  ri)c  Prince,  it  ought  to  be  refunded  ;  if  it  nearly  covered  thoiC 
debts,  fo  much  the  better.     This  bufmcfe  had  made  a  great  im- 
prefllon  on  the  public  mind  ;  whether  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  brought  forward,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  dif- 
cufled,  it  would  furnifh  die  enemy  of  hereditary  monarchy  vith 
weapons,  which  otherwifc  they  could  not  lay  hold  of.     As  lie  w«» 
a  friend  to  the  prcfcnt  Family  on  the  throne,  he  wilhed  this  affair 
of  tlic  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  be  inquired  into  ;  it  would  have  a 
good  effcdl ;- — ^if  it  (hould  be  found  that  the  Prince  was  entitled  » 
thofe  revenues  during  his  minority,  it  would  enable  his  Highncfsto 
difcharge  his  (Jcbts,  without  laying  any  burden  on  the  Public.    He 
was  Aire  fuch  an  event  would  gratify  the  feelings  of  his  Highocfti 
^nd  tend  to  remove  any  unfavourable  imprcflions  which  this  ^^'^ 
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tunate  bufinefs  ipight  have  occaConed.  At  the  fame  time  that  he 
wifiied  this  could  be  done,  there  was  one  circumftance  of  great  deli- 
cacy wliich  flood  in*  the  way  of  jt,  and  ^hich,  of  all  things,  he  was 
pcrfuaded  that  Houfe  would  wi(h  to  avoid,  which  was,  to  encou- 
rage litigation  bcti^'cen  the  Prince  and  his  illuftrious  Father. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  lamented  the  abfcncc  of  his  learned  friend 
(the  Attorney  General)  who  was  unavoidably  detained  frofti  his  duty 
in  that  Houfe  ;  but  the  Committee  would  recoiled  the  obfervation 
of  his  learned  friend  on  this  fubjc(S,  the  laft  time  it  was  difcufled. 
He  for  one,  thought  the  arguments  of  his  leaiT^ed  friend  on  the  fub- 
jt6\  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  fo  conclufive,  that  he  fliould  not  at- 
tempt to  add  one  to  them,  till  he  heard  fome  one  or  other  of  them 
refuted :   Kdt  he  did  not  conceive  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  connefled 
in  any  manner  with  the  queftion  at  that  time  before  the  Committee, 
He  lamented  with  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley)  that 
the  quedion  relative  to  the  Prince's  debts  had  given  birth  to  fome  de- 
gree of  acrimony,  arid  that  it  was'  carried  greatly  beyond  what  that 
Houfe  had  any  reafon  to  expert.     As  he  was  on  his  legs,  however, 
he  Ihould  fay  a  few  words  on  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  That  Houfe 
had  already  difcharged  the  incumbrances  of  the  civil  lift  three  times. 
In  1787,  they  had  difcharged  the  prince's  debts  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  pounds,  befides  voting  a  fum 
towards  fini(hing  Carlton  Hobfe.     If  the  Parliament  on  tholl  occa- 
fions  had  conceived  that  the  Prince  was  intitled  to  the  revenues  of 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  minority,  was  it  to  be  fuppofed 
tiiat  they  would  not  have  reforted  to  that,  as  a  fund  for  the  difchargc 
of  the  incumbrances  he  had  juft  enumerated  ?  No  ;  the  Parliament 
did  no  fuch  thing,  and  in  his  opinion  they  aftcd  wifely.  If  it  fhould 
appear  that  the  Prince  was  intitled  to  thofc  revenues  during  his  mi- 
nsriiy ;  and  if  it  fliould  be  found  that  they  were  applied  in  aid  of 
the  civil  lift,  which  *was  the  fame  as  flowing  into  the  pockets  of  th# 
Public,  how  would  the  Public  be  relieved  by  refunding  thofc  fums  ^ 
Befides,  if  the  account  was  to  be  fettled  betwixt  the  Prince  and  the 
Public,  agreeable  to  the  wiflies  of  fome  gentlemen,  perhaps  the  ba- 
lance would  be  in  favour  of  the  Public,  fo  that  his  Highncfs,  inftcad 
of  being  a  gainer,  would  in  all  probability  lofc  by  fuch  a  ftatement. 
He  did  not  therefore  fee  any  advantage  which  either  one  party  or  the 
«hcr  could  derive  fiom  the  adoptiort|g>f  thofe  gentlemen's  wifhcs. 

The  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  M.  W,  Ridle)')  feemed  to  think  that 
'uch  a  procedure  would  tend  to  do  away  fome  impfcffions  which  the 
agitation  of  tfiis  unfortunate  bufinefs  had  occafToned ;  if  this  were 
^y  the  cafe,  he  fhould  feel  every  difpofition  to  accede  to  it ;  but  he 
^id  notfct  how  it  would  diminifli  the  regret  vrhich  it  had  occafioncd. 
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Thaflionourablc  Baronet  had  lamented,  that,  if  it  (hould  even  be 
the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  the  Prince  was  intitlcd  to  the  revenues 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  it  would  produce  a  litigation  betwixt 
two  illuftrious  perfonagcs ;  he  was  certain  that  was  a  circutnftance 
that  would  be  dcprecatied  by  every  gentleman  in  that  Houfc  as  well 
as  himfelf ;  but  he  conceived .  that  no  litigation  would  arife  betwlxi 
thofe  two  illuftrious  perfonagcs  on  that  fubjeft  ;  the  courts  below  were 
open  to  the  creditors  of  the  Prince,  where,  if  they  could  eftablift 
bis  claim  to  that  revenue,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  entitled  to  it. 
High  as  the  authority  of  that  Houfe  was,  it  did  not  extend  to  the 
decilion  of  that  points  ^^  therefore  thought  it  ought  to  be  difmilTd 
from  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  as  entirely  irrelevant  to  die  quefiionat 
prefcnt  before  them.    -' 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  proceeded  tS  flatc  dut 
it  would  appear  to  the  Public  highly  indecorous  in  the  Prince  to  en- 
gage in  any  h^al  litigation  with  his  Royal  Father  upon  the  matter. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  tend  to  throw  more  obloquy  on  him  tim 
any  tiling  whicli-had  heretofore  occurred,  and  it  would  be  hiseamcft 
wi{h,  that  all  litigation  in  the  bufinefs  (hould  be  entirely  avoided. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  it  was  by  no  means  irrelevant  to  the 
queftion  before  the  Committee,  that  queftion  regarded  the  contin- 
gent difcharge  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  and,  however 
gentlemen  might  lament  that  thofe  debts  were  contra<fled,  thcrwcre 
now  called  upon  for  their  advice,  with  relpeft  to  the  beft  mode  of 
difcharging  them.  And  as  he  was  one  of  thofe  that  had  made  up 
his  mind  upon  this  fubje(^,  that  a  fingle  (hilling  of  thofe  debts  ftouU 
not  fall  on  the  Public,  he  was  ready  to  adopt  that  mode  tvhich  would 
f  enable  his  Highnefs  to  extricate  himfclf  in  the  moft  ju(t,  and  in  the 
xnoft:  honourable  manner.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitij 
faid,  that  if  it  even  (hovld  be  found  that  the  Prince  was  coridcd 
to  the  revenues  of  Cornwall,  that  it  would  not  diminifh  the  rqgrct 
of  gentlemen  on  the  occafion ;— certainly  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
regret,  that  the  Prince  had  contrafted  thofe  debts  imprudently,  and 
improvidently  ;  but  would  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  (^'Ir• 
Pitt)  fay,  that  it  would  not  place  the  Prince  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view  from  that  in  which  he  flood  at  prcfent  i  If  the  Prince 
could  fay — It  is  true,  I  have,  through  the  narrownefs  of  my  incomci 
contraded  debts  to  a  laige  ammpt ;  I  wi(h  of  all  tilings  to  difcharge 
.  them  ;  but  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  difchai^ge  them 
-  out  of  ray  own  revenues,  without  calling  on  the  Public  for  a  fir^le 
(hilling — would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  the  con- 
(idencc  to  alTert,  that  under  fuch  circumflances  the  Prince  would  not 
(bnd  in  a  very  different  light  ?  But  the  right  honourable  gentlcmaa 
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(\f  r.  Pitt)  fays,  jjiis  money  has  already  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the 
Public  ;   and  if  this  was  the  cafe  it  would  make  no  difference ;  it 
would  make  a  great  and  material  difference;  it  would  fatisfy  the 
Public  if  it  had  gone  into  their  pockets,  that  they  were  only  repay- 
ing the   Prince  his  own.     Nay,  it  would  fatisfy  them  to  know  in 
what  pocket  it  went,  and  furely  tliat  was  the  lead  they  had  a  right 
to  cxped.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  again,  this  would 
call  forth  a  balance  betwixt  the  Prince  and  the  Public,  that,  in  all 
probability,  would  not  be  in  his  favour.     What,  the  cxpcnce  of 
his  education  i  Surely  not.     As  the  fon  of  the  Public,  and  the  off- 
fpring  of  an  amiable  and  illuftrious  Prince,  it  was  not  to  be  con- 
ceived that  any  foch  account  would  be  brought  againft  his  Royal 
Hlghiiefs.  The  honourable  Baronet  (M.  W.  Ridley)  was  apprehen- 
five,  that,  by  bringing  this  queftion  to  iffuc,  it  might  give  birth  to    . 
Udgatioii  betwixt  the  illuftrious  father  and  fon,  which  he,  in  com- 
mon with  thofe  that  heard  him,  deprecated  ;  he  did  not  fee  but  that 
might  be  avoided.    Gentlemen  had  heard  of  amicable  fuits  in  chan- 
cery, and  furely  this  might  be  put  on  the  fame  ifluc.   He  was  forry 
he  did  not  fee  the  learned  gentleman  (the  .^Ltorney  General)  in  his 
place,  becaufe  high  as  the  legal  opinion  of  that  gentleman  might  be, 
be  did  not  conceive  it  quite  fo  conclufive  on  the  fubject  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall.  That  learned  gentleman  had  quoted  the  cafe  of  Charles 
the  Firft ;  but  he  ought  to  have  recoUefled  that  Prince  Henry  was 
^tjiUusprifnogenitusy  and  that  on  the  dcmife  of  that  Prince,  Charles 
only  held  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  by  grant  from  the  King,  his  fa- 
ther.    That  learned  gentleman  argued  on  a  fuppofition  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  held  by  Knight  fervice,  and  in  that  cafe  that  the 
King  wis  guardian,  in  chivalry  ;  thiis  he  denied  ;  for  it  was  plain 
diat  by  the  aft  of  Charies  the  Second,  that  part  of  the  feudal  fyftem 
Was  aboliihed.    Mr.  Sheridan  wiftied  that  a  claufe  ftiould  be  intro- 
duced in  the  bill  for  appointing  Commiflfioners  to  examine  into  the 
accounts  of  the  Dutchv  of  Cornwall* 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  however  foreign  it  might  be 
fo  his  Inclinations  to  enter  widely  into  the  fubieft  of  difcuflion,  the 
official  fituation  which  4ie  held  under  hisTloyal  Highnefs,  compelled 
him  to  throw  what  light  he  was  able  upon  the  fubjeifl.  As  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Dutchy,  from  the  birth  of  the  Prince  to  his  being  of 
^f  the  Public  had  feen  their  application,  and  their  appropriation 
to  the  civil  lift,  and  no  conteft  could  poflibly,  in  his  opinion,  arife 
on  that  head.  The  Prince  himfclf  had  never  difputed  the  propriety 
of  their  appropriation,^  or  once  imagined  them  withheld  from  him. 
The  learned  Member  then  took  an  hiftorical  fufvey  ^  the  Dutchy 
from  its  original  tenure,  and  laid,  that  from  all  b&  could  culled  frooi 
V0L.XLL  4  A 
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the  documents  he  confulted,  he  could  not  find  himfclf  juftified,  as 
the  law  officer  of  his  Royal  Highncfs,  in  giving  advice  to  him  t3 
enter  into  any  lixigation  concerning  the  Dutchy.      He  then  entered 
into  a  minute  detail  of  particulars  rcfpeflin^the  Uutchy,  in  therr^'gn 
of  Cliarl^  the  Firft  and  Second,  and, that  all  the  judges  in  1615 
were  entirely  of  a  different  opinion  from  the  gentleman  who  fpc^k 
laft.      From  all  therefore  which  he  had  fecn,  he  confidcrcd  himftlf 
fully  juftified  in  preventing  him  from  inftituting  any  proceedings  as 
to  his  right  to  the  income  of  the  Dutchy,  as  the  creditors  could  net 
derive  any  advantage  from  them,  however  tlieir  appropriation  might 
be  arranged.     He  was  forry  that  a  confi^erable  (hare  of  acrimon? 
had  been  introduced  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  bufinefs,  which  could 
not  redound  in  any  degree  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  or  the  fctis- 
fadion  of  the  Public.     He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  thought 
that  the  prefcnt  difcuflfion  was  totally  foreign  to  the  queftion  propofei 
to  the  Committee.  < 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  obfcrve  the  different 
opinions  that  had  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Anftnithcr. 
The  firft  had  faid  tliat  .\  fuit  at  law  might  be  inftituted ;  the  fecond 
had  affcrted  that  he  would  not  advife  his  Royal  Highncis  to  inftituto 
any  litigation.  This  difference  of  opinion  was  an  additional  2nd  a 
ftrong  rcafon  why  the  Houfe  (hould  come  to  a  dccifivc  vote  upon  the 
iubjedl.  The  bill  could  not  in  its  prefcnt  ftatc  pafs  tlic  Houfe. 
It  held  up  the  f  rince  in  the  degraded  fituation  of  a  man  whom  tlic 
Public  were  warned  not  to  truft.  Was  it  therefore  matter  of  m 
importance,  whether  the  Prince  (hould  continue  for  8  or  9  years 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  or  whetlicr  he  ihould  pay  his  debts  to-monow 
with  his  own  money  i  It  had  been  faid,  wouki  he  vote  for  die  in- 
come of  I  25,0001.  if  he  had  fuppofed  that  the  PriiKe  l^d  a  jmt 
claim  upon  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  l  To  tliis  be 
Ihould  reply,  that  he  certainly  would  not. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  aflcrtcd,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  look  to  the 
credit  fide  of  the  Prince's  account,  as  well  as  to  the  debt  lidc. 

Mr.  SUMNER  fuggcftcd  the  poflibility  oftlx  creditors  of  th: 
pukes  of  York  and  Clarence  malting  a  claim  upon  the  Prince  it 
"  Wales  for  the  fum  for  which  his  Royal  Highncfs  was  joint  fecurin- 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  was  a  material  circumlbnce. 
The  debts  of  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  it  had  been  Uiu, 
were  in  a  train  of  liquidation,  and  therefore  were  not  included  la 
the  account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  debts.  But  though  they  were 
not  included  in  the  account,  tlvc  Houfe  did  not  mean  to  atinguiA^ 
the  fccurity  which  creditors  of  their  Royal  Highneifes  poffcffcd ; 
and,  belidcs,  it  ought  to  be  remembered^  that*  the  dcadi  of  cith« 
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the  Duke  of  York,  or  of  Clarence,  was  not  an  improbable  event. 
In  that  cafe,  the  creditors  would  certainly  come  on  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  difcuflion  would  come  with 
more  propriety  in  the  Committee  on  the  bill.  The  debts  of  the 
Pukes  of  York  and  Clarence  were  now  put  into  fuch  a  (late  of  li- 
quidation, that  their  creditors  would  not  be  likely  to  form  any  de- 
/nand  upon  the  heir  apparent. 

Mr-  SHERIDAN  faid  that  he  meant  to  take  an  opportunity  in 
another  ftagc  of  the  proceeding,  to  propofe  that  mode  of  liquidating 
tlie  debts  which  he  confidered  as  moft  confiftcnt  with  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  interefts  of  tlic  people  ;  and  he  truftcd 
when  he  brought  forward  the  propofition,  that  it  would  not  be  at- 
tempt(4  to  be  got  rid  of  by  a  motion  for  adjournment  at  t>vo  o'clock 
In  the  morning.  He  meant  to  move  an  addrcfs  to  His  Majefty,  to 
require  and  implore  ]His  Majcfty  to  grant  fome  aid  out  of  the  civil 
lift  towards  liquidating  the  debts  ;  and  alfo  to  propofe  to  the  Houfc 
that  fome  proviGon  fliould  be  made  out  of  tlie  finccure  places  for  the 
fame  purpofe :.  If  tjie  Houfe  (hould  negative  the  Addrefs,  and  rc- 
fufc  to  entertain  the  difcuflion,  he  would  then  not  confent  to  vote 
either  the  one  fum  or  the  othef  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  Bl/RTON  propofed  that  the  creditors  (hould  be  left  to 
take  fuch  mcaris  as  they  (hould  thipk  proper  to'  procure  payment 
from  the  prefent  revenue  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  and  that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  (hould  be  fccured  to  him  by  Icgiflative  regulation. 
There  were  two  fets  of  credifors,  the  one  fair  and  honeft,  the  others 
of  a  contrary  defcription  ;  the  former  would  be  able  to  urge  their 
claims  with  a  goixl  grace,  tlie  other  would  not  dare  to  bring  them 
forvt-ard  to  public  view.  The  Prince  would  then  be  freed  from  the 
odium  of  having  the  Public  called  in  to  guaranty  his  debts,  and 
would  be  left  with  a  large  income,  to  take  fuch  mcafures  as  might 
tend  to  fatisfy  his  fair  creditors.  He  mentioned  the  example  of  the 
venerable  Lord  Lyttclton,  the  Hiftorlan,  who,  having  got  into  em- 
barraffments,  in  order  to  extricate  himfelf,  was  accuftomed,  during 
one  month  in  the  year,  to  live  at  his  noble  feat  at  Hagley,  with  all 
^lic  fplcndour  befitting  his  high  rank,  and,  during  the  other  eleven 
months,  to  confine  himtelf  to  the  e(Ubli(hment  of  a  private  gentler 
inan. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  objcfled  (hongly  to  the 
mode  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman :  He  thought  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  (hould  be  put  in  a  fituation  as  little  painful  as  pof- 
iib!e.*  He  could  not  fubfcribe  to- any  thing  that  would  put  him  un- 
^«r  an  eclipfc  eleven  iponths  in  the  year,  in  which  the  hor>ourablc 
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'  gentleman  (Mr.  Burton)  wi(hcd  to  fee  him.— He  vUhed,  if  Us 
cftabliflimcnt  was  to  be  arranged  at  all,  to  fee  it  done  in  fuch  a  span- 
ner as  to  infure  him  cafe  and  comfort,  and  not  perplexity  and  aimcty. 
Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  he  ftiould  vote  againft  Acre- 
folution,  as  he  f^ill  entertained  his  opinion,  that  the  Houfe  ought 
not  in  any  way  to  be  burdened  with  the  debts. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  obfervcd,  that  a  great  number  of 
claims  might  be  ftruck  off  or  curtailed  by  the  CommiflTioncrs  as  un- 
warrantable, which  would  of  courfe  diminifh  the  number  of  ycaii 
computed  as  nceeflary  for  the  retreat  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  under 
the  prefent  circumilances.  He  y^ould  return  to  a  fjJendour,  afflu- 
ence and  popularity  beyond  \vhat  any  other  Prince  of  Wales  cvc; 
enjoyed.  And  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  might  re- 
turn to  their  conftituents  and  fay,  they  had  confulted  entirely  for 
the  public  good,  and  without  impoiii>g  one  additional  (hilling  upon 

theyj.  ^  '^   • 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  would  vote  againft  the  in(hiu5lion,  a$  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  burden  ought  "to  fitll  upon  the  civil  lift, — ^The 
Houfe  divided :    *  "    '  —  '••• 

Ayes,  93  ; — Noes,  68. — Majority  25. 

Mn  ANSTRUTHER  moved,  ^that  it  be  in  inAruflion  to  tk 
Committee,  that  tliey  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe  fcr  appn^ri- 
ating  a  certain  annual  fum  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Dufchyot 
Cornwall,  towards  tlie  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs. 

Mr.  BAKER  thought,  that  as  the  Crown  was  ijitcreftcd  in  tk 
jrcvcnuc  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  there  Qi^t  to  be  a  communi- 
cation  from  the  Throne.  ' 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  aflied,  whether  fuch  doubts  were  at  that 
time  neceffary,  fincc  the  inftruftion  for  the  Committee  did  not  tend 
to  the  abfolute  appropriation  P  but  if  when  the  claufe  v/as  added,  it 
fliould  be  drawn  fo  as  to  affe<a  His  Majcfty*$  life  intcreft  in  the 
eftate,  they  might  affuredly  be  proper.  *  '* 

Mr,  BAKER  hnd  hinted  it  merely  upon  contingency ;  for,  to 
recur  to  the  lafl  refolutbn,  for  example,  a  fum  was  appropriated 
from  the  confolidated  fund  upon  contingency,  and  why  not  one  as 
well  as  another  ?  It  was  poflible  the  eftates  alluded  to  might  be 
burdened  during  His  Majefty's  life  intcreft,  and  therefore  he  con- 
ceived it  proper  to  haVe  his  intimation  en  the  fubjccV. 

•The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  when 
ai  bill  was  pending  afFe(3ing  tlie  proprietar)'  intcreft  of  the  Crown, 
it  was  not  neceflary  in  the  firft  inftance  to  have  the  affent  of  His 
Majefty,  fmce  it  would  do  equally  well  in  any  ftage. 
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Hfr.  ChancoUor  P|TT  $onceiv^  that  t^e  aflent  of  His  Ma** 
jefty  was  not  only  alrcadjr  |prantedy  ^ut  t^iat  the  queftion  itfclf  vra9 
undertaken  by  his  rocommendation*  which  of  necefiity  precludec^ 
confetti  as  the  words  of  his  meflage  would  evince* 

The  clcr]^  read  the  paflfagc  which  had  |)een  alluded  to  in  the 
meflfage. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  ncverthelefs  thought  that 
another  meflage  ougb^  firft  to  be  received.  The  fair  inferpretatioq 
of  that  paflagc  whiah  had  juft  been  read^  in  his  opinion,  did  not  ex- 
tend fo  fiar  as  the  con(lru£lion  put  upon  it,  but  merely  fo  far  as  the 
intcreft  of  the  Prince  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fupportcd  what  he  had  faid,  by  remark- 
ingi  that  the  word§  were  for  appropriating  and  fecuring.  ^ 

Mr.  FOX  was  of  a  contrary  opinion ;  for  if  the  Duke  of  York 
inherited  the  eftate  by  fucceflion,  he  prefumcd  that  fuch  an  appro- 
priation as  was  ofFeredy  ought  not  to  be  fecured  againft  hipn. 

Mr.  Chancellor.  PITT  woind  not  attempt  to  difcufs,  that  quef- 
tion  now^  for  he  did  not  imagine  it  important  to  the  Public  whether 
his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  York  received  an  income  from 
that  quartet  or  an  equivalent  from  the  confolidated  fund.  The 
Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  renriarked,  was  a  fee  in  the  poffcffion  of 
the  CfOWD,  out  of  wlilch  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  life  cftate : 
but  he  was  not  a  tenant  of  it  with  the  remainder  to  the  Duke  of 
York. 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  undcrftand  this  upon  the  principles  of  juftice. 
If  fltcy  deprived  the  Duke  of  York  of  his  inheritance  by  fucceffion, 
they  deprived  him  of  a  right  which  was  independent  of  Parliament, 
and  for  which  no  fair  compenfation,  although  fuperior  in  point  of 
real  value,  could  be  given. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  objeded  upon  the  fame  principle  as  before. 

It  ought  to  extend  to  the  Prince's  own  intereft,  and  no  farther ;  for 

if  extended  to  the  Duke  of  York,  he  faid,  although  it  was  not 

probable  but  Parliament  would  make  ample  provilion  in  lieu  of  it, 

yet  as  it  was  optional  and  dependent,  it  was  extremely  objcd\iona- 

hle;  nor  ought  die  Duke  of  York  to  come  to  Parliament  for  relief 

on  account  of  the  Prince's  extravagance.     In  one  point  of  view  it 

^as  objedionable  to  extend  it  any  way  without  the  confent  of  the 

Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  Prince  Edward,  finoc 

^cy  had  all  an  equal  right  in  it ;  and  therefore  the  beil  mode  would 

be  to  bbtain  their  confent,  and  difpofe  of  the  property  at  once,  hf 

which  means  a  fum  might  be  raifed  that  would  liquidate  the  whole^ 

and  i2,obol-'  a  year  might  be  fet  afide  for  tlic  furvivors,  without 

wy  \oS&  but  patronage,  which  the  Houfe,  he  hoped,  would  confidcr 
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asan  advantage  gained.  He  concluded,  therefore,  by  propofingat) 
amendment —  *.^  During  fuch  term  as  His  Majcfty  or  his  Roj-4 
'Highncfi  cbntinuc  to  have  an  intcrcftin  the  fame  cftatc." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  had  no  obje<£Uon  to  the  amendment. 

The  original  queftion,  witli  the  ainendmcnt,  were  both  cankd 
without  a  divifion. 

Mn  FOX  apprehended  the  Committee  was  merely  empowered  to 
receive  the  claufe,  and  not  bound  to  add  it,  and  accordinly  moved, 
**  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  Committee,  that  they  have  power 
to  receive  a  claufe  for  appropriating  a  certain  fum  from  the  dvil  lift 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal  |iighnefs,  iii  cafe  <rf 
his  death  before  the  dcmife  of  the  Grown."  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  this  motion,  on  tfie  grouod  tKat 
the  Houfc  had  decided  already,  that  in  the  event  which  this  rooties 
fpecified,  the  confolidated  fund  (hould  be  charged  rather  than  dica- 
vUlift.  ^  ,.      .    . 

Divifion — for  the  motion,  ^         -  58 

Agiinft  it,  «  -         -  96 

The  bill  being  read  a  fecond  time,  it  was  propofcd  to  go  into  i 
Committee  of  the  wjiole  Houfe  upon  it,  for  which  purpofe  it  was 
moved—That  the  Speaker  dp  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  WHITEREAD  oppofed  the  motion ;  he  faid,  that  by  the 
proviiions  which  this  bHl  contained,  Miniftcrs  propofed  to  d^n^dc 
and  difgrace  the  Prince  under  t{)c  pretence  of  providiiio;  for  his  dig- 
nit)''  an^  fplcndour,  and  therefore  he  fhould  not  for  one  confcnt  to 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  differed  from  his  honourable  friend  upon  thl^ 
occafion.  He  did  not  think  his  Royal  Highnefs  difgraced  or  de- 
graded, nor  did  his  Koyal  Highnefs  himfclf  fee  the  matter  at  all  in 
that  odious  light.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  reafon  to  know  thai 
the  Prince  totally  and  entirely  affcntcd  to  the  principle  of  the  hill, 
and  approved  generally  of  the  reftriftions  of  it,  for  in  adverting  to 
the  particulars  of  his  debts,  and  he  declared  he  knew  not  by  vKit 
means  they  had  been  contracted,  and  that  if  thcfe  relkidions  were 
not  agreed  upon  he  might  be  again  cxpofed  to  the  fame  inconvcni- 
cncies  ;  for  manyof  tliem  were  things  over  which,  in  his  prcfcnt^ftate, 
he  had  no  controul ;  thcfe  reftriftions  therefore  entirely  corrcfpondcd 
with  the  wifhes  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  general. 

Mr.  POWYS  apprehended  that  the  attendance  of  Members 
would  become  thinner  day  after  day  as  this  bufincfs  fliould  be  brought 
forward  in  the  difcufllon,  and  therefore  it  was  fitting  t^at  km 
points  fliould  be  now  explained  before  the  bufinefs  proceeded  t(X) 
far.     He  was  of  opinion  that  tlie  Houfe  would  do  well  to  poftp"* 
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c  provifion  for  the  eventual  payment  of  any  part  of  the  iricum- 
^.nces,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  until  aU  doubts 
ere  removed.  Thcobjeds  he  had  in  view  could  not,  he  belie v- 
3,  all  of  them  be  carried  into  cfre<£V,  without  the  confcnt  of  the  il- 
iftrious  parties  intercftcd,  and  particularly  the  Prince  hlmfclf ; 
at  the  advice  of  the  Houfe  might  be  given  upon  fuch  an  occafioii 
.  ithout  any  indelicacy  whatever.  As  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
c  did  rK>t  fee  that  it  was  clfcntial  to  the  dignity  of  his  Royal  High- 
icfs  to  preferve  that  appenage  to  the  Crown,  and  that  was  a  inat- 
cr  to  be  difcuffcd  in  the  courfe  of  this  biirs  pafling  through  the 
^oufe.  Xhey  were  to  transfer  from  that  Houfe,  very  properly, 
^e  believed,  the  examination  of  thcfe  debts  to  Commiffioncrs,  but 
j\e  Houfe  ought  to  know  exactly  the  amount  of  them.  They  were 
ftatcd  at  fomething  more  than  6oo,oooL  Now  he  would  afk  if 
gentlemen  were  wholly  fatisfied  that  they  were  incurred  tona  fide. 
They  were  under  three  diftindl  l^eads — debts  for  which  fecurities 
were  given  ;  tradefmen's  bills ;  and  arrears  of  eftabliflimcnt.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  68,oool.  tliq  expence  of  the  marriage, 
ice.  were  included  under  the  head  of  tradefmen's  bills.  Thefe  were 
points  on  which  he  wifhed  to  be  informed. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,   if  he  voted  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
he  ought  to  ftate  the  ground  upon  which  he  did  fo ;  for  he  confoffed 
there  were  doubts  and  difficulties  in  this  bufinefs.      If  the  queftion 
was  now  put  that  the  bill  be  put  off  for  two  months,  he  flioiild  cer- 
tainly pve  his  negative  to  fuch  a  propofition,  becaufe  he  thought 
that  this  bufinefs  ought  to  be  difcuflfed  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  aMb 
that  time  ought  to  be  given  to  examine  into  the  different  parts  of 
it.    There  were,  in  his  opinion,  many  arrangements  to  be  made 
by  his  Royal  Highhefs,  and  many  arrangements  alfo  to  be  made  by 
His  Majcfty's  advifers,  with  regard  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  be- 
fore the  fubjeft  was  matured  for  the  decifion  of  that  Houfe,     Much 
of  this  bill,  he  confeffed,    he  confidered  as  proper.     He  thought 
that  making  up  the  income  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  1 25,000!.  a 
year,  was  proper ;  he  thought  it  becoming  the  dignity  and  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament.     With  refpeft  to  the  provifion  In  the  bill,  to 
prevent  his  Royal  Highnefs  from  incurring  any  debt  in  future,  thnt 
had  alfo  his  coipplete  approbation.     But  what  appeared  to  him  ob- 
jcclionable  was,  that  by  this  bill  they  gave  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
that  which  they  did  not  give  him  the  management  of.      The  whole 
n^atter,  he  feared,  would  be  under  the  management  and  approbation 
of  the  Minifler.      It  was  placing  the  Prince  in  a  flatc  of  dcpendance 
on  the  King's  treafury,  which  was,  in  other  words,  fubjefiing  tl:e 
Prince  to  the  power  of  the  Minifter.     Ha  was  difTatibficd  witii  re- 
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gard  to  tfie  regulation  of  Cairltoh  Houfe.     The  property  Acre  wa! 
added  to  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.     To  whom  (houU  the 
furniture  there  belong  ?  *  why,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  paid  for 
it,  certainly;     And  yet  they  were  to  be  made  heir  looms— fo  that 
Parliament  might  fay  to  the  Prince—"  You  have  fumiflied  Carlton 
Houfe  more  expcttfively  than  you  ought  to  have  done,  but  we  (hall 
have  it."     This  was  a  little  urtfair  with  regard  to  the  Prince;  it 
was  very  unfair  with  regard  tO  the  creditors ;  bccaufe  the  fumifjic, 
if  thisprovifion  wete  not  in  thebilli  \vould  be  moveable  aflcts,  fub- 
jcSt  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  ;  and  perhaps  this  would  operate  to 
the  prejud-cc  of  thofc  very  creditors  who  had  provided  this  very  fur- 
niture..   Nl  w,    if  he  voted  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  it 
muft  be  under  an  undcrftanding  that  thefe  difEculties  fliould  be  re- 
onoved;  bccaufe,  without  a  better  undcrftanding  of  many  of  the  ti>- 
pics,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  might  be  now  doing 
what  would  neither  efFeftually  relieve  the  Prince,  nor  fccurc  l\c 
public  property.     As  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  he  confeflcdhe 
was  exceedingly  anxious  that  it  fliould  be  wholly  fold.     He  con- 
feffed  there  Would  be  fome  difficulty  in  afcertainlng  precifely  the  va- 
lue of  the  intereft  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  bad  in  that  Datdiy, 
becaufe  it  was  not  a  life  eftatc  that  he  had  in  it,   it  was  only  while 
he  continued  Prince  of  Wales ;  but  at  any  event,  the  falc  would 
produce  more  than  it  could  produce  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  its  prc- 
fent  ftate.     He  thought  it  would  produce  6oo,oool.     He  was  far 
below  the  value  he  believed,  but  he  would  take  it  at  that  fum.— 
The  fum  to  be  appropriated  out  of,  that  for  this  debt  would  be  very 
confiderable ;  infteadofthe  13,000!.  a  year,  it  would  amount  to 
330,0001.   if  the  money  from  the  falc  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
O:>mmiffioners,  in  the  name  and  for  the  ufe  of  His  Royal  Highnefe. 
If  this  was  called  bargaining  with  the  Prince,  and  therefore  unwor- 
thy of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  fliould  anfwcr,  that  it  was  a  per- 
fedtly  conftitutional  proceeding,    and  that  this  country  never  had 
better  fecurity  for  its  liberty  than  when  it  made  thefe^Vinds  of  bar- 
gains with  its  Princes.     He  fliould  wifli  that  fomethufig  of  this  ki/xJ 
ihould  be  moved,  and  he  had  rather  that  any  other  pcrfon  ^Aoali 
move  it  than  himfelf.     If  nobody  did,  perhaps  he  might ;  tbis, 
however,  he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  to  do  ;  the  fcflion  was  fer  ad- 
vanced, and  the  Houfe  might  not  like  to  have  a  new  fubjcft  to  d'd" 
cufs ;  but  he  fliould  be  forry  if  this  bulinefs  was  fufFercJ  to  pafs  with- 
out due  confideratioa.     The  annihilation  of  the  Dutchy  ^^/oviii  ^^ 
be  furc,  diminiili  the  ovei^rown  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  here 
was  the  infupcrablc  objedlion ;  fo  that  the  real  interefts  of  thecoun- 
Uy  were  facrificcd  t5  miniftorial  jobbing.     Hi«  opinion  was,  that 
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he  Houfe  was  at  liberty  now  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpofe^  and 
iie  believed  that  His  Majcfty  would  readily  accede  to  it.  The 
hinnefs  of  the  Houfe  he  confefled  difguftcd  him  much,  and  he  was 
ifraid,  now  that  the  call  was.difcharged,  that  the  Houfe  would  bc- 
:ome  thinner  and  thinner  every  day.  He  therefore  wiflied  that 
Jie  Houfe  fhould  proceed  in  this  bufincfs  as  became  the  reprefenta* 
rives  of  the  people,  neither  to  concih'ate  the  favour,  nor  dread  the 
refcntment  of  any  individual,  however  illuftrious  for  his  rank  or 
lilgnity. 

Mr.  LAMBTON,  in  explanation,  obferved,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  all  the  reftriiStions  in  the  bill  wcfe  agreeable  to  his 
Royal  Highncfs,  but  they  generally  received  his  approbation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declined  following  the  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him,   through  the  extenfive  field  of  dcclamiftion  and 
argument  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  indulge  themfelves  in, 
Kcaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be  totally  irrelevant  and  foreign  to  the 
purpofe.      With  refpeft  to  the  "  fale  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,** 
tho'  it  was  a  fair  fubjeft  of  difcuffion,   yet,  as  a  right  honourable 
gentleman   (Mr.  Fox)  had  fignified  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  its  total  annihilation,   he  (hould  referve  himfelf  till  that  mea- 
furc  was  rcgulariy  before  the  Houfe,     The  indnuation  that  "  tlic 
prcfcrvation  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  contributed  to  thp  in- 
fluence of  Adminiftration,"  was  unfounded  in  fad,  and  he  fhould 
cbjcft  to  it  on  grounds  more  tenable  than  thofe  anticipated  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc.     The  reafon  affigned  for  de- 
lay, "  that  a  previous  arrangement  ought  to  be  made  w^th  the  cre- 
ditors," was,  in  his  opinion,  unworthy  of  notice ;  for  he  could  not 
fee  that  it  would  be  ncceffary  even  after  the  pafling  of  the  bill, 
much  lefs  fo  before  that  bill  found  its  way  into  the  Committee. 
"  The  ftate  of  the  debts"  was  no  argument  for  delay.     He  could 
W)t  think  it  neceffaty  there  (hould  be  any  previous  inquiry  by  com- 
niiflion.     For  his  own  part,  he  faid,  he  was  not  aware  that  there. 
vcrc  any  debts  in  the  account  laid  before  the  Houle  that  were  not 
ifonafide^  and  no  other  he  wiihed  to  be  underftood  would  be  pafTed 
^y  the  cqmmiflion.     No  arguments  had  been  ufcd  to  induce  the 
Houfe  Qot  to  go  into  the  Committee,  and  therefore  he  (hould  fup- 
port  the  motion,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  nothing  had  fallen  fix)m  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  which  had,  in  the  leaft,.  tended  to  alter 
Ws  opinion,  and  that  ^lc  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  on  the  queftion 
^f  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair ;  but  muft  fay,  that  he  diought 
*c  language  ufed  by  his  honourable  friend  who  oppofed  it,  was  ex- 
tremely juft  and  proper  \  and  that  the  prcfent  bill  was  in  the  Higheil 
Vol.  XtL  .  4  B 
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•degree  degrading  and  difgraceful  to  the  Prince.     He  (aid,    d)at 
Mr.  Pitt  liad  grafted  one  plan  up^  another.     He  had,  at  the  outfet. 
propofed  to  make  the  Prince's  eitablilhment  one  hundred  rhoufand  a 
year,  and  appropriate  twenty-five  thoufand  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  ;  and  according  to  this,  he  had  formed  an  eflablilhment  for 
the  Prince's  houfchold  ;  fmcc  which  he  adopted  Mr.  Fox's  plan  of 
appropriating  fixty-fivc  thoufand  a  year  to  the  debts,  and  Icuing  the 
Prince  live  in  retirement,  as  a  private  nobleman  ;  but  by  this  biil 
he  was  to  be  a  private  nobleman  with  a  Prince's  eAablifbmenr ;  iur 
indead  of  the  groom  Ihd  the  footman,  the  bill  talked  of  his  maftcr 
of  the  Horfe  and  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber.      It  was  an  hcterqgenc- 
ous  mafs— '3  variegated  tifTue,  a  hodge-podge  of  abfurdity.      He 
declared  that  he  would  not  accede  to  any  propofition  for  takir^  a 
fmgle  iKilling  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Public  until  he  faw  MinU 
Acrs  fet  about  the  bufinefs  in  good  earned.     By  this  he  meant  th^ 
the  Houfc  ought  not  to  refort  to  the  people,  but  to  thofe  finccure 
places  which  contributed  neither  to  the  fupjx)rt  nor  dignity  of  the 
Crown.     As  thefc  fell  in,  he  (hould  propofe  to  form  out  of  them  a 
fund  to  difcharge  the  intereft,  and  finally  to  extinguifh  the  Prince's 
debts.     He  ftill  cheriflicd  the  idea  too  that  the  Houfe  would  lUll 
have  fome  affiftancc  from  the  civil  lift,   and  from  the  Dutchv  cf 
Cornwall.     The  arrears  of  which  had  accumulated  during  the  mi- 
nority of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  was  a  refource,  which  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  the  extinction  of  the  incumbrances.     The  crov.n 
lund^  ought  alfo,  on  this  emergency,  to  be  called  in  Aid,  without 
any  prejudice  however  to  His  Majefty ;  thefc  he  was  furc  would  be 
adequate  to  the  purpofe  ;  and  he  trufted  that  Miniftcrs  would  avail 
themfclves  of  his  fuggeftion,  and  fuflFer  the  burden  to  fall  where  it 
was  likely  to  be  leaft  felt.     Having  argued  on  the  general  grounds, 
Mr.  Sheridan  groceeded  to  the  fpecial  grounds.     It  had  been  ftatcd 
by  an  honourable  fi  lend  of  his,  (Mr.  Lambton)  that  his  Rc^-al 
Highnefs  approved  of  the  reftri^tions  in  th'e  bill ;  but  this  affcrtion 
he  had  fo  qualified  in  his  explanation,  that  little  ftrefs  ought  to  be 
laid  upon  it.     Was  it  not,  he  begged  leave  to  afk,  a  degradation  to 
put  a  perfon  out  of  the  reach  of  die  law?    For  his  part,  he  couM 
not  figure  to  himfelf  any  thing  fo  prepofterous,  as  to  wt(hfor  anaS 
of  Parliament  to  put  a  man  into  an  ignominious  fituation,  fo  relhid- 
ed,  that  he  could  not  keep  his  word,  and  do  juftice  to  tradefmcn. 
If  an  heir  apparent  were  fo  abfurd  as  to  folicit  a  law  to  fly  from  his 
word  and  bond,  he  had  ho  hcfitation  of  pronouncing  fuch  a  man  as 
unfit  for  reigning  over  an  enlightened  nation. 

Colonel  FULLARTON,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  faid,  the 
{honourable  gentleman  objected  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  bill^  where*. 
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.  he  ohjef^cd  to  the  mpde  in  which  that  gentleman  and  odiers  had 
)ndu£led    the  difcuflion  refpe£ling  the  objed  of  ^he  bill.     If  the 
>jecl   were    to  pull  the  key-ftone  out  of  the  arch  of  Royalty,  and 
ftrip  the  Royal  bird  of  all  his  plumes,  leaving  him  a  bare,  plume- 
fs  hiped^   like  a  peacock  without  a  tail,  in  tl^at  cafe  he  (hould  un- 
jrftand^the  meaning  of  the  repeated  inveftives  uttered  againil  the 
rincc  of  Wales  by  that  honourable  gentleman  and  others.  •  If  they 
ere  fitting  in  the  Convention,  and   if  the  objedt  was  to  degrade 
loyalty,   and  to  pull  down  the  fabric  of  the  conftitution  ;  or  if  the 
bjc6l  was  to  reduce  the  Heir  Apparent  to  die  condition  of  Buck^ 
orfc,   fo  a^  never  to  receive  a  (hilling  witliout  a  buffet  and  a  blow 
long  with  it— he  faid  he  (hould  underftand  the  meaning  of  that 
lonourablc  gentleman's  invcdives.     But  on  what  principle  a  Briti(h 
ioufe  of  Commons,   profcflmg  attachment  to   the  efiablifliment 
inder  which  they  lived,  (hould  perfift   in  outraging  every  feeling 
fthich  ought  to  cxift  in  the  Heir  Apparent*s  brcaft,  he  could  not  tell; 
neither  could  he  tell  what  were  the  fenfations  of  Royal  perfons  on 
fuch  occa(ions  ;  but  of  this  he  was  fure,  tliat  there  was  not  a  beggar 
m  the  (hreets,  who  would  not-  rather  live  under  a  hedge,  than  owe 
a  (hilling  to  their  liberality,  if  thrown  at  him  with  fuch  bitter  taunts 
as  thofc  which  had  been  vented  by  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
others  againft  the  Prince  of  Wales.     He  faid,  one  might  have  hoped 
that  after  every  change  had  been  rung  on  every  note  in  the  parlia- 
mentary gamut,  fipom  the  lowcft  tones  of  obloquy  to  the  ,  (hrilleft 
(bricks  of  reprobation,  at  fome  period  or  other  the  Philippic  (trains 
of  cenfurc  and  reproach  might  have  ccafcd,  cfpecially  after  the  con- 
dliatory  me(rage  which  had  been  fent  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  that 
Houfe.      So  far,  however,  from  having  produced  returning  fenti- 
mcnts  of  civility  and  conciliation  from   the    Houfe,  that  me(rage 
fcemed  only  to  have  provoked  additional  feverities  from  fome  gen- 
tlemen, whofe  own  condu(^  was  by  no  means  exempted  from  irre- 
gularity and  extravagance.     In  particular,  the  melfage  feemcd  to 
have  excited  the  animofity  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  wlio,  till 
the  me(rage  was  delivered,  never  attended,  nor  took  any  part  in 
thofc  debates.     That  honourable  gentleman  appeared  at  prefcnt  in 
Ac  charafter  of  what  Sir   Peter  Teazle,  or  Sir  Fretful,  calls  a 
"  damned  good-natured  friend  ;*'  heiiimfelf  has  informed  the  Houfe 
that  he  has  been  a  moft  confidential  friend  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  had  honoured  him  with  extraordinary  marks  of  confidence  and 
condcfccnfion  —of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  moft  fccrct  councils 
he  had  not  hcdtated  to  reveal  within  thefc  unconjidfntial  ivalis.  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  lamented  riiat  fo  much  good  counfcl  with 
^Wch  he,  umbligidj  or  dijobligedy  had  obligtd  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
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fhould  have  been  gratuitoufly  expended  ;  diat  fo  many  uvnnk  thing) 
ihould  have  been  done,  and  fo  many  unkind  things  faid ;  and  then, 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  Mrs.  Candour  and  Sir  Benjamin  Backbite,  he 
lodged  his  bullet  in  the  thorax  with  fuch  an  explofion,  as  would 
render  it  no  lefs  impoflible  to  heal  the  wound  than  to  cxtrad  the 
ball.     The  honourable  gentleman  aflured  the  Houfe,  he  had  ad- 
mtniftered  large  dofes  of  wholeibme  counfel,  gratis,  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales.     As  his  advice  was  given  without  any  valoaMe  confidcn- 
tion,  perhaps  in  fome  inftances  it  might  have  been  better  if  his  ad- 
vice had  been  received  as  not  entitled  to  confideration.     He  next 
proceeded  a  (lep  farther,  and  after  inveighing  againft  all  cfiices  of 
truft  and  profit,  very  modeftly  appointed  himfelf  to  the  office  of  the 
greateft  truft  tliat  could  poflibly  exift,  as  Counfcl  General  and  Ad- 
vifer  General  to  the  King,  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Familr.— 
Here,  too,  his  advice  was  gratuitoufly  given  j  but  as  it  could  i^4 
be  gnttuttoufly  fulfilled,  perhaps  it  might  be  received  like  the  blcflii^ 
of  a  pious  Biihop  to   a  poor  parifhioner,  who  hadafked  him  fcr 
pence,  and  being  rcfufed,  informed  his  Reverence,  that  ifhisblri- 
fing  had  been  worth  a  penny,  he  would  not  have  parted  with  it- 
Colonel  FuUarton  then  faid,  that  conlidering  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, in  this  high  predicament,  as  the  adviferof  the  King,  Queen, 
and  all  the  Royal  Family,  he  could  only  fey  of  him,  as  Mr.  Prig, 
in  the  farce,  fays  of  Mr.  Squib,  the  audJioneer,  "  Ifwould  ill  be- 
come me  to  advife  that  great  man."     He  would,  however,  take 
the  liberty  of  aflcing  him  a  fimple  queftion — Did  he,  or  did  he  not, 
,  reveal  the  fecret  counfels  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  Lord  Lough- 
borough, Lord  Thurlow,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  or  with- 
out the  confent  of  thofe  great  charaders  ?     If  he  did  fo  with  tlw 
confent,  they  were  not  the  fafe  and  cautious  ftatefmen  he  foppofrf 
them  ;  and  if  he  did  fo,  without  their  confent,  they  would  prove 
thcmfclves  to  be  no  ftatefmen  at  all,  if  ever  they  held  communica- 
tion or  confultation  with  that  honourable,  gentleman,  except  as  they 
would  with  a  herald  at  Charing  Crofs,  for  purpofesof  promulgadon 
and  proclamation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  never  was  a  fecret  counfdlor  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  He  never  gave  him  any  advice,  in  wKA  he  did 
not  wifti  it  were  poffible  for  the  King  to  ftand  on  one  fide,  wdthc 
people  of  England  on  the  other.  He  had  ftatcd  what  was  true,  to 
Lord  Thurlow  gave  the  Prince  wife  advice,  in  a  manly  manner,  ^nd 
that  Lord  Loughborough  counteracted  that  advice.  As  to  fojw 
parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  fome  of  the  fen- 
tcnces  he  believed  nobody  undcrftood;  and  he  believed  flwt  ktat- 
body  had  advifed  him  to  prepare  a  fpeech  againft  what  he  thought 


A.  1795^  DEBATES.  557 

(hould  be  faid  to-night.  Ht  had  ranfacked'the  Englifh  language 
to  (ind  trite  fayingSy  afnd  had  fo  obfcured  his  liarangue  with  meta- 
phor>  and  embeUiihed  it  'with  coarfe  daubing,  as  to  render  it  totally 
unintelligible  to  meaner  capacities.  In  anfwcr  to  dark  infinuations, 
he  had  only  to  fay,  that  he  had  never,  during  the  long  period  he  en-, 
joyed  the  oonfidence  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  accepted  the  flighteft  fa- 
vour of  his  Royal  Highnefs^ 

A  divilion  took  place ;  when  the  numbers  were, 
For  the  commitment,   157  ;  Againft  it,  36.    Majority  lar. 
The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  • 
Houfe  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  moved,  *<  That  the  blank  m  thc.daufe 
for  granting  his  Royal  Highnefs  an  additional  allowance^  be  filled 
up  Tilth  the  words  "  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds." 

Mr.  "WHITBREAD  objefted  to  the  largenefs  of  the  fum,  and 
hinted  that  he  thought  an  amendment  ought  to  be  moved  from  the 
fame  quarter  that  had  all  along  oppofed  the  increafe  of  income  pro* 
pofed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  agreed  in  the  fuggeflion  of  thehonour- 
able^ntleman,  and  moved  an  amendment,  That  inftead  of  65,ooo]« 
the  futn  of  40,0001.  be  inferted.  On  which  a  converfation  arofe 
between  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  Gep/eral  Smith,  and 

OlhcTS. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  ferious  and  important  nature  of 

thebuiineis  was  now  before  the  Houfe  In  that  ftage  in  which  it  be- 

came  his  duty  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  the  vote  he  meant  to  give.— 

He  had  always  been  for  the  larger  fum,  becaufe  he  thought  it  barely 

adequate  to  the  (ituation  in  which  the  Prince  was  placed,  and  not 

equal  to  what  his  grandfather  had  enjoyed,  when  the  difference  of  cx- 

pcnce  between  die  two  periods  was  taken  into  confideration.     He 

lamented,  In  common  with  every  Member  of  the  Houfe,  the  cir- 

cumllance  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  incumbrances,  but  he  equally 

differed  with  thofe  who  wiflied  to  fwell  the  burden  which  the  Public 

was  to  fufhin,  and  thofe  who  wifhed  not  to  dedu<^  any  part  of  the 

income  for  the  payment  of  debts.     After  the  gracious  conr>muhica- 

tion  which  the  Houfe  had  recently  received  from  his  Royal  Highnefs, 

he  thought  they  had  every  reafon  to  place  a  reliance  on  an  avowal 

that  muft  g^ve  them  fo  much  fatisfadlion— a  communication  equally 

brilliant  and  conftitutional  upon  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and 

particularly  admired  when  the  principle  upon  whidi  it  came  to  them 

was  xxnfidered,  viz.  the  principle  that  the  public  opinion  in  this 

cowitry  rauft  always  operate  on  the  fcntiments  of  pcrfons  the  moft 

icxaltcd  in  birth  and  fituAtion,  and  would  always  have  its  due  weight 
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in  influencing  their  condud.  The  Houfc  and  the  country  vcrc  in* 
terefted  in  his  Royal  Highncfs'«  charader  and  dignity,  and  he  ap- 
proved of  tlie  bill,  both  as  diminifhing  the  time  for  the  paynaem  of 
the  debts,  and  likewife  fatisf}  ing  the  creditors  that  they  were  to  be 
paid. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  fuggcfted  the  propriety  of  omit- 
ting the  fum  altogether,  until  the  arrangements  refpcfling  die  dcbti 
were  completed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Curwcn  and  Sir  Gcoige  Howard, 
♦the  Hoiife  divided ; 

For  the  larger  fum,   141  ;  For  the  fmaller,  38.     Majority,  103. 
'  On  the  claufe  for  charging  the  annuity  of  65,000!.  upon  the 
confoliHated  fund, 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  obferved,  that  the  civilliftwasncw 
exonerated   from   penfions,    amounting  to    11 0,0 col.  which  His 
Majefly  had  found  charged  upon  it  at  the  commencement  of  his 
reign.     This  burden  confifted  of  fums  payable  to  the.  late  Princcfs 
of  Wales,  the  Princcfs  Amelia,  and  the  great  Duke  of  Cnjmbcr- 
land.— -[A  loud  laugh.]— The  honourable  Baronet  objc6lcd  to  this 
levity,  and  explained  that  his  reverence  for  that  perfonagc. had  been 
habitual  ever  fince  he  had  gone  into,  mourning  for  him  in  tlie  twelfth 
year  of. his  age.     He  then  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  charging  this 
65,0001.  upon  the  civil  lift  rather  than  upon  the  confolidatcd  fund, 
obferving,  that  in  this  reign  was    the  expence   of  the   collateral 
branches  of  tlie  Royal  Family  firft  charged  upon  the   latter  fund, 
and  in  this  reign  were  the  Royal  Family  exempted  from  taxes.     Sir 
William  concluded  by  moving.  That  the  words  **  civil  lift,"  be 
inferted  inftead  of  "  confolidatcd  fund." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  fccindcd  .the  motion.  He  thought  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  difcharge  its  duty,  if  they  did  not  try  every  means 
to  difcharge  the  debt,  before  they  reforted  to  additional  burdens  00 
their  conftitoents.  It  may  be  faid  that  the  civil  lift  was  inadequate. 
It  (hould  be  tried  whether  the  reduftion  of  ufclefs  places,  paid  by 
that  lift,  would  not  fupply  the  neceffary  means. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  againft  the  motion.  He  faid,  it  was 
the  propofttion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  brought  for^'ardin  ano- 
ther Ihape.  If  any  places  were  deemed  ufelefs,  the  queftion  rcfpcft- 
ing  their  abolition  (hould  be  brought  forward  in  a  diftind  fhape. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee of  Grievances  to  inquire  into  this  fubjeft. 

Sir  ELIJAH  IMPEY  faid,  that  the  Houfe  in  its  Addrefs  had 
promifed  to  "  enable"  His  Majcfty  to  difcharge  thefe  debts  \  it  was 
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not  the  mode  to  enahk  His  Majefty,  if  they  were  to  be  thrown  as  a 
load  upoq  the'civil.  lift. 

Mr,  FOX  thought  the  fum  more  properly  chargeable  upon  the 
confolidatcd  fund  than  the  civil  lift^  bccaufe  in  coniidering  the  an- 
nuities of  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Houfc 
had  thought  the  civil  lift  incompetent  to  the  payment  of  them,  though 
fo  much  fmaller  than  the  prcfent. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  reminded  the  Committee,  tJiat  the  confoli- 
datcd fund  contained  no  unappropriated  heap^  and  that  in  fadl  there 
was  not  a  {hilling  in  it  from  which  this  annuity  could  be  paid,  with-  • 
out  impoling  fre(h  burdens  upon  the  people.  ^  faving  to  that  amount 
might  be  made  in  the  civil  lift  \  at  all  events  the  experiment  (hould 
be  tried. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  the  claufe,  and  foid,  that  the 
honourable  gendeman  (hould  firft  li^e  (hewn  how  daefe  favings  could 
be  made  from  the  civil  lift. 

•Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  that,  though  die  civil  lift  had  been 
thought  incapable  of  retrenchment,  it  was  certain,  even  when  that 
opinioo  prevailed,  thatif  a  pinching  exigency  (hould  come,  retrench- 
U)cnt  muft  be  tried  ;  and  he  thought  it  (hould  be  attempted,  when 
fuch  a  fum  as  the  prefent  was  demanded.  He  would  pay  the  Princess 
debts,  but  wi(hed  the  money  to  come  out  of  the  civil  lift. 
The  Committe  divided. 

For  the  amendment  16  ;— Againft  it  149.— Majority  133. 
The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  claufe,  as  it  originally  ftood^ 
which  was  carried  without  a  divifton. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned,  and  on  the  Houfe  being  rc- 
famcd,  the  Chairman  reported  progrefs,  and  obtained  leave  to  (it 
again  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
pcrfons  detained  in  jail  for  the  want  of  bail ;  and  explained,  that 
the  perfons  meant  were  detained  '«pon  revenue  penalties,  and  judge- 
ments for  a(raults  upon  revenue  officers. — Leave  granted. 

Mr.  ROSE  next  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  allow- 
ing a  farther  time  to  perfons  liable  to  the  hair-powder  tax  to  take ' 
out  certificates.  There  had  been,  he  faid,  fuch  a  crowd  of-^appU- 
cantsat  the  different  offices,  on  the  laft  day  allowed  by  the  prefent 
ad,  that  all  could  not  receive  certificates.  Leave  granted :  as  alfo 
for  brii^ng  in  a  bill  to  allow  farther  time  for  reg^ftering  baiges  and 
l^oats  under  an  aft  of  die  prefent  feffion. 
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ITicre  being  only  38  Members  prcfcnt  at  four  o'clock,  thcHoufc 
of  courfe  adjourned. 

Weinejda^y   loth  yum. 

On  the  queftion.for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  1 
loan  of  4,600, cool,  to  the  Emperor, 

General  TARLETON  faid.  On  this  fubjeS,  which  is  certainly 
of  a  momentous  nature,  as  the  national  intered  is  involved  in  it,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  obfervations.     It  appears  to  me,  that  th:: 
fum  to  be  guaranteed  to  tlic  Emperor  i/vill  tend  to  prolong  this  ca- 
lamitous war,  which,  in  the  w^y  it  is  conducted,  has  not  a  chance 
of  being  fucccfsful,  and  that  it  is  an  idle,  a  profufe,  and  profligate 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  :  thcfe  fevcral  propolitions  I  (LiJJ 
argue,  and  endeavour  tp  eftablifli,  before  I  fit  down.     On  tbc  re- 
lative fituations  .  of  the  Emperor  witli  the  King  of  Bohemia,  \l\i 
Diet  of  Germany,  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the    King  of  Grtit 
Britain,  it  would  be  the  higheft  prcfumption  in  mc  to  fay  a  fingir 
fyllable  ;  becaufe  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  on  the  firi't 
occafion  which  prcfentcd  itfclf  for  difcuifing  thofe  fcrious  and  ir.- 
porUnt  confiderations,  exhaufted  the  fubjea.     On  that  occafion,  I 
fay,  he  offered  fuch  found  argument,  and  fuch  btatefman-likc  ra- 
fons,  which  yet,  I  truft,  live  in  the  memory  of  gentlemen,  bccaufc, 
at  the  period  to  which  I  allude,  they  arreftcd  tlic  attention  (A  i\\c 
Houfe,  and  impofed  filence  on  the  right  honourable  tlic  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

On  a  fecond  occafion  of  debating  this  queftipn,  my  right  honour- 
able friend,  with  that  ingcnuoufncfs  of  mind  which  belongs  to'^ 
charadler,  correflcd  a  minute  and  almoft  trivial  point  of  the  infor- 
mation  which  he  had  given  Jtp  the  Houfe  ;  then  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  broke  filence,  and,  in  reply,  boldly  affumcd  and  af- 
fcrted,  that  all  the  ftatements  of  my  right  honourable  friend  m^ht 
be  or  were  erroneous,  bccaufc  he  explained  himfelf  on  a  finglc  point. 
Afterwards,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  a  fuminercxcor- 
lion  along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  l^es  of  Geneva,  to  tbq 
mountains  of  Savoy,  and  to  the  plains  of  Savoy  ;  but  I  Icare  it  to 
the  Houfe,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pointed  out  the 
refources  of  the  Emperor,  or  difpiayed  any  advantage  Great  Britain 
could  even  eventually  receive  from  the  Auftrian  loan. 

Now,  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  this  queftion  which  has  not  been 
thoroughly  invcfiigated.  I  acknowledge,  an  honourable  friend  of 
mine  (General  SmithJ  has  fuccefsfully  Ikirmiflied  with  it  \  but  ye;  I 
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contend  it  has  hot  had  that  minute  inveffigatioh  whljcn  it  ought  to 
undergo,  before  this  great  qucftion  isdifmilTed.  As  this  money  is 
intended  for  military  operations,  and  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  voted 
by  this  credulous  and  confiding  Patlianoent^  let  us  examine  th« 
military  fide  of  this  fubje^t. 

With  the  permiflion  of  thc'Houfe,  I  will  defcribc  ^nd  pidlurc 
the  probable  operations  of  the  campaign,  and  the  probable  rcfult  of 
thofc  operations.     In  the  firft  place,  and  for  the  fake  of  brevit)'  and 
pcrfpicuity,  which  I  equally  admire,  and  ^hich  I  always  endeavour 
to  blend  and  affociate,  it  will  be  neceflary  to   ftate  the  number  of 
the  Emperor's  army,  local  iituation  of  the  troops,  and  the  probable 
views  of  the  Imperial  General  with  the  force  under  his  command, 
which  is  about  to  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.     Bat  it 
occurs  to  me  at  this  moment,  that  I  had  better,  before  I  commence 
the  military  detail,  take  a  view  of  the  Emperor  in  a  two-fold  capa- 
city— as  making  peace  or  war,  or,  in  other  words,  as  keeping  his 
faith  with  England,  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  or  bend- 
ing to  his  natural  inlereft,  and  following  the  example  of  the  Xing 
of  Pniffia  in  making  peace.     But,  on  fecond  thoughts,  I  can  more 
conveniently  ihveftigate-  this  part  of  the  qucliion  hereafter,      I  (hall 
Acreforc  proceed  to  the  military  calculations  I  have  made  oh  the 
Cubjcft.      It  muft  occur  to  gentlemen,  that  the  feafon  is  far  ad- 
vanced for   the  commencement  of  a  campaign  ; 'it  muft  likcwifc 
ftrike  them,  that  the  preparations  are  not   fo   formidable,  or  the 
Situation  of  the  Auftrian  army  fo  refpecbblc,  as  at  the  opening  of 
the  laft  campaign.     Indeed,  compared  with  that  w^hich  turned  out 
fo  unfor^Jnatcly,  and  which  clofed  in   fo  miferable  a  manner,  the 
nK)ft  fanguine  can  now  have  very  little  ground  for  hope  or  confola- 
tioh.     But  without  any  more  preliminary  matter,   I  will  briefly  ftate 
wy  ideas  on  this  ftibjeft.  The  Emperor's  army,  I  will  fuppofe,  nay> 
I  will  allow,  confifts  at  this  moment  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
well  appointed,  well  furniftied  with  artillery  and  military  ftores,  and 
well  provided  with  magazines  of  every  defcripiion — its  fituation  on 
the  north-eaft  banks  of  the  Rhine>  and  lyinjT  between  DufTcldorf  and 
Strafbourg— its  objeft,fithe  relief  of  Luxembourg.     Now,  Sir,  it 
n^ay  not  be  improper  to  form  a  calculation  refpcfting  the  French 
^rmy,  and  the  probable  line  of  condudt  of  its  Generals*     Wc  have 
heard  conftantly  that  the  French  troops  are  more  numerous  than 
Acir  enemies.     Wc  know,  and  hate  felt,  that  they  have  been  fuc- 
cefsful  in  almoft  all  their  attempts  and  defigns.'     What,  therefore, 
^^y  We  reafonably  expedl  from  Pichegru  and  Jourdan,  at  the  head 
'^f  the  armies  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  Mofelle,  the  Sannbre,  and  the 
Mciifc.      Here,  Sir,  give  mc  leave  to   make  a  fmall  digreflion  ; 
Vol.  XLL.  aC 


562  PARLIAMENTARY  A-  179^ 

perhaps  it  is  a  light  fancy  of  my  own  ;  but  I  folemnly  be&vc,  if 
the  laft  fcafon  had  not  been  a  bad  one  for  com,  or  if  Mr.  Brook 
Watfon's  magazines,  which  he  colleftcd  for  /z//thc  forces  fcr%fegin 
Flanders  and  Holland,  had  not  been  expended,  that  the  French 
would  have  been  fuiHciently  powerful  and  numerous  to  have  foiled 
every  vigorous  attempt  of  the  Emperor,  and  to  have  made  a  dcicent 
upon  this  country  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer.  I  (hall  content 
niyfelf  here,  by  ohfcrving,  that  we  are  more  obliged  to  Providence 
for  averting  that  evil,  tlun  any  exercile  of  humao  wifdom  or 
power. 

I  will  now,  Sir,  return  to  tlie  French  tnx)ps  in  the  nci^bout- 
hood  of  ihe  Rhine.     Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  General  Fidjcgru 
will  neglcdl  taking  the  bed  meafures  and  the  beft  pofitions  to  fruftraL: 
the  plans  of  the  Aulhians,  and  orgallizc  that  vidlory  which  has  cm- 
Ibntly  attended  his  banners  ?    It  cannot   be  paiTed  over  that  the 
French  are  in  the  neighbourhood  af  their  own  fortrefles,  and  dm  Ik? 
in  no  want  of  provifions.     Indeed,  the  right  honouiable  gendeman 
fortifies  me,  by  what  he  faid  on  a  former  occafibn— that  prav'i6oih 
had  been  font  to  Paris  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine.     Many  boats, 
I  underftand,  laden  with  provifions,  have  been  fcnt  by  the  PruffianSj 
fince  the   treaty  jxith  France,  up   the   Rhine,   for  the  ufe  of  the 
FVcnch  armies.     Piovifions,  if  any  are  to  be  found  in  the  coantnff 
as  well  as  aU  other  ilores  and  refources  whatever,  will  not  be  defi- 
cient or  wanting  for  military  operations.     A  defe^,  therefore,  to 
the  French,  comparatively  with  the  Aufirians,  would  be  of  very 
little  co:ifequencc  indeed  ;  for,  on  account  of  the  vicinity  of  France, 
and  its  triple  row  of  fortreffes,  another  army  would  foon  be  created, 
and  rife  ir)to  action  ;  and   many  ferious  and   bhxxiy  combats  muit 
enfuc,  before  Luxembourg  could  be  relieved.     This  alTcrtion  will 
be  ftrengtlwncd  into  irrcfiftible  argument,  by  taking  only  an  impar- 
tial view  of  the  Imperial  army.  Let  the  Audrians  pafs  die  Rhine- 
let  them  move  forwards  towards  Luxembourg  \  let  any  confidcratc, 
I  do  not  require  a  military,  man,  reflect  upon  die  formidable (ize of 
tliat  river  to  be  palled  in  the  prcfencc  of  a  viclorious  enemy— (^  ^ 
not  call  paffing  the  enemy  having  a  few  redoubts  near  Morbacb  and 
Mayence) —  But  I  will  fuppofe  it  paffed,  and  the  Auftrian  army  nwv- 
i:v^  forwards  to  the  point  of  its  deitination,  Luxembouig,  a  fortrds 
diliant  80  miles  from  the  Rliine*  befides  having  a  body  of  men  on 
tic  banks  of  the  river.     It  mull  occur  to  every  pcrfon,  that  every 
ilcp  mull  be  fortified  and  garrifoned  ;  this  will  occafion  a  great  di- 
minution of  force,  and  one  unfuccefsful  combat^   cither  in  front  or 
the  flanks,  or  on  die  line  of  communication,  would  hafiBc  tli:  fo- 
lerprize  ;  ont  defeat,   prove  the  dcftrudion  of  the  Imperial  ^rmy. 
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In  additton,  therefore,  to  what  my  honourable  friend  faid,  that  the 
Emperor  had  not  hitlierto  been  able  to  relieve  the  only  fortrefs  he 
poflefled  in  the  Low  Countries,  I  add,  that  Luxembourg  is  a  pri- 
Joner  of  war  in  France,  which  no  military  ingenuity  or  force  can 
extricate  or  deliver. 

Now,   Sir,  is  it  to  be  permitted  and  endured,  that  four  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (hould  be  expended  in  this  manner — 
in  this,  what  is  called,  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  r    I  have 
calculated,  in  the  (latement   I   have  juft  made,  'that  the  Emperor 
keeps  his  faith  with  the  King  of  England,  and  have  exhibited  the 
probable  confeq4Jences,  nay,    the  tational  concluiion,  to  be   drawn 
from  his  exertions  and  his  good  faith.      It  may  not  be  amifs  now  to 
look  at  the  other  fide  of  the  qucftion.      I  will  fuppofe  that  he  re- 
ceives the  millions  of  Great  Britain,  and  follows  tlie  example  of 
the  Kirig  of  Pruflia.     His  refcript  and  his  fituaiion  manifeft  moft 
ftronglyfuch  intentions.     A  fecond  refcript,  publifhcd  at  Ratiibon, 
1  am  told  breathes  more  ftrongly  the  language  of  pcac^.     If  he  pur- 
fucs  that  lincofconduft,  the  arrogant  Minifter  of  England  may  be 
humbled,  but  this  country  and  Europe  may  eventually  have  reafon 
to  rejoice,  becaufe  it  would  Ihortcn  a  war,  which  has  moiftencd  the 
earth  with  Wood,  and  fent  innumerable  vidlims  to  the  grave.     But, 
Sir,  I  can  look  at  the  military  operations  in  another  point  of  view, 
which  I  confidcr  as  ftill  more  prejudicial   to  the  intcrefts  of  Greac^ 
Britain:     Suppofe  the   Emperor's  General  thinks   it  expedient  to 
pafs  the  Rhine,  iand  march  towards  Luxembourg,  and  the  Emperor 
thinks  he  cannot  delicately  or  decently,  after  he  l.as  received  the 
money  of  England,  make  peace  ;  then.  Sir,  we  (hall  experience 
the  grpateft  of  all  poflible  calamities — a  dcfcnfivc  and  protraflcd 
war  ;  and  Great  Britain  may  be  called  upon  next  year  for  another 
loan,  as  well  as  for  frefh  and  deftruflive  engagements  with  the  two 
Imperial  Courts  ;  for  although  we  arc  acquainted  with  our  alliance 
^ithRuflia,  ^er  performances  are  yet  in  the  back  ground,  and  re- 
q^ift  a  little  Englifh  money  to  bring  them  forwards.    Would  it  not, 
therefore,  be  more  wife,  more  politic,  and  more  humane,  at  this 
junfturc,  to  refufc  the  Emperor  our  money,  and  join  with  him  his 
refcript,  acknowledging  the  French  Republic  ? 

Why  (hould  we  continue  a  war,  which  cannot  prove  advanta- 
geous to  Great  Britain  r  Peace  is  the  natural  intercft  of  this  country. 
The  impo(ing  a  Government  on  fV-ce,  or  theconqueft  of  24 
niillionsof  people,  arc  equally  wi>  i  nn  :  Quixotic.  A  prolongation 
ofwar,  without  endajigcring  France,  may  endanger  tl-is  country. 
Look  at  the  expenditure  in  every  quarter  !  Look  at  the  grinding 
taxes  which  arc  yearly  tliruft  upon  the  people,  and  afluming,  per- 
il C  2 
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haps,  that  peace  is  ncccflaTy  for  the  falvation  of  the  coantty,  U  it 
not  more  than  probable  it  would  provp  the  raoft  dcftruSivc  meafive 
we  could  employ  againft  our  en^my  ?  The  late  commodons  in  Puis 
and  at  Toulon  fortify  me  in  this  calculation  ;  and  indeed,  as  my 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  obferved,  on  a  former  occafion, 
the  commotions  in  the  interior  of  France  have  generally  prevailed, 
nay,  in  fome  meafure,  have  been  the  confeguence  of  the  rcbxed  ef- 
forts of  their  enemies  upon  the  frontiers.     Therefore,  I  fairly  infer 
we  arc  likely  to  injure  France  more  by  pacific,  than  by  hoflile,  at- 
tempts.    This  I  confidently  fay,  that  Frenchmen  being  delivered 
from  external  enemies,  and  under  the  influence  of  various  and  un- 
controlled  paffions,  which  arc  fpurred  with  greater  conftitutional 
energy  tlian  thofc  of  any  other  people  on  the  face  t)f  the  earth,  would 
have  difficulties  innumerable  to  furmount ;  then  the  rival  fadions 
would  tilt  again^  eacli  other  ;  then  FraA:e  only  would  be  deluged 
with  blood  ;  then   Frenchmen  alone  would  fuffer  under  the  acco- 
mulatcd  fcourges  of  civil  war ;  and  that  fyftem  which  we  hare 
warred  againft  with  fuch  a  profufion  of  Englifh  blood  and  treaTure, 
being  no  longer  prote6led  by  our  external  attacks,  would  be  difor- 
ganized,  and  in  ccnfcrmity  to  the  wiflies  of  all  the  Kings  in  Eun^i 
liberty  would  moft  probably  be  banifhed  from  the  face' of  the  Cofr 
tincnt.     Is  it  neccffary  to  re-fta(e  the  three  points  I  have  juft  urged, 
of  the  Emperor's  receiving  the  money,  and  aSing  vigoroufly  ij^ 
fiis  taking  our  money,  and  afling  defcnfively,  (m:  following  the  ex-  * 
ample  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ?     I  believe  there  1$  nooccafion ;  and 
therefore. I  (hall  proceed  to  notice  what  was  faid  on  ^  former  occa- 
fion,  refpedting  an  article  of  reciprocity,  namely,  for  neither  Power 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  without  the  confcnt  of  the  other.     Was 
not  that  article  in  the  Pruffian,  and  in  all  other  treaties,  of  the  fame 
import  r  But  is  fuch  an  article  binding  on  Courts,  when  Acy  find 
it  their  intereft  to  break  it  ?  Nov/,  Sir,  I  have  heard  in  thi^feffjon, 
and  within  this  m(;nth,  that  we   now  ftand  in  a 'more  profpcrous 
fitLiation  than  during  the  war.      I  confefs  that  affcrtion,  unfupportcd 
as  it  was  by  argument  and  proof,  furprifed  and  aftonifhed  roc.    I 
looked  around,  in  vain,  to  dircov(  r   our  vantage  ground.     What 
advantages  have  we  gained  ?    AVhdt  acquifitions  have  we  made  in 
the  courfe  of  the  lafl  campaign  r   I  (hall  fpeak  only  with  nrfped  to 
Europe  on  the  occafion.     Wc  have  acquired  the  h/s  of  Flanders, 
Brabant,  Dutch  Flan  Icrs,  Holland,  the  principality  of  Liege ;  in 
Ihort,  of  all  the  t-  ritorics  to  the  Weft  of  the  Rhine.     But  wcha\T 
acquired  an  eficntial  advant;?gc,   I  admit,  on  the  return  of  ourown 
troops  fr.'  iva  the  Continent.      We  have  acquired  the  Ipfs  of  the  King 
of  Prufiia  as  an  ally  i  but  we  have  acquired  fomething  which  infi- 
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cly  outweighs  that  dcfcflion ;  wc  have  acquired  the  Emperor's 
nfent  to  take  four  times  his  ftipend.  But,  Sir,  there  is  one  ac- 
iirttioQ  in  our  reach  and  power,  which  might  be  produflive  of  the 
ppinels  of  mankind — it  is  the  opportunity  of  joining  our  only  ally 
kt  on  the  Continent— it  is  joining  the  Emperor  in  his  refcript.— ^ 
*  I  law  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  name  affociated  with  the  Em- 
rror's,  to  bring  about  a  general  and  honourable  pacification,  then 
fliould  lay  we  had  acquired  ,a  boop  both  confolatory  and  ufeful. 

Sir,   I  think  the  Houfe  ought  to  confider  another  part  of  the 
[ueftion   before  it  is  too  late.     This  Houfe  is  the  guardian  of  the 
jurfc  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  paufe  and  reflect  before  it  knds 
uch  a  large  fum  of  monty,  which  fnuft  be  chiefly  tranfmitted  in 
^ie,   at  this  time,  out  of  the  country.     I  am  aware.  Sir,  that 
Mr,  Hume^  and  other  writers^  have  maintained  tjiat  money  will 
always  find  its  way  back  to  this  country ;  that  was  the  ppnfcqucnce 
vf  many  w^rs  on  the  Continent,  I  likcwife  admit ;  but  I  pur  it  to 
the  Houfe  and  the  countiy,  if  thelofs  of  Flanders  and  Holland  does 
not  make  a  material  alteration  ?  In  King  William  and  Queen  Anne's 
wars,  the  money  was  expended  in  Flanders,  and  by  means  of  Hol- 
land, which  was  always  an  ally  againifl  France,  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, through  the  medium  of  our  induftry  and  commerce,  to  re- 
cover the  money  we  had  laviflied  in  thofe  continental  wars.     By 
the  lofs  of  ihofe  commercial  countries,  I  am  afraid  no  opportunity 
>^vil  prefent  itfelf,  and  that  our  gold  and  filver  will  eventually  and 
ultimately  prove  more  beneficial  to  France  than  to  Great  Britam.     . 
Thar  this  important  and  truly  intercfting  fubjeft,  the  Auftrian 
loan,  might  not  be  difcuffcd  in  a  thin  Houfe,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
lo  oppofe  the  order  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe  being  withdrawn.    On 
that  occafion,  I  was  overborne  by  tlie  phalanx  of  Minificrs,  and 
^  g^ndemen  of  different  parties  and  various  defcriptions  in  this 
Houfe.     I  thought,  and  I  affcrted,  that  this  momentous  queftion 
deinanded  yet  great  attention  and  inveftigation  ;  but  His  Majefty's 
Miniflers  were  of  a  different  opinion,  bccaufe  they  were  confcious 
^theyr  actions  were  not  of  a  nature  to  bear  publicity,  and  there- 
fore they  kindly  permitted  the  Members  to  retire  into  the  country. 
They  were  confcious, .  Sir,  that  this  Auftrian  loan  would  not  bear 
the  Ijght  of  truth  or  reafon  ;  -they  therefore  courted  their  houfes  and 
cbfcurity,.    But  I  truft.  Sir,  we  are  not  fo  improvident,  fo  infatu- 
«cd,  fo  befotted,  as  tq  fuffer  this  money,  this  immenfe  fum,  to 
^fentout  of  the  country,  to  be  employed  in  the  prolongation  of 
^  difgraccs  and  calamities.     One  word  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
^vc  attended  a  point  of  bufinefs  with  much  affiduity  thisfeffion— • 
Will  you,  country  gentlemen,  rather  fend  five  million*  to  a  dcfpot. 
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in  Germany,  than  furniih  lialf  a  million  to  ncw-tnodd  and  adorn 
Ac  corncr-ftonc  of  your  hereditary  Monaitiiy  r  Can  a  dcfpoi 
of  Germany  be  dearer  to  you  than  the  Heir  Ajqiarcnt  of  Eng- 
land r Retain,  I  bcfcech  and  conjure  you,  the  money  of  your 

itonftitucnts  in  this  countr^'^ ;  it  can  be  produdive  only  of  blood- 
ihed  on  the  Continent,  and  may  eventually,  if  thefe  novd  and  de- 
ftru6tivc  meafures  are  not  fpecdily  flopped  and  trrminatedy  be  pro- 
du£Hve  of  bankruptcy  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  infiftcd,  that  there  was  apparent  perfidy 
in  the  condud  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  that  theHoufelud 
a  light  to  be  diftruAfuI  of  a  Prince  who  had  at  the  fame  time  figncd 
a  treaty  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  fcnt  to  the  Diet  of  Ra- 
tilbon  a  refcript,  exprdTivc  of  his  wifli  to  make  peace.  The  Mi- 
ni fler  had  not  experienced  fufficient  adverfity,  and  fccmed  to  waor 
a  little  of  the  corredlion  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  oppofed  the  bill.     He  was  not  often  in  the 
habit  of  intruding  upon  the  Houfe,  and  he  feldom  wearied  them 
by  long  fpeeches.     On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  he  fclt  it  in- 
foflible  to  rcfift  delivering  his  opinion,  which  he  afTured  gjpntlanm 
he  would  do  with  as  much  brevity  as  was  coniiftent  with  the  per- 
formance of  a  taflc,  which  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  duty  had  impofed  upon 
him.     It  appeared  fufScicntly  clear,  that  the  expehces  of  this  dif- 
adrous  war  had  fallen  entirely  upon  this  country,  and  had  been 
drawn  from  the  hard-earned  pittance  of  the  poor.— The  vaft  mafs 
of  cxpcnce  he  could  not  confent  to  fwell,  and  it  was  thcfcforc  his 
opinion,  that  no  loan  (hould  be  granted  to  the  Emperor.     In  ikdy 
he  conceived  that  the  loan  was  a  grofs  impofition  upon  the  people  of 
this  country.     Pruflia  had  been  fubfidized  at  a  period  when  his 
Pruffian  I4ajefty  had  explicitly  averted,  that  he  could  not  find  troops 
enow  to  aft  againft  the  French.     He  could  not  furniOi  troops  to 
keep  his  engagements  M'ith  Great  Britain,  but  he  could  find  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  carr>'  into  execution  the  infamous  robbery  of  Poland,  in 
concert  with  that  harpy,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflla.     It  was  curious  to 
obferve  how  very  fond  the  Minifter  feemed  to  be  of  fubfidks  and 
lo^ns. — A  fubfidy  had  been  granted  to  the  King  of  Sardinia-*- For 
what  ?   For  nothing  more  than  to  defend  his  own  dominicms*   Tfic 
loan  that  was  to  be  given  to  the  Emppror  was  evidently  fbrthcpur- 
pofe  of  preventing  him  from  making  peace.    That  honourable  Mo* 
narch,  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  had  picked  the  pockets  of  tbcmiW 
Poniatowfki,  commonly  called  Staniflaus  the  Hid.  and  afterwarcb 
the  pockets  of  poor  Ja/jn  Bull,  had,  notiK'ithdandir^  the  fubfidy, 
made  peace  ;  and  the  Minifter  was  now  going  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment upon  the  Emperor,  and  to  pay  him  for  not  foUowii^  the  ex- 
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imple  X3f  Proffia  in  making  peace.  To  the  giving  of  any  loan  for 
my  fuch  purpofe,  he  (hould  decidedly  objedl ;  but  certainly  if  the 
Houfe  did  give  theloany  they  ought  to  accompany  it  with  a  reAric- 
tion,  that  the  Emperor  Qiould  not  make  peace  without  the  knowledge 
and  concurrence  of  this  country. 

Mr.  FOX  expreflfed  it  as  his  determination,  not  to  enter  again 
at  Urge  into  the  difcuifion  of  a  fubjed  which  had  already  been  b 
fully  difcufled.     What  he  rofe  tor  was,  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  nx>tion  for  reading  the  bill  a  fecond  time.  The  Houfe  had  been 
told  that  the  French  were  in  great  diftrc&j  and  fo  he  believed  they 
were.     The  Houfe  had  alfo  been  told  that  much  might  be  done  by 
(landing  aloof.     His  own  idea  of  Handing  aloof,  was  to  Aand  aloof 
at  pracc,  or  at  an  expcncc  not  much  above  the  ordinary  peace  eftab* 
lifhrnent,  and  not  at  an  annual  expence  of  tliirty  millions.   France, 
it  had  been  faid,  was  ialling  to  pieces,  and  yet  (he  made  treaties  of 
peace.  Why  was  therefore  a  treaty  with  this  country  to  prevent  her 
from  continuing  to  fall  to  pieces  ?  The  prefent  was  altogether  a  new 
fyftem,  of  which  the  Minifters  were  the  authors ;  they  had  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  experience  of  the  conduft  of  PrufTia,  and  they  were  now  goinjj 
to  try  the  Emperor.  He  underi^ood  that  there  were  to  be  fome  new 
allies;  not  new  allies  in  point  of  principle,  but  in  point  of  perform- 
ance, and  that  RufTia  was  to  co-operate  with  this  country.     He 
wifhed  to  know  why  the  Emprefs  was  more  to  be  trufted  how  than 
the  King  of  Prufiia,  and  how  hiftorians  were  to  diftinguilh  between 
Pnifiia  and  the  other  powers,  who  had  participated  in  the  difmem^ 
bcrment  of  Poland  ?  But  did  the  Minifter,  or  did  any  man,  expcd 
any  aordial  co-operation  from  the  Aulhrians  ?  He  had  frequently  chal- 
lenged the  Minifter  to  produce  one  General  Officer  who  would  fay, 
that  any  co-operation  could  be  expefted  from  them.     He  had  had 
rcafon  to  know  that  there  had  been  times  in  which  the  alTiftance  of 
the  Auftrians  might  have  been  produAive  of  the  mod  important  cf- 
fcSs,  and  where  the  delay  of  a  few  hours  would  have  been  of  ma- 
terial confequence,  and  yet  this  delay  had  been  refufed,  unlefs  it 
were  paid  for.     It  had  been  faid  by  the  Miniftcr,  that  to  be  fare 
Acre  were  fome  circumftances  in  the  cti(e  which  it  was  difficult  to 
explain,  and  therefore  very  wifely  he  had  not  made  any  attempt  to 
explain  them.    Of  the  Auftrians,  it  would  not  be  deemed  too  much 
fo  &y,  that  they  were  as  much  to  be  trufted  as  the  PrulTians,  and 
the  Pniflians  as  the  Auftrians.     He  concluded  by  moving,  as  an 
amendmein  to  the  motion,  that  the  bill  (iiould  be  read  a  fecond  time 
this  day  two  months. 

Mr^  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  he  (hould  confine  lumfrlf  to  a 
^cty  few  obfcrvations.     An  allufion  had  been  made  to  the  idea  of 
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ftanding  aloof;  and  the  right  Honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had 
faid  that  he  was  for  ftanding  aloof  at  peace,  inftead  of  at  y/nr.  He 
ihould  in  anfwer  confine  himfelf  to  die  iingle  argument  whkh  he 
had  ufed  on  a  former  occafion,  that  the  prcffure  of  a  great  force  upon 
France  would  compel  her  to  make  exertions,  to  which  (he  was  un- 
equal.     In  that  view  of  the  fubjcdl  he  had  contended,  that  the  co- 

•  operation  of  fo  great  a  military  power  as  tliat  of  Auftria,  would  be 

•  of  material  importance.  Of  the  military  tranfa<?lions  to  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  alluded,  he  (hould  fay  nothing,  becaufe  Kc  was  xsrrjccf 
the  difficulty  of  deciding  on  military  events  that  took  place  at  a  df. 
tance  ;  but  he  fancied  that  nobfxly  would  deny  Auftria  to  be  a  grat 
military  power,  and  to  be  deeply  interefted  in  the  event  of  the  »ar» 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  whether  the  bill  be  now  rad  ^ 
when  there  were 

For  it  55;   Againft  It  29.     Majority  26. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  notice,  that  he  ihould  move  to-ntorrow  fcr  2 
new  writ  to  be  iffucd  for  the  eleftion  of  a  Member  to  fcrve  in  Par- 
liament, in  the  room  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  whofc  appofntmcm  to 
the  Government  of  Corfica  had,  in  his  opinion,  vacated  his  feir. 

General  SMITH,  after  exprcffing  a  firm  convidion  that  the 
Prince  had  a  right  to  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during 
his  minority,  gave  notice,  that  he  ihould  on  Friday  next  make  a 
motion  relative  to  thefe  arrears. 

The  Houfe  now  rcfolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  proceed  far- 
ther in  the  bill  for  fettling  an  income  on  the  Prince  of 'Wales,  and 
for  enabling  him  to  pay  his  debts. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid,  that  he  was  as  much  attached  to  df 
King  as  any  man  ;  but  when  the  kingdom  was  fo  opprcffed  by  taxes 
as  it  was  at  prefent,  he  could  not  help  feeling  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
relieve  the  poor  and  the  induftrious  jis  much  as  poflible.— He  w:-« 
proceeding  to  fay,  that  an  application  to  His  Majefty  for  his  aflifl- 
ancc  would  be  an  advifable  meafurc,  when  he  was  called  to  order. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  objcacd  to  the commiffion  appointd 
to  inquire  into  debts,  being  attended  with  any  cxpence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
give  any  falary  to  the  Commiflloners  ;  notliing  more  was  meant  thart 
to  provide  for  the  ncceflary  contingent  expencc  attendant  on  a  com- 
miflion  of  that  fort,  which  would  amount  to  fo  trifling  a  fuin,  as, 
he  apprehended,  would  afford  to  the  honourable-  Baronet  no  ground 
of  objeftion.  The  nomination  of  t^c  Commiflloners  would  naturally 
fall  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid^  that  from  the  a<ftivc  intercftthcv  bad  taken 
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n  the  buGnefSj  the  nomination  ought  *to  belong  to  the  Houre  of 
[Commons. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  thought  that  the  right  of  nominating 
he  Commiflioners  Ought  not  to  be  taken  from  the  Prince.  The 
articular  arrangement  was  left  for^future  difcuflion. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  a  ftatemcnt  of  the  debts  had  been  laid 
m  the  table  ;  the  provifion,  however,  with  refpcdl  to  their  liquida- 
:ion,  was  fo  worded  as  tb  have  the  cfFeft  to  bind  the  Houfe  to  pay 
:hofe  debts  to  an  unlimited  amount. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  the  account  of  the  debts  had 
been  made  up  with  as  much  accuracy  as  poffible ;  it  was  neceffary, 
however,  that  a  little  latitude  ftiould  be  allowed,  as  it  would  ^>e  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  fix  the  fum  with  abfolute  precifion.      It  would 
not,  however,  be  found  to  exceed  the  ftatement  by  above  3,o£>ol. 
It  was  propofed  and  adopted  that  the  amount  of  the  debts  to  be  paid 
fliould  be  fixed  in  the  preamble  at  a  fum  not  exceeding  650,000!. 
Mr.   CURWEN  fuggcfted,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
the  Public  to  borrow  a  fum  in  order  to  pay  off  the  debts  at  once,  and 
in  lieu  to4ake  the  annuity  which  was  by  the  prcfcnt  bill  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  creditors. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  provifion  was  fo  worded 
as  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Public  to  pay  off  the  debts  at  any  time, 
^'^hcn  money  might  be  borrowed  at  a  lower  rate  of  intcrcft  tlian  it 
could  be  had  at  prefect. 

General  SMITH  adverted  to  the  peculiarly,  hard  fituation  of  the 
Princcfs  of  Wales,  and  propofed  that  a  feparate  provifion  rtiould  be 
nude  for  her  Royal  Highnefs. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  as  he  could  not  confent  to  any  farther 
burdens  being  laid  on  the  Public,  he  (hould  propofe  the  provifion 
to  her  Royal  Highnefs  to  be  made  out  of  the  6o,oool.  to  be  allotted 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  Prince. 

*  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  FOX  both  reprobated  the  idea 
^f  any  feparate  provifion  being  made  for  her  Royal  Highnefs  out  of 
the  income  of  the  Prince,  as  he  conceived  that  he  would  be  difpofed 
to  fet  afide,  out  of  the  fum  allotted  him,  whatever  proportion  could 
with  propriet)'  be  granted,  for  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  her  Royal 
Highnefs. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  (the  Speaker)  thought  that  the  moft  delicate 
and  rcfpedful  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  add  a  fum  to  the  pre- 
ftnt  income  intended  for  tlie  Prince,  which  (hould  be  underftooci  to 
^  in  the  nature  of  a  provifion  for  tlie  ufe  of  her  Royal  Higlinefs. 
It  was  undcrftood  that  this  bufinefs  fliould  be  farther  debated  on  die 
Report. 
VoL.XLI.  4D 
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The  Commlttqe  then  proceeded  in  the  difcuflion  of  die  claafcs 
of  the  bill^  in  feveral  of  which  the  bbnks  ^cre  BUed  up,  and  the 
claufes  read  and  agreed  to. 


Corrca  Lift  of  the  MINORITY  who  voted  on  Mr.  FOX's  Mo- 
tion  to  defer  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Auilrian  Loan  Bill. 


Aubrey,  Sir  John  « 
Barclay^  Georp^e 
Bafict,  Sir  Francis 
Bouvcrict  Hon.  Edward 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Church,  J.  B. 
Courtcnay,  John 
Curwen,  J.  Chrlfiian 
Fox,  Right  Hon.-  C.  J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Hai court,  John' 
Hare,  James 
Huifcy,  VVillinm 
Lambton,  Willi.iiii  Henry 
LfCchmcrr,  Ktltnund 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Martin,  James 
North,  Dudley 
Plumcr,  William 
Ridley/  Sir  M.  W. 
Robin  ion,  M. 
RulTcll,  Lord  John 
Ruflcll,  Lord  \\  illlam 
Shuckburgh,  SirG.  A,W^ 
Smith,  Richard 
Smith,  Will  lam 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Tarleton,  General 
Weftern,  C.C. 
Whitbiead,  Samuel,  jun. 
Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 


Clitheroc 

Bridport 

Pcnryn 

Northampton 

Thetford 

Wendovcr 

Tamvvorth 

Carlide 

Weilminftcr 

Blcchinjlv 
Ilcheftr-r  ' 

Knarefhoroigh 

New  Saruin 

D  orb  am 

Worcelier 

Cornwall  County 

TcwktiUiry 

Great  Grimft^y 

HcrttordQiirc 

Newcaitle-upon-Tync 

Borou'^hbriJije 

Tavillock 

Surry  County 

^^'ar\Uv'kllulc 

W^art'ijani 

Oamcitord 

W^areham 

Liverpool 

Maiden 

Bedford 

Midhurtl 


TELLERS. 


General  Tarleton 
William  Smith 


Liverpool 
Cam  el  ford. 


ThurfJny,    llfh  yune. 

The  Emperor's  loan  bill  paffcd  the  Committee  after  a  few  obfcr- 
vations  againft  it  from  Mr.  M.  Robinfon.  The  Report  was  orrfcic*! 
to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  obfcrvcd,  that  on  account  of  the  latcncfe 
of  the  feflion,  he  muft  defer  to  the  next,  his  intended  motion  with 
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pxd  to  a  bill  for  afccrtaiiiing,  by  returns  firom  parUh  ofScers,  the 
jantity  of  arable  land  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfc,  that  returns  l>ad  been  re- 
ived, giving  accounts  of  the  different  perfons  who  are  now  confined 

different  gaols  of  this  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  proccfTcs  iffued 
It  of  the  ecclcfiaftical  Courts. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  differences  of  opinion  might  arife  on 
le  appointment  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  to  the  office  of  Viceroy  of  Cor- 
.^.  It  was  a  queftion  alfb^  how  far  it  was  contiflent  with  the  prin- 
pics  of  our  Conftitution  for  the  Crown  to  annex  any  thing  to  its 
)minion  without  the  authority  of  Parliament :  thefc  were  points 
hich  he  fhould  not  now  difcufs,  but  he  apprehended,  that  by  ac- 
cpting  that  ofEce  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  vacated  his  feat  in  that  Houfe. 
his  was  clear  from  the  a6l  of  Parliament  palTed  in  the  time  of 
^cen  Anne,  and  from  various  authorities  which  it  was  needlefs 
^r  him  to  mention ;  and  therefore  he  fliould  move,  "  That  the 
pcaker  do  iffue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  for  a  new 
mt  to  be  iffued  for  the  eledion  of  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
or  the  borough  of  Hcllftone,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  in  the 
00m  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet,  wHo  fince  his  ele(9ioh  has  ac- 
cepted of  the  ofKce  of  Viceroy  of  Corfica." — Ordered. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  moved  for  leave  to  prefent  a  petition.  He 
)bfervcd,  tliat  it  was  unneceffary  to  go  at  length  iritp  the  particu- 
srs  of  the  devaflation  which  had  taken  place  in  the  iflands  of 
-^enada  and  St.  Vincent,  but  that,  in  another  flage  of  the  bu- 
^ncfs,  proofs  would  be  brought  forward  of  the  general  mifchief 
'^^'ch  was  likely  to  arife  from  the  palamity  in  queftion.  That 
"hen  it  was  firft  propofed  to  give  relief  by  Exchequer  bills,  he 
itlt  great  difficult)'  in  reforting  again  fo  foon  to  that  meafure  ;  but 
'  I'it  afterwards,  having  an  opportunity  of  more  complete  information, 
''was  convinced  tliere  was  great  danger  of  widely-extended  bunk- 
r  iptcy,  which  would  greatly  affect  the  manufaftures  and  commerce  of 
^[  IS  country,  and  that  unlefs  fuch  relief  was  given  as  would  re-cftab- 
"^  ^hc  plantations  in  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent ;  the 
^  vantage  of  a  produce,  equal  to  a  million  yearly,  would  be  loft  to 
^'^'^  country,  and  alfo  the  revenue  arifing  from  fuCh  a  produce. 
^  "at  he  knew  feveral  ver}'  eminent  houfes  had  accepted  bills,  which, 
if^  confequence  of  the  failure  of  returns  from  thofc  iflands,  could  not 
^  paid.  That  the  amount  of  thofc  bills  was  vcr)'  great,  and  that 
.  ^^ilure  of  thofc  houfes  would  involve  in  ruin  many  great  houfes 
'"  London,  Liverpfx>l,  and  Glafgow.      He  therefore  tliought  it  his  , 

^^/  to  recommend  the  cafe  of  the  merchants  and  planters  to  the  at- 
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tention  of  the  Houfe ;  smd  to  move  that  die  petition  fhoukl  be  it 
fcrred  to  the  confideration  of  a  fele<Sl  Committee. 

The  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  conncfted  with,  and  trading  to, 
the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  Saint  Vincent,  was  then  prefcntcd  to  tJi< 
Houfe,  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  • 

That  the  recent  calamities  which  have  befallen  the  faid  i Hands,  and  th* 
confcqucnce^  \vith  which  they  have  been»  and  will  be,  attended,  compel 
the  petitioners  to  apply  to  the' Houfe  forfuchaid  as  may,  in  fomcdc«jrc% 
alleviate  their  misf  jrtune:  That  thefe  calamities  have  been  occafioDcd  ly 
infurrcclions  of  the  French  inhabitants,  and  free  people  of  colour,  ia 
both  the  faid  iflands.  joined  in  Saint  Vincent  by  the  Carribs,  and  althoj^b 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  quarter  hath  not  fuftercd  in  an  equal  dcjr;?, 
yet  every  eflate  muft  be  materially  injured  by  the  neceflary  abfcnce  ci 
the  Managers  and  Overfeers,  who,  in  the  very  feafon  of  the  crop,  al- 
fcmblcd  as  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  fovercignty  of  the  iflands ;  anJ 
that  the  petitioners  had  reafon  to  cxpecl't  an  importation  of  produce  to  a 
very  large  amount,  which  would  have  enabled  them  to  have  fulfilled  va* 
rious  cngaETcinents,  which,  flora  the  nature  of  their  concerns  in  bufiacf*, 
they  had  entered  into,  and,  as  a  great  fupply  of  different  articles  fron 
this  country  will  be  required  for  rc-ftttling  apJ  refloring  the  cftates,  tbt 
petitioners  wil(-be  unable,  without  the  aid  of  the  Houfe,  either  to  ivltW 
fuch  engagements  or  furnifli  fuch  fupplies;  and  that  the  petitioners coc- 
pute,  that  the  clear  vulue  of  the  produce  from^Grcnada  and  Saint  Viacfn: 
has  been  equal  to  one  million  annually,  and,  as  but  a  fmall  proportion  c: 
fuch  produce  can  now  be  expected,  they  already  begin  to  feel  the  prdrurr 
of  fo  feriotis  a  defalcation,  by  the  efte6l  which  it  hath  produced  up^n 
their  credit  in  the  commercial  world ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Hujf: 
ta  take  their  cafe  into  immediate  confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  re- 
lief as  to  the  Houfe  may  feem  proper. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fecondcd  the  motion..  He  entered  at 
large  into  the  merits  of  the  bill  paffed  two  years  ago  for  the  relief 
of  our  commercial  credit.  He  expatiated  on  the  beneficial  cffc^  ot 
that  bill,  and  expreflfcd  himfelf  of  opinion  that  fomething  upon  the 
(lime  principle  ftiould  be  adopted  in  tlic  prefent  cafe.  He  maintained 
that  no  blame  was  imputable  to  the  merchants  who  made  this  appli- 
cation, nor  would  any  be  found  to  attach  to  Govcrnrncnt  if  an  in- 
quiry was  to  be  inllitutcd.  The  calamity  which  bad  befallen  ths 
iflands  was  unforefcen  and  unavoidable.  The  general  courfe  of 
Weft- India  property  was  fuch  as  to  require  confiderable  time  in  irs 
arrangement,  and  as  tins  bulincfs  was  of  great  importance,  he  wa* 
of  opinion  that  fome  Icgiflative  aid,  in  the  way  he  had  already  men- 
tioned, fliould  be  granted  to  the  prefent  petitioners  ;  and  he  h:id 
the  fulled:  confidence  in  the  good  effc£ls  which  it  would  produce  fipom 
tlie  experience  he  had  had  already  of  the  effcvlils  of  the  bill  ta  which 
he  had  alluded.  Hechofe  to  open  this  burtnefs  generally,  in  order 
.  that  the  Houfe  might  be  apprifed  at  once  of  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
je<^. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  complimented  the  Miniftcr  upon  the 
regard  he  had  always  (hewn  for  tlie  public  money  ;  but  thought  this 
a  matter  of  too  much  public  importance  for  nrm  to  hazard  an  opinion 
without  much  examination.  He  (hould  therefore  firft  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  cafe,  and  then  take  fuch  Aeps  as  (hould  appear  to 
hi  fin  to  be  dictated  by  his  public  duty. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  among  the  many  and  various  calamities^ 
^hich  this  war  had  already  heaped  upon  us,  beyond  any  thing  of 
which  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  country  furniOied  an  example,  this 
ivas  a  ftriking  inftance.     He  could  not  help  lamenting  that  we.wcre 
going  on  with  a  war  that  would  heap  upon  us  ftill  farther  calamities 
of  the  nature  to  which  the  petition  alluded.     When  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  our  commercial  credit  was  propofed,  he  doubted  the  expe- 
diency of  it,  becaufe,  if  reliefs  of  this  kind  were  to  be  granted  when- 
ever they  were  afked,  every  one  muft  fee  what  the  influence  of  the 
^liniAer  muft  be  with  all  perfons  conned^ed  with  commercial  deal- 
ings.   The'prefent  application  proved  to  him  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation  ;  for  he  could  not  forget  how  often  he  had  been  told  in  pri- 
vate by  perfons  of  conlidcrable  imp^ortance  in  public  affairs,  '*  We 
have  Weft-India  property,  and  we  muft  fupport  Adminiftption/* 
Here  was  at  once  an  explanation  of  the  caufe  of  the  fupport  given 
by  commercial  men  to  the  meafures  of  the  King's  Minifters  ;  they 
apprehended  that  their  own  credit  might  be  in  danger,  and  therefore 
in  order  to  have  parliamentary  aid  ip  their  embarraflment,  they 
fandioned  with  their  voices  what  they  difapproved  in  dieir  hearts. 
If  this  fyftem  continued  to  be  a»5led  upon,  he  would  venture  to  fay, 
that  we  might  indeed  have  the  form  and  name  of  our  Conftitution, 
but  the  fpirit  of  it  would  be  gone,  and  there  Mould  not  remain 
among  us  even  the  veftigc  of  liberty,  for -there  would  not  be  a  man 
remaining,  who  had  any  commercial  dealings,  who  would  venture 
to  fpeak  his  mind  upon  public  affairs,  from  fear  of  difobliging  the 
Minifter,  whofc  favour  he  was  likely  to  ftand  in  need  of.      Every 
war  in  its  nature  tended  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Minifters  of 
this  country  \  but  this  in  a  greater  degree  than  all  former  wars  ; 
for  day  after  day  it  introduced  innovation  upon  innovation,  fuch  a& 
the  boldeft  man,  who  had  any  regard  for  liberty,  could  not  behold, 
without  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions :  for  of  all  innovations  on 
the  principles  of  liberty,  thefe.  were  the  moft  dangerous  which  were 
fiicnt  in  their  effect,  and  gradual  in  their  progrcfs.      Such 'meafures 
as  the  prefent  were,  in  his  apprehenfion,  much  n-ore  dangerous  to 
the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  than  any  abufc  of  the  election  cff 
Members  to  fervc  in  Parliament,  great  even  as  that  evil  nr.iglit  be.       j 
If,  in  the  common  courfeofwar,  the  Weft- Inuiu  iflar.ds  fhould       j 
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fall  into  die  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  wiHted  to  know  m  what  rcfpeft 
that  cafe  could  be  didinguiOied  in  point  of  principle  from  the  prrfent 
application  ?  and  he  wiihcd  to  know  what  ground  there  was  for  us  to 
be  affured  that  even  that  misfortune  mav  not  befall  us?  The  Mini- 
fter  had  faid  there  was  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  the  merchants  nrho 
made  this  application.  »  He  would  dare  to  fay  not,  except  in  the 
circumtlance  of  not  having  oppofed  that  which  brought  on  their  mif- 
fer<tune  ;  and  he  hinted  too  that  no  blame  would  attach  to  Minifters 
if  the  fubjccl  ^v'as  inquired  into ;  and  yet  this  very  inquiry  the  Mi- 
nifter  had  always  refufed  to  grant.  He  would  fay  again,  what  he 
had  often  faid,  that  tlcrc  was  much  to  blame;  that  Miniftcrs  h:d 
been  grofsly  negligent  in  that  quarter,  as  well  as  in  many  other  paits 
of  the  world  ;  and  he  truftcd  that  a  new  Houfe  of  Commons,  or, 
perhaps,  even  this  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  be  of  that  way  of 
thinking,  for  he  believed  fuch  long  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
Public.  Such  was  the  opinion  in  the  Weft  Indies— Such  he  verily 
believed  to  be  the  i /pinion  of  the  very  men  whofigned  this  petition, 
an  opinion  whicli  tl^cy  would  Ijave  cxprefTcd  long  ngo,  had  xlicy  not 
ibrefeen  that  they  might  be  under  the  neceffity  of  alking  fuch  a  boon 
as- this  from  Government.  He  then  c^efired  the  Houfe  to  confider 
the  nature  of  Weft- India  property,  and  to  pnufe  before  the}'  pii>- 
cecdcd  upon  this  bufinefs.  Above  all,  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would 
rccolleft  its  own  refolution  with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  flavc 
trade  ;  and  he  truftcd  that  no  meafure  would  be  adopted  by  Parlia- 
ment, to  give  aid  to  the  purchafe  of  (laves,  for  that  would  be  in  the 
laft  degree  disgraceful  to  the  Houfe.  He  faw  a  number  of  difikuU 
ties  in  this  bufinefs  \  and  he  lamented  that  the  latenefs  of  the  feflion 
made  it  impoffible  that  it  fhould  be  difcuffed  in  a  Houfe  properly  at- 
tended. He  was  afraid  it  would  fuccecd  in  Parliament,  if  counte- 
nanced by  the  Miniftcr  ;  but  it  was  his  intention  to  give  it  his  de- 
cided negative. 

Mr.  Scoretary  DUNDAS  apyTOved  of  this  meafure  highly,  and 
tot'k  occailon  to  enlarge  very  much  on  the  beneficial  effects  of  the 
bill  j:i{l'cd  two  years  n^o,  to  fup{X)rt  our  commercial  credit.  No 
ccuntr)  uy:  n  c:ir:h  but  Great  Britain  was  capable  of  fuch  energy. 
He  apprchcr.d«;d  none  of  tbe  evils  which  the  right  honourable  gendc- 
man  had  precLted  :  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  they  would  turn 
out  in  much  the  fame  way  as  dicfe  lie  liad  anticipated,  when  hcqp- 
pcfcd  the  former  bill.  It  had  been  faid,  that  at  leaft  five  miilicns 
vvGuld  be  wanted  fiirtlic  fupportcf  the  plan  in  the  former  commer- 
cial credit  bill  ^  only  two  millions  and  an  half  had  been  called  for, 
and  now  creilit  was  entirely  rcftored,  and  the  country  in  a  ftate  of 
tlic  hi^heft  piofi^eiity.  He  maintained  that  this  was  not  a  new  mca- 
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furc,  for  many  years  ago,  it  had  been  adopted  at  St«  Kitt's,  Bar- 
badoes,  and  Jamaica  ;  nay  more,  in  that  cafe  large  fums  of  money 
had  been  granted,  and  here  we  were  only  to  add  to  the  fccurity  of 
the  merchants,  and  to  guarantee  payment.  He  thought  there  tvas 
n'>tlung  to  fear  from  the  influence  which  Miniftcrs  would  guin  by 
('  Mng  a  meritorious  adtion^  fo  loudly  called  for  by  the  exigency  of 
tlic  cafe.  He  denied  entirely  ihc  truth  of  any  one  affertion,  of  the 
negligence  of  Adminiftntri(»n,  with  icfpecl  to  the  lafety  of  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  was  perfg£tly  ready  to  inveftigate  that  bufincfs,  and  he 
maintained  that  no  fpecific  compluiat  in  that  refpecl  had  ever  been 
made. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrved  that  he  had  made  complaints  on  this  very 
point,  among  many  others,  when  he  moved  for  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry on  the  (late  of  the  nation.  He  was  ready  to  go  into  it  any 
ti:.;c,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove,  if  the  inquiry  was  granted,  that 
ihc  force  fcnt  under  Sir  Charles  Grey  was  inadequate  to  its  object  ^ 
but  Miniftcrs  had  rcfufcd  to  grant  the  inquiry,  and  it  was  a  little  too 
much  now  to  aifert  that  there  was  no  complaint  made,  for  complaint 
had  been  made,  and  inquiry  rcfufed  by  Miniftcrs. 

Mr.  M".  ROBINSON  concurred  in  opinioVi  with  Mr.  Fox,  and 
atdibuted  the  Miniftcr's  large  majorities  in  that  Houfe  tofuchin- 
creafing  influence. 

Sir'W.  PULTENEY  was  in  favour  of  the  petition,  and  com- 
Hjcndcd  the  Miniftcr  for  giving  it  fupport. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wiibed  rather  they  (hould  be  aflifted  with  mo- 
ney than  credit.  He  faid,  a  ftrong  aflcrtion  was  of  weight  in  that 
Houfe ;  he  (hould  meet  the  alTcrtion  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Dundas)  with  as  ftrong  a  one — at  no  one  period  was  the 
Weft-India  iflands  more  ncgle6tcd. 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  (hould  vote  for  the  petition  be- 
ing referred  to  a  Committee,  but  fliould  apply  afterwards  to  his  con- 
ftitucnts,  many  <^f  whom  were,  he  believed,  convinced  that  the 
Minifter  had  ruined  great  part  of  our  commerce. ' 

Mr.  HLfSSEY  thought  this  was  a  bufinefs  which  required  much 
(lelibcration. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  thought  the  propofed  meafure  indlf- 
penfably  neceflTary. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  thought  the  Minifters  were  laudably  attentive 
to  all  the  iflands  except  Cape  Breton,  to  which,  with  every  en- 
deavour, he  was  unable  to  draw  their  attcntbn.  Its  late  worthy 
excellent  Lieutenant-Governor  had  failed  for  two  years  paft  to  ob- 
f^n  it  from  them,  and  as  he  had  no  other  means  of  bringing  the 
^^c&  before  the  Public^  he  Ihould  on  Monday  next  move  for  ari 
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account  of  all  the  proceedings  rcfpefting  that  fcttlcmcnt  fincc  its  in- 
Aitution  in  1 784,  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  Government  had  thou^t 
proper  to  retain  its  own  opinion  againft  that  of  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet, in  refped  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  a  demand  made  by 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  alluded  to. 

The  motion  was  dien  agreed  to,  the  feledl  Committee  appointed, 
and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday y    l  2th  June. 

The  bill  for  widening  and  improving  the  entrance  to  the  city  br 
temple  bar,  after  fome  flight  oppofition  from  Mr.  JLechmerc,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  paffed. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  int©  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

On  the  qucftion  being  put  that  a  fum  of  27,000!.  begrantci 
on  account  of  the  expenccs  incurred  by  the  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  if  this  was  only  part  of  the  cxpcncc  ac- 
tually incurred  on  account  of  the  marriage,  it  was  one  of  thofe  un- 
fortunate tranfaflions,  which  the  Honfe  could  not  look  to  without 
grief  and  (hame.  "After  the  pledge,  however,  which  the  Prince 
had,  given  to  the  Houfe  with  refpcdi  to  his  future  condud,  it  mu:) 
be  the  general  wifli  rather  to  look  forward  than  to  look  backward 
He  muit  neverthelefs  remark,  that  there  was  no  precedent  of  any 
fuch  fum  having  been  granted  for  theimarriage  expences  of  fhc 
Prince  of  Wales  as  was  now  required,  and  he  thougjit  that  before 
fuch  a  demand  was  made,  fome  fpecial  ground  ought  to  have  been 
laid  on  the  prefcnt  occafion.  Some  gentlemen  had  expreffed  their 
furprife  that  His  Majefty  had  not  come  forward  to  grant  fome  affiit- 
ance  to  the  Prince.  He  had  not  touched  on  that  topic,  becaufe  he 
was  perfuadcd,  that  if  there  had,  exiftcd  the  means.  His  Majdh' 
would  cqrtainly  have  interfered  to  have  prevented  the  Prince  from 
being,  reduced  to  fo  humiliating  a  fituation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIl'T  ftated,  that  he  could  not  produce  any  pre- 
cedent of  a  fum  having  been  granted  for  marriage  expences,  but  it 
had  becn'Mfual  to  grant  a  fum  to  a  PrliKc  of  Wales,  when  he  firft 
engaged  in  an  eftablifliment. 

The  fum  was  then  voted,  as  alfo  a  fum  of  25,000!.  for  finifti- 
ing  the  repairs  of  Carlton  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  that  there  fhould  be  laid  on  the  table,  a  copy  of  the  report 
to  the  Lords  Commiflioncrs  of  His  Majcfty's  Trcafury  from  the 
CoinmiJioricrs  appointed  for  the  ilfuc  of  certain  Exchequer  bills. 
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le  faid,  that  laft  year  a  relief  had  becfi  granted  by  an  Exchequer 
an  to  the  commercial  intereft  of  this  country  ;  as  a  demand  for  a 
milar  relief  was  now  made  by  the  merchants  of  Grenada,  he  wifhed 
ic  report  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might  be 
aalified  to  judge  of  the  effects  of  the  former  meafure.  The  report- 
ras  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  report  being  brought  up  of  the  bill  granting  a  jointure  to 
ier  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales, 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  (hould  propofe  to 
ntroduce  a  claufc  on  the  third  reading,  granting  this  jointure  to  her  ' 
loyal  Highnefs,   in  bar  of  any  claim  (he  might  have  to  a  dower 
from  die  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  did  not  fee  any  reafon  why  a  different 
claufe  (hould  be  introduced  in  the  prefcnt  inftance,  from  what  had 
been  adopted  on  former  occafions. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  the  wido\v  of  the  Black  Prince  had 
:i  dower  from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  report  t)f  the  Seleft  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Grenada,  was  brought  up  and  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next.— Adjourned. 

Monday y    1 5 /A  June. 

On  reading  the  order  'of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  the  more  expedi- 
tious and  puniStual  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the  navy, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occa- 
Tion  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  marines.  He  wifhed,  if  in  the 
courfc  of  official  arrangements  it  could  be  done,  that  the  fame  pro- 
vifion  as  that  now  before  the  Houfe  (hould  be  extended  to  the  ma- 
rines. 

Mr.  Secretary  DU^DAS  obferved,  that  this  did  not  properly 
come  under  his  department  in  office ;  any  advice,  or  affiftancc, 
however,'  which  he  could  give,  he  was  ready  to  offer,  if  any  gen- 
kman  (hould  come  forward  with  any  official  regulation  upon  that 
fubjeft. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paffed. 

The  repott  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of 
Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's  being  brought  up,  the  Houfe  refolvcd  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  conSder  of  the  matter 
^f  the  report. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  that,  as  the  Houfe  were  already 
^^  fully  in  poffeffion  of  aU  the  circumftances  on  which  the  report  was 
founded,  it  would  be  unncceffary  for  him  to  fay  any  thing  more* 
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He  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  moving  a  Tcfblution,  ftjr  leave 
to  bripg  in  a  bill  to  emble  His  Majcftyto  direct  the  iffutngof  Ex- 
chequer  bills  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  an  half,  to  be  iffucd  to 
Commtflioners,  to  be  by  them  advanced  under  certain  regulations 
and  reftriclions  for  the  accommodation  of  certain  merchants  and  other 
pcrfons  connected  with  and  trading  to  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
St.  Vincent's,  who  (hall  be  dcfiroas  to  receive  them  (or  a  time  to  be 
limited. 

General  SMITH  wifhcd  to  know  why  the  fum  gratnted  was  to 
be  a  million  and  a  half,  as  he  underftood  that  the  fum  was  onJv  a 
million. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  underftood  alfo 
that  a  million  would  be  fufiicient,  but  as  it  was  impofiibtc  to  know 
exaif^ly,  the  better  way  would  be  to  name  a  million  and  a  haJf. 
The  Commiiruiners  were  by  no  means  bound  to  ifluc  that  fum,  al- 
though thry  had  the  power. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fold,  that  from  the  experience  we  hadu 
the  mcafure  v  lilch  palled  two  years  ago,  for  the  fupport  of  com.'iwr- 
cial  credit,  he  truftcd  the  Houfe  would  be  ready  to  agree  tofr.U 
propofition.  The  real  furn  which  might  be  wanted  mi^t  be  fc> 
than  rhc  fam  now  propofed,  but  he  thought  that  (liould  be  left, 
under  all  the  ci  re  urn  fiances,  to  the  difcretion  of  the  C(!vnmiflioncR 
to  be  aurhoiifcJ  to  acl  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  M.  ROr.INSON  laid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Scrretary  DUN  DAS  vindicated  the  aflTcrtions  which  he 
ft)rmeily  nuJe  with  rcgird  to  the  care  which  Government  had 
taken  to  fen- 1  ad^^qiiate  forces  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  maintained 
that  the  calamities  which  befel  the  inhabitants  there  were  unforcfen 
and  unavoiJahlc.  Ho.  then  enumerated  the  troops  fent  fmm  tiire 
to  ti;ne  to  the  Well  Indies,  to  corroborate  what  he  had  afferted. 
1  he  whnle  of  the  troops  fent  thither  were  20,206  men. 

Mr.  FOX  fall!,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  number  fent;  ^ 
the  iuiciiion  wns,  whether  the  force  was  adequate  to  the  objccV 
If,  for  infliince,  lie  were  to  fay,  after  voting  a  larger  fupply  t^i*^ 
at  any  former  period,  that  n«i  trjore  could  be  wanted,  he  appre- 
hended tif  It  Minilurs  would  fay  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  argue 
fairly  \  thit  tlic  'qpct^ion  ms  n  ,t  whether  the  fupply  already  gr?.Rt- 
cd  was  or  \\.is  nut  L^rgcr  than  any  former  fupplv,  but  whether  it 
was  LiTj^o  enou/h  for  the  purp<.>fL-s  wriich  the  "Executive  Government 
had  in  view?  Ju.i  (o  was  ihe  cafe  hcie,  the  queilion  notbcingwhc- 
ther  the  force  w;is  Lir^t.jr  thm  any  before  fent  to  the  Weft  In(iie>> 
but  whether  it  was  a'iequate  K)  ihc  objcdl  we  had  in  vi^w.  UnJ.'t 
a  fair  and  jull  eoiili  Juration  of  ail  the  circumftances,  taking  it  in  tl^'^i 
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iew,  he  would  maintain  again,  that  the  force  fcnt  to  the  Weft  In- 
ks was  inadequate  to  the  prote6lion  of  th^  iflands,  and  that  they 
ere  too  long  kept  back.  Minifters  had  had  three  objects  in  view 
t  the  (a me  time :  the  keeping  polIcfTjon  of  Toulon  ;  ^  the  landing  of 
n  army  on  the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  the  conquering  of  the  French 
Veft- India  iflands.  They  had  not  facrificcd  any  6nc  of  thefe  pKo- 
:ds  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into  cxcciiti<>n  the  remaining  tw^o, 
ut  by  purfuing  each  at  once,  had  failed  in  all.  It  was  not  that  he 
omplained  of  the  number  of  the  troops  font  out,  but  of  the  period 
t  which  they  were  fent  out,  and  of  ihs  manner  in  which  they  had* 
reen  diftributcd  on  the  diftcrcnt  iflands.  Martinique  was  taken; 
ct  the  force  left  upon  the  ifland  was^  he  contended,  inadequate  to 
i:e  prefervatibn  of  it.  If,  however,  the  Houfe  would  confent  to 
ro  into  a  Committee  of  Inquirj%  they  would  then  fee  whether  proper 
ittention  had,-  or  had  not,  been  paid  to  the  Weft- India  iflands. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  pofitively  denied  that  the  force  under 
Sir  Charles  Grey  wa»  inadequate  to  the  execution  of  the  plan*  on 
which  he  had  been  fent  out.  The  original  plan  extended  to  the  con- 
qucft  not  only  of  the  Windward  iflands,  but  of  tbc  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo \  fo  that  after  the  troops  were  withdravvn  from  Sir  Chj»rlcs 
Grty*s  expedition,  there  were  abundantly  fulHcicnt  for  tLo  rcdu(5iion 
of  the  Windward  iflands  only  ;  and  the  confcqucnce  was,  that  the 
iflands  fell.  With  refpedt  to  the  fubfequcnt  lofs  of  them,  he  would 
only  remark,  thdt  fo  far  was  Sir  Charles  Grey  from  apprehending  iny 
danger,  that  he  was  on  his  return  home.  On  tlie  misturtune  at  Gu.'- 
daloupe  he  would  not  dwell — he  could  not  without  incurring  the 
fufpicion  of  partiality  advert  to  the  whole  of  that  tranfucVion,  Iput 
would  barely  mention,  that  Sir  Charles  Grey  faid,  if  General 
Dundas  had  not  died,  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupc  would  not  have 
be^n  loft.  Befides,  the  unparalleled  mortality  among  the  troops 
tended  to  leave  the  iflands  more  defencelefs. 

Mr.  FOX,  alluding  to  the  opinion  that  had  been  exprciTed  by 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  faid,  that  he  fliould  like  to  a(k  that  gallant  Gc- 
n-rals  opinion  from  himfelf.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  fccnied 
^0  hint  that  'there  was  blame  fomewhere.  He  wiflv:d  to  know 
^'hcre  that  blame  was,  and  that  the  right  honourable  g'jntleman 
w^vald  not  deal  in  dark  inlinuations.  The  real  fault  w^s,  that  the 
Minifters  had  uniformlv  proceeded  in  a  fuppofltion  that  a  Icfs  force 
^'oulddo,  than  experience  had  proved  was  nioeliary. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN  went  over  the  circumrtmcts  of  die  cimp.ii;;n  in 
^e  Weft  Indies,  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  th^r  our  forces  there 
^ere  inadequate  to  our  objeft.  He  wiflied  very  much  for  an  ii\- 
S^ir^  into  this  bullnefs,  and  but  for  the  Luencfs  of  the  fciiion  ho 
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ihould  move  for  the  produflion  of  a  number  of  papm  that  vould 
convey  to  the  Houfe  a  great  deal  of  information  upon  this  mattei. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  Britifh  iflands  were  left  entirely  unprotcilcd, 
to  conquer  St. -Domingo.  And  he  challenged  Minifters  to  call  for- 
ward any  one  man  belonging  to  the  Weft  Indies  who  would  fcv 
that  thofe  iflands  had  received  fuch  prote6licn  as  the  intcrcSs  oi 
Great  Britain  required. 

The  queftion  was  then   put  and  carried,    and  the  report  ct  tL 
Committee  was  ordered  to  be  received  to  morrow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  he  rcfe  to  move  for  «rt3:r. 
papers  refpecling  the  coIohv  of  Cape  Breton,  which  liad  l^cn  w- 
'  gledted  beyond  any  other  belonging  to  Great  Britain  ever  fince  r' 
year  1787,  ^  when  Lieutenant-Governor  Debardt  was  recaVitd  * 
anfwer  charges  preferred  againft  him  by  fome  of  the  inhabitant-— 
He  came  over  in  1788,  demanded  a  trial,  and  could  get  nol":^;- 
fadlion,  though  he  had  ever  fince,  from  week  to  week  and  month : 
month,  applied.  Sir  William  ftated,  that  he  himfelf  and  crh  •  , 
not  merclv  for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Debardt,  but  for  the  intertft  i»t' :. : 
Pgblic,  alfo  applied  for  the  fanx  purpofc,  but  in  vain — ^lie  tl.vr:- 
fore  brought  forward  his  motion  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  that  g  :  - 
tleman,  and  reimburfe  him  a  vaft  fumof  money  he  had  expcni.* 
for  Government  out  of  his  own  pocket. — His  motion  was,  "  Tl.u 
**•  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc  the  apjx^intment  of  Licuttnar.:- 
'*  Governor  Debardt,  with  his  letters  to  Minifters — the  rctivn- 
**  ftranccs  to  Lord  Svdney — his  confequent  letters  of  rccal— :.  i 
**  the  correfpondence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  who  fuccala 
"  him." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  if  the  objcft  of  the  motion, 
was  peeuniary  accounts,  he  would  make  no  obje^flion  to  brlr^r: 
them  forward.  The  cafe  of  Governor  Debardt  and  his  accoima 
had  undergone  a  full  and  regular  invcftigution  by  the  Commilfjon- 
ers  for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  and  were  decided  up  to  to  lat: 
a  period  as  Odlober  1793,  and  the  balance  determined  ;  but  fince 
that  Governor  Debardt  had  given  in  frc(h  demands,  and  there  w5> 
a  determination  againft  him,  fothat  all  proper  attention  had  been 
^iven  to  his  demands  by  the  differ cnt  departments  under  whcm  it 
properly  came.  In  order  to  fhew  the  Houfc  what  grounds  thac 
were  for  the  motion,  and  particularly  for  wlut  fell  from  the  hf>- 
nourable  Baronet  on  the  point  of  pecuniary  claims,  he  would  read 
fome  extrads  from  the  Commiflioncrs*  report — this  he  accordingly 
did,  and  the  tenor  of  them  appeared  to  be  clearly  againft  the  de- 
mands of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  thought,  that  the  charaftcr  of  Governor 
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Dcrbadt  was  unjuftly  implicated  in  the  report  juft  read.  He  faid, 
that  there  did  not  exift  in  that  Houfc,  or  any  where,  a  gentleman 
of  greater  honour  and  integrity,  or  one  who  had  better  fcrved  his 
ccHiniry.  He  had  fcrved  under  General  Wolfe,  and  loft  his  rank 
1  y  purfuing  furveys  of  the  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  were  ac- 
knowledged to  be  of  the  grentcl^  ufc  by  all  naval  officers,  and  par- 
ticularly by  Lord  Howe,  v.  ho  wrote  l\im  a  letter,  thanking  him  for 
them,  as  they  ftiortened  the  palftge  in  thofe  fcas  and  faved  many 
fl.ips.  He  was  alfo  diftinguiftied  by  the  Marquis  Townflicnd  and 
Colonel  Raroe,  as  a  man  of  the  grcateft  merit. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PrFT  bore  tciVimony  himfclf,  from  report,  to 
the  good  charai^er  of  Governor  Debardt,  but  faid  that  point  was 
not  in  difcuflion. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  alfo  bore  honourable  teftimony  to  the' Go- 
vernor's character. 

Mr.   FOX  fupported  the  motion. 
On  a  divilion,  there  were         • 

For  it,    24  ;      Againft  it,   64. — Majorit)',  40. 
The  order  of  tiic  dav  beinf;  moved,   which  was  for  the  third 
leading  of  the  bill  for  a  loan  of  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 

Mr.    FOX   obfcrved,    that  this  meafure  had  always  been  in 
his  mind  a  profligate  wafte  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  this 
country ;  and  what  had  lately  confirmed  him  in  that  opinion  was 
the  furrendcrof  Luxembourg.   It  became  the  Houfe  now  to  confidcr 
very  ferioufly  indeed,  whcdier,  after  the  Emperor  had  loll  one  of 
the  moft  important  fortrcffes  in  Europe,    every   nerve  which  he 
could  employ,  could,  in  any  material  degree,  be  ferviceablc  to  us 
againft  the  French  in  the  prefent  contcft  r    Whether,  after  the  tak- 
ing of  that  fortrcfs  on  the  fcventh  of  this  month,  a  fcafon  which, 
in  other  times,  we  had  been  ufed  to  call  the  middle,  but  now  hardly 
the  beginning  of  a  campaign,  there  were  any  rational  hopes  of  any 
fuccefsful  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  againft  the  French  ^ 
This  was  not  all ;   there  were  reports  of  the  ceffatioh  of  hoftilities, 
which  might  be  proper  to  be  inquired  into  ;  and  alfo  a  report  that 
there  was  a  new  alliance  between  this  country,  Auftria,  and  Ruf- 
fia.     He  knew  he  might  be  told,  that  this  fiibjedl  was  not  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe.     He  hoped,  however,  if  it  cxifted,  it  would  be 
laid  before  us  immciiatclv,  or  not  until  the  next  feflion  ;  not  like 
the  fublidy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  brought  forward  at  the  riling  of 
Parliament,  and  hurried  through  the  Houfe.     This  was,    in  his 
mind,  a  fcrious  and  an  alarming  thing  ^  therp  were  perfons  who  be- 
lieved that  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  alliance  would  be  a  war  be- 
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tween  the  two  ImperialsPowcrs  and  PruflHa.     Whc&cr  fuch  ftn  al- 
liance were  right  or  wrong,  he  would  not  pr^unoe  to  determine ;  he 
ihould  only  fay,  he  was  forry  to  believe  that  there  were  fomc  per- 
fons,  who  called  themfelves  polititians,   who  were  fo  ftiort-fi^ed 
as  to  think  fuch  a  connedlion  advantageous  at  all  events  to  this  coun- 
try.     But,  for  his  own  part,    he  entertained  a  very  different  oji* 
nion,  for  he  could  not  help  believing,  Aat  fuch  a  war  as  this  alli- 
ance might  produce  muft  involve  one  half  of  Europe  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  looking  with  great  anxiety  and  concern  at  the  condition  of 
fo  large  a  part  of  mankind,  if  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  war 
were  to  be  thus  extended,  and  tiie  profpedt  of  peace  to  be  placed  at 
k>  great  a  diftance.     He  knew,  he  (aid,  that  thefe  points  were  not 
now  immediately  before  the  Houfe ;  but  the  reflexions  were  fo  na- 

-  tural,  that  he  could  not  help  alluding  to  them,  even  in  this  fhge  of 
the  prefent  bill ;  for,  from  the  events  which  we  had  juft  heard  of, 
it  was  impoffible  for  any  man  who  did  not  deceive  himfelf  with  fan- 
guine  views,  to  think  that  Auftria  could  be  equal  to  France  in  this 
conteft.  If  this  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  we  muft  have  fonic  far- 
ther fupport  than  merely  that  of  the  Emperor  againft  France  \  and 
this  muft  put  that  peace  which  was  fo  defirable  to  all>  far  off  indeed. 
We  were  told,  every  day,  of  the  great  diftrcifcs  of  France:  and 

•  he  believed  that  they  cxified  to  a  certain  degree :  but  he  never  could 
look  witln  plcafurc  on  the  profecution  of  a  war,  when  the  quefticn 
between  the  parties  was,  who  could  hold  out  under  fevere  preffurc, 
imd  bear  great  diftrcfs  the  longeft?   Such  a  determination  was  too 
dreadful'  even  to  think  of.     He  had  heard,  that,  with  refpcd  to 
our  own  profpedt  of  diftrefs,   the  accounts  were  exaggerated.     He 
wiflipd  to  hear  a  ftatcment  of  fa6ts  that  would  lead  him  to  believe 
that  fuch  was  really  the  cafe.     But  he  knew  that  the  diftrefs  of 
France  from  the  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  provifions  was  not  likely 
to  be  felt  alfo  in  this  country,   and  that  for  a  coniiderable  time, 
even  although  the  evil  (hould  not  in  reality  be  equal  to  the  accounts 
of  it,  for  we  all  knew  what  mighty  mifchicf  monopoly  wa§  capable 
of  creating.      He  could  not  let  pafs  this  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  fentiments.     He  wifhed  at  all  times  that  we  fhould  avoid,  « 
much  as  poflible,  the'calamities,of  war,  always  dreadful,  but  now 
much  more  fo  if  every  part  of  Europe  was  likely  foon  to  feel  the 
want  of  provifions.      From  thcfe  ferious  and,  to  him,   alarming  ap- 
prehenfions,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  this  bill  in  its  laft  ftage. 
Thequeftion  was  put,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  paffcd, 
^d  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords. 

T!ic  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  Report  on  the  bill 
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TV  an  eftablilhment  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,    liquidating   hie 
Icbts,  &c. 

Some  conveifatlon  took  place,  whether  a  feparate  provifioh  {hould 
)e  made  for  the  Princefs  out  of  the  6oyOooL  allotted  to  his  Royal 
iighnefs,  or  the  65,000!.  appropriated  for  the  liquidation  of  dc^, 
M  which  the  Houfe  divided. 

For  taking  the  fum  from  die  65,000!. 

Ayes,  81 ;     Noes,   t2. 

After  this,  ftrangers  were  excluded  for  a  conflderable  time,  dur- 
ing which  one  or  two  divifions  took  place  on  different  claufes.— 
U^x>n  the  re-admiffion  into  the  gallery;  General  Smith  was  moving- 
a  claufe  empowering  the  Commiflioners  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  arifitig  from  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  during  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Prince,  with  a  view  of  its  being  applicable  to  the  li- 
quidation of  his  debts.* 

The  ATTORNf:Y  GENERAL  began  with  admitting,  that 
lie  had  net  been  quite  accurate  in  the  ftatement  which  he  had  for- 
merly given  on  the  fubjeft.  The  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  a,  te- 
nure neither  held  by  Knights  fervice  nor  by  foccage  ;  it  was  of  a 
nature  fo  peculiar,  as  it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  defcribe.  He 
apologixed  that  he  could  not  go  minutely  into  the  queftion,  as  in 

*  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  feveral  fums  paid  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Coravvall,  during  the  minority  of  bis  Royal  Highncis 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  purfuance  of  His  Majefty's  warrants,  couoter- 
iir^ned  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  with  the  dates  of 
fach  warrants. 

21ft  July,  1763, 
2ift  May,  1765, 
2  Hi  July,  1766, 
8fh  July,  1768, 
17th  April,  1769, 
6th  April,  1770, 
3d  April,  1771, 

i6th  April.  1772, 
23d  May,  1773, 
4th  Aug u ft,  1774, 
14th  April,  1771;, 

1 7th  April,   1776, 

29th  May,   1777, 

i6rh  April,   1778, 

1 6th  April,   1779, 

26tiijunc,  1780, 

siftMay,   1781, 

25th  March,    1782, 

7th  May,    1783 


12,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

16,478  ; 

ti 

2 

12,500 

0 

0 

11,000 

0 

0 

17,000 

0 

0 

8,700 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

13,9^0 

0 

0 

9»7  2o 

0 

0 

15^964 

0 

0 

6,640 

0 

0 

8,603 

0 

0 

i$,70C> 

0 

0 

8,658 

0 

0 

12,051 

0 
11 

0 
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the  ftation  which  he  held,  it  might  be  neccffary  for  him  to  diicnfs 
the  qucftion,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  who  fupported  the  right  of  the 
Prince.  He  defcribed  it  as  a  fund,  fet  apart  by  the  LegifUturc, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales— 
who  had  very  properly  been  reprefonted  as  Major  a  die  nativitaJcs, 
In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  he  went  through  the  different  cafes 
which  had  been  brovight  forward.  The  queftlon  of  the  right  of 
the  Prince  be  confelfed  to  be  exceedingly  difficult.  If  this  was 
a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  'from  the  period  of 
liis  birth,  the  King,  as  his  natural  guardian,  had  the  difpo(al  of 
that  fund  duriniT  his  minority.  The  difficulty  -was  increafed  bv  the 
long  period  which  had  intervened  fince  that  minority,  which  would 
render  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  extivmcly  doubtful  m 
the  decifion,  if  it  was  at  all  proper  to  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  wifhcd  only  to  (late  a  few 
praftical  points  relative  to  the  queftion.      If  there  exiftcd  any  claim, 
it  was  a  claim  upon  the  Public.     The  revenues  of  tiie  Dutchy  of 
Cornwall  had  been  applied  in  aid  of  the  civil  lift  ;  as  fuch,  tlicj^  hai 
been  recognized   by  Parliament,  by  whom  the  debts  of  that  civil 
lift  had  been  more  than  once  paid.      But  it  was  next  lo  be  confi- 
dcrcd  how  far  in  point  of  fubftantial  juftice  any  thing  was  due  from 
thc^Public  to  the  Prince  6f  Wales.      If  this  was  a  fund  for  the  fup- 
port of  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it  was  cer- 
tainly intended  that  the  apprppriation  of  this  fund   ih^uld  prevent 
any  expence  from  falling  cither  upon  the  civil  lift,   or  the  Public. 
The  Public  would  then  have  ?.  right  to  fet  ofFagainft  tlie  amount  of 
the  income,  during  the  minority,  any  expence  wiiich  might  have 
been  incurred  on  account  of  liis  Royal  Highnefs.      It  was  impoffiblj: 
to  calculate  the  cxpcnce  during  his  infancy;  from  1771  to  1783, 
the  expence  of  his  education  had  amounted  to  80, cool,  with  an 
extraordinary  expence  of  3 cool,  for  fome  years;  (the  education  oi 
the  Duke  of  York  was  included,  but  as  the  fame  prcc^^ptors  would 
have  been  ncccfT.irv  for  the  Prince,   this  made  but  a  triflinij  addition 
to  the  Prince;)  in  1783  a  fum  of  60, cool,  had  been  granted  him 
to  dv.*fray  tiie  expences  of  his  outfet ;  and  af:crwards,  in  1787,  his 
debts  had  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  219,000!.      All  thefe  fums 
taken  together  amounted  to  upwards  of  300,0001.  and  would  be 
to  be  dcduilcd  frora  the  proceeds  of  the  Datchy  of  Cv}mwall,  if 
tlicfe  fhould  be  aJjudgcd  to  be  due  to  hiui  daring  his   minority. 
He  conceived  the  prefenc  difcuffion  to  have  no  other  cfire;fl  than  that 
of  ftirring  a  difficult  and  abftrufe  qucftion  without  anv  chance  of 
prai^ical  benefii,   ciiher  to  the  Prince  or  the  Public.      He  remarked 
that  neither  the  Piince  himfclf,  his  creditors,   nor  Parliament,  lud 
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all  proceeded  upon  a  fuppofition  of  any  fuch  fum  being  due  to 

NIr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  faw  the  bufinefs  in  a  veiy  different  light ;  ^ 
id  that  even  if  the  affumptions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ere  tight,  he  thought  a  very  oppofite  conclution  was  to  be  drawi) 
om  them.  What  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  dated 
F  the  law,  had  only  confirmed  him  in  his  former  opinion  upon  the 
ibjccV.  He  had  ftated  that  this  was  a  fund  granted  for  the  fupport 
f  the  State  and  dignity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  this  was  not 
ic  only  fund  conceived  to  be  neccffary,  fince  afterwards  the  prin- 
ipality  of  Wales,  and  the  Earldom  of  Cheftcr,  were  granted  for 
\ic  fame  purpofe.  He  paid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fome 
rompliments  for  his  dexterity  in  making  out  a  bill  of  the  cxpenccs 
>f  the  education  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  he  had  thrown  thofe  of 
he  Duke  of  York  into  the  bargain.  He  conceived  what  had  been 
jfged,  that  tlie  expcnce  would  fall  upon  the  Public,  to  be  a  moft 
jnfcennfly  aigument.  Natural  feeling  fuggeftcd,  that  the  King, 
like  every  other  father,  ought  to  be  chargeable  with  the  education 
of  his  own  fon ;  and,  becaufe  Parliament  had  paid  a  debt  of  the 
civil  lift,  to  the  amount  of  6oo,oool.  it  was  not  to  be  inferred, 
though  it  might  probably  have  been  the  cafe,  that  they  would,  with 
the  fame  eafc  and  facility,  have  paid  a  debt  of  8oo,oool.  When 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  laid  fo  much  ftrefs  upon  the 
delay  that  had  taken  'place  in  urging  the  claim,  he  thought  that  he 
was  difpofed  to  plead  the  flatute  of  limitations.  He  conceived  it 
to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  afccrtain  what  was  due  to  the 
Prince,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  complaining  of  his  debts, 
and  talking  of  the  liberality  which  they  had  (hewn  in  their  conduft 
■towards  him. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  commented  on  the  delicate 
manner  in  \^hich  the  Prince  had  fubmitted  to  the  judgement  and 
ciircftions  of  Aat  Houfe,  and  obfcrved,  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  the  right  lionourable  gentleman,  that  the  Houfe  had  formerly 
ailed  upon  the  confideration  of  His  Majefty*s  applying  the  revenues 
t>f  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  the  civil  lift,  as  v»ras  evinced  by  their 
proceedings  upon  it,  nor  could  he  think  the  Prince  had  any  intcrcft 
in  the  prefcnt  motion.  He  concluded  that  the  Pnncc's  claim,  if 
he  had  any,  ought  to  be  left  to  a  Court  of  Law  ;  a  remedy  to 
which  it  would  not  be  for  the  Prince's  honour  to  rcfort. 

Sir  WH^LIAM  MILNER  lamented  the  very  unplcafant  fitu- 
ation  into  which  the  Houfe  was  put ;  but  thou^^ht  that  thofe  who 
fill  J  they  voted  for  125,000!.  as  a  projier  income  for  the  Princ^ 
virhout  any  view  to  his  having  debts  to  pav,  ought  not  to  urge  th« 
•  Vol.  XLI.  4  B^ 
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largenefs  of  the  fum  as  a  bar  to  any  jud  claim  the  PrLiicc  rmght 
have  to  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  during  his  minority. 

Mr.   SHERIDAN  faid,    that  from  the  mode  of  proccedinz^ 
adopted  by  the  Houfe,  the  Prince's  charadtcr  was  implicated  in  th-r 
queftion,  inafmuch  as  it  would  decide  whether  or  not  he  could  jpz} 
his  debts,  and  affume  the  fplcndour  befitting  his  ftatton  in  any  res- 
fonable  time.     His  income  he  received  originally  burdened  witl. 
penfions  to  the  amount  of  8, cool,  a  year,  and  dcdu£Hng  rent  arJ 
taxes,  the  whole  fum  left  him  by  the  bill,  even  including  the  fkim 
juft  voted  for  the  privy  purfe  of  the  Princcfs,  would  not  cxccf  i 
48,0001.   a  year-     To  this  fum  he  was  to  be  reftriftcd  for  tci 
years,  obliged  to  difmifs  gentlemen  from  his  fcrvicc,  who,  pcrhap*, 
had  formed  their  dcpendan|pe  upon  him,  and  unable  to  appropri-itc 
any  thing  to  benevolence  or  charity.      The  Houfe  were  makir^ 
themfclvcs  truftecs  for  his  whole  property,    and  in  that  chara<3rr 
they  were  bound  in  honour  to  incjuire  what  money  was  due  to  birr, 
as  well  as  what  debts  he  owed.     As  to  the  expcnces  of  his  KcyJ 
Highnpfs's  education,  he  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hjJ 
exaggerated  them,  and  had  forgotten  tliat  the  ftatements  lay  uprri 
ihe  table,  delivered  at  a  former  period.      According  to  thcm»  fro:n 
the  5th  of  January  1770,  to  the  5th  of  January  i777>  the  fum 
total  amounted,  to  42,2421.  ;    and  a?  to  the  pretence   attcmptJ 
to  be  eftabliftied,  that  nearly  that  fum  muft  have  been  alone  ex- 
pended  in  the  education  and  eftabliftimcnt  of*  his  Royal   Higlinc?, 
cxclufive  of  his  Royal  brother,  he  could  not  fee  how  any  folid  awi 
rational  argument  could  be  fubflantiated  upon  it.     He  was  at  a  lofs 
to  know  why  the  Bi(hop  of  Ofnaburg  fhould  come  in  like  a  rider 
upon  the  Prince's  learning,  to  pick  up  the  dry  crums  of  education. 
Unlefs  the  Prince,  therefore,  fwallowed  three  times  as  much  Greek 
as  his  brother,  and  took  up  ajarger  portion  of  dancing,  he  couiJ 
not  tell  why  the  half  of  that  fum  (hould  not  be  attributed  to  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Duke  of  York.      Reckoning,  however,   25,000!. 
for  the  pjiiicc  out  of  ir,  the  receipts  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Cornwall,   during  the  fame  interval,  amounted  to  95,450!.  fo 
that  the  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  his  Roynl 
Highncfs  did  not  form  a  third  part.of  Jiis  income.     The  6o,oool. 
voted  in  1783,   was  not  voted  ft)r  the  Prince,  but  generally  in  aid 
of  the  civil  lilt,  and  die  Prince  did  not  receive  more  than  2o,oool. 
of  it.      As  to  the  other  i6o,oool.   which  Parliament  granted  in 
1787,  he  had  to  rcjx^at  what  \\t  before  ftated,-that  80, cool,  ofii 
was  due  for  the  rebuilding  and  furniture  of  Carlton  Houfe,  which 
really  was  unlit  for  habitation.      Since  Carlton  Houfe,  therefore, 
Was  to  be  confidercd  as  tlic  propert}'  of  the  nation,   or  ratl^er  as  the 
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property  of  His  Majcfty,  and  difpofable  witli  all  the  furniture  per* 
flaps  by  him  to-morrow,  he  blamed  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
for  including  thofe  fums  in  his  account  of  the  expenditure.  On  a 
lair  calculation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  Prince  had  not  received 
more  than  1 00, cool,  over  and  above  his  regular  income ;  and  the 
reveitue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall,  with  intcreft,  during  his  mi- 
norit)',  would  amount  to  500,0001.  He  did  rtot  fee  how  the 
Houfe  could  appoint  Commiflioners  to  pay  his  debts,  without  look- 
ing into  fo  large  a  fum  due  to  him. 

"^Mr.  WILLIAM  GRANT  fhewed  that  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
will  materially  differed  from  foccage,  and  a  tenure  in  chivalry,  and 
was  a  tenure  fu!  generis  alone.  By  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  it 
was  granted  for  "  the  fuftentation  of  the  princely  eftate  ;"  and  hence  . 
it  was  evident  diat  the  Royal  heir  was  peculiarly  dlftinguifhed,  and 
during  his  minority  was  confidcred  as  the  pupil  of  the  nation.  In 
knight  fcrvice  the  inheritor  pofleffes  the  eftate  immediately  on  the  * 
death  of  the  tenant,  and  thenceforward  the  award  is  made ;  but  the 
death  of  the  tenant  muij  be  firft  fuppofed,  before  there  can  be  any 
claim. — Now,  in  rcfpc^l  to  the  inheritance  of  the  Dutchy,  there  is 
no  death,  nor  fuppofition  of  a  death,  required,  for  it  is,  hoyiafide^ 
?hc  property  of  the  King,  until  a  fon  be  born,  and  then  he  preferves 
it  nt  difcretion,  apportioning  as  much  of  it  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
cducition  of  the  Prince.  Here,  too,  the  obligation  of  the  father 
differs  from  all  common  obligations  of  a  (imilar  nature,  which  ap- 
Karsto  be  the  dired  tendency  of  the  grant  for  making  the  Prince 
the  pupil  of  the  nation  ;  for  although  the  King  would  certainly  pof- 
fcfs  as  much  paternal  care  for  the  education  of  one  child  as  another, 
and  although  in  chivalry,  where  a  fon  inherits  an  eftate  in  his  own 
right,  the  father  is  obliged  to  maintain  and  educate  him  for  a  certain 
t  rm  of  years,  yet  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  feems  to  be  given  cfpe- 
cially  with  a  view  to  this  diftindlion  in  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  King. 
Hence  he  conceived  that  Mr.  Fox's  arguments  did  not  apply,  and 
tbt  the  King  might  appropriate  whatever  fums  he  pleafcd  for  his 
OTH  ufe,  till  the  period  of  the  delivery  of  the  Dutchy,  when  the 
iVlncc  was  of  age.  There  was  no  trace  of  any  account  rendered  on 
tills  fubje<9f ;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  to  unravel  the  whole  of 
tliis  proceeding  would  neither  contribute  to  the  character  of  the  Prince, 
nor  to  that  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  receipts  had  been  applii:d 
^^  tlic  cxpences  of  the  Prince's  education,  the  King  was  ftlll  account- 
able. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfervcd,  that  it  interefted  the  charaflcr  of 
t^«c  Prince,  nt;t  to  lay  any  adJitional  burden  on  the  Public.    If  die 

4  r  a 
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arrears  were  fairly  laid  at  the  door  of  the  civil  lift,  he  wonldsmfwei 
the  Public  fhould  never  be  troubled  on  this  fubjcA. 

General  SMITH  contended  ftrongly  for  the  Prince's  right  as  hav- 
ing fuffcrcd  by  no  lapfe  ^of  time.  TKe  arrears  of  claimants,  he  d>- 
fcrved,  had  lately  been  paid  by  that  Houfe  after  a  lapfe  of  45  yeas. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  repeated  his  affertion,  that  thepcopkhad 
no  intcrefi  in  the  difcufiion.  If  the  charges  againft  the  civil  lid  ven 
made  good,  they  muft  of  courfc  be  paid  by  the  Public. 

The  Houfe  divided :  the  numbers  were  oo  General  Smith's  ibd- 
tion, 

Ayes  40  ;  Noes  97.      Majority  57. 

Another  divifion  took  place  on  the  propofition  formakii^tb 
560CI.  to  the  Princcfs  liablo  to  the  payment  of  debts. 

The  Houfe  divided  :  Noes     131 

[Nobody  went  out  but  the  Tellers.]        Ayes 

The  remaining  claufcs  of  the  bill  were  gone  through  with  the 
amendments. —  Ordered  to  be  engroffcd,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  1 
third  time  on  Wedncfday  next,  if  then  cngrofled. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bir,  t' 
prevent  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  future  Princes  of  V.  a]:,-. 
from  getting  into  debt  fo  as  to  afteft  tlie  Public  in  the  paymcrit  i-J 
fuch  debts. 

Mr.  rCAVYS  fecondcd  the  motiorfr. 

Leave  was  granted ;  and  Sir  W.  Pultency,  Mr.  Powrsr  f-' 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  ordercv: 
to  prcj  are  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Under  die  rr,o:hn  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  the  bill  for  allow- 
ing a  joinrure  to  tJic  Princcfs  of  Wales  was  ordered  to  bcr^^o^ 
third  time  on  Wedncfday  next,  if  then  cngrofled. 

Yurfday^    li^th  June, 

The  order  of  the  day  beinj;  read*  for  the  Hoirfc  to  refolvc  iifdt  in- 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toconfider  of  the  pajxTs  rela- 
tive to  the  affair's  of  India,  tlie  Houfe  accordingly  refolvcd  itidlLw 
the  fald  Committee,   Mr.  Joddrell  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe,  and  faid,  that  although  the  ac- 
counts, on  which  the  attention  of  tiie  Houfe  was  tliat  night  to  ^^ 
engaged,  were  pretty  numerous,  and  of  a  nature  at  once  important 
and  extcnfivc,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  explain  tliem  full),  ^^^^^' 
out  trcffafling  very  long  on  the  indulj^ence  of  the  Houfe;  f^^^^'"'^ 
matters  contained  in  them,  though  various,  were  cntirdy  free  fo-''" 
perplexity.  Gentlemen  had  already,  he  fuppofcd,  infpccJcJ  tr- 
fcvcral  ai tides  contained  in   tiic  accounts  ;  it  viould,  tlicrcforJ,  l^* 
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nnneceflary  for  him  to  trouble  them  \rith  preliminary  matter ;  he 
tvould,  therefore,  without  farther  preface,  proceed  to  that  explana'- 
tion  which  the  nature  of  his  duty  demanded  from  him,  firft,  ftating 
xl\e  particular  accounts,  and  finally,  the  refult  of  the  whole  taken 
together. 

%  The  fiift  branch  of  this  explanation  was  to  be  dire6ted  to  the  ffatc 

of  the  revenues  in  India,  after  deducing  the  various  charges,  as  the 

foundation  of.  the  capital  of  the  Company  for  carrying  on  their 

trade  :    and  the  next,  to  the  iituation  of  the  Company's  trade  at 

home,    as  ariiing  out  of,  and  conneded   with,  thofc  revenues.— 

Fronn  both  thofc  he  was  to  draw  a  general  refult,  and  fhew.to  the 

Houfe  how  far  the  circumftances   of  the  Company,  were  better  or 

worfe  than  when  he  had  laft  the  honour  of  laying  the  affairs  of  India 

befoTc  them.      In  doing  this,  Benga]  naturally  prefented  itfelf  firfl ; 

and  here  he  would  remark,  that  the  accounts  had  been  made  up 

'With  fuch  a  degree  of  accuracy,  that  he  ihould  not  have  occalion  to 

entet  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  articles  which  compofed  them,  un- 

'kfs  feme  pcrfon  (hould  call  upon  him  to  folve  fome  doubts  rcfpedl-* 

ing  them.  *  ' 

The  Houfe  would  recolleft,  that  in  forming  his  cftimates  of  the 
probable  produce  of  the  revenues,  charges,  &c.  of  the  Company, 
I  he  had  always  adopted  the  mode  of  ftating  an  average  of  the  laft  three 
years,  and  alfo  the  eftimate  and  adual  accounts  for  the  laft  year,  and 
the  eftimate  for  the  future.  According  to  this  mode,  the  accounts 
were  made  up,  which  he  (hould  ftate  particularly  in  pounds  fter- 
ling,  agreeable  to  the  refpc<3ive  valuation  of  the  current  coins  at 
the  different  fettlcments. 

B£NGAL« — Current  Rupees  at  2S. 
Revenues. 

No.  I.  Average  revenues  of  3  years,  1791-2  to  1793-4  5»42S»3J7 

No.  IL  Eftimatcd  amount  of  revenues  for  1793-4        -  5»432,768 

The  adual  amount  in  that  year  —  5,871,946 

Revenues  more  then  eftimatcd  —  439,178 

Charges. 
No.  Ill,  The  charges  for  1793-4  were  eflimatcd  atL  3> 2 38,346 

Adtual  amount  ■        3»33J»978 

« 

Charges  more  than  cftimated  ■  93>63* 

The  nd^ual  account  was  therefore  better  than  the 

eftimate  —  —  —        345,546 


And  the  a«5lual  nett  revenue  in  the  year  wras  2,^^9,968 
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No*  I«     Revenues  arc  eftimatcd  to  amdunc  to  —  $,;8o,6o6 

No,  II.  And  charges  to  —  ■  •  3,278,634 

EftJmated  nett  revenues  for  the  following  year  2,301,971 
The  excefs  of  the  revenue  above  the  eftimate  in  1793-4,  arofe, 
firft,  out  of  the  land  revenue,  partly  from  the  paying  up  of  arrears, 
and  partly  from  an  incrcafe  in  the  current  revenue  ;  fccondly,  fkwn 
an  increafc  of  the  revenue  from  fait,  above  the  eftimate  ;  a  clear 
proof,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the  price  was  raiftd,  that  the  con- 
fumption,  and  confcqucntly  the  population  of  the  country,  were  in- 
creafed.  ' 

The  excefs  of  the  charges  above  the  eftimate  arofe  fix)m  an  addi- 
tional donation  to  the  army,  amounting  to  46,729!.  more  than  die 
fum  fettled  by  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  and  an  increafc  of  charges 
upon  fait \ind  opium,  to  the  amount  of  77,156!. — Dedu6Ung  tfic 
excefs  of  charges  from  the  excefs  of  revenue,  the  actual  account 
was  better  than  the  eftimate  by  545,5461. 

Hefaw  ho  reafon  to  think  that  the  revenue   for  1704-5  would 
be  lefs  produftive  than  for  the  year  preceding  ^  but  it  had  always 
been  his  wifti  to  take  the  eftimate  fo  low,  as  to  leave  no  chance  of 
tJie  actual  amount  falling  fliort  of  it.     Such  were   the  dire£Hons 
which  had  long  fince  been  given  to  the  Company's  fcrvants  in  In- 
dia ;  and  upon  this  principle  it  was,  not  upon  any  ground  of  dif- 
truft,  that  the  eftimate  was  taken  lower  than  the  actual  produce  of 
1793-4.      In  the  account,  No.  II.,  the  Committee  would  fee  an 
article  for  the  charges  of  the   Dcwanny  and  Nizamut,  City  and 
ZiJla  Adawlu^s,  of  the  Police  eftablifliments,  and  Courts  of  Ap- 
peal.    I^hefe  charges  appeared  for  the  firft  time  fep«irately  ftated 
in  the  accounts,  becaufe,  as  it  had  been   thought  pn)per,  for  the 
prote<5tion  and  convenience  of  the  natives,  to  feparatc  the  provincial 
jurifdi6lions  from  the  collctftion  of  the  revenue,  it  liad  alfo  been 
thought  proper  to  fcparate  the  charges,  and  tlie  change  took  place  in 

1793- 

Madras. — Pagoda  at  8s. 

I. 

No,  VI,  The  revenues  for  1703-4  were  cftimated  at      —     2,232,077 

Adtual  amount  _—  • 2,iio,oH9 

Lcfs  than  cfll mate  «  —        121,988 

The  charges  were  eflimatccl  at  ■  »    ■  1,701,298 

Anc  announted  to  *—  >         I>999i37^ 

More  than  cflimated  -^    ■  >*■■■  298,078 

The  a(fbual  account  iva:  therefore  worfc  than  the 

cflimatc  ~—  .  —        420,066 
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Estimates,  1794-5. 

No.  IV.  The  revenues  are  cftimatedto  amount  to        —       i»855>3i7 

No,  V,   Aud  the  charges  to  ■  —      1,782,247 

F. Rim at^d  nctt  revenue  in  that  year    '      /  73*070 

He  could  not  give  an  average  of  tlirce  years  from  Madras,  for 
fcLiil  reafons.  During  the  war,  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  paid  a 
T'olidy  to  this  Prefidency  ;  a  new  arrangement  had  been  made  with 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  which  required  time  to 
be  carried  into  effect,  as  did  alfo  the  regulations  for  fettling  and 
collecting  the  revenues  of  the  countries  ceded  by  Tippoo. 

The  caufcs  of  the  deficiency  in  the  atSual  amount  of  the  reve- 
nue in  1793-4.  were,  that  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  had  paid  the  year 
before  a  lack  of  rupees  before  it  was  due,  and  had  not  made  a  fimi- 
lar  advance  in  payment  the  next.  In  the  treaty  wltli  the  Nabob, 
the  Copipany  agreed  to  take,  as  part  of  his  fubfidy,  the  tribute  pay- 
able to  him  by  the  fouthern  polygars,  becaufe,  he  calling  for  the 
tribute  as  his  neceflities  urged  him,  and  they  refufing  to  f)ay,  the 
Company,  as  holding  the  fword,  were  frequently  called  upon  to  in- 
terfere, and  therefore  it  was  thought  more  a'dvifcable  to  take  the 
collcelion  of  the  tribute  at  once  into  their  own  hands  :  this  tribute 
was  not  yet  regularly  paid,  although  there  was  no  doubt  that  it 
^  ould,  ^  when  the  pol}'gars  found  by  experience  that  they  were  only 
to  be  called  upon  regularly,  not  according  to  our  neceflities,  but  ac- 
cording to  our  eftablKhcd  rights  ;  the  northern  circars  had  alfo  fuf- 
fcred  by  famine  a  few  years  ago,  from  which  they  were  not  yet  re- 
covered, and  fome  diilurbanccs  had  alfo  taken  place  in  fomc  of 
them :  thefe  different  circumftances  occafioned  a  defalcation  of  re- 
venue. 

The  cKcefs  of  charges  in  that  year  was  accounted  for  by  an^ad- 
dltional  donation  to  the  army  ferving  in.  the  war  againft  Myfore, 
amounting  to  146,5501.  and  the  cxpenccs  attending  the  capture  of 
Pondicherrv',  173,0421.  ;  thefe  two  articles  were  more  than'  the 
cxcefs  above  the  ellimate,  the  charges  having  been  lefs  in  fomc 
other  articles. 

By  the  eftimate  for  1794-5,  the  revenue  exceeded  the  charges 
by  73,0701.  He  was  fir  from^ faying  that  Madras  did  not  hold 
out  a  more  flattering  profpjct ;  but  even  this  was  fufficient  to  juftify 
ail  the  calculations  he  had  ever  offered  to  the  Houfe  rcfpcvSing  it, 
^^hich  never  wt^nt  farther  tl;an  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  able  to  pay 
its  own  current  cxpenccs.  lie  hoped  that  it  vrould  foon  be  able  to 
d'j  much  more. 
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Bom  BAY.— ^Rupees  at  ss.  3d. 

No.  XL  The  revenues  for  1793-4,  were  eftimated  at  277,898 

And  amounted  to  ■  .       —  l^^t'^K 

Being  more  than  cflimated  — —  34.4.66 

The  charges  were  cftimarsd  at  ■  696,1 79 

^  And  amounted  to  -»—  —  783,791 


More  than  cfti  mated  — —  87,651 

^  The  adual  account,  therefore,  worfe  than  the 

cftimate  ■  __  5311S6 

*'  ■ 

"No.  VII.   The  revenues  in  1794-5,  are  efii mated  to  amount  to  554,8S3 
No.  VIII.  And  the  charges  to  —  ^p—     7S7>5$i 

Eflimated  charges  ciore  than  the  revenues  402,66$ 

From  Bombay,  an  average  of  three  years  wpuld  be  of  no  ufc, 
bccaufe  great  part  of  the  rcvcaue  arofe  from  territory  ceded  by  Tip- 
pcx>  Sultan  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  the  coUedlions  of  which 
were  not  yet  accurately  afcertaincd.  The  excefs  of  charges  in  tfctf 
year  1793-4  above  the  eftimate,  arofe  from  the  increafc  of  marine 
cxpence  occaHoned  by  the  war  ;  from  a  donation  to  the  army,  anJ 
from  the  cxpenccs  occafioned  in  that  year  by  the  neccflity  of  employ- 
ing natives  in  addition  to  the  Company's  fcrvants,  for  afccrtai/lI^^g 
and  colledling  the  revenues  of  the  ceded  countries.  This,  in  the 
firft  inftancc,  was  a  mcafurc  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  neccflity;  tiic 
benefits  of  wliicli  would  remain  when  the  expencc'bad  ccafed- 

Bencoolen  and  Islands. 

Revenue  on  an  average  of  3  years,  at  Fort  Marlborough  4*^4® 

Supplies  from  Bengal  to  ditto,  Pinang^  St.  Helena,  &c.  efii* 

mated  for  1793-4                .  77,000 

No.  XVIII,  Aftual  amount                 .  66,5>5 

No.  XI.  Eftyiiatcd  to  be  fuppHcd  in  1794-5  io|,^3« 

The  eftimate  of  fupplics  to  thefe  fcttlcments  in  I794-S» '^^^ 
conlidcrably  above  both  the  eftimated  and  th^  adual  amount  for  the 
year  before,  for  wWch  he  could  affign  no  reafon,  as  it  had  bcra 
tranfmittcd  to  him  without  any  explanation. 
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General  State  of  RfiVEt^uEs  and  Charges  in  India. 

^oCaI  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  £, 

1793-4,  as  above  dated  '— •  . Sf^94i399 

^ Ha  r-gcs  of  ditto,  (indiding  66,358!.  fupplies  to  Bencoo- 

&c.)  —  —  —  6,i8i,j04 


t.eTr«nues  more  tban  charges  ■     *  *^      2,112,89$ 

citereiloD  debts  paid  from  this  fum  -  458104.3 

surplus  revenues  ■  1,654,852 

^<kl  import,  fales,  and  certificates  —  —  475*994 

^Vmount  applicable  to  the  provtfion  of  invefimtnts,  pay- 
ment of  commercial  charges,  &c.  (exclufive  of  jo^oodl. 
gained  by  ifluing  notes)  —      a,i  50,846 

By  "No.  XVIII.  it  appeared  that  there  had 

been  api^ed  to  thefe  purpofes,  at  Bengal,  /.                     £. 

in  the  year                      »                    —  1^402,038 

By  No«  XIX.  at  Madras,  in  the  year     —  404,648 

By  No.  XX.  at  Bombay,  in  the  year  —  328,348 
By  No.  XXII.  goods  (hipped  from  Bcncoo- 

lea,  in  the  year            —                     —  12,618 

Amount  applicable  to  inveflments,  &c.  as  above  ftated  2,130,846 

Ja  the  eilimate  made  in  February,  1793,  the  fum  dated  wis     V95139S77 

More  in  1793*4  than  in  that  eftimate  -—  617,269 

By  the  above  account  it  appeared  that  more  had  been  applied  to 
the  inveftments,  &c.  than  the  furplus  revenues,  and  the  amount 
of  (ales  and  certificates.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  Profit  and 
Lofs  Account  upon  internal  trade,  and  the  profit  upon  the  ififuing 
of  promiflbiy  notes. 

^  It  might  be  faid  that  he  had  rated  the  furplus  too'  high,  fincc  it 
wisfwelled  by  the  payment  of  401,8261.  from  Tippoo  Sultan.— 
THii,  he  admitted,  was  ah  extraordinary  article  of  income  ;  but  on 
the  o9kc..fide  of  the  account  were  included  extraordinary  articles  of 
expenditure,  as  the  additional  donations  to  the  army,  and  expenses 
occafioned  by  the  prefent  war^  to  the  amount  of  500,0001. 
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Estimates  for  i794-$< 


Total  revenues  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bo;nbay,  eftimated  ^. 

^794-S  .  .      — .  .    7>79c>»8o7 

Total  charges,  ditto,  (including  104,632].  fuppUcs  to  Ben- 

coolen,  &c,  *      *—  • 5»9*3iO^S 

1,867,74^ 

Dcdu6t  intcrcfl  on  debts,  per  No.  XVL  —  437,047 

Eftimatcd  furplus  revenue  1,430,697 

Add,  per  No.  XV.  £flimated  Tales  of  imports,  and  amount 

of  certificates  —         380,669 

Amount  eftimatcd  to  be  applicable  to  inveftments,  payment 

of  commercial  charges,  &c.  &c.  •—  —     1,811,366 

In  the  eftimate  for  Bengal,  every  article  of  income,  except  the 
Police  tax,  was  taken  under  the  aSual  produce  for  laft  year,  to  an 
amount  altogether  of  near  300,000!.,  fo  that  there  was  no  ground 
to  fear  a  defalcation ;  the  net  revenues  from  thefc  cftimates,  he 
obferved,  confiderably  exceeded  thofe  on  which  his  calculations  were 
founded.! n  1793.    . 

Debts  in  India. — Current  Rupees  at  is. 
Amount  owing  by  the  Company,  ftatei  to  the  Houfe  laft  [,. 

year  ^  —  —       7,857»405 

Amount  by  the  Litcft  advices  (No.  XVL)  7«305rt62 

Dec  reafc  —  551 ,943 

C.  Rs.  /. 

The  debt  transferred  in  the  year  (No.  XVII.)  98,5(^035 
Of  which  allowed  in  the  arcomus  ot  laft  vear, 

by  No.  XVI.  o^'iluji  ti..ic  —         31,36,646 

Rc!i\.i»  .   transfcrr<rd  67,22,389 

The  c'r  jts  bcarinj;^  intercft  laft  year  amounted  to        —    ' 
Arnv^uut  bearing  intercft  at  prcfcnt,  per  No.  XVI. 

Dccreafc  of  debt  bearing  intereft  — 

Amount  of  intereil  pn yablc  by  laft  year's'  accounts  — 

Amount  of  intercft  payable  by  No.  XVI.  — 

Lcfs  to  be  paid  for  intercft  on  the  debts  per  annum         —  80,778 

Although  the  Jptal  rcdudlion  of  Jcbt  was  only  55'>943l.  thcrc- 
duftion  of  dcl,t    bearing  intercft  was  725,0291.      It  was  fdr  the 


67^^-39 

6,522,328 

S»597i299 

725,029 

437.047 
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advantage  of  the  Company  to  reduce  the  debt  bearing  intcrclV  asr 
xnuch  as  poiTibley  although  the  amount  of  debt  not  bearing  intcreil 
fliould  be  increafed  as  much  as  coidd  be  kept  outftandingi  without 
injuring  their  credit. 

Assets  in  India. — Current  Rupees  at  is. 

Oa.fli»  goods,  debts,  &c.  at  the  fevcral  fettlements,  flated  /^, 

in  lad  year's  account  at                ■                                 —  8,733,796 

Per  No.  XXI.  of  thcprefent  ftatcments              8,807,600 

Incrcafc                73>8o4. 

Adding  this  to  the  decreafc  of  debts,  the  Company's 

affairs  appear  better  in  thcfe  refpcAs  in  India  by  625,747 

Home  Accounts. 

^Ir.  Duodas  obferved,  that  in  1703  he  had  dated  the  average 
of  the  three  lad  annual  Tales  ot  the  £afl-India  Company's 

goods,  viz.  from  1 790  to  17939  the  amount  of  which  was  5, 103,094. 

I  n  the  lall  year,  the  falcs  had  exceeded  the  largcfl  of  thofe 
year's  fales,  and  amounted  to  418,764!.  more  than  that 

average,  the  total  falc  in  1794*  having  been               —  5,521,858 

The  cdimate  for  that  year  was            —                  — ^  S>364»358 

•^■"^~^~^'~™* 

The  adlual  amount,  therefore,  exceeded  thecdimatc  'S7»5oo 

Amount  received  for  goods  fold  in  this  year  was,  per 

No.  XXIII.                —                                  5*392,966 

Being  Icfs  than  cdimatcd  laft  year    —  55*892 

Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade^  were  edimated  at  70,000 

Adual  amount,  per  No.  XXIII.  ^2,459 

Lcfs  than  cdimatcd                  7>S4i 

In  the  cdimateof  February,  1793,  the  amount  of  falcs, 
profit  on   private  trade,  and  inter^d  on  annuities,  after 

paying  annuitants,  was                5,094,527 

Actual  a^iiount  lad  year                         »                          —  5,620,544 

' ». 

More  than  in  that  edimate            —  526,017 

Charges  in  that  edimate — Dividends  at  8  per  cent.        —  3,889,106 

Paid  lad  year — Dividends  at  io|  per  cent.                 —  4,467,787 

Charges  more  than  in  that  edimate  578,687 

The  difference  therefore  was  only  52,670 


•  Goods  fold  in  privitc  trade  this  year  amo   jntcd  to  — ^  ».053'J^2 

So  tliai  toial  India  goods  fold  in  the  year    Drat  — —  6,^7^:^29 

4Ga 
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By  which  film  the  furplus  of  fales,  &c.  abore  the  ordin«y 
f  aymcDts  laft  year,  was  lefs  than  he  had  conputed  upoo 
in  making  the  arrangement  with  the  Company  in  1793* 
But  4i6«9o61.  being  pud  for  tea  in  that  year  on  the  Con- 
tinent, ana  933^095!.  of  India  transferred  debt  diicharged 
and  i4o,6jol.  of  bonds  paid  ofi^  abibrbed  that  furplui, 
and  drained  theTreafury,  fo  that  they  could  not  pay  the 
500,000!.  to  Government,  '  J^ 

The  amount  efttmated  to  be  received  in  the  prefent  year  for 

goods  fold  is,  per  No.  XXIIL  •—  — —     5fS49«$oo 

And  profit  on  private  trade  ■  —  6o,oco 

The  charged  are  climated  nearly  equal  to  the  receipts  and 

ca(h  in  hand,  and  no  furplus  expected  adequate  to  the 

payment  of  the  India  transferred  debt  in  this  year. 
But  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  the  India 

debt  paid  off  in  the  laft  two  years,  had 

amounted  ^. 

In  1793,  to       1,008,637 

1794^  —  933*095 

— >i94't7i^ 

IVlore  by  941,732!.  than  directed  by  the  a£t  of  1793.    In 

the  prefent  year  490,6471.  is  eftimated  to  be  difcharged, 
if  the  receipts  ihall  be  fuffictent.  The  general  refult  of 
the  Home  Accounts  would  appear  from  the  following 

ilatemcnt : 

Debts  at  Home. 

The  debts*  including  the  debt  transferred  from  India, 
amounted 

In  March,  1794,  to        7,006,500 

In  March,  1795,  ^^        *—         ^^<^VZ 

Lefs  in  March  laft  —  60,177 

Assets. 

Affets  at  home  and  afloat,  z  ft  of  March  laft,  ftated  in  No. 

XXIII.  at                —                               —  —    10,413,354 

Similar  articles  valued  laft  year  at  9,8881836 

More  in  M*rch  laft  5^41518 

Addins:  decreafe  of  debts  to  xncreafeofailets,  the  Company's 

affairs  appear  better  at  home  by    ......       5^4>^> 

China  and  St.  Helena. 

The  balance  of  quick  ftock  at  China  and  St.  Helena,  was  in 

laft  year's  accounts  in  favour  of  the  Company  —       1,080,881 

By  the  laft  accounts  ftated  in  the  fccond  No.  I.  —  979iiS^ 

Balance  lefs  at  prefent  101,713 
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GsKe&AL  Result  of  the  Compasison  op  the  last 

AND  PRESENT  YeAR's  ACCOUNTS. 

Debcs  lefs,  and  afiets  morcy  in  India                    — ^  62  $9,747 
.     -            at  home-           —                —   *  5^4«%j 

1,210,442 

Balance  Icfs  in  China  and  St.  Helena                —  101,723 


1,108,719 


Add  for  the  balance  of  bills  drawn  and  cargoes  (hipped  fr«m 
India,  after  clofing  the  accounts  there,  compared  with  the 
la£l  year's  ftatements  —  —  305»53® 

^■^        I'  ' 
The  Company's  a&irs  better  with  rerpe£l  to  debts 

and  aflcts  <    ■  — 7-       1,412,249 

Thisfum,  taken  from  comparing  the  ftock  per  computation 
T*?o.  I.  with  the  account  No.  XXIV.  laid  before  the  Houfe 
laft  year — 
The  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company,  per  No.  I.  is  '      —     5*493)774 
In  laft  year's  account  the  amount  was  ■  ^—        4,081,525 

The  Company's  alTsdrs  better  in  March  179J  1,412,249 


The  fales,  he  had  already  obfervcd,  had  produced  more  in  the 
laft  year  than  the  average  of  the  three  moft  produaive  years  ever 
known,  and  were  greater  than  the  largeft  of  thofe  years.  On  the 
whole  of  the  Company's  receipts  and  payments  for  the  lad  year,  the 
refult  was,  that  the  a<5hial  account  was  better  than  the  eftimatc  by 
203,4051.  the  balance  eftimated  to  remain  in  March  lad,  having 
been  230,9261.  and  the  aiflual  amount  being  434^33 il-  befides 
which,  it  was  eftimated  that  2oo,oool.  would  be  borrowed  on 
mortgage  of  the  annuities,  but  in  faft,  only  ioo,oool.  was  bor- 
rowed, although  the  balance  was  fo  much  larger. 

If  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  at  home,  it  might  be  afked, 
why  they  had  not  been  called  upon  to  pay  the  500,000!.  due,  or 
fuppofcd  to  be  due,  to  the  Public  ?  Without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
the  right  to  call  for  payment,  he  would  anfwcr,  that  it  would  have 
been  imprudent.  The  debt  to  be  transferred  annually  from  India 
was  calculated  in  1793,  at  500,0001.  per  annum,  but  before  the 
iiiftnidions  reftriding  it  to  that  fum  could  reach  India,  bills  to  a  far 
greater  amount  had  been  fent  over,  of  which  a  million  fell  due  in 
the  preceding  year,  and  933*0951.  in  the  laft  year.  In  the  laft 
year  alfo,  they  had  expended  41 6,9961.  for  the  purchafc  of  teas  on 
the  Continent.  All  the  eftimatcs  of  freight,  &c.  were  made  upon 
a  peace  eftabliftiment,  and  now  tbcy  muft  be  paid  upon  a  war  eftab- 
lilhment.    They  were  eftimated  in  1 793  at  690,6701.  and  in  the 
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laft  year  upwards  of  8oo,oool.  was  paid  ;  yet  this  was  not  all  diat 
ought  to  have  been  paid,  for  three  of  the  Company's  fhips  wai:  vcxy 
wifely  detained  in  India,  and  convertfed  intocruizcrs  for  die  protec- 
tion of  the  country  trade.   The  arrear  of  fircight,  &c.  due  upon  thefe 
(hips,  would  be  to  be  paid  this  year,  which,  with  the  other  charge 
of  the  fame  defcription,  is  eftimated  to  amount  to  1,6069649!.     A 
laigc  fum  was  alfo  expedled  to  become  due  in  this  year  for  bills  of 
exchange,  and  on  the  whole,  after  paying  the  amount  of  India  debt 
ftated  in  the  eftimate,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  their  cafh  ac- 
count of  371,8381.,  on  the  firft  of  March  1796.     Under  fuch 
circumftances  would  it  be  advifcable  to  prefs  them  for  the  500,000!. 
to  the  Public  ?  They  were  allowed  to  increafe  their  bonded  debt  from 
two  millions  to  three,  which  they  had  not  had  cccafion  to  do,  and 
confcquently  had  a  credit  of  a  million,  if  they  (hould  want  it  next 
year.      Why  not,  it  would  be  afked,  make  ufe  of  this  credit  to  pay 
the  Public  ?   In  cafe  of  exigency  en  the  part  of  the  Public,   they 
might  have  been  called  upon,  as  this  credit  was  given  them  to  pay 
the  extra  debt  transferred  from  India,  and  if  they  had  iflued  bonds 
for  that  purpofe,  there  would  have  been  a  furplus  in  their  trcafury 
for  the  Public  ;  but  in  confvrquencc  of  the  war,  they  muft  either  have 
iiTucd  thofe  bonds  at  a  difcount,  or  raifed  the  intpreft  nearly  as  high 
as  die  intereft  produced  by  their  ftock,  which  would  have  bxought 
upon  them  all  tlieir  out-ftanding  bonds  bearing  four  per  cent,  intereft. 
Again,  it  might  be  afked,  why  they  did  not  rather  apply  their  fur- 
plus  revenue  in  India,  to  paying  off  their  India  debt,  rather  than 
inveft  ijt  in  trade,  upon  which  they  had  to  pay  900,000!.  additional 
freight?   In  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  the  principle 
adopted  throughout  was  to  make  London  as  much  as  pofTible  the 
emporium  of  all  the  trade  from  India.    It  was  with  this  view,  too, 
that  he  had  propofcd  to  allow  Indian  (hipping  to  tranfport  goods  to 
Eurc^e ;  for  without  thefe  provilions  the  whole  private  trade  and 
private  fortunes  of  the  Company's  fervants  would  become  a  capital  to 
the  Danes  and  Swedes  to  carry  on  the  Imlia  trade,  and  underfeUus 
in  foreign  markets.     T'herefore,  though  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  contradting  their  trade  for  the  prcfent,  and  applying  the  money 
to  tlic  payment  of  their  debts,  bearing  intereft,  might  be  attended 
with  a  faving  to  the  Company,  ftill  he  would  maintain  it  to  be  bad 
policy  to  do  fo;  for  if  the  trade  was  diminiftied^  the  (hipping  muft 
of  courfe  be  diminifhed  alfo,  whicli,  as  thofe  (hips  were  of  a  kind 
applicable  only  to  that  particular  purpofe,  would   materially  injure 
the  c:!pitals  of  men  l.iid  out  in  that  trade  ;  beiides,  it  would,  only 
for  tlic  fake  of  a  temporary  gain,  encourage  other  nations  to  take  up 
the  trade. 
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As  author  of  the  propofltions  in  1 793,  when  the  new  charter  was 
grarited,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take  care  that  the  Pub- 
lic ihould  know  whether  in  the  eftimates  and  calculations  on  which 
lie  grounded  thofe  propofi^ions,  he  had  taken  an  exaggerated  view  of 
tlic  revenues  of  India,  or  of  the  appropriations  of  them  ;  it  was  for 
tliat  rcafon  he  had  been  fo  particular  in  making  the  foregoing  ftate- 
ments  to  the  Houfc,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  as  in  the  revenues, 
(o  in  the  falcs  at  home,  his  eftimates  had  been  greatly  exceeded, 
tHough  the  Company  laboured  under  great  difadvantages  by  detention 
of  fhips,  and  though  the  want  of  coaft  goods  obliged  them  to  narrow   • 
thieir  fales — had  it  not  been  for  thofe  difadvantages,  the  excefs  would 
liave  amounted,  no  doubt,  to  a  very  confid'erablc  fum.    - 

If  he  looked  to  India,  he  faw  no  circumftance  that  did  not  lead 
to  confidence  in  the  increafing  profperity  of  the  country.     The  inr- 
creafed  confumption  of  fait  in  Bengal  was  a  clear  proof  of  incrcafcd 
population.      Since  the  benefits  of  a  regular  and  fixed  mode  of  coU 
lc<5ling  the  revenues  were  felt,  the  landholders  were  not  only  paying    . 
their  afleffment  pundlually,  but  paying  up  their  old  arrears.    When 
a  fyftem  of  law  and  juftice  was  eftabliflied,  which  afforded  equal 
prote<3ion  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor ;  when  the  tenure  ty  which 
men  held  their  property  was  rendered  permanent  inftead  of  precarious; 
when  the  natives  began  to  feel  that  they  had  a  deep  intereft  in  the 
ftability  of  the  Britifh  government,  there  was  ever)'  reafon  to  believe 
■that  the  wealth,  population,  and  profperity  of  the  country  would 
keep  progreflively  and  rapidly  advancing.     The  fame  hopes  might 
be  entertained  of  Madras.     Taking  the  collection  of  the  tribute 
which  the  fouthcrn  Polygars  were  bound  to  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  Company,  was  a  wife  meafure.      The)'  would  foon  learn  that  • 
our  dcmjyids  were  regulated  by  our  rights,  not  by  our  ncccffities, 
and  the  difiicultics  in  obtaining  payment  would  ceafc.      The  north- 
em  Circars  were  not  fo  much  improved  as  they  were  capable  of  be- 
ing, or  as  they  dcfcrvcd  to  be.    The  firft  ftcp  towards  improvement 
was  to  give  fccurity  with  refpedt  to  perfons  and  property,  and  this, 
perhaps  could  not  be  eflrcfted  fo  well  as  by  gradually  introducing  the 
fyftem  which  had  been  introduced  into  Bengal.     Then  would  the 
prefidency  of  Madras  not  only  pay  its  own  expences,  but  in  the 
courfe  of  ten  years  fiamifti  a  furplus  for  an  inveftmcnt,  without  draw- 
ing upon  the  treafury  of  Bengal.     On  this,  however,  lie  begged  to 
be  under  flood  as  founding  no  cftimate ;  he  merely  mentioned  it  as 
•one  of  many  reafons  for  being  perfuaded  thqre  was  no  danger  of  de- 
falcation.    The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Bombay,  where  a  large  ter- 
ritory on  the  Malabar  coaft  had  been  ceded  to  us  by  Tippoo  Sultan. 
The  revenues,  it  was  true,  had  fallen  I2o,oool.  (hortof  tlic  fum 
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at  which  they  were  vair  A  by  Tippoo*;  but  in  the  oourfc  of  three 
years  they  had  ix\M  reguhrly  incr^afing^,  as  might  naturally  btf  ti- 
pectcd  under  a  better  government.  It  was,  however,  to  be  rcool- 
Icfled  that  rhcfc  provinces  had  n'^t  long  em^ged  from  thecalamidcs 
of  ^'ar,  and,  of  ccurre,  couM  not  be  fuppofed  to  yield  the  full  ex- 
tent of  iheir  roil  revenues.  In  the  courfe,  however,  of  three  years, 
the  amount  of  thcfc  revenues  had  progreflively  increafcd.  "  In  the 
firft  year  the  amount  had  been  about  four,  in  the  fecond,  eleven, 
and  the  third  was  cftimared  at  feventeen  lacks  of  rupees  ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  might  be  inferred,  that  if  a  fimilar  fyftem  with  that  of  Ben- 
gal (hould  be  introduced  in  thefe  valuable  acquilitions,  the  cffed 
would  be  an  incrcafc  of  revenue. 

While  fuch  were  the  fituation  and  profpefls  of  the  Company  in 
India,  there  was  furely  nothing  difcouraging  in  the  (late  of  their  af- 
fairs at  home.     In  time  of  war,  and  when  the  markets  of  a  great 
part  of  Europe  were  (hut  againit  them,  their  fales  were  greater  than 
they  had  ever  been  before.     Could  it  be  apprehended  they  ivould 
be  lefs  on  the  return  of  peace,  when  all  the  markets  of  Europe  would 
be  open,  and  all  the  piivate  trade  from  India  brought  home  in  the 
Company's  fliips  ?  He  was  far  from  putting  the  India  trade  upon 
the  footing  of  an  cxclufivc  monopoly  ;  he  (hould  have  no  objection 
to  open  the  trade  of  India  to  every  nation  of  the  world  that  chafe 
to  trade  thither  on  the  produce  of  its  own  induftry,  or  its  own  wealdL 
XVe  were  fovereigns  in  India,  as  well  as  merchants,  and  it  was  our 
duty  to  adl  not  merely  in  the  narrow  views  of  a  commercial  mono- 
poly, but  to  advance  the  profperity  of  the  people  over  whom  we  were 
fovereigns.  But  while  wc  were  guided  by  this  liberal  fpirit  of  policy, 
we  .ought  not  at  the  fame  time  to  allow  other  nations  to  trade  to 
India  on  the  capital  of  Britiih  fubjefts,  or  oh  the  revenues  of  India, 
while  thofc  revertues  were  ours. 

After  (taring  thefe  circumftances  and  referring  to  the  prefent  far- 
'plus  of  the  Company's  receipts  as  fpecificd  in  the  accounts  before  the 
Houfe,  he  adverted  to  the  contingencies  which  muft  abridge  diat 
furplus  in  the  fubfequent  years. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  the  Company  eftimatcd  to  pay 
6o,oool.  bounties  to  fcamen. 

It  muft,  in  a  confidcrable  degree,  be  lefs,  from  the  provifion 
which  would  be  required,  in  order  to  do  jufticc  to  the  claims  of 
their  meritorious  armies. 

Before  our  acquilition  of  territories,  the  Company's  army  in  In- 
dia ^onfifted  only  of  the  requifitc  guards  for  thdr  fadories  or  feats  of 
trade  ;  they  had  now,  not  only  a  greater  military  force  to  keep  In 
conAant  pay  than  was  required  on  ordin^  occafic^s  for  Britain  and 
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ts  other  dependencies^  but  an  e(hbli(hment  equal  to  ihanj^  of  the 
militarj' powers  in  Europe ;  it  was,  indeed,  without  fuch  an  army, 
as  TtopolTiblc  to  proteft  the  provinces,  and  the  large  commercial 
^^onccmsof  the  Company,  as  to  make  that  army  efficier^j,  without 
ations  in  every  degree  applicable  to  the  duties  required  from  it. 
There  wcit  cqrtain  general  grounds  upon  which  it  would  be  rc- 
ifite  to  fix  the  arrangements  for  the  Company's  forces  in  India.  * 
In  the  firft  place,  the  Company  at  prefent  gave  no  higher  rank 
dicir  oldeft  officers  than  that  of  Colonel,  a  circumftance  which 
deprived  their  moft  experienced  and  meritorious  officers  of  that  pro- 
morion,  to  which  military  men  look  forward  as  their  heft  and  moll 
y&onourable  reward,  and  therefore,  he  would  propofe,  "  That  a  cer- 
**  tain  proportion  of  General  and  Field  Officers  (hould  be  allowed 
**  to  each  of  the-  military  cftablJiliments  in  India,"  a  regulation 
iKrhich  would  produce  a  general  pronv)iion  in  the  fubordinate  ranks 
of  their  army. 

In  the  neirt  place,  under  the  prefent  regulation,  an  officer  who 
miy  have  ferved  thirty  years  in  4ndia,  and  yet  who,  during  this 
dreary  fervice,  may. not  have  acquired  a  competency  to  enable  him 
to  return  to  his  friends  and  his  country,  muft  relign  his  rank  and 
his  pay,  or  remain  .in  exile.— He  would  therefore  propofe,  "  that 
'<  a  comfortable  and  honourable  retreat,  (hould,  after  a  certain  num- 
"  bcr  of  years  fervice,  be  aiForded  to  them."  TTiis  provifion  alfo 
would  have  its  efk&  of  accelerating  promotion  in  the  army. 

In  the  laft  place,  many  of  the  officers  who  went  at  an  early  period 

of  life  to  India,  experienced,  from  the  difference  of  climate,  the 

lofs  of  health ;  but  under  the  prefent  regulation,  by  returning  to 

Europe,  they  had  no  other  refource,  except  in  the  feelings  and 

charity  of  their  friendsi  without  which  they  muft  remain  in  India, 

and  fall  vi^ms  to  the  difeafes  of  the  climate :  he  would,  therefbre, 

propofe,  /*  that  under  medkal  certificates,  with  the  approbation  of 

♦*  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  and  the  governments  in  India,  offi- 

**  ccrs,  the  recovery  of  whofe  health  might  require  it,  (hould  be 

"  permitted  to  return  to  Europe,  without  lofs  eiihcr  of  rank  or  pay.'* 

Nor  would  he  limit  this  principle  to  the  ncccflity  arihng  from  want 

of  health  only,  for  he  would  propofe  (as  he  held  it  to  be  pJjiic,  as 

well  as  reafonaWe)  "  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  office*-?;,  in  ro- 

"  tatton,  fhould  be  allowed  to  re-vifit  their  native  country  upon 

"  furloughs,  without  the  lofs  either  of  rank  or  pay." 

Thefe  principle&'  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  general  ground  upon 

which  the  new  arrangements  for  the  Indian  army  (hould  proceed, 

and  he  would  fu^eft  a  plan  for  thefe  purpofcs  to  the  Company, 

who,  he  was  perfuadedi  would  feel  the  propriety  of  eflablilhing  a 
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liberal'arrangement  (or  their  armies,  whofe  (ervioes  they,  and  tbdi 
country,  wer^  re^y  to  acknowledge  aidd  to  reward. 

Mr.  Dundas  concluded  by  movii^  his  fiiit  refidutioo. 

M(.  HUSSEY  faid,  jdiat  he  did  not  fee  in  the  papers  on  the 
table  a  fiatement  of  any  debt  due  to  Government 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  replied,  that  the  £aft-India  Company 
Qontciuled  that  no  debt  was  due. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  laid,  he  had  always  doubted  whether  the  affiurs 
of  the  Company  were  in  fo  flouriihin^a  fituation  as  dicy  were  re- 
prefented,  bodi  from  thdr  want  of  an  increafe  of  capital,  and  from 
'  the  drcumftance  of  their  continually  borrowing  money^.  In  die  ac- 
counts of  the  year  1781,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  £iw  that 
the  balance  was.ftated  to  be  nearly  the  &me  as  that  of  die  prefent 
year ;  the  dificrence  was  only  a  fum  of  42,0001.  lefe,  Ti^ich  lefpcd 
to  the  prefcnt  year.  In  1781,  the  capital  was  only  a,8oa,oool. 
it  had  fmce  received  an  addition  of  upwards  of  4,ooo,oool«  He 
wiihcd,  ,then,  to  be  ihewn  where  was  the  increafe  of  profpeiity  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  that  at  die  period  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  alluded,  the  accounts  of  the  Company  were 
very  nluch  difputed  ^  they  were  then  involved  in  ohfcurity  and  em- 
barrafTmcnt ;  it  was  only  iince  th^  fyftem  of  rqgularity^  which  had 
within  thefe  few  years  bpen  introduced  by  his  right  honouiable  friend, 
that  they  could  be  relied  on  in  point  of  accur^.— The  fiur  way, 
then,  in  order  to  afcertain  their  comparative  improvement,  was  to 
take  fome  years  fince  the  conrnienconent  of  that  fyftem  adopted  by 
his  right  honourable  friend,  and  view  it  with  a  reference  to  the  fob- 
.  fcquent  years.  In  1 7 8 1  the  expences  of  the  war  were  fUll  going  on. 
It  had  not  been  pra^icable  till  after  repeated  orders  fent  to  India  to 
obtain  tlie  proper  returns  of  thofe  expences.     It  had  been  found  ne* 
ceiTar)',  that  debts  ilated  to  be  due  to  the  Company  (hould  be  ftruck 
offi  and  likewife  it  had  been  difcovered,  that  there  were  millions 
owing  by  them,  of  which  nothing  had  been  known.     If,  theiefore, 
for  fomc  };cars  there  had  been  no  appearance  of  improvement  in  the 
fiatc  of  the  Company's  finances,  it  was  not  becaufe  there  was  no 
real  improvement,  but  becaufe  his  ri^t  honourable  friend  had  dur* 
ing  thofe  years  been  engaged  in  winding  up  the  old  accounts.    He 
mentioned  1 786  as  the  firft  year  from  which  the  new  fyftem  bqgan 
to  operate. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  had  referred  to  the  year  1781,  not  from 
any  principle  of  feledlion,  but  merely  becaufe  thc-accounts  of  that 
year  happened  to  be  in  his  poflbllion. 

Genend  SMITH  exprefled  his  fatisfadtion  at  the  order  whick 
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Tig^t  honoumble  fecretaiy  had  introduced  into  his  annual  ftate- 

"TK^nt  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Eaft^India  Company.   Having  introduced 

rhis  praAice,  he  wiihed  he  would  cany  it  fkrthery  and  appoint  a 

i^rparate  day  for  the  difcuflion  of  his  ftatement,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 

B^jciget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  die  Houfe  might 

prepared  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  bulinefs,  and,  if  neceifaryy 

urge  their  objecUons.     So  far  from  there  being  any  profpeA  of  a 

<ilminution  of  the  profperity  of  the  Company,  he  tiiought  that  the 

r<e  vcife  was  likely  to  be  the  cafe.    He  ihould  confine  himfelf  to  the 

la.il  head  of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary.     He  was 

glad  to  find  the  cafe  of  the  officers  in  India  at  lad  likely  to  be  taken 

up.      He  could  not  tell  how  many  applications  had  been  made  to 

hint  on  the  fubjed.     He  (hould  now  read  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 

^airy  of  the  India  Houfe  to  one  of  the  oldeft  ofllicers  in  the  fervice  of 

Yhe  C^mpany.^    The  letter  was  an  application  to  know,  whether 

tile  officers  would  be  paid  their  arrears,  and  whether  fuch  of  them 

as  were  fick  and  wounded  would  be  allowed  a  paffage  ?     The  an* 

fwer  dated,  that  the  Diredors  could  not  comply  with  the  regueft^ 

but  that  they  were  ready  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  any 

individual  officer.  Men  could  not  be  fo  treated  without  feeling  moft 

feverriy.     But  he  fliould  prefs  the  fubjedt  no  farther,  relying  on  the 

pnimife.of  the  right  honourable  gcndeman,  that  fome  ficps  would  be 

taken  before  the  failing  of  the  next  (hips  for  India.     He  trufied^ 

that  the  fituation  of  the  officers  who  had  come  home  would  not  be 

overlooked,  and  that  fomething  would  be  done  to  refcue  them  from 

the  dependence  and  poverty  under  which  they  now  laboured.  Their 

cafe  was  fo  difgraceful  to  the  country  that  he  wondered  how  it  could 

at  all  have  been  fuflFered  to  exift. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  defired  the  honourable  gentleman  to  read  over 
die  three  laA  lines  of  the  letter  from  the  Sqpretary  of  the  India 
Houfe. 

General  SMITH  remarked,  that  he  did  ix>t  mean  any  refledion 
on  the  Court  of  Diredors ;  they  could  not  a£t  otherwife  till  a  new 
fyftem  was  adopted. 

Mr.  D.  SCOTT  faid,  lie  wiflied  to  do  away  any  un&vourable 
impreflion  that  the  perufal  of  the  letter  might  have  excited  on  the 
minds  of  the  Committee  with  refped  to  the  condud  of  the  Court 
of  DireSors.  He  challenge  th^  honourable  General  to  produce 
.  any  one  inftance  where  an  officer  who  had  made  application  to  the 
Court  had  been  negledled.  He  fbted,  that  the  effect  of,the  new 
arrangements  had  firft  taken  place.in  1786  ;  before  dut  period,  it- 
had  not  been  knourn  within  a  fum  of  three  oiillians^  what  was  the 
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amount  of  the  debt ;  and  fincc  that,  the  revenues  of  the  Conipanf 
had  been  increafed  two  millions  annually* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  the  Public  had  not  teas  at  the  pricts 
for  which  the  Company  had  bargained  to  fupply  them. 

Mr.  D.  SC0TT  replied,  diat  the  Company  were  obliged  to 
put  up  thjcir  teas  at  a  certain  price :  if  the  Public  paid  for  them  isort 
than  they  .were  woith,  it  was  their  own  fault.  ' 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  enforced  the  claims  and  the  ftiffcriiigs  of 
the  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  EaA-India  Company.  He  fidt  him- 
fclf  particularly  intereftcd  in  the  fubje£^,  as  many  of  them  had  been 
induced  to  come  to  this  country  in  confcquence  of  a  motion  whirfi 
he  had  fome  time  (ince  made  on  their  behalf.  .  He  recapitulated  &tc 
leading  points  of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of 
S:ate,  and  highly  commended  the  clear  and  convincing  manner  in 
which  they  were  flated. 

Colonel  WOOD  alfo  fvpportcd  the  claims  of  the  officers,  and 
^ifhcd  to  have  fomc  fpecific  engagement  from  one  of  die  Direclors 
on  their  behalf. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  alluding  to  what  had  fellen  fiom  Gc- 
neral  SmiJi,  faid,  it  m  as  the  firft  time  he  had  heard  any  attack  on 
the  Court  of  Dircflors,  for  their  coridu6V  to  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany, ,  Every  fervice  had  its  different  rules  t  the  officers  in  the 
King's  fervice  had  their  advantages,  as  had  likewife  thofe  in  the 
fervice  of  the,  Company.  A  Colonelhad  a  yearly  income  of 
io,oool. — He  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  pay  of  a  General* 
The  honourable  General  had  furcly  himfelf  no  reafon  to  complain* 

General  SMITH  exprcffed  himfelf  furprifed  at  the  treatment 
which  he  had  ju<^  received  from  his  old  friend.  He  had  made  no 
attnck  on  the  Court  of  Dirediors  ;  he  had  only  found  fault  widi  the 
fyftem  which  prevailed  with  rcfpefl  to  the  officers.  What  had  juft 
dropped  from  his  honourable  friend,  he  muft  fuppofe,  either  to  be 
the  tffc&  of  temporary  heat,  or  a  piece  of  good-humoured  railkr}' ; 
but,  as  it  feemcd  to  convey  a  perfbnal  infinuadon,  iie  de6ed  any  one 
to  find  a  iinglc  acSlion  to  blame  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life ;  and 
referred  to  the  teftimony  which  had  been  given  to  his  conduct  by  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  had  been  pa(&d  for  his  fervices  to  the  Com- 
pany. 

Sir  FHANCIS  BARINQ  explained  that  he  meant  no  peifcoal 
allufion. 

After  a  few  defultory  remarJts  from  Mr.  Huffey  and  Mr.  Disa^ 
das,  the  refolutions  were  fiiccefTiycly  put  and  earned. 

The  Houfe  was  then  rdurncdj  and  the  report  <»rdered  to  be  it* 
ceived  to-morrow,— Adjourned, 
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Wednejdtiy^    1 7//:?  Jv.ne. 

Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfchoid  reported  to  the  Houfc, 
^liat  their  Addrcfs  of  the  5th  day  of  this  inftant  Junfc  (that  His 
AfajeAy  Would  be  gracioufly  plcarcd  to  p;ue  dirccf^ions,  that  a  mo- 
nument be  ercftcd  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London^ 
^o  the  memory  of  Major  General  rhomar.  liundas ;  a«  a  tcftimony 
of  the  grateful  fenfe  entertained  by  this  Houfe  of  the  eminent  fcr- 
>ficcs  which  he  rendered  to  his  country,  particularly  in  the  reduction 
of  the  French  Weft- India  iflands,  and  which  occafioned  a  grofs  in- 
iulc  to  his  remains  in  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupo)  had  been  prefented 
to  His  Majefty ;    and  that  His  Majefty  bad  commanded  him  to 
acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  will  give  dircdions  as  dciired  by  the 
iaid  Addrefs.  . 

On  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  bill  allowing  a  million  and 
half,  to  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills  for  the  purjxMe  of  aiding  the 
credit  of  merchants  trading  in  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent's,  fhould 
be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife- to  obje<S  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill ;  he  meant  only  to  fay  a  few  words  with  rcfp'  ci  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  contended,  that  the  torcc  lent  t.)  that  quarter  had  been 
inadequate.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  a  former 
occafion,  afferted,  that  20,000  men  had  been  fcnt,  he  muft  have 
looked  to  the  orders  which  had  been  ilfued  for  fending  troops,  and 
not  to  the  number  which  had  aduallv  been  fent.  He  (hould  not, 
at  this  advanced  period  of  the  fcflion,  move  for  an  inquiry,  becaufc 
he  could  not  hope  that  the  Houfe  would  be  induced  to  agree  to  any 
ftop  which  would  compel  their  attendance.  If  he  could  be  perfuad- 
cd  that  the  Houfe  would  be  fcrioufly  difpofed  to  entertain  fuch  an  in- 
quiry, he  would  pay  to  it  the  utmoft  attention  in  his  power,  with 
whatever  inconvenience  it  might  be  attended  to  himfelf.  But,  he 
would  pledge  himfelf,  that,  upon  an  inveftigation  of  fa6ls,  it  would 
turn  out,  that  the  force  which  had  been  employed  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies was  not  fuch  a  force  as  was  deemed  fuflicient  for  the  purpofes 
of  the  expedition,  either  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  or  by 
MiniAers.  The  lofs  of  Guadaloupe  had  been  cither  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  fufficicnt  force,  or  the  failure  of  the  necert'ary  reinforce- 
ments. And  not  only  was  there  a  ncgledt  with  rcfpcft  to  fending 
a  fufEcient  mnnber  of  men,  but  alfo  with  refpedt  to  fupplying  the 
articles  required  for  tlie  ufe  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  fervice. 
It  had  been  urged  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  that  Sir  Charles 
Grey  had  Imd^  that  the  misfortunes  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  net 
lave  hajypenect  had  it  not  been  for  th^  death  of  G^eral  Dundas. 
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Had  Sir  Charles  Grey  given  fiich  an  opinion  in  writing?  had  he 
Ibted  it  for  the  purpofe  of  being  repeated?  or  had  be  not  cxjndikd 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  convey  a  difR^rent  meaning  ffom  thai 
which  was  inferred?  He  adverted  to  this  only  in  order  to  (bow  in 
yKhzt  a  carclcfs  way  (\atements  were  brought  forward,  which  might 
carry  with  them  an  appearance  as  if  they  had  come  from  autfanrity. 
Until  fuch  time  as  the  Houfe  (hould  agree  to  go  into  an  inqinry,  be 
had  a  right  to  fuppofe  tliat  the  blame  refted  with  MtmAers,  cither 
for  not  having  fcnt  an  adequate  force,  or  not  ha^dng  taken  proper 
mcafurcs  for  the  diftribution  of  that  force.  If  the  Hoofe  fhouU  nor 
be  now  difpofed  to  go  into  an  inquiry,  he  begged  at  leaft  that  the 
objcdt  nught  not  be  confiderod  as  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  (hot 
there  would  be  no  obftacle  to  fuch  an  inquiry  at  a  future  period,  oa 
pretext  of  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  ibrvrard. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  -  that  as  the  right  hanoimMe 
gentleman  had  himfelf  fuppofed  that  die  Houfe  would  not  be  cfif- 
pofed  to  agree  to  an  inquiry,  be  (bould  not  take  up  their  time  in 
aiguing  about  it.     He  (bould  only  repeat  what  he  had  aflcited  be- 
fore, that  the  force  originally  fent  to  die  Weft  Indies  had  been  fuch 
as  was  fuppofed  to  be  adequate  for  die  purpofes  of  the  expedition ; 
that  there  had  been  no  fubfequent  negledt  in  fending  proper  rein- 
forcements, and  that  the  failures  had  proceeded  from  drcumftances, 
which  could  not  have  been  forefeen  or  prevented  by  Minifters.— 
The  recent  difafters  wc  had  met  with,  he  attributed  in  die  firft  in* 
fiance,  particularly  the  lofs  of  Guadaloupe,   to  the  fudden  and  tin- 
fortunate  death  of  the  late  General  Dundas ;  and  in  the  feoond,  lo 
the  unexpcded  arrival  of  the  French. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  oi«  point  <Jnly  he  agreed  witfi 
the  right  honoumble  gentleman,  that  if  a  motion  for  inquiry  was 
made,  it  would  not  be  likely  to  fueceed,  and  on  this  ground  he 
fuppofed,  that  tire  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  much  inclined 
to  deal  in  aircrtions.  He  remarked  of  the  right  honouraUe  gen- 
tleman, that  whenever  Jie  ftood  upon  weak  ground,  where  he  was 
confcious  of  his  incapacity  to  make  a  defence,  diat  ihftead  of  wait- 
ing for  an  attack,  he  immediately  fallied  forth  to  daim  merit,  and 
challenge  applaufc.  Such  was  his  condud  with  rcfpe<ft  to  the  fyf- 
tem  purfucd  by  Adminiih^tion  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which,  amoiig 
all  tlie  abfurd  and  aflkilable  meafures  adopted  by  them  in  the  profe- 
cutlon  of  the  war,  was  the  moft  weak,  and  the  moft  vulnerable* 
He  aflced,  whether  Sir  Charles  Ore)',  fo  fiir  from  receiving  a  rein- 
forcement of  twenty,  ten,  or  Bve  thoufand  men,  had  received  even 
one  man  to  retain  pofleflTion  of  the  illands  which  he  had  oonqoered  i 
Inilcad  of  twenty,  not  above  ten  thoufand  men  b^d  been  tpat^  not 
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one  of  whom  arrived  in  proper  time.  As  to  the  affertion,  that 
CSuadaloupe  would  not  have  l)een  loft,  had  it  not  been  for  the  dearii 
of  General  Dundas,  he  knew  veiy  little  about  it,  not  more  than 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  by  whom  it  wa$  made.  If  the  un- 
fortunate confequences  of  the  ncgicft  (hown  with  rcfpedl  to  the  Weft 
I  ndie8>  (hould  extend  to  our  own  poiTeflions  in  that  quarter,  the 
crrinfe  and  the  blame  would  reft  entirely  with  Minifters.  Mr. 
Sheridan  then  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion, 
of  the  fickly  condition  of  the  troops  detained  on  board  the  tranfports^ 
^hich  had  then  been  controverted  by  Minifters,  though  they  aftcr- 
UFards  had  recourfe  to  the  escpedient,  which  he  advifed,  of  relanding 
icveral  of  the  regiments,  as  unfit  for  the  fervice  for  which  they  were 
deftined. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS,  *in  explanation,  informed  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  that  a  reinforcement  was  fent  out,  which  ar<^ 
rived  admoft  immediately  after  the  death  of  General  Dundas.  He 
did  not  mean  to  impute  blame,  he  (aid,  to  the  officers  who  fucceed- 
cd  in  command,  when  he  aflerted  that  the  death  of  that  General 
had  created  great  confufion,  becaufe  he  had  no  doubt  but  every  of- 
ficer in  the  fervice  moft  fiuthfully  performed  his  duty ;  and  if  he  did 
not,  it  was  his  duty  not  to  infinuate  blame,  but  to  make  a  diredl 
and  opendiarge. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  his  exprefHon  did  certainly  convey  blame  agatnflf 
thofe  officers  who  fucceeded  Genoral  Dundas,  although  he  did  not 
(uffcSi  that  fuch  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intention. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  regretted  he  had  not  explained  it  at  the  time. 
Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  Minifters  were  determined 
fome  way  or  other  tb  throw  away  fix  millions  of  the  public  money, 
and  dierefore  they  now  came  forward  to  apply  the  million  and  a  half, 
which  had  been,  refufed  by  the  Emperor^  to  the  relief  of  the  Gre- 
nada merchants. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JODDRELL  brought  up  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee 
on  the  India  Budget. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  had  no  6bje£Hon  to  the  report,  but 
he  heggfd  leave  to  repeat  what  he  had  yefterday  dated  in  the  Com« 
mittee, .  that  a  day  ought  to  be  given  for  the  confideration  of  it,  and 
that  in  eveiy  future  fefiion,  he  (hould  take  the  day  on  which  the  re« 
port  was  made  for  that  purpofe. 

The  rtfolntions  were  read*  a  firft  and  fecond  time. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  the  third  reading  of  a  bill 
gnuitmgan  cffaiblifhment  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales* 
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Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,    that  although  when  the  bill  was  firik 

brought  in,  he  thought  it  improper  and  unjut^,  from  the  aUeraticms 
and  amendments  made,  it  was  rather  harmleTs  a«d  inoftnGve. 
He  wifhed,  however,  to  fuggeft,  that  it  would  be  nvorc  honour- 
able to  the  Public,  and  nrwrc  creditable  to  His  Royal  Hig^ncfs,  it 
the  money  were  advanced  immediately  from  the  conllrfidated  fund 
for  thq  payment  of  the  debts,  as  it  would  be  afterarards  rcAorcd. 
'file  Commiflioners,  he  thought,  might  buy  up  the  debcntuics  and 
eafily  adjuft  it.  There  were  two  objc6h,  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mifTioners  and  the  reftrictions  upon  future  Princes,  which  he  wiflicd 
to  be  incorporated  alfo  in  the  prefent  bill,  inftead  of  framing  a  new 
one,  as  by  that  means  all  odium  would  be  done  away  and  mutual 
good  humour  be  reftored*  One  other  thing  he  had  to  notice,  which 
wai?)  the  ufe  of  fo*^:e  harfh  word.%  particularly  an  expreflion  of 
a  right  hom.uia'jle  gentleman  not  thenprcfent  (Mr.  Pitt,)  dat  the 
Prince  ^-as  the  lift  of  His  Majefty's  children  upon  whom  the  King 
ought  to  be  cxpcfted  to  beftow  any  grant.  '  Such  an  exprcfiion,  he 
thought,  tended  to  create  diffatisfatftion,  and  fliould  be  obvvftcd. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTflKR  obferved,  whether  the  bUl  was  bctttror 
worfc  than  formerlv,    it  had  not  received  any  aflTifhince  from  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  and  it  would  now  be  impoflible  to  introduce 
ar.y  fi:ch  claiifcs  in  the  prefent  ftagc  of  the  bill  as  he  had  propofed ; 
and  !.  itly,  in  regard  to  the  cxpreffion  of  his  right  honourable  fricfx^ 
it  v.is  not  undcrilood  by  the  Honfe  to  be  offenfive,    but,   on  the 
cc  ntrary,  to  imply,  that  the  reafon  why  His  Majefty  ought  not  to 
Lcftow  any  grant  upon  die  Prince  wt^s,   becnufe  His  Majefty  had  2 
large  family  to  provide  for,  and  becaufe  the  Prince  was  more  parti- 
cularly the  peculiar  objcd^  of  the  people. 

Colonel  STANLEY  was  about  to  propofc  fomc  alteration,  whw     1 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Wm  no  alteration  could  be  rcgubriy 
made  in  the  bill  till  after  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  oppofed  the  third  reading  altogctficr,  as  he  con- 
fidcrcd  it  impofcd  an  additional  burden  on  the  confolidatcd  fund  d 
65,0001.  a  year.     He  had  formerly  fug^:cfted  a  plan  for  removing 
this  burden,  which  was  treated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
not  then  in  his  place  (Mr.  Pitt,)  and  by  the  Member  for  York- 
fhire  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  as  a  dclufion ;    and  he  was  charged  ^f    \ 
His  Majefty's  Attorney  General  with  a  want  of  accuracy.    His 
propofition  was  the  fale  of  the  forrft  land,  or  landed  revenue  of  tb^ 
Crown,    when  he  was  told  by  His  Majefty *s  Attorney  General, 
that  it  was  tantamount  to  the  burden  on  the  confolidatcd  issA' 
This  he  denied,  and  dcfircd  that  part  of  the  journals  to  be  read 
which  contained  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  Reports  of  the  Comouffionen 
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>(  Accompts  on  die  25th  of  May  1 792,  ftating  what  fmall  fums 
vcre  p:iid  into  the  Exchequer  in  confcquencc  of  the  frequent  gifts  , 
)f  Crovrn  lands,  and  that  the  rcverfion  of  an  cftatc  which  was 
rnnted  for  nothing,  was  purchafcd  for  io,oool.  '  [The*  Clerk 
read  the  extracts.]  After  this,  he  hid  no  doubt  \yu\  as  the  6  5  ^o  ooL 
when  taken  from  the  confolidated  fund,  was  a  burden,  fo  if  it  wer« 
to  be  raifcd  by  the  fate  of  Crown  lands,  it  would  be  a  benefif, 
inafmuch  as  it  would  decreafe  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  and 
improve  many  thoufand  acres  of  land.  He  profefled  him felf  unequal 
to  fay  (b  much  upon  this  fubjed  as  he  ought,  but  he  held  it  out  aft 
aflbrding  a  defirable  profped)  of  advantage. 

NIr.  ROSE  conHdered  it  as  the  fame  thing,  ^  fince  the  money 
ariiing  from  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  lands  was  applied  to  thofe 
contingencies  for  the  public  fervice  which  mull  othcrwife  be  defray- 
ed frocn  the  confolidated  fund.  He  did  not  underftand  why  the  re- 
ports of  the  Commiflioners  of  Accompts  had  been  read,  fince  they 
merely  dated  that  there  had  been  grofs  mi(management  of  the  Crown 
landsy  and  a  law  was  pafled  in  confequence,  which  he  hoped  would 
lead  to  a  remedy  of  tlie  abufe. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  reafon  why  no  afTiftance  could  be  de- 
rived from  the  Crown  lands  on  the  prefent  occafion  was  one  very 
cafy  to  guefs,  though  very  difficult  to  be  ftated,  by  thofe  who  were 
mod  immediately  intereAed.  It  was  a  fund,  which  had  been  dated 
as  ^  refource  by  a  very  refpediable  Committee  of  that  Houfe»  but 
any  propofition  to  refort  to  it  was  fure  to  meet  with  refiftance,  be- 
caufe  it  was  found  to  afford  a  fouroe  of  influence.  He  hoped  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  take  fome  other  opportunity  to  bring 
forward  this  fund  as  a  prafHcal  refource  to  the  Public. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  two  honourablft 
gentlemen  feemed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  ad  which  had  been  pa(Fed 
laft  year-  for  the  improvement  of  the  Crown  lands.  It  would  be 
mod  improvident  to  difpofe  of  them  in  the  prcfcnt  moment,  as  in 
the  fl^te  in  which  they  now  were,  they  would  not  fetch  one  half  of 
die  price  which  they  would  be  worth  at  a  future  period. 

General  SMITH  wi(hed  to  hold  out  to  the  Public,  the  claim 
which  the  Prince  had  to  the  revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall* 
He  ftrongly  infifted  on  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  opinio^ 
g^ven  by  the  firft  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  that  the  right  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  to  the  amount  of  that  revenue  was  doubtful. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  he  maft  oppofe  the  bill  both  in  its  prin- 
ciple and  its  provifions,  bccaufe  it  went  to  burden  the  Public  with 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  65,0001.  this  he  had  faid,  again  and  again^ 
ffis  the  eiFed  of  it,  which  he  mull  now  repeat*     It  was»  therefor^ 
Vm.  XLI.  4  I 
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obje£lionable  to  him,    bccaufe  be  thoi^ht  that  the  'whole  cfaugp 
ought  to  6^11  on  penfionsy  (inecures,    and  all  the  trappings  of  the 
Court,  and  alfo  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall.     A  leam^ 
cd  gentleman  had  fald»  that  nothing  would  be  more  cxpcnfive  ^ 
ahfurd  than  the  fale  of  the  Crown  lands  at  th.is  tiniCj  bccaufe  die 
Gcown  lands  were  in  a  (late  of  improvement.     He  (hpuld  be  glad 
to  know  what  the  improYcmeiU  was  which  that  gentjjcman  cxpcdcd. 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  the  CommifliODeTS  who  cxunined 
the  (late  of  the  Crown  lands,    would  take  the  produce  of  die  im- 
provement as  the  reward  of  their  labour.     But  if  thero  was  any  im- 
provement to  be  made,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  would  kx^e 
its  effeSt  on  the  price  which  would  be  given.     As  to  the  queffioa 
on  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchy»  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  Ge- 
neral entirely ;   that  they  ought  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Prince, 
and  that  this  quedion  could  not  be  fet  at  reft  by  this  bill.     It  v^ 
an  unfortunate  circum(bnce  for  His  Royal  Highncis  that  his  adviibs 
thought  fo  lightly  of  his  claim.     But,  if  he  had  his  former  advifen, 
"who  were  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  claim  would  be  made,,  for  they  were  the  friends  of  ijc 
Prince;  not  lefs  his  friends,  for  being  alfo  the  friends  of  the  Public. 
He  then  defircd  that  the  p^rt  of  His  Maje%'s  meflfage  to  the  Houic, 
relative  to  this  buiinefs,  which  reconimends  that  tliey  would  fettle 
an  eihbli(hment  on  the  Prince,  be  read ;  wl^ichj  beir^  donct  he 
proceeded  to  fhew  that  this  meafure  was  not  an  eftabli(bment  for 
'vthe  Prince  fuitable  to  his  rank  and  dignity  ;  he  therefore,  for  one, 
fhould  not  conlidcr  this  fubjeS  as  dofed,  but  open  for  difcuflioo  at 
any  future  time ;     and  he  thought  that  finecure  places  a^  penf<ons 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  difchaige  of  the  incumbrances.    He 
thought  alfo  that  a  fum  of  money  ou^t  to  be  raifed  immodiateiy  to 
the  difchaige  of  the  debts,  for  by  the  prefent  plan  thd  Prince's  name 
would  appear  indorfed.  on  all  his  biUs  for  8  or  9  years,  tiqgether. 
This  was  improper  with  .regard  to  the  creditors  alib,  whom  fowc 
gentlemen  put  together  as  a  gang  of  n>bben»  in  a  lump,  but  naof 
of  whom,  he  believed  to  have  fair  and  juft  claims  upon  his  Royal 
Highnefs;    thefe  creditors  were  ill  treated  by  this  meafure ;  they 
would  lofe  four  or  Bve  per  cent.  fi>r  difcount  of  the  debentures  after 
their  claims  fhould  be  allowed ;  fo  that  after  all  the  tradcfmcn,wDul(l 
i|ot  have  the  whole  of  their  demands  fettled.     There  was  anodicr 
point  to  which  he  could  not  help  alluding.     Gentlemen  had  blame4 
tV  Prince  for  making  the^fiabliflimcnt  which  he  did,    b^fflrc  he 
l^new  what  Parliament  would  think  fit  togra^l  him*     Now  he  had 
rpafon  to  believe  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  eiicoaraged  in  that 
i()ea  by  thofe  ia  whoroi  he  choi^t  he  migbc  tnift  i  foe  he  bdisvci 
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that  the  Prince  was  aflured  hU  income  (Kould  beat  leatl  lco,oooI* 
3  yenr,  elcar  of  all  dedudtion,  inftcad  of  M^hich,  all  the  addition 
:*  >  his  income  wa$  to  go  in  paynient  of  his  debts,  and  that  (do  a  bur- 
den on  the  Public.  Thinking,  therefcre,  that  the  Public  and  the 
Prince  'were  equally  ill-treated,  Mr.  Sheridan  found  hi nofelf  bound 
to  c^ppofc  this  bill  altogether. 

^4r.  ROSE  dcfired  a  certain  part  of  the  report  of  the  Contmif* 
r  ••^.ers   on  the  ftate  of  the  Crown  lands  to  be  read;  which  being 
^  5ne,  it  nppeired  that  the  CortinrJiAioncrs  were  of  opinion  the  Crown 
1^:^.8  ^''cre  improvcnble,  fo  as  to  become  worth  2oo,oool.  a  yean 
Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  be^j:ed  leave  to  fey  a  few  words  as  to 
v:h:xt   ha  J  fallni  from  Mr.  Sheridan  refpcdting  himfelf.     The  ho— 
n  ^jT.tMe  gcnMemin  he  faid,    had  fecmed  to  accufe  him  of  having 
j^W'cn  an  opinion  as  the  law  officer  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  againft 
the  cl-Avn  of  the  Prince;  this  he  denied  to  be  the  cafe.     He  had  given 
no  opiTiion  upon  the  point     He  had  only  faid  in  the  Houfe,  that  he 
hnd  not  heard  any  thing  which  could  induce  him  to  advifc  the 
Prince  to  rifque  this  claim.     That  Royal  Perfonage  had  never  afked 
him  for  his  opinion  on  that  head— whenever  lie  did  fo,  be  his  opi- 
nion good  or  bad,  he  would  give  it  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge 
and  judgement.     The  honouVable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  thofe, 
who  were  the  law  officers  of  the  Prince  before  him,  had  given  their 
decided  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Prince's  claim.     It  might  be  fo, 
but  he  had  never  heard  it  before.    It  had  been  aflced  why  he,  as  the 
law  officer,  had  not  adVifed  the  Prince  to  affcrt  this  claim.     He  had 
faid  before,  his  opinion  had  never  been  aHced  by  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  ;  but  why  did  not  the  learned  gentlemen  who  had  been  men* 
tioned  to  have  given  their  opinion,    as  it  was  fo  favourable  to  the 
claim.  Why  did  not  they  advife  the  Prince  to  affert  it?     It  was  cer- 
tainly as  much  their  duty  as  it  was  his,  efpecially  as  they  had  made 
up  their  minds  decidedly  in  favour  of  it,  and  he  had  not. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  yas  much  furprifed  at  what  had  juft  been 
&id  by  the  learned  gentleman  as  to  his  not  having  given  an  opinion' 
on  the  fttbjeifl  of  this  claim.  He  faid,  as  far  as  he  was  competent 
to  judge  of  w*hat  was  an  opinion,  he  thought  the  learned  gentleman 
had  entered  very  much  at  large  into  the  fubjcdt,  had  boafted  that  he 
had  opportunities  of  greater  and  better  information  than  moft  other 
Members  had  ;  that  he  had  very  much  at  large  entered  into  the 
conflru(f)ion,  both  of  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  Aatute  of  Edward 
the  Third,  of  the  nature  of  the  diffi:rent  feudal  tenures  by  whicht 
it  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  guided  and  aifedled — of  the  dde  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  ad^  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  and  after 
defcanting  (q  much  at  large  on  the  whole  field  of  legal  aigpnienc, 
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lapplicableto  the  fttbje6^»  the  learned  gendeitianhad  laid,  dmfiom 
til  he  had  feen  and  read  on  the  fubje<ft,  "  he  could  not  iiee  any  thing 
that  induced  him  to  advife  the  Prince  to  rifque  this  claim.'*  If  thi& 
Vfzs  not  giving  an  opinion,  Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  he  ^was  at  a  lofsto 
know  what  was  meant  by  an  opinbn,  and,  if  it  was  an  opinion,  is 
be  contended  it  was,  he  felt  but  little  hefitation  in  iaying,  that  to 
his  mind  it  appeared  to  be  an  opinion  bearing  pretty  ftrongly  a^doft 
the  claim  of  his  Royal  Highnefe. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  afked,   '^  why  the  learned  gen* 
tlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  office  had  not  advifed  hts  Royal 
Highoefs  to  affcrt  his  claim  ?'*     The  anfwer  was  extremely  obvious. 
It  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  an  officious  and  a  very  invidioos 
fiep  in  them  to  have  given  any  fuch  advice  at  that  time,   (ituated  as 
Ac  Prince  then  was.     It  was  very  different  now — that  Houfe  were 
now  ading  as  truftecs  for  his  Royal  Highncfs,  as  well  as  fer  the 
Public  ;  and  it  behoved  them  to  look  ferioufly  to  what  was  due  to 
him,  as  much  as  to  what  was  due  from  him.     He  aflertcd,  that 
thefe  arrears  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  Prince's  juft  right ;  as  fuch, 
they  ought  to  be  paid  to  him.      If  they  had  been  paid  to  him  befcrtv 
he  would  venture  to  fay,  Minifters  would  have  had  no  occa&m  to 
come  now  to  Parliament  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.     He  was 
happy  in  being  able  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  both  the  learned 
gentlemen  he  had  alluded  to,  were  decidedly  of  qpinion,  th.it  thefe 
arrears  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  were  due  to  the  Prince ;  and, 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  they  were  now  in  the  ofiices  they  formerly 
held  under  the  Prince,  they  would  advife  his  Royal  Highncfs  im- 
mtdiately  to  aflert  his  claim. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid  a  fcW  woYds  in  explanation  r  when  the 
quedion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place,  the  numbers  of 
which  were, 

For  the  third  reading,  54;    Againftit,   lo* — Majority,  44. 

Colonel  STANLEY  prcfented  a  claufe  to  be  made  part  of  the 
bill,  to  empower  the  CommlfBoncrs  to  pay  the  5000I.  given  to 
the  Princcfs  of  Wales,  to  her  Royal  Hi^ncfs  herfelf,  without  be- 
ing fubjcft  to  any  difpofuion  of  the  Prince.  On  a  divifion  it  was 
negatived* 

Noes,  51;     Ayes,   12. —  Majority,  39. 

Tlie  CommifTioners  appointed  to  zQ.  under  the  bill,  are  die 
Speaker  (Mr.  Addington,)  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Pitt,)  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  (Sir  P.  Arden,)  the  Maftcr  of  tht 
King's  Houfehold  (Henry  Strachey,  Efq.)  and  the  Surveyor  of  thi 
Crown  lands  (John  Robinfunj  Efq.) 

The  liouk  adjourtH^, 
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Thurfdayt   rSM  June. 

« 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  moved  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
Isty  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedingf 
relative  to  the  heft  mode  of  draining  lands.     Agree^f. 

Sir  John  brought  up,ithe  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture^  relative^ to  the  drainage  of  lands. — Ordered  to  be 
prioted  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members. 

Kir.  ROSE  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  move  to-morrow  an  addieft 
to  His  Maje(ty,  P^X^  ^^^  ^^  gi^'*^  djredlions  for  the  ilfuing  of  a 
{asn  not  exceeding  i  oool.  to  rewacd  perfons  who  had  made  difcove^ 
lies  in  the  draining  of  land ;  and  another  addrefs  for  a  reward  to  the 
CocnmiiTioQen,  who  had  bcftowed  much  time  and  labour  in  inquir- 
ing into  .woods  and  forefis. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  be  meant  to  brihg  fon\'ard  a  propofition  to 
Hop  all  diftillery  from  corn  until  after  the  next  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment.   They  ufually  flopped  about  this  time,  but  from  the  prefcnt 
fitt2ation  of  the  country,  fomething  (hould  be  done  by  Parliament  to 
prohibit  thefe  diflillerics.     We  looked  forward  with  fome  hopes  to 
cur  approaching  harvcfl,  and  he  would,  not  have  its  [nrodgce  impro- 
vidently  confumed  in  .di^iHery :  at  the  fame  time,  if  there  (hoidd  be 
an  abundant  harvefl,  mcafures  might  be  ta^Len  by  which  the  revenue 
might  be  fupported  ;  but  that  of  preventing  the  diiiillery»  he  had 
mentioned,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  mcafure  of  prudence. 

>  Mr.  ROSE  faidy  he  held  in  his  hand  a.  motion  for  the  very  pur« 
pofe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  view.  It  was  his  ob- 
jcdl  to  prevent  thefe  didilleries  taking  place  uniil  the  middle  of  Janu-« 
ary ;  at  the  fame  time  to  grant  His  Maj^fly  in  council  a  power  to 
allow  this  dillillery,  if  it  (hould  be  deemed  advifcable.  He  there- 
fore moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  time  to  be 
limiced,  the  mode  of  making  low  wines  and  fpirits  fix)m  wheat, 
barley,  and  other  grain.  —  Ordered.  .  Mr.  Rofe  arid  Mr.  Huflef 
were  direded  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

.The  order  of  the  day  fgr  th^  third  reading  of  the  bill,  for  allow- 
ing to  the  Princefs  of  Wales  a  jointure  of  50,0001.  a  year,  beings 
read, 

Sir.  W.  PULTENE  */  propofcd  a  claufe  in  bar  of  dower  to  htr 
Royal  Highnefs. 

General  SMITH  oppofed  it. 

A  (hort  converfation  took  place,  and  the  debate  vnn  adjourned. 
It  being  moved  that  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com* 
imttee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  enabling  His  Majelly  to 
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iflfue  Exchequer  bills  to  a  certain  amoont  (or  thd  relief  of  perfons 
trading  to  the  iflands  of  (3rertada  and  St.  Vincent's ; 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  cxprfeffed  hts  difapprotetion  of 
Ae  bill,  as  tending  to  increafe  influence,  and  cAMiA  a  precedent 
that  ought  to  b<!  avoided. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  contended  that  tfic  MD  would 
Ihcw  that  Parliament  wcise  attentive  to  the  intcrefts  of  fhfc  coumrr. 
Many  principal  towns  in  the  kit^dom,  efpecially  Liver|M>ail  and 
Manchcfter,  would  have  fuflTcred  much,  had  not  the  biU  been 
brought  forward,  fo  much  Was  their  mercantile  intcreft  conoc^cd 
with  that  of  the  iflands  for  which  relief  was  re<)uired.  As  to  the 
infl^nce  it  might  create  for  the  Mintfter,  it  ought  nM  to  be  taken 
into  oonfideration,  or  put  in  competitioh  with  the  general  adrant:^ 
likely  to  be  derived  from  the  bill.^-^Manchefter,  in  partRruiar,  be 
thbi%ht,  would  have  fufiered,  bad  not  a  remedy  been  ondertaken  to 
be  applied. 

Mr.  ROSE  and  Colonel  STANLEY  fupported  the  biH. 

General  SMITH  had  no  doubt  but  that  this  bill  would  mcrenfe 
the  influence  of  the  Crown ;  but  that  he  thought  a  lefs  evil  dna 
leaving  thefe  merchants  without  the  aid  propofed  in  die  bill. 

The  bill  then  pafled  the  Committee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  read 
i  third  tittle  to-morrow,  if  then  engrofled. 

Fndtiy,   I  gtb  June. 

The  order  of  the  day  6h  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  daufe  pro- 
pofed yellerday  to  be  introduced  by  Sir  William  Pultehcy  in  the 
Ptincefs's  jointute  bill  relative  to  the  bar  of  the  dower,  being  read, 

Genetal  SMITH  faid^  as  he  did  not  fee  the  honourable  Baronet 
(Sir  William  Pultency}  rife  in  fupport  of  the  claufc  propofed  to  bein* 
ttoduced  by  him  ;  and  as  he  faw  fome  gentlemen  prefent,  who  were 
not  in  the  Houfe  yefterday  when  the  claufe  was  propofed,  be  would 
then  nK)ve  that  the  claufc  be  read— \^ch  being  read  accordingly  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table,  General  Smith,  after  having^ftated  the  argu- 
ments adduced  yefterday  by  Sir  W.  Pulteney  fi>r  the  intnxhidlion'of 
tfie  clauf<b,  contended  that  the  firft  law  authority  had  aflerted  that  the 
title  was  dubious ;  would  then  the.  honourable  Baronet  propofe  to  tike 
Away  that  right  y^hich  was  dubious  ?— The  Houfe  howevtr  ouj^t 
not  to  decide  on  fuch  a  fubjed— *if  fuch  a  thing  was  done,  it  would 
be  replete  with  injuftice,  and  would  edablifh  a  very  bid  precedent. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  replied  to  the  aiguments  of  General 
Smith ;  the  contracf^  between  the  parties  touching  the  buitnefs  before 
tfie  Houfe  (which  he  then  read)  ought,  he  faidi  to  put  an  end  to  the 
debate,  and  ji4ftify  in  every  refped  the  intzodudion  of  the  daufe  in* 
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to  Che  bill.     The  queftion  being  then  put,  ''  that  the  c^auf^  hj^  ad^ 
ded  to  the  bill/'  it  paiicd  in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe,  he  £iid,  agreeably  to  what  had 
paiicd  in  die  Houfe  on  the  preceding  night,  to  make  a  motion  ro* 
fpe£iing  a  matter  which  highly  concerned  the  agricultural  interefts  of 
the  kingdom.     It  was  a  matter  acknowledged,  that  veiy  great  ad^ 
vantages  were  derived  from  the  drainage  of  lands ;  and  in  the  in*, 
vcHigation  of  this  fubjedl,  very  important  difcpveries  had  beea 
made,  particularly  by  a  Mr.  Elkinton.     The  Board   of  Agricul- 
ture, therc6)rey  thought  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Houfe. 
H^  then  redted  the  names  of  ibme  gentlemen  who  had  made  expe- 
xiinents  in  drainage,  according  to  Mr.  Elkinton's  plan,  and  wha 
bore  teftimony  of  ifis  utility.     It  appeared  that  Ismd,  which  before 
^was  worth  only  2s«  6d.  per  acre  annually,  was,  by  thb  mode,  im-*. 
proved  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  worth  25s.  and  that  it  fucceeded 
v^here  all  other  modes  failed.     He  would  therefore  move,  **  That 
it  be  recommended  to  His  Majefty  to  grant  the  fum  of  i  oool.  to 
Mr*  Elkinton,  in  order  to  citable  him  to  make  farther  experiments^ 
in  a  manner  moft  likely  to  ^promote  beneBqial  difcoveries.** 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  againft  the  motion ;  he  could  not  confent^ 
diat  the  public  money  (bould  be  granted  for  a  matter  that  was  known 
and  pradifed  by  moft  people  for  many  years  back.  No  man,*  ho 
thought,  had  a  right  to  come  to  that  Houfe  for  loool.  above  his 
pay.  Mr.  Elkinton,  he  thought,  had  met  with  fuflkient  compeiK* 
(adon  fipom  thofe  who  employed  him. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  thought,  as  Mr.  Elkinton  had  don& 
it  at  a  fixth  part  of  the  expence  that  would  be  otherwife  incurred^ 
be  ought  to  be  encouraged,  and  his  plan  be  made  public. 

Mr.  ROSE  (aid,  his  reafon  for  feconding  the  motion  of  the  ho* 
nourable  Baronet  was,  that  he  thoqght  the  mode  of  drainage  would* 
be-very  advantageous  to  the  Public,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  it 
Ihould  be  general,  and  not  confined  to  Mr.  Elkinton's  own  family^ 
which  it  qdierwife  would  be.  After  a  few  obfervations  made  by 
General  Smith,  Lord  William  Ruflell,  and  Sir  Inward  Knatch- 
boll>  oathe  advantage  that  was  likely  to  accrue  from  the  adopticii. 
of  thf  mode  of  drainage  pf  Mr.  Elkinton,  the  Houfe  divided.on  the 

F(H^ it  34;  A^inft  it  ip; 
The  Mailers  in  Chancery  brought  down  .the  AuiW^n.  loan. bill. 
from  the  Lords,  to  which  they  had  agreed  without  any  amendment. 

Monday^  7.%djune. 

The  SPEAKER^  il^ltA.  tl»^.  \^  U4^  attrod^in  tbci  Houlb  06 
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Peer»,  where  the  ropl  affcnt  had  been  given  by  commiflioii  to  fto 
Imperial  loan  bill,  and  feveral  other  public  and  private  bills. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  reading  a  third  time  die 
Ull  for  the  better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  London, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  objeacd  to  the  bill,  as  taking  all  cafes  of  dsbt, 
where  the  fum  was  upwards  of  forty  (hillings  to  five  poantb,  out  of 
Ac  hands  of  a  jury,  in  order  to  give  an  additional  influence  to  Com- 
mon Council- men.  He  could  not  help  objedMng  to  every  thing  which 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  tended  to  infringe  upon  the  privilege  of  trial 
by  jury.  He  underftood  that  the  judges  had  given  their  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  but  that  was  no  coniideration  for  the  Houie  in  its 
kgiflative  capacity. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  defended  the  bffl,  upon  Ae 
ground  that  five  pounds  now,  from  the  dtflPerent  value  of  wotxj, 
was  a  fum  not  more  than  40s.  250  years  fince,  when-the  rqgularioa 
ts  it  now  ftood  with  refped  to  fnull  debts,  was  originally  inftituted. 
Ht  enforced  the  argument  of  the  judges  having  given  their  opintaa 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  as  the  prcfent  mode  of  profecuting  for  fmall 
debts  under  five  pounds  was  attended  with  much  vexatious  proceed- 
ing. 

Mr.  COURTENAV  moved  that  the  third  reading  of  Ac  bill  be 
poftponed  to  this  day  three  months. 

This  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Le 
Mefurier,  when  in  order  to  prevent  a  divifion,  by  which  the  Hcwfe 
would  have  been  counted  out,  it  was  agreed  that  the  debate  (hould 
be  adjourned  till  after  the  other  (urders  ^f  the  day  had  been  difpofcd 
of. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  to  prevent  diftilleries,  &c.  It  was  propofed  in  the  Committee^ 
tfiat  the  didilling  in  England  (hould  ceaTe  from  the  t  oth  of  }idf, 
1795,  to  the  ift  of  February,  1796,  arid  in  Scotland  from  the 
17th  of  July,  to  the  ift  of  February. 

The  Report  was  received,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

On  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  third  reading  of  die  bill  for  the 
better  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  the  city  of  London,  Mr.  Jekyll 
moved,  that  it  be  pofiponed  to  this  day  three  months.  After  a  flig^ 
oppofition  from  the  fupporters  of  the  bill,  there  not  being  forty  Mem- 
bers in  the  Houfe,  iht  motion  was  earned  without  a  divifion.  Ad* 
joumed  to  Wednerday, 

• 

WidfufJajf  24th  yune. 

There  being  only  twenty-feven  Members  prefent  at  four  o'docb 
the  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  to-ononowt  .  , 
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Tburfday^   a^th  June. 

A.  meflage  was  received  from  thq  Lords,  ftatif^y  that  their  Z^ord^ 
fiiips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  preventing  any  future  Prince  of  Wales 
frcKit  contradlr^  dcbts»  and  the  bill  for  (lopping  diftilleries  till  tbSr 
lit  of  February,    1796. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  advertcid  to  Ac  great  extenfion  of  influcnccyi 
in  confequence  of  loans,  contraftSf  &c«  He  gave  f\otice»  that  h< 
Aiould  make  a  motion  next  fcflion;  that  no  concradtor^for  a  forqga 
loan  fhould  hold  a  feat  in  that  Hpufe. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  was  not  at  all  fatisfied  with,  th^ 
mnfwer  that  had  been  given  to  his  argument  rcfpc6ling  the  right  of 
the  Piince  to  the  arrears  of  the  Dutchv  of  Cornwall.  He  gave  no* 
ticCf  thereforcy  of  his  intcnribn  to  bring  forward  the  queftion  everj 
icflion«  till  fome  decifion  (hould  be  made  on  the  fubjed. 
Adjourned* 

FHdaj^  26th  yum. 

The  SPEAKER  dated  that  he  had  been  in  the  Houfc  of  Pecw^ 
where  the  royal  aflfent  had  been  given  by  a  commiflivn  to  fcveral  pub* 
lie  and  private  bills* 

A  mcifage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  ftatlng  that  their  Lordr 
(hips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  granting  an  eftabliHimcnt  to  the  Prince  of 
WiJesy  and  to  the  bill  granting  a  jointure  to  her  Royal  Highncft 
the  Princefs  of  Wales,  without  any  amendment. 
]  Mr.  SHERIDAN  raid,  that  an  adi  had  been  pafTed  during  thi 
feflton,  rcq(jiring  all  baits  on  rivers,  or  navigable  canals,  to  be  tt^ 
giftered.  This  regulation  certainly  was  iK>t  intended  to  operate  as  a 
tax;  yet  he  underftood  from  good  authority,  that  78,  6d.  was  de« 
manded  as  the  price  of  regiftration,  an  exadtion  which  was  exceed* 
ingly  inconvenient  and  opprellive  to  poor  fifhermen.  He  was  forrf 
that  there  was  no  Minifter  in  the  Houfe,  but  he  trufted  that  proper 
lleps  would  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil  of  which  he  complained*' 

Adjourned.. 

Saturday,  2'jth  Jum.^ 

The  following  meflage  from  His  Majefiy  was  delivered  by  SIk 
Francis  Molyneux,  Gentleman  Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod : 
Mr.  Speaker, 

Thi  King  commands  this  ftmvuralk  Hmfe  to  attend  His  MajeJIf 
ifittnediateljy  in  the  Hmfe  of  Pars* 

Accordingly  Mr.  Soeakeri  with  the  Houfe^  went  up  ta  attdnl 

Vt>t.5tLlt  4  Si  .     %.       -• 


6il  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179s- 

His  Majcfty ;  when  Mr.  Speaker  addrcffcd  the  Throne  in  a  Spccdj, 
of  which  the  following  is  acopy  r 

<<'-Moff  Gracious  Sovereign-, 

"  Your  faithful  Commons  humbly  attend  your  Majcfty  widi  the 
biTTs  Which  clofc  the-fupply  for  the  public  fervice  of  the  year.' 

*'  linpreffcd  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  nature  and  Importance  of 
Ac  contcft  in  which  youf  Majefty  is  engaged,  your  Commons  have 
(hoii^ht  it  ncccffary  to  make  the  moft  ample  provifion  for  the  fevcral 
branches  of  the  public' fervicc.  'In  difcharging  the  painful  but  in- 
difpcnfiblc  dutyoC  impofing  additional  burdens  on  their  conftitucnts, 
tliev  have  dcTived  jufl  confolation  and  fatisfa6lion  from  the  fhtc  ot 
the  credit,  tnc  commerce,  and  rcfourccs  of  the  country  ;  and  they 
arc  encouraged  and  graTified  by  the  hope  that  the  liberality  and  ex- 
ertions of  your  faithful  fubjcd'ts  wtll  be  rewarded  by  the  rcftoration  nf 
peace,  onfii^h  a  foundation  as  will  give  increafcd  fecurity  to  the  un- 
exampled blcflings  fo  long  experienced  by'thefc  kingdoms. 

"  Other  objedts,  notiefs  in^cfttng  to  the  feelings  of  your  Afa- 
jefty  and  of  the  nation,  have  alf^  employed  the  deliberations  of  yoor 
Commons.  In  confequcncc  of  your  Majcfly's  moft  gracious  roefla^ 
on  the  nuptials  of  their  Royal  HfghnelTes  the  Prince  and  Princcfs  of 
Wales,  your  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  their  confiderauo/i  tkt 
leveral  points  to  which  your  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  diredl  their  at- 
tention, with  as  much  difpatch  as  their  peculiar  Importance  would  al- 
low :  and  tlicy  truft  th;it  their  (Jbndufl  has  manifcfted  the  cordial  fa- 
tisfa<flion  which  they  derive  from  an  event  intimately  connected  «if/i  ' 
the  happincfs  of  your  Majefty,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people.  Some 
of  the  proviGons  and  regulations  which  have  been  adopted  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  arofe  from  circumftances,  which,  painful  as  they  uridoubtcdlt 
were,  would  be  a  fubje<ft  of  deeper  regret  to  your  Commons,  if  thef 
had  not  produced  that  gracious  communication  of  the  fentimcnts  and 
wifhes  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  prince  of  Wales,  which  couU 
hot  fail  to  confirm  the  hopes  and  gratify  the  feelings  of  a  gencroui 
and  Idyal  -  people.  '  In  difcharging  their  dpty  on  this  important  oc- 
cadon,  your  Commons  have  been  adkiated  by  the  perfuafton,  that 
the  trtie  interefts  of  your  Majefty 's  iUuftrious  family  are  not  to  be 
ieparated  from  thofe  of  the  nation  ;  a  principle  which  animates,  the 
loyalty  of  all  claffcs  of  your  Majefty *s  fubjefts,  and  which  binds  their 
duty  and  affedUon  t  j  a  Conftitution  which  they  love  and  revere. 

'*  Anothe*-  bill,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  prefent  to  your  Majcftr, 
fs'  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  fuch  a  jointure  for  her  Royal  High- 
jiefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  as  is  fuited  to  her  rank,  her  dignity, 
wd  her  virtues,     hi  approaching  your  Majefty  w  ith  thic  bill,  your 
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'omrrtt)ns  arc  imprcfTed  with  the  hnoft  carncfl:  and  anxious  .hopcs^ 
i  .t  it"  ever  the  provifion  ftiould  be  rendered  cffe^Elual,  it  may  not  bc- 
^me  io^  until,  under  the -favour  of  Divine.  Providence,  a  long 
'^i^i  vtnintcrrupted  continuance  of  happinefs  has  been  experienced 
-om"  itn  union,  not  more  calculated  to  prornotc  the  domcftic  comforte. 
*"  }'our  Majefty,  and  of  your  illuftrious/amily,  than  to  give  add i-' 

^iial  fecurity  to  thofe  liberties,  and  that  Conftitation,  which  vi'cre 
xrfcrvcd  by  vour  Majcfty's  ^ncefhirs,  which  have  been  maintained  ' 
n  J  chcrirticd  by  your  gracious  care  and  pn)tc(ftion,  and  which  it  is 
lie  fervent  wiOi  and  prayer  of  your  Majcfty's  faithful  fubjefts,  that 
i*  is  country  may  continue  to  enjoy  to  the  latcft  poftcrity  under  your 
Majcfly^s  Royal  defccndants. 

**  The  bills  which  I  have  in  tny  hand  arc  feverally  entitled, 
*  An*  aft  for  enabling  His  Majcfty  to  fettle  an  annuity  On  his 
Royal  Hi'^hifqfs  the  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  joint  lives  of  His 
IVIajcfty  and  of  his  faid  Royal  Highncfs  ;  for  making  provifion  out. 
of  his  rcveoues  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  that  may  be  due  from 
Lis  Rm^al  Highncfs;  for  preventing  the  accumulation  of  debts  in 
fiiture  ;  and  for  r^ulatinjg  the  mode  of  expenditure  of  the  faid  re- 
venues." 

"   An  aft  for  better  enabling  His  Majefty  to  make  provifion  for. 

a  fure  and  certain  jointure  for  her  Royal  Highncfs  the  Princcfsof 

Wales  for  the  term  of  her  life," 

"   An  a<fl  for  allowing  a  farther  annuity  to  the  fubfcribcrs  tQ.th^. 

fum  of  eighteen  millions,  authorifed  to  be  raifed  for  the  fcrvicc;  of 

the  year  1795." 

"  An  adt  for  enabling  His  Majcfty  to  dfreft  the  iff^ie  of  Exchc-^^ 

qucr  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  for  .the  purpofes,  and  in  the  manner 

therein  mentioned/' 

The  royal  aflcnt  was  then  given  to  the  bills,  after  which,  His* 

Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  make  a  moft  gracious  ffkrech  fron\  U^c  Throne, 

to  both  Houftrs  of  Parliament,  as  followcth  ;  \\i. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  zealous  and  uwform  regard  which  you  kat^Jhewn  tfl  the  gene- 
ral  inUreJls  of  my  people  y  and  panicularly  the  prudent^  firmy  andffirrud 
fuyport  which  you  have  continued  to  afford  me^  in  the  prof  ecu  ti  on  of 'the 
ire  at  cmtefl  in  ivhjch  we  are  Jiill  unavoidably  engaged y  demand  my* 
warmefi  ncknnuled^evKents.  ' 

The  encouragement  v^hich'my  allien  nufi  'derive from  the  knowkdg» 

ifysurfentimcntSf  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  which  pu  huve  en- 

abled  pic  to  maie,  in  fupporting  and  augmenting  my  naval    nd  m/ljtary 

f-^rcisi  f^ff'jrd  the  means  jn<jft  lH-ely  t$  conduce  t^  tU  rej}§ratim  of  pcac$ 
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U  thefe  kingdoms^  and  to  the  re-ffiaHi/bmertt  $f  generml  tratpiBtji 
mi  idfecure,  an  hamuraMcf  and  a  lafiingfoundatUn* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  have  to  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  liheral  and  an^f^ 
files  which  the  rejmrcts  of  the  country  have  enahled pu  t$  fntui:^ 
beyond  all  frm^r  example,  for  the  various  exigencus  ef  the  Puiie 
/ervice. 

I  have  alfo  t$  achtozvledgey  with  peculiar  fenjihilifff  the  recent  fr-zf 
which  yM  have  given  tnc  ^f  your  attachment  to  myperjon  and  family,  in 
the  provjim  whifh  you  ha^Je  made  fr  fettling  the  ejiablijbment  ffili 
Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  and  for  extricating  the  Prince fr^  tie 
incumtrances  tn  which  he  was  involved* 

m 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemcny 

//  is  impcfftHe  to  contewphte  the  intcmalftuation  nf  ih^  enemy  vith 
whom  we  are  contending ^  without  indulging  an  hope,  that  the  prfjfni 
eircumjiances  of  France  may,  in  their  effe&s,  haflen  the  return  efjucb 
afiate  of  order  and  regular  government  as  may  be  capable  cf  maixd&mi 
the  acc^ fumed  relations  of  amity  and  peace  with  other  pcwers. 

The  iffucy  hvwevcr^  of  tkefe  extraordinary  tranjaitiom  is  out  ^th 

reach  of  human  frfjijght. 

Till  that  dfftrafie  period  arrive s,  when  wyfuljeili  cam  he  refitni 
to  thefecure  enj:yment  of  the  blejjings  of  peace ,  I  JbaU  not  fail  ts  male 
ih  m^fl  effeBlual  ufe  of  the  free  which  you  have  put  into  my  hands. 

It  is  with  the^  utmofi  fati  faSlion  that  I  haue  recently  received  the  ad- 
vices of  an  important  and  brilliant  fuccefs  obtained  over  the  enemy,  b]  < 
detachment  of  my  fleet  under  the  able  condu£i  of  Lord  Bridport. 

/  krue  every  reafon  to  rely  on  the  continuance  of  the  d'fi^P'^M 
hravery  and  conduSl  of  my  fleet  and  armies^  as  well  as  of  the  zealt  jp* 
rity  and  perfeverance^  of  my  people y  which  have  been  uniformly  mem* 
fefted  through  the  whole  courfe  of  thisjujt  and  neccffary  war. 

And  alftcroards  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  His  Majefty's  commM 
iaid. 

My  Lords  J  and  Gentlemen^ 
Jt  is  His  Majefty's  royal  will  and  plcafure,  that  this  Parliarncnl 
he  prorogued  to  Wedncfday,    the  5th  day  of  Auguft  next,  to  be 
then  here  holden;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogf»€<l  ^ 
\y^ed0Pfiby*  the  5th  day  of  Auguft  next. 
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Reader  U  tiqu^e4 1^  fuhftitute  thifottowing  in  the  Report  ifihq 
rocee^Ungs  of  ih  '^^^  ^f  M^f  f^s  being  a  more  correQ  fiaimanH 
^tbi.  Speech  9/ Mr.  Dent  ^9  that  ^ccafim. 

XVlr.  DENT  faid,  as  Chairman  to  the  Coqimtttee  appointed  ta 
inquire  into  the  frauds  and  abufe3  in  relation  to  the  fending  and  re- 
ceiving letters^  packets,  and  parcels,  free  of  poftage,  he  was  in^ 
ft3ru€lcd  to  afk  leave  of  the  Houfe  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  be  laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  as  he  was  not  aware  that 
an  oppoiition  would  be  made  to  the  rcqucft,  he  fliould  briefly  flate 
ilich  reafons  as  the  Committee  prcfumed  warranted  the  meafure  ;  a^ 
tlie  fame  time  he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  if  any  op* 
pclition  unexpcflcdW  arofc,  Ihould  he  then  wifli  neceflarily  to  gQ 
niore  into  a  detail  of  the  bufinefs.     In  the  firft  place,  he  obferved^ 
the  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  was  very  great  upon  aU 
moft  every  qucftion  ;  that  much  more  evidence  was  yet  to  be  gon(^ 
through,  which,  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  feflion,  rendered  a 
full  report  being  made  very  improbable,  and  almoft  impoflible  ibra 
bill  to  be  founded  on  fuch  report  afterwards ;  that  one  repo^,  indeed, 
had  been  offered  and  rejeded,  when  the  evidence  filled  only  about 
fifty  pages,  and  now  the  evidence  taking  up  near  four  hundred  pages^ , 
he  feared  would  proportionably  widen' the  difference  of  opinion.    He 
therefore  moved,  without  farther  troubling  the  Houfe,  "  That  tKcn? 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  their  proceedings." 

fMr.  LONG  and  Mr.  DUNDAS  oppofing  the  motion,] 
Mr.  Dent  rofc  again,  and  faid  he  really  was  forry  his  motion  had 
been  objed^cd  to  ;  for  not  having  heard  any  reafon  why  it  fhould^ 
nor  expcdiing  it  would  be  oppofed,  he  was  unprepared  to  go  fo  /ullf 
into  the  merits  of  the  application  as  he  wiihed  ;  ftill  he  would,  to 
'  the  heft  of  his  recoIleAion,  (hte,  in  addition  to  what  he  before  had 
Ibted,  other  reafons,  as  alfo  fome  anfwers,  to  what  had  fallea. 
from  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Long).  He  intimated,  that  one 
objedlion  to  the  minutes  being  laid  on  the  table,  was  the  quantity  of 
master  therein  contaiped  being  irrelevant  to  the  order  under  which. 
the  Committee  f^t.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant,  by  irrcle- 
ysint  matter,  the  produflion  of  a  book  from  the  General  Port  Office, 
called  the  Dead-  Letter  Boc^k,  he  mufl  materially  differ  with  him  \ 
and  if  he  alfo  alluded  to  Mr.  Bonnor's  evidence,  be  flill  feared  they 
fbould  not  even  in  that  particular  agree  ;  before  he  told  tbe  Houfe 
his  reafon  for  differing  in  opinion,  he  begged  leave  to  explain  thq 
contents  of  this  Dead-Letter  Book :  in  this  book,  he  faid,  are  en« 
tered  all ai^licatioQS fof  letters  containing moncv,  banknotes,  billf 
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of  cxcliangc,  &c.  which  have  been   put  into  the  Ofljce,   but  net 
^cached  the  party  to  wHom  they  were  addrcflcd  ;  it  hasi  if  he  re* 
membcrcd  ri^ht,  five  ruled  columns  in  ench  page ;  the  firft  contain- 
ed the  name  of  the  party  applying,  and  plaCc  of  ibodc  j  fhc  (cc€4id 
co'umn>  the  direction  on  the  miffing  letter  ;  t}\e  third,  Che    mm£ 
of  the  writer  ;  the  fourth,  the  contents  of  the  letter  ;  and  the  fifih, 
an  account  of  the  miffing  letter  being  found,  ('.vh.en  f  jch  circum- 
ilahce  happened)   and  of  its  being  reftorcd  to  die  owner,   wnh  in 
contents,  ft.iting  alfo  the  caufe  of  its  detention  ;  u}x>n  ih's  la  ft  co- 
lumn, Mr.  Dent  obfcrved,  he  (hould  chiefly  grounding  future  re- 
marks concerning  the  amount,  as  it  there  appeared,  of  property  }^A 
to  the  Public,  as  few  inflances,  indeed,  occurred  in  that  cclurrin 
of  money,  &c.  to  any  great  amount,  being  recovered.      He  ^rzs 
forty,  he  fa  id,  to  mfovtn  the   Houfe,  that  the  gr'evance  he  cctn- 
plained  of,  was  of  the  moft  alarming  nature,  as  it  appeared  a  pro- 
perty, identified  by  the  book  in  queftion,  had   not  been  found,    to 
tlie  amount  of  14,000!.  in  the  lafl  four  months,  which  would  be 
at  the  enormous  rate  of  42,000!.  per  annum  :  this  fum  was  com- 
pofcdof  notes  and  bills,  from  five  pounds,  to  one,  two,  and  thrc^ 
hundred,  befides  many  guineas  and  half  guineas,  which  latter  be- 
ing chiefly  fent  from  and  to  poor  and  indigent  people,  fuch  as  men 
and  maid  fcrvants,  was  a  cruel  and  fcvcre  difappointment ;  and  the 
more  vexatious  was  it,  as  it  appeared  by  examination  that  many  of 
the  half  guineas  arc  found  loofc  in  the  letter  bags  at  the  Poft  Of- 
fice, (owin;::  to  the  carelcfs  manner  in  which  tliey  are  put  under  the 
fcals)  of  whicli  no  account  is  taken  \  it  was  true,  a  new  Office  Itad 
lately  been  cftabiiihed,  to  infure  the  fafc  carriage  of  money,  on  piy- 
xnent  of  a  certain  per  cent^igc,  but  Government  derived  no  advan- 
tage from  it :  the  clerks  in   this   Office  need  not  care  how  much 
money  was  loft  in  the  common  mode  of  letters  going  throvigh  the 
Pofl  Office,  and  the  reafon  was  evident  i  fome  one  or  other  benc- 
fitccl  by  the  advanced  rate  of  this  new  conveyance,  .and  thay  wilh^'d 
naturally  to  increafe  that  benefit,  by  driving  all  the  money  remit- 
tances into  that  channel.      In  regar.d  to  the.Lofs  of  bills,  &c.  in  the 
General  Pofl  Office,  Mr.  Dent,  faid,  he  had  fcen  letters  addrcdfcd 
to  the  Poft  Office,  ftatihg  the  "  lofs  of  confiderablc  property,  and 
that  it  was  not  tlie  firrt  time  the  fame  party  h^d  fuffercd  i  that  if 
the  ^Public  M'cre  made  acquainted  with  fuch  circumftance,   it  would 
not  only  grcdtly  difcrfdit  the  manner  of  .condudipg  the  Poft  Office, 
but  be  of  the  \noCx  infinite  conlcqucnce  to  that  great  national  con- 
ccrnj*     As  to  the  impropriety  the  honourable  Mepuber  (Mr.  Long][ 
ajjudcd  to,  in  producing;  tliis  bopk   to  the  Coii^rpittee,  Mr.  Dent 
contci^ded  it  was  within  tlie  9tder  under  which  the  Committee  iaiti^ 
51 
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^c   order,  apppintf  the  Committee  to  inquire  Into  ^dic  frauds  and 
liufcs  in  relation  to  the  fending  and  receiving  letters,  packets,  aiid 
arcclsj  free  of  portage.     Was  it  pofliblc,  he  faid,  there  Ihould  not 
5c  a  .very  laigc  number  of  letters  franked  by  Members  of  both 
loijfcrs  of  Parliament,  and  clerks  and  others  in  public  offices,  ma- 
ly  of  the  latter  coming  and  going  free  of  portage,  included,  amongft 
hofc  nhjfe  contents  by  this  dead-letter  book  amounted  to  fo  large  a 
^um  as  i4.,oool.  in  four  months  ;  the  truth  is,  upon  examination, 
ir.aiiy  were  found,  fomc  of  which,   if  occarton  required,   he  could 
f'arficub.rizc  to  the  Houfe.     As  to  any  objeflion  being  raifcd  to  ^^r- 
lM>nnor'8  r^vidcnce,  he  fhpuld  of  that  gentleman  briefly  fay,  that  he 
fceined  ^o  be  a  man  of  great  ihforrnation  and  ability,   and  ^at  {he 
cvijcnce  lie  had  given  appeared  to  liim  (Mr.  Dent)  to  be  clear^  ho- 
ne :r,  anJdccLfivc  :  Mr.  Bonnor  was  exonerated  from  the  duties'  of 
hl>  office  as  Deputy  Comptroller,   upon  fome  difpute  {n  tlic  Pod 
OtTicc,  and  ftill  received  a  falary  of  700I.  a.yoar,  tboiigli  the' place 
was  nearly  a  finecure  ;   this,  indeed,  might  He  one   rcafon  why  "the 
honoan\blc  Member  (Mr.  Long)  did  not  with  for  hii  evidence,  an 
cviilencc  given  without  cave  to  whom  it  wa$  agreeable ;  yet  Mr, 
Bonnor  is  not  the  only  perfon  exonerated  from  ofRcial  duty  receiving 
a  Tilary  :  for  he  undcrrtubd  Mr.  Palrner  had  aialary  of^pool.  a  year 
fn.m  the  Port  Office,  afid  did  even  left  thai  Mr.  Bonnor  ;   for^he 
larrcr  dHoccafionally  attend.     Mr.  Dent  then  remarked,   though 
Mr.  Bonnor  was  exonerated  from  the  duties  of  his. office,  ftJtl  W  was 
Deputy  Comptroller,  and  was  confidcred  as  fuch  in  the  Port  Office, 
having  always  had  recourfe  to  any  books  or  papers  in  the  Port  Office 
he  wifticd  for,  till  he  once  haci  been  examined  by  the  Committee  \ 
for  a  day  or  ,two  after-  that  examination,  being  defirous  61  making 
an  extrafl  from  fome  particular  book,    for  the  information  ot  the 
Committee,  he  was  refufed  the  book,  by  an  order  of  one  of  the  Prc- 
fidents.     Mr.  Dent  obfcrvcd,    this  was  not  the  only  '  inrtance  in 
which  the  Port  Office  might  be  confidered  to  have  interfered  with  the 
authority  6f  the  Committee  :  a  gentleman  of  acknowledged  integrity 
and  ability,   who  had  been  in  the  Port  Office  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years,  and  was  a  Vice  Prcfident,  had  given  a  few  days  fincc 
his  evidence'  in  regard  to  certain  abufes  in  the  Port  Office,  which 
evidence,  Mr.  Dent  faid,  did   him  great  credit  \  this  gentlemaa 
had,  within  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  been  difmirtcd  from  his  iittt« 
ation  as  Vice  Prcfident,  and  v/as  returned  to  the  ftation  he  was  taken 
from,  viz.  amongft  the  forting  clerks  ;  if,  therefore,  it  were  true, 
which  Mr.  Dent  faid  he  had  little  doubt,  that  the  evidence  exacted 
by  the  Committee  frora'this  gentleman,  was  the  occafion  of  his  dif* 
iniijalji  he  called  on  the  Houfc  to  aiTcrt  its  own  dignity  on  fuch  a 
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JTcahdaidus  breach  miie  on  it<  privilege,  which,  if  pennincd  eopafs 
bnnotlcedi  firdm  thi^  period  thelre  mfght  be  an  end  to  Its  ambonty  ; 
biit  cer'taihry  a  conclufiori  there  would  be  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe 
for  promoting  any  good  cffcfls,  by  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.     Kc 
flich  adverted  to  the  mode  of  fending  ncwfpapers  by  the  port,  and 
in  particular  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Roads  i^  the  General  Poft  Office, 
in  which  there  was  a  monftrous  abufc  in  their  fuppojcd  pnvilege  ;  fcr 
he  could  not  find  by'any  afi  of  PaVliament  they  were  cntitied  to  fend 
fiewfpapers,  free  of  poftage  ^  from  this  circumAahce  arofc  an  occa- 
iion  of  great  complaint  amongfl  many  gentlemen  in  the  oountiyy  not 
receiving  regularly  their  newfpapcrs  put  into  the  General  Poft Office; 
it  appeared   the  only  competitors   the  Clerks  of  the  Roads  had  in 
fending  newfpapcrs,  were  the  news  dealers,  who  forwarded  their 
papers  under  the  fan6Vioh  of  fome  Member's  nam'e  ;  it  was  noC  un- 
ufual,  on  the  report  of  any  great  debate  in  that  Hbufc,  ot  on  receiv- 
ing important  intelligence  frorh  abroad,  that  gentlemen  found  thccw 
fclves  difappoihtdd  of  tneir  ncwfpapers  the  following  poft  ;  they  of 
cciurie  applied  to  the  Provincial  Polhnailer  ;  he  ufually  expreifed  his 
forjpow  at  the  event,  but  being  in  the  fecrct,  and  underfhuidlng  the 
nature  of  the  bufinefs,  by  way  of  friendly  adS'icc,  advifed  the  partia 
complairilhg  to  take  their  papers  from  fome  particular  Clerk  of  tht 
Poft  Office,  and  then  tney  might  be  fdre  of,  and  depend  upon,  a 
regular  remittance.   One  of  thefe  Clerks  of  the  Roads,  it  came  out  ia 
examination,  had  caufcJ  many  of  his  private  letters  to  pafs  free  of 
|x)ftage,  though  hot  entitled  to  fuch  privilege  ;  and  it  was  under- 
flood  the  content's  were  dirc<5ed  to  the  country  Bookfellers,  infbrm- 
fng  them,  if  they  took  the  town  publications,  fuch  as  magazines, 
pamphlets,  &c.  through   certain  pcHbns,  they  would  not  only  be 
fent  free  of  poftage,  but  alfo  at  the  London  prices.     Upon  infpcc- 
^  tion,  it  appeared  that  certain  ncwfpapers  were  fent  undamped ;  ma- 
ny  old  ones  bought  at  Coffee  Houfes,  for  an  halfpenny  a  piece,  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  inclofing  letters,  and,  under  the  fan^on  of  the 
hcwfpaper,  avoiding  the  poftage  ;  on  the  margin  alfo  of  odKr  ncwf- 
papers, a  fort  of  correfpondence  was  continually  carried  on,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Revenue ;  and  one  newfpaper,  in  particular,  it 
came  out  in  evidence,  had   thcfc  words  written  on  the  margin— 
'*  I  am   forry  I  could  not  fend  this  letter  before ;  but  I  have  not 
**  been  able  to  get  an  old  newfpaper  (boner."     Mr.  Dent  faid,  he 
(hould  now  conclude  wichohferving,  that  the  abufes  in  franlting,  in 
the  Ciiftbm  Houfe  in  particular,  and  the  Excife  Office,  inuft  be 
churmous,  as  the  poftage  of  the  former  amounted  to  between  five  and 
fix  tlioufand  pounds  a  year,  there  being  no  cheque ;  the  latter  to  up- 
wards of  three  thoufand  pounds.     Government^  indecd|  bad|  fincc 
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« 

notice  was  given  in  the  Houfe  of  an  intended  inquiry^  liTued  V€fiy 

fh-ong  orders  to  hinder  improper  franking  in  alt  Public  Offices,  but 

he  much  feared  it  woidd  only  have  a  temporary  efh&,  and  that  no- 

tKlng  (hort  of  an  ad  of  Parliament  for  each  offence  would  cut  up  the 

AVnifiL  fay  ike  toots  ;  he  lanfiented   mud)  the  Committee  had  been 

opened  for  all  Who  came  to  have^  voices,  as  he  believed  k  was  the 

firft  inftance  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  not  being  a  fccn*  one.— 

Tlie  bad  effeA in  delay,  &c.  had  been  vifibly  felt,  as  gentlemen, 

not  acquainted  with  the  farmer  evidbnce,  frequently  dropt  in,  aid, 

'by'  their  qncfHons>  had^ntpeated  to  them  -ever  and  over  again,  what 

other  gentlemen,  who  had  attended  from  the  beginning  and  daUy, 

had  debated  ^t  length,  and  fetded.     Mr.  Dent  faithfully  declared 

he  meant  nothing  pcrfbnal  by  this  inquiry ;  that  his  only  wi(h  was 

(a  du^  tncignbent  on  qvery  Member  iii  that  Houfe)  to  fee  juffice 

done  to  Individuals  ;  the  public  rnind«fatisfied  as  to  public  reports 

of  abufes,  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  jproperly  coUeded^  and  'a« 

properly  applied.  ^ 


The  following  Papers  were  laid  on  the  tablej,  for  the  perufaA  of 
tiyc  Members : ! 
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1795*  DEBATES. 


R  E  P  O  R  T^ 


TDic  COMMITTEE,    to  whom  the  Pctitioir  of  the  Merchants* 

connc£led  with,  and  trading  to,  the  Iflands  of  Grenada  and 

St.  ViijCENT,  was  referred,   have,  purfuant  to  the  Order  of 

die  Houfe,  confidcred  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition :  To  prove 

"  the  allegations  whereof, 

YOUR  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  feveral  merchants 
of  eminence  connected  with  the  iiland^  of  Grenada  and  Saint  Vin- 
cent. 

The  concurring  accounts  received  from  thcfe  gentlemen  fully  fub- 
ihmtiated  the  firft  allegatioi^  of  the  petition,  refpeding  the  nature 
and  caufes  of  the  calamities  fudained  by  thofe  iflands.  From  the 
iituation  in  which  the  iflands  ftoodat  the  time  when  the  laft  accounts- 
came  away,  it  was  impofitble  that  any  particular  detail  could  be 
gi ven^  of  the  whole  lofs  which  has  been  incurred ;  but  it  appeared 
that  in  both  the  iflands  a  laige  proportion  of  theeflates  had  been  laid 
waftc,  their  manufaAufcd  produce  plundered,  andthe cattle  driven 
away ;  and  in  many  o^  them  tlie  crops,  upon  the  ground,  and  the 
buildings  and  works,  entirely  dcflroycd.  The  ncceflary  abfence  of 
the  owners  and  Managers  at  the  feafon  of  the  crop  was  alfo  reprefent^ 
ed  as  occafioning  a  material  lofs,  even  to  thofe  cftatcs- which  might 
have  cfcapcd  actual  devaflation. 

In  confcquence  of  thefe  events,  not  only  a  great  part  of  the  cmp^ 
which  would  have  been  remitted  home  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent 
yexc  has  been  lofl,  but  even,  on  tlie  fuppofition  of  a  fpeedy  refloni'- 
tion  of  tranquillity,  the  crop  of  the  fuccceding  year  muft  be  mate- 
«ally  aflPcdted ;  and  a*  very  confidcrable  expence  incurfcd  in  the  in- 
-terval,  for  repairing  the  works,  and  replacing  the  ftock  on  the  diffe- 
Tcnt  eflates ;  and  in  Grenada  the  interruption  of  the  trade  carried  on 
with  the  free  prt  cftabliOicd  there  muft  he  conlidcrcd  as  an  aduitioii 
to  die  diftreik  of  that  ifland,  and  a  farther  diminution  of  its  means 
of  remittance. 

On  comparing  the  calculations  from  fuch  materials  as  were  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended*your  Committee,. there  ap- 
peared good  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  amount  of  the  lofs  in  the  re-» 
niittances  of  the  prefent  year,  together  with  the  cxpence  to  be  in» 
curred  in  reftoring  the  plantations  to  a  ftatc  of  cukivaiion,  can  hardly. 
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Your  Committee  fed  it  their  duty  to  fubmit  t6  the  Houfe,  as  the 
TcTuIt  of  their  examination,  that  the  allegations,  in  the  petition  re- 
ferred to  them  have  been  fully  proved ;  and  particularly  diat  the  en- 
gagements which  have  been  contracted  on  the  credit  of  the  cxpc&ed 
remhtances  cannot  b^  fulfilled,  nor  thoTe  fupplks  fumifhed  which 
are  neceifary  for  the  future  cultivation  of  the  iflands,  unlefs,  on  a 
confidcration  of  the  (peci  1I  circumftanccs  of  the  ca^e,  Parliament 
fhould  in  its  wifdom  think  fit  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  render 
the  credit  and  refources  of  the  parties  interefled  effectual  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  relieving  them  from  their  prefi^nt  embsyrraflments. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  fer  the  Year  x  795. 

NAVY. 

Januarys,  1795. 

£.       u   i. 
1;  That  ioo,roo  men  be  employed  for  thefea  fcr- 
TSGCy  for  the  yea*-  179$^  including  15,000  marines. 

2.  Thrit  a  fuir.,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  per 
month*  be  allowed  for  maintaining^  th'^  faid  100,000 
men,  forij  mohtht,  tncloding  ordnance  for  fca  fer-  « 

vice  ■  H,  ■  5200000    O    • 

February  17. 

X.  Foft  the  ordinary  bf  the  Nafy,  tncludiog  half 
pay  to  fea  and  marine  nfiicenf  for  the  year  179J    —    5^9^13    3    9 

2.  Towards  the  buildinp.s,  re  buildings,  and  repaiia 

of  (hips  oi  war  in  Hia  Maje%*t  and  the  Merchants' 

yards,  and  other  extra  works,  orer  and  aboTC  what  are 

propofed  to  be  done  upon  the  heads  of  Wear  and  Tear 

and  Ordinary 9  for  the  year  1795  "^         *~    5^5^4^    ^    ^ 

Note.— ^March  ^,  it  was  refolvcd.  That  provi- 

fioB  be  Toade  for  enablin?  Hb  Majefty  to  fa- 

tisfy  all  the  bills  £a;^able  in  courfe  of  the  Nary 

and  ViduaUing  Ulhces,  which  were  made  out 

on  orbefere  the  30th  day  of  September,  1793, 

atnountiog  10  the  fum  of  1,863,018!.  38.  ad. 

^3H5i3    3    9 


LAND  SERVICE. 

January  22,  X79$. 

T.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  5,882 
invalids,  not  exceeding  x  19,380  eficdive  men,  com- 
milEoned  and  non-commiffioncd  Officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  year  t79C. 

2.  For  defraying  the  cnarge  of  119,180  effe^ve 
men  fur  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  Mis  Majelly's 
-land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfcy, 

on  the  Continent,  and  on  board  the  fleet  •■  ^777S34  '9    < 

3.  For  maintaining  His  Majefly's  forces  in  the  Plan- 
tations, including  thoie  fcrving  at  Gibraltar,  and  in 
Corfica,  and  a  corps  of  foot  in  Ne^  South  Wales,  for 

the  year  1795    ^  ■     ■  691307  15    7 

4.  For  defraying  the  difference  between  the  Britifh 
and  Iridi  pay  of  fix  reginxnrs  of  foot  for  fcrvice  in  the 

WeQ  Indies,  for  the  year  179$  ■  ■    ■■         — .       40096    9    9 

5.  On  account  for  the  pay  ncccfTary  to  be  advanced 
to  (^no  regiment  of  light  dra,coons,  and  nine  battaiioaa 

of  foot,  for  fervicc  in  £ail  India,  for  tho  year  1 795  832}  17  10} 


A*  1795. 


DEBATES 


^.  For  defraviDg  the  chargc^^  rccnuting,  contin- 
gencies, and  of  the  allowance  of  bread  and  ncceflaries 
Hia  Majefly'sland  forces,  of  the  allowance  of  ex- 
fcccj  to  the  cavalry  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
<^l»^rgc  of  poundage  to  be  returned  to  the  infantry,  for 

«iio  year  1795   .         .  

7,  For  defraying- the  charge  of  levy-money  and  fub- 
HAencc,  and  of  the  allowance  for  clothing  and  accou- 
t^remcnts  for  the  augmentations  to  be  made  to  His  Ma- 

je£ly*s  land  forces,  in  the  year  1795  

8«  For  th<f  pay  of  General  and  Staff  Officers,  and 

ers  of  the  Hofpitals,  fcrving  with  the  forces  in 

rcat  Britain,  Guernfcy,    and  Jcrfcy,   and  on  the 

Continent,  fof  the  year  1795  *  

9.  For  defraying  the  charges  'of  full  pay  to  fuper- 
numerary  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  including 
clie  Officers  of  independent  companies,  and  of  regi- 
inents  drafted,  or  to  be  drafted,  for  the  year  1795 

For  the  allowance  to  the  Paymaftcr  General  of 


IS  Majefly's  forces,  to  the  Sccrctar}'  at  War,  to  the 
CommifTary  General  of  the  Mullers,  to  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General,  to  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Ac^counts 
of  the  Army,  their  deputies  and  clerks,  including  the 
contingent  ezpences  of  their  refpe^^ive  offices,  and  for 
the  amount  of  Exchequer  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  Pay- 
mafler  General,  for  the  year  1795  ■  ■  >      - 

11.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  Officers  of  His 
Majefty's  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1795 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  the 
feveral  Officers  and  private  Gentlemen  of  the  late 
troops  of  Horfe  Guards,  for  the  year  1 795  — ^ 

ij.  On  account  of  the  feveral  Officers  late  in  the 
fervicc  of  the  States  General,  for  the  year  1 795      — 

14.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  Officers  of  His 
Majcfty's  Britifli  American  forces,  for  the  year  1795 

I  s-  For  defraying  th?  charge  of  allowances  to  fevc- 
ral  reduced  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  Britifli  American 
forces,  for  the  year  .1795  — : — 

1 6.  Upon  account  for  defraying  the  charge  of  pen- 
fions  to  be  paid  to  the  widows  of  commiffioned  Officers, 
and  expences  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  179^ 

1 7.  Upon  account  of  expences  of  the  new  roads  of 
communication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  High- 
lands of  North  Britain,  in  the  year  1795  "^ 

i8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi- 
litia in  South  Britain,  and  of  feveral  corps  of  fencible 
in^ntry  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  the 
IfleofMan,  for  the  year  179$ 


19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  contingencies,  of 
the  allowance  of  bread  and  necefTaries,  and  of  pound- 
age for  the  embodied  militia,  and  corps  of  fencible  in- 
fuitry  in  Qrcat  Britain,  for  the  year  1 705  — 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  clothing  for  the  em- 
bodied miKtia  in  South  Britain^  for  the  year  1 795 
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385000    o    o 


480000    o    o 


X15820    o    3 


79978    4    4 


iioSio  18  3 

128864    3  9 

23s  16  J 

1000    o  o 

52500    o  o 

7500    o  o 

16387  13  3 
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21.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  federal  corps  of         £•      /.    /• 
fencible  cavalry,  for  fervice  In  Great  Britain,  for  the 

year  1795  -  '  280048     %    3 

22.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  allowance  of 
bread  and  nect*ffaries,  and  of  extra  feed  for  the  (ereral 
corps  of  fenciblc  cavalry  in  Great  Britaio,  for  the 

year  1795  ■  Soooo    o    0 

23.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  i8,GOO  Hanoveri- 
ans, in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1795         49S^5S     ^    ^ 

24.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  12,531  raen  of  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc  Caflcl,  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fublidy  for  the  year 

1795,  pwrfu ant  to  treaty  —  —    335253     o    o 

25.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  30QO  men  of  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HcfTe  Darn^ftadr,  in  the 
pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy  for 

the  year  1705,  purfuant  to  treaty  ■  76076     o    o 

26.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  2,289  men  of  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  together 

with  the  "fubfidy  for  the  year  1795?  purfuant  to  treaty      92242     o    o 

February  23. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  His  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in- 
curred, from  the  25th  day  of  December,  J  7931  to  the 

i4th  day  of  December,  1794  ■  *  3063968  12     4 

2.  For  the  charge  of  feveral  regiments  and  corps  to 
be  railed  for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  an  a(^  pafTed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament^ 
for  enabling  fubje<^s  of  France  to  enlift  as  foldiers  in 

regiments  to  fcrve  on  the  Cputinent  of  Europe,  &c.         427269    t     6 

February  26. 

To  enable  His  Majefty  to  make  good  his  engage- 
ments with  the  King  of  ^rdinia  aoocoo    o    o 

March  3. 

1 .  To  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc  Caffel,  for  extraor- 
dinaries  incurred  during  the  late  war  in  America,  by 
the  Hclfian  troops  employed  in  His  Majeftv*s  fervice, 

purfuant  to  the  treaty  with  his  Serene  Highnefs  688^  ix    oj 

2.  For  monies  due  to  the  reprcfentativet  of  the  late 
-Richard  Ofwald,  Efq.   as  Contra^or  for  fupplying 

bread  and  waggons  to  the  allied  army  in  Germany, 

tinder  the  command  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  BrunA 

wick,  betu'een  September  i7?8Tind  March  1763,  and 

as  Commiffaiy  of  Bread  and  Forage,  from  the  19th  of 

February,   1759,  to  the  8th  of  June,  1760,  and  as     \ 

Supcrintendant  ot  Engliih  and  He(Oan  Waggon  Trains, 

from  the  ift  of  June,    1762,  to  the  ift  of  January, 

1763  #  —      4t688  14    6i 

April  27.  . 

>'  t.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  ieveral  augmenta* 
t ions  to  the  embodied  militia,  in  the  year  1 794  23806  11    { 

I 
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a.  For  dtfraying  tlic  charge  of  corps  traDsfcrrcd        £,      i,    d. 
from  the  Irifti  to  the  Britidi  euablifhmcnt,  tor  fcvcral 
pcHods,  in  the  year  1794  >  -—   .246877  15    o 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and  out  pen- 
iioiiers  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  and  the  expences  of  the 
fald  Hofpihil  for  the  year  170$         —       —       —       14985615     1 
Note. — On  the  2^d  of  February  it  was  refoWed, 
That  provifion  be  made  for  the  pay  and  cloath* 
ing  of  the  militia,  for  the  year  179;. 
17th  March,  RefoWcd,  That  provilion  be  made 
for  making  allowances,  in  certain  cafes,  to  Tub- 
altern  Officers  of  the  militia^  in  time  of  peace. 

11720547    I J      3I 

ORDNANCE. 

January  22,  1795. 

1 .  For  defraying  the  cxpencc  of  ferviccs  performed 
by  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  land  fervicc,  and  not 
providedforby  Parliament  in  1795  — —      34^55     i     9 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  ferviccs  performed  , 
by  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  fea  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1 793         —       ^5357   ^4     5 

3 .  For  defraying  the  expences  of  fervices  performed 
by  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  land  fervicc,  and  not 
provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1794  i 

4.  For  defraying  the  expcnccof  fcrvlces  performed 
by  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  fea  fervice,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  bv  Paaliamcnt  in  1794  —       39387     o 

5.  For  the  charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for 
land  fervicc,  for  the  year  1 795  -  1 1 76804  1 7 


1045305  19     8 


23210x0  13  10 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

February  19,  1795. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  edablifh-  * 
ment  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  year 

1795  - — ^ — —         7175     o     o 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftablifli- 
mcnt  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  year 

1795  *  _         4415     o     o 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  cftablifhment 
of  the  province  of  New  Brunfwick,  from  the  24tb  day 

of  June,  1/9^,  to  the  24th  d'<y  of  June,   1776  455©    o    ^ 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftahlifh- 
mcnt  of  the  iHand  of  Saint  Jv)hn,  in  America,  for  the 

year  1795         *.  .  '9^o    o    ^ 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  ci^ablifli- 
ment  of  the  ifland  cf  Cape  Breton,  from  the  24th  day 

of  June,  17959  to  the  24th  day^of  June,  1796        —         1800    o    • 

4O  2 
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6,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftablKh-        jf.      J.   i- 
nent  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  ifl  day 

of  April,  17<>S,  to  the  1  ft  day  of  April,  1796        —         1*32  10    0 

7,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Bahama  Illands,  in  addition  to  the  fala- 
ries  now  paid  to  the  public  Officers  out  of  the  duty 
fund,  and  other  incidental  charges  attending  the  fame, 

for  the  year  1 795  4^50    o    0 

8,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  falary  of  the 
Chief  Jufticc  of  the  Bermuda  or  Somcrs  Iflands,  from 
the  24th  day  of  June,  i79S>  to  the  24th  day  of  June, 

1796  — t         S^    ^    ^ 

9,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  falary  of  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  for  the  year 


1795 


600    o    o 


10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftablifh- 
mentof  New  South  Wales,  from  the  loth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1794,  to  the  I oth  day  of  October,  1795      —         5141     00 

11.  For  defraying  the  extraordinanr  cxpence  of  His 
MajeftyV  Mint,  from  the  ift  day  ct  January  to  the 

27th  day  of  July,  1794,  both  inclufi^e  5682    2    4 

12.  ror  defraying  the  extraordinary  expencc  of  His 
Majefly's  Mint,  from  the  28th  day  of  July  to  the  31ft 

day  of  December,  1794  —  i-        1386    2    6 

'    February  23, 

I.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  by  His  Majcfty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  Ad- 
drefles'of  the  Houfe  ■  —      47^49    ^    5 

'  2.  For  the  payment  of  fuch  part  of  the  principal  and 
intereft  thereupon,  as  fhall  become  due  on  or  before 
the  cth  day  of  April  1795,  on  all  the  orders  made  out, 
purluant  to  an  act  of  the  28th  year  of  his  prcfent  Ma- 
jcfty's reign,  for  giving  relief  to  American  and  Eaft 
rlorida  futtbrers  »  204549    6    i 

3.  For  the  payment  of  fuch  part  of  the  principal  and 
intereft  thereupon,  as  ftiali  become  due  on  or  before 
the  cth  day  of  April  1 795,  on  all  the  orders  made  our, 
puruiant.  to  an  ad  of  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  granting  relief  to  American  and 

feaft  Florick  futfere rs  —  *    ■  SS^'  '7    ^ 

4.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  in  confequeiice  of  the  expences  incurred  in  carry- 
ing on  the  profecuiion  againft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq. 

and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament  4794    ^    ^ 

5.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  ha&  been  if- 
fued  for  the  expcnce  of  fundry  articles  fent  to  the  fet- 
flement  in  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  amount  of 
bills  drawn,  and  of  other  expences  incurred,  on  account 
of  the  Convids  at  that  Settlement,  and  which  has  not 

been  made  good  by  Parliament  .  —  —        ^5^    8    4 

6.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  Duncan  Campbell,  Efq.  for  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employir^^  Convicts  on 
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^lie  river  ThamcSi  and  which  has  not  been  made  good        £.      s.    dm 
lyy  Parliament  '    ■      ■  ■■  'M^  '3     ^ 

7;  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  iifued 
Xo  Jamea  Bradley,  fifq,  for  the  expence  of  mountain* 
ing  and  guarding  Convicts  in  Langftone  and  Portf« 
mouth  harbours.  &c.  and  which  has  not  been  made 
£ood  by  Parliament  '  —       15440     J  iif 

8.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  Thomas  Cotton,  Efq.  out  of  His  M ajeily*t 
Civil  Lift  Revenues^  for  defraying  the  expence  of  al- 
lowances for  the  relief  of  American  Civil  Cmicers,  and 
others,  who  have  fuffered  on  account  of  their  attach- 
ment to  His  Majcfty's  Govermncnt  ^      ^49$^^    ®    ^ 

9.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  to  William  Chin- 
nery,  Efq,  out  of  His  Majedy's  Civil  Lift  Revenues, 
to  be  by  him  paid  over  to  certain  French  proprietors  of 

the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  to  enable  them  to  go  there        1 059  14    o 

io«  To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jefty*8  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  to  John  Wilmot,  Efq. 
Robert  Banks- Jenkinfon,  Efq.  Sir  William  PeppercU, 
Baronet,  and  Philip  Metcalfe,  Efq.  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  .the  relief  of  the  fuffering  Clergy  and 
Laity  of  France  —  —         —      98410    o    o 

I  !•  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  from  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  for  His  Majcfty'b  fervice 
abroad,  between  the  5th  day  of  January  1794,  and 
the  jth  day  of  January,  1 79 J.         —        —        — -        a4335  18    • 

1 2.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  to  William  Chinnery,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty 's  Civil  Lift  Revenues, 
to  enable  him  to  difcharge  claiips  for  fees  on  efcheats 
and  forfeitures  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 

for  other  fervices 468  16     i 

13.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if; 
fued  to  William  Pollock  and  Willlara  Huftiiflbn,  Efqrs. 
at  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's 

Civil  Lift  Revenues  for  an  allowance  to  a  fuperinten-  / 

dant  appointed  to  attend  the  buftnefs  ari(ing  out  of  an 

a£^  palled  in  the  laft  fefllon  of  Parliament,  intituled, 

**  An  2i0i  for  eftabliftiing  Regulations  refpcdting  Aliens 

*'  arriving  in  this  kingcbm,  or  refident  therein,  in  cer- 

•*  tain  cafes,*'  from  the  loth  day  of  January  1793, 

to  the  nth  day  of  July   1794;    and  for  expences  of 

printing,  in  confequeoce  of  the  above-mentioned  a^, 

from  the  5th  day  of  January  1793,  ^°  *^^  3®^b  day  of 

April  following ■  1089    6     a^ 

14.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma« 
jcfty*8  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  to  Thomas  Evance,  Efq.. 
as  an  allowance  to  himfelf,  and  Thomas  Brodie,  gen- 
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'  tlemaniy  for  tontinuing  and  perfe6lio|r  the  index  to  tbe  £•    /•  i* 

Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  —  —  869  19    o 

I  ^.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  which  has  been  if- 
fucd  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Civil  Lill  Revenues,  to  the  reprcfcntatlvcs  of 
William  Blackburne*  Efq.  as  a  compcnfatiou  for  his 
trouble  in  making  defigns  for  the  Penitentiary  Houfes 
intended  to  have  been  built  at  the  public  expence,  and 
for  a  variety  of  other  bufinefs  done  relative  thereto  ; 
and  to  Jeremy  Bentham,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  make 
preparations  for  the  cuftody  and  care  of  the  Convidis 
propofed  to  beVonfined  in  the  Penitentiary  Houfes  •2833   10    5 

x6«  For  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  for  the  year  1 79{         3000    o    o 

February  26. 

To  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
gland,  to  be  by  them  pUccd  to  the  account  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt    200000    o    • 

March  3. 

To  be  employed  in  repairing,  maintaining,  and 
fupporting,  the  Britidi  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa  —  y  —      20000    O    • 

April  27. 

To  Thomas  Riucutt  Mafli,  for  the  like  fum  ad- 
vanced by  him  for  the  five  firft  payments  towards  the 
lottery  for  the  year  1794,  and  which  became  forfeited 
to  the  Public,  by  omitting  to  make  the  future  pay- 
xneuu  —  ■  —  5*5  16    % 

May  74. 

1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  ifllied  at  the  receipt 
of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Re- 
venues, to  Jannis  Willis,  Efq.  to  be  applied  with  a 
view  lothcToiming.an  cllabliflimcnl  in  Alrica,  for  the 
purpofe  of  opening  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 

interior  parts  of  that  continent.         —  ■  4069     2    o 

2.  To  make  good  the  like  fum,  ifflied  to  John  Wil- 
mot,  Efq,  the  honourable  Robert  Banks  Jenkinfon, 
Sir  William  Pep;)crcU  Baronet,  and  Philip  Metcalfe, 
Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  Hii  Ma- 
jefty's  Civil  Lilt  Ri*venucs,  from  the  13th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1795,  tor  the  fupport^^  clothing,  maintenance, 
&c.  ot  the  tuft'erinp;  Clergy  and  Laity  of  I* ranee,  and 
to  fundry  perfon?,  foniu'rly  olHcers  of  marine,  or  in 
the  mag  ill  racy  ot  France,    a,nd  which  have  not  been 

made  good  by  Parliament  _*     37500     Q    • 

June  10. 

To  be  appiiel  in  fypport  of  an  inllituiion,  called 
the  Vctcrin:iry  Collf^c  »>  .-         i»500     o    o 
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■  June  ij* 

"    X .  Towards  defraying  the  expence  of  making  pre-         £•     i.    J. 

firadon  for  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnels  the 
li nee  of  Wales  _— —  ■       27500    o    o 

2*  For  defraying  the  expence  of  completing  the 
vvorka  at  Carlton  Houfe  t  — y-      25000    o    o 


857210  16    8i 


LOANS  DISCHARGED. 

January  6,  1795. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a£t,  pailed  in  the  lafl  fef- 

£oa  of  Parliament^  intituled,  *'  An  a£l  for  raifiniof  a  cer-    '         , 

tain  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1794,*'  and  charged  upon  the 

firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feilion  of  Parliament  zoooooo    o    o 

2.  For  paying  aS  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a(ft,  paiTed  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  **  An  a6t  for  railing  a 
farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 794,"  and  charged  upon 

the  firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  Parli-  ^ 

ament  «  — >  1500000    o    o 

3.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bilb,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a^t,  paiTed  in  the  iaft 
feffion  of  Parliament,  intitled,  *^  An  a£t  for  enabling 
**  His  Majcrty  to  raife  the  fum  of  2,500,000!.  for  the 
**  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and  charged 
upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feifion  of 

Parliament        ■    ■  ^__,  2500000    o    o 


6000000    o    o 
DEFICIENCIES, 

April  20,   X  795. 

X,  To  make  good  the  deficiencey  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1794  —    744057  11     i 

2.  To  complete  the  fum  of  2,697,000!.  granted  to 
His  Mdjefty  out  c»f  the  confolidated  fund  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year  1794  — .  84?()r5    4 


2 


3 
7 


1592972  15     3f 
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March  30,   1795. 

•    To  enable  His  Majcfly  to  defray  apy  extraordinary        jf .       x.   L 

expences  which  may  be  incurred  for  the  fenrice  of 

the  year  2795^  and  to  tnke  all  fuch  meafures  as  the 

exigency  of  afEurs  may  require  -  — *  2$oocxx>    o   c 


Total  of  Supplies      —     31307^65    i  io| 

WAYS  and  MEANS  for  raifing  the  above  SUPPLIES,  gnmtri 
to  His  Majefty,  for  the  for  vice  of  the  year  1 7^5. 

January  Sth,  1795* 

1.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  34th  year 
of  his  prcfent  Majefly's  reign,  have  cojitinuance  to  the 
24thddyof  June  17959  be  further  continued,  and 
charged  upon  all  malt  which  fiiall  be  made,  and  upon 
all  mum  which  (hall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cy- 
der and  perry  ithich  ihall  be  made  for  (ale  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  23d  day  of  June 

1795,  to  the' 24th  day  of  June  1796  750000    o    • 

2.  That  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and 
no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  17959  upon  lands,  tenements, 
herec^iraments,  penfions,  omces,  and  perfbnal  eflates, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed :  and  that  a  pro* 
portionablc  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the 

Treaty  of  Union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  gf  Great  Bri-  • 

tain  called  Scotland  <— ^- —  — 2000000    o   0 

February  24. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
M:yefty,  the  fum  of  eighteen  millions  be  raifed  by  an- 
nuities, in  manner  following,  that  is  to  fay;  that 
every  contributor  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions 
fliall,  &c,  -■  -  18000000    o    • 

.     .  '  March  9. 

1.  That,  toward*  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majcfty,  the  fum  of  two  millions  be  raifcd  by  loans  or 
Exchequer  bills,  to  be  ch^t^ed  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 
pranted  in  the  next  feffioik  of  Parliament,  and  fuch  Ex- 
chequer bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  there- 
upon, on  or  before  the  5  th  day  of  April  1796,  to  be 
exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as 
Exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  2000000    o    • 

2.  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefly,  the  farther  f^jm  of  1,50^,0001.  be  raifed  by 
loajis  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft 
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aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  fefEon  of  Parliament, 

and  (uch  £xcheqaer  bills,  if  not  difcbarged,  with  in-         j^.      /•    dm 

tcreft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  ah  day  of  April 

X  796,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  ^ 

Tuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  ex- 

clianged  and  received  in  payment        —  ■    ■■    1 500900    o    o 


March' 26. 

That,  towards  raifing  tlic  fupply  granted  to  His  Ma* 
jcfly,  the  fum  of  fcven  hundred  and  fiftyreight  thbu- 
iand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds,  thirteen  Ihil-     • 
lings  and  four  pence,  be  raifcd  by  way  of  lottery,  fuch 
lottery,  &c.     (vide  Paper  marked  B.)  7S8S4J  '3     4^' 

I 

March  3 1  • 

# 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
iVIajedy,  the  fum  of  2,5oo,oo3U  be  raifed  by  loans 
or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firil  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament  ——2500000    o    o 

April  23.  ' 

Thar,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
.His  Majefly,  there  be  iilued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
2,895,0001.  out  of  the  monies  that  mall  arife  of  the 
furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  2'89500o  ^o    o 

Note — ^March  9,  it  was  refolvcd,  That  all  perfons 
intereiled  in,  or  intitled  unto,  any  bills  payable  in 
courfe  of  the  Navy  or  Victualling  O^Hces,  which 
were  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  September 
1 793,  who  fliall  on  or  before  the  i  ft  day  of  May  1 795, 
carry  the  fame,  (after  having  had  the  intereft  due 
thereupon  computed  and  marked  upon  the  faid  bills  at 
the  navy  or  victualling  offices  refpcdtivcly,  to  the  loth 
day  of  March  1795)  to  the  Treafurer  of  His  Majefty  *s 
navr,  to  be  marked  or  certified  by  him,  dr  his  pay- 
mafter  and  cafhier,  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  (hall  be  entitled,  in  refpeS  of 
the  lame,  to  one  hundred  and  ei?ht  pounds  capital 
flock,  for  every  one  hundred  pounas  contained  in  fuch 
certificates,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
lefler  fam,  fuch  capital  ftock  to  be  attended  with  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  5I.  per  centum  per  annum, 
to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January  1795,  *^ 
be  payable  half-yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft, 
the  faid  annuities  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint 
i!ock  with,  and  to  be  redeemable  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  like  manner,  as  the  annuities  eftablifhed  by  th« 
ads  of  the  24th,  25th,  and  34th  years  of  his  prefent 
Majefty  *s  reign,  for  granting  annuities  to  fatisfy  navy, 
viftualiing,  and  transport  bills,  and  ordnance  deben- 
tures ;  and  that  the  faid  annuities  (hall  be  charged  upon, 
^   and  paVabletnit  of,  the  confolidated  fund.  ^ 

VouXLl-  aP 
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March  19* 

Refolved,  That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing 
of  the  militia,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  for  one  year,  beginning  the  25th  day  of 
March  1795*  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by 
the  land  tax,  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 795. 

Alfo  refolved,  that  th**  allowances  to  certain  (ubal- 
tcrn  officers  of  the  militia,  in  time  of  peace;  for  the 
year  1795,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by 
the  land  tax  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795. 

June  10. 

Refolved,  That  every  pcrfon,  who  has  contributed 
towards  the  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  granted  by  an 
adt.of  this  feffion  of  Parliament  fhali  aUb  be  entitled, 
for  every  fum  of  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  to  a  far- 
ther annuity  of  one  fliilling,  to  commence  from  the 
loth  day  of  0£^ober  1 794,  and  to  continue  for  the 
term  of^  fixty-five  years  and  a  quarter,  and  then  to 
ceafe,  which  fl^all  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint 
ftock  with,  the  annuity  of  eight  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  granted  by  the  laid  a£t. 


■»^ 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means  £.  29903541  13    4 


Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Mctxw     j^.     <  4037*3     S     6f 


(A.)     Referred  to  in  page  656.     Feb.  24: 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Maicfty,,  Ac  fum  of 
eighteen  millions  be  railed  by  annuities,  in  manner  iouowiiig  ;  that  is 
to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  milKons  iha3U  f<^r 
^very  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fam  of  xod. 
in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum,  to  commence finora  the  5th 
day  of  January,  179S1  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joidt  ilock 
with,  the  31.  per  centum  annuities,  confolidated  by  the  a&  of  the  s^th, 
28th,  29th,  32d,  and  33d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  Uitc  Maiedy  King 
George  the  Second,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  a£is,  and  to  be  payable 
and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  ana  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  fubj '61  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the 
faid  3I.  per  centum  confoUdated  annuities  are  payable  and  tcaiisfernibiQ 
there. 

That  every  contributor  fhall  alfo  be  entitled  to  the  farther  principal  fum 
of  33I.  65.  8d.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4!.  per  centuoo,  to  coinrocnce 
from  the  loth  day  ofOdober,  i794»  and  to  be  added  to,  and  madeooe 
joint  (lock  with,  certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I,  per  centum, which 
were  confolidated  by  ihe  a(5\8  of  the  20th,  21ft,  2sd,  23d,  tad  54^11 
years  of  the  reign  of  hi»  prefeat  Majcfty,  aod  to  be^ayable  ind  uam* 
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^Dtrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  t»me^  and  in  the  fiime  mao* 
j^cr,  and  fubjcd  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament^  as  the  faid  4I.  ficr 
crcmum  confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  translerrable  there. 

Thar  tTery  fuch  contributor  fliall  likewifc  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 

«ight  flnlUngs  .and  fix  pence  per  centum,  to  commence  frcfm  the  loth  day 

^4^0dober,  17^  and  to  continue  for  the  term  of  fixty^five  years-ajida 

c|uarter,  and  then  to  ceafe,  over  and  above  the  prioc^l  fume  of  lool* 

fiffter  the  rate  of  3L  per  centum  per  annum,  and  33I.  6$.  8d.,  after  the 

r^te  of  4I.  per  centum  per  annum,  in  refpe^i  of  every  lool.  to  be  con- 

tt-ibuted  and  paid  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  whidi 

aniiuitv  tif  eight  fhillings  and  lixpence  per  centum,  fo  to  continue  for 

iixtv«Dve  years  and  a  quarter,  fhall*  be  added  tcr,  and  made  one  joint  Hook 

ivitd,  certain  annuities  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  which  were 

^;tamed  for  the  feveral  terms  of  ninety-nine,  ninety -eight,  eighty,  feven- 

cy«€]gkt,  feven-frven  years*    feventy-iive  years  and  a  half,  fixty-ninc 

yean  and  a  quarter,  and  (ixty-fix  years  and  a  quarter,  and  were,  by  the 

a6ls  of  the  4th,  abth,  and  22d  yeartf  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majeily, 

and  by  feveral  fubfequent  a^s,  confolidated,  and  made  one  joint  flock 

of  annuities,  and  Iball  be  paid,  payable,  and  transferrable,  at  the  fame 

time,  and  in  the  Qjne  manner,  as  the  faid  annuities,  fo  confolidated  by 

the  ftdts  of  the  4th,  aoth,  and  2  ad  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 

jeAy,  are  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  faid  Bank  of  England. 

That  the  feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3].  per  centum,  4].  per 
centum,  and»8s.  6d.  per  centum,  fo  to  be  payaUe  as  aferefaid,  wall  be 
chai;gedand  chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  the  confolidated  fund. 
That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  27  th  day  of  this  inflant 
February,  make  a  depofit  of  20I.  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  fat  or  flie 
-  fliall  chMfe  tofobfcribe  towards  railing  the. faid  fum  of  eighteen  millionf, 
with  the  Chief  Cafhier  or  Cafhiers  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  afecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  on  or  be* 
fore  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

loU  per  centum  on  or  before  the  1 7th  day  of  April  next. 
lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  1 2th  day  of  June  next, 
lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  July  next. 
1 5!.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28rh  day  of  Augufl  next. 
1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Odtober  next. 
1 5 1,  per  centum  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  November  next. 
xjU  percentum  on  or  before  the  X5th  day  of  Januilry,  1796. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  Cafhier  or  Cafluers 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  fliall  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to 
fuch  ferviccs  as  fhall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houfe,  in  this  feffion 
of  Parliament ;  4hat  every  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
hib  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millionS| 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  March,  179$,  fiiall  be  allowed 
an  interefV,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  an* 
num  on  the  fum  fo  completing  his ^or  her  contrfcution  refpc6lively,  to 
be  computed  from  the  23  i  t'ay  of  January,  1795,  to  t  >c  15th  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1796  :  and  that  evety  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
bis  or  her  contribution  money,  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time  fubfequent  to 
the  20th  day  of  March,  179S»  and  previous  to  the  27th  day  of  No^^m- 
ber,  1795,  Ihall  be  allowed  a  like  interefl-,  by  tray  of  diicount,  after  the 
rate  of  3K  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  fum  fo  coiftplettng  his  or  her 
coutributia .  icfpediveir,  to  be  computed  from  completing  the  iiimo  to 
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the  15th  day  of  January,  '1796  :  That  ever)'  contributor  toirards  rai5n^ 
the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (hall,  in  proponion  to  every  looi.  fo 
contributed  and  paid,  be  at  liberty  to  contribute  the  fum  of  thirry-thrcc 
pounds  (ix  (hillings  and  eight  pence  to  any  loan,  not  exceeding  fix  mil- 
lions (lerling,  for  the  fervice  ot  the  Emperdr,  which  (liaUbe  made  ucoer 
.the  guarantee  of  Parliament  for  the  payment  of  the  dividends  thereupon, 
by  virtue  of  any  adt  to  be  pafled  in  the  prefent  feflion  ot  Parliament : — 
That  in  cafe  provifion  (hall  not  be  made  by  any  -aft  to  be  paflcd  in  the 
prefent  feflion  of  Parliament  for  fuch  j^un'antce  of  the  payment  of  the  ci- 
•vidcnds  on  a  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emj^ror,  every  contributor  to 
the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  fkall,  for  every  zool.  contributcii  jcd 
paid,  be  entitled  to  a  farther  annuity  of  four  (hillings  per  ccntun?.  to 
cotBmence  from  the  loth  day  of  Oi^tober,  1794,  and  to  continue  for  the 
term  of  fixty-live  years  and  a  quarter,  ar.J  then  toccafe,  which  fliaii  S: 
added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  annuity  of  eight  (hi llir:;* 
and  fix  pence,  herein  before  mentioned. 

That  in  cafe  proviiion  (liall  be  made  by   any  a£l  to  be  palled  in  the 
prefent  feflion  c,£  Parliament  for  fuch  guarantee  tor  the  payment  of  the 
dividends  on  the  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  to  an  amount  Icfs 
than  (ix  miHions  (lerling,  every  contributor  to  the  (aid  loan  of  righte^i 
millions  (Iwll  be  entitled  to  a  farther  annuity  on  every  tool,  fo  cont^- 
buted  to  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  in  the  proportion  of  (ix  pcocc 
per  centum  for  every  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterlir.:?, 
by  which  fuch  loan  fliall  fall  (hort  of  the  faid  fum  of  fix  millions  fieri  in?, 
•and  (liall  alfo  be  at  liberty  to  contribute  to  fuch  loan,  for  the  fervice  ot 
the  Emperor,  a  fum  which  (liall  bear  the  fame  proportion  to  every  one 
hundred  pounds  contributed  by  fuch   contributor  to  the  faid   loan  ot 
eighteen  millions,  as  the  whole  amount  of  fuch  loan  for  the  fervice  oi 
the  Emperor  (liall  bear  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions. 


(B.)  referred  to  in  page  657. 

That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  fum  cf 
fevcn  hundred  and  iifty-eight  thoufand,  live  hundred  and  forty-or.i 
pounds,  thirteen  (hillings  and  fourpuncc,  be  railed  by  way  of  Lottery, 
fuch  Lottery  toconiltl  of  tifry-fivc  thoufaiid  ticktts,  at  thirteen  pouii  := 
fifteen  (liillings  and  ten  pence  each  :  and  that  the  contributors  towarc^ 
the  (iimc  (liall,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  this  inllant  March,  make  1 
dapofit  with  the  Cafliicrs  of  the  Bank  of  England  of  one  pound  five  (hil- 
lings and  ten  pence,  in  rcfpcd  of  the  monies  to  be  paid  for  every  fuch 
ticket,  as  afecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  to  the  (aid  Ca(hit:r* 
on  or  before  the  times  herein  after  limited  ;  tluit  is  to  hyy 

il.  IDS.  on  or  before  the  2 ad  day  of  May  next. 

2I.  on  or  before  the  3  ill  day  of  July  next. 

2I.  on  or  before  the  i  ith  day  of  September  next. 

2I.  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  October  next. 
.    al.  on  or  before  the  4rh  day  of  December  next. 

3I.  on  or  before  the  22d  day  of  January,   1796. 
And  that  tickets,  as  foon  as  the  fame  can  be  prepared,  (hall  be  dclivcrcJ 
to  the  contributors  fo  completing  their  piiyments.  .• 


A.  1795- 


DEBATES. 


C6i 


That  the  ium  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (h^H  be  dtfiributed  into 
prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid 
ll»otterv,  which  prizes  (hall  be  charged  upon  the  aids  and  fupplies  grant* 
cd  in  tnis  feflion  of  Parliament  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 795,  and  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England  in  money  to  fuch  proprietors,  upon  demand, 
on  or  at  any  time  after  the  ift  day  of  July,  1796,  as  foon  as  certificates 
can  be  made  out,  without  any  deduSion  whatfoever ;  and  that  alf  the 
monies  to  be  received  by  the  faid  Caihiers  (hall  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  His  Majeily's  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  fuch 
iervices  as  fliall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houfe  in  this  fcffion  of  Par- 
liament.    That  every  contributor,  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of  his  or 
ber  contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty* 
eight  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds,  thirteen  ihillingi 
svnd  four  pence,  at  any  time  pn  or  before  the  4th  day  of  Decennber,  J79$» 
ihstW  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  ^1.  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  fum  fo  completing  his  or  her  contribution  le* 
fpe£tive)y,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  fame  to  the 
^ad  day  of  January,  1796. 


•»"^ 


An  ACCOUNT  of  EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENCES  of  tbe 
ARMY,  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Pay- 
mafter  Gencral'of  His  Majefty's  Forces,  from  the  25th  of  De- 
cember 1793  to  the  24th  of  December  17949  both  inclufive  ; 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament* 

Dates  of  ^ 

Warrants. 


I794- 
March  7th. 


To  Thomas  Everett,  Merchant,  on 

Account  for  victualling  the  Gar- 

rifon  of  Gibraltar,  from  the  29th 

of  July,  to  the  25th  of  Aug.  1793 

lOth,     To  Do.  on  Account  for  vi&ualling 

Do.  Garrifon,  from  8th  April  to 

5th  May  179J,  and  from  3d  June 

to  the  28th  July  1793  — — 

To  Do,  on  Account  for  victualling 

Do,  Garrifon,  from  26th  Auguft, 

to  12th  October  1793  ■ 

January  ijth.    To  A.  Davifon,  Efq. ;  forProvifions 

purchafed  for  the  troops  in  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  ■.    ■  ■ 

To  Do.  for  Do.  Service  

T«  Do.  for  Da.  Service  


May  1 2th. 

Jane  4th. 

Sept.  20th. 


To  ditto,  in  part  payment  for  a  quan- 
tity of  provifions  delivered  into 
ftorcs  in  Upper  and  Lower  Ca- 
nada '■■  ■    . 


£.      s.    d.' 

2g6t  10    O 


8xiS    z    I 


4338  12  II 


6006  13  o 
9006  It  ,0 
1093  10    S 


—      6006  13    o 


I 

J 
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Dales  «if 

W«rraiSif« 


dC-    ^  ^• 


JiMBury  3iit    To  Edvnmd TlMnmn»  -on  aocouiiC» 

for  fismkhiog  irrfli  nrac  ibr  tbe 
araiy  uoier  Sir  Charles  Gvtf  7$«o    o    e 

irfcrntry  25^1.    To  Meffi-i.  HufcAMit  ^nd  Rowcnoiit, 

for  yoy  niiJkMs^ kfiMtzT^  deinrenxl 
tnto  the  army  vid^ualHag  fbrei        ^  154T    3    2 
.    SAay  aoth*    To  <litio,   for  91c  £rkfiis  of  ditto, 

delivcrechipto  ditto  *— «      ^449    6  to 

Toditt<i,  for  765  firkioB  of  ditto,  de* 

IWored  into  ditto         *—  <—      16x9    8    8 

Jtf arch  jitlu    To  Meirt •  Atkinfoo  aid  €^,  for 

486  barrels  of  pork,  dcUlvered  in- 
to dtcto  -^— —  .^        lyii     J    o 

Joeae  igtlu    To  Meiirs*  ft.  and  A.  FotT,  for  6x- 

teen  hogiheads  of  vinegar  ihippcd 
ibr  the  ufe  of  the  forces  at  Nieu- 

port  '  52     X    • 

NoTcmbcr  jth.    To  Meflrs.  WiUv,  Wstts,  and  Body, 

for  1 59  caflis  of  fugar,  deUvered 
into  the  army  vi£^ualing  ftores  1491  14    0 

fiecenber  ^gitlu    To  JofanOreen,  for  i,;iofiikiiisof 

batter,  deliviered  into  ditto        <^      3321  11    S 
Fahruaiy  ajth.    To  Elizabeth  Pick^one,  on  acoouat 

of  provifions  kept  \tp  in  the  iflands 

of  Gacmfcy  and  Jerfcy        226    9    7 

Maxdi  31ft*    To  ditto,  oa  accoont,  for  ditto  fer* 

vice  in  Guernfey  482  18    3 

To  ditto,  on  account,  for  ditto  fer- 

vice  in  Jerfey  -p  482  18    j 

July  2 2d.     To  ditto,  on  account,  for  ditto  fer- 

vice  in  Guernfey  and  Jertcy  226    97 

OHober  x6th.    To  dittOf  on  account,  for  ditto  fer* 

vice  in  Jerfey,  Guernley,  and  Al- 
dcmcy  — — .  ~.       1047  '^    ^ 

June  4th,  To  Mr.  William  Palgrave,  in  part 
of  a  warrant  for  I1394U  i  is.  for 
500  barrels  of  fxour  delivered  into 
the  army  victualUug  Aores        -—        744  1 1    { 

60428  16  10 

J>edu(5t  the  amount  of  (lopp^ges  for 

provifions  from  the  regiments  in 

America  and   the  Weil  ladies, 

from  December  X  793  to  December 

i794  ^7375    •  • 

3JOS5  16  10 

March  5th.    To  MciTrs.  Goodwyn  and  Co.  for 

I  {o  barrels  of  porter*  fliipped  for 
the  forces  in  thie  Weft  ludiei  2B9  xt   • 
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Dates  of 

'Warrants. 


£m  S*      JL 


March  6th.      To  Meflrs.Cox,  King:,  Ctntis  and 

Payne,  for  1 50  barrels  of  ditto,  for 
dktoferTice  »-        189  ic    p 


« 


To  Thonas  Alien,  for  8,038  cailcs 
lielivered  into  the  army  viaualling 
florcs  '  ■  —        2aoo    i    6 

May  C2tli«    To  ditto,  for  9,079  ditto,  delivered 

into  ditto  >  ■  *•  "  ^—      2501     5    6 

Jiuiy  22d.    To  ditto,  for  9,023  ditto,  delivered 

into  ditto  •  — —  — >      248 j  ly    6 


7187    4    6 


To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Sir 
R.  Boyd,  for  fundry  fpecial  con- 
tingent fervices,  for  the  garHfon 
-  of  Gibraltar        —       1770    8    7 

'To  ditto,  drawn  by  L,  G«  Rains* 

ford,  for  ditto  fervice  — ii-i.       17^2     i    ^ 


3521^-9  to 


To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Hen- 
ry Hamilton,  Governor  of  the 
Bermuda  iflands,  for  public  fer- 
▼ices  —  —     19125  t8    J 


4434*  «5    * 


To  bills  of  exchattge  drawn  by^  Peter 

Le  M efurier.  Governor  of  Alder- 

ney,  for  public  fervices  — ^  1000  o  o 
TodRtoi  dnwn  bv- J*  Ef^Ms,  Com-^ 

miflary  at  Newfoundland,  for  ditto 

(ervices  ■■  —        aoo    4    4 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Adam  Wffiam- 

fon^  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, for  ditto  fervices  •— -  230073  10  6 
To  dilto,   drawn  by  VlRtliam  Ma- 

carmick,  lieutenant  Governor  of  « 

CapeBrston,  for  ditto  fervices  839    9  11 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  Barl  of  Bal- 

carres.   Commander  in  Chief  at 

Jerfeyt  for  ditto  firrvicea  ,  —  34002  xy  7 
To  dttto^  drawn  by  J.  Wentwonh, 

Lieutenant   Governor  of    Nova 

Scotia^  for  ditto  iervices  —  18358  x  6  4 
To  ditto,  drawn  byjaraea  Seton, 

Govemop  of  St;  Vineent's,   for 

ditto  fervices  >      468}    4  10 
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To  bills  of  Exchange,  drawn  by  the        £.     u    i. 

Earl  of  Dumnorc,    Governor  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,  for  public  fer- 

vices  —  — 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  the  Earlof  Moira, 

for  ditto  ferviccs  ■■  3^     5    * 

To  ditto,    drawn  by  J.  H.  Craig;, 

Commandant  at  Guemfey,    for 

ditto  ferrices  —  —         710    o    o 

To  ditto,    drawn  by  James  Bruce, 

Lieutenant  Go  vcinor  of  Dominica, 

for  ditto  ferviccs        —      i/S^    °    ® 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Edmund  Fanning, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  St.  John's, 

for  ditto  ferviccs  -  3®S  >^  ^^ 

To  ditto,   drawn  by  P.  F.  Thorne, 

Commandant  of' St.  Pctcr*s,  for 

ditto  fcrvices.  ■         828  18    • 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Sunky, 

Prcfident  of  the  Council  at  Anti- 

.  gua,  for  ditto  ferviccs  1802    4    0 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alex.  Brymer, 

Deputy  Pay  mafter  at  Nova  Scotia,  - 

for  ditto  ferwices  ■       8063  13    5 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Robinfon, 

Deputy  Paymafter  at  New  Brunf- 

wick,  for  ditto  ferviccs  — —      90^4  12    6 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  William  Anftru- 

ther.  Commandant  at  Guemfey, 

for  ditto  ferviccs        —  —      1^75    4  n 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Niniam  Home, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Grenada, 

for  public  ferviccs  —       1 786  10    ^ 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alured  Clarke, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Quebec, 

for  ditto  ferviccs  ■  1796    5    3 

To  ditto,    drawn  by  John  Small, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Guem- 
fey, for  ditto  ferviccs        5420    o    0 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  G.  P.  Rickctts, 

Governor  of  Barbadoes,  for  ditto 

fervices  —         ^     —        4'^    4    ^ 

To  ditto,    drawn  by  W.  Blihop, 

Comniandant  at  ditto,  for  ditto  fer- 
viccs .  —        a  16    0  XI 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  John  Jafl&ry, 

Commiflary  General  in.  the  Weft 

Indies,  for  ditto  fcrvices  —      2  too    J    8 

To  ditto,.drawn  by  Philip  Fall,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  Jcrfey,   for 

ditto  ferviccs  — •      2324    o   t 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Brook  Watfon, 

£fq.  Commiflary  Genera]  pn  the  . 

continent,  for  ditto  fcrvices  118111628    i 
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To  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the       jf.       u    d* 
late  Comroiflioners  for  mananng 
civil  affairs  at  Tou1od»  forpuoHc 
ferviccs        »  —  13962 1     o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  JoTin  Erfkine, 
CommilTary  General  of  ditto,  for 
ditto  fervices        —  —    9125X  17    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Mr.  Drake,  late 
'  Minifler  at  Genoa,  for  ditto  fer* 

vices  ——  —      9158    o  xt 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  Alex.  Davifon, 
Commiflary  to  the  forces  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Moira, 
for  ditto  fervices  ■  ■■  ■        143678    6    d 

1956210    7    9 


», 


To  caOi  paid  by  Mr.  Window,  Afi- 
ing  Deputy  Paymafter  in  Canada 
towards  the  expenccs  of  the  civil 
depanmen't  of  that  province,  for 
lix  months,    to  24th  DecemBer 

'793        ■  6088  lOti 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  towards  ditto, 

for  fix  months,  to  24th  Tune  1794  13073  1  6 
To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  u>rthe£x»  x 

traordinary  cxpences  of  the  army 

in  Canada,   for  one  quarter,  to 

24th  December  1793        ■  7657    6    3 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  forditto^  to 

24th  March  1794  *    — — .     12320     5     3 

To  caih  paid  by  Mr,  Window,  Aft- 

ing  Deputy  Pay mader  in  Canada, 

for  the  extraordinary  expences  of 

thearmy  in  that  province,  for  one 

quarter,  to  24th  June  1794  4987    8  10 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  fofditto,  to 

24th  September  1 794  •—    ''557    ^    4 

65683  ij    t 

To  ditto,  paid  by  Mr.  Brymer,  A^- 

ing  Deputy  raymader  in  Nova  1 

Scotia,  for  the  extraordinary  ex* 

pcnces  of  the  army  in  that  pro* 

vince,  for  one  quarter,   to  24th 

December  1793  4083  10    z 

To  ditto,  paid  by  dittO|  for  ditto,  to 

2^th  March  1794  — .      1676  18    4 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  for  ditto,  to 

2Ath  June  1794  ■  888  I3  xt 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto,  fbrditto^  to 

34th  September  1794  ^*      1632    7  xo 


Vo^/XU.  40^ 


828X  xo    3 
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PARLIAM^ENTARY 

To  bills  of  cxcKange,  drawn  by  tbc 
Aaing  Deputies  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies,  on  account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary eatpcnces  of  the  army  then?, 
m  the  year  1794 


A.  1795. 


189000    o   o 


Hi 


1794. 
ay  nth. 


To  Baron  dc  Alvcnllcben,  to  reim- 
burfc  fo  much  expended  on  ac- 
count of  the  field  cflablidiment  of 
the  Duke  of  York>  to  the  3  ift  Oc- 
tober 1 793  ,__ 
January  8th.    To  A.  Davifon.   Efq.  for  the  pur- 

chafe,  &rc.  of  flannel  fliim,  dran-crs, 
„  _  ,       _,3nd  fockfi  for  the  forces  abroad 

February  i  jth.     To  ditto,  for  the  purchafc  of  fundry 

ftorcB  (hipped  on  board  the  Britifh 
Qi?een  and  Bourdcaux  Packet,  &c. 
To  ditto,  forthepurchafeofcloath- 
ing  fliippcd  on  board  the  George 
and  Mar}'  Ann,  for  particular  fcr- 
vices  ' — '*.  _- 

,  May  20th.     To  ditto,  for  (liinglcs,  fcnt  to  Bar- 

badobs 


April  30tb. 


June  14th. 
23d. 


Toditto,  for  fhoes  and  mufquct  flints, 
fent  to  Southampton  

To  ditto,  for  (hingles,  fent  to  Bar- 
badoes  — _  «« 

To  ditto,  for  expences  incurred  in  the 
purchafe  of  blankets  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  fcrving  abroad  — 

Auguft  nth.    To  A.  Davifon,  Efq.  for  the  keep, 

&c.  of  40  horfes,  intended  for 
public  fcrvice  in  Barbadoes,  in 
confeguence  of  an  embargo  in 
America  .— .  .» 

To  ditto,  for  fliingles,  fcantlings, 
and  horfes,  fent  to  Barbadoes 


z6tb. 


February  a6th.    To  Ja.  Poole,  Waggon  Maflcr  Ge- 

neral  to  the  army  on  the  Conti- 
nent, to  carry  on  this  fcrvice 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fcrvice 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  — 

To  ditto,  for  cloathing,  tbrge  carts, 
tools,   &c.  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 

partmcnt        

M.^y  19th.     To  ditto,  for  the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count 


March  17th. 

'  April  5th. 

29th. 


14022    o    o 


M334  19    9 


12340  18    3 


797*    S    5 
806    8  n 

267  15    7 

289    8  io 

—      4184    8    9 


8s  19    4 
2226  II  10 


42J08  x6    8 


500  o  0 
$00  o  0 
500    o   0 


3351    6   0 
370    J   1 


5221  It    9 
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Dates  of 
'Warrants.  . 

Auguit  311L 


Juoe  I  ith* 


To  Captain  John  Barnes,   for  the 

balance  of  his  account*  as  Deputy 

Qi;arter  Mailer  General  in  Canaoa 

between  25th  December  1785,  and 

24th  December  1786 


To  the  rcprefentativcs  of  Colonel  G» 
Johnfon,  for  two  articles  furcharg- 
ed  in  his  account  as  late  fuperia- 
tendant  of  Indian  affairs  in  Ame* 


rica 


November  4th,    To  Colonel  Geo.  Forftcr,   for  the 

balance  of  his  account,    as  Com- 
manding OfHcer  of  the  forces  at 
Ofwagatchiy  and  on  an  expedition 
to  the  Cedres,  in  the  year  1776 
1794. 

Fcbruaiy  i8th.    To  R.  Walpole,  Minlftcr  at  Lifbon, 

*  to  rcimburfe  fo  much  expended 
by  him  in  the  purchafe  of  Araw 
find  barley,  for  the  ufe  of  part  of 
the   12th   regiment  of  dragoons, 

*  who  put  into  that  port  in  diftrefs 
20th.    To  Meirrs.,R;  and  J.  Miles,  and 

others,  for  certain  anicles  of  cloath- 
ing  for  French  prifoners  to  Britifh 
'  forces  in  Flanders  » 

To  Colonel  William  Spry,  for  the 
^  balance  of  his  account  as  Com- 

manding Engineer  in  North  Ame- 
rica»  from  15th  September  17749 
to  31ft  December  1782*        — — 
March  5th*    To  Major  John  Cambel,    for  the 

balance  of  his  account,  as  late 
Commanding  Engineer  in  North 
America,  between  20th  April, 
1779,  and  3x11  Auguft,  1794 
To  Sir  William  Mcdows,  for  ditto 
of  his  account  of  money  received 
and  expended  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  under  his  command  on  a 
fecret  expedition  to  the  Eafl  In- 
dies, between  17th  January,  1781, 
and  1 6th  January,  2783 
6tb.  ToTM,  G.  Dundas,  for  his  travelling 
expences  in  going  to  Toulon^  as 
onp  of  the  Commiflionen  of  that 
p^acc 


28tb. 


To  Sir  R,  Boyd,  K.  B.  for  extra  con- 
tingent expeic    tof  the  regiments 


if.       1.    /. 


—  10      j    IX 


—  28    8    4 


28  17    o 


26  IX   i 


2964 


«374    4    *. 


846 


—  «4    7 


—        i3«     5    o 


46    4   « 
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at  Gibraltar,,  from  2  jth  June  to 
«i'^94«  34th  Decemberf  1793  —  9^    7    4 

March  3  lit    To  W.  Smith,  fifq.  Treafurer  of  the 

.Ordnance,  for  (undry  entrenching, 
tools,  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the 
troops  on  the  Continent  —        ^72     3     i 

April  4th.    To  William  Dcvaynes,  Efq.  for  the 

balance  of  his  account,  as  con- 
tractor for  'vi^ualling  3250  men 
in  North  America,  in  the  year 

1782  — —  21  19    4 

To  John  Nugent,  Efq.  for  the  ba- 
/  lance  of  his  account,  as  Lieute«- 

nant  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Leeward  and  Qa-  • 
ribbee  Iflands,  between  t6th  June, 
1788,  and  I  ft  December,  1789 
To  Enfign  Charles  Smith,  of  the 
X 4th  regiment  of  foot,  being  Hit 
^^jefty's  bounty,  in  conlidera* 
\  tion  of  the  lofs  ^f  his  leg  on  fervice 

in  Flanders       .— "  -"■""  66  18    4 

jth.  To  Captain  H.  Smith,  for  fubfiftcncc 
and  other  expences  of  an  indepen* 
dent  company  raifcd  at  Toulon  1000    o   o 

To  Jof.  Dornford,  Efq,  CommiiFary 
of  Accounts  of  the  forces  on  the 
expedition  under  the  Earlof  Moira, 
on  account  of  the  contingencies  of 
his  office  —  _        400    0    o 

19th.  To  Thomas  Hiflop,  Efq.  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant General  to  the  forces  in 
Coriica*  for  ezpences  incurred  by 
him  in  bringing  difpatches  from 
thence  to  England  —         1391'    ^ 

May  ift»  To  H.  Minchin,  Efq.  for  his  con- 
tingent cxpenccs  incurred  to  en- 
able him  to  undertake  and  dif- 
charge  the  duties  q(  the  office  of 
Deputy  Paymafler  of  the  tnx»»  at 
Toulon,  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed  —  — — -  67  18   0 

14th.    To  Captain  R.  Duer,  late  Lieutenant 
in  the  14th  regiment  of  foot,  for 
the  expence  attending  the  cure  of 
his  wound  received  at  the  liege  of' 
Valenciennes  —  —  83    5   0 

xgth.  To  William  Smith,  Efq.  Treafurer 
of  the  Ordnance,  for  fundry  en« 
trenching  tools,  delivered  for  the 
ufe  of  the  troops  on  theContineat        190  16   ' 

3 
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Daws  of 
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i794«  £•      u.  d* 

May  19th.    To  J,.  !)>.  ICtchcll,  Affiftant  Coin- 

n^iTary  of  the  forces  ^t  Toulon, 
lor  the  travelling.  9nd  oth^r  ex* 
pences  incurred  in  confequence  of 
being  ordered  tojoia  the  laid  forces  ^o    o    Q 

a8th.  To  Captain  H.  Sinith»  for  fut^fiftecc^ 
and  other  cxpesces  attending  an 
independent  company  raifed  at 
Toulon  "^  —         3QQ     o     o 

^gth.    fo  Robert  flunter,  Efq.  Attorney 
19  tbe  executrix  of  Richard  Mur- 
•.^  riy9forth&balaoceorhisaccouat|  -    . 

%li  CpoEimjirary  of  Prifonen  at  Que- 
bec, from  a  ah  of  June,  1778,10 
the  24th  Decembcri  1782,      7-        Z05  12    q 
June  ^d*    To  Major  F.  Mafon,  for  l^ingipg 

difpatches  of  the  iu'rreuder  of  the 
ifl«)(ii  of  St%  Lucia  ——        500    o    o 

To  Captain  T.  (irey».  for  bringing 
ditto  of  the  furren^c  of  the  ifland- 
of  Guadaloupe  —        —r        job    o    o 

To  taciiitenaut  Colonel  H.  G.  Grey, 
for  bringing  difpatches  of  the  fur- 
render  of  the  iiland  of  Mai)inico  500    O    o 

^  To  Major  John  Mnrray^  for  brii^g* 
ing  ditto  of  the  defeat  of  the  French 
near  Ca(eau«  by  the  forces  uader  *  ; » 

,  the  Duke  of  Yorjc —        joo    Q    o 

loth.  To  V.  P.  Malouety  for  his  expences 
relative  to  the  afiairs  of  St«  Do- 
minp^Of  from  ift  March  to  4tb 
Apnl,  1794  -r-  44    •    O 

T3tb.    To  Sir  G.  Elliot,  Bart,  in  lieu  of 

plate,  on  his  appointment  as  one  « 

of  the  Commimoners  at  Toulon  1600    9    7 

1 8th.    To  Captain  Henry  Smith,   for  Ho^ 

cloathing  and  neccflaries  for  his  2d 

independent  company    of  Chaf- 

feurs  raifed  at  Toulon  —        306  17    o 

July  id.    To  C.  Mafon,  Efq.  Commiflary  of 

accounts  of  the  army  on  the  Conti*     - 
nent,  for  the  contbgencies  of  hu 
office  —  —        500    •    o 

4th.    To  M.  G.  Aioflie,  for  fundry  ex- 
pences incurred  at  the  Hague,  and  ^ 
for    travelling    expences  to  and 
from  Dort,  &c«        —              -*        204    4    o 

25th,  To  Major  Coote  Manningham,  for 
his  expences  on  his  paf&ge  and 
journey  from  Guadaloiipe  to  Lon* 
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July  28th, 


don.    With   difpatches  from   Sir 
Charles  Gary  ^*^    ,      •    r^ 

To  the  reprcfcntatives  of  Val.  Morris, 
EfcK  late  Governor  of  St.  VJn- 
cenrs,  in  part  of  the  balance  of  his 
TiCcount  ■» 


.112       3      O 


50th. 


Auguil  nth, 


To*  Captain  E.  Nagle,  of  the  fliip 
Active,  for  the  freight  of  300,0001/ 
in  fiker,  from  Woolwich  to  Ham- 
burgh ■ 
To  John  Turwcr.  Efq- for  fundry 
articles  for  preients  to  the  Indiana 
'  in  Canada.  — -^^ — 
To  C.  Mafon,  Efq.  Commiflary  of 
Accounts  of  the  Army  on  the  C<yi- 
iincnt,  for  the  contingencies  of  nis 
office                —  '-». 
To  Captain  J.  Manley,  of  the  ihip^ 
Syren,    'for    the     freight    of 
300,000!.  in  filvcr,  from  Long 
Reach  to  Hamburgh      '     .  — ^ 
Trt)  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whitclocke, 
for  brlnc^iog  difpatches  of  the  cap* 
turc  of  Port  au  Frincc,  in  St.  Do- 
bingo  ■      ^.—    '        '^      - 
To  Johri  Turner,  Efq.  for  cloathing 
'for  ilJe'ulc  or  the  Nova  Scptia 

•  Provincial  rccjiments  • 

O^lober  jth.    To  Sir  John  Vaiighan,  to  provide 

himfclf  with  ?rv  equipage  as  Gc- 
^  nerarind  Commander  in  Chief  in 

•  the  Weft  Indies        '      — 


—      50Q0    o    o 


—        37S     ^    <> 


S^9»     9    4 


-p..      50Q    o    o 


2Sth. 


S^tekxber'id. 


—        375    o    • 


—        500    o    o 


971     6     1 


1000    o    • 


16th. 


—      43S*  '5    • 


To  John  Turner,  Efq,   for  Indian 
prefents,  iron  ware,  cloathing  foc^ 
two  conipanies  of  Royal  waggon- 
ers on  t^e  Cont'ment,  and  blankets 
for  the  corps  of  emigrants 
Xovcmber  5th.     To .  Lieutenant   G.  Rainsford,    for 

the  extra  contin2;ent  cxpenccs  of 
the  rct^imcnt*  at  Gibraltar,  from 
a5th   December,    1793,    to  24th. 
June,  t79*4  -—  i  —  47  ^7    ^ 

December  9th.    To  J.  Dornfbrd,  Efq.  Commi^Jary 

of  Accounts  of  the  Forces  under 
.  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Moira, 
for  the  contingencies  of  his  office  ' 
X2th»    To  Colonel  William  Fullarton,  in  re- 
payment of  the  fums  dilburfed  by    , 
'  him  in  the  year  1780,  in  railing  a 
corps  of  1 200  men,  and  other  fer-  * 
vices  relative  to  a  fccrct  expedition     1 5  7  Jo  1 7    3 

48576  16    I 


500    •    • 


A.  1795. 


O-  E-B  A  T-  E  S. 


•      ^  I 
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r  cUruar)'  20th. 


May  23d. 

July  aad. 

September    ifl. 


19th. 


To  W.  Adams  ai>d  James  Hodge,  on 
nccQunt  for  fupplyiiig  bread,  fo- 
rage, wood,  and  ftraw,  to  the 
forces  encamped  in  the  fumracr 
IT93 


£i      5.    J. 


8768     7    5 
20000    o    • 


acooo    o    o 


—       7006  13    o 


*  /  V  J  — —  ^       — 

To  ditto.  Tor  ditto  fervicc,  1794    — 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervicc  — 

To  ditto,  for  (lores  deflincd  for  the 
army  under  the  command  of  the 
Earl  of  Moira,  at  Netlcy         — 
To  ditto,  forfupplying  bread,  wood 
forage,  nnd  Araw  to,  the  forces  en- 
camped inthc  fummcr  1794.    —  ^5,000    o    o 
OAobcr  17th.    To  W.  Adams  and  James  Hodge, 

on  account,  for  fupplying  bread, 
forage,  wood  and  ftraw  to  the  for- 
ces encamped  in  tlie  fiTmmcr  1794 
Ta  ditto,  for  ditto  fcrricc  '— 

To  Meilrs.  J.  and  H.  Cutler,  for 
fupplying  bread,  wood,  ftraw, 
and  foragt  to  the  troops  in  ramp 
at  Nctley 


NoTCmbcr  14th. 
September  29th. 


20006  I-;     o 

20004    II      o 


Oflober  14th. 
November  17th. 


To  ditto,    for  ditto  fcrvlce 
To  ditto,  for 'ditto  fcrvlce 


60C0    tj    o 
2000    o    o 

lOCOO     o     • 


« 53786    4    5 


January  ijih- 


March  28th. 


To  M.  G.  Leiand,  for  200  days  fo- 
rage, as  a  Major  General,  with 
one  Aide  dc  Camp  

To  fiindrv  General  and  StaffOHiccrs, 
in  conlideration  of  their  not  having 
drawn  forage  from  the  magazines 
during  the  campaign,  from  1  ft  July 
to  7th  N'ovember  179^ 

To  Sir  G.  Oiborne,  for  baggage 
and  foriige  money  for  40th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  haringoriiers.to  em- 
bark for  fervicc  ■ 
April  i6th.  .To  L.  O.  Dalrvmple,  for  an  allow- 
ance to  the  oifeccrs  of  the,  47th  re- 
giment (Sf  foot,  in  conlideratirn  of 
their  being  enc^'nped  in  the  Baha- 
ma iflands  in  the  years  1790  and 

.    J79'      ^        — -,  '-^ 

To  L.  G.  Pi(flon,  for  bag^r.ge  and 

forage  money  for  the  nth  regi- 
ment of  foot,  ordered  on  foreign 
feryice  '  '^  — • 

To  ditto;  ifor  b/u  aiid  blank2t  horfts 
forwlfto  rcg'nnfni.  *— * 


133    o    o 


—        759  10    6 


453  H 


542  xo    o 


.545.^5    o 


210    o    o 


«     -  **l 
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Dates  of 
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^ 


I.      4.    L 


1794. 

April  30th.    To  M,  G.  Triggc,  for  ibo  days  fo- 
rage as  a  Major  General,   with 
one  Aide  dc  Camp        —  -^         I33    <>    <> 

May  9th.    To  M.  G.  jOarth,  for  extra  cTpcnccs 

of  forage,  as  a  Major  Geocml  in 

the  year  1793  37  »*    ^ 

May  33d.    To  the  Colonels  of  two  regiments  of 

fencible  men,  for  baggage  horfcs 
for  their  rcfpc^ive  corps,   being 

ordered  to  take  the  field  793  **    ^ 

To  ditto,    for  baggage  and  forage 

money  for  ditto  9^7  ^^    ^ 

Jane  6th,    To  the  Uoloncls  of  fundry  regiments 

of  foot,  for  ditto  for  their  rcfpec- 
tive  corps,  .  being  ordered  on  fo- 
reign fcrvice  —  —      ^^93  'i    ® 
To  ditto,  forbathorfes          ■  ^9*9  ••    • 
To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  for 
additional  b&t  horfcs  for  the  com- 
panies ferviog  in  Flanders,  to  carry 
the  camp  kettles             — — —       1360  x6    o 
«oth.    To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  of 
.  militia,  for  baggage  horfesfor  their 
refpe£tive  corps,  being  ordered  to 

take  the  field —     17747     *    • 

To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  ditto,  for 
an  allowance  for  their  refpedive 
corp^,  having  been  ordered  to 
take  the  field,  being  the  fecond 
year  of  their  encampment  —  8496  14  0 
July  4th.  To  the  General  and  Staff  Officers, 
and  officers  of  hofpiuls,  for  forage 
money,  on  taking  the  field  id  the 

year  1794  •—  $704  «S    ^ 

30th.    To  the  Colonels  of  fundy  regimcuti 
of  foot,  for  bdt  horfes  for  their  rc- 

fpe6^i?e  corps        ; 1757  H  ^ 

To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  regimcnti 
for  additional  b4t  horfes  to  carry 
the  camp  kettles  of  their  refped:- 
irc  corps  ferving  on  the  Continent  1247  8  • 
For  baggage  (lorles  for  the  detach- 
ments of  fundry  regiments  of 
dmgoon  gctardt  and  dngoons  30a    8  0 

^  For  bftt  horfes  for  ditto  detachmenti        997    4  0 

Augufi  6th.    To  Sir  O.  Osborne,  for  forage  ino- 

ney  for  the  additional  compaatea 
to  the  40th  regiment  of  foot  90    0  0 

Augttfi  13th.     For  additional  xAx  horfes,  to  carrv 

the  blankets  of  the  foot  guards 
fenring  on  the  continent  —        604  16  0 
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d. 


'794- 
Augufl  13  th*     For  Mt  horfes  for  the  companies  of  ' 

foot  guards,  lately  ordered  on  fo- 
reign fervicc  —  —        226160 

For  baggage  and  forage  mo^ey  for 
^       ditto  companies        — —  —         i8o     o     o 

October  x  5th.    To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  corps  ferv- 

ing  on  the  continent,  for  additional 
bAt  horfes  for  the  conveyance  oPthe 
tents  and  blankets  of  the  troops  aqd 
companies  of  their  refpciftivc  regi- 
ments    — .       5670    O    • 

To  L.  G.  Slope r,  for  h^t  horfes  for 
the  14th  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons ■'  —        1x3     8    o 


54546  14    6 

January  1 5th.    To  Meflrs.  J.  and  S.  Trotter,   for 

providing  hammock  bedding  for 

the  ufe  of  the  forces  3S7S     '     4 

February  X4th«    To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bedding,  tents, 

and  (lores  for  the    army   under 
Lord  Moira  —  —      4873     7    o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  the  forces 
under  Sir  Charles  Grey  ^—      2440  16    o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  the  forces  on 

the  continent  —  —      1810    6  xx 

To  ditto,  for  hofpital  ftores^  for  ditto 

forces  ■  —      X407    B    3 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  the  forces  in 

Great  Britain  — ~  —  94    o  xi 

To  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  the  forces  in 

Jamaica  —  —        148     5     3 

March  38th;     To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bedding,   &c, 

for  the  ufe  of  the  forces        —    24081   ix     9 
To  ditto,  for  camp  neceflaries  for  the 

ufe  of  the  forces  —        —       3689  13     6 

June  6th,     To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  ■  ■        42672  19    o 

Auguft  nth.     To  ditto,  for  camp  necefTaries  fent  to 

Oftend  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  on 
the  continent  —  —      45x3    4    8 

X3th«  To  ditto,  for  camp  neceiTaries,  hof- 
pital bedding,  &c.  fur  the  ufe  of 
tbc  forces  — •  —    63786  17    4 

OAober  X4tb»    To  ditto,    for  camp  neceiTaries  for 

'  tnc  u  ic  of  foreign  corps  on  the  con- 
tinent •-T-f'  ir—       5856  IX     9 

15SV50    3     t 
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Auguft  7ih,    To  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  for  pro- 
viding camp  nccciiarics  for  t^ic 
Stafford  militia,  for  the  year  1 793 
I>ecember  zjth.    To  Qcncral  Hodgfon,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  nth  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  year  7 
To  Lord  Dprcheilcr,  for  providing 
dittto,    for  15th  ditto,  for  ditto 
year 


1794. 
January  8th, 


To  Field  Marlhal  Conway,  for  pro- 
Tiding  ditto  for  the  Royal  regiment 
of  horfc  guards,  for  ditto  year 

To  Lord  Grey,  for  providing  for 
ditto  for  the  Chcftiirc  militia,  for 
ditto  year 


Fftbruaiy  a&th.    To  L,  G.  Grant,  for  providing  ditto 

for  the  nth  regiment  of  foot,  for 

ditto  year — — 

March  xath.    To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  pro- 

'  viding  ditto  for  the  Suflez  mibcia, 
for  ditto  year 


May  30thi 


June  6tlu 


June  x8th< 


To  the  reprefenutives  of  the  Earl  of 
Pt  mbroke,  for  providing  ditto  for 
the  ift  regiment  of  dragoons,  for 
ditto  year        -r-  — ^ 

To  General  Tohnftpn,  for  providing 
dittto  for  thc^ih  regiment  of  ditto, 
for  ditto  year  ■  ^ 

To  Field  Marflial  Sir  G.  Howard, 
for  providing  ditto  fqr  the  i  ft  regi- 
jnent  of  dragoon  guards,  for  ditto 
year  ■  -— 

To  Sir  W.  Fawcett,  K.  B.  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  3d  regiment  of^dir* 
to,  for  ditto  year  — — 

To  G.  Jfohnfton,  for  providing  ditto 
for  ad  regiment  of  dragoons,  for 
ditto  year  — r-       ^   — : 

To  L.  G,  Harcouit,  for  providing 
ditto  for  the  i6th  regiment  of  ditto^ 
for  dittp  year       —  — 

To  Major  Lewis,  for  providing  ditto 
for  the  Cardigan  militia,  for  ditto 
year 


To  Major  Bcavan,  for  providbg  dit- 
to for  the  Radnor  ditto,  for  ditto 
year 


•*■ 


A,  1795. 


X-     '•  '• 


^3^  H    4 


638  I  a  10 


637  16  10 


630  19    8 


—        23^  H    4 


'         % 


^54  '4    4 


—        318  13  xo 


6^9    9   I 


622  16   6 


847    S   4 


618      $  !• 


—  63s  17    6 

to, 

—  640    3    6 


--         bz    h   i 


62  II     s 

7087    I   4 


•■ 
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'793- 
December  i8tb. 


ijj^id. 


i$tli» 


J4th. 


F«bruaiy  7th. 


tith. 


Stft» 


To  Sir  James  Murnqr,  Bart;  for  iSx 
days  pay,  for  hating  a^ed  as  Se- 
creta^  to  the  Duke  of  York,  to 
aid  Augud  1703  ■   ■ 

To  Sir  W.  Pawcctt,  K-  B,  for  183 
days  additional  pay,  as  Adjutant 
General,  to  a4th  December  1793 

To  R.  Harbome,  Efq*  Deputy*  Com- 
mii&ry  of  Muften,  for  his  extm 
trouble  and  expence,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unufual  number  of 
troops  ftationedin  thediftri6lrwbich 
he  has  been  sy>pointed  to  muiler 
in  the  year  1793  — — 

To  Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  for  69  days 
pay,  as  Infpedor  of  regimental 
hoipitals,  to  liith  December  1793 

To  ll  G.  Mornfon,  for  18^  nays 
additional  pay,  as  Quarter  Mailer 
Oeneml,  to  ditto  ■ 

Todiito,  for  36c  days  pay  of  his  two 
af&ihints,  as  ditto,  tomtto        — 

To  the  reprefentatives  of  th&  late 
John  Hunter^  Eib.  for  296  day% 
pay,  as  Infpe^tor  General  of  hof- 
pitals,  to  16th  Odtober  1793 

To  John  Guaaing,  £fq,  for  69  davs 
pay,  as  Surgeon  General  to  the 
Idrcev,  to  :r4th  December  1793 

To  L.  G.  Townfend,  Infpeaor  Ge- 
neral of  recruting,  for  fix  months 
pay,  &c.  of  StaflTOilcers  at  Dun<* 
cannon  fort,  to  ditto  -— ^ 

To  ditto,  for  his  pay  as^  dittOy-  for 
fix  months,  to  ditto  — — 

To  Sir  James  Murray,  lor  119  days 
pay,  for  having  aded  as  Secretary 
to  the  Duke  of  Yoit,  to  1 9th  De- 
cember 17^  —  .         — * 

To  Lieutenant  R.  Weeks,  for  pay 
and  forage,  as  Major  of  Brigade, 
from  ad  July  to  5th  Deeember 

To  fundry  peHbns,  for  half  pay  to 
▼arious  periods,-  for  their  lervicet 
on  the  rirers  and  lakes  in  Canada 

To  Herbert  Taylor;  Bfq*  for  305 
divs  pav,-  fo4r  having:  aoed  as  Af* 
fiimnt  Secretary  to  tfao  DcAc  of 
Yorkr  tOFi^ih  December  1793 


£.      s.   A 


514    7    * 


693    7  II 


5#   o   • 

3«  «3    1 

693    7  It 
17a  17*  6 


$60  t  j    6 


f8    o  10 


43*   «    i 
160   o   6 


33S  S   S 


93    t    * 


164    6    6 


i^i  li  % 
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Dates  of 
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1794-       ^ 
March  lu. 


7th, 


i9tb. 


31ft. 


April  14th. 


16th. 


May  1 2th. 


a3i 


June  ijth* 


To  Daniel  Fraicr,  late  Camtain  In 
the  Queen's  American  Rangers, 
for  one  year's  allowance,  to  31ft 
December  i793»  for  his  long  fcr- 
vices  prior  to  the  late  war 


To  Adam  Murray,  for  133  days  pay, 
as  Surgeon  to  the  Garrifon  of  T 


o- 


bago,  to  24th  December  1793 

To  M.  G.  Carleton,  for  half  a  year's 
lowance,  to  24^h  December  1793, 
as  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunfwick  ■ 

To  Alexander  Wiftiart,  for  1 84  days 
half  pay,  for  his  fervices  as  late 
Second  Lieutenant  on  the  rivers 
and  lakes  in  Canada,  to  25th  De- 
cember 1 793  

To  Brook  Watfon,  Efq.  for  182  daj^s 
pay,  as  Superintendant  and  Di- 
red;tor  of  forage,  provifions^neccf- 
faries,  and  eztraordinaries  of  the' 
army  on  the  continent,  to  ift 
March  1794        — 

To  M«jor  Samuel  Moore,  for  half  a 
year's  allowance,  to  a4th  March 
1794,  for  his  lone  fervices,  parti-  % 
cularly  during  the  fiege  of  Gi- 
braltar   • 


£'    '•  ^- 


—  40    o    o 


To  fundry  General  Officers,  for  their 
trouble  and  ezpences  in  review- 
ing the  land  forces,  for  31  days, 
to  24th  January  1793  ■ 

To  J.  D.  Michell,  for  i  ji  days  pay, 
as  Clerk  to  John  Erfiune,  £fq. 
CommiiTary  General  at  Toulon, 
to  31ft  March  1 704  

To  James  LawTie,  tor  half  a  year's 
allowance,  to  2 1  ft  December  1793* 
for  bis  fervices,-  as  late  Superin- 
tendant, &c.  on  the  Mofquito 
Shore        ■ 

To  G.  Townfend,  for  365  ds^s  pay, 
as  Affiftant  Commiilarv'  of  the  ar- 
my in  America,  to  3 lit  Dccclnber 
1793  — 

For  the  pay  of  the  General  and  Staff 
Officers  fervipg  with  the  forces  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Moira,   to  24th  Dtccmber,  1 793 

To  Sir  R.  Elphinftone,  K.  B.  for.131 
days  aUowancci  9^  Governor  of 


62  19  f 


250    o   o 


—  940 


_       728    o    # 


—         75    o   o 


220    4  9 


^7  »s  • 


250    o  • 


—        2S2  10   0 


'3^5    3  « 
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C.       s.    i 


Fort  La  Malguc,  in  the  Port  of 
1794.  Toulon,  1031(1  December,  1793         393     o    o 

July  2d.  To  fundry  perfons,  for  half  pay, 
from  25th  June  to  25th  Decem- 
ber, 1793^  for  their  ffrviccs  on 
the  rivers  and  lakes  in  Canada   —  87     8    o 

To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  pay  as 
.  Adidant  Commiflaries  to  the  army 
under  the  Duke  of  Ygrk,  to  24th 
December,  1793  •■  745    o    o 

4th.  To  Sir  William  Fuwcett,  K.  B.  for 
182  days  additional  pay,  as  Adju- 
tant General,  to  24tb  J  une,   1794        689  12     i 

To  L.  C".  Morrifon,  for  182  days 
additional  ditto,  as  Quarter  Mailer 
General  to  ditto  689  12     i 

To  the  reprcfcntatives  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Towntcnd,  ftir  his  piy  for  fuper- 
intending  the  recruiting  ferv4ce, 
from  25th  December,  1793,  to 
I7ih  May,  1794  ■■  204  12    o 

To  ditto,  for  the  pay,  &c.  of  Stat* 
Officers  at  Duncannon  Fort,  for 
fix  months,  to  24th  Jane,  1794  443  xo     3 

22d.  To  James  Lawric,  Efq.  for  half  a 
year's  allowance,  to  21ft  June, 
1794,  as  late  Superintendant,  &c. 
on  the  Mofquito Shore  -^         ttp    o    o        \ 

To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  pay  as 
Com  mifla  ties  of  the  Forces  at  Tou- 
lon, to  24th  December,  1793  -—  301  15  o 
^th.  To  the  rcprefentatives  of  P.  oinnotr, 
for  362  days  allowance,  to  30th 
April,  1794*  as  late  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  Niagara  —         148  15     4 

3  ill.  To  fundry  perfons,  for  their  psfy  as 
Affiftant  Commiflaries,  &c.  X.o  the 
army  under  the  Duke  of  York,  to 

24th  June,  1794  811  tj    o 

Auguftitth.    ToG.  Brinley,  Efq.  for  386  days 

pay,  as  CommiiTary  of  the  Army 
at  Halifax,  to  2 til  June,  1794  289  10    O 

To  ditto,  for  386  days  tdditional 
ditto,  as  ditto  to  ditto  --«  96  zo    o 

22d.  To  fundry  perfons  for  half  pay,  from 
26th  December,  17^3,  to  24th 
June,  17941  for  their  fcrvices  on 
the  rivers  and  lakes  in  Canada  76  x8  /6 

^)ept«  15th.    To  M.  Petrie,  Efq.  for  1 70  days  pay, 

as  Commifliiry  of  Accounts  of  the 
Forces  at  Tuulon,  to  12th  Juae« 

4794  — •  — ■—        34^    ^    ^ 
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1794. 

Sept.  f€tb< 


Oaoberijth. 


j6th. 


Ta  A.  M.  BrowDi  for  3  yesrs  aod  45 
days  pay»  ai  Barrack  Mafbcr  of 
the  iifandof  St.  Vincent,  to  iqih 
Auguft,   1794        

To  R.  MichdU  father  of  the  late 
Jof.  Duowen  Michelle  for  79  days 
pay,  to  i8th  June,  1794*  ^^  ^^'^i*^ 
Co  John  £rikine,  who  was  appoint- 
ed Commiifary  General  at  Tou- 
lon ,-———.         

For  the  pay  of  the  Staff  Officers  of 
the  garrifon  of  Tobago,  to  a4th 


December,  1797 

Rainslord,  for  90  days 


To  Lt.  G. 

pay,    as    a  Lieutenant  (yeneral, 

with  two  Aides  de  Cainpi  to  24th 

December,  1793        — »  — 

November  X4th*    To  Major  VV.  Gunn,  for  547  days 

pay,  as  Cotnmiffary  for  muftering 


the  HanoTerian  troops  in  the  pa^ 
of  Great  Britain,  to  31ft  Augu(^ 


^h. 


>794 
To  R.  J.  Smithy  for  484  days  pav, 

as   AffiiUnt  Commiifary   of  the 

Army  in  America,  to  27th  0£^o- 

ber,  1794 


ToB.  Watfon,  Efq.  for  183  days 
pay,  as  Superintendant  and  I%:eo 
tor  of  Forage,  Provifions,  Necc^ 
fanes,  and  £xtraordinaries  of  the 
Army  00  the  Continent,  to  51ft 
Aufaft,  1794  ■ 

December  xotlu    To  Lieut.  J.  Lyons  Nixon,  for  pay 

and  forage,  as  a  Major  of  Brigade, 
to  13th  November,  1794 


To  pay*  a  bill  of  Exchange  drawn  by 
the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  for 
one  year's  allowance,  to  Chnftmas 
1793,  for  furnifhing  fpecie  to  the 
troops  in  Scotland,  &^c.  ■ '  ■ 
January  8th*    To  Lord  A,  Gordon,  for  fo  much 

expended  for  the  good  of  His  Ma« 

jeltjr's  fcrvice   in  North  Britain, 

•  in  the  year  1793  — 

February  ytlu    To  John  Geddes,  £fq.  for  neccflb- 

ries  for  the  forces  in  North  Bri- 
tain -^ 


£.      i.  d. 


542  6  a 


19  15  • 


—   X19  9  * 


—   4^6  5  4 


—   1094  o 


—   242  • 


75a  o  o 


^    86  5  I 


16184  4  I 


654  o  10 


300  o  o 


X4a;  9  2 
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1794. 
March  28th* 


1793- 
T>cccinDcr  27th. 


January  8tn. 


IS*. 


?4\h. 


To  R.  B,  Hcnclerfon,  Efq.  for  oat- 
mealy  Ri  ine,  candles,  &c.  furnilh- 

.  ed  f  I  the  forces  in  tbc  le%'eral  gar- 
ru'oas  in  North  Bntr.iu  and  the 
out-poils  in  their  neighbourhood, 
from  the  i  ft  July  to  31ft  Decem- 
ber, 1793  — 


To  Lord  Elphinftone,  for  providing 
conU,  can'iies.  '^c.  for  the  forces 
in  Edinbuigli  Caflle,  from  i6th 
March  to  the  14th  June,  1793 

To  Lieutenant  Governor  Singleton, 
for  providing  ditto  for  the  forces 
in  Landguard  Fort,  from  a 5th  of 
December,  1792,  to  24Ch  June, 

»793  — -- 

To  Lord  Elphinfione,  ibrprovidinff 

ditto  br  the  forces  in  EdiAburgh 

CaAle,  from  15th  June  to  13th 

Scpccmher,  1794  ' 

To  James  Mooeypenny,  for  pro« 
viding  divers  menfils  for  die  oar- 
lacks  at  Knighttbridge,  in  the 
year  1703  ■  ■     ■ 

To  W.  b.  Clinton,  for  providing 
coalsy  candles,  &c«  for  mt  troopt 
in  the  citadel  of  Plymouth,  St. 
Kicholaa  Iffland,  &c.  from  a  5th 
June  10  the  24th  December,  1703 

To  ditto,  for  providing  and  repatnng 
utenfils,  &c»  for  tne  barracks  at 
Plymouth  Dock,  from  25th  De- 
cember, 1792,    to  34th  Decem- 

^^  '793  

To  James  Moneypenny,  for  coals, 

csuidles,  ice,  for  additional  com* 

panics  and    recruits,  &c«  of  the 

foot  guards,  in    the  barracks  at 

Koigfatsbridge,  fupplied  between 

a4th  June  and  25th  December, 

1293  

To  Edward  Kent,  Efq.  for  providing 

coals,  candles,  &c.  for  the  forces 

in  Chatham  Barracks,  iro;n  ditto 

to  ditto     — 


£.     4.  ^  A. 


*—   laoa  6  xo 


3563  16  xo 


i6j  7  i< 


163  13  3 


169  xy  10 


2x0  5  • 


83  3  9 
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344  o  4 
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1794. 
February  7th. 


14th. 


March  7th. 


7  2tb. 


April  5th. 


c.    i.  i 


To  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymplc,  Comman- 
dant of  the  forces  at  Chatham  bar- 
racks, for  the  general  account  of 
expenditures  for  pay,  contingen- 
cies, &c.  for  fix  months,  to  24th 
December,  1793  - 

To  William  Patriarchc,  for  provid- 
ing coals,  candles,  &c.  tor  the 
forces  ill  the  inand  of  Jcrfey,  from 
ajth   June   to   24th    December, 

To  WiUiam  Merrj-,  Efq.  for  His 
Majcrtv's  proportion  of  8 54J  chal- 
drons of  coals  received  at  Gibral- 
tar —  .— 
To  M.  G.  Tng;ge,  for  providing 
and  repairing  utenfils,  and  for  fur- 
nifhing  coah  anJ  candles  fur  the 
barracks  at  Hilfea,  Portfmonth, 
&:c.  from  2  5ih  June  to  34th  De- 
cember, 1793  —  ^  "" 
To  James  Boucher,  Efq.  for  pro- 
▼'idingcoals,  carvi.s,  &c.  for  the 
troops  in  Tynr.r.iouth  Barracks 
aind  Clifford's  Fort,  Irom  ditto  10 

ditto  • — — 

To  G,  Lcith,  Junior,  forproviding 

ditto  lor  the  barracks  at  Deal,  from 

ditto  t>)  ditto        — — -  — 

iQth.     To  William  Merry,  Efq.    for  Hit 


1497  II    4 


1036    2  10 


—       1524     I     9 


—        620  13    4 


77  "    * 

Z        a6i    7    « 


x6th. 


30th< 


Majefty's  proportion  of  531  chal- 
drons of  coals  rectived  at  Gibral- 

To  Lord Elphinftone,  forproviding 
coals,  candles,  &c.  for  the  forces 
in  Kdinburgh  Caiile,  fvm  14th 
September    to    13th    December, 

1793 

To  Lord  Amherft,  for  fupplymg 
ditto  for  the  forces  in  Gurrnfey, 
from  2f;th  June  to  24.th  Decem- 
ber,  1795  —  "-"^ 

To  Willium  Merry,    Efq.  for  the 

cxti-a  charge    of  freight,   &c.  on 

1,385 J  chaldrons  of  coals  fcnt  to 

Gibraltar  —  — 

To  Lord  Carhcart,  for  the  expencc 
ofct.alb  for  theufeofthc  lick  of 
the  29th  regiment  of  foot  at  Wind- 
ibr,  in  the  year  1791 


—        823     »    • 


—        117  la  If 


"47    *   7 


—      3941  19  « 


—  ^^  U 
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^794- 

Ani  30th.    .To  Lord  Cathcart,  for  the  cxpencc 

of  coals  for  the  ufc  of  the  jiclc  of 
the  ajth  regiment  of  foot  at  Wind- 
for,  m  the  year  1791  

IVIajr  X4th.    To  CoIoqcI  Yorke,   for  ncceffarics 

furniflicd  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  the  Tower,  for  fix  months,  ta 
Lady  Day  1794  .^         ,^ 

Juae  27th.    To  Lieutenant  dovcrnor  Singleton, 

for  providing  coals  and  candles  for 
the  forces  inLaadguard  Fort,  from 
35th  June,  to  a4th  December, 
1793  —  -.— 

To  Governor  P.  M.  Irving,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  fov  the  forces  in  Up- 
nor  Cafllc,  from  25th  December, 
1792,  to  24ih  December,  1793 


£m      j*     J* 


22    2    o 


—         -*        764  12    o 


^oTember  X2th. 


'793- 
November  8th. 


1794. 
January  31ft. 
May  9th. 


To  James  Johnfon,  on  account,  for 
building  new  ftables  for  the  ift  re- 
giment of  Life  Guards  — 
To  ditto,  oi^.accoupt  of  ditto  fervice 
To  ditto,  on  account  of  ditto  fervice 


Dates  of  Deputy 

Secretary  at  War*» 

Letters. 


2794. 
January  3d. 


6th. 
8(h. 


9th, 


17th. 


Vol.  XLI. 


To  Meflrs.  Cox  and  Co.  to  aoftver 
a  bill  drawn  by  an  Officer  of  the 
3d  regiment  of  dragoons,  towards 
the  expence  of  ereSing  barracks 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  -^ 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
Colonel  De  Lanccy,  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant General,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
an  Officer  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  for  ditto  fervice        

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
dittoof  the  7ch  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  fervice  

To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
dttd  of  the  i6th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  fervice 

4S 


168    2    o 


24    2    8 


14072  17    8 


2000  o  o 
2000  o  o 
3000    o    o 


7000    o    o 


zoco    o    o 

336    12    10 

4500    o    o 

—  531  17    5 
by 
ra- 

—  1000    o    0 

500 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


January  230, 


To  MciTrB.  Cox  and  Go.  to  anfver  % 
bill  drawn  by  Colonel  Dc  Lanccjr, 
Deputy  Adjuunt  General,  to- 
wards the  eitpence  of  ere£dng  bar- 
racks • — 


lOth, 


To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 
an  Officer  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  for  ditto  fervice        — 
February  xft.    To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  hj 

Colonel  De  Lancey,  Deputy  Aa« 
jutant  General,  for  ditto  fervice 
March  3d,    To  ditto,  to  anfwer  ditto  drawn  by 

an  Officer  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
dragponSy  for  ditto  fervice 


Dates  of 

Secretary  at 

War's  Letters. 

January  totn* 


February  iSth. 

April  3d* 

May  ?th. 

27th. 

July  3d. 

28th. 

Auguft  26th. 

October  8th. 

NoTember  i3t|^. 


To  Colonel  De  Lancey,  Barrack 
Mafter  General,  for  the  ere£doD 
of  barracks,  for  the  fuppfy  of  ftores, 
&c.,  and  for  providing  forage  for 
the  troops  therein  - 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice 

To  ditto^  for  ditto  fervice 


k.  1795. 


£.      I,    i. 


600     O     Q 


-»  50    O    O 


968      4     5 


—      zoom    o  o 


o  Q 

o  o 

17000    d  o 

20Q00    o  o 

20000    o  o 

25000    o  o 

20000    O  0 

20000    O  0 

7(000    o  0 

S3000    O  0 


245486  14   6 


1789 

Auguft  7th.    To  Captain  F.  A.  Wcathenill,  for 

providing  knapfacks  for  his  inde- 
pendent company  of  foot  ^- 

1793. 
pftoDcr  23d.    To  General  Murray,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  21ft  regiment  of  foot 

To  M.  G.  Gunning,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  6$th  do.  — 

To  L.  G.  Elphinflone,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  5  3d  ditto  ■  .    ■ 

30th.    To  M.  G.  Powell,   f«r  providing 

ditto  for  the  69th  ditto  *  — 

3 


X   16    0 


83  18 

0 

8a  18 

e 

1 

83  18 

0 
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«793.  .^         if-      ^»    ^» 

ro^einbtr  I3tb.  -To  L.  G,  Brown,    for  providing 

knapfacks  for  the  67th  regiment  ot 
Datei  of  foot  — ^  — ^         82-  x8    o 

•    'Wiirranti.       To  M.  G.  Abcrcromby,  for  pro- 

■  '  *  m      Tiding  ditto  for  the  6th  ditto      —  82  x8    O 

>ecember  27th.    To  L.  G.  Morrifon,  for  providing 

ditto  for  the  4th  ditto 82  18    o 

To  his  Royal  Highneft  Prince  Ed- 
ward, for  providing  knapfacks  for 
the  7th  regiment  of  foot         ^—  82  18    # 

To  Sir  William  Erikine,  for  provid- 
ing ditto  for  the  26th  ditto  82  x 8    o 
To  the  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  j  id  ditto  82  x8    o 
To  L.  G.  Morri,s>  for  providing  ditto 

for  the  6 id  ditto  — -•  82  18    6 

ToM.  G.  Smithj  for  providiog  ditto 

for  the  43d  ditto        -^  —  5S     8    o 

To  M.  G.  Leland,   for  providing 

ditto  for  the  64th  ditto    .        —  5S     ^    ^ 

To  L.  G.  Hall,  for  providing  ditto 

for  the  3d  ditto  ■     ■     ■'  82  x 8    o 

To  L.  G.  Hyde^  for  providing  dittd 

for  the  20th  ditto  ■  »  ■  82  x  8    o 

'ToXreneral  Frederick,  for  providing 

cUtto  for  the  {4th  ditto         82  18    o 

To  the  reprefentatives  of  General 
Tayler,  for  providing  ditto  for  the 
»i7$4.  24th  ditto       —  — "•    '     82  x8    o 

January  3  X ft.    To  Sir  James  Grant,  for  providing  ^ 

ditto  for  his  regiment  of  Knciblea  ^^9  13    ^ 

February  xft.    To  Colonel  Wem^^fs,  for  providing 

ditto  for  his  regiment  ot  ditto  229  x  3    o 

To  Colonel  Montgomerie,  for  pro* 
Tiding  ditto  for  his  regiment  of 

ditto  i29  x8    o 

24th.    To  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  his  ditto  — «        2Z^  x8    o 
To  the  Marquis  of  Lome,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  his  ditto           —        187  t8    # 
To  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  for  pro- 
viding ditto  for  the  firft  battalion  of 
his  ditto        — *                — — -        it^  13    o 
To  ditto,  for  providing  ditto  for  the 

fecond  battalion  of  bis  ditto  229  X3    • 

To  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  for  pro- 
Tiding  ditto  for  his  regiment  of 

fencibles  -*«       i2^  18    # 

4S2 
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X794. 
March  i2ih. 


Kfey.  t4th. 
May  r4th. 


£.       M.     d. 


To  Sir  John  WoJchoufe»  for  pro- 
viding knapfackt  for  the  £aii  Nor* 

.,,  folk  militia.        ^  — 

To  M.  O.  Bcnic,  for  providiog  dit- 
to for  the  8 1  ft  regiment  of  foot 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Doyle,  for 
providing  ditto  fbr  the  87th  r^- 
mcnt  of  foot  —  — 

To  M.  OpCuyler,  for  proTiding  dit- 
to for  the  86th  regiment  of  ditto 

^o  M.  6.  De  Bvrgh,  ^  providing 
ditto  for  the  88th  ^tto  — 


i8x  e 

0 

578  18 

• 

378  18 

• 

378  18 

c 

378  x8 

0 

4651     8    o 


January  ;t4th. 


March  loth. 

April  16th. 

June  6ch. 

Oaober  8th. 

November  19th. 


To  Jiamci  Window,  Efq.  Ag«nt  to 
the  Infpeftor  General  of  regimen- 
tal itxfirmaries,  on  account  of  con* 
tingent  difburfemeflts  for  hofpi; 

tkb,  &c.  ' ^  "~      1000    o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice        -—      1000    o 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice        ■  aooo    o 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  ferv Jcc  —  1 500  o  o 
To  ditr^  for  ditto  fervice  — —  3000  o  o 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  (ervlec        —      2000    o    o 


o 
o 

o 


1 1 500     o    o 


March  aSth.    ^o  MefTrs.  T.  and  J.  CaHeton,  for 

cxpences  in  the  embarkation,  &c« 
of  troops  at  different  ports  in  Ire- 
land, in  the  years  1792  and  1793 
July  4th.     To  Meflrs.  J.  and  G.  F.  Carleton, 
for  expenccs  in  the  embarkation, 

,  &c.  of  ditto,  from  27th  January, 
to  lith  MsU-ch  1794  — 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice,  from  1 2th 
September  17939  to  jthof  Janu- 
ary »794        .   —      .       .  

To  ditto,    for  ditto  fervice,  in  the 

month  of  May  1794  *  ■— 

To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice,  from  16th 

May,  to  the  8th  of  July  1794 
To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice,  from  29th 

May,  to  X9th  Aug«ifi  1794 


1082  o  • 


a3d. 
OSober  8th. 

November  Z9th. 


3049  13  o 

561  7  0 

5222  19  4 

9928  z6  0 

13395  16  9 
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Dates  of 
'Warrants* 

1789. 
Augun  7tb< 


X790. 
February  loih. 


1794* 
January  8ch« 


15th, 


34tli. 


31ft. 


To  Captain  F.  A.  Wetherall,  for 
marches.  Zee.  of  his  Independent 
Company,  from  25th  December 
17809  to  24th  December  1781 

Tcf  ditto,  for  the  allowance  of  bread 
money  for  ditto  Company,  in  the 
y€ari78i. 

To  Lord  F.  CaTcndifti,  for  cloath- 
ing  fundry  Supernumeraries  of  the 
34th  regiment  of  foot  — 

To  Sir  William  Fawcctt,  K.  B.  for 
the  contingent  expences  of  the  Of- 
ftae  of  Adjutant  General,  from 
2Cth  June  to  24th  December  1793 

To  L.  G^  MorrifoQ,  for  his  ditto,  as 
Qjiarter  Mailer  General,  from 
ditto  to  ditto 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrifon,  for 
his  ditto^  as  Deputy  Qyarter  M af- 
ttr  General,  from  ijth  May,  to 
24th  December  1 79^  ■ 

To  L.  G.  Townfcnd,  Inrpeftor  Ge- 
neral of  the  recruiting  fervice,  for 
bis  ditto,  from  2$th  June,  to  24th 
December  1793  '  ■ 

To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  flop, 
cloathing;  tor  the  augmentation  to 
the  3d  regiment  of  foot  guards 

To  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  for  dit- 
to, for  the  I  ft  regiment  of  ditto 

To  the  Duke  of  York,  for  ditto,  to 
the  2d  regiment  of  ditto        •— * 

To  the  Rev.  W.  Wilmot,  for  one 
jrfcar's  rent  of  the  Miniftcr*s  houfe 
in  the  Savoy,  hired  for  the  ufe  of 
the   forces,    to  24th  December 

lV»Mrs.  Fi(heF  and  Threfher,  for 
half  a  year's  rent  of  the  barracks 
at  Knightftridge,  to  Michaelmas 
1793  _  

To  L.  O.  Lifcelles,  for  fundry 
extfa  expences  while  attending 
the  forces  sn  Great  Britain,   in 

T»  the  reprefentatives  of  Colonel  J. 
Moncrief,  for  his  contingent  dif- 
burlaments,   as  Deputy  Quarter 


£,      J.    ^. 
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—  —       224    4    • 
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»794- 


t*      '•    * 


February  7tb. 


—         27    1    • 


14th. 


584  17    8 


i$th* 


March  tft. 


—      4773    «    ^ 


lath. 


'        a9th. 


atth* 


Mafier  General^   from  ijtli  De* 
ccmber  17929  to  24th  rebniarj 

*793  — 

To  L.  Mode,    Efq,  Secretary  to 

Lord  Amherft,  for  contingent  dif- 

burfements,  from  a  5th  June,  to 

24th  December  179}  ■■  ■   ■ 

To  Sir  R,  Sloper«  for  his  extra  cx- 

peoces  as  a  Lieutenant  Generalf 

while  attending  the  forces  in  the 

year  1793  -*-  ~         177  19    • 

To  L.  G.  Morrifon,  for  extra  con- 
tingent expences,  as  Quarter  Mai^ 

ter  General  in  ditto  year        -—  .     396  19    * 
To  B.  Chapman,  Efq^  late  Lieute- 

aant  Colonel  of  the  i8th  regiment 

of  foot,  toreimburfetheexpencetf 

of  a  fuit  bR>ught  by  bim  againft 

John  Peter  De  Lancey^  Efq.  \%vt 

a  Captain  in  the  faid  regiment,  fet 

an  auault        — ^-  —  53  '5     < 

To  MeiTre.  Fiotc  de  Cruchy  and  Qo. 

for  3,400  fiand  of  Anna,  fent  to 

Portfmouth  — « 

To  fundry  perfona,  as  a  compenia- 

tion  for  loflea  fuftained  in  confe- 

quence  of  an  embargo  being  laid 

on  all  Teffels  laden  with  corn,  &c« 
To  M.  G.  Sn\itb,  for  his  extra  ex- 

pences  as  a  Major  General,  while 

attending  the  torces  in  the  year 

<»793       ^ 

To  L.  Morfe,  £fq.  for  the  adual  ex- 
pence  he  incurred  in  remoring 

from  the  apartments  he  occupied 

in  the  borfe  guards  ^^-^ 

To  Sir  G.  Howard,  for  ezpencet  of 

.defending  Sergeant  Sagar,  of  the 

I  ft  regiment  of  dragoon  guards, 

tried  for  murder  in  the  executioa 

pf  his  duty,  and  acquitted 
To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,   to  be 

paid  over  to  fundry  peribns,  for  ex- 

pences  incurred  during  the  ea« 

camplnents  in  the  year  1 79J 
To  Sir  W,  Medows,  for  his  extra  ex« 

pences,  while  attending  the  forcea 

in  Great  Britain  as  a  Major  Gtnp-* 

ral,  in  1793  —  — . 

To  L.  G.  Gnnt^  for  h&  ditto^whUe 


5'44    9    « 


459    6    3 


376    6    # 


J9    4   * 


aofo    4    f 
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£•      u    i. 


attetididg  the  forces  ia  Great  Bri- 
tain as  a  Lieutenant  Genera],  in 

1794-  »793  —  —        a6o  X3    3 

lylarch  aSthf    To  M.  G.  Hotham,  for  his  extra  ex- 

Knees,  while  attending  ditto  as  a 
ajor  Generalt  in  ditto  year    —        298    7     { 
To  M.  G.  Bruce,   for  fundry  ex- 
pences  incurred  on  account  of  the 
augmentation  to  the  i6th  regiment 
ot  toot,  in  the  vear  1790  -v        171   16  10 

jift.  To  MciTrj,  T.  and  T.  Steppen,  for 
freight  ofproviiions  for  the  forces 
in  the  Ealt  Indies  from  London  to 
Gravefend  -^  —        104.    o    8 

To  William  New,  for  beams,  fcales, 

and  weights  .     —  -—        143    4    6 

To  Joh^i  Garden,  for  fadlery,  horfe 
furniture,  and  accoutrements,  pro- 
vided by  orders  from  the  Secretary 

ofStkte —      5572  II    # 

Aphl  5th.    To  T.  Rice,   Efq.  Surveyor  of  the 

guard?,  for  work  done  in  repairs 
of  the  horfe  and  footguards,  in  the 

year  1791        —  2700  14    i 

To  the  Marquis  of  Salifbury,  on  ac- 
count of  expences  incurred  for  the 
new  guard  room,   kitchen,   &c. 

cre^ed  at  St.  James's  1337    8    8 

To  Marquis  Townfliend,  to  be  paid 

over  tofundry  perfons  fore^pences 

incurred  during  the  encampments 

in  the  year  1793        —  —        416  17    f 

14th.    To  G.  Gamier,  fifc^.  Apothecary 

General,  for  medicines  delivered 

for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  year 

17Q3        -  —    ;i286s  IS    3 

30th.    To  MeiTrs.  Galton  and  Whately,  for 

furnifhing  4,820  arms  -*      5940    O    6 

May  9th.    To  M.  G.  Mufgrave,  for  extra  ex- 

Sinces,    while  ferving  in  Great 
ritain  as  Major  General,  in  the 

year  179J        —  147  14    7 

To  Mrs.  Fiflier  and  Thrafter,  for 
half  a  year's  rent,  to  lady  day 
1 794,  for  the  barracks  at  Knights- 
bridge  -  —  140  18  o 
I  ith*  To  MeiTrs.  Sincbir  and  Williamfon, 
as  acompenfiitionfor  the  loiTcs  fuf- 
Cained  by  them  in  confequence  of 
the  order  of  Council  for  relYiain- 
iug  the  exportation  of  wheat  and 
yirbeat  flour        ■  —         S'S  >^    $ 
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May  19th*     To  Rear  Admiral  Macbride*  10  be 

paid  over  to  the  Captains  of  fun- 
dry  fhips,  for  the  accommodation 
•     of  the  £arl  of  Moira,  and  the  Staff 

attending  his  expedition         —        850    o    • 
Tune  a  5th.    To  L.  Morfc,  Efq.  for  carrying  on 

for  one  year,  to  Midfummcr  1 794^ 
a  progreffive  lift  of  the  Commif- 
iiones  of  all  the  officers  in  the 
army  ■  —     ^  i»3    5    o 

27th.  To  L.  G.  Morrifon,  for  his  contin- 
gent cxpcnces,  as  Quarter  Mafter 
General,  from  a  5th  December 
1793  to  24th  June  1794  —        aJ4    4    • 

July  ad.  To  William  Gorton,  Efq.  for  pro- 
viding a  table  for  the  Officers  of 
the  foot  guards  and  horfe  guards 
on  duty  at  St.  James's,  to  the  24th 

June  1794        —      3773    ^    9 

July  4th.  To  rcprefcntativcs  of  L,  G.  Town- 
fend,  for  his  contingent  expences, 
as  Supcrintendant  of  the  recruiting 
Icrvice,  from  a  5th  December  1793 

to  25th  June  1794  '5®    S    • 

8tlu  -To  Thomas  Wright,  Printer  of 
••  The  Hue  and  Cry,  and  Police 
Gazette,"  for  advertifing  defer- 
ten,  between  28th  March,  and 
22d  June  1794  — —         174     I     7 

To  L.  Morfe,  Efq.  Secretary  to  Lord 
Amherl},  for  his  contingent  dif- 
burferocnts,  from  25th  December 
1793,  to  24th  June  1794  —  586  18  4 
23d.  To  Sir  William  Fawcctt,  K.  B.  for 
the  contingent  expences  of  the  of- 
fice of  Adjutant  General,    fcom 

ditto  to  ditto        —        265     S     • 

26th .    To  fundry  perfons,  for  lofles  fuftain* 
ed  by  the  detention  of  iundry  car- 
goes of  pot  and  pearl  afli         ^—      ^483  xj    9 
Auguft  9th.     To  fundry  perfons,  for  the  fofs  fuf- 

tained  by  them  by  the  fale  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  ifiued  to  them  for 
army  fcrvices  ■  892  15    t 

a  7th.  To  P.  Lotbian,  for  the  expences  in- 
curred by  General  Mdck,  the 
Count  Mervddt,  and  their  fuite, 
during  their  day  in  London  12 j  12  x« 

87tcmberi5th.     To  William  Mitford,  £lq.  to  enable 

l^lm  to  pay  ibr  certain  premiiles  at 
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1794. 

Whitehall^   for  an  ofEce  for  the^ 
Commiffiouert  for  managing  the 
tranfport  fcryicc  of  the  army 
O£kol>er  8th •    To  Meflrs.  Mount  and  Johnfon,  for 

expcnces  in  the  purchafe  and  fit- 
ting up  a  galliot  for  the  reception 
of  dieferters  at  Chatham  ■  ■  ■ 
To  William  Gonon,  Efo.  for  pro- 
viding a  table  for  the  Ofiiccrs  of 
the  foot  and  life  guards  on  duty  at 
St.  James's,  from  the  25th  June, 
to  a3d  September  1 794  — 

November  (tft*    To  fundry  perfons,  as  a  compenfa- 

tion  for  their  lofTes  fuilained  in 
confcquence  of  flopping  the  ex- 
portation of  com  'J' 
1 2th,  To  Thomas  Wright,  Printer  of 
«•  The  Hue  and  Cry,  and  Police 
Gaacttcv**  for  adverttfing  defcrters 
between  a8th  June,  and  27th  Sep- 
tember 1794  ■  ■ 
26tfa.  To  Meflrs.  Muilman  and  Co.  Agents 
to  Meflrs.  Prafea,  Zenaglio»  and 
Co.  as  a  compenfationibr  their 
lofl^s  on  part  of  a  cargo  of  wheat 
on  board  a  Genoefe  veflel^  which 
was  taken  by  a  frigate,  and  car- 
ried into  Toulon,  and^  delivered 
to  the  dire^or  of  provilions  for 
the  navy,  by  order  of  Lord  Hood 


£•     /.    W, 


1000    o    • 


383  li    2 


—      2041    8 .  6 


6125    4    8 


2ZS    8    i 


3337  «9    4 


3163968  ra    4 


Towards  which  may  be  applied  a 
Sum  received  of  Claude  Scott,  Efq..  zooooo 


o    o 


3063968    12      4 


War  Office, 
131b  Fcbraary  179$. 


W.  WINDHAM. 
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COPY  of  t]^c  REPORT  of  the  Commiffioncrs  for  the  iffiic  ct 

certain  Exchequer  Bills.^ 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  His 

Maje%'s  Trcafury. 

THE  CommiiTioners  appointed  by  the  a6t  33d  Geo.  IlL  Cap.  ^th^ 
for  enabling  His  Majedy  to  dirc6l  the  iffuc  of  Exchequer  bills,  to  a  li- 
mited unrount,  for  the  purpofes,  and  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned, 
in  obedience  to  the  42d  fe<^ion  of  the  faid  aft,  which  dire&  that  the  iaid 
Conimiflioners  (hall,  as  foon  as  poffiblc  after  the  determination  of  their 
proceedings,  give  an  account  of  tire  fame,  in  writing,  to  the  Lords  Co<n« 
miflioners  of  His  Majefty*s  Treafury,  have  the  honour  to  rcprcfent  to 
your  Lordfhips,   ' 

That  on  the  day  following  the  palling  of  the  faid  aft  (viz.)  the  9ih  of 
May  1793,  they  met,  and  commenced  their  proceedings,  and  from  that 
time  continued  to  fit,  from  day  to  day,  until  they  had  coniidcred  ara 
decided  upon  all  the  applications  made  to  them  for  loans  under  the  faid 

aft. 

The  whole  number  of  applications  made  to  the  Commi^joners  for 
loans  was  332. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fums  applied  for  was        £•  3 ,8 5-5, 624. 
Of  thefc  applications  238,  amounting  to  2,202,200  were  granted,  tiz. 

On  pcrfonal  fccurity         —  —        j^.  2,01^,000 

On  dcpofit  of  goods     •     —  —  187,209 

Total        /.  2,202,200 

Of  the  remaining  ninety-four  applications,  forty-five,  for  the  fum  of 
1,215,1001.  were  withdrawn,  or  not  purfucd  by  the  parties  ;  the  know- 
ledge that  the  lonns  might  have  been  obtained  having,  in  fcvcral  in- 
ftanccs,  fufHccd  to  render  them  unneceflary ;  and  forty-nine  applicatioDs, 
for  the  fuoi  of  438,324!.  were  rejeftcd,  either  as  not  coming  within  tbc 
view  and  purpoi'e  of  the  aft,  or  on  account  of  the  circumftances  of  the 
parties,  or  from  their  inability  to  give  fatisfaftory  fccurity. 

The  profit  arifing  from  the  difference  1>etween  the  intercilpaid  hjtht 
borrowers,  viz.  five  pounds  per  centum  fer  annum^  and  tbc  interefldue  00 
the  Exchequer  bills,  twopence  halfpenny^^r  centum  fer  dtcm^  or  three 
pounds  iix teen  ([\\\\ing$  per  annum,  as /rr  schedule. 

No,  I,  amounts  to  —  iC- *3>o33  '4    H 

The  cxpence  of  the  commiffion,  as  per  Schedule, 

No.  2,  amounts  to  —  ■   '■  8»6S5  12    4 

Clear  profit  remaining,  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  at 
the  difpofal  ct  Parliament        — *-  — —  /•4348     *    'i 
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Two  nccclTary  provifions  in  the  a£l  prevented  the  profk  from  being 
eater.  By  ouc  nt  them  the  loans  were  directed  to  be  repaid  fifteen 
ay&  before  the  Exchequer  bills  became  due  ;  and  by  the  other  the  bor- 
rowers were  permitted  to  repay  their  loans  at  any  period,  prior  to  the 
£^ipulated  time,  that  might  fuit  their  convenience,  of  which  many  were 
liappily  able  to  avail  themfclves,  confequently  the  intereft  on  their  loans 
<;eared,  whilft  the  intereft  on  the  Exchequer  bills  continued  :  And  if  the 
Court  of  Directors  ot  the  Bank  of  England  had  not  favoured  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Commiirioners,  by  purchaling  the  Exchequer  bills,  and 
holding  them  until  the  Commilnoncrs  were  enabled,  frt^m  their  own 
funds,  to  become  the  purchafers,  the  profit  would  have  been  confider- 
ably  Icfs. 

The  whole  fum  advanced  on  loan  has  been  repaid ;  a  very  confider- 
ablcpart  before  it  became  due,  and  the  remainder  re^'ul;nly  at  the  llated 
periods,  without  apparent  difliculty  or  diftrcfs.  It  appears  that,  with 
the  exception  of  two  only,  who  have  become  bankrupt,  the  parties  af- 
iiClcd  have  been  ultimately  fuUent,  and,  in  many  inflanccs^  poifeilcd  of 
great  property. 

It  was  with  the  higheft  fatisfajflion  thnt  the  Commiflioners  obfcrx-ed 
the  almoft  immediate  eflcd  of  this  well-timed  mcafurc.  Its  advantage* 
were  evinced  by  a  fpcedy  rclloration  of  confidence  in  mercantile  tranfac- 
tions,  which  produced  a  facility  in  railing  money  that  was  prefcntly  felt, 
not  only  in  the  metropolis,  but  through  the  whole  extent  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

The  difficulties  in  which  many  confidcrable  commercial  houfes  were 
involved  have  been  thus  removed,  and  the  f-.r.il  cffcfts  of  thofe  difhcuU 
tics  on  other  Houfes,  who  were  dependent  on  then,  have  been  prevented* 
Nor  was  the  operation  of  the  rc\  lefs  beneficial  with  rcfpcCl  to  a  variety 
of  eminent  manuta'lurcrs  in  difiercnt  parts  of  thcfe  kingdoms,  who  hav- 
ing, in  a  great  degree,  fufpended  their  work<,  were  enabled  to  refume 
them,  and  to  all* >rd  employment  to  a  number  of  workmen,  who  muft 
otherwife  have  been  thrown  on  the  public  for  fupport;  and,  perhaps, 
in  fome  cafes,  with  the  lofs  of  the  manufa'^lure. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Commilfioners  have  I)cen,  in  every  inftance, 
founded  on  aMiJnvits  taken  in  writing,  and  atrcfled  by  three  of  their  own 
body.  In  many  cafes,  the  information  received  w;is  unavoidably  fuch 
as  to  lay  open  the  private  circumilances  of  rcfpc^ahlc  individuals.  The 
Commiilioners  have,  throughout  their  proceedings,  given  the  utmoft 
attention  to  the  prefervation  of  fecrefy,  and  have  caufcd  all  affidavits, 
letters,  minutes,  and  other  papers,  which  contu'n  the  names  of  pcrfons 
connected  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  com  million,  to  be  delboyed.  For  the 
fame  important  purpofe  it  is  obvious  that  every  lx)ok  and  paper,  in 
which  the  names  of  the  parties  occur,  fliould  alio  be  deftroyed  ;  but  as 
the  book  ?  contain  thofe  entries,  which  by  the  a<5:t  are  coniHtutcd  the  evi- 
dence of  the  payrpcnts,  it  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commillioners  be 
CApedijut  that  the  Legillature  Ihould  pals  an  afl»  declaring  the  full  re- 
pay nieiit  of  tl  c  loans,  iir.])ovvering  the  Commiflioners  to  dcflroy  the 
hooks,  aidlimitMig  the  periods  within  which  the  dific rent  parties  to  the 
frc'irity  bo'uis  Mi.iy  receive  aid,  whether  by  Exchequer  procefs  or  other- 
wile,  in  the  inean  tinv;  the  CommilRoncri  h^vc  orderca  the«books  to  be 
fealjd  up  and  ucpoiitcd  underihc  care  of  the  Secretary. 

4  T  2 
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.  Th«  Commiffioners  are  happy  in  b^ing  thas  aUe  to  ftate  die 
an  extraordinary  tncafure,  which,  although  it  might  not  be 
«d,  except  on  the  prefTureof  an  extreme  public  necef&cy,  hai 
jufUfied  by  its  efie^  and  fuccefs*  »       ' 


of 
id- 
frntfy 


Sheffield. 
Grey  Cooper* 
William  Pultcney. 
R.  M.  Trench  Chifwcl|. 

ohn  Sinclair. 

ohn  William  Anderfon. 


I 


S.  Bcfanquet. 
Thomas  Boddington*'   » 
William  Manning 


Mercers  Hall, 
1 6th  July,  1794. 


John  Whitmore. 
F.  Baring* 
E.  Forftcr. 
William  Raikes. 
Robert  Darell.  • 
Robert  Barclay* 
Charles  Grant* 

Jeremiah  HarmaLn< 
James  Brogdcn.  * 
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.MEMORIAL  from  Colonel  FULLARTON,  additflcd  to  Hii 
Majefty's  Cabinet  Minifters  in  1787,  coocemii^  Ckims  fbr 
the  Secret  Expedition  of  1 7  8  o. 


THE  following  particulars,  in  fupport  of  clsums  which  hare  an  im* 
mediate  reference  to  the  orders  of  a  former  cabinet,  are  fubmitted  to  the 
coniideration  of  His  Majelly's  prefent  Minifters  ;  and  it  is  humblj  re- 
queued that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  permit  an  appeal  to  their  decifoo  apon 
the  merits  of  the  cafe. 

Authentic  information  having  been  recciTed,  in  the  month  of  January 
1780*  that  the  Spanilh  power  in  South  America  had  been  recently  en* 
dangered  by  alarming  infurredlions,  Mr.  Fullarton  was  induced  to  Uy 
before  the  Minifters  of  that  period  propofals  for  an  expedition  agunfi  thoie 
Spanilh  fettle  men  ts. 

The  propofals  contained,  not  only  an  offer  to  raiie  the  number  of 
troops  required  for  the  intended  ferrioe*  but  alio  to  equip  Teiiela  fuf- 
iicient  to  convey  them,  and  to  nrovide  ineanB  of  Tifiualling  and  nose- 
taining  them,  upon  condition  that  Government  would  engage  to  pay 
a  certain  monthly  fum  per  maa,  agreeable  to  the  rs^tes  that  have  com* 
roonly  been  given  in  limilar  cafes. 

The  particulars  of  that  propo&l  are  cxpieftd  in  the  annexed  letter, 
Number  I.  which  was  delivered  to  Lord  North  on  the  28th  Januarj 
1780. 

His  Lordfhip  laid  that  letter  before  the  Cabinet  on  the  29th  January, 
«nd  next  morning  informed  Mr.  Fullarton,.  in  peribn,  that  tke  plan 
and  propofal  were  approved  of,  and  the  terms  agreed  00  by  the  Ca- 
binet— He  added,  that  it  was  refolved  to  advance  iC*30,ooo  for  the 
purpofe,  and  in  the  mode  propofed ;  but  that  It  was  not  finally  de- 
termined whether  the  money  (hould  liTue  from  the  Navy  Board  or 
from  the  Treafury,  His  Lordfln'p,  however,  dire^ed  that  immediate 
meafures  fhould  be  taken  for  railing  tl>e  troops ;  and  defired  ^lat  not 
a  moment  might  be  lofl  in  providing  fiiips,  and  in  procuring  flares 
and  other  articles  necefiafy  to  equip  t-hem  fov  the  expedition. 

The  notes  which  accompany  the  letter  were  made  foon  afccr  the 
converfation  took  place,  and  tend  to  explain  the  natore  of  the  afliir- 
ances  on  which  Mr.  Fullarton  aftcd. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution  of  the  Cabinet,  formally  commu- 
nicated by  Lord  North,  the  iliip  Northington  was  immediately  pur- 
chafed  for  jf.  1,800,  and  repairs  were  ordered  upon  that  Veflel  to  the 
amount  of  ^.900,   .  • 

The  Grand  Trimmer  and  the  Little  Trimmer  privateers  were'  com- 
plcfcly  manned  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  fcrvicc, 

Mr,  Fullarton  alfo  took  a  lliarc  in  the  Golden  Eagle  privateer,  ia 
order  to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  undertaking;  but  that 
iliip,  on  her  return  to  England  for  the  purpole,  became  a  capture  to 
the  enemy. 

Porter,  flioes,  {lores,  and  oihcr  articles  neccfTary  for  the  voyage,  were 
immediately  ptirchafcd.-^jf  .3,000  were  drawn  from  MclTrs.  Hallidays, 
Duntze,  and  Company,  upon  Mj*.  Fullaiton^s  acceptance,  under  the 
evprefs  perfonal  aflurances  of  Lord  North  to  Mr.  John  Halliday,  that 
the  monies  iliould  be  paid  out  of  the  firft  fum  to  be  ilTued  for  the  rervice 
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propofed.  His  Lordfliip  added,  that  the  payment  would  be  made  as  fooii 
ns  it  (hould  be  determined  from  what  fund  it  was  to  be  leccived. — ^Va- 
xious  other  advances  were  made  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  not  only  from  his 
own  funds,  but  by  means  of  credit  given  him  by  Meflrs,  Maync  and 
Oraham,  and  others  who  then  afliiled  him. 

The  99ih  and  looih  regiments  Were  raifcd  with  unufual  difpatch,  at 
a  very  confiderable  cxpencc,  in  the  fulleft  reliance  upon  the  aflurances^ 
received  from  the  Cabinet,  that  they  were  to  be  employed  upon  the  fpe- 
cific  fcrvicc  for  which  they  were  levied. 

But  while  thefe  preparations  were  going  forward,  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March  1780,  the  doubts  concerning  the  fund  from 
whence  the  advance  on  the  part  of  Government  fhould  iflucy  flill  conti- 
nued and  increafed. 

The  Creafury  llill  iniiHed  that  the  money  (hould  be  furniflied  from 
the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  Navy  Board.— But,  after  va- 
rious, confultations  with  Lord  Sandwich>,  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  Sir  Charles 
Middletotr,  it  appeared  that  the  Navy  Board  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  in  particular,  declined  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  Cabinet.  ^ 

During  thefe  diiculTions  war  was  declared  agaihft  Holland ;  and  Mi- 
xiiUcrs  were  thereby  induced  to  change  the  deflination  of  thofe  corps, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  cnterprifc  againft  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
By  this  determination  Mr.  Fullarton  found  himfelf  in  the  moft  embar- 
ralling  lituation — he  had  rclinquiflicd  very  flattering  profpc6ts  in  the 
profcffion  to  which  he  belono^ed — he  was  difappoiated  in  the  ftipulated 
objedt  that  had  induced  him  to  become  a  foldier— and  he  found  himfelf 
oppreiTed  with  a  load  of  debts,  incurred  in  preparations  made  under  ex- 
prcfs  aflurances  of  being  re-imburfed  by  Government.  Every  particu- 
lar, however,  that  could  tend  to  give  immediate  and  complete  efife£t  to 
the  undertaking,  had,  on  his  part,  been  pun<5lually  fulfilled ;  nor  was 
anv  circumilance  afterwards  omitted,  to  diminidi  as  much  as  pbllible  the. 
lofs  occafioned  by  the  failure  of  engagement  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
incDt*  I  '\ 

The  Northington  was  tendered  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  cm* 
ployed  in  that  fcrvice.  The  other  veflcls  were  fold  off,  or  employed  as 
privateers  againfl  the  enemy.  Great  part  of  the  flores  wero  counter- 
manded or  returned,  with  a  moderate  lofs,  to  theperfbns  who  had  agreed 
to  furniAi  them ;  and  no  claim  is  attempted  to  be  eflablifhcd,  except  for 
fuch  fums  a^  have. been  a^^tually  expended^  agreeably  to  vouchers  ready 
to  be  produced. 

The  nature  and  amount  of  thefe  difburfemcntswill  more  clearly  uppcar 
from  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  2d  November  1780,  ar*J  ad- 
drcfTed  to  Lord  North. 

For  the  trut|i  of  the  particulars  dated  in  this  paper,  Mr.  Fullarton  begs 
leave  to  refer  to  His  Majcrty's  Cabinet  Miniflers  in  the  year  1 780,  and 
to  Sir  Charles  Middletou,  whofe  accuracy  is  not  lefs  confpicuous  than  his 
great  ofhcial  talents. 

It  may  not  he  imprnpcr  to  obfervc,  that  Mr.  FuUarton's  departure 
from  England,  immediately  after  the  traniV«(5lions  took  place,  and  his 
continuance  upon  foreign, fervice,  rendered  it  impolliblc  for  him  till  vcty 
lately  to  bring  forward  thefe  claims.  He  now  fubmits  them  to  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  Mini  Iters  with  the  fullell  confidence  in  ihcjr.  equity  andjullicc, 
knowing  that  they  will  not  allow  an  individual  to  fuffer  material  detri- 
ment, by  a(iting  with  the  moft'cauicft  exeni<m  to  promote  an  important 
public  fervice,  in  obedience  to  inllrudions  communicated  to  him  by  the 
ni;ft  ofHcial  and  executive  authority  under  the  Crown« 
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The  precedmg^  narratWci  and  ttie  documents  refened  to  in  it, 
fubmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt's  confideracion,  together  with  letters  from  L^xnd 
North,  Lord  Scorraont,  aad  Sir  Charlet  Middlcton,  addreilcd  to  Coksad 
Fullarton^  and  cod  taming  their  tedimony  refpeding  the  authoritv  undrr 
which  he  acted.  But  as  no  farther  progreis  was  made  in  the  boilnclk 
from  the  year  i^S?*  Colonel  FuUarton  addrciTed  the  following  letter  to 
Mr.  Pitt. 


ExtraH  of  a  Let ttr  from  Colonel  FuUarton   to    the  Right 

WllUam  Pitt. 

"  SIR,  London,  loth  May  1790. 

**  Although  I  am  aware  of  the  important  objects  which  occupy  yoor 
time  at  prcfent,  I  take  the  liberty  of  intruding  on  you  for  a  momcnr,  to 
ibllcit  your  attention  to  the  (latcment  and  vouchers,  in  fupport  of  my 
claims  on  Government,  which  you  had  the  goodnefs  to  perule  in  Augi3:l 
1788.  Mr.  Steele,  having  taken  your  inftrudtions  on  the  fubjctt  in  Dc- 
cemBfer  1787,  had  previoufly  dire^fted  me  to  produce  fufficient  vouchf-rs 
to  prove  that  the  original  propofal  of  an  expedition  to  South  America, 
fuch  as  I  dated  it  in  my  narrative  addrefled  to  the  Miniders  of  His  Ma- 
jedy's  Cabinet  in  Z787,  had  been  adopted  by  the  Cabinet  in  the  year 
1780 — That  I  had  full  authority  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it,  and 
that  the  terms  were  finally  agreed  upon  between  the  Adminidration  of 
that  day  and  me,  on  behalf  of  myfelf  and  thofe  for  whom  I  a6^ed. 

'^  In  obedience  to  thofe  indrumons,  I  had  the  honour  of  fubmitting 
to  your  perufal  explicit  declarations  from  Lord  North,  Lord  Srormoiit, 
and  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  in  confirmation  of  the  claims  advanced  in  my 
letter  addrefled  to  His  Majedy's  Cabinet  Minidcrs.  Sir  Charles  Mid* 
dlcton  exprelfed  his  readinc/s  to  explain  the  particulars  refpc^ng  the 
tranfa(flion  in  detail,  whenever  it  (hould  be  your  pleafure  to  hear  him  00 
the  fubjc(ft  ;  and  Lord  Stormont  declared  that  my  original  propofal  was 
difcufTed  and  approved  in  Cabinet,  and  a  minute  taken  upon  it  ;  which, 
his  Lordlhip  added,  he  himfclf  had  delivered  to  the  King,  and  that  it 
would  be  found  among  His  Majedy's  Cabinet  papers,  dated  January 
1 780.  You  had  the  goodnefs  to  inform  me,  at  Saint  James's,  in  Sep- 
tembcr  1788,  of  your  intention  to  have  the  propofal  in  quedion,  and 
the  minute  on  it,  referred  to ;  and  I  thought  it  say  duty  to  remain  in 
town,  in  expectation  of  your  farther  indru£Hons«  During  lad  feffioa  of 
Parliament,  I  diould  have  felt  it  extremely  unbecoming  in  rac  to^ave 
prefumed  to  trouble  you  on  fuch  a  fubje6t. 

**  My  abfence  from  this  country,  fince  that  period,  prevented  me 
from  any  farther  exertions  in  refpedt  to  this  bufinefs  till  tny  return  to 
London,  in  January  lad ;  when  I  r^aueded  Mr.  Steele  tp  entreat  that 
you  would  honour  me  with  a  communication  of  your  fentiments  on  thti 
tranfa6tion  ;  at  the  fame  time  exprefling  my  anxiety  to  know  whether 
you  thought  it  neceflkry  for  me  to  bring  forward  any  additional  tefli- 
mony,  or  other  documents,  in  fupport  of  my  demands,  and  whether  or 
not  1  ought  to  deliver  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  Members  of  the  Ca* 
binet. 

**  It  cannot  efcape  your  obfcrvation  how  much  the  delay,  which  has 
occurred  in  the  adjuflment  of  this  bufinefs,  expofes  me,  not  only  to  the 
inconvenience  ariling  from  fo  large  an  advance  of  money  as  that  llatej  in 
my  claims,  but  to  the  increafing  difficulty  of  fubdantiating  them,  ia 
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any  accident  ffaould  happen  to  the  perfons  by  whofe  teflimony  my 
ement  is  conHrmed. 
^*  The  death  of  Lord  Sackvillc  has  already  deprived  me  of  a  mate- 
rial evidence;  and^I  rely  with  perfedl  confidence  on  your  juflice  and 
dccition  for  preventing  the  injury  I  may  fuftain  by  the  lot's  of  other 
^vitneilesy  which  can  only  be  effcded  by  a  fpecdy  determination  on  the. 
I>uiinefs. 

*•  1  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c,  &c. 

(Signed)        '*  W.  F  U  L  L  A  RT O  N." 

**  To  the  Right  Honourable 
•*  William  Pitt,*'  &c.  6cc.  &c. 


Fropojition  delivered  to  Lord  North  on  the  2%th  January  1780,  hy  Mrn 

Fullartou.  ' 

« 

THE  gentlemen  who  have  propofed  the  expedition  to  South  America, 
beg  leave  to  fubmit  the  following  llate  of  their  propofal  to  the  aitemion 
of  the  Cabinet, 

They  are  willing  to  raife  a  corps  of  1,200  men  at  their  own  expence, 
to  fer ve  on  this  occalion ;  provided  they  are  allowed  full  powers  to  re- 
commend the  officers. 

Thofe  officers  who  have  not  been  in  the  army  before  will  only  cxpeft 
temporary  and  Aipulated  ranks,  and  no  half  pay. 

The  men  tf}  be  fubfiiled  from  the  date  of  their  attedations. 

In  order  to  convey  this  corps  to  fuch  places  as  Government  (hall  dire£l, 
they  will  alfo  furnifh  (ready  manned,  armed,  and  equipped)  veffels  of 
the  following  defcription ;  all  of  which  are  either  now  in  their  poiTeffion, 
or  ready  to  be  purchafed ;  viz. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

800 

S8  . 

750 

50 

400 

44 

360 

a8 

160 

^4 

130 

16 

If  neccflary,  they  will  add  a  frigate,  and  a  Newcaftle  pink  to  aft  at 
atranfpott. 

The  equipment  of  thofe  (hips  ftiall  be  fo  arranged  as  to  render  it  un- 
known that  they  belong  to  the  fame  owners,  or  that  they  are  intended 
for  the  fame  expedition :  They  (hall  fail  at  different  times,  and  take  their 
departures  from  different  places. 

4Ua 
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Having  confidcrcd  the  inconveniencics  of  receiving  the  requifite  affitl- 
anccin  (lores,  ordnance,  and  provifions,  wliich  cannot  be  iflfued  fromihc 
different  offices  without  great  danger  of  difcovcry  and  dtlay,  thepr^pr-e- 
torsv  inflead  of  the  advance  of  the  above-n;entioned  articles  on  trie  p  n 
of  Government,  will  only  alk  an  order  for  cannon  to  arm  their  ih-^z 
largeft  fliips,  provided  Government  will  advance  them  30^000!. ;  io,ccol. 
to  be  paid  immediately — i©,oool.  moie  at  one  month — and  the  rcmjuijJsr 
at  two  months  after  the  date  of  the  agreement.  Vouchers  to  be  p^  jcuccd 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  firft  fuin,  before  the  fecond  (ball  be  auyancei% 
As  fecurity  for  this  advance*  the  bills  of  fale  of  fhips,  flores,  zu^  wthcr 
articles,  ihall  be  afligncd  to  Government. 

The  veflels  to  be  fitted  out  on  this  occafion  are  to  a<5l  as  tranf^xjrts, 
but  not  to  be  paid  in  the  common  mode  of  vefTels  hired  by  Govera- 
mcnt. 

The  proprietors  expc£l  to  have  the  regulation  of  prize  money  foctbb- 
liflicd,  that  no  capture  by  fea  or  land  fliall  be  (lured  until  the  whole  ex- 
pcnces  of  the  armament  are  cleared.  They  alfo  expec^  that  the  Turplus 
(liall  be  dillributcd  to  each  fliip,  according  to  the  number  of  men  acd 
guns ;  one  half  for  the  owners,  and  one  half  for  the  Ibldiers  and  failcrs, 
in  fuch  proportion  as  fliall  be  determined. 

The  proprietors  are  extremely  anxious  to  bring  this  bufinef*  to  an  iro« 
mediate  termination ;  for,  at  prefenr,  they  lofc  the  ufc  of  the  fliips  tb*t 
already  belong  to  them,  and  they  have  now  an  opportunity  of  purchaiing 
two  other  fliips,  fo  well  adapted  to  their  purpole,  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  fupply  their  place, 

(Signed)  W.  FULLARTON, 


Subjiance  of  a  Converjatton  which  tool  place  betwixt  Lord  North  and 
Mt\  Fullarton,  on  Sunday  the  'i^oth  January  1780,  relative  u 
the  preceding  prop^Jition, 

Lord  North  informed  Mr.  Fullarton;  in  prefcncc  oi  Mr.  Bruramcll, 
that  the  Cabinet  had  accepted  his  propofal,  and  that  be  would  next  day 
lay  it  before  the  King,  as  a  mcafure  which  the  Miniflcrs  concurred  in 
thinking  ought  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution.     He  added,  that 
there  remained  nothing  to  be  adjufievi,    except  the  mode  of  advancing 
the  money,     Mr.  Fullarton  mrntioned  to  his  Lordfliip  the  danger  that 
he,  and  the  gentlemen  uho  afliiled  him,  would  incur,  if  they  ventured 
to  proceed  upon  the  buriiicfs,  a:\lersunderan  ablolute  certainty  that  the  en- 
gagements of  Government  fliould  be   nlfilled  to  them  :  At  the  fame  rime 
he  llatcd  the  nccellity  of  dilpjtch,  in  oruerto  render  the  enrcrprize effec- 
tual.    His  Lor(]fi»i|.>  then  jv^vc  Mr.  Fuliarton  the  moll  pofitive  ail'urances 
that  the  mcafure  fliould  nut  fail  on  t/e  parr  ot  Oovbrnmcr.t.     In  confe- 
qucnccoFtheicnffliraiice?,  I\Ir.  hullarton  toU  him,  that,  reiving  on  his 
declarations,  and  on  the  refolutions  of  the  Cnbinet,  he  would  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  acccllerate  the  preparations  exprcfled  in  his  propofal. 
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Extras  of  a  Letter  addrejfed  to  Lord  North 


November  ad,  i78o« 
"  My  Lord, 

*'  In  obedience  to  your  Lordfliip's  commands,  I  take  the  libeity  to 
mention  fomc  panic ulars  relative  to  the  preparation  tor  the  expedition  I 
propofed  in  faniuuy  hft  ;  and  (hall  Hate  the  lituation  Of  the  two  regiments 
that  were  raiiVd  tor  rhat  fcrvice,  and  of  the  augmentation  that  has  bcca 
ordf  red  and  completed. 

*•  When  the  ori<;inalpropofal  was  approved  of  by  the  Cabinet,  on  the 
19th  January,  the  impradVicabil'ty  of  procuring  from  the  navy  board  the 
funi  ftipuUited  to  be  advanced  on  t'T?  part  of  Govern m;:nt  was  not  forefccn; 
and  the  proprietor:,  l.-jing  aiTLirtd  that  every  thing  was  finally  arranged 
except  the  nu'ie  movi-  of  it!  lin^^  the  money,  proceeded  immediately  to 
fulfil  Their  part  f>f  the  ensac-i-mtjiit. 

"  The  iMurthingti  n  Eair-Inv-'ia  fliip,  of  750  Cons,  was  purchafed  for 
1,800].  and  a  large  fum  was  expended  in  docking  and  repairs.  A  much 
larger  fum  was  to  have  been  laid  out  on  this  (hip,  but  was  afterwards 
lio])ped,  when  the  difticulties  arofc  on  the  p.irt  ot  Government,  which 
at  lad  rendered  the  cnterprize  abortive. 

"  Several  other  (liips  were  ordered  to  be  purchafed ;  but,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  the  orders  were  afterwards  countermanded. 

*'  The  two  Trimmers  were  long  kept  und- r  demurrage,  with  their 
ftores  andfeamen  on  board.  The  difflM'cnt  nr  icles  of  cxpence  attending 
their  detention,  during  120  days,  weie  ilatcd  at  3,100!.  befidcs  a  con^ 
fidcrablefum,  which,  for  w.uu  of  proper  vouchers,  has  not  been  dated. 
6,000  pair  of  flioes  were  bought,  at  four  fliillingSk  per  pair,  amounting 
to  mo-'e  than  i,20ol.  porter  calks,  to  the  amount  of  560 — and  i,00O 
hogflieads  of  porter,  were  ordered  ;  both  of  thefe  articles  are  yet  a  bur- 
den on  the  pcrfons  for  whom  they  were  ordered,  except  a  part  of  the 
porter  which  was  afterwards  countermanded. 

"  Mr.  Halliday  difcounted  a  bill  for  3,000!.  drawn  by  me,  for  which 
he  had  perfonal  aifuranccs  that  Government  would  advance  the  money. 

"  On  the  failure  of  the  expoJition,  the  bill  fell  upon  me  who  had 
(igned  it,  trufting  to  the  advance  that  was  to  have  been  made  by  Govern- 
inent. 

'*  Captain  H.  Frafer  was  kept  out  of  employment  for  many  months  on 
thisbufinefs;  but  1  havefince  got  him  into  the  Eall-India  fervicc 

**  With  regard  to  the  regimcnr,  I  fjund,  on  clofinfj  my  accounts  with 
my  military  agents,  that  I  was  their  debtor  for  3,100).  on  the  recruit- 
ing buiinefs  of  the  firll  battalion.  The  limeki  which  it  was  thought 
nccelTary  to  raifc  that  regiment,  not  above  nine  weeks — the  numerous 
parties  I  was  obliged  to  fend  over  England  and  Ireland — the  high  boun- 
ties— the  number  of  fupernumcraries  and  defcrtcrs,  in  all  abv>ut  200 
nKii— r-together  with  the  impoiribility  of  difpofmg  of  the  Lieutenancies 
to  advantage,  owing  to  the  late  rrguLition?,  were  the  caufc  of  this  cr? 
pence." 
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Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  North  to  William  Brumoull^  EJf* 

•*  Dear  Brummell,    . 

**  As  I  authorized  you  in  my  laft  letter  to  declare  in  my  name  every 
thing  that  appeared  to  me  material,  with  relation  to  Mr.  FuUartpn's  bu- 
iinefs,  I  did  not  expedt  to  have  beard  from  you  again  upon  cbc  faine  fub- 
jc£t, 

'*  Havings  fince  I  wrote  you,  carefully  re-confidcred  the  matter,  1 
can  venture  with  confidence  to  renew  the  authority  1  then  gave  you  to 
declare,  that  a  fecret  expedition  was  projected  in  the  manner  Ibited  by 
Mr,  FuUarton. 

^'  That  it  was  approved  by  {he  Cabinet,  That  the  approbadoo  at  the 
Cabinet  was  fignifiea  to  Mr.  Fullarton;  but  that  upon  a  material  alte- 
ration having  happened  in  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  expeditioo 
was  laid  afide,  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  with  his  regiment,  was  employed 
upon  another  fervice. 

*^  Although  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  fpeak  upon  memory  to  a  minute  detail 
of  fa£ts  of  fo  old  a  date,  I  can,  however,  add,  that  I  believe  Mr.  Ful« 
larton's  narrative  is  true.  Whep  the  expedition  was  laid  afide»  be  cer- 
tainly could  not  be  re-imburfed  for  the  futns  he  had  advanced  in  the  pre- 
parations. He  will  be  able  to  eftabUHi  the  extent  of  his  lofs  by  proper 
vouchers :  and  he  fcems  to  have  a  v6ry  equitable  claim  to  re-payment. 

**  I  am,  dear  Brummell, 

Moil  faithfully  and  fincercly,  3rour's, 

(Signed)  NORTH,- 

Tunbridge  Wells, 
July  the  i3thy    1788* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Mr.  FuUarton^ 

Little  Grove,  Tuefday,  Jan,  i^tb  17W. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  know  not  by  what  accident  it  has  happened  that  your's  of  the  nth 
inftant  did  not  reach  roe  till  this  morning.  That  to  Lord  Sandwich  fhall 
be  forwarded  by  this  day's  poft.  I  pcrfedtty  remember  the  original  pro- 
pofal  you  mention  having  been  difcufled  ;lnd  approved  in  Cabinet  and 
a  minute  taken  upon  it;  but,  at  thb  di (lance  of  time,  and  having  no 
papers  here  to  turn  to,  I  can  only  fpcak  upon  that  general  memory  which 
docs  not  go  to  the  recolle-'Hon  of  detail.  All  that  was  decidca  in  the 
Cabinet,  will  be  found  in  the  minute,  which  you  tell  me  bears  date  of 
the  Qth  of  January  1780.  I  rcguUirly  delivered  to  ihe  King  a  copy  of 
every  minui"  of  Cabinet  j  andl  kaow  Hi^  Majefty  keeps  jlithofe  papers 
with  fo  much  order  :vnd  exadtncfs,  that  they  can  be  immediately  refer- 
red to. 

"  I  am,  with  the  finccrefl  regard,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  STORMONT.'* 
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Co/y  of  a  Note  from  ^ir  Charles  MtddUion. 

*•  Sir  Charles  Middlcton  prefcnts  hie  compliments  to  Colonel  Fullar- 
ron«  He  has  per-ufed  the  memorial,  and,  although  the  number  of  things 
u^hlch  have  palTed  through  his  head  iince  the  time  it  alludes  to  prevents 
his  remembrance  of  every  particular,  yet  the  fubftance  is  frelh  in  his 
itiemory,  and  particularly  as  to  the  Cum  of  30,0001.  and  the  objedtions 
which  he  dated  at  the  time,  of  its  being  advanced  by  the  Navy  Board  ; 
all  which  he  will  readily  acknowledge  when  called  on  for  that  purpoie.'* 
Hertford  Street, 
iftMay  1787. 


The  expedition  in  its  original  form  having  proved  >nbortivc,  Tn  confe- 
quence  of  delays  occationed  by  difficulties  refpedting  the  fund  from 
whence  the  money,  (lipulatcd  to  be  advanced  oitthe  part  of  Govern- 
ment, fliould  iflUe,  the  following  PROPOSAL  for  an  expedition 
to  South  America,  by  India,  dated  3d  June  1780,  was  delivered  to 
Lord  North,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Cabinet,  by  whom  the  mca- 
furc  was  fully  approved  and  ratified  on  the  1  ith  of  Auguft  following. 
In  confcquence  ot  this  the  necclTary  preparations  were  o^dered,  but 
on  the  declaration  of  war  with  Holland  the  plan  was  laid  afide,  and 
the  force  employed  on  the  enterprife  againd  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop«, 

The  two  battalions,  that  have  been  raifcd  and  completed  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonels  FuUarton  and  Humbcrflon,  were  ftatcd  in  the  mod  poQ- 
tivc  manner  to  be  intended  for  a  particular  fcrvice,  which  has  been  fb 
long  delayed  that  it  cannot  now  take  place  with  any  propriety  in  the  mode 
St  iirft  intended.  It  therefore  remains  with  the  Muiiftry  either  to  declare 
the  bulinefs  at  an  end,  and  indemnify  the  parties  concerned  for  the  ex- 
pence  in  which  they  have  been  involved,  or  to  promote  a  propofal  tend- 
ing to  relieve  Government  from  the  embarralFinent  of  an  abortive  enter- 
prize.  After  the  moft  mature  confultation  with  pcrfons  pe^fec^ly  ac- 
i]uainted  with  the  fubjet^^,  it  appears  that  a  route  to  the  Spani(h  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coai\  of  the  South  fea  lies  open,  by  the  way  of  India, 
with  much  greater  fecurity  and  profpedt  of  fuccefs  than  could  have  been 
expected  even  from  the  ori^nal  propofal. 

A  body  of  2,000  Britifh^oops,  with  2,000  Lafcars,  failing  from  Ma- 
dras on  board  of  armed  traniports  or  old  Eaft- India  fliips,  and  fupported 
by  a  detachment  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes *s  imiadron,  would  be  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  The  ohje<5t  of  this  force 
Ihould  be  to  fecure  one  of  the  fmall  Luconiau  iflaads,  and  thcrt  proceed 
to  fome  healthy  ipot  in  New  Zealand,  in  order  to  eftablilh  me:ins  of  re* 
frefliment,  communicntion,  and  retreat.  From  New  Zealand  the  fqua- 
dron  fliould  fail  directly  to  South  America;  and  it  is  prcAimcd,  that 
there  is  not  one  place,  from  California  to  C;ipe  Horn,  cajMblc  cf  rcGtl- 
ing  fuchan  equipment,  if  p'operly  provided  and  pra^^erly  conducted. 

The  Fort  of  Callao,  or  fome  other  advantageous  poll,  fliould  be  fc- 
cured,  and  tcunsofindcpendeiTcc  offered  to  the  native  -Mexicans,  Peru- 
vians, and  Chilians. 

If  fach  a  lo.i^cment  was  eflcciw.'^  !t  is  evidc;:t  that  the  tn;dc  of  South 
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America  woul^  be  opened  to  our  Eaft-Indian  territories  •  if  it  were  doc 
dfcdcd,  •  Aill  the  blow  to  Spam  muil  be  fatal,  becaufe  ber  richell  pofief* 
fiots  would  be  alarmed,  their  commerce  and  remittances  interrupted, 
their  (liips  dcftroyed,  their  forts  dtmolifhed,  and  the  inhabitants  zocited 
to  revolt.  All  thcfe  tranfat^ions  may  take  place  in  the  couric  of  ocxt 
fummer  with  a  decree  of  precifion  unknown  in  other  climates;  and  an 
exprcfs  fent  from  Madras  to  England  when  the  equipment  fails,  wrouU 
enable  Government  to  arrange  a  co-operation  on  this  lide  of  South  Atnc- 
rica,  fo  as  to  dillra«fi  the  olferifive  exertions  of  the  Spanifh  Empire.  It 
will  he  faid  that  ftiips  of  war  cannot  be  fpared  from  this  country ;  but, 
not\rithftanding  the  relu(51ance  of  IMiniftcrs  to  fend  fhips  of  force  ^n  dif- 
tant  fcrvice,  the  Eaft-India  fleet,  which  is  to  fail  in  September  or  Octo- 
ber, can  hardly  be  fafe  without  a  convoy,  and  that  convoy  will  be  fufli- 
cient  to  carry  out  the  troops,  and  to  replace  the  detachment  frona  Sir 
Edward  Huc^hcs*s  fquadron,  which  may  be  rieccflary  for  the  expedition. 

If  this  plan  is  adopted  by  Government,  an  arrangement  (hould  be 
made  with  the  confidential  Dirc<ftors  of  the  Ead-India  Company,  aod 
orders  immediately  difpatchcdby  land  to  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Bengal 
—that  (liips,  flores,  and  feapoys  may  be  prepared  to  join  the  troops  to 
be  fent  from  Enj^land.  If  the  troops  fail  from  hence  in  September,  they 
may  arrive  at  Madras  nest  fpring  ;  and  in  four  months  riom  the  time 
the  Monfoons  permit  them  to  leave  India  they  may  reach  the  coaft  of 
South  America. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  Fullarton  and  Humberflon  will  undertake  to  aug- 
ment their  two  battalions  to  t,ooo  men  each,  or  to  a  greater  number  if 
required.  To  flicw  their  zeal  to  piomote  this  bufinefs,  they  will,  at 
their  own  riik,  and  by  the  afiiliancc  of  their  friends,  ifneceflary,  under-* 
take  to  furnifli  conveyance  for  fuch  part  of  the  troops  as  cannot  be  em- 
barked on  board  the  King's  fliips,  that  are  to  aft  as  convoy.  This  they 
\t\\i  do  on  fuch  terms  as  the  Comptroller  of  the*  Navy  (hall  determine. 

It  is  hoped  that  Government  will  appoint  fomc  perfon,  with  powers 
todirc6t  the  neceffary  preparations  for  this  bufinefs  ;  otherwife  the  fame 
delays,  the  fame  dithculties,  ai)d  the  fame  difnppointments,  will  eafoe, 
that  have  already  rendered  the  original  plan  abortive. 

(Signed) 


W.  FULIJVRTON. 
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ACCOUNT  of  Sums  advanced  by  Mr.  FULLARTON,  in  pre- 
paring  for  the  fecret  Expedition  in  17809  in  fo  far  as  he  hat 
been  able  to  procure  Vouchers  for  the  fame. 

178$.  r    '•    < 

July  9.    To  paid  Mcflrs.  Hallidays,  Duntzc,  and 

Company,  the  balance  of  my  accept- 
ance to  them,  being  i,20ol.  in  full  of 
the  principal  fum,  and  423!.  as  toe  in- 
terefl  due  thereon  till  this  date,  as  per 
draft  retired  for  —  —     1623     o    O 

The  orlgirial  fum  due  by  the  bill  was 
3000I.  but  i,8ooU  was  recovered  after 
che  failure  of  the  expedition,  by  felting 
the  ihip  Northington  to  certain  owners, 
who  engaged  to  fit  that  vclTcl  out,  and 
employ  it  in  the  £a(l-Indla  Company's 
fervice,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
V09  I.  Frafer,  on  the  exprefs  condition  of  Mr. 

'  Fullarton's  (landing  a  fl)are,  which 
.  amounted  to  fomewhat  more  than  1200I. 
High  infurances,  long  detention,  and 
other  circumftanccSt  rendered  this  a 
very  lofmg  concern  ;  but  no  more  is 
charged  or  flared  than  the  ncct  amount 
paid  to  Melfrs.  Hallidays  and  Company, 
befjdcs  proviuing  for  Captain  Frafer, 
who  had  been  long  detained  to  command 
the  expedition.  This  tranfadtion  re- 
lieved Mr.  FuUarton  from  having  occa- 
iion  to  charge  Government  with  the 
very  heavy  expenccs  which  would  havt 
been  incurred,  if  fo  large  a  fliip  had  re- 
mained any  longer  upon  his  hands  by 
orders  of  the  Cabinet  Minillers. 

Kovember  i«    To  paid  Meifrs.  Parkers  and  Co.  Kilmar- 
nock, for  6000  pair  (hoes,  at  4s*  per 
No.  2*         pair,  package,  freight,  wharfage,  &c* 
i,25(;l.,    with  3fol.  intered,    &c.  to 
this  date,  per  draft  for  '   ■         1$^$   -^    ^ 

This  charge  is  vouched  by  receipt 
from  Parkers  and  Co.  ^ 

No.  3«      To  paid  Mr*  Blanket,  for  docking  and 

repairing  the  fill p  Northingt-.m,  for  the 
proposed  expedition,  including  other 
tradclm?n'>  bills,  as  vouched  by  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Simon  Frafer  —      776    O    f 

The  amount  charged  by  Bhinket,  &c. 
was  988K,  but  no  mare  was  paid  him 
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than  776U .  Thcfc  charges  had  no  con-      j^»     '•    ^ 
cern  with  the  ezpence  laid  out  on  the 
JOiip  after  it  was  traosferred  to  the  Com- 
pany'siervice. 

No.  4«      To  paid  Phillips,  Simpfbn,  and  Compa- 
ny, for'lors  on  beer  and  caiks  purchafed 
fcom  them,  and  returned  on  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  ;  vouched  by  account 
,  of  Phillips,  *Simpibn,  and  Co.,  and  by 

a  certified  extract  from  their  books    —      671     o     o 
No.  $•     To  the  lofg  on  a  (hare  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
pilvateer,  vouched  by  bill  of  (ale  and 
letter  from  Captain  Klllick  —       'SS      o     ^ 

No.  6.  To  the  demurrage  on  the  Trimmers  pri- 
vateers at  Falmouth,  during  tiddly 5, 
and^  the  confequent  exprnces  anting 
from  ord.ers  to  hold  thefe  Ihips  in  rca- 
dinefs  for  the  expedition  •—     3  too    o     o 

This  charge  is  voiiched  by  a  (late- 
ment  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late 
Mr.  Mayne.     A  reference  will  be  made 
to    the  books    and    ailignees    of  Mr. 
]VTayne,  if  required  ;  but  the  abfence 
of  the  gentlemen  entru  (led  with  thefe 
b<.%»ks  has  hitherto  prevented  Mr.  FuU 
larton  from  having  rccourfe  to  them. 
No.  7.      To  paid  Mr.  Jover,  for  thirty  rifles  fur- 
niDied  for, the  expedition,  vouched  by 
Mr,  Jover's  receipt  153     00 

As  thefe  articles  could  neither  be  re- 
turned nor  difpoff  d  of,  they  were  car- 
ried out  with  the  regiment,  and  after- 
wards entirely  damaged,  during  the 
monfoon,  in  the  Company's  flore  cel- 
lars at  Foit  St.  George, 
• 

No.  8.  To  pp^d  Mr(rrfi.  Bifshopp  and  Brummelly 
on  account  of  bills  paid  for  articles  fur- 
nished for  the  expedition  ;  vouched  by 
certificate  from  Mr.  Bownas,  chief 
Clerk  and  Book-keeper  to  MefTrs.  Bifs- 
hopp and  Brummell  ■  ^'^7     o    o 

No.  9.  To  paid  Mcili-s.  Bifshopp  and  Brummelly 
the  lofs  on  railing  the  firll  five  compa* 
nies  of  the  98th  regiment;  vouched 
and  certified  as  the  preceding  charge  3100  o  o 
No*  10.  To  paid  MeilVs.  Mayne  and  Graham,  the 
lofs  on  raiiinr  the  lad  five  companies, 
or  augmentation  of  the  98th  regiment, 
ordered  after  the  expedition  in  the  firft  ^ 
form  was  laid  aOde,  and  when  it  was 
intended  by  Government,  to  be  fent  to  * 

South  America  by  the  way  of  India— 
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in  confequence  of  which  the  qScIi  and  £.  4*  d» 
lootb  regtments  were  augmented,  cop- 
pered tranfports  were  prepared,  various 
arrangements  made,  and  orders  for  pre* 
pararion  actually  tranfmitted  to  India  ; 
vouched  by  account  current  of  Meflin* 
Mayne  and  Graham  — *  —    1049    ^    ^ 

Amount  of  Principal     —        13320    o    o 

To  intereft  on  that  principal 

fum,  from  ift  Jan.   1781 

till   xfl  Jan.  17^4,  being 

13  years,'at 6661.  per  ann. 4^.8658     o    o 

Dedudt  the  fums  paid  toMeflrs, 

Haltidays  and  Company, 

and  MeiTrf.  Parkers  and 

Company,  on  account  of 

intereft  over  and  above  the 

principal  fum  due  to  them, 

placed  te  Colonel  Fullar- 

ton's  credit  in  the  above 

article        733    o    • 

— -  7925    o    0 

Total  amount  now  claimed  by  Mr.  Fulhrton      2 1 245    o    o 


With  refpert  to  the  two  charges  in  the  preceding  account,  the  one  for 
5,  tool,  paid  to  Bifshopp  and  Brummell,  and  the  other  for  1,0491.  paid  to 
Mayne  and  Graham,  Mr,  Fullarton  conceives,  that  if  the  terms  on  which 
he  engaged  to  ratfe  the  regiment  had  been  fulfilled  by  Government,  he 
ivould  have  had  no  claim  whatever  to  any  indemnification  for  expences 
incurred  in  completing  the  corps.  But,  as  every  thing  undertaken  on 
his  part  was  pointedly  performed,  and  as  he  renounced  a  very  eligible 
iltuation  in  the  diplomatic  ferViee,  in  order  to  engage  in  the  expeditioa 
to  South  America,  he  humbly  fuggefts,  that  the  failure  of  engagement, 
which  the  ftate  of  public  affiiirs  occafioned  on  the  part  of  Government,  en* 
titles  him,  if  not  to  fuch  a  diplomatic  iituation  as  he  relinquifhed,  or  to 
the  rank  in  the  army  which  has  been  withheld  from  him  alone,  and  con* 
firmed  to  every  other  officer  whoever  raifed  a  regular  corps,  at  lead  to 
an  indemnification  for  the  expences  occafioned  by  the  vtvy  peculiar  cir- 
cum  fiances  under  which  the  98th  regiment  was  completed ;  efpecially 
as  other  corps,  raifed  without  any  fiipulations  whatever  on  the  part  of 
Government,  and  not  refiridted  in  point  of  time,  received  three  gui- 
neas bounty  per  man. 

'  For  the  unufual  difpatch  with  which  the  regiment  was  raifed,  and 
the  very  favourable  reports  made  of  it  by  the  reviewing  Geoeral8» 
Mr.  Fullarton  hep  l^ave  to  refer  to  the  tefiimony  of  Lord  Amherft, 
then  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  Lord  Hawkefl>uryi  then  at  the  head 
oC  the  War  Department, 

W.  FULLARTOK. 
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A  Copy  of  the  REPORT  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Army  Ac- 
counts, relative  to  a  fum  of  15^750!.  paid  to  Colonel  WIL- 
LIAM FULLARTON,  in  re.  pay ment  of  the  fums  diiburicd 
by  him  in  1 780,  in  raifing  a  corps  of  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
other  (ervices,  relative  to  a  fccret  expedition,  as  mendooed  in 
the  account  of  the  army  QXtraordinaries. 

My  Lords,  Comftr^Jhrt  Office^  lytJk  Mey  1794. 

YOUR  l4ordQiips*  commands^  iignified  by  Mr*  Long's  lettcifof  14111 
Auguft  i793>  were  duly  received  at  this  office:  Wherein  Mr.  Lon^ 
tranfmitted  a  memorial  of  Colonel  William  FuUarton,  praying  payment 
t>f  fundry  fums  difturfed  by  him  for  the  public  fervice  in  the  year  17809 
amounting,  with  intered  thereon,  to  21,2451. :  And  fignified  your  Lord* 
ihips'  diredions  to  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts,  to  take  the  ikmr 
into  their  confideration,  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon. 

The  Comptrollers,  not  being  folicited  by  Colonel  FuUarton  to  the 
confideration  of  this  bufinefs  until  the  3d  of  C5<^ober  following,  aod  being 
unable  to  enter  into  the  inveiligation  of  his  claims  without  fundry  pa« 
ners,  which  did  not  accompany  the  memorial,  they,  on  the  8th  of  Odo- 
b^r,  acquainted  him  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  as  (bon  as  the 
vouchers  ^ere  furniflied— and  m  this  iituation  the  buiinefs  refied  till  the 
3d  of  February  Inil,  when  Mr.  FuUarton,  in  a  letter  of  that  date,  tran^ 
mitted  fundry  papers  in  fupportof  his  claims^  and  afterwards  attended 
us  perfonally  on  the  fubjedt  of  them. 

Having  taken  into  our  confideration  as  well  the  papers  referred  item 
your  LordQiips'  Board,  as  thofe  received  from  Mr  .Fullarron  :  And  hav- 
ing had  feveral  interviews  with  the  memorialifl,  and  received  anflvers  to 
fundry  queries  which  we  found  it  ncccflary  to  make,  together  with  fomc 
additional  documents ,  and  at  length  having  before  us  what  Mr.  Fullartoo 
informs  us,  "  completes  all  which  it  will  ever  be  in  his  power  to  obtain,'* 
We  now  report  to  your  Lordrtiips  on  the  whole  matter,  as  follows : 

Mr.  FuUarton,  in  the  memorial  by  whiph  he  has  now  brought  forward 
this bufinefs  ;  andalfo  in  a  memorial  referred  to  therein,  w^hich  was ad» 
drelTed  by  him  to  His  Majcfty's  Cabinet  Miniftcrs  in  1787  ;  flates,  that 
a  fecret  expedition  being  intended  againft  the  Span i(h  fettlements  in  South 
America,  a  propofition  was,  on  28th  January  1780,  made  by  him  to 
His  Majefty's  then  Minifters,  by  which  Mr.  FuUarton  and  his  aflbciatei 
agreed  to  raifc  a  corps  of  1200  men,  at  their  own  expence,  under  certain 
conditions  with  regard  to  rank  of  officers  and  fiibfiftence  of  men — tocon- 
vey  this  corps  to  fuch  place  as  Government  fhould  direft — to  fumifti  cer- 
tain veflels — and  to  fupply  ftorrs,  ordnance,  and  provifion,  except  can* 
non,  for  their  three  largcft  fhips — upon  condition  of  their  receiving 
39,0001.  at  certain  llated  periods ;  and  upon  fome  flipulated  regulatioot 
tor  the  payment  of  the  ft-amcn,  and  for  the  diftribution  of  prize  money, 
&c — that  this  propolition  was  accepted  by  the  Cabinet  on.agth  January 
1780';  and  that  he  received  dire^ions  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it 
with  all  difpatch.  That  the  conditions  were  performed  on  his  pan  by 
rai6ng  the  98th  regiment,  and  by  purchafing  velTcls,  (lores,  &c. ;  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  incurred  fundry  expcnces,  which,  with  intereft 
thereon  to  this"  time,  anu>unt  to  the  fum  prayed  for  in  the  memorial.— 
That  difficulties  ariling  from  what  department  the  money  was  to  be  fui» 
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BiCheci,  and  the  expedition  being  laid  afide,  no  part  of  the  terms  were 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Government;  and  he  afllires  us,  in  his  anfwers  to 
our  c^ueries,  that  he  has  neither  diredly  or  indirectly  ever  received  any 
fum  or  Turns  of  money  towards  the  expenccs  he  incurred,  but  has  di^* 
l>urred  the  whole  out  of  his  private  fortune.  ^ 

In  fupport  of  thefe  allegations,  .Mr.  Fullarton  does  not  produce  any 

orig^inal  documents,  exiding  at  the  time  thefe  tranfadions  were  carrying^ 

on. — A  copy  of  a  paper,  intituled,  **  Propofition  delivered  to  Lord  North, 

on   afith  January  1780.*' — ^Of  another  paper,  intituled  "  The  fubftancc 

€%€  a  converfation  betwixt  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  on  the  30ih 

JstBuary  1780 ;" — and  an  extract  of  a  letter  addrefled  to  Lord  North,  and 

dated  2d  November  1 780 ;  are  the  only  papers  exhibited  in  fupport  of 

this  part  of  the  memorials,  which,  by  their  dates,  purport  to  haveexided 

at   the  time :  But  Mr,  Fullarton,  in  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  thefe 

papers,  and  of  the  circumdances  therein  fet  forth,  tranfmits  the  follow* 

ing  original  letters,  which  appear  to  have  been  obtained  in  order  to  juftify 

the  allegations  of  the  memorial  addreiTed  to  His  Majefly's  Cabinet  Mini* 

Hers  in  1787,  and  which,  though  dated  fo  long  after  the  tranfa^^ion  as 

ill  1787  and  X788,   verify   the  circumHances  ilated  in  thofe  copies; 

Vi*. 

I  ft.  A  letter  from  Lord  North  to  Mr.  Brummcll,  his  private  Secre* 
tary,  dated  13th  July  1788  •  which  mentions — That  an  expedition  yaa 
projc^ed  in  the  manner  dated  by  Mr.  Fullarton — That  it  was  approved 
by  the  Cabinet — That  fuch  approbation  was  lignificd  to  Mr.  Fullarton-^ 
That  the  expedition  was  laid  alide;  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  with  his  regi*- 
ment,  employed  upon  another  fervice — That  when  the  expedition  was 
laid  aiide,  Mr.  Fullarton  could  not  have  been  rc-imburfed  for  the  fumt 
lie  had  advanced  in  the  preparation — and.  That  he  feemed  to  Lord  North 
to  have  a  very  equitable  claim  to  repayment. 

ad.  A  letter  from  Lord  Stormonr,  dated  i$th  January  1788-— which 
fbtes  his  perfect  remembrance  of  the  propofitioa  being  difcuded  and  ap« 
proved  in  Cabinet,  and  a  minute  taken  upon  it,  copy  which  was  delivered 
to  His  Majedy. 

3d.  A  note  from  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Comptroller  of  the  navy, 
ited  ift  May  1787,  which  c      "*  '       ^ '  ^'  ' 

30,000!.  by  the  Navy  Board. 


dated  id  May  1787,  which  certiiies  to  the  obje6tions  to  the  advancing 
*  e  Navy  '^ 


In  addition  to  thefe  original  letters,  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  his  anfwers  to 
our  queries,  dates  his  confidence  that  your  Lorddiips  are  pert'ed^Iy 
(atisdcd  that  the  authority  under  which  this  budnefs  was  undertaken 
axided. 

From  a  conddeVation  of  all  which  tedimonies  taken  together,  we  are 
of  opinion,  Mr.  Fullarton  has  cftablidicd  the  authority  under  which  he 
incurred  the  expences  of  which  be  prays  the  payment ;  and  that  he  has 
Botyet  been  re-imburfcd. 

The  fevcral  articles  of  expencc  incurred  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  as  dated 
in  the  account  annexed  to  his  memorials,  are  as  follows ;  upon  which 
we  ftiall  take  leave  to  report  iingly  ;  fettlng  forth  in  ivhat  manner  they 
are  fopported  by  documents,  which  are  declared  by  the  memorialid  '^  to 
be  all  which  it  wilt  ever  be  in  his  po^ver  to  obtain ;"  referring  to  the  ac- 
•ount  itfelf  for  the  articles  more  in  detail. 
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N®  i. — 17^5»  July*  <Jth  paid  Mcffrg. 
Halliday,  Uuntze,  and  Co.  Balance 
of  my  acceptance  to  them,  -  •  -  -  - 
iy20ol. — and  42  3K  intereft. 

The  paper  produced  ih  fupport  of  this  article,  is  an  accouitc  cur- 
rent of  Coloael  FuUarton,  with  the  firm  of  HalHdayt  Duntzct  and  Co. 
wherein  a  grots  fiim  of  31O00I.,  and  two  fmall  fums,  amounting  together 
to  13/*  14/.  8/  with  4a  3A  10/.  3^.  for  interef^>  are  charged  to  the  defaif 
of  Colonel  Fullarton,  and  a  I'um  of  i,8ool.  earned  to  hu  credit ;  roakiiir 
a  balance  dge  to  Halliday  and  Co.  of  1,623!.  los.  3d.  the  money  daimed 
under  this  head  ;  Which  fum,  by  a  leparate  receipt,  dated  J9th  July  1785^ 
is  acknowledged  to  have  **  been  received  of  Colonel  FuUarton  *'  in  foil 
for  the  balance  of  his  note  for  3,000!.,  dated  May  7780,  declared  mnd 
nnderftood  to  have  been  granted  upon  the  faith  and  expnefs  declara- 
tion of  the  Mini (ler,  that  it  (hould  be  paid  by  the  Treafury,  for  par- 
pofes  of  public  fervice  then  in  agitation.'* 

As  this  paper  is  a  mere  caih  account  between  Mr,  Fullarton  aad 
MeiTrs.  Halliday  and  Co.  witliout  any  flatement  of  fervices  to  which 
the  money  was  applied,  except  in  two  fmall  items,  or  any  apparent 
connexion  with  the  expedition,  except  what  is  mentioned  in  the  (e- 
parate  receipt,  we  (houid  determine  it  to  be  inc6mpetent  to  fubilaa- 
tiate  any  claim  againft  the  Public  :  But  as  the  credit  of  i,8'X>K  is 
declared  bv  Mr.  Fullarton  to  be  the  money  received  for  the  (hip  North- 
ington,  wfien  re-fold — And  as  it  appears  by  other  papers  that  the  btlt  of 
fale  of  this  (hip 'to  CoKmel  Fullurton  was  dated  27th  November  178Q9 
and  her  prime  cod  i,8ool.,  and  that  (lie  was  re-fold  on  26th  February  1781 
—  We  arc  of  opinion  that  there  may  be  allowed,  under  this  aniele,  intc- 
reftoii  the  faid  fumof  i,8ool.  from  the  27th  November  1780,  when  the 
ihip  Northington  was  bought,  to  26th  February  1781,  when  the  money 
was  returned  by  the  re-fale  uf  her;  amounting  to  2  2]«  lOs.— and  aa  the 
following  fums  in  the  account  current  may  be  fuppofed  to  rebte  to  the 
^famc  (hip,  viz. 

Mr. Ifaac  Grant's  bill  for  regiftering  —  jf.  9  17  it 

Mr«  Prew'^  bill  for  law  charges  ■  3  16    9 

13  14    S 


We  are  of  opinion  that  thofe  fums  may  alfo  be  allowed :  And  if  your 
I^orddiips  fliould  concur  in  thefe  allowances,  it  may  be  reafonabfe  to  add 
the  intere(t  on  the  former  from  26th  February  1 781^  and  on  the  latter  fums 
trom  5th  July  1785.  With  regard  to  any  other  part  of  the  >babnce  of 
this  account,  we  conceive  there  is  no  ground  for  adtnittiog  it  as  a  cbim 
againil  the  Public:  For  although  the  feparatc  receipt  ftatcs  that  the  money 
was  underrtood  to  be  advanced  for  purpol'es  of  public  fervice,  there  is  no- 
thing appears  on  the  face  of  the  account  to  (licw  it  w»s  fo  applied  ;  and 
even  admitting  what  is  aliedged  by  Mr.  Fullarton  in  his  corrcfpondcncc 
with  us,  *'that  every  part  of  this  fum  was  dt(burred  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Public,  and  on  no  other  account,"  we  may  rcafonably  conje&ure,  as  no 
other  fervice  is  mentioned,  that  it  was  applied  to  fatisfy  fome  other  of  the 
articles  of  which  the  meraorialift  claims  rc-imburfcment* 

K"  2.— Paid  Meflieurs  Parkers,  for 
6^000  pairs  of  £hoea  •  -  -  Jy^6yU 
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The  purchafe  of  thcfc  (hoes  is  Touched  by  the  bill  of  parcels,  dated 
T^arch  1780,  and  the  payment  by  receipt  of  McfTrs.  Parker  and  Co* 
dated  id  November  1785,  for  1,565!.,  including  279I.  lis.  ibr  intereft^ 
from  ift  April  1781  ro  13th  September  17S5, 

The  Comptrollers  having  called  upon  Mr.  Fullarton  to  deliver  in  an 

account  of  the  re-fale  or  other  difpofal  ot  ihefe  (hoc*,  have  been  ac- 

<|uainttd  in  reply,  that  when  the  fliocs  arrived  in  London  they  were  put 

into  warehoiife,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mayne ;  and  were  left  in 

charge  of  that  gciulcman  when  Colonel  Fuilai  ton  "embarked  with  the 

regiment  for  foreign  fervice — That  no  trace  has  been  found  in  any  of 

Mr.  Maync'i  boaks  or  papers  refpet^ing  this  bufincfs — nor  has  Mr. 

PuUarcon,  noiwithdanding  his  utmoll  endeavours,  been  able  to  procure 

any  intelligence  upon  the  fubjcdt — and  that  he  is  ready  to  make  oath 

that  he  never  received  any  rc-imburfement  whatever  for  the  value  of 

them.  , 

If  your  Lordfhips  (hall  be  fatisfied  with  the  abv)vc  account  of  the   • 
lofs  of  thefe  ihoes,    the  original  purchafe  and  payment  are   well  au- 
thenticated, and  the  fum  mentioned  in  this  article  will  be  due  to  Mr« 
Fullarton,  with  interefl  from  13th  September  3785. 

« 

N®  3.— Rcpain  of  the  (hip 
Northington  -  -  -  776I. 

This  article  is  fupportcd  by  an  account  current  between  Mr.  Ful« 
larton  and  Mr.  Simon  Frafer,  wherein  the  former  is  charged  with 
fundry  items  of  ca(h  paid  by  Mr.  Frafer  on  account  of  the  (liip  No.th-  - 
ington,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  776I.  2s.  2d. — We  have  called  for 
the  feveral' bills  of  parcels  for  thefe  items,  not  only  as  neceifary  to 
verify  the  charges,  but  as  the  dates  of  payment  inferted  in  the  account 
current  are  from  July  1781  to  9th  January  1782,  fome  time  poderior 
to  the  re-fale  of  the  iliip,  which  was  on  26th  February  1781  ;  we 
thought  it  ^Toper  to  have  them  produced,  in  order  to  afcertain  that 
the  repairs  were  for  the  (hip  Northington  p<ior  to  the  re  falc  of  her; 
and  not  for  the  Oiip  after  being  transferred  to  another  fervice.— 'Mr. 
Fullarton  however  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  thefe  bills  for  our  in- 
ipe6tion ;  but  has  exhibited  a  certified  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mayne 
to  Mr.  Frafer,  dated  28th  June  1781,  which  we  are  of  opinion  may 
be  admitted  as  proof  that  the  repairs  in  queilion  were  for  the  lliip 
Northington  while  intended  for  the  expedition. 

If  the  allowance  of  this  article  (liould  be  concurred  in  by  your  Lord* 
ihipSf  we  beg  leave  to  remark  that  upwards  of  6ool.  thereof  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  paid  till  9th  January  1782,  and  the  account  current 
was  not  fettled,  and  the  balance  thereon  paid  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  rill  19th 
April  1785,  and  without  any  charge  by  Mr.  Frafer  for  intereft ;  and 
therefore  we  fubmit  that  there  is  no  ground  for  an  allowance  of  intercft 
thereon  farther  back  than  X9th  April  1 785. 

N*  4. — Paid  Phillips,  Simpfon,  and  Co. 
for  lofs  on  beer  and  caiks,  -  •  -  bjil. 

The  paper  exhibited  in  fupport  of  this  article  is  dated  r9th  June  '795, 
and  certified  by  the  lignature  of  W.  Parnell  to  be  *^  an  exai6t  account, 
taken  from  the  books  of  MelTrs.  Phillips  and  Simpfon  ;"  by  which  it  is 
itaccd  that  Colonel  Fullarton  has  fultaiaed  a  lofs  of  672L  3s.  8d« 
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Upon  invcftigjition  of  this  paper,  wc  arc,  however,  of  epiniop,  that 
it  does  not  fubftantiate  a  lofs  of  more  than  2  2i.  35.  6 J.  which  lois  arofe 
by  the  purchafe  of  700  calks,  and  the  labfcquent  falc  of  500  of  them. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Fullarton  bought  of  Mcflrs.  Phillips  and  Co.  2-0 
liogfhcads  of  beer,  which  beer  was  delivered  by  his  order  to  MciTrs.  Green 
and  Wiggins,  Brewers,  at  Weftminfter,  in  200  calks,  the  whole  at  the 
fame  price  as  Colonel  Fullarton  is  charged  by  Phillips  and  Co.  for  the 
beer  alone.  And  the  value  of  thcfc  aco  hogfheads  of  beer,  with  the  caflts 
fo  delivered  to  Mcffrs.  Green  and  Co.  not  b -ing  brought  to  the  credit  of 
ehc  Public  in  any  fhapr,  occdiions  the  difference  between  the  claim  maudc 
under  this  article  and  the  fum  of  222I.  3s.  6d.  before  mentioned. 

Mr,  Parnell,  in  a  fubfcqucnt  letter  to  Mr.  Fullarton,  has  ftated  thi» 
tranfat^ion  in  a  different  manner ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  expUoatioa  o£ 
this  article,  declares  that  ke  never  received,  directly  nor  indiretFtly,  aajr 
fum  or  fums  of  money  for  the  200  hogfheads  of  beer ;  and  that  he  i* 
ready  to  make  oath  that  he  fuflained  a  lofs  of  the  whole  fum  claimed  im 
this  article.  ^ 

We  mud  therefore  take  leave  to  fubmit  this  matter  for  your  Lordflitps 
ijetcrmi nation  ;  obfcrving,  that  as  a  fum  of  monev  appears  upon  Mr. 
Parnell's  copy  of  the  account  to  have  been  received  by  Mcffrs.  Phillipf 
and  Co.  from  Mr.  Fullarton  in  the  year  1780,  the  claim  for  intcrcftmay 
be  calculated  upon  whatever  fum  (hall  be  allowed  from  ill  January  1781, 
the  period  mentioned  by  the  memorialiil. 

N^  5.— Lofs  on  a  fhare  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  privateer  -  -  -  155I. 

By  the  original  bill  of  falc  produced  to  us  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  it  appears 
that  on  the  1 7th  December  1 779  he  purchafcd,  for  the  fum  of  i  C5I.,  one 
twentieth  (hare  of  the  privateer  Golden  Eagle  ;  and  by  a  letter  from  Ro- 
bert Killick,  the  Commander  at  the  time  of  the  purchafe,  dated  21  ft  June 
1793,  it  appears  that  flic  was  taken  by  an  American  a  few  we^ks  alter  (he 
failed.  Mr.  Fullarton  flaies  in  his  memorial  of  17S7,  that  **he  took  a 
iliare  in  this  privateer  to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  undeitaking ; 
but  that  the  fliip,  on  her  return  to  England  for  the  purpofe,  became  a 
capture  to  the  enemy.** 

in  refpe6t  to  this  lofs,  we  fubmit  to  your  Lord fliips  our  opinion,  that 
there  is  not  fufRcicnt  ground  for  admitting  it  as  a  claim  againft  the  Pub- 
lic :  For,  although  Mr.  Fullarton  lUtct  that  he  took  a  (hare  in  this  pri- 
vateer to  induce  the  owners  to  engage  in  the  expedition,  it  appears  by 
Captain  Killick's  letter,  that  flie  was  fitted  out  for  a  cruize  after  Mr.  Ful- 
larton's  purchafe,  gnd  was  taken  a  few  weeks  after  flic  failed-:  It  might 
therefore  haved  proved  a  lucrative  fpeculation  to  Mr.  Fullarton  ;  and  as 
the  Public  in  that  cafe  would  have  had  no  preteniion  to  the  gain,  they 
ought  not,  as  we  conceive,  to  be  burdened  with  the  lofs* 

No.  6. — Demurrage  on  the  Trimmers 
Privateers      —     £'3j^<^* 

On  this  head  Mr.  Fullarton,  in  his  memorial  of  1787,  dates,  that 
^*  The  Grand  Trimmer  and  Little  Trimmer  privateers  were  completely 
manned,  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  fervice."  In  a  letter  dated  19th 
May  1780,  unligncd,  and  without  addrcfs,  but  certified  to  be  the  hsuid 
writing  of  Mr.  Robert  Mayne,  and  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fullarton  in  fup- 
port  of  this  article;  Mr.  Mayne  ilatcs,  that   **  it  is  impoifible  to  girC| 
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with  mtrttuiar,  all  the  expences  incurred  on  the  Grand  Ttrimm'er  and  the 
rimmclrbr  th^tr  detention  for  the  propofed  expeditieny  which  has  pc* 
klioiwd  dirburiements  to  the  owners  of  frrcat  magnitude;'*  which  he 
umcrotes  in  general,  'and  makes  them  amonnt  to  3  looh  viz* 

GRAND    TRIMMER*  '     ^ 

Advance  money  paid  166  men,  at  7  guineas          £*^^7^  o  o 
Provifions  for  ditto,  for  120  days,  during  her  de- 

ceniioa,  at  9d.  per  day  per  man               ~              730  o  o 

IknuuaAg€f  wear  and  tear            •-*-               -^      ..  560  o  o 


^500    o    o 


THE  TEIMMSa. 

Advance  money  to  the  ctirw  >    m  366    o    Q 

Demurrage,  wear  and  rear,  and  maintenance  of  the 
crcw^  for  1  months  —7-  —        ^40    o    o 


3100    o    o 

And  by  another  paper  exhibited,  and  figned  Henry  Smedley  and- John 

Shelly  (who,  Mr.  Fullarton  informs  us,  were  fucccllively  Commanders 

of  the  Grand  Trimmer)  and  dated  7th  March  1 794,  thole  Commandert 

certify  thitthe  faid  eflimate  is  Inodcrate. 

The  abovp  are  the  only  documents  produced  fn  fupport  of  this  article. 
Alloyving  a  Credit  to  thcmx  equal  to  more  regular  vouchers,  it  may  be 
in^rrcd  from  what  they  ftate,  that  the  privateers  in  queftion  were  de- 
rained  for  120  days  for  the  propofed  expedition — ^That  a  general  efti. 
mate  of  the  difhurfement  of  the  owners  on  this  account  amounted  to 
3,iool.  and  that  this  ellSmate  was  moders^re.  There  is  no  proof  or  even 
intimation  whatever  in  thofe  papers  that  Mr.  Fullarton  was  a  part  owner, 
or  that  he  paid  tbe  money  to  the  owners ;  it  might  be  a  fpeculationan 
the  owners  of  thcfe  pri^teers,  as  well  as  of  Mr,  Fullarton  himfelf,  td 
engage  them  in  the  expedition  then  in  contemplation:  We  therefore 
thought  it  our  duty  to  call  on  Mr.  Fullarton  to  produce  fome  receipt^or 
^rouchtrs,  to  afcertain  that  this  money  was  a£lually  paid  by  him  on*ac« 
count  of  this  fervtce  :  In  reply  to  which,  Colonel  Fullarton  acquaints 
tts,  that  he  has  no  receipts  for  the  fums  for  demurrage  of  the  TrimmerSi 
that  expence  hdiving  been  difburfed  by  Mr.  Mayne,  who  charged  Co- 
loael  Fullarton  in  account  therewith  ;  but  this  account  alfo  is  not  ex* 
hibited.  Such  being  the  grounds  upon  which  this  claim  Is  fupported, 
we  mud  leave  it  to  Tour  Lordfbips'  determination,  with  this  obfervation^ 
That  if  your  Lordfliips  (liall  be  of  opinion  to  allow  this  fum  on  the 
above-dated  evidence,  as  having  been  a^ually  difburfed  at  the  time  by 
Mr.  Fulkrton,  it  may  be  reafonablc  to  add  the  intereft  thereto,  from  li 
January  1781* 

No.  7. — Paid  Mr.  Jover,  for  30 
Rifles      —     >C*'S3- 

The  purchafe  of  thefe  rifles  is  fupporttd  by  the  bill  of  -parcels,  with 
a  difcbarge  at  the  foot  of  it.  And  in  a  letter  from  Captain  P.  Drum« 
mond,  late  Paymader  of  the  98th  regiment,  to  Mr.  FuHarton,  dated 
24th  February  1794;  hfi  dates  his  recoUe^on  that  the  rifles  in  quefiion 
were  lodged  in  a  bomb  proof  at  Madras,  and  there  dedroyed  by  the  place 
being  filled  with  water  by  the  fcverity  6f  the  Monibons  in  1782,  and 
1785. 

V©L.  XLL  4Y 
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Wc  muft,  however,  obfcrvc,  that  the  bill  of  parcels  being  dated  %tA 
February  1781,  affords,  reafon  to  doubt  whether  thcfe  riflct  were  pur- 
chafed  for  the  fccrct  expedition,  it  having  been  laid  afide  before  chat 
^te :  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  this  claim  cannot  be  admitted. 

No.  8. — Sundries  fumilhedfor  the  ^Sth 
Regiment      —      ^.1,127. 

Mr*  Fullarton  has  exhibited,  in  fupport  of  this  claim,  a  btlt  of  parcclt^ 
dated  Januarv  1781,  flating  Cobnel  Fullarton  debtor  to  Samud  *^  — 
nant  for  funary  articles,  amounting  to  i^iayl.  is.  td.  with  a 

at  the  bottom,  ilating  that  the  faid  articles  were  for  the  98th    _^ , 

were  extra  articles,  and  were  paid  for  by  the  Colonel  for  the  intended 
fervice  for  which  that  regiment  was  particularly  laifed  t  which  eerdfr- 
care  is  figned  by  J.  Dubcrley,  affignee  to  Samuel  Remnant's  eflate. 

We  are  fatisiied  from  the  above  voucher,  that  the  fevcral  articles 
therein  mentioned  were  funplied  for  the  08th  regiment,  asdjpaid  fv  hy 
Mr.  Fullarton ;  but  the  date  of  the  bill  of  parcels  being  in  Jannaij, 
i  781,  affords  realbn  to  doubt  whether  this  expence  was  any  wajrt  cosi- 
ne6ted  with  the  fecret  expedition^  for  which  Mr.  Fulbrton  origiDan^ 
agreed  to  raife  the  regiment,  which  expeditioiki  was  at  thitt  time  hid 
afide.  The  articles  feem  rather  to  be  intended  for  Softs  fat  ^e  r^- 
ment  previous  to  their  embarkation  for  the  Eaft  Indies;  and  many  of 
them  are  of  a  nature  ufuallv  (iipplied  to  foldiers,  and  the  value  ^fjloflrfl 
from  their  pay*  We  are  therefore  of  opinioa  thia  chum  cannot  bt  ad^ 
jnitced. 

N9.  9. — Lofs  00  raifing  thefirft  5  Companiet 
of  the  98th  Regiment       if -St  too* 

No.  lOi — ^Lois  on  xaifing  the  laft  j  QnnpaiMea 
of  the  98thjxgiment       ^»^049. 

By  a  certificate  from  the  fate  William  BnimmeH*  Efq«  Agent  to  dN 
late  96th  regiment,  dated  7th  March  1794,  it  appears,  ^  t£kt  dte  bn- 
lancc  of  Cvilonel  Futlarton's  recruiting  account  for  nufing  the  fiiik  fire 
companies  of  the  98th  regiment,  was  j»io5l«  After  iMytog  the  expenocay 
and  giving  credit  for  the  money  received  for  commiffioni,  &c.  That  ia 
was  raifed  without  any  levy  money  from  Government,  and  the  haUuicc 
paid  by  the  Colonel  out  of  his  own  pocket/*  And  to  fupport  the  cbdna 
tor  railing  the  lad  five  companiea  an  account  current  it  exhibited,  ioti- 
tulcdy  **  Debtor-^ William  Fullarton  in  regimental  account,  with  Meflrf«. 
May  lie  and  Graham  Creditors,"  wherein  Mr*  Fullarton  ia  debited  with 
fundry  grofs  fums,  amounting,  with  two  items,  for  intereft  to  3ifl  Dfr. 
cember  1781,  to  the  fitm  of  6,1171.  3s.  6d.  and  credited  with  certain 
fums  received  for  commiilioD,  &c.  &c.  amounting  to  S,o67l«  ios«  mak« 
ing  a  balance  due  from  Colonel  Fullarton  of  1,0491.  13s.  od.  This  ac« 
count  is  atteflcd  on  roth  May  1783,  errors  excepted,  by  the  figoatuie 
of  Nctl  Malcolni,  George  Graham,  and  Mark  Sprote,  fuppofed  to  be 
executors  to  Mayne  and  Graham,  and  is  the  only  document  produced 
to  fiibHannate  this  claim. 

Upon  thefc  two  cLdins  we  report  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  we  are  iii- 
lisfied,  from  Mr.  Brumraell's  certificate,  that  the  expence  of  raifing  the 
£rii  5  companiet  of  tho  9Bth  regiment  exceeded  the  fums  received  for 
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eommlffiooflf  &c.  bjr  f^tejt.  and  that  tYie  topy  of  McflW,  Mtyne  and 
C^raham,  regimental  account  wkh  Mr.  Fullarron,  althongh  a  teflimony 
far  inferior  to  the  other,  may,  at  this  diftanct  cf  time,  and  for  vvant  of 
^Mtter  evidence,  be  admitted  at  proof  that  the  extra  ex  pence  of  raiiing  the 
Imft  five  cofnpMTiefl,  amounted  fo  r,049L  i  tB.  6d.  in  both  4, 1 54I.  135. 6d. 
for  peimbarfement  of  whfCh  Mr*  Fullarton  appent  to  have  an  tqititable 
claiip  dn  the  Public;  tt  hein^  ftatcd  b}  him  that  thr  98th  rcgirr.ent  wat 
rmifed  wirfiout  any  allowance  for  levy  money.    The  intered  of  the  whole 

•  of  this  fufn  it  claimed  from  tft  Jan*jtiry  lyftiy  of  the  money  advanced  by 
Mayne  and  GrahaiDt  heiB»  inserted  in  ihv  account  current,  and  rohfe- 
<|u^iitly  in^ded  is  thebalance^  there  can  be  no  pretence  for  clniming 

*  incereft'Oothefam  of  i904<y].  jjs.'^d.  farther  back  than  ift  January 
1781, '*••-'    .     .         .'        .  -     I 

HJtfAtSgftptmtd  oor  optnioh  w^tbrefpe^lo  ihtereft  under  each  claim 
fetMrately,  it  jaunoeceflary  to  malce'  any  ob(er?sitidn9  on  Mr.  FulIarton% 
geo«tal-d)iifD  on  that  head,  inferted  atthe-^nd  Of  his  account,  atxd 
amounting  to  7}925l« 


HAViNis  Dourlaidi  before  your  Lordfhips  the : manner  J nwliich /the 
l^veral  claims  of  Mr.  Fullanon  are  fupported;-  and  our.  opinion  of  tha 
Vouchers  exhibited  to  ftipport  iAiera';  we  muft  take  leave  16  I'ubmit  the 
whole  to  your  Lord(hip»'  determination,  with  the  following  general  ob« 
lervations.  ,        ,.»/., 

If  Mr,  Fullartoft»s  pi'opolitJin^  of  ij2b  WaS  laid 'before  the  Cabinet 
Couocil  —  was'iiecepted,  sndiiinleri  given  to  him  to  proceed  therein, 
mod  afterwards  failed*  in  tl^^manner  we  are  given  to  underfVand  from 
tke  cppies.qf  psmers  annexed  to  his  memorial  of  17S7 — which  circum* 
Ibmces  wearecmieed  to  give  credit  to,  upon  con  fide  ring  the  original 
letters  from  Lord  K^orth,  Lord  Stormont^  and  Sir  Charles  Middleton ; 
^vc  which  your  Lordfliips  may  be  able  to  verify  from  fourceseven  more 
foiafiidDry^t  appears  that  Mr«  Fullarton  undertook  to  raife  the  98th 
regiment,  and  to  engage  in  an  intended  expedition,  upon  certain  terma 
and  conditions,  proraiiing  himfelf  re^imburlcment  of  his  cNtraordinary 
expences  from  the  event  of  the  expedition  iclclf.  That  in  performance 
of  his  part  of  the  propofition  fundry  artiles  of  fl)i|>ping,  &c.  were  pro- 
iridcd;  and  the  98th  regiment  a£tualljr  raifed  wirbout  the  uf'ual  allo^jiance 
of  bounty  money^  the  coft  of  all  which  was,  as  Mr.  Fullarton  alledgcs, 
delra3*ed  from  his  private  fortune ;  as  the  doubts  which  arofc  out  ifw  hat 
fund  the  impreflsftipulated  to  be  advanced  (Ikju Id  be  paid,  caufedadelay 
in  ifluing  the  fame  rill  the  intention  of  fending  the  proposed  expedition 
was  laid  aiide;  and  being  fo  laid  a£de,  all  proi'ped  was  taken  away  of 
re-imburiement  from  the  fuccefsful  events  which  might  have  accompa- 
nied it.  Mr^  FuUaiton  alfo  ftare%  that  the  rank  in  the  army  granted  to 
officers  railing  regular  corns,  und  half  pay<,  have  been  withheld  from 
him :  So  that  as  far  as  the  documents  produced  enable  us  to  judi^e,  it  ap- 
pears that  Mr.  Fullarton  fulfilled  his  part  of  tbe  propofition  of  1780,  and 
Las  never  re<^vedaoy  compenfacion  for  the  expences  he  was  put  to  io 
fo  doing* 

In  regard  to  the  documenta  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fullarton  ta  prove  his 
ieveral  expenditures  and  k^ies,  it  muH  be  obfervcd  ih  t  they  are  almolt 
all  of  a  defcription  tar  ihorc  of  thofe  regular  vouchcfs  which  (lioulJ  be 
produced  to  fubiUntiate  claims  sigainft  the  Public  ^  and  wc  thiiik  thcrft 
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mppeana^raftt  deficiency  of  care  and  attefttioo«  in  {viXEaing  anidnaf 
fucb  certain  faleas  ihoes  and  beerto  be  loft,  and  not  bcought  to  iomc 
account. 

Mr.  Fullarton,  in  reply  to  the^obje6lioo«i  fiates  that  bis  inability  to 
pfoduce  better  vouchers  anfes  feoin  the  burry  in  which  ikit  bufioe^  was 
traniaded^— to  his  departure  fo  ibon  afterwards  with  the  tegkBcot  to  tbe 
£aft  Indies~*the  lapfe  ojf  pme*  14  years  fince  the  trenfa^ioo*— «be  Dum- 
ber of  perfons  dead— -and  t^  cont  ufed.  manner,  in  which  ionie  of  them  left 
their  aflairs.  In  regaixl^to  th?  delay  in  pr^iecwting  thefe  clalma,  Mr* 
JFullarton  accounts  w  it  till  Jf^i^.hy  na^iastha^bia  condniiftnce  i»|Ma 
foreign  fervice  rendered  it  ioEipo^ble  for  hifi  to  bring  tbem  Ibnmni  be* 
lore  that  year  s  But  the  reafons  why.  they  have  not  been  purfued  ffom  that 
period  to  the  prefent  time  do  not  appear*  Objedtions  naturally  nrile 
againfl  clalizis  luSbred  to  lay  fokAf,  dormant ;  \hjX  fhefe^  together  with 
the  infuificiency  of  th<^  yonchersy .  giuft  be<  fqbipitted  to,. your  I^^fdibi^ 
confideration  and  judgpfnei^t,  how  far  they  arp  applicable  to  iavalidaiEe 
the  prefent  claims. 

We  fubjoin  a  lift  of  Mn  Fullarton's  claimsi  as  ftated  by  kimfelfY  and 
as  reported  on  by  us :  And  when  we  are  informed  of  your  Lordihtps  de* 
termination  thereon,  we  (hall  be  able  to  calculate  the  intereft  to  any  par- 
ticular day*  -on  fuch  part  as  may  be  allowed,  on  receiving  your  Lord* 
ibips'dir^ions  for  that  purpofe.'^  •  "t  -  •  •      -        .    v  m. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be^  with  great  reipe^ 

r  • 

My  Lords,  ' 

Your  Lordlhips  reoft  obedient,  and 

J  Mo&  bumble  Servants,    - 

JOHN  DICK.      • 
/JOHN  MARTIN  LEAKUL 
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^TRANSLATION  of  the  Articles  of  the  Conflitudan  of  the 

Kingdom  of  CORSICA. 

THE  ReprefeDtatlves-^f  the  free  ki^teendeiit  Corficui  ttniaoy  Isww 
fully  aiTembled  in  a  fcntTSil  meeting,  ana  fpeciallj  authorifed  .to  forai 
the  prefent  Conditutioual  ad,  have  unanimoufly  decreed^,  uodcr  £ivoiir 
of  the  Supreme  Beiugi  in  manner  following : 

'    CHAPTER  I. 
Of  the  nature  of  the  Confiitution^  and  of  Us  component  fa^joirs. 

Article  I.  THE  Conilitution  of  Corfica  is  Monarchial,  according  to 
the  following  fundamental  lawv. 

Art.  II.  The  legiflativc  power  is  veiled  in  the  King,  and  in  the  Re« 
prefentatiTes  of  the  People,  lawfully  elected  and  convened. 

Art.  III.  The  Legiflature,  compofed  of  the  King,  and  of  the  Rcpre« 
ientativcs  oif  the  People,  is  denominated  The  Parliament :  Theaflcfsbly 
of  the  Reprefentativea  of  the  People  is  named  The  Houfe  of  Parliameats 
>a&dthc  Reprefentatives  are  fly  led  Members  of  the  Parliament. 

« 

CHAPTER  II. 

Of  iio  Mumher  andeMion  of  the  Par^ament^  and  of  itffunRians. 

Article  \%  THE  number  of  Members  of  the  Parliament  is  fixed  at  rwe 
for  each  pieve  (di{lri6t)  according  to  the  divifion  of  the  territory,  which 


ihall  be  lonned  under  the  denomination  of  pievi  (didritl-ls].  The 
on  the  fee  coad,  the  population  of  which  (hall  amount  to  three  thoufaod 
fouls  and  Opwards,  have  the  privilege  of  fending  two  Member  to  Parlia- 
meot.  The  Bifhops,  who  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  fees  in  CoHic«| 
ihall  be  Members  of  Parliament. 

Art.  II«  The  Members  of  Parliament  (hall  be  cle6kd  by  ever}*  Cor« 
fican  ckiaefi,  who  has  attained  the  term  of  twenty-five  years  of  age,  who 
ifaall  have  refided  one  year  at  lead  in  the  pieve  (didridi)  or  town,  and 
^heaie  kedholders. 

Art«  III..  No  perfon  (hall  be  eligible  as  a  Member  of  the  ParliamenC, 
if  he  da  skk  po(refs  fix  thoufand  livres,  at  lead,  of  landed  property  in 
the  dtdriift  which  he  (liall  reprefcnt,  and  pay  taxes  in  proportion  to  that 
amount,;  if  he  be  not  born  of  a  Cordcan  father,  and  virtually  an  inba* 
bitant,  that  is  to  fay,  if  he  has  not  been  a  houfeholder  for  five  years  at 
lead  in  the  faid  didn£i :  and  if  he  has  not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years 'Complete* 

Art.  I V .  Lodgers,  jezcept  thofe  whaare  inmates  for  life,  perfons  em- 
ployed in  C9lle6ting  the  revenues,  the  receivers  and  gatherers  of  taxes, 
thofe  who  enjoy  pendons,  or  who  are  in  the  fervice  ot  a  foreign  power, 
and  Prieds,  cannot  be  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Art.  V.    The  form  of  election  fliall  be  fettled  by  a  law. 

Art.  VI.  If  a  Member  of  the  ParlioQicnt  dies,  or  becomes  incapable, 
according  to  law,  of  Seing  a  Member  of  Parliament,  another  Member 
fhall  be  elected  by  his  didricft,  within  fifteen  days,  by  ihe  Kjog*s  au* 
thority. 
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Art.  VII.    The  Houfe  6f  Parliament  ha«  the  power  of  cnadtmg  all 

s  adts,  which  are  intended  to  have  force  of  law. 

Art.  VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliament  flialt  not  have 
force  of  l:«w,  wnlefs  fandioned  by  the  King. 

Art.  IX.  Any  decree,  that  has  not  been  made  by  the  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  and  received  the  King's  fan^ion,  (hall  not  be  confidered 
«LS    law,  nor  carried  into  execution  as  fuch. 

Art.  X.  No  impoficion,  tax,  or  public  contribution  fhall  be  levied, 
vritbout  the  confent  of  the  Parliament,  and  without  being  fpecially 
granted  by  it. 

.  Art.  XI.  The  Parliament  hat  the  power  of  impeachment,  in  the 
name  of  the  nation,  of  evrry  agent  of  Government,  guilty  of  preva- 
rication, before  the  extraordinary  tribunal  hereafter  mentioned; 

Art.  XII.  The  cafes  of  prevarication  (hall  be  determined  by  the 
laws. 

CHAPTER  HI. 

Of  the  Duration  and  Convocation  of  tht  Parliament  * ' 

Article  L    THE  duration  of  one  Parliament  (liall  be  two  years* 

Art.  II.     The  King  may  diflblve  the  Parliament. 

Art.  III.  In  cafe  of  a  dilTolution  of  the  Parliament,  the  King  (hall 
coavene  another  within  forty  days. 

Art.  IV,  Thofe  perfons  who  were  Members  of  the  diflblved  Par- 
liament, may  be  eleded  Members  of  the  fucceeding  one. 

Art.  V.  If  the  Parliament  terminates  without  a  dilTolution,  anothec 
(ball  be  convened  by  His  Maje(ly*s  command,  within  forty  days^ 

Art.  VI.    The  King  may  prorogue  the  Parliament. 

Art.  VIL  The  Parliament  cannot  be  convoked  or  aiTembled,  but 
by  the  King's  command.  , 

Art,  VIII.  The  interval  between  the  calling  of  the  Houfe  and  Its 
prorogation,  or  in  cafe  of  not  being  prorogued,  to  its  diffolution,  or  if 
It  be  not  diifolved,  until  its  natural  expiration,  is  denominated  the  fetfioa 
of  Parliament. 

Art.  IX.  The  Vice-Roy,  or,  in  cafe  of  illnefs,  the  Commiflioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  for  that  purpofe,  fhall,  in  perfon,  open  the  feffion,  and 
declare  the  reafons  for  its  convocation. 

Art.  X.  The  Houfe  of  Parliament  may  adjourn  itfelf,  and  re«aflem« 
hie,  during  the  fame  feffion. 

Art.  XI.  The  Houfe  ihall  decide  upon  the  contefied  ele^ions  of  iti 
Members. 

Art.  XII.  The  Members  of  Parliament  ihall  not  be  fubje^t  to  arreft 
or  imprifonment  for  d^bt,  during  the  continuance  of  their  being  Repre- 
fentatives. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

On  the  Mode  of  Deliherationy  Freedom  of  Delate ^  and  Internal  Repilshon9 

of  Parliament, 

'  Article  I,     AFTER  the  opening  of  Parliament  by  the  Vicc-"Roy,  or 
by  bis  Commiifioners,  as  is  herein  before  mentioned,  the  Members  pte*^ 
fent  (hall  unite  themfelves  under  the  prefidency  of  a  Deacon,  whoflutt 
ele^  a  provifional  Secretary  from  amongd  them  ;  they  fliall  proceed  to*  * 
the  nomination  of  a  Prelident,  and  of  one  or  two  Secretaries.     The  Se- 
cretaries ihall  not  be  chofen  from  the  Members  of  Parliamenty  and  ma 
be  difmiiled  by  a  vote  of  the  fame. 
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Art.  11.  The  Parliament  affembled  in  all  the  befbre-fnentioDcd  c^es 
has  the  power  of  paffmg  aiSts,  and  of  debate,  whenever  above  half  of  its 

Members  arc  prclcnt. 

Art.  111.  £vcry  Member  elc6Ved  and  not  appearing  ihatl  bare  notice 
from  the  Prefldent  of  the  Chamber,  to  repair  10  his  poU  within  fifteen 
days. 

Art.  I V.  "  In  cafe  of  non-appearance,  or  of  not  fending  a  lawful  ex- 
cufc,  fatisfu6lory  to  the  Houfe,  fuch  Members  Aiall  be  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  200  livres. 

Art.  V.  The  Parliament  may  grant  leave  of  abfence,  and  permit  the 
abfcnce  of  fuch  Members  who  folicic  it,  provided  more  than  one  half  of 
itj>  Members  remain  prcfcnt. 

Art.  VI.  Every  propofuion  made  in  Parliament  (hall  be  decided  by 
the  majority  of  the  Members  prcCent.  The  Prc&dent,  in  cafe  of  an  equal 
divilion,  fliall  pive  his  cafting  vote. 

Art.  VII.  T4ic  forms  and  procedures  of  enabling  laws,  and  of  dcter- 
minin,^  other  matters  in  the  Houfe,  which  may  not  be  fixed  by  the  prc- 
fcnt Conftitjution,  fhall  be  regulated  by  the  Houfc  itfelf. 

An.  VIII,  The  King's  fanftioo,  or  the  rcfufal  of  it,  fhall  be  an- 
nounced in  pcrfon  by  the  King's  Rcprcfentativc  in  the  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  by  a  fpccial  commifTion,  in  cafe  of  (icknefs. 

Art.  Di.  The  form  of  the  fan(f^ion  (liall  be,  "The  King  approves;** 
that  of  rcfufal,  "  The  King  will  examine."  The  bills  fandiioncd  by  tbc 
King  are  ilyled  av.^s  of  Parliament. 

.  Art.  X.     No  Member  of  Parliament  fliall  be  called  to  account,  or  pu- 
niflicd,  by  the  King's  fcrvants  or  by  any  other  authority,  for  the  opini- 
ons inanifeflcd  or  the  doftrines  profcfled  in  the  Houfe,  except  by  autho- 
rity of  the  Houfe  itfelf. 

Art.  XI.  The  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  has  the  privilege  of  calling 
to  order  any  of  its  Members,  when^he  may  think  proper. 

The  Houfe  may  cenfure,  anell,  and  imprifon  any  of  its  own  Mem- 
bers, during  the  Scflion. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Of  the  Excn//c  of  the  Executive  Powtrm 

Article  I.  THE  Kinir  (liall  have  his  immediate  ReprefcntatiTeim 
Corfica,  with  the  title  of  Vice-Roy. 

Art.  II.  The  Vice-Roy  fliall  have  the  power  of  fan&ioniog  or  rcfii- 
fing  the  Royal  AflTent  to  the  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Art.  III.  He  fliall  moreover  have  the  power  to  excrcife,  in  the  King's 
name,  all  the  acf^s  of  Government  which  arc  within  the  jurifdi^on  of  the 
Royal  Authority  :  There  fliall  be  a  B^ard  of  Council,  and  a  Secretary  of 
State,  nominated  by  the  King ;  and  in  the  Vice-Roy's  orders,  mention 
fliall  be  made  that  be  has  taken  the  opinion  of  the  faid  Board  of  Council; 
and  thefe  orders  fliall  be  counterfigned  by  the  Secretary. 

Art.  IV.  The  nation  has  the  right  of  petitioning,  as  well  the  Vice- 
Roy,  as  the  Houfe  of  Parliament:  The  conllituted  and  acknowledged 
corps  of  the  law  may  petitioii  in  a  body ;  but  the  Other  corps  in  their  in- 
dividual capacity  only ;  and  a  petition  fliall  never  be  prefented  by  mora 
than  tweiuy  perfons,  however  numerous  the  Signatures  may  be  to  it. 

Art.  V.  The  Houfe  of  Parliament  may  addrefe  the  King  to  recal  Hi* 
Vice-Roy;  in  fuch  an  event,  the  Houfe  fliall  addrcfs  His  Majcfty  in  Hit 
Privy  Council  alFjuiblcd ;  The  Vice-Roy  flliall  be  obliged  to  tranimit  die 
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Addrefs  to  the  King;,  upon  the  requifition  of  the  Houfe,  within  the  term 
of  fifteen  days  after  iuch  requifition,  and  the  Houfe  may  itfelf  rranftntt 
it  to  the  King,  even  through  the  channel  of  a  deputation  ;  but  in  every 
cafe  the  Houfe  is  bound  to  prcfent  to  the  Vice-Roy,  hftceii  days  previ- 
ouily  to  the  departure  of  the  Addrefs,  a  copy  of  the  fame,  and  of  the  pa- 
pers which  are  to  accompany  it. 

Art.  VI.  The  King  has  the  exclufive  direftion  of  all  military  ar- 
raBgements,  and  is  to  provide  for  the  internal  and  external  fecurity  of 
the  country. 

.  Art,  VII,  The  King  declares  war,  and  makes  peace :  Hefliall  not  be 
authorized,  however,  in  any  event,  nor  on  any  account  whatfoever,  to 
give  up,  alienate,  or  in*  any  manner  prejudice  the  unity  and  indivifibility 
of  Corfica  and  its  dependencies. 

Art.  VIII.  The  King  appoints  to  all  the  ollijcs  of  Government* 
Art.  IX,  The  ordinary  employments  of  Jullice,  and  of  the  Admini- 
ilration  of  the  public  money,  ihall  be  conferred  upon  natives  of  Corfica, 
or  perfons  naturalis^cd  Corficans,  in  virtue  of  the  laws. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

.    Of  the  Adminlflratton  ofjuflice,  and  of  the  Drjifton  of  the  Trihunals* 

Art.  I.  Juftice  fliall  be  adminiftered  in  the  King's  name,  .and  the  or- 
ders carried  into  execution,  by  ofliccrs  appointed  by  him,  in  conformity 
Co  the  laws. 

Art.  II.  There  (liall  be  a  Supreme  Tribunal,  compofed  of  five  Judges 
and  the  King's  Advocate  ;  and  this  Tribunal  (hull  be  ihtionary  in  Cortc, 

Art.  III.  There  (hall  be  aPrefidcnt,  and  a  King's  Advocate,  in  each 
of  the  new  jurifdi^ions. 

Art.  IV.  Thefuoelionsof  the  faid  refpc^^tive  Tribunals,  their  Admi- 
oiftration  and  Emoluments,  (liall  be  determined  by  law. 

Art.  V.  There  fliall  be  in  every  Pievc  (Diftrict)  a  Magiflrate. 

Art.  VI.  In  every  Community  there  (hall  be  a.  Municipality,  named 
by  the  people,  and  its  funi^^ions  fliall  be  regulated  by  the  laws. 

Art,  VII.  Crimes  which  dcfcrve  corporal  or  ignominious  punifiiments, 
iball  be  tried  by  the  Judges  and  a  Jury. 

Art,  VIII.  The  King  has  the  power  of  granting  pardon,  in  confor- 
mity to  theikme  regulations  under  which  he  cxerciles  this  prerogative  in 
England. 

Art.  IX.  All  civil,  criminiU  commercial  caufes,  or  thofe  of  every 
other  kind  whatfoever,  fliall  be  terminated  in  Corfica,  in  the  firfl  and  laft 
inAance, 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Of  the  Kxtracrdinary  TrihunaL 

Art.  T.  There  fljall  be  an  extraordinary  Tribunal,  compofed  of  five 
Judges,  nominated  by  tho-  King,  and  coromillioncd  to  jud/c  .ipon  any 
impeachment  from  the  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  upon  all  cbargti  made 
on  the  part  of  the  King,  of  Prevarication  or  of  lligh  Treafon,  but  al- 
ways with  the  intervention  of  a  J  ur}r . 

Art.  II.  The  nature  of  the  faid  crimes,  and  the  form  of  trial,  fliall  be 
determined  upOn  by  a  fpccial  law. 

Art.  III.  The  Members  of  the  Tribunal  ihali  not  aflcmble,  but  in  cafes 

4Z  2         ^ 
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of  impeachroeot  by  the  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  by  theKn^^  ^n^^  » 
jpediately  after  judgement  given,  they  (haU  be  obliged  to  fi^ttrstr. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

Q/Per/cftal  Liberty,  and  of  the  LtBertj  of  the  Prtfs. 

Art.  I.  No  perfon  (hall  be  dcpriv^cd  of  his  liberty  and  property,  but 
by  fentence  of  the  Tribunals  acknowledged  by  the  lanrs,  and  in  the  cafes 
and  according  to  the  forms  prefer! bed. 

Art.  II.  Whoever  fliall  be  arrefted>  or  placed  in  confinement,  fliall  be 
conducted,  within  the  term  of  twenty-four  hours,  before  the  competeor 
Tribunal,  in  order  that  the  caufe  of  his  detention  may  be  adjudged  ac- 
cording  to  law. 

Art.  III.  In  cafe  of  thearreft  being  declared  vexatious,  the  perfoo  ar- 
retted will  have  a  right  of  claiming  damages  and  intereft,  before  the  com- 
petent Tribunals. 

Art.  IV.  The  liberty  of  the  prcfs  is  decreed ;  but  the  abufc  of  it  is  to 
)>c  amenable  to  the  laws. 

Art.  V.  Every  Corfican  (liall  have  the  liberty  freely  to  dt^M  from 
his  country,  and  to  return  to  it  with  his  property,  conforming  himfelf 
to  the  regulations  and  ordonnances  of  General  Police,  obfcrvcd  in  Aich 
cafes. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Of  the  Corfican  Flag^  and  Na'vigation. 

Art.  I.  The  Standard  fliall  beJr  a  Moor's  head,  quartered  with  the 
lung  s  Arms,  according  to  the  form  which  (lull  be  prcfcribcd  by  His 

Art.  H.  The  King  fhall  afford  the  fame  prme^ion  to  the  trade  uoA 
navigation  of  the  Corficans  as  to  the  trade  and  navigation  ot  his  other 
fubje^s. 

An.  III.  The  Corfican  nation,  profoundly  penetrated  with  fcntiments 
of  gratitude,  towardn  His  Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
^nglifh  nation,  for  the  Royal  munificence  and  protcaion  with  which 
iJorfica  has  always  been  treated,  and  which  is  now,  in  a  more  fpectal 
manner,  fccurcd  to  it  by  the  prefent  Conftiturinnal  aft  ; 

^^^^""^fsV^^^^  "  '^'^^  confidcr  every  atic.npt  which,  in  war  or  in 
peace,  fliall  be  made  to  promote  the  gloiyof  His  Majcfty,  and  the  inic- 
rcftsofthc  empire  of  Great  Britain  in  general,  as  its  own;  and  the  Par- 
Iiaracnt  of.Corhca  will  always  manifcfi  its  rcadinefs  and  attention  to  adopt 

*iL'il"  Jl°"l.?''.''!J^^°*  "^"^  '^  P"^*^*^  Conllitution,  which  (hall  becn- 
adted  by  His  Majefty,  in  hu  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  thcextcn- 
fion  and  advantage  of  the  external  commerce  of  the  eropii«,  and  of  all  itt 
dependencies.  '^  *   4***» 

CHAPTER  X. 
Of  Reiighn.      ' 
In^'S  J"    ™,CKftJ*«t  Catholic,  ApoftoHc.  Roman  ReKgioo, 

n..^:."r  "^-i^  Houft  o^.  Parliament  is  authorifed  todetcrmine  on  th« 
number  of  pariflics.  to  fade  the  Cilarfes  of  the  Pricfis»  and  to  takT 
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^ures  for  infuriDg^  the  difcharge  of  epsfcopal  ftin^ons  in  CorCca,  in  con* 
cert  with  the  Holy  See, 

Art.  II L    Ail  other  modes  of  worfhip  are  tolerated, 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Of  tbi  Crtmjny  and  its  Sttcceffiou* 

THE  Sovcrcifi^n  and  King  of  Corfica  is  His  Majcfty,  George  the 
Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  according  to  the  order 
of  fucceiiion  to  the  Thi^ne  of  Great  Britain. 

CHAPTER  XII. 
Of  the  Acceptance  of  the  Crown  and  Canfi^tutton  of  the  Kingdom  of  Corfica* 

Article  I.  THE  prcfent  Conftitutional"  ^ft  (hall  be  prefented  to  His 
Majclly  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  him  to  his  Excellency  Sir 
Oilberr  Elliot,  his  Comniifliuner  Plenipotentiary,  and  fpecially  autho- 
riied  for  this  purpofc. 

Art.  II.  In  the  a<f^  of  acceptance.  His  Majcfty,  and  his  Plenipoten* 
tiary  in  his  name,  lh.'ill  fvvear  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  the  Corfican 
nation  according  to  the  Conititution  and  the  laws ;  and  the  fame  oath 
ihall  be  adminiilered  to  hi .  iucccflors  upon  every  acceilion  to  the  Throne. 

Art.  III.  The  AiTembly  fliall  immediately  take  the  following  oath  ; 
which  fliall  be  adminiftered  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot : 

.  '*  I  fwear  for  niyfelf,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Corfican  nation,  which 
I  represent.  That  I  acknowledge  for  my  Sovereign  and  Kmg  His  Ma« 
jefty  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  yield  him  faithful 
obedience,  according  to  the  Conllttution  and  laws  of  Corfica,  and  to  de- 
fend the  faid  Conftitution  and  laws." 

Art.  IV.  Every  Corfican  fliall,  in  his  refpe6live  community,  take 
the  preceding  oath. 

Done  and  unanimoufly  decreed,  after  three  readings,  in  the  Ge« 
neral  Aifembly  of  the  Corfican  nation. 

In  Corte,  this  day  (19th  June  1794)  and  individually  fubfcribed 
in  the  AiTembly,  by  ajl  the  Members  who  compofed  it* 


COPY  of  General  MYERS*  Affidavit. 


In  Hii  MAJESrr's  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England. 

WILLIAM  MYERS,  Brigadier  General  of  His  Majclly's  forces  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  maketh  oath,  and  faith.  That  he  commanded  a  de- 
tachment of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Sir  CHARLES  GREY^ 
employed  in  the  conqueft  of  the  idaod  of  Martinique,  in  the  motiths 
of  February  and  March  1794 ;  and  by  that  means  became  well  acquainted 
with  the  condufl  of  the  planters  and  principql  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
iilaiidf  and  particularly  thofe  relident  in  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the 
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country  adjacent.*— And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  Thatroo  the  6th  daj 
of  February  1794,  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  Joha  Jervis,  as  Comnuuiden 
in  Chief  of  His  Majefly's  land  and  fea  forces,  fent  a  funinionSy  acUref- 
fed    **  To  the  Mayor,  Prefidents  of  the  municipalities,  and  Citizens 
of  the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  -  and  the  Commandant  of  the  troops^**  re- 
quiring them  to  furrender  upon  ths  terms  offered  in  the  ProcUmatioa 
ilTued  by  the  faitl  Commanders  in  Chief,  dated  ift  January   1794^ — 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  He  is  informed  and  belieTci,  that  ihc 
aide  dc-camp  fcnt  with  the  faid  fummons  to  the  town  of   St.  Pxcrrr 
was  not  admitted  into  the  town  ;  and  that  the  Mayor  of  the  isiid  town 
gave  the  watch-word  or  litrnal  for  rrlifljnce. — And  this  depoasnt  faith. 
That  great  refiflancc  was  made  to 'the  Britidi  forces  in  all  their  attacks 
upon  the  faid  iiland,  both  by  the  Fre^jch  military  force,  and  the  planters 
and  other  inhabitants ;  and  that  no  dcfcription  ot  the  inhabitants  of  tho 
faid  idand,  to  the  knowled<^e  or  belief  of  this  deponent,  joined  crgare 
any  alTiOahcc  to  His  Majelly's  forces  in  their  attack  upon  the  faid  iikod, 
or  durini^  their  progrcfs  in  theconqucft  thereof  j  nor  did  any  of  fuch  in- 
habitants iignify  an  intention  or  dcfirc  to  accept  or  claim  the  terms  and 
prote^ion  offered  by  the  faid  Proclamation  of  the  til  of  January  1794  : 
But,  on  the  contrary,   all  the  planters  and  other  inhabitants,   in  dif- 
ferent towns,  villages,  and  other  parts  of  the  iflaod,   through  uhich 
this  deponent  and  the  troops  under  his  command  paiTcd,  made  all  the 
reliftance  in  their  power  to  His  Majeily's  forces,  and  fupported  the 
French  forces,  and'  affilled  in  manning  and  working  the  fons  and  bat- 
teries ereif^ed  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  i(}aad, — And  this  deponent  farther 
faith,  That  on  the  8th  day  of  February  1794,  he,  this  deponent,  and 
Colonel  S>r  Charles  Gordon,  and  C^aptain  Rogen,  with  the  detachment 
tinder  their  command,  landed  upon  the  faid  ifland,  near  a  place  called 
La  Jus,  near  Cas  Pilote,  the  enemy  at  the  time  firing  on  them  from  the 
battery,  and  being,  at  that  time,  Mafler  of  the  Great  Road  and  the 
Heights  above  it ;  and  this  deponent,  and  the  faid  Sir  Charles  Gordon, 
with  the  troops  under  their  refpeftive  commands,  made  a  movement  to* 
wards  the  mountains,  and  turning  roupd  the  French  force  unperccived^ 
with  part  of  the  Britifli  forces,  gained  the  moil  commanding  point  in  that 
part  of  the  country  by  day  break  of  the  9th  day  of  the  faid  month  ot*  Fe-> 
bruary ;  ana  this  deiH)nent,  with  his  faid  troops,  defccndiog  the  Heights, 
took  poflcffion  of  La  Chapelle,  and  a  pod  eftablifhed  by  the  enemy  above 
it ;  and  upon  this  deponent's  returning  to  the  Britifl)  columns  of  tiviops, 
it  proceeded  through  very  difficult  ground  to  the  Height  of  Berne,  above 
Auce  la  Haye,  the  enemy  abandoning  the  batteries  of  Cayman,  and  fet- 
ting  (ire  to  the  village  of  Cas  Navierrcs,  and  keeping  a  cnnllant  fire  ou 
.  this  deponent  and  his  faid  troops  from  the  battery  ot  St.  Catherinc*s.— s 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith.  That  having  taken  a  pofition  which  gave 
him  an  eafy  communication  whh  the  Britiih  tranfports,  on  the  13th  of 
the  faid  month  of  February,  this  deponent  obferved  the  batteries  an^ 
works  of  St.  Catherine's,  and  the  pofts  which  guarded  the  firft  ravines^ 
were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  of  which  the  &d  Sir  Charles  Gordon 
^ook  pofTt'lTion,  whilfl  this  deponent,  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  eroded 
four  ravines  higher  up,  andfcized  all  the  batteries  which  defended  them. 
And  this  deponent  faith.  That  the  faid  movement  was  (o  fuccefsfully 
complete  that  the  enemy  retreated  on  every  fide,  and  the  troops  under 
thif»  deponent's  command  foon  took  polfeiTion  of  the  five  batteries  between 
Cas  dc  Navcrre  and  Fort  Royal ;  and  the  fa1d  Sir  Charles  Gordon  and 
this  deponent,  with  the  troops  under  their  command^  then  proceed^  ta 
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mnd  occupied  the  pofts  of  Gcntilly,  La  Coft,  and  L'Archit. — ^And  this 
deponent  farther  faith,  That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  that 
the  bay  and  harbour  of  Fort  Royal  had  been  opened  to  the  iliipping  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  John  Jervis  by  the  capture  of  Pigeon  Ifland  i 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  moved  forward 
from  Riviere  Saicc  to  the  pod  of  Brumeaux,  and  joined  Lieutenant  Ge* 
ncral  Prefcott  on  the  14th  c^v  of  the  faid  month  of  February  1794 ;  and 
having,  as  this  deponent  beheves,  pre vioufly  concerted  the  attack  of  the 
town  of  St.  Pieri-e  with  Major  General  Dundas,  the  faid  Majov  General 
marched  the  fame  evening  on  that  ei^erprife,  and  took  poll  at  Gros  Morne, 
from  whence  he  detached  Colonel  Campbell  with  fbme  troops  through 
the  woods  of  Bois  le  Buc  to  reach  Montigue  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th 
of  February,  and  proceeding  himfelf  towards  the  heights  of  Capot  and 
Calebafle,  they  were  evacuated  by  the  enemy  :  and  from  the  heights  of 
Calebniie  Major  General  Dundas,  as  this  deponent  was  informed,  faw 
Colonel  Campbell  at  Port  au  Pin  attacked  in  great  force  and  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  five  or  fix  hundred  of  the.  enemy  flrongly  pofled.— And 
this  deponent  fanher  faith.  That  Major  General  Dundas,  as  this  depo* 
nent  was  informed,  pudied  forward  his  advanced  guard  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Honourable  Captain  Ramfay,  who  gained  the  fummit  by 
extraoitiinary  exertions,  and  fired  on  the  enemy,  wbc  were  engaged  with 
Colonel  Campbell,  and  filcnccd  their  fire ;  and  when  joined  by  additional 
troops  the  detachment  took  polTefiion  of  Montigue,  and  Major  General 
Dundas  took  poft  on  Morne  Rouge. — And  this  deponent  farther  faith« 
That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  day  of  the  faid  month  of  February,  Major  General  Dundas  obfcrv- 
iag  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  towards  his  front  at  Morne  Rouge« 
and  forming  under  a  fmall  redoubt  near  that  pofi,  he  haflencd  back,  and 
was  inflantly  attacked  by  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  when,  as  this  depo«^ 
nent  believes.  Colonel  Campbell  was  killed. — And  this  deponent  farther 
faith,  That  he  hath  been  informed,  and  believes,  that  the  t\Vo  columns 
of  troops,  defiined  for  the  attack  of  St.  Pierre,  advanced  by  clav  break 
of  the  17th  of  February,  the  riijht  to  La  Jeune,  the  left  to  the  Colonial 
redoubt ;  and  on  the  march,  Major  General  Dundas,  as  this  deponent 
has  been  informed-,  received  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  at  St.  Pierre, 
to  which  he  returned  an  anfwer  by  a  flag :  But  the  Commandant  was  not 
to  be  found,  and  in  the  mean  time  Colonel  Symcs  had  landed  at  Prccheur 
with  fome  troops  near  the  town  of  St<  Pierre,  and  entered  the  town  fword 
in  hand  ;  prior  to  which,  a  detachment  of  two  companies  had  been  fenc 
by  this  deponent,  who  had  obtained  poflcfiion  of  the  faid  town  ;  which 
attack  of  Colonel  Symes  had  been  made  agreeable  to  the  plan  originally 
concerted  for  co-operation  with  Major  General  Dundas  and  this  deponent* 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith ^  That  in  the  courfe  of  his  faid  march 
from  La  Jus  to  La  Cofie,  and  from  La  Code  to  St.  Pierre,  he  did  not 
find  any  of  the  planters  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  country' ;  but  be* 
licves  they  had  joined  or  were  affifting  the  French  forces,  or  were  other- 
wife  employed  in  refilling  the  Britifh.— And  this  deponent  farther  faith. 
That  in  the  courfe  of  his  faid  march  he  made  particular  fearches  and  in- 
quiries for  planters  or  other  inhabitants,  in  order  to  obtain  information, 
and  the  affillance  of  hor(cs  and  cattle  ;  but  this  deponent  could  not  meet 
with  any  planters  or  other  inhabitants,  except  women  and  female  negroes,. 
who  were  the  only  perfons  left  upon  the  plantations. — And  this  deponent 
farther  faith.  That  in  the  courfe  of  his  fatd  march  he  palTcd  through  a 
large  village  called  Cas  Pilot|  and  other  fnuller  vtllagesi  which  he  found 
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totally  deferted  by  all  the  inhabitants,  except  women  and  female  fhTts* 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  That  feveral  forts,  batteries,  redoubcsf 
and  other  places*  taken  by  the  forces  lent  to  attack  the  town  of  St.  Pierre, 
were  defended  by  perfons  firing  on  the  troops  landing. — And  this  depo- 
nent farther  faith,  That  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre 
were  employed  in  manning  and  defending  the  fons,  batteries,  and  other 
places  oi  defence  and  refillance  furrounding  and  adjacent  to  the  (aid  town, 
at  and  previous  to  the  capture  thereof,  as  he  hat  been  informed,  and 
s. — That  during  the  whole  of  this  deponent's  faid  inarch  fi 
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La  Jus,  and  the  attack  made  upon  the  faid  town  of  St.  Pierre,  none  of 
the  planters  or  other  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ifland,  including  thoie  of  St. 
Pierre,  ever  claimed  or  intimated  the  fmalleA  wifli  orintentioo  to  accept 
the  terms  and  protection  offered  by  rhe  faid  proclamation  of  the  ifi  of  Jan- 
uary 1794. — And  this  deponent  farther  faith.  That  he  commanded  His 
Majefly's  forces  at  St*  Pierre,  from  the  capture  thereof  until  the  latter 
end  of  March  1 794,  during  which  time  all  the  property  fcized  and  taken 
on  (liore  at  St.  Pierre  as  prize  or  booty,  or  as  liable  to  confifcation,  was 
taken,  and  returns  thereof  made  to  the  agents  for  the  captors.-— And  this 
deponent  farther  faith,  That  no  complaints  were  ever  made  to  this  depo- 
nent, as  Commandant  of  the  faid  forces,  nor  did  he  hearof  anvcomplauit 
being  made  to  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  that  any  goods  had  been  taken 
or  fcized  by  the  captors,  belonging  to  perfons  who  were  entitled  to  the 
protcf^ion  and  benefit  ot  the  faid  proclamation  ;  nor  did  this  deponent 
ever  hear  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierrt,  or  other  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  ifland,  claim  or  afTert  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof  ; 
on  the  contrary  this  deponent  faith,  That  fuch  had  been  the  utuTerlal 
refinance  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ifland  to  His  Majefty  *s  forces, 
that  he  verily  believes  they  .did  not  conftder  themfelvcs  entitled  to  claim 
the  benefit  of  the  faid  proclamation. — And  this  deponent  farther  faith. 
That  no  claims  were  made  or  fet  up  to  property  taken  on  Ibore  by  or  on 
the  behalf  (^emigrants  or  perfons  who  wcreabfent  fVom  the  laid  ifland, 
to  this  deponent's  knowledge  or  belief,— And  this  deponent  faithcr 
faith,    That  the  property  fo  taken  on  fliore  from  individuals  confified 
entirely  of  the  produce  of  the  ifland ,    and  the  principal  part  thereof 
was  either  taken  frOni  psrfons  (liling  themfclves  agents  of  the  French 
Republic,    or  had   been  produced   upon  eilates.  in   the  poflefCon  of 
perfons  of  that  dcfcription,    as  he  believes. — And  laftly,    this  depo- 
nent faith.    That  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  having  been  taken  in  the 
manner  before  flated,  and  the  inhabitants  having  reje^ed  the  fummons 
of  the  Commanders  in  Chief,  inviting  them  to  accept  the  protection  and 
terms  offered  by  the  faid  proclamation  of  the  ifl  January  1794,  and  bar* 
ing  refidcd  the  BritiQi  forces  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power,  the  aq>tors 
confidercd  the  property  found  in  the  faid  town  as  liable  to  confifcation  ; 
but  they  confined  the  feizurc  thereof  to  the  produce  of  the  ifland  00I7, 
and  the  inhabitants  were  left  in  the  uncontrouled  pofltflion  and  difpofal  of 
every  other  (pccies  of  property :  And  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  town 
did  not,  as  this  deponent  believes,  confidcrthemfeWesasunjullly  orfeverely 
treated,  or  as  being  deprived  of  their  property  in  breach  of  the  terms  of 
the  faid  proclamation,  or  of  any  other  terms  or  conditions  to  the  benefit 
of  which  they  were  eutitled. 

(Signed)  W.  MYERS. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  in  the  County  of 

Southampton,  the  zfl  Day  I  t   *i.      -  r  e 

of  Muy  1795.  ^>Inthet>refcnccof 

W.GiBBs    lunr         f         ^**  Gkeetham,  Junr, 

Commiffioner.     I  Noury  PubUc 
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REPORT  of  the  COMMITTEE  of  the  BOARD  pf  AGRI- 
CULTURE, refpcaing  Mr.  ELKINGTON's  Mode  of 
DRAINING. 

London,  yune  ^ih,   1795. 

PRESENT, 

Sir  Jdin  Sinclair,  Bart.  Robert  Barclay,  Efq. 

The  Surveyor  General  of  Robert  Smith,  Efq. 

Crown  Lands,  Sir  C.  Willoughby,  Bart. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford, 

THE  Board  having  referred  to  this  Committee  the  confidcratidti 
of  Mr.  Paget 's  and  Mr.  Ecclcfton's  Letters,  and  of  feveral  certifi- 
cates on  the  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Elkington's  mode  of  Draining,  they 
were  read  ;  of  which  the  following  is  an  ab(lra£t : 


^, 


I. 


1. 


Names 

and 

Refidences. 


Thomas  £ccle(lon, 

Efq.  Scarifbrick. 

May  ajth,  1794. 


'  Mr.  Eccleflop, 
Julya4th,  1794. 


General  Obfervations. 


Is  convinced  of  Mr.  Elking- 
ton*s  proficiency.— —Is 
much  intcreAed  abdut  the 
difclofuie,  as  Mr.  £.  is 
fubjcdt  to  epileptic  fics. — 
Mentions  the  great  thingi 
done  by  him  at  Ecclcllon 
and  cliewhere.  — Elking- 
ton  has  a  large  family, 

«  and  is  not  in  affluent  cir- 
cumftances.— Notices  the 
facility  with  which  inge- 
nious young  men,  by  tra- 
velling with  Mr.  E.  maj 
acquire  his  art* 

Speaks  ftrongly  of  the  vafi 
benefit  to  be  derived  by  a 
difclofurc  of  Mr.E.'s  lyl- 
tern  of  draining— Men- 
tions a  drain  of 
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Varda. 
600 
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Names 
Ko.  and 

Relidences. 


7t 


General  Obfervations. 


8. 


fa 


Mr.  T.  Paget. 


Lord  Radnor. 


the  incrcafcd  value  up- 
nuards  of  30I.  per  annum. 
^-If  the  fame  land  had 
been  drained  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  expjcncc 
would  not  have  been  lefs 
than  300I. — Is  convinced 
that  the  whole  fy  ftem  may 
be  communicated,  and  in 
a  fliort  time  eafijy  com- 
prehended. 

Where  other  plang  of  drain- 
ing failed,  Mr.  Elkinp- 
ton's  have  fucceeded,  in 
every  in  (lance,  to  hisfuli 

I  fatisfi|(^ion,  and,  in  man) 
cafes,  to  the  furprile  oi 
his  employen.— Expcncc 

moderate. 

Anfwcred  completely  to  my 
fatisfa«5Hon.— Hasapplieo 

to  him  to  undertake  an 

other  job. 


Mr.  Knowlcs, 

W"elfon. 


' 


Richard  Bowman, 
lilher«'ickPark. 


Mr.  J.  Farmer, 
Carlton. 


8 

c 

(4 


Z 


Lands,  not  worth  half  a 
crown,  improved  to  30s. 
and  40s.  an  acre. — Gitat 
fatisfaftion  cxpreflcd  in 
general    •»—    -r.  ^V^ 

Thomas  Tomalin,  Great  fatisfaaion  cxpreflcd 

(foVMr.Aftley)        in  general      —     470 

Odftonc  Hall. 


#r 

13 
13 

'4 


El\cington*ft  the  mpft  cflka-| 
cious   method.— Cotting  Perch, 
about  js.  a  perch    — —     172 

Land  was  drowned  by  wa- 
ter from  out  of  a  rock  24'Perch. 
feet  below  the  fur&cc  —I      94 


3J 


Ji 


*.  ms- 


DEB  AT  E  Sr 


No. 

Names 

and 

Refidenpes. 

1 
General  Obferrationr. 

Lcngfh  of  the 
Drain. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

9- 

Mr.J.Boldingy 

Tardcbig, 
Worceilerfliire. 

A  mere  bog  of  little  or  n< 
value,  now  worth  1 2s.  — 

mmm 

i 

t 

( 

Mr.  Ed.  Tongue, 
Aldridge. 

A  bog  of  little  or  no  value, 
now  worth  from   1 2s.  u. 

' 

1 5s.  an  acre               — - 



29 

Mr.  H.  Buckley, 
Nornaan^on. 

Mr.  Elkington's  mqde  fur- 
paifes   any   I  have  ever 
feen. — Lefs  cutting,  and 
proving  a  more  effectual 
remedy  than  other  modes 

Yardi. 
1204 

$ 

M- 

Mr.  J.  Hajwardi 

Tolyhill. 

Warwick{)>'re. 

Land  not  worth  2s.  6d^  per 
acre,  now  worth  25s.     • 

— 

— 

J3- 

* 

R.  Aillcy.  Efq. 
Odilone  Hall. 
Leiceilerflure. 

w 

\ 

• 

Drained  for  my  brother  — 
when    former     trials   to 
drain  part  of  this  ground 
had    failed.      The    lam) 
worth  three  times  its  for- 
mer value. 

In  my  own  land  drained  — 
fannerly  of  little  value, 
now  among  the  bed  in  my 
eftate:    part  hilly,    pan 
flat  meadow  ;  many  bogs. 
Other  modes  of  draining 
had  failed. 

1 

so 
63 

14. 

Mr.  Moore, 
Charlcote. 

Little  Hill  Farm,    belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Lucy,'  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  P.  Moore  — 

480 

M- 

Thclsford.  Farm,  occupied 
by  Mr.  George  Walling- 
ton            — 

792 

^^ 

• 

An  old  pafture  farm,  occu- 
pied by  Mr.   Benjamin 

* 

1210 

